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'Welcome, you. to the

S TA TE  B. S. U. C O N V E N TIO N
Tennessee College is most happy to welcome the 

Tennessee B. S. U. Convention. The Baptists have owned 
and operated a school on the Tennessee College campus 
for nearly a hundred years. Union University first used 
the campus and later moved to Jackson. Tennessee 
College was founded on this site and opened a school in 
1906. We are now in our thirty-third year. Tennessee 
College opened just ten years after Mary Sharp College 
closed. It was the desire of the founders to continue 
higher education for women in the same spirit in which 
Mary Sharp had so successfully served.

You will find on the campus the old Eaton home. 
Dr. Joe Eaton, father of T. T. Eaton, was the first presi
dent and lived here. Dr. T. T. Eaton was born there and 
lived in the house now occupied by Dean Kirtley.

Tennessee College campus has been the scene of a 
great many conventions—state and southwidc. Mur
freesboro is always glad to have guests. Tennessee 
College is never happier than when entertaining students. 
Great inspirational and fellowship hours will be yours 
to enjoy at the coming convention.

E. L. ATWOOD,
President

D R . E. L. A T W O O D

We extend a hearty welcome to the students of the B. S. U. 
Convention. - Murfreesboro is a college town with nearly a thousand 
college students. We have a college church which mothers the 
students. Come for the best convention you've ever attended!

L. S. SEDBERRY Pastor,
First Baptist Church

R&ttetnlueA, the jba te . . .

October 20-22, 1939
OR. L. 8. SEDBERRY
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E D I T O R I A L

The Importance of the State Convention
* To minimize the importance of the State Convention and 

express it in a lack of emphasis upon and non-attendance upon 
the Convention in contrast to emphasis and attendance upon 
some other statewide meeting shows in that particular a weak 
conception of co-operative service and loyalty and of the value 
of the Convention in relation to that service and loyalty.

Some Tennessee Baptists seem to feel that if they attend other 
statewide meetings they are justified in neglecting the State 
Convention. In this regard in denominational connections they 
are like those in local connections who, having attended Sunday 
school or some other organizational meeting, feel warranted in 
absenting themselves from church or the preaching service.

No reference is had here to those who because of circumstances 
beyond their control find it impossible or impracticable to attend 
both the Convention and other statewide meetings. We are 
thinking only of those who as a matter of habit or policy make 
the State Convention secondary to the other meetings. Nor is 
there any personal reference here to anybody. Nor do we de
preciate in the least any other statewide meeting in its place and 
for its purpose. We are not saying that the attendance upon other 
meetings should be less, but that the attendance upon the State 
Convention should be larger or at least as large as in the other 
cases. We simply contend that the State Convention is more 
important than any other statewide meeting and it should be 
emphasized and attended accordingly. We know the heart of our 
departmental leaders in the state well enough to know that they 
approve this statement, and we call upon our people in the state 
to adopt this sentiment in larger numbers.

The general policy and procedure in our state work and 
debatable matters of policy and procedure in our state work are 
decided in the State Convention. Tennessee Baptists should be 
on hand to vote their will.

It is in the State Convention alone that reports on the state 
work as a whole are presented and discussed in statewide con
nections, giving vision and inspiration in statewide proportions 
to blend the brotherhood together afresh in co-operative service.

Trustees vitally connected with the welfare and the admin
istration of the affairs of our various educational and benevolent 
institutions are appointed at the State Convention.

The percentages of the allocation of funds to our statewide and 
Southwide enterprises are adopted at the State Convention.

The treasurer and bookkeeper charged with the handling and 
disbursement of Tennessee Baptist funds in Convention connec
tions are appointed at the State Convention, and these are the 
same men whom the Executive Board regularly appoints as its 
treasurer and bookkeeper. The Executive Board charged with 
the supervision and administration of the causes fostered by the 
Convention is appointed at the State Convention. This is the 
body which provides for the financial support of the various 
causes in the state and, through its committees and the Executive 
Secretary, otherwise looks after the furtherance of these causes.

The various departments of the work depend for their very life 
on the State Convention. Should the Convention fail in any 
measure, in that measure the departments themselves would fail. 
The State Convention Is, organizationally speaking, the main
spring of all other denominational activities, both state and South- 
wide. This being true, the Convention ought to evoke from our 
people greater emphasis and attendance than any otiier statewide 
meeting. However important the other meetings may be, the State 
Convention is more Important.

Therefore '»t our pastors and the departmental leaders and

others in positions of leadership emphasize again and again the 
forthcoming State Convention in Chattanooga and let Tennessee 
Baptists in large numbers from over the state, unless hindered 
by unavoidable circumstances, attend the Convention and give it 
their presence and prayers and counsel to the end that it may 
the more adequately function in a way commensurate with its 
importance and that the various causes fostered by it may be 
accordingly advanced.

Let adults and young people, men and women and pastors and 
people come. The State Convention is not for the few but for 
the many; not for the classes but for the masses. Tennessee 
Baptists, come to the State Convention and exercise your demo
cratic rights and powers in the democratic way in the love of 
Christ.

Greetings to the Baptist Student Union Convention
To the Baptist Student Union Convention and its visitors, 

soon to convene in the First Baptist Church in the city of 
Murfreesboro, Baptist and Reflector sends its sincere and 
hearty greetings. Included in these greetings are the hostess 
church and its pastor and their friends in Murfreesboro, 
who shall so gladly and thoroughly welcome you and provide 
for your comfort. Upon you and upon Mr. Rogers and his 
co-workers who lend your work in the state so splendidly 
may the Lord put His abundant grace as you meet and then 
go out to further service in His name.

^Pigeon Forge Baptist Church
Sunday morning, October 1, the editor had the pleasure of being 

with Pastor W. E. Watson and the Pigeon Forge Baptist Church, 
near Gatlinburg. For the inclement day there was a good at
tendance, and the responsive hearing given the speaker is grate
fully remembered. Bro. Watson is doing an excellent work. He 
preaches there three Sundays a month and at Lebanon Baptist 
Church one Sunday a month. For the evening service that day 
he went to the Richardson's Cove Baptist Church where he was 
assisting Pastor Joel Carr in a revival. Dinner with him and 
the fellowship with him and with the others present in the home 
of Deacon and Mrs. Joe Householder added to the pleasure of 
the visit. We enjoyed the day so much that we hope we can visit 
that Splendid church again someday. The Lord bless both pastor 
and people.

The Associations
The associations made recently by the editor, with other state 

workers, are as follows:
Stewart County, at Model, John W. Outland, pastor.
Stone, at Poplar Grove, near Cookeville, J. H. Roberson, pastor.
Riverside, at Byrdstown, O. G. Lawless, pastor.
At each place the attendance and the hospitality were fine and, 

in our judgment, the best spirit we have ever seen there was 
manifested. The blessed fellowship refreshed the soul. The 
Lord’s cause is moving on.

Does the Bible Teach Eternal Security for Believers?
By C. J. Donalioo, Pastor,

Oak Grove Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tom .
1. It teaches that believers have eternal life and shall never 

perish. John 10:28 and 11:26.
2. It teaches that the one thing needful shaU not be taken away 

from those who have chosen it. Lu. 10:42.
3. It teaches that those who come to Christ shall in no wise 

be cast out. John 6:37.
4. It teaches that all who believe on the Son shall be raised 

up at the last day. John 6:40.
5. It teaches that those who believe on Jesus are not con

demned, John 3:18, and never shall die. John 5:24.
6. It teaches that the good work begun in believers shall be 

performed unto the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:6.
7. It teaches that believers are sealed by the Holy Spirit unto 

the day of redemption, or resurrection, Ephesians 4:30, and that 
this seal is the earnest (or guarantee) of our inheritance. 2 Cor. 
5:5; Ephesians 1:13, 14.

8. It teaches that Christians who sin shall be chastened of the 
Lord but not condemned with the world. 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Cor. 11:32.

9. It teaches that believers have eternal redemption through 
the blood of Christ. Heb. 9:12.

10. It teaches that Christ has perfected forever those who are 
sanctified (or cleansed) by his blood. Heb. 10:10, 12-14.
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RUSSELLISM
B y A. L. Goodrich, Jack-sou, Miss.

ASTOR’’ RUSSELL was bom in a Congregational home and 
received his early education in Pittsburgh, Penn.

His youthful days were largely influenced by morbid 
pictures of a sizzling hell. He would write on- a neighbor’s fence 
warnings to people of hell and its horrors. At seventeen he tried 
to convert an infidel, but the infidel converted him. This caused 
him to disav'ow all his Christian theology and for three years 
he studied Oriental faiths. He found these unsatisfactory and 
again began a study of the Bible.

Finally he came to the comforting conclusion that the Bible did 
not teach the doctrines of hell. (The writer’s opinion is that he 
simply made the Bible teach what he wanted it to teach.)

This is no new doctrine. Lacantius, a fourth century Latin 
Father, called the “Christian Cicero,”  did likewise. (See the “Mil- 
lenial Hope" by Sherley Jackson Case). Others through the cen
turies have followed in the footsteps of Lacantius. However, 
"Pastor” Russell achieved a greater success.

At about the age of twenty, he began a forty-two year min
istry during which time he brought soothing messages to people 
in every nook and corner of the earth.

In 1909 he went to New York and opened two buildings. One 
was Bethel Chapel and the other the Brooklyn Academy of Mu
sic. Later he took over the tabernacle of Henry Ward Beecher, 
and later used the sainted Beecher’s home as his residence. He 
was the pastor of 1200 or more churches at home and abroad. He 
was never ordained. His life was constantly beset with difficulties, 
among which was the divorce suit brought by his wife (the wife 
won) because of the alleged affair with Miss Rose Ball; and 
the charge that he was found locked in a room with Miss Emily 
Matthews; and his unsuccessful suit against the BROOKLYN 
EAGLE, over his so-called “Miracle Wheat,” which the EAGLE 
charged was just wheat, but sold by “Pastor” Russell for a dollar 
a pound.

At the end of the millennium, so they teach, when all the dead 
have had another chance to renounce the devil, those still cling
ing to the Devil will with the Devil be completely destroyed.

To “Pastor”  Russell, Christ was a mere man, but a perfect one. 
He was like Adam before the fall. He did concede that he was 
chosen as a deliverer to lead the race to glory and died a man 
but was raised a spirit being.

The “ Watch Tower” of May, 1925, put forth the claim that 
“Pastor” Russell was the angel referred to in Ezek. 8:1-11, saying 
“ Pastor Russell is undoubtedly this same angel: or seventh mes
senger of the Church.”

WHY RUSSELLISM HAS GROWN

HE PREACHED an agreeable theology, one that the people 
wanted to believe rather than one they needed to believe. 

He preached the consoling doctrine that there was no 
hell, that it was a myth and the Bible never taught it. As one 
of his audience is said to have remarked, “ I am glad you turned 
the hose on hell and put out the fire.”

They learned the value of getting their literature in the hands 
of the people. If they refused to buy it it was often given. Almost 
any kind of produce or article will be received in payment for 
their books. They learned the art of producing books at low cost. 
Three of their books have been bought for as little as $1.18. These 
were full-sized books, well bound, liberally illustrated and con
taining from three hundred to four hundred pages.

The growth of Russellism may be accounted for by the fact 
that Pastor Russell always claimed to base his doctrines on the 
Scriptures. His writings abound in scripture references, even 
though many of them seem far fetched and some are downright 
mis-interpretation.

Also, its growth was helped by “ Pastor” Russell’s violent at
tacks on the orthodox clergy. Though not unanimous, there ore 
always some ready to give attentive ear to any attack on any 
preacher.

A further reason for its growth is his guarantee of exaltation, 
triumph and prosperity. No doubt about his faithful followers hav
ing the overlordship of all. The faithful were to be established in 
high places and in the seats of the mighty. Fascinating indeed, is 
the picture of the mortgage owner of today carrying slops for 
the faithful after the resurrection.

ITS DOCTRINES

A S A BODY the doctrines of Russellism are quite common
place, but as expounded by the International Bible Students’ 
Association they become at once frightful and sublime.

No other sect of modern times hus so completely captured the 
imagination of the unimaginative.

To orthodox Christians its claims are far-fetched. We refer to
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their claims that their doctrines are founded on the Bible, that 
there is no departure from Christianity.

“Pastor” Russell denied any intention of founding a new re
ligion, but only considered himself an inspired interpreter of the 
Scriptures. (How unfortunate were the millions who lived before 
him who failed to see the “ >vonderful truth” he found!)

He began with the idea that there was no hell and that to teach 
it was a frightful heresy. He then proceeded to so interpret the 
Bible (regardless of its plain language and teachings) as to moke 
it teach what he wanted it to teach.

It is said that one drunken sot remarked in the course of one 
of his lectures, “Stay with ’em, Pastor, we’re depending on you.” 

He declared that the doctrine of immortality was a monstrous 
fraud—a lie perpetrated by the devil himself. To him death meant 
obliteration.

He taught that the visible world would fall in 1914, but as 
the Lord disappointed him, he reset the date several times, but 
each time the Lord “ failed” him, so now no definite date is set. 
He also claimed that the Lord returned invisibly in 1914 (visible 
only to the elect). We are not informed how he explains the 
scripture, “every eye shall see him.” Rev. 1:17.

Equally unscriptural is his explanation of the Creation. Accord
ing to Pastor Russell, God had two sons, Logos and Lucifer, 
who were very likeable lads. The boys played together in Heaven 
before the earth was created. But! God was partial to Logos. 
Finally God decided to create the world. On earth Lucifer was 
made Lord of the Garden of Eden and had power over death, but 
responsibility ruined him and he forgot God and planned a re
bellion. Satan (Lucifer) induced Adam and Eve to eat of the 
tree of knowledge and would have done likewise about the tree 
of life had not God realized the danger and intervened. Hence, 
Lucifer being greatly disgusted, became so enraged that he en
ticed the angels of heaven to cohabit with the daughters of Adam 
and Eve. And a mongrel race of GIANTS appeared! Lucifer was 
on the point of convincing men that he was the rajah of the uni
verse when God sent the flood, thus frustrating his plans.

In the meantime Lucifer created the Roman Catholic church 
and other sects—Protestant Churches—to spread false teachings. 
(To him practically every doctrine dear to the heart of Baptists 
was false.) In his sight the Popes, bishops, all preachers and 
theological professors were just plain agents of the Devil, “dis
seminating false teachings, among them the unscriptural, God 
dishonoring doctrine of the trinity.”

He taught that Lucifer would be chained for 1000 years and at 
the end of that time he would be loosed and all who followed him 
would be totally destroyed.

During his lifetime he distributed and sold some 13,000 pam
phlets and books representing 35 languages. His book, "The Divine 
Plan of the Ages,” had a circulation of 5,000,000, and is (per Rus- 
sellites) next to the Bible in circulation in the English language. 
The books of his successor, Judge J. F. Rutherford, have already 
had a circulation of around eleven million.

Editor's Note: Our people should beware of Russellite agents, 
“Jehovah’s witnesses,” who endeavor to sell or give their poison
ous publications to them.

He Saved Others
B y Louis J. Bristow, Superintendent 

The fire occurred last March and threatened the lives of the 17 
persons who were sleeping in the rooming house. Ramon wa 
working at night at a banana warehouse, when he saw the flames. 
Seeing it was his grandmother’s house ablaze and knowing the 
roomers were there, he rushed to the place, broke open the door 
and awakened the sleeping folk. Upstairs he had great difficulty 
because the flames filled the corridor. Getting the last man up, 
the two of them had to run directly through the flames to reach 
an exit window. The first man got through, but as Ramon dashed 
into the fire the floor fell, dropping him into a blazing furnace be
neath. Heroic work by firemen rescued him, but he was horribly 
burned. He has been in the Southern Baptist Hospital for many 
months. At first it seemed he would die; but he is up and walking 
about now, full of happiness and gratitude for the care he has 
had. But—

He alone saved 17 others: in doing so he could not save himself. 
One ear is burned off, the other practically so. His face is scarred 
horribly. The fingers of his right hand are but stubs and those of 
his left are stiff. His body and legs arc covered with awful scars. 
But he lives.

Ramon was just a young laborer, a Mexican. But he is a hero. 
The official record says he saved 17 lives. The daily papers had 
enthusiastic stories of his heroism. He is poor and his family is 
poor. The Southern Baptist Hospital has done what it could for 
him. He lives and soon he will leave us. He will not work again— 
at least he is not fit to work as he did before. I am wondering 
what he will do? Perhaps—but why speculate. We only operate 
a hospital.
New Orleans, Louisiana

I
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In Appreciation of 
Rev. Jasper R. Burk

B y Rev. T. N. Hale, Pastor of the Somerville Baptist 
Church, Somerville, Tennesse

On May 16, 1886, one and one-half miles south of the courthouse 
of- Jonesboro, Arkansas, in a small two room house, Jasper R. 
Burk was bom, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jones D. Burk. On De
cember 6, 1903 he was married to Miss May Arnold of Jonesboro. 
At the age of 14 he was converted and united with the Fisher 
Street Baptist Church of Jonesboro where he soon became a 
teacher in the Sunday School and the president of the B. Y. P. U. 
At that early age he exhibited the traits of leadership that have 
since been so eminently demonstrated.

His career as a minister of the gospel began in the spring of 
1909 while the writer was his pastor. He surrendered to God’s 
call at that time and preached his first sermon at the Fisher Street 
Baptist Church of which he was a member. He was ordained to 
the full work of the ministry on September 25, 1911, by the same 
church, and from that time to the present has been a tireless 
worker. He got his education in the city schools at Jonesboro, 
and for awhile attended Union University at Jackson, Tennessee.

His first pastorate was at the Boulevard Baptist Church in Mem
phis, Tennessee, where for four years he wrought so well that 
since then that church has been one of the outstanding churches 
of the city. Besides Boulevard he hasjjeld the following pastorates 
in the city of Memphis: Merton Avenue, New South Memphis, 
Hollywood, and Ardmore, his present pastorate. Other churches of 
which he was pastor in Shelby county are: Eudora, Lucy, Mt. 
Pisgah and Big Creek. Other part time churches which he has 
served are Beech Grove and South Fork in Dyer County, Harris 
Grove in Hardeman County, and Trinity Baptist in DeSoto Coun
ty, Mississippi. The only other full time church of which he has 
been pastor is the North Jackson Baptist Church of Jackson, Ten
nessee, from which he came to his present pastorate at Ardmore 
in Memphis.

It has been said that no pastor in Memphis ever knew more 
people and had more friends than Brother Burk. More than any 
man I know he has the ability to make and hold friends. Some 
of the strongest friends he has are those from his first pastorate 
at Boulevard and his other early pastorates who have held him 
in affectionate regard through the passing years. And no other 
pastor has been held in higher esteem by other Memphis pastors, 
such as Dr. A. U. Boone, Dr. D. A. Ellis, Dr. H. P. Hurt, and the 
late Dr. J. H. Wright. Many preachers as well as laymen have 
turned to him as a friend in time of reverses or sorrow, and he 
has never failed them.

Besides his power to make and hold friends, as demonstrated by 
his long years of service and number of pastorates around Mem
phis, two other things have characterized this humble Baptist pas
tor: his ability as a preacher and his leadership in building up 
churches. His sermons are well prepared, clear, logical and pow
erfully delivered. When he speaks people give rapt attention. The 
proof of his ability as a kingdom and church builder is found in 
the fact that every church in Memphis where he has been pastor 
has immediately begun an upward and forward movement that 
has continued through the years. Each has become a powerful 
church. His present pastorate at Ardmore is the fastest growing 
church around Memphis. The spiritual atmosphere and the activ
ity shown there every Sunday is an inspiration to any visitor. The 
writer assisted in a revival there some months ago and found 
the best organized church for kingdom work that it has ever been 
his privilege to contact.

Brother Burk is a firm believer in the organized work of Ten
nessee Baptists and supports it wholeheartedly. His churches are 
always in the vanguard of the churches in their class. Tennessee 
Baptists have a right to be proud of such pastors. I am happy to 
call him “my son in the gospel."

(We regret that no cut of Bro. Burk was available.—Editor.)

Vitalizing the Cooperative Program
The writer of Ecclesinstes says: “To every thing there is n 

season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven." The sea
sons of the year give evidence of divine wisdom and providence. 
We do well to follow the divine leading in the planning of out
work by seasons.

The Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists' plan for working 
together effectively, has a two-fold ultimate objective. First, at

tention is concentrated on the full-rounded scheme of denomina
tional activities. Second, out of the interest thus engendered money 
is sought and raised for the support of all our denominational 
causes in proportion to their budget needs.

There is danger that the former of these objectives shall be 
overstressed while the latter is virtually ignored. Where this is 
true the result is very much as if a farmer should expect an 
abundant crop in the fall without having prepared his ground in 
the winter, sowed his seed in the spring, and cultivated his crop 
in the summer. The greatest single reason in our Southern Baptist 
life for inadequate giving on the part of our people lies in the 
failure to make real and appealing the causes to which they are 
expected to give.

Successful money-raising without information, inspiration, in
terest and prayer is practically impossible. Thoughtful people sim
ply do not give their hard-earned money to objects about which 
they know little and care less. A great missionary-hearted layman 
once said, “The reason why men are down on missions is because 
they are not up on missions.” This principles applies to all our 
work—missions, education, benevolences. In almost any average 
church three-fourths of the members know next to nothing about 
our mission fields and their needs, our boards and their work, 
our schools and their contributions, our hospitals and orphanages 
and their services. How can we hope to enlist this unreached ma
jority in worthy giving unless we create in them interest and en
thusiasm through vital information?

Just as we have an allocation of percentages in the distribution 
of money collected for these causes, there should be an allocation 
of time for educational emphases. The simple and sensible plan 
for attaining this end is through “The Calendar of Denominational 
Activities." By order of the Southern Baptist Convention a com
mittee charged with this responsibility has for some years func
tioned in the preparation of special programs, in securing articles 
for the various Baptist publications, and in promoting in every 
possible way denominational intelligence and interest concerning 
all our causes, both state and southwide.

This committee met in the office of Dr. J. B. Lawrence, Secretary 
of the Baptist Home Mission Board, on Tuesday, July 25, 1939. 
Plans were discussed and made, committees were appointed and 
revisions made of the existing "calendar” with a view to its im
provement. The committee consists of T. L. Holcomb, Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, Chairman; J. B. Lawrence, Home Mis
sion Board, Atlanta; Charles E. Maddry, Foreign Mission Board, 
Richmond; T. J. Watts, Relief and Annuity Board, Texas; J. M. 
Price, Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth; G. S. Dobbins, South
ern Seminary, Louisville, Secretary. Associated with the commit
tee are Hight C. Moore, Sunday School Board, Nashville; Joe W. 
Burton^Home Mission Board, Atlanta; R. S. Jones, Foreign Mis
sion Board, Richmond.

Special request was made by the committee that Dr. J. E. Dil
lard, Director of Promotion of the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, use all the resources of his office 
to promote the use of Home and Foreign and State Mission pro
gram materials in the largest possible number of Sunday schools, 
with emphasis on the educational value of the special days along 
with stress as usual on the special offerings. Dr. Dillard was fur
ther requested to cooperate with the various states and the sev
eral institutions in the promotion of all the objects of the calendar 
to the end that no cause be neglected.

The Calendar proposed for 1940 is as follows:
FIRST QUARTER.—January, February, March—January and 

February: The Baptist Hundred Thousand Club; Church Schools 
of Missions. March: Home and Foreign Missions Month; W. M. U. 
Week of Prayer for Home Missions; Missionary Day in the Sunday 
School; Training Union Study Course.

SECOND QUARTER.—April, May, June— April: Christian L i
terature Month; Sunday School Training Course. May: Hospital 
Day on Mother’s Day. June: Christian Education Day.

THIRD QUARTER.—July, August, September—Relief and An
nuity Board and Ministerial Education. July: Baptist Bible In
stitute. August: Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Sep
tember: Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, W. M. U. Train
ing School; W. M. U. Season of Prayer for State Missions; Train
ing Union Study Course.

FOURTH QUARTER.—October, November, December—Octo
ber: State Mission Month; W. M. U. Week of Prayer; Laymen’s 
Day; State Mission Day in Sunday School; Sunday School Train
ing Course. November: State Papers; Orphanage Day on Thanks
giving; Every-Member Canvass Begins. December: W. M. U. Week 
of Prayer for Foreign Missions; Every-Member Canvass Com
pleted.

(It is suggested that an offering for the Relief and Annuity 
Board be taken at a communion service at least once a year.)

T. L. Holcomb, Chairman
G. S. Dobbins, Secretary
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Small Beginnings 
That Bring Large Results

THE GOSPEL OP CHRIST CHANGES LIVES OF MEN AND 
CREATES CHRISTIAN GROUPS IN THE NORTHERN 

REACHES OF MANCHUKUO

B y Charles A . Leonard, Sr., Harbin, Manchuria

f f T  ET ME LEAVE my things here,” I asked of the poor inn-
| j  keeper in his dirty, unkempt place, opened for patrons com

ing to this new town up on the northern plain of Man
churia, “ until,”  I continued, “ a few minutes may be had to go 
out into the village and see if there are any Christians in your 
town.”

A genial Chinese kindly helped me off the train and carried 
some of my bedding, books and tracts across the wide open space 
between the railway station and the village. “ I know of a Chris
tian here,” he said.

As I moved down the edge of the village we walked right into 
the Christian to whom he had referred; but he was a poor speci
men as a follower of the Lord Jesus. Lean, shabbily dressed and 
dirty, he gave every appearance of being an opium smoker. When 
I told him who I was he grasped my hand with what strength 
he had and exclaimed; “This is the mercy of the Lord!” He ex
plained that he had been hoping for some time that a missionary, 
or other spiritual leader, would come to give him strength.

“ I have been,” he said with moistened eyes, “a follower of the 
Lord for years, and enjoyed advantages which should have meant 
the living of a worthy life; but I have fallen by the wayside and 
have dishonored my Lord. Please forgive me, pastor, and ask for
giveness of God! Since you have now come, we shall go into the 
house and visit together.” He had just borrowed a neighbor’s 
donkey and cart and was going out for clay to repair the crude 
stove on which the family’s food is cooked.

This man, Mr. Wen, is the postmaster of the village. He has a 
wife and three children. The house was dirty and unkempt; so were 
the children. I could smell opium, but the smell was not neces
sary, for those, of us who have lived among these people any 
length of time can readily discern addicts of this terrible drug. 
Mr. Wen soon opened up his heart. We prayed together. He asked 
the Lord for forgiveness. “ I am helpless and hopeless,” he said. 
”My lungs are in bad shape. If I could only give up this awful 
drug, here in this high, dry climate there would be hope of my 
recovery. It was for this that I moved away from my old asso
ciates in the south and came to this new place, but I am so 
weak!”  He begged again that I pray for him, and urged that I 
plan to come often to visit him and the village.

We went out on the streets, visited in the places of business, 
small shops, sold some scriptures, and then had a pleasant time 
of fellowship with the school teacher. He consented to our preach
ing to the pupils and others at the school house in the afternoon. 
A  N MY NEXT VISIT more scriptures were sold and tracts 

distributed. The school was closed, but we met in the 
home of Mr. Wen. Some had become interested in becoming 
Christians. An evangelist, a Mr. Chang, then went to the place 
for a few days and I met him there. Five were baptized in a 
lake nearby. The little group of believers agreed to pay $3.00 a 
month on hii salary and all traveling expenses if Chang would 
come once a month. Later Miss Liu, the Bible woman at An- 
ganghsi, and Evangelist Chang conducted a week’s special meet
ing. They were allowed to speak in the school and visited in 
the homes. Many were greatly helped. By this time Wen and his 
wife had given up opium. As there was no suitable place for 
meetings, the Christians decided that a house should be built, we 
in Harbin making a small loan to supplement their contributions. 
Materials have now been bought and building of the little meet
ing place is going forward.

Since Mr. Wen reconsecrated himself to the Lord, his wife has 
become a Christian. They have cleaned up their children and 
their home, and have taken a new lease on life. He had been made 
head of the Concordia Association of the village. On my last visit 
he expressed thanks in tears for my having saved his child from 
death, he claimed, because of medicine and canned milk sent, 
and for the spiritual blessing that had come to him and his wife.
A reading class has been opened in their home to help those 
who are unable to read the Bible. On this last visit the meetings 
were held in their home.

After a day spent in preaching, distributing tracts and selling 
scriptures, we came together for the evening service. This lasted 
far into the night, for there were many things about which to talk, 
including final arrangements for obtaining a lot and erecting the 
building. There were enquirers to be examined. By the time we 
could celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and for the first time, midnight 
had arrived. It was an impressive service; there at this little 
home, in the quiet hours of the night. All that could be heard in

the cool spring night were the clear voices of wild ducks, geese, 
swan and other fowl on their spring flight to the northern reaches 
of Manchuria and Siberia for nesting and the bringing in of new 
life in the world. It was Easter. We were reminded of the new 
life which Christ brings now and at all times to those who trust 
Him.

Baptists and the National Crisis
Rufus IV. IVeaver, Washington, D. C.

GREAT ANXIETY PREVAILS in Washington. It is feared 
that, during this European war, little can be done in pro
tecting further the rights of our Baptist brethren in the 

lands where their efforts have been restricted by governmental 
action. The last decree, proclaimed by the Roumanian Govern
ment in July is a marked improvement upon the one which the 
Baptists of the world sought to annul. It has been described by 
one of our representatives in Roumania as “A clever piece of 
work ostensibly designed to appease the public abroad and at 
the same time effectively throttle the further growth of Baptist 
people in this land." Our missionary, Rev. Wm. E. Craighead and 
his wife, now in Bucovina, are within the section of Roumania into 
which thousands of the Poles have fled.

'T ' HE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, whose activities have been 
increased enormously by the world crisis, continues its active 

efforts for the protection of the rights of our missionaries. It is 
probable that most of the Baptist men have been mobilized by 
the Roumanian Government, and this includes all their pastors 
within military age. No news has reached us regarding our Bap
tist brethren in Poland. The outlook for the preservation of re
ligious liberty grows darker day by day. Baptists need to be 
greatly re-invigorated through a revival of devotion to the prin
ciples for which our fathers suffered and died.

•
As one surveys the situation, he turns to the book of Job to 

find vividly portrayed the world’s unhappy state. Describing the 
almightiness of God, the inspired writer says, “he increaseth the 
nations and he destroyeth them, he enlargeth the nations and 
he leadeth them captive. He taketh away understanding from the 
chiefs of the peoples and causes them to wander in the wilderness 
where there is no way. They grope in the dark without light and 
he maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.” In an hour like 
this, every one of us is called upon to sacrifice in order that 
righteousness may prevail. For us Baptists, this means a new 
dedication to the furthering of religious liberty, increased zeal 
in the preaching of the Gospel, and a closer cooperation with all 
who hold to our principles in the establishment of the Kingdom of 
God on earth.

The news has just reached America that Hon. Armand Calin- 
escu, the Prime Minister of Roumania, who has been a friend to 
our fellow Baptists, has been assassinated.

F irst Baptist Church. Murfreesboro. where the B. 8. U. Convention w ill moot 
October 28-12.
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The Mistake of 
Using Deacons in Presbyteries

By L. R. Barton, Jasper, Ala.

There is absolutely no hint of Scriptural authority for bring
ing deacons in to sit on presbyteries to ordain either preachers 
or deacons. , .

Thirty years ago when the writer asked Dr. J. B. Gambrell 
what he thought of the practice he laconically replied, “Only 
presbyters can constitute a presbytery.” And that tells the whole 
story. Deacons are not presbyters, or elders, hence they cannot 
constitute a presbytery. In the first place the Scripture does not 
hint at any such practice, and those who do it are certainly 
extra-scriptural and, I believe, anti-scriptural.

Second, there are few deacons who have ministerial insight 
and sympathies which qualify them for such service or sufficient 
doctrinal and theological knowledge.

Third, the New Testament clearly distinguishes between the 
minister’s office and the deacon’s. Both are servants of the church, 
and under its authority, but the New Testament makes deacons 
the pastors’ helpers or assistants with the plain implication that 
the deaconship is a secondary or subordinate office to the pastor.

In the fourth place, this unscriptural practice can cause trouble 
in the churches. There has recently been referred to me a case 
for my opinion to settle trouble in a church that has arisen from 
the fuct that a divorced deacon, with a trial-marriage wife as 
No. two, had sat in a Presbytery to ordain a young minister. Of 
course my counsel was that that did not invalidate the young 
man’s ordination because the church gave its endorsement, and 
ordination is authorized by a church and not by an individual. 
But that is a good illustration of the folly of this unscriptural 
practice. That could not have occurred had the church observed 
the scriptural order, unless some church were disgraceful enough 
to have a minister of such a past as pastor. Of course, there are 
some divorced pastors, but a church would not likely call a man 
who had so violated all decency as this case indicated, and other 
ministers would not sit in counsel with such a preacher.

We Baptists insist that our practice must be according to the 
Bible. Then let the churches cut out this unscriptural custom. 
“The New Testament is the authority for all Baptists. All the 
New Testament is the authority for all Baptists. All the New 
Testament always will be all the authority for all Baptists." B.
H. CarroTT'said that in substance and no Baptist can challenge it.

Rev. J. N. Monroe
(An Appreciation)

The Home Going of Rev. James N. Monroe on September 17th 
took away a noble servant of Jesus Christ, in the very prime of 
his life. Eight and thirty years I knew him personally and inti
mately. He was a noble husband, a faithful father, kind brother 
and a true friend. He was a servant of Jesus Christ, the best defi
nition ever given of a man.

As a classmate in college and seminary, in his pastorates, in 
his home, in his public life, in his private life, it has been my 
esteemed privilege to know his inmost soul and the impelling 
motive that directed his life. No ignoble deed, no wayward word 
ever stained his reputation or his character. He was pure in 
speech, clean in life, noble in aspiration and Christ-like in am
bition—ever seeking to please the Father. In our knowledge of 
many ministers numbered by the vast hundreds it has never been 
ours to meet and know a cleaner or purer servant of the Lord, 
in motive and manner, in word and way than James Newton 
Monroe.

Humbly and unassumingly he lived, devoutly and devotedly he 
labored and loved and finished his ministry and departed this 
life for the Presence of God, his Saviour, the Holy Angels and all 
the blessed redeemed in that Beautiful Beyond.

The influence of his life was felt first in his home in which 
abides the fruitful reaping in the noble lives of his children who 
have imbibed the high standard of their father and mother. Four 
daughters and two sons call him Blessed in the Four of
these are college graduates and are teaching, which was one of 
the greatest joys of the departed father. The other two are to 
finish their college course. The devotion and faithfulness of his 
companion, the love and loyalty of his children and the two sons- 
in-law and daughter-in-law is unsurpassed in our observations 
the years of my ministry. He loved, labored and lived for his 
Lord, his family, and magnified his Saviour in it all. His happy 
and devoted family is but the reapings of his sowing.

He loved the Word of God, his loyalty to its teachings made him

friends of all true followers of the Lord, that knew him, even 
Christians of various faiths. Those who knew him best loved him 
most. He was undaunted by disappointments, undismayed by dis
couragements and unseduced by flattery. He finished his work 
without spot or wrinkle upon his life, his home and his ministry. 
Nobly he lived and victoriously did he depart. A life like that is 
worth more than the Atlantic “were her shores pearl, her water 
crystal and her billows gold.” His family have a great heritage. 
The churches to whom he ministered had Godly leadership, the 
community and country had a noble Christian.

—Arthur Fox

Prospective Music and Religious 
Education Directors

B y I. E. Reynolds

As never before, calls are coming from the churches for Music 
and Religious Educational Directors. In fact, the demand is 
greater than the supply for young men and women who are God- 
called, with pleasing personalities, and well-prepared for the task. 
The overwhelming majority of these calls are for combination 
workers, who must be capable of handling more than one type of 
job, usually the music and religious education. Especially is this 
true in respect to men. The calls for women are for those who 
are able to play the piano and organ, direct the choir, combined 
with stenographic or church secretarial work, church visitor or 
some phase of religious education. The day of employed amateur 
church workers is about over. There are certain qualifications 
which these young men and women must measure up to if they 
expect to succeed in the fullest way and prove satisfactory to the 
churches: viz:

God-called and consecrated Christians.
Not less than junior college literary education, a bachelor’s de

gree, if possible.
A degree in Sacred Music and a degree in Religious Education.
Exceptional ability as a singer or accompanist.
At least two years of practical experience in their chosen field 

of activity.
A love for work, forgetting hours, or salary. Stay on the job.
Know how to meet people and how to work with them. Be 

congenial, courteous and kind, yet positive in a nice way.
Ability to make plans and carry them to completion.
Personality is necessary in all public activities and is no less so 

in Christian service. This should be given serious attention on the 
part of any person who aspires to a place of Christian leadership.

Ideals largely determine success regardless of natural endow
ments or preparation. High ideals mean service on a high plane; 
low ideals mean the opposite.

Make a success of his own position before trying to take over 
the work of the pastor or some other person.

Do not flirt with other positions or calls. There are problems 
in every church. You may “ jump from the frying pan into the 
fire” . Be ethical always.

Remember that every church employee is under obligation to 
comply with the wishes of the pastor and church. He should be 
a true servant regardless of his own convictions as to how the 
work should be done. If he cannot, he should resign rather than 
disrupt the church, which is larger than any individual.

Any man or woman who presumes to fill any two or more 
positions should be equally well prepared and efficient in each, 
giving of his time and efforts in the proper proportion. If he does 
not, he injures his own reputation. He misrepresents his particu
lar field of service and brings criticism upon the agencies that had 
a part in his training and is untrue to his Lord who has called 
him into His service. If he is well prepared and efficient as a 
church musician, with only practical experience in religious edu
cation, he should not accept the combination directorship, taking 
only the music work. If one is fully prepared as a religious edu
cation director, with only practical experience in music, he has 
no right to accept the music directorship. This is one of the 
gravest problems we are facing and one of the greatest hindrances 
to a well-balanced program in many of our churches.

We are fast moving in the direction of the “survival of the 
fittest.” Be wise and make the best possible preparation for your 
life's calling in Christian service. Do not presume to offer your 
Lord a service ydth less preparation than the preparation you 
would make for some profession in the secular realm of activity. 
Give Him your best

BAI»TI8T AND REFLECTOR



A Digest of Religious Thought
By C. IV. Pope, Contributing Editor, Jefferson City, Tcnn.

(Neither the editor nor contributing editor necessarily concurs in the 
opinions expressed on this page unless it is so stated)

IS HONESTY RELATIVE?
The Commonweal

Miss Louise Omwake of Centenary College, Hackettstown, N. J., 
recently made public the result of six years’ study on the honesty 
of 198 college students. Her conclusion is that “honesty is rela
tive” and that it is determined by convenience. The report shows 
that only 7 per cent would steal a hundred thousand dollars if 
they could. Nineteen per cent would take a pencil from a desk 
and keep it, and 25 per cent believed that the early Christian 
martyrs should have lied and thus escaped death. Only 8 per 
cent of the students indicated they would lie to protect an old 
friend and 13 per cent believed that a lie is justifiable if it keeps 
one out of trouble. Eight per cent believed that one should tell 
the truth even if it gets one in trouble or hurts the feelings of 
others. The implications of this report are indicative of a national 
condition. A great many good people in our country think they 
should be guided by some rule of life. They abhor stealing and 
lying, but every now and then they are compelled by circumstance 
to do those things which they call lying and stealing, but the truth 
is that such situations do not fall under the ethical rule at all. If 
a mother whose children were hungry were to take some food 
it would not come under the ethical code of stealing. (Here our 
Catholic brother seeks to condemn the report of the young lady 
that “honesty is relative,” but what he really does is to agree 
with her position. If there is a time when a mother or any other 
person can take food that doesn’t belong to her and the act not 
be called stealing, then “honesty is relative.” Honesty is not rel
ative. Either the act is one of honesty or dishonesty, and telling 
a falsehood is lying whether it is a “white lie,” a “half lie” or a 
black lie. Taking that which does not belong to one is dishonest, 
whether it be stealing, robbery or trickery, and, even though it 
be stealing to save life, it is stealing nevertheless. There may be 
some question as to whether one should steal to prevent children 
from starving: but there is no question about the act being steal
ing. Abraham thought the circumstances justified his telling a lie 
about his wife Sarah being his sister when he went down into 
Egypt, feut the “ half-lie” he told to protect his family came very 
near doing the thing he told it to prevent. There may be many 
things in life that are relative, but there are certain great prin
ciples that are fixed and certain, a falsehood is a lie, and stealing 
is dishonesty under any circumstances. C. W. P.)

* • * • •
THE CHRISTIAN’S DUTY IN TIME OF WAR 

The Hritish Weekly
Is it true that the safety of the people is the supreme law? That 

in times of crisis and calamity all principles, standards and scru
ples must go by the board? Necessity knows no law. Force must 
be met by force. Is anything and everything justified in an emer
gency? Have we learned nothing in the last twenty-five years? One 
thing we should have learned and that is, that international peace 
cannot be achieved except by supernatural agency. Does patriotism 
mean less or more to a Christian than to other men? If this pres
ent disaster has come upon us because some men deified the State, 
the disaster will be doubled if we also deify it by handing over our 
consciences to military authorities. It is possible to suspend a 
Constitution and then resume it when more normal times return; 
but it is not possible to suspend conscience without moral dis
aster. Even in the time of war there are qualifications in a Chris
tian’s patriotism which prevent him from giving to the state ab
solute obedience. “ We must obey God rather than man.” We will 
not treat the State as God, but our devotion to it depends upon 
the extent to which it is the instrument of God. The State was 
made for the man and not man for the State. We refuse in war 
or peace to worship the State but that refusal does not dim our 
patriotism, rather it purifies it and gives it foundation.

* * * * *
RELIGIOUS THOUGHT IN GOSPEL HYMN 

Biblical Recorder
What types of songs do Southern Baptists use in their churches? 

Dr. Alldredge has mude an interesting study of this question. He 
asked each church in fifty-one associations to send a list of ten 
songs most often used in its services. There was a large variety 
of songs reported, and only one hymn received as many as one- 
fourth of the votes. The favored song was, “ What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus.” Other hymns and songs were "Sweet Hour of 
Prayer,” “There Is a Fountain,” “Amazing Grace,” “On Jordan’s 
Stormy Banks,” “ More Love to Thee.” Among the more classical 
hymns are: “All the Power,” “My Faith Looks up to Thee,” “Faith 
of our Fathers,” "Come Thou Almighty King.”  Six others classi

fied as gospel songs were: “ Have Thine Own Way, Lord,” “Love 
Lifted Me,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” "Standing on the Prom
ises,” “Trust and Obey,” and “Nothing but the Blood.”  (It is not 
strange that the old song, “ What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” 
should have first place in the hearts of Southern Baptists. Its 
thoughts all cluster about the name of Jesus. It emphasizes Jesus 
as the Friend of man, it stresses the importance of prayer and 
the peace which we forfeit by the neglect of prayer. It confesses 
the weakness of humanity in a world of trial and temptation and 
trouble and points to Jesus as our only refuge from them. This 
song is popular because'it touches the deepest strains of human 
need and indicates the only remedy for them. C. W. P.)

ALLIANCE OF GERMANY AND RUSSIA FORETOLD 
IN PROPHECY

Editorial, Western Recorder

A remarkable book, “ The Coming Great Northern Confeder
acy,”  by Dr. L. Sale-Harrison was published in April of this 
year. At that time Russia and Germany were bitter enemies, each 
proclaiming a different brand of totalitarianism; but the book pre
dicted the alliance between these two foes. The prediction was 
made on the basis of prophecy in the Bible and particularly in 
the book of Ezekiel. Dr. Sale-Harrison quotes from Ezekiel 38 to 
show that Germany and Russia will act together in the crisis 
(which has developed since he wrote) and that the confederacy 
of these nations and others will in the end head up in the great 
conflict of Armageddon, in which they will be opposed by the re
vived Old Roman Empire. In the Ezekiel prophecy, 38:8, 9 it 
is said that a military power would overflow Palestine “ in the 
latter day.” At a time when Israel will be dwelling safely in their 
own land, brought back “ from the sword, and gathered out of 
many nations,” an enemy would “come upon them like a storm, 
and like a cloud, cover the land.” Can that enemy be identified? 
Sale-Harrison translates the results of scholarly research into 
plain language as he shows how the families mentioned in Gen
esis came to be the heads of nations which still exist. He quotes 
Josephus to show that the “Rosh” were the Scythians from whom 
modern Russians took their name. Mesech and Tubal of the text 
are shown to be the progenitors of others who penetrated into 
South Russia in early days. In Genesis 10:3 Comer is mentioned 
as a son of Japheth; the descendants of his son Ashkenaz arc al
leged to have travelled up the Danube and peopled the present 
Germany, which was first called “The Land of Comer.” The de- 
cendants of Magog, also a son of Japheth were given the name 
"Gog” and according to Josephus were the Scythians who moved 
into the regions of South Russia. In Ezekiel 38:14-15 Gog is rep
resented as coming from his “place in the north, and many people 
with him, a mighty army,” to make war on the people of Gi 
Since the publication of this book the two nations, Russia an 
Germany, have formed an alliance and are moving together to 
accomplish their purpose.

INGRATITUDE 

Alabama Baptist

During the World War certain hyphenated citizens manifested 
more loyalty to their mother countries and fatherlands than to 
their adopted lands. For them some one created the phrase, 
“Don’t bite the hand that feeds you.” Now we have something 
that seems a baser example of gross ingratitude than the treachery 
of Uncle Sam's adopted children. One hundred thousand WPA 
workers in the area of Chicago have gone on a strike against 
the government which for months has created jobs to give them 
work which would keep them out of the poor house and from 
starvation. (Ingratitude is a beastly, inhuman attitude, too often 
found in recipients of greatest favors whose belief is that the 
world owes them a living. When Jesus had cleansed ten lepers 
only one returned to give Him thanks. Jesus expressed His 
disappointment when He said, “ Were there not ten cleansed? 
Where are the nine?" Right-thinking men and women will 
question the ethics and fairness of recipients striking for greater 
favors. C. W. P.)
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 22, 1939

B y O. L. Rives, Pastor First Baptist Church, Tullahoma, Tenn.

Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16.
Golden Text: "Let your I hilt I so shine before men. Iltal they may see 

your qood U'orks, and t/lorify your Father which is in heaven.”—Matthew 
'5:16.'

In the marvelous Sermon on the Mount, we find the inaugural 
address of the King of the Kingdom.

It should be borne in mind that this sermon is addressed to 
the followers of Jesus, although the multitudes no doubt listened 
to his message. This is clear from the phraseology employed. “And 
he opened his mouth, and taught them.” The “ them”  refers to 
the disciples. Unless this is kept clearly before us, as we study, 
we might think, that such teachings are to be applied indiscrim
inately. As a matter of fact, the principles set forth by Jesus pre
suppose regenerated persons, people who are Christians in reality. 
On the other hand, unsaved people cannot hope to carry out or 
live up to such exalted teachings as herein set forth by the Master.
I. The Citizens of the Kingdom Are Blessed.

The term, blessed, is to be preferred to all others. Some prefer 
to use that of happy, however. Happy, and happiness, connote 
childhood. The child is happy chiefly because of thoughtlessness. 
It is a state of being induced by ignorance of the future and being 
utterly carefree. It is an attitude that has been conferred rather 
than won. Blessedness, on the other hand, is the result of choice 
and the fruit of effort. To be blessed is to be a candidate for holi
ness. To be holy is to struggle, to climb.

There are eight levels, in the light of these beatitudes, upon 
which the disciples of Jesus may find themselves. And while 
some of his followers never ascend the summit to the highest of 
these, many of them have done so. Let us look at these levels.

The first of these is suggested in verse three. Its principal mark 
is that of humility. It is derived from a consciousness of great 
need, a poverty of spirit. It lies at the base of the mountain, in 
fact, in the very valley of sin and shame. It views the mountain 
of God’s holiness and shrinks with unworthiness. It, like the 
Publican, will not even so much as lift its eyes to heaven but 
cries, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” To such a one, on such 
a level, the kingdom of heaven is promised.

The second (verse four) level is reached after ascending the 
first. To humility there is added penitence, a mourning for sins 
that have been committed. Involved in this, there is of course 
repentance. The climber must be sorry for his sins. If he is gen
uinely sorry, he will weep about it, either outwardly or inwardly 
or both. His attitude will be like that of a little child when con
fronted with wrong-doing. Thus the climber learns early that the 
way to go up is to go down. In his condition of mourning, comfort 
is assured.

The third is found in verse five. To humility and penitence there 
is added meekness. On this level there is discovered the birth of 
a new spirit. Somewhere in coming up these three steps there has 
transpired the work of the Holy Spirit. This is what Jesus had in 
mind when he said to Nicodemus, “Except a man be bom from 
above, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” When so bom from 
above, the person has a new spirit, the spirit of meekness. Such 
a one will not win11 the earth but he will “ inherit” it.

The fourth (verse six) level is characterized by a spiritual ap
petite, “ hunger and thirst after righteousness.” But who ever 
climbed a mountain and did not get hungry? Also, an appetite is 
a sure sign of growth. Witness the clamor for food by a growing 
boy. When Christians get hungry for right living, both in them
selves and in others, it is a healthy sign. Alas, that so many are 
never found on this level at all but stop on the one below! If all 
followers of Jesus were hungry for the right, this world would 
be a different world indeed!

The fifth is suggested in verse seven. It is that of mercy. Those 
who get this high in their climbing begin to acquire the attributes 
of God, for God is merciful. “God’s love manifests itself in various 
ways, according to the character and conditions of its objects. 
. . . When it goes out toward the guilty, it takes the form of mercy. 
. . . Mercy and grace are the negative and positive aspects of love 
toward the sinful. Mercy takes the bitter cup of penalty and pain 
from the hand of the guilty and empties it. Grace fills it to the 
brim with blessings. Mercy spares the object; grace claims it for 
its own. Mercy rescues from peril; grace imparts a new nature 
and bestows a new standing.” (Mullins, The Christian Religion in 
Its Doctrinal Expression, page 239). If we are like God, we will 
be anxious to forgive. What is given to forgive will be given in 
return.

The sixth (verse eight) is that of purity of heart. No wonder, 
for the higher we climb the purer becomes the “ atmosphere.”  This 
is one way we know when we have gone up instead of down. One 
of the elements of genuine love is that it “ thinketh no evil,” (I

Cor. 13.5). If the heart is pure, the life will be pure. Those who 
climb this high have a .vision of God: “ for they shall see God.” 
Somewhere about this level we would get above the “clouds," 
also, the clouds of doubt and gloom. Up on about this sixth plateau 
the sun of God’s love is never obscured by the clouds of doubt or 
the fogs of fear and uncertainty.

The seventh level is suggested in verse nine. It is characterized 
by peacemaking. Those who follow Christ exert Christ’s influence. 
His influence is a calming influence. His is a peace that “passeth 
all understanding." He brings order out of chaos. He brings har
mony out of discord. He brings quiet out of turmoil. Those who 
go this high up the mountainside will, with and by his help, be 
able to do the same thing (although not to the same extent, to 
be sure).

The eighth (verses ten to twelve) is the summit. On the peak 
is found suffering for the sake of the right. Here is persecution 
because of Christ in the life. Here should be rejoicing for the high 
honor bestowed, that is, being chosen to suffer for Christ’s sake. 
To stand here is to stand alongside “ the prophets which were be
fore you.”  On this sacred place, or plane, a sort of transfiguration 
takes place. Moses and Elijah can be beheld. The air is rare, here. 
The vision is extended, here. The soul is exalted, here. On the 
summit the martyrs dwell. Those who go to the top go tom and 
bleeding but they go shouting and praising God. It must be glor
ious to stand on the peak of the mountain.
II. The Citizens of the Kingdom Are Influential for Good.

First, they are “ the salt of the earth.” Note the simplicity of 
Jesus' comparisons. Salt is universal in its use. There is hardly a 
man on the earth that does not understand its value and its func
tion. It is widely used as a preservative of meat. Without it the 
meat soon spoils and rots. If it has lost its savour it is worse than 
worthless. And so are Christians in a rottening and decaying 
social order. Any such order that would leave out Christ, is 
doomed to ultimate disintegration.

A culture without Christ becomes one of the most vicious. That 
of Italy of the Renaissance is one of the finest examples on this 
point. Here was the full bloom of many of the arts. Painters and 
sculptors created master-pieces that remain the models of the 
present. Literature reached a high point of development. The very 
atmosphere was one of genuine culture. But Christ was unknown, 
except as the worthy son of a great mother, Mary, to whom the 
multitudes' gave idolatrous devotion. Vice and crime flourished 
in the midst of such high culture. Men dared not venture on the 
streets of Milan and Florence after sun-down unless accompanied 
by a heavy body-guard.

One of the strange anachronisms in our own state of Tennessee 
was the building of what was then called a “model town” in which 
no church building was allowed to be erected. What a commentary 
on so-called “ social planning” ! How can anything or anybody be 
called “model” and leave God out?

And if Christians are to sweeten and preserve society, like 
the salt does the meat, of course they must come into contact with 
the people of that society. This means they are to be IN the world 
but not OF the world. For if they become of the world then they 
soon lose their savour. The glaring mistake of monasticism was 
the attempt of Christians to isolate themselves from the then prev
alent corruptions of a decaying society. This might have helped to 
hasten' the oncoming Dark Ages.

Second, they are “ the light of the world.”  Again, note the strik
ing comparison made by the Master Teacher. Who is there that 
does not comprehend that the function of light is to reveal by 
dispelling the darkness? And it is criminal to have a light and 
fail to let it shine when people are walking in the peril of utter 
mid-night. The Lighthouse Service is one of the oldest, most 
honored and most valuable of the services of the United States 
government. It is rich in traditions of heroism, self-sacrifice and 
rescue. It arrives in times of emergency and spares no efforts to 
save men and property. Storm and wave constitute its opportunity.

The value of an object depends upon its usefulness. A flash
light is one of the most useful objects when it gives light, but, 
on the other hand, what is so useless and valueless as a battery or 
a bulb in a flash-light that has burned “out” ? So with a Christian 
that fails or refuses to shine for the glory of Jesus.

A light that really illumines is rarely noticed, also. Men look to 
the results of the light, and walk in it, rather than to the light it
self. As a rule they do not notice the light unless it begins to fail. 
When Christians let their lights shine men will see their Hood 
works but glorify God in heaven. What a privilege to let our in
fluence count for God and good in the midst of such a darkened 
world!
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THE YOUNG SOUTH
Send all contribution! to "The Tounx South." 

1 1 1  149 Sixth Avenue, North.
Nashville, Tennessee

THREE SURPRISES FOR ABBIE 
Ethel and Bobby turned and walked back 

down Abbie’s steps. “ You’d better go on 
ahead. Abbie isn’t ready yet,” her mother 
had told them. Abbie was never ready. She 
never got to school before the very last 
minute.

“ I should think Abbie would rather get 
started in plenty of time,” Bobby said to 
Ethel. “ 1 hate to have to run most of the 
way.”

"That gives me an idea,”  said Ethel, but 
just then Marion joined them and she did
n’t say what it was.

Abbie was late that morning. She usual
ly managed to get there “just in time,”  but 
this morning she didn’t quite make it. The 
children were disgusted with her, because 
they were trying for the attendance record.

, At recess Ethel found Abbie by herself. 
She said, “ I’ve got something I want to talk 
over with you!”

“All right," said Abbie. “Say, that’s a 
pretty new dress you are wearing. I have 
a new one, too. I’m going to wear mine 
tomorrow.”

“Oh. good!” said Ethel. “The teacher told 
me that she thought mine was awfully 
pretty.”

“She did!” exclaimed Abbie. “She never 
said anything about any of my dresses.” 

Ethel smiled a peculiar smile. “Here's 
what I wanted to tell you,” she said. “ I 
want you to get up a little earlier, and be 
ready to come to school—not at the regular 
time of half-past eight, but at quarter-past 
eight tomorrow morning.”

“Why?” asked Abbie.
“Just because,” said Ethel. “ Will you try? 

And if you do, I’ll promise that you will 
have three surprises!”

“Three surprises! What do you mean?” 
asked Abbie.

“Be ready for school at quarter-past 
eight, and you’ll And out!”  Ethel told her.

Abbie was very curious. She told her 
mother to wake her up early, and she got 
up the very first time she was called. She 
was all ready when Ethel and Bobby came 
for her, wondering about the surprises 
Ethel had promised she would have.

They, started down the street, and sud
denly Bobby cried, “Look!” A streak of 
blue flew past them, up in the air. It was 
a blue jay. It flew to a tree. Bobby took a 
cookie out of his pocket afld crumbled it 
on the ground. Soon, as the children stood 
back a way and very still, the blue jay 
flew down to the snowy ground and picked 
up a piece.

“ We feed the birds lots of times on the 
way to school,” said Ethel. “They like suet 
better, though. I tie it to a branch of the 
pine-tree in our yard.”

“ I never have time to look at the birds,” 
said Abbie.

“That’s just it,”  said EtheL “That is the 
first surprise!”

They got to school in plenty of time and 
went in and took off their coats.

“Good-morning, Abbie,” said the teacher. 
“ What a pretty new dress you have!”

Abbie looked at Ethel. After the teacher 
had left them, Ethel said, “That is sur
prise number two. You see, the teacher no
tices things like that and has time to talk 
to you, when you come in plenty of time!”

“ What is the third surprise?" asked Ab
bie.

“ Wait and see," said Ethel.
At recess, Abbie could hardly wait to see 

Ethel. It wasn't because of the third sur
prise though. Abbie had something impor
tant to tell her. “ Ethel, I got all my num
ber work perfect this morning." “That is 
the third surprise,”  she said. "When you 
come running in just as the second bell 
rings, you are out of breath, and can’t get 
down to work for quite a while. But when 
you get here in plenty of time, you can do 
it better.”  “ I never thought of that before," 
said Abbie. “ My, it’s worth getting up ear
lier to be on time."

—Eleanor Lockwood in Baptist Courier.

five cents. Would you get lolly pops, or 
those little cakes that cost a cent apieceT"

"The cakes taste better," Benny said; 
“but the lollypops last longer and there'd 
be one for you."

“ I’ll get the cakes," Donald decided. 
“ It’s Dottle's birthday.”

"Will there be ice cream?" Benny asked.
“Oh, no!" Donald laughed at the thought. 

"You see five cents Is all I have."
Benny held his hnlf-dollnr in his hand 

and thought fast.
“ Would you let me get her some Ice 

cream?” he asked.
He told Donald quickly about finding the 

ring, ending with. “ I can’t think of any
thing I’d like to do with my money so 
much ns to get ice cream for the party."

“ If you're perfectly sure," Donald agreed, 
his eyes shining.

"Of course, I am," said Benny, suddenly 
huppy again.—Velma Vundcrburgh Beebe 
in Story World.

WHAT BENNY FOUND
Benny Davis started toward home very 

slowly. It was a beautiful day, but get
ting too warm for hurrying. Besides, 
there was nothing to hurry for. He was 
tired of his toys at home.

When he turned the comer, he saw a 
man down on his knees by the sidewalk, 
passing his hand over the grass and look
ing carefully all around him.

“Did you lose something?” he asked. 
“ Maybe I can help find it.”

The man looked up with a smile. “ May
be you can," he agreed. “ It is a ring with 
a shining stone in it. Look carefully in the 
grass before you step off the sidewalk.”

Benny looked carefully all along the 
edge of the walk; then got down on his 
knees and crept along, smoothing the grass 
in front of him just as the man was doing. 
It was hot work. He almost wished he 
hadn’t begun, when he saw a sparkle close 
to the edge of the sidewalk farther on. It 
was the ring. Benny was glad he had kept 
on looking when he saw how happy the 
man was to have it.

The man put the ring in his pocket and 
drew out a shiny half-dollar which he held 
out toward Benny.

“Oh-h!” Benny said. “ You shouldn't 
give me all that. I liked helping you. I’m 
glad you got your ring back.”

"Well, I’m so glad to have it again that 
I want to give this to you. Don’t lose it. 
Buy yourself something you’ve been want
ing.”

He tucked the coin' into Benny’s pocket 
and went away, whistling. Benny turned 
the corner toward the stores.

He walked past the stores where he 
knew things cost as much as a dollar and 
went on to where the windows were full 
of brightcolored toys and picture-books.

He started through the door and suw 
Jimmy Gray and Bobby Thome inside. 
The last time he was downtown with them, 
Bobby had given him some candy. If he 
went in there now and they saw how much 
money he had, both boys would expect him 
to buy something for them. He felt cross 
and unhappy.

Outside the bakery he saw Donald Ray.
“Hello, Benny!” Donald called. “Help 

me to think what to get for my little sister. 
She’s four years old today. Four little 
girls have come to play with her for a 
party.
to finish making a dress for a lady.

“ I shelled peas and swept the walk 
Mrs.

Horace Greeley always insisted that the 
word “ news" was plural. He once wired a 
reporter: “ Are there uny news?” The reply 
came; "Not a new.”

Minister's Wife—Wake up! There arc 
burglars in the house, John! 0 

Minister—Well, what of it! Let them find 
out the mistake themselves.

There is a tie between a father and son, 
says a Rotarjan speaker. And If there Is, 
you can bet the son is wearing it.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
Jn m  Daniel

Superintendent
MIrn Janie Lannom 

Office Secretary
149 Sixth Avenue, North, Nashville, Tennessee 

Thorn**—'"Knlarcement and Bible Study for Kvanjfelism"

Miss Ada V. Williams 
Elementary Leader

REAP THE BENEFITS
Why not reap the benefits of a Sunday 

school training school during the fall 
months? Every church in the state should 
provide a training course for its present and 
prospective workers. Training Sunday 
school workers is a major task for every 
Baptist church. Plan now for your school 
if you have not already done so.

• ♦  *  • *

STATE MISSION DAY
October 22 is designated as State Mission 

Day for Sunday schools throughout the 
south. It is hoped that the churches in Ten
nessee will rally to this coll. Hundreds of 
churches responded to this call last year. 
Ifjyou have not already done so read “State 
Mission Arithmetic for Tennessee,’’ by Dr. 
John D. Freeman. It will stir your hearts.

Every church in the state, large or small, 
should make an offering to this worthy 
cause.

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION 
Be sure and attend the Tennessee Bap

tist Convention, November 14-17, First 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga. Keep your 
eyes on the Baptist and Reflector for fur
ther announcements.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS 
Have you sent in your Vacation Bible 

school report? If not, rush it in to our De
partment at once. Ocoee is leading with 61; 
Holston is second with 48 and Gibson and
Nashville are third with' 2 8 .-------•

We want every report. Will you help us 
get them?

FELLOWSHIP BANQUET 
You are invited to attend the Brother

hood and Royal Ambassador’s Fellowship 
Banquet Thursday evening, November 16, 
which comes during the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention in Chattanooga, Nov. 14-17.

*  • •  *  *

2. Grading — Classifies into congenial 
groups.

3. Weekly officers and Teachers Meet
ing—Frequent Counseling of leader
ship.

V. “The Standard Centralizes Evangelism
and Missions.’’
1. Evangelism—A Divine Command.
2. Denominational Co-operation — A 

Baptist Privilege.
A. L. A.

STANDARD CLASSES AND 
DEPARTMENTS

First Baptist Church, Kingsport reports 
a Standard Cradle Roll department for 
1939. Mrs. I. M. Fuller is the superintend
ent.

The Primary Departments of the First 
Baptist Church, Covington, and Calvary 
Baptist Church, Jackson, have been recog
nized as Standard for 1939.

The following Junior classes of Avondale 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, have been 
recognized as Standard for the past quarter: 
“Everyday Workers," Mrs. Viola Hood, 
teacher; “Gideons,” Mrs. John Williams, 
teacher; “ Loyalty,”  Mrs. R. R. Lee, teacher; 
“Shining Lights,”  Mrs. Ona Kirksey, teach
er. The “Character Builders” class of the 
Brainerd Church, Miss Irma Scruggs, 
teacher, has been recognized as Standard 
for the past quarter.

The following Intermediate classes of the 
Central Baptist Church, Chattanooga, were 
Standard for the past quarter: “Queen
Esther,” Mrs. C. D. Ledford, teacher; 
"Faithful Followers,” Mrs. E. D. Ralston, 
teacher; “ Pure Gold,” Mrs. Tom Serter, 
teacher; “Reliables,” Mrs. R. T. Newton, 
teacherr “Steadfast," Mrs. Wilbur Wilson, 
teacher; “ Broadcasters," Mr. J. B. Town
send, teacher; This department is also 
Standard. Miss Agnes Cornett is the sup
erintendent. Ridgedale Baptist Church re
ports a Standard Intermediate class for this 
quarter—“Pure Gold," Mrs. J. H. Poe is 
teacher.

The Intermediate department of West 
Jackson Church and eleven classes are 
Standard. Mr. B. J. Barnett is the superin
tendent. “Dependables,” Mr. Roy Bohnert, 
teacher; “Dependables,” Mrs. A. H. Sta- 
bnugh, teacher; “ Eagles,” Mr. Everett Pet
ty, teacher; “Golden Rule," Mrs. H. H. Witt, 
teacher; “ Kingdom Builders,” Mr. Thomas 
Patton, teacher; "King’s Own,” Mr. Calota 
Mayer, teacher; “ Kingdom Seekers,” Mrs.
B. F. McBride, teacher; "Pure Gold," Mrs. 
Bobbie Barnett, teacher; “Sunshine," Mrs.
J. E. Williams, teacher; “Sunshine Scatter
ed ,” Mrs. Frank Rogers, teacher; “Volun
teers," Mrs. C. S. Sewell, teacher.

"The Sunshine” class, Central Church, 
Johnson City, is also Standard. Mrs. E. C. 
Walker is the teacher.

"The Victors” and "Reflectors” classes of 
First Church, Kingsport, are recognized as 
Standard. Mr. D. W. Black and Miss Rachel 
Lee, respectively, are teachers.

“The Comrades” class, Judson Church, 
Nashville, is Standard. Miss Clara Mae 
Macke is the teacher.

Congratulations to all of these classes and 
departments!

APPLY NOW
Elementary Departments are recognized 

as Standard from October 1 to October 1. 
If your department has been Standard and 
you have maintained all the points, will 
you not please make your application now? 
All departments should check their work 
against the Standard of Excellence and also 
make application soon after October 1.

What do you slick your hair down with? 
Crisco.
Why?
Because I don’t have to get any haircuts. 
Why?
Because Crisco is shortening.

“By whom?” asked the man who was told 
that his wife was outspoken.

Father: "Now I’m getting you a good job 
in my mill. I want you to work your way 
up’)”

Son: “But, Father, there’s no future in it. 
I want to work in some place where I can 
marry the owner’s daughter.”

STATE-WIDE ASSOCIATIONAL
CONVENTION |

The fifth state-wide associational Sunday 
school conference is scheduled for January 
24, 25, 1940. These meetings have meant 
much to the work in Tennessee. Make your 
plans to attend.

THE STANDARD—A CHURCH 
CENTERED PROGRAM

I. “Standard Defined and Evaluated.”
1. Program of Work. Incentive.
2. Blue Print. Measuring stick.
3. A Balanced Church Centered Pro

gram.
II. “The Standard Magnifies the Church.”

1. Church Control—A Centering of Re
sponsibility.

2. Preaching Attendance— A Biblical 
Command.

3. Trained Workers—A Church Obliga
tion.

III. “The Standard Magnifies the Bible."
1. Bibles Used—Our Only Textbook.
2. Baptist Literature — Denominational 

Interpretation.
IV. “The Standard Rightly Positionizes

People.”
1. Enrollment—Enlists the unlisted.

a d m i s s i o n  study books
FANNIE E. S. HECK

BY MRS. W. C. JAMES 
A study of the hidden springs 
In a rarely useful and victo
rious life, which will impress 
Itself anew on the hearts of 
W.M.U. members.
Cloth binding only, $0.60.

THE WAY Or MISSION
ARY EDUCATION

BY JULIETTE MATHER
A comprehensive statement 
of both the ideals and the 
practice of missionary edu
cation as carried on by the 
Woman's Missionary Union. 
Cloth binding only, $0.60.

AVw B o o k  t o r  L o t t i e  M o o n  W e e k  o f  P r a y e r

CONSTRAINING LOVE — BY MRS. WM. McMURRY
Thousands of W.M.S. societies will study this book during the 
week of prayer just before the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
Paper binding only, $0.25. .—

v J a f i t i A t ' BOOK STORE
161-8th A rt.. N. NASHVILLE. TENN.
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W e l c o m e !

We are thankful to use the Baptist 
and Reflector as a medium of ex
pressing our welcome to the Bap
tist Students of our state to our 
State B. S. U. Convention in Mur
freesboro. Our leaders have plan
ned a thoroughly inspirational 
program. The members of the 
First Baptist Church of Murfrees
boro and Tennessee College stu
dents are daily thinking and pray
ing about this meeting. To make 
it truly great, we covet your pray
ers and attendance at this gather
ing. May it be the best B. S. U. 
meeting in the history of the or
ganization in our state. We are 
expecting at least 200 of you to be 
our guestsTOctober 20-22.

Nancy Malone,
President, B. S. U., 
Tennessee College

DR. P. E. B U R R O U G H S  
Nashville

C L Y D E  
Stale President

THURSDAY. OCTOBER 12. 1939

S f i e a h e ^ i

State Baptist Student Union 
Forces to Gather at 

Murfreesboro

S f x e a h e A A

October 20-22,1939

Atlanta

D R . JO H N  D. F R E E M A N  
Nashville

REV. H O W A R D  B E N N E T T  
Carthafa

P lft II

D E A N  S. S. S A R G E N T  
Jackson



V I S I O N A L

Time and Place

Middle Tennessee, Oct. 16-17, Law- 
renceburg.

W est Tennessee, Oct. 19-20, Dyers- 
burg.

East Tennessee, Oct. 24-25, Maryville.

★

W. M. S. Sessions Open

Middle Tennessee, Oct. 17, 9:30 A.M. 

West Tennessee, Oct. 20, 9:45 A.M. 

East Tennessee, Oct. 24, 2:00 P.M.

Miss W ilma Bucy

Young People’s Banquet

Lawrenceburg, October 16, 6:30 P.M. 

Dyersburg October 19, 5:30 P.M. 

Maryville, October 24, 5:30 P.M.

Young People’s Sessions
Evening Programs, October 16, 19, 24.

c z fy  d o i d i u t  j3 n u L .ta .tion  i i  

e x t e n d e d  t o  aCC, Lrtj e a c f i  

d ^ i o i i i o u a C  . .

M rs. C. D. C reasm an

Speakers

Miss Wilma Bucy, 
Home Mission Board.

Mrs. C. D. Creasman, 
State President.

State and Local Leaders.
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A M O N G  T I E  B R E T H R E N
By FLEETWOOD BALL

W. D. Edwards has resigned the pastorate 
at Marked Tree, Ark., and moved to West 
Tennessee.

--- WAR---

J. Dean Adcock of the Fifth Avenue 
Church, St. Petersburg, Fla., continues very 

-sick. He is a native of Tennessee.
----- B A R ------

Ira D. Knight recently resigned as pastor 
at Durham, N. C., and has accepted a call 
to the church at West Palm Beach, Fla.

------B A R ------

A semi-annual meeting of the Foreign 
Mission Board is being held in Richmond, 
Va. John H. Anderson is the Tennessee 
Board member.

----- B A R ------

J. B. Cranflll, founder of the Baptist 
Standard of Dallas, Texas, celebrated his 
eighty-first birthday. He has taught one 
Sunday school class for 57 years.

----- B A R ------

W. Oscar Gibson of Louisville, Ky., suc
cessfully conducted recently a revival with 
Beechmonth Church near Louisville. The 
young preacher is a son of Finley F. Gib
son.

------B A R -----

W. H. Edwards of Tampa, Fla., a native 
of Tennessee, lately did the preaching in 
a revival in Pikeville, Ky., E. L. Howerton, 
pastor.

— B A R —

A revival is. in progress in South Royal 
Street Church, Jackson, J. B. Holland, 
pastor. L. H. Moore, of Carrier Mills, 111., 
is doing the preaching, and L. G. Frey is 
leading the singing.

----- RAH------

A special series of services is being held 
in the First Church, Shreveport, La., M. E. 
Dodd, pastor. L. J. Holcomb, of Nashville, 
is doing the preaching, and Key’s quad
ruplets are leading the singing.

------B A R ------

Central Church, Jacksonville, Texas, has 
experienced a gracious revival led by Hy
man Applemun. Woodrow Harris led the 
singing. D. B. Lloyd is the happy pastor. 
There were 73 additions.

C. L. Randall, of Little Rock, Ark., has 
just conducted a meeting at Alicia, Ark. 
There were 15 additions, 13 by baptism. 
C. C. Sledd, of Hoxie, Ark., is the pastor. 
He is a native of Kentucky.

— B A R —

The Sulphur Springs Church, near 
Franklin, Ky., recently called Samuel 
Maddox as pastor, and he began his work 
with a ten-day revival resulting in 16 
additions. He is a son of O. P. Maddox, 
a long time missionary in Brazil.

-----B A R ------

Calvary Church at Bayou, La., although 
it is 127 years old, will be host to the 
Louisiana Association. The church was 
organized in 1812 in South Central Louis
iana by Joseph Willis. The future of the 
great old church is brighter than ever be
fore.

By THE EDITOR
The Edgewood Baptist Church, Chatta

nooga, J. H. Sollie, pastor, has adopted a 
church budget which includes $150.00 for 
the Co-operative Program.

----- B A R ------

A good revival closed at the Woodlawn 
Baptist Church recently. Pastor J. A. G. 
Jordan did the preaching, and there were 
26 additions to the church. The music was 
led by Mr. Nelson.

----- B A R ------

Tennessee leads in contributions to South
wide causes for the month of September, 
according to report of Southwide funds re
ceived from the Executive Committee, hav
ing given $14,365.00. Kentucky, who gave 
$13,424.74, was second.

----- B A R ------
J. G. Hughes, pastor of the First Baptist 

Church, Kingsport, is assisting Pastor S. R. 
Woodson and the First Church, Humboldt, 
in a meeting, with L. B. Cobb, pastor of 
Seventh Street Church, Memphis, directing 
the music.

----- B A R ------
The September Report of Southwide 

Funds, from the Executive Committee of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, has been 
received, and we note that Tennessee has 
top place, having given $14,365.00 to South

wide causes for that month. Kentucky is 
second, having given $13,424.74.

----- B A R ------

Dr. J. B. Weatherspoon, of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville,. 
Ky., has been secured as the inspirational 
speaker for the State Baptist Convention 
to be held with the First Church, Chatta
nooga, November 14-17. He will speak 
on the program three times — Wednesday 
night, Thursday morning, and Thursday 
night.

----- B A R ------
The Kirkland Chapel Baptist Church 

near Fayetteville had Dedication Services 
Sunday, October 8, to dedicate their new 
building. On Sunday night a series of 
revival services were begun, with Rev. 
Kennedy doing the preaching. E. L. 
Smothers is pastor of the church.

----- B A R —

Merrill D. Moore, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Newport, has been in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, visiting his parents and 
his aunt, Miss Selma Maxville, who has 
just returned on furlough from her work 
in Moulmein, Burma, where she has been 
a missionary under the Northern Baptist 
Board for 27 years. Miss Maxville for
merly lived in Halls, Tennessee.

----- B A R ------
The Malesus Baptist Church plans to. 

observe its “Jubilee Celebration” Sunday, 
October 15. They desire to have present 
all former pastors and members on this 
occasion which marks the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the church. Former 
pastors of the church will bring messages, 
also the editor.

----- B A R —

Woodrow Medlock, pastor of the Powells 
Chapel Baptist Church at Walter Hill, is 
doing the preaching in a meeting with the 
Westvue Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, 
and much interest is being manifested. 
M. M. Ayers is pastor of the Westvue 
Church.

----- B A R ------

We read in the Oklahoma Baptist Mes
senger of the death of Rev. A. Nunnery 
at his home in Chickasha, Okla. He was 
a native of Camden, Tennessee, received 
his theological training in Union University,
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and founded the Baptist Banner at Jackson, 
which merged with other Baptist papers to 
finally become the Baptist and Reflector.
He went to Oklahoma in 1907. Dr. Nun
nery had been in failing health for a num
ber of years. He was 7ft years old.

----- B A R ------
J. W. Cunningham has begun his sixth 

year as pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
Steele, Missouri. A fine meeting, resulting 
in 11 additions by letter and 43 by baptism, 
was recently held, in which Dr. John F. 
Vines of Kansas City did the preaching. 
The .church is now raising $8,000 with 
whicn to complete the church building. 
Pastor Cunningham writes that three- 
fourths of his church members are from 
Tennessee.

------B A R ------

The Baptist Sunday School Board has 
requested us to publish the following note: 
“We are completely out of free literature. 
New pamphlets are being prepared and as 
soon as they are ready will be sent to all 
who register with the Department of Inter
mediate Sunday School Work for the new 
Sunday school year, beginning October 1, 
1939.”

----- B A R ------

C. O. Simpson, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Trenton, assisted Pastor H. A. 
West and the Arlington Baptist Church, 
Arlington, Ky., in a gracious revival meet
ing which resulted in 31 additions, of whom 
20 were for baptism. It is reported that 
the spiritual tide was high all through 
the meeting, and that the church is pro
gressing in all departments under the 
leadership of Pastor West, who has pastored 
the church for three years.

-  — B A R —

On October 1, Dr. J. W. Storer began 
the ninth year of his pastorate with the 
First Baptist Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
During the eight years there have been 
received 2,609 members, 873 of these for 
baptism. There has been a total amount 
given to all causes of $373,910.16. The 
present membership of the church is 3,450. 
Dr. Storer is at present in the midst of a 
revival meeting with the Ripley Baptist 
Church, James Sullivan, pastor, with Rush 
McDonald of Jackson leading the music.

— B A R —
South Side Baptist Church of Dyersburg 

has had one of the most successful revivals 
in the history of the church. Evangelist 
A. T. Willis of Forsam, Texas, did the 
preaching, and the meeting was extended 
two days longer than planned. Thirty- 
one united with the church, 20 for baptism, 
and 11 by letter, and many rededicated 
their lives to the service of God, several 
of this number being heads of families. 
The church has called as pastor Jackson 
Foster of Newbern, and has gone from 
one-fourth to one-half time.

— B A R —
After serving as Educational Director of 

the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, Knox
ville, for a number of months, Ray Koonce 
has resigned to accept the position as 
Student Secretary on the campus of 
Southern Illinois State Teachers’ College in 
Carbondale, Illinois. Pastor Frank Wood 
writes that Brother Koonce was greatly 
loved by the church and did an excellent 
work there.

----- B A R ------
A splendid revival meeting was held at 

the Union Hill Church in Nashville Asso
ciation, C. H. Robinson, pastor, in which the 
preaching was done by O. F. Huckaba, 
pastor of the North Edgefield Baptist 
Church, Nashville. There were 13 addi
tions to the church. Brother Huckaba 
also did the preaching recently in a meet
ing with the Mill Creek Church, M. E.

Ward, pastor, which resulted in a number 
of additions and a great revival in the 
church.

------B A R ------

President Q. M. Sm ith  of State Teachers’ College, 
Murfreesboro, welcomes the B. S . U. 

Convention Oct. 20-22.

— b a r —

Homer G. Lindsay, pastor of the Avon-*5 
dale Baptist Church, Chattanooga, has just 
closed a revival with the Tabernacle 
Church, that city, in which there were 50 
additions to the church, 45 by profession 
of faith for baptism and 5 by letter. Pastor 
R. R. Denny reports that sound scriptural 
preaching was done by Brother Lindsay 
and that there was a great spirit of re
vival, and about 70 children took a definite 
stand for Christ.

— B A R —

Oct. 3, 1939.
“ Hon. Marvel Mills Logan, the Junior 

Senator of Kentucky, died suddenly today 
in Washington, D. C. He served the Com
monwealth of Kentucky in many respon
sible positions, among them Chief Justice 
of the highest court of the State. He was 
known in Washington for his interest in 
Christian work. He taught regularly a 
large class of men in the Bethany Baptist 
Church. He was an active member of the 
Committee on Public Relations, appointed 
by the Southern Baptist Convention. He 
was ever ready to defend the Christian 
faith. No other man in public life has had 
so fine a record for unbroken Sunday school 
attendance as Senator Logan. His going 
is a loss to our Baptist cause in Washing
ton.”  '  (Signed)—Rufus W. Weaver.

With the Churches: Chattanooga—
Brainerd welcomed 3 by letter, 2 for 
baptism; Chamberlain ■ Avenue received 1 
for baptism; Edge wood received 1 by letter; 
First received 2 by letter; Higfiimid Park 
welcomed 4 by letter, 1 for-Zfaantism: 
Mission Ridge, Pastor Stephens baptized 4; 
Red Bank received 2 by letter; Tabernacle, 
Pastor Denny, welcomed 1 by letter, 12 for 
baptism, baptized 12. Chickamauga, Ga„ 
received 1 for baptism. Cleveland—First 
received 2 by letter, 1 for baptism. Col
lierville received 1 for baptism. Columbia 
—First welcomed 3 by letter; Second re
ceived 1 by letter. Daisy—Pastor Black, 
welcomed 4 by letter, 5 for baptism, bap
tized 5. Elizabethton—First, Pastor Starke, 
welcomed 2 for baptism, 1 by letter, bap
tized 8. Hixson—First, Pastor Harris, re
ceived 2 by letter, baptized 4. Jackson— 
First welcomed 3 by letter, 1 for baptism. 
Kingsport—First received 1 by letter, 1 for 
baptism. Knoxville—Broadway welcomed 
4 for baptism, 12 by letter; Deaderick 
Avenue received 1 for baptism; Lincoln 
Park received 1 by letter; South, Pastor 
Haynes, received 1 by letter, baptized 6. 
Memphis—Bellevue, Pastor Lee, welcomed 
12 additions, baptized 3; Seventh Street 
welcomed 3 by letter; McLean Boulevard 
welcomed 3 by letter; Merton Avenue re
ceived 1 for baptism; Temple received 2 
by letter; Union Avenue received 2 by 
letter. Murfreesboro— First, Pastor Sed-
berry, welcomed 3 by letter, 1 for baptism, 
baptized 4. Nashville—Freeland, Pastor 
Osborne, received 1 by letter, 1 for baptism, 
baptized 5; Inglewood welcomed 2 for 
baptism, 3 by letter; Seventh received 2 
for baptism. Walter Hill—Powells Chapel 
received 1 for baptism.

----- B A R ------

Dr. W. W. Barnes, Professor of Church 
History in Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, is issuing 
a call for any books, magazines or papers 
that may be of historical value to Southern 
Baptists. Dr. Barnes has been employed 
by the Historical Commission, which was 
authorized in Richmond by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, to write one of the 
two volumes of the History of Southern 
Baptists for our centennial anniversary in 
1945. Dr. Barnes has visited library cen
ters and public and private historical col
lections and will appreciate any individual 
gifts that may prove of value.

TENNESSEE BAPTIST MINISTERS’ CONFERENCE 
First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee

Tuesday Afternoon, November 14, 1939 
Slogan—“Teaching Them.” Matt. 28:20.

1:30 Song Service—Directed by Mr. Luther C. Carter, Nashville.
1:45 Devotions—Dr. Carl A. DeVane, Chattanooga,
2:00 Election of Officers.
2:05 "Teaching Them To Serve"—Dr. L. S. Ewton, Nashville.
2:35 “ Teaching Them To Give”—Mr. Lawson H. Cooke, Memphis.
3:05 Special Music—Mr. Luther Carter, Nashville.
3:10 "Teaching Them To Worship”—Dr. W. R. Rigell, Johnson City.
3:40 Hymn.
3:45 Address—“The Alternatives of The Modern Preacher”—Dr. J. B. Weather- 

spoon, Louisville, Kentucky.
Chas. S. Henderson 
R. J. Bateman 
W. Frank Wood

Committee,
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1 Big Question For Tennessee Baptists
SH A L L  W E  E N LA R G E  THE PLACE O F  O U R  TENTS A N D  STRENGTHEN  THE STAKES?

if that question from the Scriptures means anything, it means at least that God 's people should enlarge the fields of service for 
Him and drive more deeply into the soil of human hearts and minds the basic principles of the Book. Our great task in Tennessee 
is to do these two imperative tasks, and we cannot safely delay.

Glorious things have taken place during the year that is just closing. Space does not permit giving a full tabulation of victories 
won, of advances made. Here are a few of the many hundreds of things that have been accomplished because of STATE M ISS IO N  
M ONEY.

1. Ten missions have been opened in Nashville Association and 
two new churches organized. The long stretch between 
Nashville and Centerville, heretofore without a Baptist meet
ing house, has been broken fourteen miles from town by 
Harpeth Heights Baptist Church, which is now building a 
meeting housel A  joint missionary'is largely responsible for 
these gains.

2. Church Hill, a large village between Kingsport and Rogers- 
ville, is to have a Baptist Church at last! State Missions 
made it possible for them to-secure a lovely half-acre lot. 
A  state missionary is leading them to organize and build.

3. Negro Baptists of a Chattanooga church have written a let
ter expressing great appreciation for the services of Brother 
Bonner, our Negro missionary. A  group of Negro Baptists 
in a West Tennessee town have been rallied and are now 
working to build them a house of worship. State Missions 
must help our Negro brethren, else they will see many of 
their people swept off by heresies, as many whites also- are 
being seduced.

4. Brotherton Baptists have worshipped for many years in a 
"union" meeting house, owned Dy Methodists. State M is
sions has made it possible for them to secure a good lot and 
a state missionary is aiding them build.

5. Dickson and Dresden have come into their own during the 
past three years because State Missions aided them. Each 
church was in great danger of losing its splendid house of 
worship. Now they are secure in their holdings and grow
ing in a fine way. Other emergencies will arise which only 
state missions can meet.

6. Jamestown, Byrdstown, Celina, Gainsboro, Camden and oth
er good county seat towns are seeing beautiful Baptist meet-

10.

ing houses erected because State Missions has made it possi
ble for them to have leadership during the building period.

Holston and Watauga associations are witnessing a great 
program of church building because, in part at least, of the 
splendid services of a state missionary and his work. The 
co-operative missionary, supported jointly by association and 
State Boards, is a great asset to our work.

Seven hundred and more Vacation Bible Schools have al
ready been reported with their great work of teaching the 
Book to thousands of children. This glorious work is abso
lutely dependent upon State Mission money.

One hundred and thirty new unions were organized recent
ly in Shelby County as a result of a great week of enlist
ment and training conducted by our Training Union De
partment. Hundreds of church members are now securing 
special training for their work in the churches because State 
Mission money made the week possible.

Scores, perhaps hundreds, of Baptist students in our colleges 
and universities joined Baptist churches in the college towns 
October 1st, largely because of work done through the Bap
tist Student Union, and it lives with us because of State 
Mission money.

W . M. U. is reaching out with new organizations and en
larged ministry because of our missionaries. Every state mis
sionary is a booster for W . M. U., thereby increasing the 
reach of its influence.

12. Many hundred souls have been won to Christ during the year 
just closing because of the tninistry of our state missionaries. 
The reports for the past months have been inspiring. Dozens 
of places have been reached with the Gospel which would 
not have heard it but for STATE M IS S IO N  M O NEY.

W H A T  SH A LL  W E  D O  D U R IN G  1940? That is a question of great moment just now. Never before were the doors of 
opportunity so wide open for us. Never before were so many fields calling for help. W e should open at least 250 mission stations 
during the year and help organize no less than 75 new churches. Hundreds of souls will go into eternity without being saved unless 
we press our program of evangelism.

THEREFORE LET US M A K E  O CTO B ER  22 A  G R EA T  D A Y  IN EVERY BAPTIST C H U R C H

Be sure to plan immediately to have the great program for the day presented before the entire Sunday school congregation.
Be sure to make announcements next Sunday about that program, give out the envelopes and URG E EVERYONE TO SAVE 

M O N E Y  IN  O RDER  TO  G IVE A  G LO R IO U SLY  BIG OFFERING.

EVERYTH IN G  IS READ Y  TO  M A K E  1940 O U R  GREATEST YEAR O F  A D V A N C E S  FOR THE LORD.

H O W  FAR W E  G O  IN  H IS SERV ICE DEPENDS U PO N  THE SIZE O F  O U R  SPEC IAL STATE M ISS IO N  O FFERING.

John D. Freeman, Executive Secretary
Nashville, Tennessee. ^
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CLINTON’S AWAKENING
“ We have just concluded the greatest 

spiritual awakening our church has ex
perienced in my pastorate of ten years, and 
many years previous so far as any member 
recalls. There was a great sense of Chris
tian conviction wrought in the hearts and 
consciences of the people which gave a 
reverence for the Word of God and respect 
for the church and need of Christ to save 
the lost from the guilt of sin. There were 
56 professions of faith in Christ and 66 
additions. We had to assist us Dr. Arthur 
Fox and son, Rev. Paul Fox, pastor- 
evangelist of Morristown, Tenn. Every 
church should have these preachers con
duct a series of revival meetings.”

Horace L. Smith, Pastor.
—BAR—

BRIEFS CONCERNING THE BRETHREN 
Called and Accepted

Dannie W. Leonard, Rockwood, Tenn.
Archie Ellis, Landrum, S. C.
A. J. Dahlby, Elgin, 111.
Leslie O. Evans, East Sherman, Texas.
Charles Talley, First, Childress, Texas.
C. R. Barrick, Tucumcari, New Mexico.
Floyd Jent, Third, W. Frankfort, 111.
Nolan M. Kennedy, Florala, Ala.
F. W. Taylor, Estancia, New Mexico.
Leon Ivey, LeCompte, La.
W. N. Noland, East Side, Lubbock, Texas.
Roy Watson, Cooperton, Okla.
Dallas Lee, First, Quanah, Texas.
Joel Sturdivant, Merigold, Miss.
Carl A. Howell, First, Leesburg, Fla.
C.' R. McClelland, Eastern Ave., Okla

homa City, Okla.
W. W. Hutchins, Southside, Winston- 

Salem, N. C.
Haskell Underwood, Locust Grove, Okla.
J. Guy Martin, Clifton Church, near 

Spartanburg, S. C.
J. N. Evans, Wallace, N. C.
Yancey T. Shebane, Sparkman, Ark.
E. T. Smith, Walnut Grove Church, 

Jonesboro, Ark.
L. A. Myers, Editor Arkansas Baptist, 

Arkansas.
C. E. Hendricks, Colgate, Okla.

Resigned
Editor J. I. Cossey, Arkansas Baptist, 

Searcy, Ark.
Archie Ellis, Riverside Church, Greene- 

ville, S. C.
A. J. Dahlby, Kansas City, Mo.
E. A. Bayer, Birch Tree, Mo.
Leslie O. Evans, Whitewright, Texas.
John W. Cobb, Central, Itasca, Texas.
C. S. Bratcher, First, Morganfield, Ky.
W. N. Noland, Folsom Highway Church, 

Oklahoma.
Jep. C. Williams, Mounds, Okla.
S. B. Hughes, Calvary, Abilene, Texas.
A. D. Foreman, Jr., First, San Angelo, 

Texas.
L. D. Kimberly, Beebe, Ark.
Haskell Underwood, Adair, Okla.
Joe R. Mayes, Megargel, Texas.
J. W. Hollis, First, Cleveland, Texas. “
C. L. Hammond, First, Corbin, Ky.
Ernest C. Kolb, Wingate, N. C.
Yancey T. Shebane, Key West, Fla.

Ordnined
Primitivo Delgado, Rockwood, Tenn.
J. M. Haulbrook, Pelzer, S. C.
Merl Poland, Amsterdam, Mo.
William Olson, Calvary, Afton, Okla.
Eugene Jones, Calvary, Afton, Okla.
Herbert Whitaker, Harlam, Ga.
Norman Hodges, Little Ogeechee Church, 

Oliver, Okla.

What I Saw When The Home o f My Son 
Was Burning

Behold, how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth: James 3:5.
By W. B. Langford of Jonesboro, Arkansas
A LITTLE FIRE kindled in the basement 

of a home unaware to the family or 
the outside world, was unnoticed until it 
had spread to each side of the building and 
the family within found themselves help
less, and wholly lost to the flames, as far 
as their power and ability to combat the 
situation.

They called for help to save them from 
the burning flames. TRey did not call their 
banker or their doctor, but they called a 
man who they knew could do what they 
needed done just at this time and a man 
they knew who was master of the situation 
by reason of his method and his trained 
personnel of fire fighters and that was the 
fire chief of their city.

A little sin kindled in the heart of a 
man, the base of his life, unnoticed by him 
or the outside world, was left alone to 
spread and grow within its own power until 
it had control of the life of the individual 
and held this life at its mercy. The individ
ual, realizing his helpless condition and lost 
to the burning fires of sin, called one who 
he knew could do just the thing he needed 
at this time and save his burning-soul from 
torment. The Master Fire Chief, God Al
mighty, who he knew could quench the 
burning fires of sin in his heart. The chief 
of a material type that was called to quench 
the fire of the burning home, came with 
his equipment and personnel of firemen 
and connected the line of hose to the fire 
plug that was attached to the water main. 
He opened a nozzle and sprayed the water 
and quenched the fire and saved the build
ing. This could never have been done with 
the family rebelling and refusing to accept 
the fire chief’s methods of saving the build
ing. They necessarily had to surrender their 
all to him and his method. And even so, 
does God Almighty, through the human 
agency and personnel of his trained and 
enlightened spiritual firemen who come to 
the rescue of a lost soul, and through the 
hose of love through which flows the blood 
of Jesus Christ, spray the burning soul of 
the fires of sin and save a life. In like 
manner as did the family surrender all to 
the wish and will of the fire chief, so must 
we surrender and trust wholeheartedly and 
unreservedly to the wish and will of God, 
the Master Fire Chief, that we too might be 
saved from the burning fires of sin.
A NOTHER THING I NOTICED about the 

activities of this fire chief in quench
ing the burning fire of this home was that 
he did not stop at spraying or saturating 
the exterior of the building and saying that 
was enough, that it was now saved, but he 
put the water inside and sprayed the burn
ing interior. Neither will immersion or any 
other form of baptism used, quench the 
burning fires of sin and save the soul of

Died
Rev. A. Nunnery, Chickasha, Okla.
Rev. J. W. Haynes, Talladega, Ala.
Dr. Milton G. Evans, president emeritus 

of Crozer Theological Seminary, Carbon- 
dale, Pa.

Rev. T. S. Darling, Comfort, Texas.
Dr. Ira Maurice Price, Olympia, Wash., 

professor emeritus University of Chicago.

man. Baptism is not salvation and does not 
save one any more than the spraying of 
the outer walls of a burning building save 
the house.

And too, I noticed that the chief and his 
crew did not come into that home, affiliate 
and join as one of the family, and sit down 
with contentment and feel that this method 
would save the burning building, for it 
could not, neither will joining any church, 
society, or organization of any type save 
the soul from the burning fires of sin. 
Church membership is not salvation and 
does not quench the fires of sin in the 
heart of man. Nothing other than the 
blood of Jesus Christ spread through the 
line of hose of God’s love, on the heart ot 
man, can save him from the burning fires 
of Hell.

Another thing I saw in this fire was that 
the innermost part of this home was expos
ed to the public, and the world looked in 
and saw as never before, the true home life 
of this family. And just so with man when 
sin has reached the point of wrecking his 
life, he too, is inwardly seen and known by 
the outer world in his true sense of living.

The fire chief, when he had made the 
connection of the hose to the fire plug, then 
opened the nozzle, and the first gallon of 
water that was sprayed on the fire from the 
hose was replaced immediately by the wa
ter main which was supplied from the 
water tower yonder at the head of the sys
tem. The entire water system of Jonesboro, 
was disturbed and in action, stood ready to 
spill every drop to save the burning build
ing. And, in like manner, when the Master 
Fire Chief orders the nozzle of the line of 
hose of His love open through which flows 
the blood of Jesus Christ, connecting lines 
that lead to the fountain head, the souls of 
men might be saved from the catastrophe 
that awaits those which are afire with sin.
A ND AGAIN I NOTICED at this fire, 

hundreds of people came rushing, fill
ed with morbid curiosity, came for no 
other purpose but to see, stood by in amaze
ment while only a few took part to render 
the needed service. Brethren, I wonder to 
which class you and I belong? Do we know 
how to fight the fires of sin and help the 
man that is burning by being able to tell 
him the plan of salvation, and the method 
which God has provided for his safety? Or 
do we belong to that throng of curiosity 
seekers, at a loss to know what to do or 
say when we find our fellow man prostrate 
with a life that is wrecked and ruined by 
sin? This fire chief, through the effort of 
his skillful trained men, penetrated to the 
inner part of this home, sprayed the 
quenching fluid on the fire and saved the 
building. But the marks of the fire are still 
to be seen and the building is impaired 
and can never render the same service and 
last as long as it might, had it not been 
burned and charred.

And even so the Master Fire Chief, God 
Almighty, through the personnel of his 
Christian workers, is able to spray the heart 
of man with the blood of Christ, through 
the hose of His love, and save the life. But 
the marks of sin are left and his life can 
never be the service that it might have 
been, had it not been marked by the fires 
of sin.
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