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My heart, ever as the hearts of all of us,
has been stirred with gratitude as we have
thought of the 600 miles from Bristol to
Memphis, and of the achievements of the
women whose membership is ini some of these
1853 Baptist churches of Tennessee. How
great is the comfort and strength that comes
to us . when we know that Christ lives, that
His banner over us is love, that His leader-
ship is a comradeship as well, as leadership,
and that a vast host of noble Christian. wo-
men in this great State love Christ, serve
Christ, are ready to let His \\uund\ speak to
them,

It scems to be of the Holy Ghost indeed,
that you should yourselves think upon and
call us to think upon those first ten verses in
the Sth chapter of Luke. When all of us
1ave explored its depths, we leave as many
 Bhearls behind as we take away. What a pic-
ure of swift events it portrays.

—THE CHRIST.

“And it came to pass, that, as the people
pressed upon Him to hear the Word of
God, He stood by the lake of Gennes-
aret, "—Lukc 53ls

A pronoun pathway pointing to the glori-
us person—Christ Jesus. Christ—who ever
cld up before mankind representative man-
ood, gloriously conformed te the will of
bod, who illustrated in His daily life every
«trine of His heavenly mind. Christ—in
hom was no taint of sin, no suspicion of
Ifishness, no insinuation of an unholy aim.
hrist—whose face was incarnate sympathy,
hose hand was friendship’s incarnate sym-
l, whose. eye was liquid sympathy for-etery
man sorrow. Christ—who. never struck a

]
{ rring note, who never made a mistake, who
, is never betrayed into an’ error of judg-
nt.  Christ — never dramatic, never
L lomatic, never exhibiting  shrewdness,
{B8'er  hurrying ‘before p()pul:l"lt\, never
3 h‘”"L’ before antagonisms. Christ—
o |B8'er despondent, never discouraged, saying
- |BPatever He thinks regardless of conse-
13 nces,

T'he law of hl:fcdlt\ can not claim Him,
His spirit is not cramped with the walls
racial limitations. The law of environ-
t can not claim Him, for no good thipg
came out of Nazareth. The law of ‘ed-
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ucation can not claim Him, for He is not
stamped with the imprint of the schools. The
law of opportunity can not claim Him for
He lived among a rejected people and was
limited to a ministry of three years. The
law of genius can not claim Him, for genius
hath its several fixed orbits—and Christ
moves in a moral realm above the intellects
and saints of earth.

The world over, architects, striving to
build cathedrals worthy of him, fall short of
their high objectives. Painters vying with
painters feel incompetent to create figures
beautiful enough to adorn His sanctuary
walls. A sense of inadequacy falls oppres-
sively upon musicians who try to create music
sweet enough for His hymns of praise. Sculp-
tors, searching all quarries, nowhere can find
marble white enough for Hm forechead. Ora-
tors, whose sentences are flights of golden
arfows, express only a meager measure of the
honor due Him.  Writers, words dropping
from their pens like golden pollen from stems
of 'shaken lillies, feel the inadequacy of all
words to set Him forth in His beauty. De-
vout poets, reaching from pole to pole with
the wings of their poetic genius, struggle for
some metaphor with which to express Him.
Profound scholars, rushing with archangelic
splendor through mysterious
thought, light their brightest torches at His
altar fires.

A thrilling record of goodness—goodness
shining through every feature, goodness sug-
gesting every thought, goodness ennobling
every action, goodness clothing every utter-
ancé with beauty, was the life of Jesus.
There are no arms like His arms to welcome
a prodigal back—no arms like His to lift the
fallen from the shades of night to plains of
light. ‘There is no thought like His thought
to give new brilliancy to the mind and wider
swing and reach to all the intellectual facul-
ties. . There’is no fullness like the fullness
that comes from Him ‘“in: whom dwelleth
all the: fullness of the godhead bodily” (Col.
2:9). ‘There is no compléteness to flow
around humanity’s incompleteness like unto
the completeness we have in Him wlm is “the
head of all principality and power” (Col. 2:
10).

And how marvelous was the day when He
came to the lakeside on the scene of their ut-
ter failure, and made it a glorious day of
astonishment and blessing for them all,

ey v v

realms of.

II—THE CROWD.

“The people pressed upon Him.”

Folks @vith broken hearts; folks with
blighted lives; folks with beautiful dreams
moulding in the muck and mud; folks who
had taken all of Love’s wealth and wasted it
in Folly’s court and. carnal pleasure’s mart.
Folks who were pursuing dishonor and shame
to -their own disadvantage. Folks making
poor- choice between things of value and
things of no worth; folks deaf to the signifi-
cance of His teaching; blind to the beauty of
His life; unresponsive to the magnanamity.

of His nature, ungrateful often before His

ministries of mercy; great multitudes of
sheep without a shepherd.

The crowds are still here. There they
are in Mexico—dark-faced people with their
quaint courtesies, held back by centuries of
illiteracy,: clouded by age- long superstition,
halted at Guadalupe when they should go on
to Calvary, our close ncighbors in geography,
our closer neighbors in Christ.

They come from the Phllllpmcs—ﬂmllmg
and  friendly people, physically freed by
Dewey’s guns, intellectually freed by edu-
cational missionaries from America, freed
from bondage to relics and friars by the lib-
erating truth of Christ.

Japan—agile seekers for the world’s trade
and for oriental rulership; shrewd eyes that
see everything, but polite eyes that stare at
nothing, perils if they get the crude and
coarse power of dur civilization without

knowing its redeeming Christ, possibilities if -

their leadership of the \cllm\ races comes
itself under the lculcrshlp of the Lord Christ
who being national is still universal.

There they are in Africa—sable millions
in-the land where Livingstone held out emac-
iated hands toward Christ; where Burns and
Camphor made themselves meet for their fel-
lowship of MArtyrs and left white tombstones
to mark the highway over which Ethopia
stumbles with outstretched hands to God.

There they are in China—slaves of a long
and drowsy past, their eyes on the tombs of
their fathers until such time as the Babe of
Bethlehem shall turn them to the cradles of
their children, yellow hordes if they be cap-
tured by the militaristic devil, golden throngs
if they be marshalled by the Prince of Peacé.

And they are back home yonder. The
United States, with its fifty-eight million
outside any church, .with its twenty-seven
million under twenty-five years not in any
Sunday school, or institution of. religious
training whatsoever, with its five and a half
million illiterates, with its millions of mal-
contents—all make a mighty plea to the fol-

(Continued on page 4)
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. Some of our legislators have stood firm
upon the grounds which their consciences and
their pledges to the people wha elected them
set up.  We will have a list of these men for
the benefit of the voters who will go to the

polls in 1934.

* x K
Is it not strange that the “ Rssociation
Against the Prohibition Amendment” . can

not keep out of the press the reports of what
the Racketeers are going to do now that beer
has been legalized? Watch for a riot of
drunkenness, bootlegging, racketeering, etc,
Do not fnrgct that the racketeer held sway
in every city during the old days.

* * *

Repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment has
now been taken out of politics by the politi-
cians. Let cur\ citizen who loves his coun-
try, his mnmtunnnxl safeguards and his
home get ready to vote in the election. Be
sure and pay vour poll tax for 1931 as it is
required for voting on repeal of the Amend-
ment. Tennessee. must not be dominated by

. the liquor and alien forces of New England

and New York.
R SR

Man built the Akron “Mistress of the air”,
and the hand of the Eternal struck it down
as-if it had been a feather from the wing of
a soaring sea gull. But the same Eternal
commanded ‘man to “have dominion”, and
it would be a foolish one indeed who would
prophesy that the efforts to conquer the air
will be stopped by the tragedy which befell
the bjg dirigible.

: * ko

JTennessee legislators hdave spent much
time and thousands of dollars juggling with
the wets and the movies, cither ignorantly or

maliciously allowing these thmg% to kup the
puhllc from knnvnmz that they have utterly
(up to April 5) mlcstcppcd the tremendous
matter of making the gigantic power'com-

“bines pay their proportionate part.of the cost

of government and give to the people of
Tennessee a reasonable rate for the services
rendered. Watch for a house-cleaning on
Capitol Hill before two years have passed.

* * *

The devil would silence the voice of the
preacher. He is wise in that,  As an ex-
.lmplc of the influence of the ministry
against his devices we turn to the recent ef-
fort to legalize race track gambling in Texas.
It looked as if the gamblers had the reins by
a good majority, but preaching, radio calls
and other. appeals resulted in the defeat of
the measure and the saving of a law now 24
vears old. Texas Rangers and Texas preach-
ers have good reputations; they are coura-
geous enough to do their duties,

~'in the end is to make money!

CHEAP LITERATURE

Word comes to us from some sections of
the state to the effect that Sunday schools are
buying literature from ag well-known union
printing house because it is cheap!  We won-
der what kind of reasoning oux, people have
when they do such a thing?
said at. associations all ‘over

As we have
the state, such
action is as foolish and harmful as would be
that of a father who would go to the batcher
shop and buy the dog meat because it is cheap.
Imagine one buying tainted meat and run-
ning the risk of giving his child ptomaine
poison just because it cost half as much as
fresh meat!  Why not try to imagine what
it will mean to the children in our homes
when we give them the poison of heresy by
buying literature for them that is provided
by a commercial firm, the sole aim of which
Our Sunday
School Board cut the price of the quarterlies
half a cent last year and now they add a ten
per cent further reduction for all cash or-
We do not have to have the
elaborate  magazines for classes and
pupils; vou can have the regular old-fash-
ioned quarterlies at a reason: wble cost.  And
evien if they do cost more than that of some
secular house, it is worth the difference to
know that we are buying spiritual food for
our children ‘which will not give them
maine of the spul”

* * *

ders. fancy,

our

pto-

‘A Tirﬁely Request

Brother H. 'T. Whaley of Eastland Bap-
tist Church, Nashville, is asking in the notice
printed herewith, that opinions be expressed
regarding the advisability of so arranging
the program of the next Convention that we
may close Thursday night instead of Friday
morning. ' Read his statement and respond.

We smccrd) believe that the Program
Committee, of which Brother \Vh.tlu 1S
chairman, will render the cause a real service
by arranging the order of business as he sug-
gests. As he points out to have the sermon
on Tuesday evening will cause the Pastors’
Conference to merge its program with the
Convention, which is well. Furthermore,
this will give the Convention a good start and
instead of h:\ving to wait until ten o’clock
the next morning, we will begin at nine, thus
adding an hour of time at the most strategic
place on the program. But hear the request
and see what you think.

In an effort to conserve the time of the
Convention and, if possible, to eliminate the

last morning session with ‘but few™ messen-.

gers still in attendance and the consequent
loss of interest in the proceedings, the pro-
gram committee for the 1933 convention in
concurrence with the president of the conveu-
tion, Dr. Lee, is suggesting that the conven-
tion open this year on Tuesday night, No-
vember 14 and close with the evening session
on Thursday. :

The committee has requested Dr. Lee to
preach this year instead of delivering a “pres-

idential address”; and he has agreed to do so
and since this would come on the first night
and would be in the nature of the usual pro-
gram of the Pastors’ Conference it would
not in any way take from the time of that
meeting  which  will be opened
morning.

Tuesday

We find no constitutional provision which
would interfere with this change and it has
been received with approval by ‘many breth-
ren to whom it has been mentioned. = The
committee would welcome an expression of

opinion corrcerning’  this  matter.—H.,
WaaLey, Nashville, Chairman  Program 3
Committee.

* * *

Too Broad a Charge

In an editorial note of March 30th we
made a statement which has given offense to
some of our readers. It was to the effect
that undertakers, doctors and lawyers wouald &
profit most from the legaljzation of alcoholic §
beverages and in puxnthuls added (perhaps
that - is why the lawyers want it restored). B8
The remark was not intended as a reflection {8
upon the individual lawyer, but as
against the concerted efforts of th
legal fraternity to overcome prohibition.

This good attorney reader of the paper
states: “T'here may be a number of peopl |8
who have been admitted to the bar and who 8
practice law that would be glad to sce the 8
return of lquor, but in what T shall say, [|8
am.speaking of real lawyers.” He then con- 8
tinues, “I will venture to say, that ninety per
cent of the lawyersin the State of
are “honest prohibitionists, and will bemos
the day when the ]vqunr laws are repealed.”

We do.not question the belief of o

a thal-
lenge

Tennesse

¥
H
i
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" friend regarding the above statement, but w

would like to know why it w: 1s that the Te
nessee Bar Association has been doing «F
much of late years to have prohibition ref
pealed, why they repeatedly voted for npc"
“And we \Vnr\lﬂ1|§(‘ to know why the nation:
bar association worked so hard to bring abos
repeal.  We would like to know why one
the outstanding attorneys of Nashville is »§
enthusiastic  member  of the
Against the Prohibition Amendment, (7
a deacon in a Baptist church!, Waoe is me!
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while another well known attorney used his
influence to block the passage of a resolu-
don in his church endorsing the work of the
Allied Prohibition Forces.

We regret that the statement we made
was not modified so as to meke clear that we

“do not believe ‘every attorney to be guilty of

rejoicing in the establishment of agencies
which generate crime just because their busi-
ness is thereby built up.  We realize that
there are attorneys ‘in Tennessee, scores of
them, great and true laymen who love right-
cousness and decency more shan they do per-
sonal gain.  And to them we honestly apola-
size. But it still remains a fact that the as-
sociation” of -lawyers, so far as we have the
records, have been almost unanimous in their
cfforts to defeat prohibition and restore le-
galized intoxicants.  Can there be any other
inference than that they know there will be
an increase of litigation as a result ‘of the
sale of alcoholic beverages?

This other fact may be brought to light,
viz.: many lawyers do not belong to the bar
We are quite sure that thou-
sands of good men do not helong to the na-
tional association, and many who do belong
have ‘become so disgusted with the reveling
which accompanies their annual meetings
that they do not attend. Do not the decent,
sober, righteous attorneys need then to set up
an organization composed of those attorneys
whase eves are lifted above the beer mug,
who love society better than they do personal
gain, and"whose heads are big' enough to sce
the blatant falsehoods. of the liquor propa-
ganda which has flooded this land during
recent )‘u:lr%?

And lest others misunderstood our state-
ment we add that what we said about doc-
tors and undertakers in no wise indicated a
belief on our part that they have connived
with the liquor element to bring about a res-
| ~ We appreci-
ate the objection raised by the good attorney
reader.” We join hands with him and others

to bring about a moral revolution that will

relegate to the political junk heap the cheap
politicians who have been in Nashville this
winter, :

* *  *

* Convention Debts
Several weeks ago the Western Recorder
in a lengthy editorial called upon me to pre-
sent to the brotherhood. through the Baptist
papers a certain plan for the retirement of
debts of Southern Baptist agencies which T
had outlined to agency executives more than
a year ago. Other papers have joined in the
request, and a number of brethren likewise
have done so. It is true that when the plan
was suggested it was approved by all the exe-
cutives of Southwide agencies save one; and
by them was presented to a sub-committee of
the Executive Committee. But the sub-com-
mittee thought it best not to consider it. T be-
lieved then and T believe now that had the

have succeeded and Southern Baptists would
not now be in so bad a plight with their
debts. In that I am sustained by Southwide
executives; for last fall those of the partici-
.pating agencies requested mie to inaugurate
it in January for the debt-paying campaign
of 1933. However, I made no effort to do
so because T felt the time had passed when it
could be pressed successfully. = “There is a
tide in the affairs of” denominational fi-
nance as well as in other “affairs of men”.

I'am deeply appreciative of the endorse-
ments that have been given the suggestion;
but T am convinced it would be unwise .to
press it now. Economic conditions have so
changed that T see no way by which we can
regain the lost ground. :

In my judgment a different course should
now be followed. . Southwide Baptist debts
should be pooled and refunded over a long
period of time. After conference with cer-
tain bankers, T suggested to the Promotional
Committee last September that steps should
be taken to that end. A committee’ was
named. to look into the feasibility of such
refunding, with Dr. J. E. Dillard as chair-
man, which is now actively working. T do
not know what progress is being' made.

However, it is my conviction that if the
debts of Southern Baptist agencies are not re-

funded as a whole, our denomination is in

grave peril of financial collapse. Several
agencies are already in default. Others,
while not in technical default, have made no
appreciable. reduction or none at all in their
debts in several years, or have increased their
obligations. Future annual maturities will
be greater in volume than in past years. Past
maturities have not all been paid.  What hope
is there for paying larger ones?
“This is no time to parley.
vigorous action is needed.

Prompt and
The Southern
Baptist Convention, at its session next May,
should forbid all its agencies to incur addi-
tional debts even 'if some charters must be
amended to make effective such instructions.
Only thus can any refunding proposal be
consummated. The Executive Committee
should present some definite, ‘concrete re-
funding plan including all Southwide debts
to meet a crisis which threatens tragedy.

This is no time to discuss the “why” of
debts. * They are upon us and the moral in-
tegrity of Southern Baptists is at stake. Eco-
nomic life is awry. Stalwart meg,are bewil-
dered. Honored and trusted brethren have
accepted places of responsible leadership as
executive committeemen. The denomination
looks to them for guidance. They should
speak now, that the brotherhood might have
opportunity “to study their. counsel, and not
wait until the Convention is in session when
the pressure of many subjects will consume
the few brief hours of Convention days.—
Louis J. Bristow, New Orleans.

Editor’s Note. 'We wish to call attention
to two or three points in the above article by

agency executives been permitted to put the . Brother Bristow. He is very correct in the

plan into practice as they requested, it-would

s

contention that the time has passed when any

effort to raise money by enlisting givers of
designated amounts offers hope. We there-
fore, have studied his other suggestion with
interest and care. - What are its defects?

Is there any way by which our debts can
be refinanced? Southern Baptists do not
own enough property to furnish collateral for
one third of their debts. Is there a bank in
the South or a bond company in ‘America that
will issue us six millions of dollars in_bonds
with nothing but our depressed spirits and a
lot of encumbered real estate to back up that
sum? We seriously doubt it. - And even if
an agency should be found that would under-
take the task, where could it sell the bonds?
And at what price could they be soldf Our
own opinion is that we could not sell six
million dollars worth of new bonds for two-
thirds of that sum in actual cash.

In the second place, the assumption of in-
stitutional debts by the Southern Baptist Con-
vention is what has ruined us. Had the Con-
vention never, begun to assume debts for any
agency, but had continued its old policy of
making each board a separate legal entity,
lenders of money would have been far less
apt to allow them to load themselves down
with obligations which they could not pay.
Had the owners of Ridgecredt, for example,
never been allowed to thrust their debt upon
the Education Board; had the Education
Board never have been authorized and com-
pelled to load the Ridgecrest property with
bonded indebtedness; had Southwestern Sem-
inary, the Bible. Institute and the Southern
Seminary not been led to believe that they
could buy real estate_and erect buildings to

‘their heart’s content, assured that the South-

ern Convention would back up their enter-
prises and pay them out, is it reasonable to
suppose that they could (with. the exception
of the Southern Seminary) have amassed the
indebtedness’ which rests upon them tdday?
Local bankers and other business mén would
never have loaned the money they. did had
they not been led to believe that they coul /
count on the Southern Baptist Convention t8
pay the debts. :

We agree with Dr. Bristow that some
drastic action is- now necessary. But what
shall it be? If the Executive Committee
has been unable thus far.to devise any method
that would bring relief, is there hope that
they can do so now? We have tried “Debt-
paying- Campaigns” and they have failed.
We have tried other things with . practically
no success. What action can we call dras-
tic, if it be not to go to our creditors in all
honesty and say to them' that conditions have
thrust us, as they have done 'so many thou-
sands of secular institutions, into a corner
where we are utterly overwhelmed. We
cannot pay. We, therefore, ask for you to
come and.sit with us in counsel that we may
devise some plan whereby the largest possible
part of the obligations may be met.

“Go into voluntary bankruptcy?” I hear
asked with astonishment. - Why not? TIs
there not more of honor and true Christian

(Continued on page 8)

o AV, A ST AR TR

B S
-~
















