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The Way of Washington Must Be Our Way

Washington was the exponent of pure Americanism. Five great factors
are found in his life—the home, the nation, the school, the Church, and God.
These are the five great facts in American history. They are the fundamentals
of America’s future. This country, with its constitution, its laws, its liberties,
and its ideals, is a priceless heritage. Are we preserving it for our children
as we received it from our sires? We cannot preserve our liberty without
perpetuating the lofty, red-blooded Americanism which won it. The ne-
farious secret societies insidiously working in America from abroad to poison
the public mind and pull down the government of our fathers need the at-
tention of true Americans.

The hope of America is in the American home. It is the doorsill of the
American Republic. True Americans must be true to their homes. The
greatest power in the home is the power of a good mother’s prayers. George
Washington’s mother had a place of prayer to which she retired every day
to pour out her heart to God for her home and her fatherless children. Tt
is fitting that at the head of her grave there should stand a marble monu-
ment bearing the simple inseription: ‘‘The Mother of Washington.”” The
hope of the world in one very important sense depends upon the American
home. The hope of the American home depends upon the mother in the home.

George Washington was a pioneer in education. Our age is not yet up
with him. He advocated military training and West Point is the result, but
some of his educational policies are yet to be adopted. His greatest long-
ing, however, was a chance for every poor child to get an education. I be-
lieve little in America tonight would please him more than our public school
system with its twenty-five million children and one and one-half billion
dollars annually expended. The enemies of a free government are enemies
of free schools. I wish George Washington could come to Peabody College
and see an institution for a greater type of special training than West Point.
~ For America must educate or abdicate. Keep the pubhc schools of Amcnca
pure to the ideals of Washington and this country is safe.

The fourth great fact of pure Americanism is the Church. No one will
ever know how much his Church had to do with the career of George Wash-
ington. He believed in the Church, attended it, supported it, and worked
for it. Its worship, its ideals, its inspiration, and its conso]ation all sustained
him. The Bible and the flag were his constant companions. Today the open
Bible is the only guarantee of a free Church. The United States flag is the
only guarantee of a free Church in a free State. The Church is America’s
richest asset, finest social symbol, and greatest spiritual arsenal.

The fifth great force in the Americanism of George Washington was the
fact of God. Washington, under God, lived a secret life of prayer, an open
life of purity, and a public life of service. The personality and the hfe of
‘Washington would have been impossible without, God. Faith in God is still
the greatest force in America. The greatest enemy this country has is within
its own borders, and it is unbelief. America itself is impossible without God.
Talk about an atheistic Americanism! Even our money bears the impress,

“In God We Trust.”” Let it be stamped upon our manhood too.
“In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.”’
- —From the Evangel, Firlt Bapdlt Chmh W. F. Powell, Pastor,
Nashville, 'l‘e ¢
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EDITORIAL

Drawing The Bow At A Venture

Some people are willing to work only in an advisory capacity.
But they work overtime in that.

Take “do” and add “‘ugh” to it and you state the motive of
some, even of some religionists. They “do” for the ‘“dough.”
Ugh!

If a speaker keeps on saying something when he is saying
nothing, probably his hearers will wish before he finishes his
address he were at his address.

“A prophet is not without honor save in his own country and
in his own house.” However, one prophet is not to take this as
appointing him an agent to see that this Scripture is fulfilled in
the case of another prophet.

A vote is: “A wish, choice, or opinion, of a person or a body
of persons, expressed in some received and authorized way . .. .. 5
the formal expression of a wish, desire, will, preference, or choice,
in regard to any measure proposed . . . .. " (Webster.). There-
fore, those who know the nature and effects of beverage liquor
and voted and brought back legal booze into the country and
those who know the nature and effects of liquor and by their

legislative maneuvers and by their vote express themselves in-

favor of legal booze in Tennessee say thereby that they approve
the evil consequences of booze.

N. O. Dreamer said not long since:

“The other day my nephew asked:

‘Uncle, what is the best thing for “the morning after?”’

“I replied, ‘A major operation.’

‘What,’ he said, ‘an operation?’

“Yes,” I said, “cut out the night before.”
* * K

“Born of Water” Again

In his issue of April 29 our greatly appreciated and gifted
friend, Editor Brown of the Word and Way, courteously takes
issue with our interpretation of “born of water” in John 3:5. Our
view is that in regeneration there are two simultaneous elements—
cleansing from moral defilement and the giving of a new nature—
and that “born of water” relates to the first and “born of the
Spirit” to the other. In this view John 3:5 is taken to mean the
same as Titus 3:5—"“washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost.”

Bro. Brown holds with certain others that “born of water”
means the entrance by baptism into the Kingdom in its outward
aspect of the man who has received spiritual life by being “born
of the Spirit.” He calls attention to Jesus’ words, to Nicodemus:
“Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God,”
and “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” Then he states his view as
follows: “Now, as we see the matter, ‘seeing’ and ‘entering into’
express entirely different ideas. ‘Seeing' is the exercise of an

‘inner spiritual capacity, while ‘entering into’ suggests an outward

act. Someone has suggested that Jesus, knowing the working of
Nicodemus’ mind, which had prompted him to approach the
Saviour by night, desired to show him that he needed not only
the spiritual birth in order to see and urderstand spiritual truth,

but he needed also to submit to baptism as the outward confession
of his new life and knowledge.

“In the spiritual sense, one does not enter the kingdom of God
—the kingdom ‘is within you.’ The Kingdom of God on earth—
the church—is entered by baptism. So one is born anew, or of
the Spirit, in order to see the Kingdom of God, while one is to be
born of the Spirit, plus that of water—baptism, in order to enter
into the church—the earthly kingdom of God.”

Bro. Brown’s editorial is a splendid exposition of this view,
that “born of the Spirit” means the entrance of spiritual life
into the believer and “born of water” means the believer’s en-
trance into the Kingdom in its external aspect as the expression
of this inner life.

But even if, as our friend elsewhere says, there are instances
in Scripture when ‘“church” and “kingdom are used synony-
mously, we are unable to see that the passage quoted by him is
necessarily one of these instances. “I appoint unto you a king-
dom, as my Father hath appointed me, that ye may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom.” One may eat and drink “at”
a table in the Kingdom and the church may be the executor of
and be “in” the Kingdom and still these things not make the
church to be the Kingdom.

That Nicodemus came to Jesus by night may or may not imply
a cowardly approach. The palsied man also approached Jesus by
night. The record does not say that there were no others around
when Nicodemus came. But whatever the situation was, it seems
to us that an interpretative argument on John 3:5 cannot be
adequately based on an_ implication.

We are constrained to dissent to our brother’s view that “see”
and “enter into” in-the passage necessarily express separate and
dissimilar relationships to the spiritual life and to the Kingdom,
which are set forth in the ideas of the inner reception of spiritual
life and the outward expression of it.

In the natural birth, of which the new birth is the analogue,
one is not only “born of” the mother in order to “see,” but also
bom of the same mother and in the same process “into the world.”

There is a spiritual movement or transition in the new birth.
Of course, it cannot be expressed in physical space-terms, but
it is a genuine spiritual movement. One is “translated into the
kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:3) and passes “from (out of)
death unto (into) life” (John 5:24). So in the new birth in which
spiritual life enters the believer, the believer at the same time
enters into ‘“the kingdom of his dear Son.” In the birth of the
Spirit one both “sees” and “enters into.” Thayer says that,
metaphorically, “enter into” (eiserkomai) expresses the idea of
“entrance into any condition, state of things, society, employ-
ment.” We are not yet prepared, therefore, to accept our brother’s
argument based on “see” and “enter into.”

Whatever the terms in John 3:5 may-mean, the natural con-
struction is that “born of water” and “born of the Spirit” are
equally made conditional to entering the Kingdom as used in the
passage. “Except a man be born of water AND of the Spirit he
cannot enter, etc.” If, then, “born of water” means baptism and
“kingdom” is used in the spiritual sense, baptism is conditional
to salvation. If “kingdom” be construed in the external sense,
then John 3:5 is made to conflict with facts, because men have
entered into the Kingdom externally without the new birth (Matt.
13:41) and even without baptism.

As we see it, Jesus spoke in spiritual connections of only one
spiritual birth of which the terms in John 3:5 are explicative.
Jesus' mild censure of Nicodemus evinced that the latter should
have known from the Old Testament Scriptures the aspects of
the new birth discussed by Christ. But the Old Testament knows
nothing of being born of the baptismal waters into the Kingdom.
It does present the elements of cleansing from moral defilement
and the giving of a new nature in regeneration. Furthermore,
the view which we are supporting is consonant with Jesus' use
of “water” elsewhere in John's Gospel in relation to the work
of the Spirit and with Paul's reference to “the washing of re-

generation and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”

To our mind the terms in John 3:5 are of the same spiritual
quality and are co-equal conditions to entering the Kingdom as
used in the passage, and that each is met in the same realm, the
believing heart. The same “man,” “the inward man,” is “born
of water and of the Spirit” and is t.hereby “translated into the
kingdom of his dear Son.”
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