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Constitutional Democracy Versus Communism

SUMMARY OF AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY ARTHUR J. BARTON BEFORE THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONVENTION ON SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1937 — NEW ORLEANS, LA.

(The question pending was a motion to adopt a resolution declaring that
we favor Co-operation and not Competition, and that personality must take
precedence over profit. This resolution was brought in by the Resolutions

Committee as a revision of a resolution offered by Rev. Charles Bell of
Anniston, Alabama, which sought to pledge the Convention to a change in
“our modern industrial structure from a Competitive to a Co-operative
State.")

MR. PRESIDENT; BRETHREN OF THE CONVENTION:

I should feel myself unable to vote for the resolution in
its present form. As you will observe, the language is
general. It does not specify in what realm it is consider-
ing co-operation or competition. Taking the connection,
and remembering that this resolution is the revised form of
a resolution that would commit us to the Co-operative State,
we must conclude that this resolution has the Co-operative
State in mind. The Co-operative State means just one
thing, that is, Communism. Russia is the great outstand-
ing example of the Co-operative State. If you have read
the papers and magazines and have kept yourself informed
as to the conditions in Russia, I am sure you do not wish
to Russianize America.

As for myself, I believe in the fundamental principles of
the American Government. The founding fathers of this
Republic intended to build here a government different
from all other governments in the world. Under Divine
direction this is what they did. Our government is founded
upon the principles of individual personal freedom, initia-
tive and responsibility. Our entire social, .economic and
political order has been built upon this principle. I am
sure we are not ready to scrap individual liberty and merge
into a so-called Co-operative State where all personal free-
dom is destroyed and men are subjected to the domination
of a tyrannical, totalitarian state, that undertakes to control
individual action to the last detail, including social, domestic
and business affairs, and even including religion itself.

In a free democracy where liberty is enjoyed and in-
dividual initiative has free play there is bound to be some
competition in business. Competition in business is not
necessarily a bad thing. None of us believe in cut-throat
methods nor in unfair competition. Individual freedom and
initiative in business does not necessarily mean either. So
to declare is an impeachment of our civilization. But our
civilization, built on personal freedom, is the highest and
best and most Christian civilization in the world. After
all, “Competition” has produced more wealth, and more
widely distributed wealth, and provided more happiness, in
so far as material prosperity can provide happiness, than
any other system ever known. Competition has put about
twenty million passenger motor cars on our streets and
highways, and each morning sends millions of brick-layers,
carpenters and plumbers to their jobs riding in a style and
luxury heretofore unknown to kings.

The principles of civil and religious liberty embodied in

our Constitution are the dearly bought common heritage
of the American people. Our Baptist Fathers were chief
among those who sacrificed, bled and died for liberty. It
is a commonplace of American history that the first ten
amendments to the Constitution, commonly known as the
Bill of Rights, which declare for absolute freedom in re-
ligion, the entire separation of Church and State, and other
basic principles of our political structure, were embodied
in the Constitution in answer to the demands of the Baptist
conscience. We are the sons of worthy sires. Surely we
would not be willing to barter our liberties. It would be
a strange and anomalous thing for a body of Baptists, the
most individualistic people on earth, to declare for a Com-
munistic State by which individuality, individual intiative
and freedom would be destroyed.

It is noted that these resolutions declare that personality
must take precedence over profit. Certainly so, if by that
we mean that we are not to grind the face of the poor; that
we are opposed to sweat shops; that labor is entitled to a
fair and honest living wage, but if this sentence raises, as
it seems to raise though its language is vague and indefinite,
the question of “personal rights"” and “property rights,” then
let it be said that really no such antithesis exists. We have
heard much talk about property rights and personal rights.
As a matter of fact there is no such thing as property rights.
Property has no rights. All rights are personal. There are
personal rights that relate to property, but they are just as
fundamental and sacred personal rights as personal rights
related to anything else. We believe in the Declaration of
Independence, which declares that men are “endowed with
certain unalienable rights among which are life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.” These rights involve the right
to acquire and hold property. The acquisition and possession
of property is an important part in the pursuit of happiness,
though the mere possession of property cannot bring happi-
ness. Why then shall we set up an arbitrary and artificial
antithesis between “personal rights” and “property rights?”

As for myself, I am a plain old-fashioned American, be-
lieving deeply in these fundamental things. As a matter of
fact if we could undo very much that our government has
done in the last few years in educating a great section of
the American people that they need not acquire property
but have a perfect right to be fed out of the public treasury,
we would be taking a long step in real progress. As for
myself, let me say it again, I am an old-fashioned American
believing in these fundamental things, and not at all ready
to vote for their destruction and for the establishment of
Communism in America, and I am sure that this Convention
is not at all ready to repudiate the fundamental principles
of our Government and the plain teachings of the New
Testament.
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EDITORIAL

The Referendum

Last week Baptist and Reflector published House Bill No. 987,
which was passed by the recent State Legislature and which calls
for a referendum on September 23 in which the voters of the
State are to say whether they favor the retention or the repeal
of the state prohibition laws.

Many doubt the constitutionality of the measure, and a suit
to test this will probably be filed.

The estimated cost of the referendum runs from $75,000 to
$100,000. Some have estimated it as high as $200,000. Whatever
the cost the taxpayers will have to meet it.

The referendum vote will not be binding. The Legislature
alone can pass or repeal a law. Be the outcome of the referendum
what it may, only the Legislature by any necessary subsequent
action can give effect to it. The taxpayers will not only have
to meet the expenses of the referendum but also the expenses
of the legislators afterward in passing a law to give effect to
the vote, if the vote should call for such. Is it right to take the
taxpayers' money to finance what in itself would mean no more
than a straw vote? ;

The wets in the Legislature had tried to put over local option
and repeal measures and had failed. So they adopted the non-
binding expedient of a referendum. One of the strongest political
leaders in the state, himself a repeal advocate, declares in sub-
stance that the measure is a farce.

Are our legislators incapable of sounding out sentiment in the
State except in the roundabout, non-binding, farcical expedient
of a straw vote at the taxpayers’ expense? If so, they must either
be lacking in vision or be strangely unobservant.

But evidently the wets in the Legislature had a motive in their
action. They could gain time and prior to the referendum could
work to build up wet sentiment in the State and to corral as
many wet votes as possible for the referendum. Should the wet
vote be in the majority, they could then subsequently introduce
measures in the Legislature to give effect to the referendum
on the plea of “carrying out the will of the people.” Should the
dry vote be in the majority, the wet legislators would not be
bound and could lay their plans for a fresh start as they might
deem wise,

The referendum is a neat trick of the wets to gain time and
to bring in an ultimate wet victory if possible, In the mean-
time, they can rest from their own legislative responsibility touch-
ing the liguor question while they work for what they hope will
be the referendum outcome. What a pity that some drys in the
Legislature fell into the trap and supported the referendum
measure. All praise to all who opposed it.

Depend upon it, that between now and September 23, if the
referendum is to come, the wets will leave no stone unturned to
swing sentiment and votes in their direction.

One readily admits that there are some otherwise fine men
who seem to think that repeal of the State's liquor laws would
be a good thing. Their vision in the case is seriously impaired,
but we do not question their personal excellency. On the other
hand, all of the lower and lowest down elements in society will
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always be found working and voting for repeal. It is tragic
that fine people will join hands with these in sponsoring a
business which has always meant corruption and always will.

If the referendum is to come, the drys in the State must match
the zeal of the wets. Every non-worker and non-voter in the
dry camp means a worker and voter in the wet camp unchallenged
and unopposed. It is equivalent to a vote for the wet cause.

Pray against repeal. Work against repeal. Vote against repeal.
Vote like you pray. If the referendum comes

VOTE “AGAINST REPEAL}"
S S ¢

United States Liquor Stamps on
"Speakeasy’”’ Walls

When the measure repealing the national prohibition law was
passed by the Congress of the United States, dry states were
promised protection from liquor. Drys did not believe the
promise would be kept. Baptist and Reflector has more than
once called attention to broken promises in reference to the

. liquor business.

In the Nashville Banner of June 23, 1937, is a further proof
of this. It gives a photostatic reproduction of a retail liquor
dealer’s license issued by the internal revenue department of the
United States Government at $25.00 renewable monthly, This
particular license adorns the wall of a “speakeasy’” in Nashville,
a place where liquor is sold in violation of state law. And the
Banner declared that similar licenses are issued by the Govern-
ment to more than 300 places in the city and county. In an
editorial on January 14, 1937, we quoted from a Memphis paper
that there were in the State at large 226 federally licensed whole-
sale and 1,476 federally licensed retail liquor dealers. Each of
these is licensed by and pays revenue to the United States
Government, and each operates in violation of the State’s liquor
laws. Dry states were promised protection. This is the protec-
tion that one of them is getting!

What an uncomplimentary and significant display—a United
States retail liquor dealer’s license adorning the wall of a speak-
easy or place by some other name dispensing liquor in violation
of the law of the state!

We repeat a thing we said in the Reflector editorial of January
14: “If the National Government in disregard of its promise
connives at bootlegging in Tennessee in defiance of state law,
can we expect the State Government to have such a strong moral
fiber and power of enforcement as to harness the nefarious liquor
traffic and make it serve the ends of righteousness?” This was
said in answer to those who were arguing for repeal and for the
setting up of a so called “state control” liquor system.

He who thinks that the liquor traffic can be reformed by repeal
and by legal encouragement and by making it legally respectable
must surely shut his eyes to historical facts.

It would seem to be beside the point for any one to become
offended at the Baptist and Reflector for pointing out the spirit
and practice of the liquor business, if any one feels disposed to
become offended. Rather let him become offended at the liquor
traffic and at the Government for breaking its promise, for these
things furnish the material for the Baptist and Reflector revela-
tion.

* Kk *

The District Associations

There are sixty-five Associations in Tennessee. These hold
their respective sessions beginning the latter part of July and
closing the latter part of October.

The District Association is the initial organized body through
which the churches in a group co-operate in Kingdom enterprises
and transact business pertaining to these enterprises. After this
the associational idea is extended into the State Convention and
the Southern Baptist Convention through which the churches
thus aligned co-operate in Kingdom service in still wider areas.

In several respects the District Association is the most important
religious gathering outside of the churches themselves. As the
churches act and react in the Association they generally manifest
themselves in the larger areas of service.

Therefore, the Association should be so attended and conducted
as to be informative, constructive and inspirational. People should
find something at the Association in song, sermon, report and
address which they can carry with them in days to come. This
calls for prayer, planning and preparation.

Let pastors and churches begin in plenty of time to get ready
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for the Association. Select the messengers. Fill out the church .

letter fully and as plainly as possible and send it to associational A Furtl\er WOI’d AbOUt RlCthNd

clerk on time. Remember that the clerk cannot read minds. Tiast Wesk ‘we refered 1o b grasious fing e anjoyed
g k i 1 [ i mee

e s TS R P S0V ol vionthe date wenbiin by (e, it Pastor Plovd (Wi HESKARAT AR Bk RIAATERABAGHA Chiitch,

Let the appointed messengers attend the Association and stay Nashville. We mentioned the fine spirit and co-operation of the
till it is over unless compelled by providential circumstances PeoPle, but space did not permit more than a brief mention of the
to do otherwise. Messengers are not doing what they are sup- Pastor. . /
posed to do when they crowd in the first day and leave it to a We wish now to say that we have never worked with a finer
faithful few to carry on the second day. Go TO the Association Or more consecrated yokefellow. He believes without reserva-
and stay THROUGH the Association. Remember you are there tion in the gospel of grace and its related doctrines and in an

“on business for the King. evangelistic method in harmony with these. It was a joy to be
Let those who are to prepare reports and talk on the same With him.
or who are otherwise given a place on the program make special He is doing a fine work at Richland. He and his people had

preparation for it so as to inform and move the people. We been sowing the seed; with them we enjoyed the harvest.
would strongly advise that in the matter of reports one not
present simply a suggested report procured elsewhere. Get the ‘
data and then make out your own report. FINGERPRINTING URGED AS AID TO LIQUOR CLEAN-UP

In all matters of the Association we think that the instruction
Mr. Hudgins used to have printed on his programs is always in Compulsory finger-printing of all persons engaged in the sale
order: “Take your time but do not take the other fellow’s time,” ©of alcoholic beverages “as a means of cleaning up the liquor

Above all things there should be prayer before and at the Asso- trade,” is urged by Miss Ethel Hubler of Los Angeles, member of
ciation that the program and session may be marked by harmony, the National Temperance Council, in a communication which is
a strong gospel witness and spiritual power joined to information today on the desk of every state liquor control board in the United
and to constructive effort. States for consideration.

These suggestions, for such only they are, have come to us out “More than 1,200 men and women with criminal records have
of a good many years of experience and observation as moderator, recently sought liquor licenses in Southern California,” declared
clerk, messenger and visitor elsewhere as well as in Tennessee. Miss Hubler in her letter to liquor control bodies. “These startling
They are born out of fellowship with the brethren and, we trust, figures have just'come to light, fnllowing the enforcement of
with the Lord. compulsory finger-printing of all liquor license applicants in the

May the Associations this year reach high tides of information, Southern California area. Included on the list were the follow-
inspiration and co-operation marked by the deep sense of the ing: murder, 11; burglary, 47; counterfeiting, 9; arson, 12; drunken
presence of God so that it may be said, “Surely the Lord is in driving, 69; and many other criminal offenders.

this place!" “A number of ‘wanted criminals’ were apprehended and many
KN persons with long police records, including several murders, were
A 4 i prevented from selling liquor as a direct result of the finger-
Bapﬂst Tr.ining UlllOl'l c‘mpa|gn For printing experiment,” Miss Hubler declared.
It is urged that similar regulations be put into effect imme-
Baptist And Re"ector diately in every state where alcoholic beverages are sold “as a

means of eliminating a large part of the criminal element now
Mr. Henry C. Rogers, Baptist Training Union Director in in the ranks of the liquor trade.”

Tennessee, and his Baptist Training Union forces in the state “Such a regulation would, to some extent, assure the drinker
have on their own initiative offered and voted to sponsor a who is prone to get ‘chummy’ with the man across the bar that
special campaign for subscriptions to the Baptist and Reflector he is not fraternizing with an ex-bank bandit, a counterfeiter,
in August, September, October and November. or a burglar,” Miss Hubler said. “It would seem to me that

That the paper appreciates this more than it can express goes retailers and wholesalers of beer, wines, and liquor, who wish
without question. to put their business on a more respectable basis, would them-

Present subscription prices will prevail in the campaign: Single selves, initiate a campaign for compulsory finger-printing, in
yearly subscriptions and renewals $2.00. Yearly subscriptions and  order to rid the trade of undesirables.”—National Voice News
renewals in clubs of five to nine $1.75. Yearly subscriptions and  Bureau, Los Angeles, Cal.
renewals in clubs of ten or more $1.50. Yearly subscriptions and
renewals in churches that put the paper in the budget and send

fo such of their members as desire it, provided the number of :
subscriptions does not fall below ten, $1.50 payable quarterly Consolatlon COI’I‘ICI’
if desired, There are certain other club arrangements for local By J. Luther McAliley
situations but these do not lend themselves to the campaign idea. - : ; -
To the leader in each association who turns in the largest Are you blind? Just when is a person really blind? Is it

number of subscriptions in proportion to the number of Baptists Possible 'for one to have two good, healthy eyes and still be blind?
in the association, the Baptist and Reflector will give a special Can one’s eyes be in such condition that one can not see the
recognition which it is believed will be worth his while. The Strongest ray of light and yet be able to see most clearly?
same applies to those who turn in the second and third largest Jesus spoke of people who had eyes that see not and ears that
numbers respectively. hear not. Often that is true with the majority of people when
The Baptist Training Union people in the state have set 6,000 the most valuable things are concerned. If one does not have
as their goal in the campaign. Further announcements will be clear inner vision, one sees only physical things—rocks, trees and
made from time to time. In the meantime, let all Tennessee the like. If one has clear inner vision, one reads the sermons in
Baptists begin to get ready now to join hearts and hands with those rocks and the poems in the trees.
these to reach the goal and even go beyond it. A few nights ago I heard a young woman of Boston sing on the
* * K air., She is 25, physically blind since a little baby.
When asked if she considered her blindness a handicap, she
. . o . replied: “No, blindness is not a handica i I read a t
A Fallure ll’l Appetltc lnstead OF Dlgcstlon del;1 I get joy’ ::3“ my music; I like to knit, . p B i
When a certain parishioner of an old English divine excused Major Bowes interrupted: “Did you knit the dress you have
himself from attending the Sunday evening service on the ground on?” The audience poured forth a din of applause for several
that he was able to digest only one good sermon a day, the minutes. “Yes,” the girl replied modestly. It must have been a

dominie said: beautiful dress. In less than thirty minutes more than 6,000
“I suspect that it is the appetite whlch is at fault rather than phone calls of commendation were sent in to this girl whose
the digestion.” eyes were darkened, but whose soul's eyes behold the beauties

Of course, if one absents himself from the evening service or of her Maker.
other service of the church under compulsory circumstances or Must one be physically blind in order to appreciate the best
for other reasons approved by a good conscience in the sight of things God has made? He did not intend it to be so, but often-
the Lord, he is not culpable in this. times, it seems that people who are physically blind see God's
But one wonders if much of the absentee habit of many church beauties more clearly. When one’s soul is in tune with God,
members is not due to a fault in the appeme
Think it over.

one’s physical eyes turn from sin’s allurements to God’s adorn-
ments.

S——
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. Tennessee Baptist Orphans’ Home

Receipts And Disbursements

FOR YEAR ENDED OCTOBER 31, 1936
W. J. STEWART, Treasurer

ANNUAL AUDIT REPORT, TENNESSEE BAPTIST ORPHANS' HOME

Trustees,

Tennessee Baptist Orphans’ Home
Nashville, Tennessee

Gentlemen:

At the request of your Superintendent, Mr. W. J. Stewart, we have audited the cash records of the Orphanage for
the fiscal year ended October 31, 1936 and herewith submit our report.
The attached statements show the results of cash operations for the year and the correct balance on hand at the close

of the year.

November 19, 1936.

From Dr. J. D. Freeman, Treasurer,
Designated Funds :
Co-operative Campaign
Interest on Endowment

Total Receipts for year

Balance November 1, 1935
Total To Be Accounted For .

Salaries—Covering 17 Months
Food and Clothing

Fuel

Electric Power

Laundry Supplies

Office Expense 3

Telephone and Telegraph
Gasoline and Oil

Traveling Expense

Farm Expense

Medical Expense

Insurance

Interest

Mothers’ Aid

Miscellaneous -
Repairs and Improvements _ .
Electric Power—Hospital .
Funeral Expenses—Mac Bridges

Tuition T. I. S.—George Moore . 4

Total Expenses
Notes, Paid on Principal
Farm, Payment On
Hospital Equipment Purchased
Hospital Construction Ly £
Tractor Purchased
Delco Light Batteries Purchased

Total Other Deductions
Total Disbursements

Balance November 1, 1936

OTHER GIFTS NOT INCLUDED IN ABOVE STATEMENTS
Clothing by Church Organizations, valued
Food and Feed Sent in by Trucks, valued

Total

RECEIPTS

DISBURSEMENTS

Respectfully submitted,

W. L. McFarland & Company
By D. E. Short, Jr.,

Certified Public Accountant.

$27,530.09
15,202.31
96.10

$42,828.50

263.29
$43,091.79

$15,277.00
7,790.35
1,824.13
416.33
570.55
590.31
166.47
2,586.99
245.56
305.31
1,122.50
1,056.02
1,333.27
187.00
623.35
2,626.99
90.62
103.75
200.00

$37,116.50
$ 1,000.00
2,000.00
1,582.32
448.65
320.00
230.00

$ 5,580.97 °
$42,697.47

$ 30432

$ 2,875.00

Notes Payable
3,100.00

Mortgage on Ashley Farm

$ 5,975.00 Balance on Spring

LIABILITIES

Cash Collected and Disbursed by Fidelis Sunday
School Class, First Church, Nashville, Tennessee,

Total

$ 8,000.00
10,000.00
2,000.00

....$20,000.00

Dr. John L. Hill, Teacher—
On Hospital Furnishings .

..-$ 4,491.80

Our liabilities are $9,192.54 less than at this time last year.

This report is being published as a matter of information for those who are interested in the financial affairs of our

Home,
P. O, Box, No. 38, Nashville, Tenn.

W. J. STEWART, Superintendent and Treasurer.




