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WHAT IS USEFULNESS?

JEFF D. RAY, Homiletics
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

[ used to say that I would not care to live a day
after I ceased to be active. This remark was always
justified on the ground that I would not wish to
outlive my usefulness. A little better knowledge
of the meaning of life has cured me of that sort of
talk. I can cite within my limited sphere scores of
people shut in by physical infirmity who have been
pre-eminently useful—in some cases far more than
ever before in their lives.

One ground of this false view is that we are apt
to measure usefulness by public performance. The
people who render the most vital and permanent
service to humanity are not just a few outstanding
public servants whose activities and benefactions
get talked about on the street or headlined in the
newspapers. The great mass of service that really
keeps the world going is rendered by obscure, un-
known, almost forgotten men and women.

Take for example the making of a great daily
newspaper. A few names appear often in its col-

whose contributions keep the paper going and mea-
sure its usefulness. But the facts is these are only
surface helpers. A very large per cent of the writ-
ing and perhaps I could say the best, most effective
writing in a daily paper is done by men whose
names never appear in its columns. A man fur-
nishes two to four columns of editorial matter every
day and probably not ten per cent of his readers
~_ know his name or give him a moment’s thought.
And yet what he writes not only mirrors the poliey
he paper but shapes public sentiment on vital
questions of the day. There is a group of reporters
who furnish the news. They write night and day
and rarely have the thrill of seeing their names in
print. Back ‘o\f\d{;o effective writers are press
men, linotypers, proof readers, clerical force, et al.,
who render vitally essemtial service in producing
the paper but the publie ;fx\mxwlothing of them.

I am citing these facts to show how superficial we
are if we make up our roster of useful men from
those whose names we most often see onnection
with great enterprises. These are often mere flot-

sam and jetsam. The real task is done by men
working under cover and in obseurity.
k .

umns, and the superficial think these are the men -

It also shows how foolish we are if we measure
our own usefulness by our public activities and by
public recognition thereof. The stoker on a steam-
ship is never seen and rarely thought of by the pas-
sengers but no steamer ever crossed the ocean with-
out him. The ship might get across without a cap-
tain but never without the hidden coal shoveling
stoker,

A man’s sense of usefulness will depend upon his
seeing the romance under the surface of his daily
grind.

Three rock masons were at work near a half fin-
ished temple. A man said to one, ‘‘what are you
doing?’”’ He answered, ‘‘I am trimming this stone
down.’”’ He asked the second and he said, ‘‘I am
earning eight dollars a day.”” He asked the third
and he said, ‘I am building a temple!"’ This last
man never complained that he was not useful. He
saw the temple beyond the stone and felt himself
a comrade with the architeet and the contractor.

I am writing this to re-enforce my own some-
times drooping spirit and along with myself multi-
tudes of others who are tempted to feel that the
task is all a pitiless grind with no golden harvest,
Who was that General in the Spanish-American War,
when jealousies arose in the army in a time of
vietory, rebuked it saying, ‘‘There is glory enough
for us all?’’  As is the part of him who goes out to
fight valiantly in the spectacular battle, so shall bhe
the part of him who in patient, faithful obscurity
“‘stays by the stuff.’”’ Let the stoker wave a com-
rade’s joyous greeting to the captain and the rock
mason affectionately salute the architect.

In the ““last round-up’’ all the faithful toilers will
share and share alike. As we sow, we shall reap.

“There are loyal hearts, there are spirits brave,
There are souls that are pure and true;

Then give to the world the best that you have,
And the best will come back to you.

TFor life is the mirror of king and slave,
"Tis just what we are and do;

Then give to the world the best you have,
And the best will come back to you.” .

—Seminary Hill, Texas.
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EDITORIAL

“Debates on Trivial Themes”

This expression was used by a brother at the New Orleans Con-
vention, whose speech took in a lot more than properly belonged
to the subject he was discussing. He said that our Baptist papers
sometimes carried debates on trivial themes.

It set us to wondering. What is a trivial theme? Who is to
determine whether a theme is trivial, a given editor or the man on
the Convention platform who, we judge, has never been an editor?
If the latter, would his definition of trivail be generally accepted
as accurate? One should be rather slow about deciding that a
thing is trivial because HE thinks it is.

Our Baptist papers allow discussions on Bible doctrines, as the
Virgin Birth, the Atonement, Salvation, Missions, Giving, etc.
They carry discussions on various social problems and inter-
pretations. They carry discussions on Baptist polity and practice.
Are these trivial themes? We “trow not.” So far as we can
recall, no Baptist paper with which we are acquainted deals in
trivial themes. They are all important either in themselves or
in their connection and implications.

We venture that if the brother in question were to write in
our papers on some theme, it would not be trivial to him. But
somebody else might think it was. This, however, would not
necessarily make it so. If, therefore, his intellectual dislike of
certain themes is such as to make him interpret them as trivial,
that does not necessarily prove that they are.

But perhaps our editors, in order to guard against triviality,
.should go entirely outside the editorial circle and experience
and get some man to interpret for them what is important and
what is not!

b Ao P

Current Criticism of the Executive Committee

Recently in certain quarters the Executive Committee of the
Southern Baptist Convention was criticised on the ground that
it seemed averse to publishing new Convention proposals in
advance of the Convention and had ignored a Convention by-
law with this requirement “identical with” some resolutions
adopted by the body and had “sought and obtained” the] death
of this by-law, seemingly “looking around for what use it might
make of its newly-conferred powers.”

In its issue of May 13 the Baptist and Reflector cited the Con-
vention minutes to show that there had never been such a by-
law but instead an item in the Convention Procedure; that this
was an instruction to the Secretaries of the Convention and not
to the Executive Committee; that this item was not identical with
the resolutions referred to; and that the resolutions themselves,
though introduced, had never been adopted by the Convention.
It was held, therefore, that the criticism of the Executive Com-
mittee on the premise indicated was not warranted.

There seems to be a disposition to centinue the criticism with
a slight admission of error ‘in the citation of proof. But we still
feel that it is not supported by the record. .

Do any of our editorial or other brethren really believe that
the men appointed by the Convention on the Executive Com-

mittee are of such small caliber as to seek and obtain the death
of a Convention requirement in order to try out their newly-
conferred powers? Surely not! Then why so phrase a criticism
as to suggest it? Let the Committee be blamed, if it be thought
needful, but let not its motives be impugned any more than the
motives of its critics. In neither case is this justifiable.

The revisions of the Constitution and By-Laws and Convention
Procedure, one of which brought in the elimination of the item
on advance information, were referred by the Convention to the
Executive Committee “for consideration and report.” This could
only mean that the Committee should study the question in-
volved and make recommendations according to its best judgment.
To insure a longer and more careful study and report than were
possible for the Committeer as a whole in the limited time of its
meeting, a special committee of three from and three from outside
the Executive Committee was appointed for this purpose. This
should remove the possible notion of Executive Committee bias.
Through this special committee the other worked. It should no
more be criticised for using this technique than other large com-
mittees when they employ a similar technique.

The special committee recommended among other things the
elimination of the item in the Convention Procedure under dis-
cussion and the Convention adopted it. If blame is to be charged,
place it on the Convention for referring the matter to the Execu-
tive Committee .and then adopting the recommendation that
followed. Investigation of the matter from several angles has
convinced us-that this recommendation was not based on the
personal animus of the brethren against the item but on en-
tirely different grounds. It was not a trial of newly-conferred
powers. Fundamentally, the Southern Baptist Convention is re-
sponsible for the status of the matter. The committees in the
case were but Convention instruments.

It has been later said that at New Orleans the Executive Com-
mitteee in its report introduced “an entirely new principle” into
the distribution of Southwide funds contributed by the churches.
Well, if so, do not forget that the Convention approved it. The
citation in support of the statement that a new principle was
introduced is the setting aside of four percent, or $25,000, yearly
of distributable receipts as a “preferred item” hypothecated to
certain Convention bonds, this amount to be deducted monthly -
until this sum is reached before the funds are sent to the several
causes. But if one looks on page 87 of the Convention minutes
for 1929 for the background of the matter and then studies the
reports of the Executive Committee in subsequent annuals, he
finds that this $25,000 has been expressly declared to be a “pre-
ferred. item” since 1930. The New Orleans report and Conven-
tion only perpetuated it. This is far from being “an entirely-
new principle.”

It has also been said that at New Orleans the Executive Com-
mittee recommended that one per cent, or $6,000, of Southwide
funds be set aside as a “preferred item” for the Brotherhood
work, but that this was referred until next year. The facts re-
vealed in the minutes are as follows: Prior to 1936 the Con-
vention instructed the Executive Committee to provide funds for
the Brotherhood. In 1936 the Committee recommended that
$6,000 be made a preferred item to take effect in 1937 and the
Convention approved it. At New Orleans the matter was only
continued. Not only so, but the recommendation which was
referred until next year was that the Brotherhood be given a

percentage allocation in Co-operative Program funds along with
the other agencies. This was an entirely different recommenda-
tion and, furthermore, was made by Lawson H. Cooke, Associate
Secretary of the Brotherhood, and not by the Executive Commit-
tee at all!

It seems to the Baptist and Reflector that a criticism of the
Executive Committee ought not to err in the facts in this way.
Of course, such an error is wholly unintentional. But the op-
posers of our co-operative work, along with anti-missionaries
and omissionaries both in and out of the churches, find in the
criticism of our brethren a sweet morsal and they chew and
chew on it. And when the criticism does not seem to be well
based, it takes on a more deplorable aspect.

We would not shield the Executive Committee from any criti-
cism that was due. But as we view these brethren personally and
in the light of the records, we are constrained to believe that the
current criticism is in error. Brethren ought not to be held re-
sponsible for something they have not done. %
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Whisky Md'y Be Legally Made In Tennessee

Of course every Tennessean knows that whisky is illegally made
in certain sections of the state.

But possibly there may be some to whom the fact has not
struck home that under the operation of a bill recently passed
by the State Legislature and. signed by the Governor whisky
may be legally, manufactured in the state. The bill provides that
upon the petition of ten per cent of the qualified voters in a county
an election may be called and held to determine whether the
county wishes to have liquor made in its borders or not. If it
votes affirmatively, then one who desires to_and meets whatever
conditions may be prescribed can manufacture booze in the
county.

There is a grim irony and inconsistency in the fact that al-
though liquor may be made under the law in a given county it
cannot be legally sold in the county or elsewhere in the state
because state law prohibits such! But if anyone thinks that the
liguor which may thus be made will not be illegally sold in the
county and state, he is gullible indeed. One would have to have
extremely poor sight, if not be actually blind, not to see that
this law in operation would mean the practical nullification of the
state prohibition law. We wonder if the wets who sponsored
the bill did not see (and intend) this, and we wonder still more
why the drys who saw fit to join with them did not see this.

And so, step by step the wet philosophy and program are adroit-
ly seeking to bring in the day when our state dry law will be
repealed and whisky again be legally made and sold in our fair
Tennessee, and some drys are foolishly falling in line under mis-
taken views as to what is best. Forbid their success, Almighty
God!

The recent Legislature under the sponsorship of the wets, aided
more or less by certain drys, also passed an act calling for a
referendum on September 23 next to sound out sentiment in the
state for or against the repeal of the state prohibition law. At
another time we propose to print a copy of the bill in the Baptist
and Reflector for the information of our readers and also to have
something to say concerning it.

Evil days for personal and legal sobriety seem to be here.
Those of us who are enemies of booze and its attendant cor-
ruptions need to be prayerful, watchful and active.

* * *

Spencer and Doyle Baptist Churches

Sunday, May 30, the editor preached the dedicatory sermon
for the Spencer Baptist Church, W. M. Kerr, pastor. Secretary
Freeman had previously preached two sermons on the Fifth Sun-
day Meeting Program which was held at the church, as also
Pastor O. L. Minks, McMinnville, and Pastor D. W. Pickelsimer,
Doyle. We do not have at hand the names of others who had
previously appeared on the program.

On the day we were present Bro. Pickelsimer, Edward Lance,
Clerk of Union Association, Sparta, representing the Baptist
Training Union, and officers of the association, Mrs. D. W. Pickel-
simer, Doyle, representing the W. M. U. and Walter C. Gaffin,
McMinnville, representing the Men's Bible Class of the First
Baptist Church there, which had provided the lot for Spencer,
appeared on the program. Another brother whose name we failed
to get gave on behalf of the Building Committee a most ex-
cellently arranged report. The church was dedicated free of
debt. Pastor W. M. Kerr presided at the service. It seems that
brighter days have dawned for the Spencer Baptist Church. At
noon, with several others, we enjoyed an excellent dinner in
the home of Bro. Fred Simmons.

At the evening hour we preached for Pastor D. W. Pickelsimer
and his people at Doyle after a season of fine fellowship in his
home. He is doing a fine work at Doyle. For the night we went
to the restful home of Pastor W. M. Kerr. He as moderator of
Union Association and pastor of churches and Bro. Pickelsimer
and Pastor Nelson at Sparta and others are serving in a fine
way. Spencer, Doyle and Sparta are churches aided by the State
Mission Board. They are going forward nobly and our co-
operative work in that section is looking up.

Pastor E. W. Barnett Honored Gh

Annniversary

On Friday evening, May 28, the Seventh Baptist Church, Nash-
ville, together with friends, carried out a program at the church
in celebration of the eighteenth anniversary of the pastor, E. W.
Barnett. Mrs. Barnett was, of course, included in the celebration.
Miss Myrtle Riggan presided. Others who appeared on the pro-
gram by way of music, addresses or readings were: Mrs. Otto
Dickerson, President of the W. M. U., which sponsored the cele-
bration; Mrs. Robt. Byrn; Mrs. W. H. Vaughn; Miss Natoma King;
Miss Kathleen Lansdown; Mrs. R. K. Kimmons; the editor, and
Pastor E. W. Barnett, responding to the expression of apprecia-
tion.

After the editor had spoken briefly he presented to Pastor and
Mrs. Barnett gifts from the church in expression of their love
in addition to their many other similar expressions. At the con-
clusion of the program delicious refreshments were served in the
basement by the Y. W. A.

Bro. Barnett has done a fine work at the Seventh Church these
eighteen years and he, with his family, is deeply entrenched in
the affections of his people. Together with his people, the
Baptist and Reflector wishes them many happy returns.

* * %

The Tears of Jesus

Alas, those crystal tears drdp one by one,

The overflow of fountains, angel stirred;

And run a moment’s race before the sun,

Then leaping, make a final splash unheard.

The rocks that drank that sacred blood echoed

An inward groan—Jerusalem gave no heed.

Before a tomb this liquid love was sowed:

Each tear a prayer, to sanctify the deed.

How measureless these stars of heavenly dew!

How deep the soul from which their radiance sprang!
How silently does melted love us woo,

And teach us what and why the angels sang.

We bathe our weary souls in tears like these,

And pass refreshed through sorrow’s burning breeze.

—R. Lofton Hudson.

Christian Education Day
By J. E. Dillard

June is Christian Education month throughout the Southern
Baptist Convention territory. The last Sunday is designated
“Christian Education Day.” Each state has its own plan; but all
seek to stress the importance of Christian Education and the in-
stitutions of Christian Education. The subject is vital; the time is
opportune.

Wide awake pastors and Sunday school superintendents will
plan together for the suitable observance of this period. Such
plans should include at least the following:

A special program in the Sunday school setting forth the im-
portance of education, higher education, and Christian education.
(Pictures of our colleges and seminaries should be prominently
posted);

A Sunday morning sermon or appeal to parents to religiously
educate their children and to support with their prayers, patron-
age and purses our Christian institutions of learning;

A Student Night using college students themselves in the service,
and inviting those interested to have a talk with the pastor. (Of
course, he will have catalogs and definite information on hand);

A special offering in the Sunday school, and the loose offering
in the preaching service to be given for Christian Education in
the state,

If the program is intelligently and systematically carried out,
it will help the church and pastor; it will inspire some young
person to make special preparation for intelligent Christian service
and leadership; and the offering will greatly help the cause of
Christian Education in the state. .

Send the offering promptly and properly designated to your
state secretary. : g
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MISS BRUCE SAILING

Miss Margaret Bruce will represent
Tennessee Y. W. A. at the Youth Con-
ference in Zurich, Switzerland. We are
happy that she can attend this great
meeting and we know she will bring back
much information and inspiration to us.

She sails on the_S. S. Europa, North
German Lloyd Line, Pier No. 84, New
York, June 18. Send her a bon voyage
card. We will miss her from our ‘camps
and houseparties this summer, but we
know the trip will prove a blessing to her
and that she will share her blessings with
us.

AMERICAN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
Nashville, Tennessee

We wish to express our thanks to our
many friends for their co-operation in
making the 13th year of the operation of
the American Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, of Nashville, Tennessee, a great suc-
cess.

We want to thank the friends of the
white Baptist churches of this city for
their donations or ‘“Pantry Showers,” in
the form of food stuffs, clothing, books,
bed coverings, etc.

We thank our own Dr. J. C. Miles for
soliciting some 400 odd books for our
library.

We thank Dr. I..J. Van Ness for his
donation of 170 valuable books from his

library, to be placed on the Seminary

library.

The estimated valuation of the “Pantry
Showers” from the W. M. U. societies of
the churches of Nashville was around
$600 or more for this year.

We wish to express our special thanks to
the Rosebud Club for coming to our chapel
and giving an entertainment. The officers
of this club are: Mrs. Mary E. Turner,
president; Mrs. Lizzie Ordwar, vice-presi-
dent; Miss Mary E. Turner, secretary.
They also gave us some much needed bed
clothing. The members of the club fur-
nished the material and Mrs. Turner and
Mrs. Ordway came to the Seminary and
made 21 pies for the faculty and student
body, as an Easter gift.

We thank Mrs. Jennie Mills for some
sheets and pillowcases.

We thank Mrs. Mattie Mosely for a batch
of hot buns. !

Enrollment
Our enrollment this year, including resi-
dent and correspondent students was 77.
The student body was interested, alive,
and most enthusiastic from start to the
finish.

The New President
The presence of our new President, Dr.
J. M. Nabrit, gave new impetus, and in-
jected new life into all of our work.

Missionary Conference

The Mid-Year Missionary Conference,
conducted under the auspices of the Semi-
nary Extension Department, Dr. J. C.
Miles, Director, was most interesting,
profitable and successful.

Graduation

The graduating exercises this year
touched high water mark. On Sunday,
" May 23, at 3 o'clock at the Spruce Street

Baptist Church, Dr. J. M. Nabrit, Presi-

dént, preached the convocational m‘lnon.
His theme was Faith, and he'lifted the
audience upon the wings of faith.
Monday night, May 24, at Spruce S

Baptist Church, the graduating exercises
took place. Four men were graduated
from the Bachelor' of Theology Depart-
ment: Austin Bell, Kentucky; A. L. Brat-
cher, Texas; L. M. Jones, Indiana; F. B.
Lauderdale, Tennessee. The graduate from
the Master of Theology Department was
S. M. Weaver of Georgia. A Ministerial
Certificate (English course) was awarded
T. H. Easley, pastor of the New Hope
| Baptist Church, Nashville, Tennessee.
| Dr. J. E. Dillard, Promotional Secretary
fof the Southern Baptist Convention, de-
{livered the Commencement address. In
| this address Dr. Dillard proved himself a
master builder and lifted the enthusiastic
| assemblaggto the third heaven in a glori-
{ous picturgof the Messianic Hope.
| This commencement concluded the 13th
| year of the operation of the American
TB.lptist Theological Seminary of Nashville,
| Tennessee.
' We wish to express our most hearty and
sincere thanks to Mrs. J. M. Nabrit, Misses
Anne E. Traylor, and M. L. Bradshaw for
their kind attention during our brief ill-
ness, and for their splendid help and co-
operation throughout the year's: session.

In closing, I wish personally to express
my deep thanks of appreciation and praise
for the splendid and faithful and helpful
services rendered by Mr. R. W. Hailey,
Office and General Secretary, who works
with us in this great undertaking and adds
his efforts and anxiety for the continued
success of this institution.

Dr. J. H. Garnett, Dean,
Nashville, Tenn.

Unknown

Emanucl Jackson, a mule-tender, ap-
peared one morning on crutches.

“Lawsy!” exclaimed a friend. “Ah
thought yo’ was one o’ de bes’ mule-han’lers
in de business.” 1

“So Ah is,” affirmed Emanuel proudly,
“but we done got a fule in dis mornin’
dat did not know mah reppitation.”

Church... Sunday Schol
Furniture

SOUTHERN DESK ©0., HICKORY, N, C.

HARGRAVE

Military Academy
‘‘Making Men—Not Money"’

A preparatory school for boys. Acoredited. Ideal lo-
cation. High academic standards maintained by ex-
perienced masters. Wholesome Christlan influence.
“The Best at a Reasonable Cost.'” Separate Junior
School. For Information address

COL. A. H. CAMDEN, B. A.
HARGRAVE MILITARY ACADEMY
Chatham, Virginia.

BLOTCHY SKIN?
BILIOUS?

Pimples, blofchy skin, blllous, sallow com-
plexion, caused by constipation? Never
mind the disappointments you've had with
old-fashloned, unsatisfactory laxatives. For
now you can get the modern laxative that’s
really different. Its name I8 FEEN-A-MINT,
the deliclous chewing gum laxative that
acts in the lower bowel, not the stomach.
Feen-a-mint looks different, tastes differ-
ent, and IS different. You chew it, and
what a difference this chewing makes! It's
the chewing that helps do the trick. Life
seems a lot brighter when you're feeling
and looking fine. Don’t let constipation hold
you back! Try this different laxative, the
cholce of over 168 milllon wise people. You'll
find that it's just what you've been looking
for! For a free sample write to Dept. GGT,
Feen-a-mint, Newark, N, J
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than the Wm. Len.

ASK THE EXPERT...\
about Comfort in

TENNESSEE

Travelling men are experts
oncomfort. They have to be.
Every travel expert will
tell you thatall Memphis
offers nofiner hotel home

Coffee Shop seats 3|
ﬁne tbod at Jow cost.
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H. GRADY MANNING,
President
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