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F d i t o r i a l
Truth Revealed To Babes

Matthew (11:25) and Luke (10:21) 
record that on two occasions Jesus cx- ultingly expressed His full and adoring 
approval of the divine procedure in hid­ing “ these things fr.om the wise and pru­
dent (understanding)” and revealing “ them unto babes.”The phrase, “ these things,” relates 
immediately to the revelations in the context. Ultimately, it includes the whole 
body of revealed truths; “ the statement holds with reference to Christ’s whole -aching and healing ministry, and the 

velation of the kingdom they contained” (Expositor’s-Greek Testament).
“ The wise and the understanding” mean the worldly-wise. The immediate 

reference is to “ the Rabbis and scribes, 
the accepted custodians of the wisdom of 
Israel” (Expositor’s Greek Testament). The phrase ultimately includes all devo­tees of “ the wisdom of this world,” pro- 
posing to guage. interpret and apply Christian truth by their academic stand- ards.

The term “ babes” means “ these little 
ones which believe in Me” and who in 
regeneration have “ become as little chil­dren” (Matt. 18:3, 6). In humility, trust­fulness and open-mindedness to the Word 
of God, these are found progressively 
“ easting down imaginations, and every high tiling that exaltetli itself against the. knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). Thus they in­
creasingly “ learn—not to think—above that which is written” (I Cor. 4:6 II. V.).

From the worldly “ wise and under­standing,” truth remains hidden. They 
may learn “ the letter,” but they remain ignorant of “ the spirit” thereof. “ But 
the nutural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish­
ness unto him : neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14).

It is not academic scholarship in itself 
that is called “ the wisdom of this world,” but such learning proposing by its own 
standards to determine, interpret and apply revealed spiritual truth. With it­
self as the test of validity, it is the “ in­truding into those tilings which he hath 
not seen, vainly puffed up bv his fleshly mind”  (Col. 1:18).

Of such Paul says that “ the world by wisdom knew not God”  (1 Cor. 1:21). Of the devotees thereof, “ vainly puffed up by their fleshly mind,”  he says that 
"Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools”—morons, simpletons, block­
heads (Moraino, Horn. 1:22). This is how 
such “ stack up” spiritually. And Paul is here referring to just such worldly 
wisdom as animated the ancient philoso­
phic world, which essayed to rationalize the world and human existence and Christianity and to do it in entire or 
partial independency of God’s revealed Word. Modernism undertakes to do the 
same today by tampering with the Word of God to make it square with “ the find­
ings” of worldly science, philosophy and psychology. The devotees classify them­
selves as really “ wise”  and “ educated,” but God classifies them as “ fools!”

With all their protestations to the con­
trary, real Christian truth remains hidden from these “ wise and understanding” ones. Guaging the Word of God by their 
learning instead of the reverse, moderns 
are unable to improve on the ancient, philosophic Athenians, who erected “ an altar with this inscription, TO THE UN­
KNOWN GOD.” For the god which such 
a course “ discovers” is not the God re­vealed in Scripture, who is “ the only true and living God.”

Shall academic learning, therefore, be 
eschewed f By no means. Suns and stars there have been and are in the intellectual 
world who have drunk long and deeply of '“‘tlie Pierian Spring,” and yet have 
brought their comprehensive learning to the feet of Judea’s Messiah and have held 
and exclaimed with Him, “ Thy Word is tru th !” Follow in their footsteps.

But all real grasp of revealed truth and safe interpretation of natural truth in the light of the other must begin at the babe­
line, the state of regeneration and the 
humble, simple, trustful, teachable atti­tude of mind and heart that bows rever­ently at tile Word of God to “ see what 
the Lord God saitli.” Scholastic aristoc­
racy and worldly wisdom may call this foolish, hut God Himself calls these fool­

ishness. And l‘If any mail among you 
thinketh himself to be wise, let him be­
come a fool tliut li« may be wise. ” God 
“ hast hid these tilings from the wise and 
understanding, and hast revealed them unto babes.”

“ Thou through thy commandments has made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.

• “ 1 have more understanding than all 
my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.

“ 1 understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts”  (Psalm 
119:98-100).
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An Education Plus
The command to study the Word of God and to shape life by its teachings carries 

with it the duty of learning to read and of teaching people to read in order that 
the Word may lie studied. Extend the principle of training in learning to read, 
and we hnve the educational process from grammar school to university. There­
fore, education in whatever measure may he demanded by one’s opportunity and 
position in life is u duty and u privilege.

If they stny within their proper hounds and tell the truth about the subjects of 
which they treat, academic textbooks arc, 
in themselves, neither Christian nor nnti- . Christian. But, depending on how and 
by whom they are taught, they may lie made to serve either Christian or anti- 
Christian ends. Consequently, it is vitally 
important that the education of our youth lie pursued under Christian teachers and 
in a Christian atmosphere where their loyalty to "the faith once delivered to 
the saints” shall be neither endangered nor overthrown.

There are parents who have gone to the 
grave with broken hearts because, for the sake of worldly prestige, they sent their boy or girl to “ that big school” where 
historic Christian verities were belittled, 
and opposed, and that boy or girl came back home with faith shipwrecked. It 
was a costly investment in human pridel 

That institution which tends to awaken the soul to spiritual matters and to con­
firm it therein, gives a better type of 
training tInin that which trains the mind, 
but leaves the soul dead or unfed. It gives education plus.Some years since, Dr. II. E. Watters, 
then President of Union University, .lack- son, - Tenn., wrote a gripping pamphlet 
entitled, Why Christian Education? in 
it were these among other quotations: 
“ The world is going to need in the future 
greater trained men with greater charac­
ter, and the Christian college is the in­stitution that will produce them. I have 
sixteen colleges on my list to which I have given large sums.”—James J. Hill. (Mr. 
Hill was the great railroad magnate.— Ed.) “ A purely, secular education can 
produce only a machine without a soul, a social personality without a conscience, 
a horizon without a Heaven or a God.”— Frederic Ehy, Chair of History, Univer­sity of Texas. Investigation by the au­
thor of the pamphlet showed at that time that 69% of the names in Who’s Who 
were from Christian schools; nnd that 
state schools have furnished 66 2/3% of
























