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THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION

Perhaps there never was a time when
the need for doctrinal preaching was
greater than today. In every realm the
ery has been, ““Give us that which is prac-
tical, away with theory, give us life;’’
and God’s preachers have yielded to this
utilitarian spirit until our people are
weak and anemic and scarcely able to
stand alone. But some reply, “Do we
not need to inspire our people with more
zeal for the Lord’s work and lead them
into greater activity for Him?’’ They
forget, however, that doctrine and life
are inseparable and cannot be divoreced
without serious injury to both. In other
words, what we believe, will determine
what we do.

A very small per cent of our people
have any very definite understanding as
to what Baptists believe. Many other
peoples are proclaiming their beliefs over
the radio and otherwise and it is high
time that we begin to proclaim our dis-
tinctive teachings with the old-time zeal
and persistence of our Baptist forefath-
ers, without their rancor and prejudice.
Baptists thrive most when they are dis-
tinetive. Out of their concern to be agree-
able and broad and brotherly, rather
than faithful and loyal and true, they
have just about lost their distinetiveness.

One of the great fundamental doctrines
of the Bible is, that of Justification, and
may I say, with deference to all, that
the Baptists are the only people in my
knowledge who have been wholly consis-
tent in their attitude toward this doe-
trine both as to theory and practice.

What do we mean by Justification? It
is God’s formal act or decree in which
He accounts the sinner just or righteous
because of his faith in and dependence
upon what Christ has done and not upon
what the sinner has done, is doing, or
ever will do. One has said it means to
““Put right’’ with God. -Another, ‘‘It is
God’s verdict of not guilty.”’ Thayer’s
Greek Lexicon says, ‘‘dikaioo, to make
one righteous or acceptable.’’ - It includes
all these ideas and more. Paul’s idea of
the term seems to include much more
than is ordinarily put into' the word.
Many go far afield in their lnterpretatmn

of Bible truth by taking lexicon defini-
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tions for ccrt.un terms or by applying
rules of cold logic to statements of truth.
This method of interpreting Justification
as taught by Paul would place it in the
realm of that which is extremely legal,
the very thing Paul is seeking to offset.
The word seems to be synonymous in
meaning with Righteousness and includes
not only God’s declaration of our being
righteous and restored to His fav or, but
our actually being made righteous and
being thoroughly conscious of that right-
eousness, It is very closely linked with
Regeneration, Forgiveness, Conversion
and Reconciliation.

Does natural man need to be justified?
Many teach that man is naturally in the
kingdom of God, therefore, not in need
of justification from condemnation. To
the law and the testimony-to man’s never-
failing guide, the Bible: ‘‘There is not
a righteous man upon the earth, that
doeth good and sinneth not.”’ Eeel. 7:
20. ‘‘Behold I was brought forth in-
iquity and in sin did my mother conceive
me.’’ Psalms 51:5. ““For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God.”’
Romans 3:23. ‘“He that believeth not is
condemned already begause he has not
believed on the name of the only begotten
Son of God.” John 3:18. These plain
statements of scripture should be the end
of all controversy as to the need of justi-
fication.

A sense of this neell is innate in every
human heart. The Creator put it there.
The Indian mother throwing her babe to
the crocodiles, the African or Chinese
bowing down to his gods of wood and
stone or the poor, deluded Mexican mak-
ing long pilgrimages, crawling upon his
knees until the clothing as well as the
flesh is worn away, in order that he may
bow before some saint is evidence that

all mankind is conscious of the need of _

being ‘‘Put right’’ with God. This need,
therefore, is both personal and universal ;
and more than man needs to be ‘“Put
right’’ with his fellowman, more than he
needs the highest intellectual training,
more than he needs riches, in fact more
than he needs anything this world has

to offer, does he need to be ‘‘Put nght" 3

with God.

Justification is a divine act. It is also
personal—God does not justify or make
men righteous en masse, but it is indi-
vidual. There is no way to christianize
the social order except by justifying and
christianizing the individuals of that or-
der. God deals with groups both large
and small on the basis of individuals.

This justifying act on God’s part is
done once and for all. Simultaneous with
Justification is another transaction known
as Adoption, whereby we are adopted
into the family of God; and in which He
becomes our Father, we become His chil-
dren and Christ becomes our elder broth-
er. A spiritual relationship is formed,
which cannot be broken in this world nor
in the world to come. In this respeect,
Justification is unlike Forgiveness or
Conversion, for one will often be in need
of forgiveness of sins and conversion from
sins. The law condemns, but Justifica-
tion removes forever that condemnation;
for ‘‘There is therefore, now no condem-
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus.”’
Romans 8:1.
long drawn-out affair. God justifies the
very moment one believes.

One of the most important things con-

nected with Justification is the method :

of it. There seems to be four contentions:
first, it is secured by works; second, it
is by faith plus works; third, it is gotten
by faith and kept by works; fourth, it is
by faith and faith alone, without one
single thing being added or subtracted.
We have the first theory in its extreme
form in the system of the Catholic
Church. The second theory is the con-
tention of those who require faith plus
Baptism. The third group is composed
of those who say, we are saved by faith,

but unless we are careful to do good

works, we shall lose our salvation and
stand in need of being justified again.
Baptists believe unhesitatingly in the
last proposition, i. e.. we are justified
alone by faith. Here it will also be wise
to let the scripture speak. In Romans

-8:20, we read, ‘“Therefore by the deeds
“of the law, there shall no flesh be justi-

fied in His sight.”” Romans 4:2, “For if
Abraham were justified by works, he hath
(Continued on page 7)

Neither is Justification a .
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Cleveland

In response to the greatly appreciated
invitation of Pastor Loyd T. Householder,
of the First Baptist Church, we spent
Sunday, June 3, in Cleveland, one of the
most enterprising of our Tennessee cities.

One will not find a more cordial wel-

come than was accorded by Pastor House-
That

following a tonsil operation of a few days
before, prevented our entertainment in
the pastor’s home. But most comfortably
were we housed in the Hotel Cherokee,
which is one of the best. Mrs. House-
holder’s illness did not change her ac-
customed graciousness. The little boy
radiated cheerfulness. Pastor House-
holder, in markedly better health than he
was some months ago and improving all
the time, showed us unfailing courtesy.

At the morning hour we preached for
Pastor Householder and the First Chureh,
where we had a cordial welcome and a
fine and responsive hearing. In the
Sunday school, in the singing, and in
every phase of the worship, the Lord’s
presence in that church was sensed. The
pastor is God’s man and is leading in a
great way. He and his family are greatly
beloved in Cleveland.

At 6:30 Pastor Householder carried us
to South Cleveland for the B. Y. P. U.
hour for a brief season of worship and a
brief message with Pastor W. A. Webb
and his people. On his and his peo-
ple’s own initiative the B. Y. P. U. pro-
gram was deferred until after this serv-
ice. The cordial, sincere, and spiritual
welcome of both pastor and people and
the atmosphere of geniune worship warm-
ed our very soul. Pastor Webb is a true
and fruitful pastor. After this service,
Brother Webb carried us for another ser-
mon at the 7:30 hour to Big Springs
Church, Sam Melton, pastor, and then
returned for his regular sermon with his
own people.

Brother Melton was away in service at
another place. But for the short time we
were there, we heard so many speak of
him in high praise. The large, responsive
and attentive erowd and the unmistak-
able atmosphere of genuine spirituality,
gave evidence of the quality of his lead-
ership. We greatly enjoyed preaching
to his people. Following this, Brother
W. M. Hughes carried us to the train
for Chattanooga, and then for Newport
for a regional B. Y. P. U. convention.

In each of these churches, a nice club
of subsecribers to the Baptist and Reflec-
tor is being secured. Those in charge
are: First Church, the B. Y. P. U,, Direc-
tor, Kenneth E. Ross; South Cleveland,
Pastor Webb ; Big Springs, W. M. Hughes,
who has before done such splendid work
for the paper. These brethren are tak-
ing seriously the June campaign for sub-
seriptions by Sunday schools and B. Y.
P. U.’s. Brother pastor, superintendent,
and director, mobilize and organize your
forces for a tactful, concerted drive in
June for the paper that faithfully sup-
ports your work all the time. You can
help us greatly to increase our subscrip-
tion list. Remember the subscription
prices are payable in advance: One year,
$2.00; two years, $3.50; three years, $5.00;
in clubs of five or more sent in at one
time, $1.50 per member per year. Five
is only the minimum club number. Where
possible the number should exceed, and
greatly exceed this.

Forward with and for Baptist and
Reflector!

Dr. McGlothlin’s Sudden
Home-Going

(Editor’s Note: This article by Dr.
Gilmore is so well done that we are glad
to adopt it as our own expression concern-
ing the home-going of this great and good
man. We have a sense of personal loss
in his going, for he has been so courteous
and helpful to us since we have been in
the Sunday School Board building. We
shall greatly miss him. Blessings be upon
his loved ones.)

Rev. James Thomas McGlothlin, Busi-
ness Manager of the Sunday School Board
since September, 1932, died suddenly at

his home in Nashville, Tenn., Saturday
afternoon, June 9. He was in his office
till noon Saturday, apparently enjoying
his usual health. Of course his unexpected
home-going was a great shock to his many
friends who had come to esteem him most
highly not only for his work’s sake but
for his own sake. The funeral services
were conducted Monday afternoon by his
pastor, Dr. W. K. Powell, of the First
Baptist Church, assisted by Dr. Roger T.
Nooe, pastor of the Vine Street Christian
Church, in the midst of a great multitude
of friends from near and far, and inter-
ment was made in this city.

Dr. MeGlothlin was born in Sumner
County, Tennessee, near Gallatin, June
26, 1875. He graduated at Bethel College,
Russellville, Kentucky, and at the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He held
pastorates at Midway, Ky., Franklin, Ky.,
Hampton, Va., Frankfort, Ky., and Annis-
ton, Ala., his two longer pastorates being
at Franklin, twelve years, and Parker
Memorial, Anniston, ten years.

Besides his wife, Mrs. Bessie Williams
MeGlothlin, he is survived by a son, Jas.
T. McGlothlin, Jr., and a granddaughter,
Betty Jane MecGlothlin; a sister, Mrs.
Robert Lee, Portland, Tenn. His only
brother, Dr. William Joseph Me¢Glothlin,
President of Furman University and of
the Southern Baptist Convention, it will
be remembered, was killed in an auto-
mobile accident a year ago on his way to
the Southern Baptist Convention in
Washington City.

For a number of years Dr. McGlothlin
was the Alabama representative on the
Sunday School Board. As chairman of
the Committee on Survey of that Board
he rendered most effective service. When
the office of Business Manager was
created two years ago the Board turned
naturally to him. In this position he has
rendered conspicuous service, working in
closest co-operation with Dr. I. J. Van
Ness, the Executive Secretary-Treasurer.

Others will give worthy appraisals of
the life of this good man but this writer
desires 'to bear his testimony to him as
““a good minister of Jesus Christ’’ and as
an executive officer of outstanding ability
and as a sweet-spirited Christian gentle-
man.— Walter M. Gilmore.

Christ did not promise any of us ease
or so-called success. He never . . . -
gave us grounds to expeet to ever fare as
well in this world as fare men of the
world.—John W. Inzer (S. B. C.).

We believe that salvation
can only come to the earth when we ha\:e
found a way of putting men right in their
thoughts and in their will. We see no
hope for that except in the grace of God.
—M. E. Aubrey, England (8. B. C.).
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children. The 'report read by
Mrs. Charles Stakely of Alabama
to the Union on May 14, 1914,
recommending the beginning of
the Margaret Fund, put to the
test the power of the year's
motlo:

—Eph, 6:10,

“Tares and chaff and some-
times thorns have been in the|
field of its growth, but these can |
almost be forgot as we cherish
the garnerings of ils g()l(len‘i
grain.,” Two years passed, 1916,:|
before sufficient funds had been |
contributed—and accumulated by
interest on sale of Margaret Home
—1o extend this aid to our mis-
sionaries’ sons and daughters.
Diligently looking that the assist-
ance should reach to the ulter-
most, we find at the very first
eight students assisted: four from
Brazil, one from China, one from
Japan, one from Mexico and one
from Canal Zone. The amount
of money contributed and re-
ported by the W. M. U. treasurer
that first year, 1915, was only
$13.60 for- the Margaret Fund.
During these 20 years—really
only 18 years in granting scholar-
ships — $136,805 have been ex-
pended, assisting 265 students. In
1033, sixty-three students were
aided, $14,805 being given in
scholarships to them.

Is it difficult for you to figure

from whence this source of
growth and power as you rncel
the results of these years ofl

service?

“We are always wondering how,
because we do not see

Some one, unknown perhaps and
far away, on bended knee.”

The Margaret Fund was born
of prayer and love. Because Mrs.
Frank Chambers, the first donor|
to this fund, loved and prayed;
because your Margaret Fuml3
Committee, which includes every!
state chairman, loves and prn_\'s!
for this cause, as does every,
associational and local chuirman;g
because every missionary, \vhoﬁci
child is sent across the seas, is|
fervent in prayer for its ministry
—certainly we can look for such
things; its development and ex-’
pect of its ministry a service 10
humanity and to our God.

Will you not join us in a prayer
that the Margaret Fund workc!'s
“be strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might”? Please
pray with us that with clarity
we may chart the future of the
Margaret Fund according to His
will. Pray also for Margaret
Fund students during the summer
vacation months away from their
parents.

Aimee says she has seen four
generations of idiots in her ;gl-
ple. The attraction has n
consistent, -nmy«—UnknWl}-

“Be strong in the Lord|
and in the strength of His might.” |

i Vit misakes: b
pay ;
been corrected.—Roy L. Smi

Another Debt Cleared

By JOHN D. FREEMAN

o

Happy Baptists are again rais-
ing their voices in thanksgiving
and praise. Lewisburg, Bruceton,
and now Bell Buckle. They have
paid off the indebtedness against
their churches and are happy and
enthusiastic over the victory.

Pastor J. E. Lindner of Bell
Buckle writes: “It was a great
experience to see the Holy Spirit
working among the people as they
accomplished what seemed in
many ways an impossibility.
Then to see them rejoicing to-
gether was an experience never
to be forgotten. I have never
seen anything like it. They are
going on now and doing some
much needed repairing, painting
the roof and the outside wood
work.”

Brother Lindner is one of our
mission pastors and is to be con-
gratulated for his fine work. We
all rejoice with him and the
church at Bell Buckle over their
victory. What charch will be
next to lift the financial yoke
from its neck?

WHAT A MONTH?
Fred Dowell, Jr., was too mod-
est to report the results of his

work in Stewart County, but
Pastor D. W. Pickelsimer of
Dover has told us about it. He

says:

“I want to express my appre-
ciation and that of the churches
of this section for Fred Dowell,
Jr., and his four weeks of what
may be termed a new type of en-
listment work. He certainly did
some splendid work. He visited
seven of our churches with the
following results:

“Model, a senior union organ-
ized and a God’s Acre Club set up
with 16 members; Rushing’s
Creek, a Sunday afternoon service
begun; Crockett’s Creek, a senior
union organized with 16 mem-
bers; Tip Top, a God’s Acre Club
with 4 members; Dover, a splen-
did Sunday night service; Weaver
Store, God's Acre
members; Big Meadow, a God’s
Acre Club with 13 members, With
such fine results from four weeks
work, we only wish it had been
possible for us to have him
longer.”

Not only did Brother Dowell do
the work rcpo.rjled by Brothe;
Pickelsimer, he also preached an
taught, thus strengthening the
churches with which he
services. There is a crying need
for a great deal of such work
our state. TG
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“" SCHEDULE OF ASSOCIATIONAL MEETINGS FOR 1934

July
Date Association Church Location
17. .Big Hatchie..______Covington Covington
August
;. Cogcord...m SERAL L S L S S
. Robertson County___Pleasant Hill ________ RN _Near Orlind

8. Cumberland Gap____Myers Grove Claibournl;: Cl;)ulllit;
lf:. llinlmnww“_— ,.grccnwnml wriliaiznes

1. olston._____________ Baptist Tabernacle Buffal

16. Jefferson County._ Dumplin i o
22. East Tennessee._. - Liberty Hill Bybee
'.’8. Bledsoe.._______. Portland . _Portland
29. .\l'ulb‘erry Gap._______Choptae Rogersville
.:10. Big Emory, =Sunbight %= s aprsepans, Sunbright
30. Sequatchie Valley___Dunlap _______ Dunla
31, Tennessee Valley_ Smyrna Evensville
31. Hardeman County_ _Ebenezer . Rock Highway between

Bolivar and Silerton
September
1. Gibson County_.______ Poplar Grove Brazil

4. McNairy County____West Shiloh ________ Near Stantonville

5. Crockett County_____Maury City i
6. Madison County Maple Springs
8. Stockton Valley. Clear Fork
12, Salem.._._ Burt__

13. McMinn County_.___Goodfield

M
1 Mile South Albany, Ky.
12 Miles West Woodbury
Decatur

14. William Carey_______Cash Point
19. Clinton__________Jacksboro Jacksboro
19. Wilson County Greenvale
20. Holston Valley Persia 5 Miles South Rogersville
20. Watauga East Side Elizabethton
21. Beech River_______ New Prospect______5 Miles South Saltill
21. Maury County Columbia, 2nd Columbia
26. Carroll County_____ Camden Camden
27. Duck River. Mt. Lebanon -
28. Northern.._________Cedar Grove 4
29. Providence.._________Mt. Pleasant
October
Date Association Church Location
3. NewSalem ________ Peyton’s Creek Monoville
4. Stone___._________ Johnson Menterey, Rt. 1
5. Riverside Monterey Monterey
6. Judson_.____ New Ho
9. Cumberland. . _Fern Valley___________ Jordan Sprin

9. Weakley County____Bethel 2 Miles North Greenfield

10. Stewart County _Big Meadow Big Rock
11. Western District.___Spring Hill :

11. Beulah. . Reelfoot

16. - Knox-County....____Deaderick Avenue : . Knoxville
16. Ocoee_.___ . _East Lake Chattanooga
17. Polk County._..______ Coletown. 1 Mile North Copperhill
18. Sweetwater.______Rocky Springs.________________ Madisonville
25. Nashville_ ‘Donélson ____________________ Donelson
30. Shelby County._.____Seventh Street _ Memphis

We have not received minutes of the following associations:
Campbell County, Chilhowee, Dyer County, Enon, Fayette County,
Giles County, Grainger County, Hiwassee, Indian Creek, Lawrence
County, Midland, New River, Nolachucky, Southwestern District,
Unity and Wiseman.

Please send us the following information:

1. Where is the church located with which the association
meets? If it is not shown in this schedule, please let us know.

2, If it is in the country, please write us how to reach it from
the highway or the nearest town.
- 3. Send two copies of your minutes if we do not already have
them.

~ Seventeenth Annual Baptist Picnic

Sponsored by
s Associational Baptist Young
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