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PREACHING THE GOSPEL
(Digest of the Annual Convention Sermon of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention, delivered in First Baptist Church, Chatta
nooga, Tuesday night, November 14, 1939, by D. A. Ellis, pastor, 
McLean Boulevard Baptist Church, Memphis.)

Text: Woe is me if l preach not llie gospel.—Cor 9:16.
HE PREACHER’S MESSAGE is vital to 

man’s life in time and eternity. His voice 
has its influence in the domestic life, in 

business, in politics and is the greatest in
fluence ip religion.

It was with this feeling of responsibility that 
Paul used the language of the text. He under
stood the nature of God and man and human 
destiny. The God of Paul, the true God is a 
holy and just God. He is all wise and power
ful. He cannot look upon sin with any degree 
of allowance.

Paul proclaimed that all men had sinned and 
come short of the glory of God (Romr3:23). In 
this condition man is already condemned, lost 
and without God and hope in the world. His 
lost condition is evidenced by the shame and 
disgrace of his conduct in all time and every
where. Reason does not control him and ex
perience does not restrain him. He is un
changed even in the presence of suffering and 
death.

The penalty of sin and unbelief is death— 
hell. We are living in an age when many 
would take penalty out of law and hell out of 
the Bible. Far too many prisons are like par
lors and too many think of the second death as 
a mere place of unhappy retirement. Hell is dr. o. a. ellis
called death in a lake of Are, and outer dark
ness where there is wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. Language cannot describe a place of greater suffering and 
disappointment. God forbid that men should be deceived.

With these great facts, Paul is called to preach the gospel, 
which he declared to be the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ. The death of Jesus not only revealed just God but His 
great concern for the salvation of man. By it God maintains 
his character and respect for law. The penalty of sin is death 
and when Jesus, who knew no sin, was made sin for us we were 
made the righteousness of God in Him. The hope of man is made 
perfect by complete satisfaction of the law. It is blessed to know 
that “he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace is upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.” Oh, with what power and con
viction Paul could preach when he knew that his own name was 
written in the Book of Life! There can never be great preach
ing about the salvation of others while one trembles for the 
safety of his own soul.
D  UT THE DEATH OF JESUS and His burial looked like defeat, 

it looked as if hope were lost. Had He gone the way of the 
false prophets? Was His story to be that of Buddah and Moham
med, just dead and buried? In triumph He arose from the dead!
It is a different story that goes forth to the world! He is risen!
Hope is inspired for all those who have turned to Him for sal- . 
vatlon.

My friends, if this is all there is to life I am discouraged. I 
have turned the hill-top of life and, however long I may live, I 
am looking toward the sunset. I am not as strong as I was 
yesterday. God blessed me with great vigor and vision. I can 
endure and wear with the toiler of the field and my doctor tells 
me that I am fifteen years younger than my age. I have lived 
with great care, having never taken even a cup of tea or coffee 
in my life, but the clock strikes, the nightfall comes on, and day 
dawns with me nearer the grave. You will let me speak frankly,
I have prepared the home and« reasonable income for days when 
I may not be wanted in the ministry. Many fruiting trees are

planted there, the bees hum and the song birds, with all nature, 
make it a good place to rest and wait. What is it all worth if I 
grow old, friends die, I become lonesome and death ends it all?

But Christ is risen from the dead and I have eternity in my 
heart. The grave is conquered, my friends; in Christ I live and 

there is hope. There is a new meaning to life. 
For all the hardships, trials and sufferings there 
is the recompence of reward.

The Lord called Paul to preach this good 
news to a lost world. On the road to Damascus 
he had a great experience. Great preaching 
must always come from deep experience and 
conviction. His salvation was individual—per
sonal—and his conversion came from heaven. 
He conferred not with flesh and blood but went 
to his great mission-task as the Lord directed.

This freedom of mind and soul must be 
preserved if civilization is to survive and true 
religion is to go on. The battle is on in all the 
world. The enemy is strong and in great num
bers. Are we saved by personal faith in a per
sonal Christ, or are our souls to be left to the 
decree of kings and dictators? Luther, Calvin, 
Knox and Spurgeon spoke by the power of ex
perience.

Many years ago a member of a federal grand 
jury was converted. Many efforts had been 
made to reach him in his home town but failed. 
When he returned home he thought he would 
not tell it for a while, but his wife noticed it 
in his face and voice. He could not keep 
because he was a new creature in Christ, 
things had passed away. He joined Job in s 
ing, “I know that my redeemer liveth”: a 
Paul in saying, “I know whom I have believed.”

In all the world wherever men have found God, a new influence 
has started. In the Atlanta Baptist World Congress voices were 
heard from strange lands where the New Testament had gone and 
Christ had saved. The voice of experience cannot and must not 
be silenced.
P A U L ’S SOUL WAS MOVED by a great cause. He knew that 

the unbeliever was without God and hope in the world. He said, 
“Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” Little sub
jects do not make great preachers. Everything that is dear to 
man is bound up in the Gospel-life, hope, immortality, heaven. 
When God changes a man, the man changes his environment.

A drunkard went home one day with his week’s pay and gave 
it all to his wife and picked up his little daughter in his arms and 
kissed her and told her he loved her and that she would get a dress 
and shoes now. She slipped away from him as soon as she could 
because she was afraid of him and as she pulled at mother’s dress 
she asked, in a low voice, “Mamma, has God made Daddy over?"

The preacher has the greatest cause to advocate that has ever 
moved the soul of man. Men have been moved to persuasive 
eloquence by temperance, education, and freedom. The Gospel 
is a greater cause than all of them. It calls for the use of all of 
our gifts, develops our strength, inspires our soul and vitalizes 
our ministry. Indeed “Woe is me, if I preach not the Gospel.”

The Lordship of Jesus was impressed upon the soul of Paul. 
He must obey. He was bought with a price, even the precious 
blood of the Lamb. He believed in the wisdom of God, and that 
divine purpose was equal to all the needs of the world for all 
time to come. Nothing would be new to God.

We are in a day of union movements where there is compro
mise and where it seems more important to be in the same house 
than to do the will of God. The notion is that the movement 
which will please heaven is the salvation of the Jews, the Pope 
to do the apostolic and Baptlstic preaching of Peter. To him 
give all the prophets witness that “whosoever believeth in Him 
shall receive the remission of sins” and “Doth any man forbid 
water that these should not be baptized who have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we?" All saved people should do the Lord's 
will. In his will there is unity. Paul knew that because of his 
faithfulness there was “laid up a crown of righteousness which 
the righteous judge would give him at that day."

May the Lord bless us in the preaching of the Gospel.



J

baptist and Beflector
O. W. Taylor, Editor Joh n  D. Freeman, Executive Secretary

Don Norman, Field Repreaenuuive

B A I'T IS T  AMI) R E F L E C T O R  COM M ITTEE 
W. C. Creaaman, R . K elly  W hite. P. L. Ram sey, Joh n  A. Huff, C. W . Pope, 

C. O. Simpson

McCowat-Mercer Press, Inc., Jackson, Tenn.

Entered at Postofflce. Jackson , Tenn., as second-class m atter as a weekly, 
except during Christmns week, under the act of March 3, 1879.

Editorial and General Office. 149 S ixth  Avenue. North, Nashville, Tenn.
Terms of Subscription—Single subscriptions payable In advance, one 

year 32.00. six months 31.00. Club rates and plans sent on request.
Obituaries and Obituary Resolutions— The first 100 words free ; all othet 

words one cent each. O ther resolutions 1 cent each for all words.
Advertisements— R ales upon request. Announcements of open dates by 

evangelists and singers, and others, fifty cents per insertion.
Advertising Representatives—Jaco b s L ist, Inc., Clinton, S. C.

374). Subsequent to 1883, there were several wars in Europe and 
elsewhere and then, thirty-one years later, in 1914, the World 
War broke out. Since that “war to end wars,” there have been 
some eighteen other wars and now another war in Europe is in 
progress. Of the World War several brethren prophesied that it 
would be the lost prior to Armageddon and the second coming 
of the Lord. Somebody is evidently in error somewhere.

If it be contended that the World War ended in name only and 
that it is continued in the present war, there is much to be said 
for this in several respects. But if so, it would seem that the 
brethren ought to be more explanatory nnd less positive in some 
of their statements. For aught man knows, 1914 may have set 
in motion the actually final circumstances which will culminate 
in "the end of the age." But who except God knows what par
ticular combination of observed world events forms the end- 
section of the chain?

E D I T O R I A L

“Be Thankful Unto Him, and Bless His Name”
The word “thank” comes from the same root os “think” and 

originally meant “a thought, a thinking.” In the deepest sense 
thankfulness is thtnkfulncss. The unthankful man is thought
lessly selfish.

We have multiplied reasons in America for being thankful. 
The country has been spared the ravages of war and pestilence. 
There is an abundance of food. Not all have had all that they 
needed even, but we have heard of no one who starved. All of 
us have had more than we deserved.

Despite certain influences encroaching upon or attempting to 
encroach upon the American way of life, we still have sweet 
liberty here. The Star-spangled Banner in triumph still waves 
o’er the land of the Free and the Home of the Brave.

The churches are open and the gospel is preached and in Christ 
Jesus believers still have “everlasting consolation through grace.” 
Those who have been called upon to pass through the waters 
have had the benediction of sustaining grace upon them.

Along with others of their brethren, Tennessee Baptists have 
been blessed abundantly in their service in the name of Christ. 
God has been good and will always be. “Be thankful unto him, 
and bless his name.”

When autumn voices whisper through the air 
And hungry breezes lick the frosted ground.
When chilly trees have shivered themselves bare,
And scattered Cast-ofI garments all around,
Then is the joyous season of the year 
When friendly faces fringe the fireplace,
And hearts aglow with thankfulness and cheer 
Sing praise to God for all His wondrous grace.

—Dorothy A. Wheeler, in War Cry, quoted in Religious Digest.

Wars and Rumors of War
Current world events remind one of the Lord’s prediction in 

Matt. 24 in reference to the age and its end and His second com
ing. He said: “And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. 
. . . .  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom........... ” But He also said, “the end is not yet" and that
“These things are the beginning of sorrows.”

Including the war in China, there have been 902 wars in 2,500 
years of world history, and now a war in Europe in addition is 
raging. The most of these have, of course, occurred in the little 
more than 1,900 years since Christ. We think Jesus meant that 
this dispensation would be particularly characterized by such 
things and that these would increase in scope and intensity as 
the end drew near.

But who can now select from the total mass of world events 
thus far manifested a particular combination and affirm that that 
combination presages “the near approach of the end” as measured 
by human chronology? Since “All these are the beginning of 
sorrows,” who can now say what “wars and rumors of wars” and 
“famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places” are 
the last before the greatest sorrows and the coming of the Lord?

In his Seven Dispensations, copyrighted in 1883, Dr. J . iR. 
Graves said in reference to the end-time and in reference to a 
European war then believed to be imminent: “A general war is 
expected and inevitable by every Cabinet of Europe, and then—
the End........... This war, the last, may burst forth any day, and,
once commenced, will not close until the armies engaged are de
stroyed by the manifest judgment of Christ at his coming.” (P.

Without reservation we "believe all that the prophets have 
spoken,” even the prophecies we do not understand, which are 
many. To our way of thinking, “the signs of the times” point 
to the approach of the end. But we have only a finite inter
pretative ability. Remembering that “one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day,” we cannot 
positively affirm what set of circumstances in world history in
dicates that the end is both prophetically and chronologically “at 
our very doors.” If there are those who can and who know 
whereof they speak, we covet their ability.

We believe, however, that the end and the second coming are 
nearer than most people think. And our conviction is that when 
the indicative events burst forth in world history, God’s Bible- 
searching people will be enabled to know it sufficiently not to 
be taken unawares and they will not have to speculate about it. 
But until this fuller knowledge comes, all of us need to be very 
cautious about formulating a scheme of the end of the age based 
on world events as we observe them and then asserting that 
beyond peradventure it is God’s revelation. Maybe we cannot 
see deep enough and far enough.

In the meantime, let God’s people be watchful and busy in the 
service of Christ, heeding the injunction: “Be ye also ready:
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”

Decatur, Calvary and Ten Mile Churches
Sunday, November 19, the editor spent the day with Pastor J. 

Burch Cooper, of Decatur, and his churches. At the morning 
hour we were at Decatur, in the afternoon at Calvary in Meigs 
County and at night at Ten Mile in Rhea County. We shall long 
remember the earnest attention given us at each place. For 
dinner and supper the pastor and family and the editor had the 
pleasure of being in the home of that faithful layman and his 
wife, Bro. and Mrs. W. S. Bates, of the Calvary Church. Bro. 
Cooper, a graduate of Carson-Newman College and a Seminary 
man, feels called to devote his life to rural and small-town 
churches. Mrs. Cooper is a faithful helpmate. She directs the 
Training Union at Decatur. The work in these churches is mak
ing a steady advance under Bro. Cooper’s leadership. For the 
fellowship with these servants of Christ and for the courtesies 
shown us. we express our deep appreciation.

The Denominational Paper
J. E. Dillard

Yes, sir! I read our Baptist papers. I have been doing it for 
half a century. They have always been better and more reliable 
than the secular papers. They are better today than ever and 
more indispensable. Our denominational papers are better print
ed, on better paper, with better illustrations, better selected news 
items, better articles, better editorials, and cost less than the 
average secular paper. And you don’t have to apologize for tak
ing them.
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A Great Convention of Baptists Has Met
By John D. Freeman, Executive Secretary

GREAT IN NUMBERS, noble in spirit and purpose, enthusi
astic in action, unified in fellowship and plans, the annual 
session of the Baptist Convention of Tennessee for 1939 was 

one of the best sessions ever held. From the opening session, 
when the great auditorium of First Baptist Church was crowded, 
until the final benediction, when more than 300 were present, the 
sessions of the Convention were marked by deep interest, serious 
thought and much prayer.

Matters of great moment to Tennessee Baptists were considered 
by the body. Unusual stress was placed upon our major business, 
that of Evangelism. More time than ever before in recent years 
was given to our Baptist institutions of learning. One of the best 
places in the crowded program was given over to discussion of 
the Ministers’ Retirement Plan. The reports of the various de
partments of State Missions were heard with gladness and pride 
because of the evidences they gave of growth everywhere in the 
state. Churches never before sending messengers to the Con
vention were represented. In fact, it would be impossible to give 
with words a true conception of the really great gathering of 
Baptists from every corner of the state.

Evangelism Emphasized
D  EPORTS ALREADY IN from the churches of the state indi- 

cate that the year ending October 31, 1939 was one of great 
stress upon soul-winning, with the result that large numbers of 
members were received by the churches for baptism. Many of 
the messages delivered during the Convention were made 
dynamic by being given an evangelistic turn. The writer was 
especially pleased with the response to his message on “Evangel
ism in Tennessee, Our Opportunity” and was honored by having 
the Convention instruct that it be printed in tract form for general 
distribution. (This tract will be off the press in a few days.)

Plans were adopted whereby the evangelistic work promoted 
during 1940 will include the effort to go to every church house 
and to every community where there is no church, with a pro
tracted revival meeting to the end that we may reach hosts of 
lost souls who never come to our regular church services. There 
was also approved the effort to enlist in every church one or 
more groups of personal workers who will organize themselves 
into “Prayer Bands,” these to hold meetings for prayer and con
secration and to go to individuals and groups in the homes, there 
to present to them the message of salvation and to bring them to 
surrender their lives to the Lord.

The year 1940 should by all means be the greatest year in 
Tennessee Baptist History from the standpoint of souls won and 
Christians utilized in soul-winning. The Gospel has not lost 
its power over sin, as was clearly revealed in the powerful and 
gripping message by Pastor C. E. Autrey of Union- City. There 
is great need that the members of the churches take the warfare 
against sin out where the lost are and give up the false idea that 
their business is to open the houses of worship and wait for the 
lost to come there to hear the Gospel.

A third emphasis given along this line during the Convention 
was the need for, and the glorious results growing out of, the 
establishment of mission stations by the larger churches. Thrill
ing indeed are the stories of good done by, and the joy that comes 
to, some churches now doing this type work.

Reports Encouraging
'T ’HE REPORTS from our agencies were encouraging and in- 

spiring. Our colleges and the Academy are filled with happy 
students. The tragic cry from every one of them is for funds 
with which to enable worthy students, now too poor to pay their 
expenses, to attend these schools. A great band of ministerial 
students is working in these schools, preparing for the fields so 
persistently calling for trained pastors.

Our receipts through the Co-operative Program were the largest 
since it was put fully into effect. The administrative, or over
head expense of the past year dropped to a little more than three 
and one-half cents out of each dollar handled. All expenses were 
met, trust funds were turned over to the Baptist Foundation, 
notes held against some churches were cancelled, yet we closed 
the year without a deficit. How good it is to go to a Convention 
and not be burdened with cries of distress because of debts!

Ministers' Retirement Plan Voted 
'T ’HE PLAN FOR PROVIDING PENSIONS for aged pastors and 

denominational workers was presented faithfully and thor
oughly. During the entire preceding year information about it 
had been circulated throughout the state by the Relief and An
nuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. Because they 
were involved in a peculiar way, the employees of the Executive 
Board took no part in the promotion of the plan, other than to 
answer such questions as were asked them. So far as the writer 
knows, not one employee of the Board ever used his influence in 
any way in order to influence the action of the Convention in 

(Continued on page 4)

.1 naod illustration o f the evangelistic seal permeating Tennessee Baptist churches is seen in the 
photograph below, with headline and text quoted verbatim from  the Knoxville Neies-Sentinel:

With Truck as His Pulpit, Dr. Brown Follows His Master’s Example

/  &
i

“ C o  out into the h igh w a ys ..............."

D r. Fred F . B roun , pastor o f  hirst Baptist 
Church, leaves his half-million-dollar church to 
preach on the crowded streets o f  the city.

A s  part o f  a Baptist county-wide revival, Dr. 
Brown stands on a truck on M arket Street and

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30. 1939

urges hundreds o f  hearers, some leaning from  
poolroom windows, to heed the Gospel.

Twenty-seven Baptist churches co-sponsor 
the services from  noon to 12 :50  p. m. on Market 
betiveen Clinch and Union Avenues. Like the

—Nrw^Hrnthid I'hotuffrmi'by by Bob llemltrMMi. 
one today, two other services are planned for  
tomorrow and Friday noon.

W hile each o f  the 27 congregations are hold
ing individual services each night and many 
each morning, all unite fo r  the noon-day service.
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Nashville Association Simultaneous 
Evangelistic Campaign

By Herbert Barclay Cross, Nashville, Tenn.
(Unavoidably Delayed in Publication)

D URING the two weeks beginning Sunday, Oct. 15, eighteen 
churches of the Nashville Association engaged in a simul
taneous evangelistic campaign. All the pastors report good 

meetings. The individual reports ore ns follows:
ASHLAND CITY—Rev. Noel Smith, pastor. Rev. Hall Smith 

was the preacher. No detailed report has been made, but a good 
meeting was held with a deepening of the spirituality of the 
church.

BELMONT—Dr. R. Kelly White, pastor. Dr. J . W. Kincheloe 
of the First Baptist Church, High Point, N. C., was the preacher. 
The singing was led by the church choir director, J . Wayne Barker. 
The preaching of Dr. Kincheloe was deeply spiritual and inspir
ing. The church was greatly revived. Nine were received for 
baptism and thirteen by letter.

CENTENNIAL—Rev. Eli Wright, pastor. Rev. Harold Gregory, 
the missionary of the Nashville Association, was the preacher. 
The meeting was a real revival. An outstanding incident of the 
meeting was the conversion of a father and mother. Two were 
received for baptism and one by letter.

DONELSON—Rev. Guard Green, pastor. Rev. L. S. Sedberry 
of the First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Tenn., was the 
preacher and H. E. Barnett of Nashville, Tenn., was the song 
leader. This was one of the very best meetings held in recent 
years. Nineteen were received for baptism and five by letter.

EASTLAND—Dr. E. B. Crain, pastor. Dr. J . Dean Crain of 
the Pendleton Street Church, Greenville, S. C., was the preacher 
and George W. Card, the church choir director, was the song 
leader. “Such a spirit," says the pastor, “has never been seen 
before from a revival.” At the Teachers’ meeting new life was 
manifested and plans for an aggressive forwarding of the Sunday 
school work were made. Members of the church have taken on 
new life and a number have offered to work in the Sunday school. 
This has helped to solve one of the church’s greatest problems, 
that of securing workers. Twenty-eight were received for baptism 
and five by letter.

EDGEFIELD—Dr. W. Henderson Barton, pastor. Rev. Merrill 
Moore of the First Baptist Church, Newport, Tenn., was the 
preacher and Prof. Charles Bryan of Peabody College was the 
song leader. This meeting was attended by large crowds of 
people. The music for the meeting was outstanding. The ser
mons were inspired and the church was greatly revived. Twenty- 
eight were received for baptism and six by letter. There were 
an additional eight who made profession, but who have not as 
yet been received for membership.

GRACE!—Dr. L. S. Ewtcn, pastor. Dr. Homer G. Lindsay of 
the Avondale Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., was the 
preacher. This was a most excellent meeting and the church 
was greatly revived. Twenty-nine were received for baptism 
and eight by letter.

GRANDVIEW—Rev. J .  R. Kyzar, pastor. The pastor did his 
own preaching and Harry Parkes of Nashville, Tenn., was the 
song leader. This meeting was largely attended and the church 
deeply stirred by their pastor’s preaching. Two were received 
for baptism.

IMMANUEL—Dr. Chas. Henderson, pastor. Dr. Frank Tripp 
of the First Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala., was the preacher 
and Luther Carter, the church choir director, was the song leader. 
The spirit and co-operation of the church members in the meet
ing was outstanding. The preaching was exceedingly inspirational 
and the church was revived. Five were received for baptism and 
twelve by letter.

INGLEWOOD—Rev. Rufus Beckett, pastor. Rev. H. D. Burns 
of the First Baptist Church, Franklin, Tenn., was the preacher 
and J .  L. Marshall of Madison, Tenn., was the song leader. The 
church was greatly “toned up” by the messages brought. Ten 
were received for baptism and four by letter.

JUDSON—Rev. H. B. Cross, pastor. Dr. B. A. Bowers of the 
First Baptist Church, Gastonia, N. C., was the preacher and John 
Carter, the church choir director, was the song leader. The 
revival deeply affected the church membership and it was greatly 
revived. Ten were received for baptism and fifteen by letter.

NORTH EDGEFIELD—Rev. O. F. Huckaba, pastor. Rev. Iru 
C. Cole of the Highland Heights Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn., 
was the preacher and Marcum Monsam of Nashville, Tenn., was 
the song leader. This was one of the most satisfactory meetings 
ever held with this church. Nineteen were received for baptism 
and four by letter.

NORTH END—Rev. L. H. Hatcher, pastor. Dr. R. E. Guy of 
the West Baptist Church, Jackson, Tenn., was the preacher and 
V . G. Shepherd of Nashville, Tenn., was the song leader. This 
was one of the greatest meetings ever held in this church. Twenty- 
six were received for baptism and four by letter.

OLD HICKORY—Rev. Ray Dean, pastor. Dr. C. F. Clark ot 
Nashville, Tenn., was the preacher and the singing was led by 
the pastor. The meeting greatly inspired the church and a spirit 
of revival was present throughout the entire meeting. Thirty- 
eight were received for baptism and twelve by letter.

RADNOR—Rev. L. G. Mosley, pastor. Rev. Robert Earls of 
Nashville, Tenn., was the preacher. The meeting stirred the 
church deeply. Three were received for baptism and three by 
letter.

SEVENTH—Rev. E. W. Barnett, pastor. Rev. C. H. Warren of 
the First Baptist Church, Lebanon, Tenn., was the preacher. The 
meeting was excellent and the church was greatly revived. Five 
were received for baptism and two by letter.

THIRD—Rev. Bunyan Smith, pastor. The pastor of the church 
did the preaching and the song service was led by his son, Fred 
Smith. The revival spirit was so great that many members of 
the church who had lost interest were brought back into, active 
service. Seven were received by letter and restoration.

LOCKLAND—Rev. Wm. McMurry, pastor. Dr. John D. Free
man, State Secretary of Missions, was the preacher and John 
Williams of Nashville, Tenn., was the song leader. The work of 
the church was greatly stimulated by the messages of Dr. Free
man, there were forty-five professions and thirty-two were re
ceived by letter.

The meetings awakened all the churches and deepened the 
spirituality of the members. There is every evidence that the 
revival spirit will continue hnd that there will be added to our 
church many others in the immediate future. The total number 
received during the meetings is four hundred and seven, two 
hundred and seventy-eight for baptism and one hundred and 
twenty-nine by letter.

A GREAT CONVENTION OF BAPTISTS HAS MET
(Continued from page 3) 

favor of adopting the plan.
The Convention adopted the plan almost unanimously when 

one of the largest groups of messengers present at any time during 
the meeting were on hand to vote. Brethren opposed to the plan 
were heard, and they presented their opposition in forceful and 
telling words. The consensus of opinion seemed to be, “Uncle 
Sam has decreed that every aged person in the land shall be 
provided with old age compensation of some kind or another. 
Our Convention now says to the National Government, ‘We will 
take care of the men and women who labor for us in our pulpits 
and on our mission fields, since we do not believe the Government 
has a right to tax our churches in order to render this service to 
these workers.’ ”

Before Us Tomorrow!
T> UT BEFORE US lies the unknown future. What does it hold?

None but a fanatic would dare offer a dogmatic prediction. 
If the Lord delays His coming, we know some things that will 
present themselves, because past records offer the proof. Among 
these Tennessee Baptists must consider the following:

1. Satan’s determined efforts to gain control of the world and 
to blot out the ministry of Jesus Christ and His churches. That 
is sure to be seen!

2. The growth of evil in our midst due to the licensed saloon, 
to the streams of vicious literature flooding the state, to the in
fluence of the movies, and to the unrestrained efforts of the 
gambling racketeers everywhere about us. With these things 
around us we know that wickedness must increase!

3. Growing disregard of the Lord’s Day. It must be faced. 
Every month the enemies of our religion, backed up by fanatical 
advocates of the ancient Jewish Sabbath observance, continue to 
break down all legislation intended to safeguard the physical 
well-being of man by providing a day of genuine rest from labor. 
At the same time the churches are confronted with the growing 
disregard by their members for the regular services on the Lord's 
Day, especially the evening services. We cannot evade this great 
danger.

4. Opposition from those who have been imbued with the 
teachings of Alexander Campbell to the point where they be
lieve that organized Christian work by the churches is evil. We 
made headway during the past year in enlisting churches, but 
we have not won the battle against disrupting influences, and 
demagogues who turn loose their tirades against our method of 
hastening the coming of the Kingdom of our Lord.

Let it be sounded from one end of the state to the other, from 
every Baptist pulpit and every departmental platform, that we 
must be about the Father’s business NOW! The fields are white 
unto harvest. Somebody is going to reap! If Tennessee Baptists 
want to gamer the sheaves for their Lord, they may do so, and 
they can do so, if only they forget little things and enter with 
holy zeal and divinely-guided plans into the undertaking.

We have closed a great year. We have held a gracious and 
glorious annual meeting! Already one month of the new year has 
passed. What we do during ,the remaining eleven months we 
must do quickly.
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First Baptist Church, Sevierville, Celebrates 150 Years’ History

Be g in n in g  Oct. 5 , 1939.
the Baptist Church of 
Sevierville celebrated 

150 years of its history. Be
cause of circumstances be
yond its control, Baptist and 
Reflector is, much to its re
gret, delayed in publishing 
an-^nccount of the celebra
tion.

All former pastors who 
arc now living were invited 
to be present, together with 
the widows of former de
ceased pastors. Living for
mer pastors and the order 
in which they served are as 
follows: S. M. McCarter,
JcflFerscn City; A. W. Mc
Daniel, Toledo, Ohio; Albert
S. Hale, Mt. Airy, N. C.; J .
H. Sharp, Ardmore, Tenn.; 
and J . Lacy Basham, Bristol,
Tenn. The ''-two living 
widows are: Mrs. J . F. Hale,
Morristown, and Mrs. R. E.
Corum, Jonesboro. I t  was r e v . h . j . b e a s l e y , p*ij

under the pastorate of Bro. Corum that the present building was 
begun, but he died before its completion. Speakers in the celebra
tion were: Albert S. Hale, J . Lacy Basham, S. M. McCarter and 
James T. Warren, President of Carson-Newman College. All the 
messages were of a very high type.

Following the celebration, the church held a revival in which 
the preaching was done by the pastor, H, J . Beasley, and in which 
the music was directed by E. R. Webster, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Loudon. The church membership was revived 
and there were 19 additions to the church, all for baptism.

At the celebration on Oct. 5, the historical committee gave its 
report, which, in slightly condensed form, is as follows:

First Baptist Church of Sevierville was organized by the Rev. 
Richard Wood, September 3, 1789, one hundred and fifty years 
ago. Richard Wood was bom in Virginia, in 1756, soldiered 
through the Revolutionary War, was converted under Baptist evan
gelists, and united with the Baptists at the age of nineteen, and 
came to Tennessee which was then a portion of the Territory 

■ South of the Ohio River, in 1785, and settled in the Providence 
community of what is now Sevier County.

Richard Wood was pastor of the church for forty-two years, 
during which time he had much to do with the establishment 
of churches throughout Sevier, Blount and Knox Counties. It 
was under his direction that the East Tennessee Association, now 
Knox County Association, was organized in 1803. He was mod
erator of this body for several years. With one of his converts, 
Elijah Rogers, he held a meeting in the City of Knoxville in the 
year 1825 and baptized the first convert in that city in Baptist 
faith. (Thus it is seen that the Baptist Church of Sevierville sent 
missionaries to Knoxville.)
A FTER SEVERAL YEARS, Spencer Clark, outstanding pioneer 

of this community, and who has many descendants still living 
in this county and town, (one being Mrs. Z. D. Massey, who is one 
of the oldest living members of this church) gave a tract of land 
on Main Street at the North 
end of the Park Road, where

erected, and used as a place of 
worship for many years and 
was “entirely demolished dur
ing the War” according to the 
first record made in 1876, in 
which records we find that 
there were no meetings held 
for the transaction of business 
of the church from 1&31 to 
April 5, 1876, when the church 
met in the Courthouse for the 
purpose of setting about to 
build a house in which to 
worship.

Quoting from the original 
record we find: “The follow
ing order was adopted: Elder
Joseph Manning, Modr., and 
Elder W. M. Burnett, Clerk.
The names of the original 
members (at this meeting)

were as follows: George Henderson, Eliza Henderson, Hul-
dah McMahan, and Elizabeth Blair. A call was made for letters 
from members of sister churches, (many of the members had 
been “lettered off”) and received, Robert Henderson, Cora Hen
derson, Pleasant Stafford, Jerusha G. Graham, C. H. Thomas, 
Eliza Thomas, William Smith, Huldah Houk, Maroucha V. Mc
Mahan, Nancy Chambers and Sarah Henderson. Elected B. C. 
H. Thomas. Clerk, and elected and set apart for the ordination 
to the office of Deacon Bro. P. Stafford and Robert Henderson, 
who were ordained .the fourth Saturday of May, 1876.
'T'HIS SMALL GROUP of men and women set about to build an- 
*  other church. During the time they used and held their serv
ices in Nancy Academy, and the Congregation of the Southern 
Methodist Church offered (and the offer was accepted) their church 
to them in which to worship until the completion of the sub
stantial frame structure, which served not oniy as the home 
of the Baptists but was used for all large gatherings including 
the Normals, held for public school teachers of this county as 
late as 1889. tludge A. M. Paine- states: "I attended the Nor
mal in July, 1889, more than fifty years ago, and took the 
examinations given to teachers in this building.” This build
ing served for forty-eight years. The first sexton was W. H. 
Hardin and wras paid $5.00 a year for his services.

Following the Rev. W. M. Burnett, who served as first pastor 
after reorganization, the church called Rev. John (Uncle Jack) 
Russell as pastor 1881, for one year at a salary of $120.00 per 
year and he was called each year for the following three years. 
With a membership of thirty-three an organ was purchased at 
the cost of $107.15 and the first Board of Trustees was elected, 
P. Stafford, C. M. Hardin, Robert Henderson, C. H. Blair and 
Jesse Atchley.

Rev. P. B. McCarroll, (Salary $120.00) served the church 
from 1884 until his death, August 7, 1887, and it was during 
his pastorate that the Sevier County Baptist Association was 
organized in this church.

Then followed: Revs. J . S. Maples, D. M. Manley, H. C. Ham- 
stead, W. S. Bryan, H. B. Clapp, and J . F. Hale (who served as 
pastor for sixteen years), W. A. Catlett, S. M. McCarter, A. W. 
McDaniel and R. E. Corum, under whose pastorate and guid
ance the church decided August 4, 1921, to move forward in 
a new building program and the following stands on record: 
“On motion, duly voted at a regular session of the Sevierville 
Baptist Church, the Moderator, R. E. Corum, was authorized to 
appoint a committee on church building with full power and 
authority to buy, sell and dispose of property, in the name of 
the said church, to collect and disburse money in any way 
connected with said church property, to select and locate site 
for said new church and all other matters pertaining to the 
erection of a new church building.

“The moderator thereupon appointed the following commit
tee, to-wit: G. F. Ownby, S. L. Atchley, E. E- Conner, S. A. 
Blalock, H. D. Bailey, T. J .  Stafford and J . S. Ballard, and 
thereupon the committee met and organized as follows: H. D.
Bailey, chairman, J . S. Ballard, secretary-treasurer.

“After various discussions on plans, etc., the committee ad
journed subject to call of the chairman.”

October 22, 1921, a lot, Rector Property, adjoining the par
sonage, was bought at a price of $3,000.
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Who’s Who Among Tenn. Baptists
Rev. Willis R. Allen was 

born in Hancock County,
Tennessee, April 3, 1898.
Attended the rural school 
of the county and graduated 
from Hancock County High 
School at Sneedville in 1916.
Has never attended a theo
logical school or seminary, 
notwithstanding this fact 
has, since becoming a Chris- 
tion in 1909, spent years in 
Bible study and teaching.

Has spent the last twelve 
years in Rocky Point Church 
serving as deacon, treasurer, 
chorister, Training Union 
Director and teacher. July 
10, 1938, he was ordained 
for the ministry. During 
this period has done Train
ing Union work in Nola- 
chucky Association and over 
Tennessee. Served two years 
as .Vice-President Tennessee 
Baptist Training Union Con
vention.

Pastorates have been Pleasant View and Pleasant Ridge. Pres
ent pastorates, Whitesburg and Brown Springs. The Lord is won
derfully blessing the work in these churches; have had 50 addi
tions since April.

In 1922 married Miss Minnie Belle Bryant, who is a great 
help in the Missionary and Training Union work. They have 
one son, J ,  D., 15 years of age, who has been active in church 
work since his conversion at 8 years of age.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SEVIERVILLE, CELEBRATES 
150 YEARS’ HISTORY 

(Continued from page 5)
March 15, 1924, the building committee decided to begin and 

launch a campaign to raise $15,000, the committee having de
cided to at once begin the work of the building of the new 
church.

Contract was let August 11, 1924, for brick work to J . F. & 
N. McMahan, and the wood work of said building was given by 
A. J .  King, August 23, 1924.
'T ’HE DEATH OF REV. CORUM in 1925 was a great loss to us, 

and for some months the church was without a pastor. Fol
lowing this, Rev. Albert Hale was elected as pastor and the build
ing was completed and occupied in 1926.

Other ministers who have ably served the church as pastors 
since that time have been: J. H. Sharp, L. W. Clark, J . Lacy
Basham and our present pastor, H. J . Beasley.

Richard Wood, the founder of this church, is buried in 
Providence Cemetery. Spencer Clack was buried in the ceme
tery down on Main Street.

Outstanding laymen of other days were: Joe Leake, John 
Chandler, W. A. Bowers, Me. D. Brown, J .  S. Ballard, Dr. Z. D. 
Massey, Pink Maples and many others.

Here we stand today with a history of 150 years. From a 
log house to this magnificent building. God has blessed this 
church. It was built cn rock. The future of this church rests 
on what we do. We must keep “The Faith.” We must leave 
behind us “Footprints on the sands of Time.”

Recommendations Regarding 
Non-Resident Members

Chat. F. Leek, Montgomery, Ala., Chairman, Southern Baptist 
Convention Committee on the Non-Rcsidcnt Member Problem.

Without a dissenting voice or a single question, the Southern 
Baptist Convention, in its Oklahoma City meeting last May, 
adopted the initial report of its Committee on the Non-Resident 
Member Problem and also accepted six recommendations that 
are obvious steps toward the positive and constructive solution 
of this vexing question. In the spirit, as well •as according to the 
letter of this advisory action, we are herein inviting Southern 
Baptists in every State to give diligent study to this matter. (Read 
the Committee’s illuminating report in the Convention's Minutes.) 
With thirty-five per cent of our members residing too far from 
the churches where they claim membership to function as such, 
we have a serious problem that hurts all our work.

The recommendations adopted at Oklahoma City, which we 
hope you will read, are as follows:

First, that the Southern Baptist Convention go on record as 
recognizing the seriousness of this existing non-resident church 
member problem, ns agreeing that this problem can be solved by 
the grace of God through united voluntary co-operation, and that 
as a Convention we pledge our best efforts to its positive solution.

Second, that the Southern Baptist Convention fosier among 
Southern Baptists a careful re-study of the Scripture on the 
meaning of membership in a local church, with special interest 
in the question as to whether one can continue a member of a 
local church in the New Testament sense, from which the said 
member is too far removed in residence to be personally present 
and participating.

Third, that the Southern Baptist Convention, within the limits 
of its advisory capacity, seek to work out with the State Con
ventions and the churches a uniform plan for the transfer of 
members from one church to another, both ns to their actual 
membership and as to the undelayed transfer of their membership 
•records.

Fourth, that the Southern Baptist Convention, through its 
agencies, boards, and auxiliaries, take whatever steps are neces
sary and possible, to add to or incorporate in its educational and 
training program literature, such treatments of this non-resident 
member problem as may train our leaders to lead in its solution 
and as may stimulate within the hearts of the rank and file of 
our people a conscience against personally becoming non-resident 
church members.

Fifth, that the Southern Baptist Convention take steps to have 
produced an acceptable and authorized literature on this subject 
in such form and price range that it may be made available for 
general distribution among our people.

And, sixth, that the Southern Baptist Convention continue this 
as a distinctive movement under a special Southwide Committee 
and that it be given a place on the Convention’s annual program, 
looking forward to the time when it may become an effective 
department or phase of the work of one or more of our already 
established promotional agencies.

The InterrieuoiniBatioiial Interseminary 
Movement

By IV. IV. Hamilton, New Orleans, La.
Friends of our Southern Baptist Theological institutions cannot 

know how many attempts are made to enlist us in movements 
and organizations for church union. Among these is the Inter
seminary Movement, or the Student Volunteer Movement. The 
October issue of “The Interseminarian,” in reporting the recent 
Amsterdam meeting, called “together by the slogan CHRISTUS 
VICTOR and by the vision of a re-united church,” makes clear 
that one of the main purposes is “To continue active ecumenical 
work." One statement is, “And we are also convinced that upon 
that foundation (i. e., “fellowship and good faith between Chris
tians of various nations”) a strong ecumenical Christian Church 
may be safely constructed.” The Amsterdam conference “was a 
demonstration of the degree of Christian unity already attained."

Another statement was, “When on Sunday the central act of 
Christian worship, the Holy Eucharist, was performed, it was 
necessary fbr the delegates to gather around four tables to receive 
the Sacrament instead of all receiving at the same celebration. 
. . . .  Many I fear were disappointed because the Conference did 
not take steps toward immediate reunion.”

In stating the purposes of the movement it is asserted that 
"Denominational Sovereignty like national sovereignty is the anti
thesis of the universality of Christian love.” In explaining "The 
Christian World in Conflict” it is stated that we need not be 
surprised at this, "for even though we are all sons of God, we 
have after all, come from low pre-human beginnings and have 
within us the left-overs of an animal heritage to be fought against 
and overcome.”

One result of the conference is quoted. “In thus demonstrat
ing to the delegates at Amsterdam both the possibilities and the 
difficulties that lie before us as we seek reunion of the Body of 
Christ, as a truly Catholic church which con administer the sac
raments to all Christians and answer with a single voice the 
challenge of the City of this world, the First World Congress of 
Christian Youth carried to the hearts of the youth of the churches 
a fire which has long burned in the hearts of some of our elders.” 

It becomes increasingly clear that Southern Baptists and their 
Institutions need to keep humbly and loyally and earnestly on 
their way. It will require faith and courage to press on toward 
their goal. We must continue to insist upon loyalty to the Bible, 
to Jesus Christ as God’s Son and our Saviour, to salvation by 
grace and not by sacraments, to the ordinances as symbols, to the 
baptism of believers, to the sovereignty of the churches, to a real 
unity of the saved rather than a mechanically imposed union, and 
to the giving of the message of the gospel to every creature in 
all the world.
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A Digest of Religious Thought
By C. IV. Pope, Contributing Editor, Jefferson City, Tenn.

THEY FEAR CHRISTIANITY 
Knoxville News-Sentinel

From the first the Russian and German dictatorships have 
sought to extirpate Christianity. The Communists have offered 
atheism as a substitute, and their Nazi comrades have offered 
paganism. We are not surprised that the new Japanese dictator
ship is likely to move against Christianity because it has taken such 
deep root there, and because General and Mrs. Chiang Kai Shek 
are such ardent Christians. There is an increasingly hostile at
titude toward Christianity in China on the part of the Japanese 
because it stiffens Chinese initiative and self-reliance. Japanese 
are seeking to revive in Chinese their ancient belief.

Just why Chrisianity should be recognized by the military 
dictatorships is no mystery. Christianity teaches the infinite and 
eternal worth of the humblest and most handicapped person. 
That belief led an English Livingstone to live in the fevered 
jungles of Africa that he might help the natives. It caused a 
Kagawa of Japan to live in the foul slums, a German Neimoller 
to suffer imprisonment in a concentration camp, and a Washington 
of America to forego monarchial powers. Christianity is some
times the source, and is always the inspiration of democracy. In 
Christianity the state serves man, not man the state. In this 
hour of need the religion of the uncompromising and courageous 
Man of Galilee is not at its end, but at a new beginning.

(This editorial from the News-Sentinel seems to clearly indicate 
the causes which lie at the base of the present world struggle. 
Not only do the dictators “fear Christianity,” above everything 
else, they hate Christianity. Its principles are the chief obstacles 
to the realization of their aims. Before the battle of Armageddon 
John saw three unclean spirits, like frogs, come out of the mouth 
of the beast (human government) and the dragon (the devil) 
and the false prophet (false religion). These spirits went forth 
to gather the rulers and peoples of the earth together for the war 
of Armageddon. C. W. P.)

NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS 
Christian Index

Without a dissenting voice, the Southern Baptist Convention 
adopted a report on non-resident church members embodying 
certain recommendations looking toward the solution of this major 
problem of Southern Baptists. The Convention recognized the 
seriousness of this situation and pledged itself to study the Scrip
tures on the meaning of church membership in a local church— 
that it would seek to work out, in an advisory capacity with state 
conventions and churches, some uniform plan for the transfer of 
members from one church to another with their membership 
records, and that suitable literature be produced for the training 
and teaching of church members in the obligations and respon
sibilities of church membership. This project is to be continued 
as a distinctive movement among Southern Baptists until a so
lution has been found.

(Without doubt, this is one of the hardest problems of church 
administration. Statistics show that a large number of people 
received into church fellowship drift back into the world and 
are completely lost to the churches. Another group is composed 
of members who “move away” leaving their church membership 
behind them until all trace of them is lost and their names are 
finally Stricken from the rolls. Yet another group ask for letters 
of recommendation, the letters are granted and placed in the 
hands of the members, who never place them with any other 
church. It is our personal conviction that letters of recommenda
tion should never be given to individuals, but sent directly to 
the churches which thy wish to join. There is still another group 
who live within the geographical bounds of the church of which 
they are members, but they seldom, if ever, attend its services 
and maintain no vital relationship to the church. A new con
science on the importance of church membership, the qualifica
tions for eligibility, obligations of church membership, and the 
transfer to other churches, is a vital need of Southern Baptists. 
C. W. P.)

LET CHRISTIANITY BECOME REAL 
Eugene Olive 

Biblical Recorder
Now, as always, the world would rather see a sermon than 

hear one. The world waits wistfully for a demonstration of 
Christianity in the lives of men. A Protestant spoke with levity 
to a Catholic about the Real Presence of Christ in the communion; 
and the Catholic replied, “What you Protestants have in your 
supper is the Real Absence.” God must become real to men 
again. The world will not worship an abstraction. In Christ 
God is near and tender and personal. Let Christianity extricate 
herself from all entanglements and customs and forms and com

(Neither the editor nor contributiny editor necessarily concurs i

plicated machinery that God may become real and personal in 
human life.

The worship of God must be restored to its proper pre-emi-' 
nence. In the Middle Ages when civilization was threatened the 
monks and nuns pledged themselves to the task of saving it. 
Hospitals, hospices, orphanages and schools grew up and monas- 
ticism in the sixth to thirteenth centuries saved to civilization 
most of its now cherished possessions. It was monasticism that 
rescued the church when sinking, freed her when secularized, 
and defended her when attacked.

When God and worship are restored to their proper places 
Christianity must shake herself loose from her unholy alliances. 
The major evils of our times are due to the failure and neglect 
of Christianity to follow Christ seriously. Christianity must 
practice as well as preach the way of love. Gulfs made wide by 
differing economic status, varying intellectual levels, racial anti
pathies, national animosities must be bridged by Christlike love 
and brotherliness. Let Christianity become Christian. Believe 
and be saved is the message of the Gospel to the individual, but 
it can be oversimplified. Christian faith includes also intelligent 
thought about life, the mission, the message, the sacrifice and the 
spirit of Christ.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CLERGY IN TIME OF WAR 
British Weekly

There is a superficial division of the clergy into two groups, 
namely the pacifists and the non-pacifists The pacifists are sup
posed to oppose war and the non-pacifists to defend it. It is an 
unfair appraisal of attitudes. Many non-pacifists, such as Rein
hold Niebuhr, hold that a responsible relationship to the nation 
precludes a disavowal of all violence. But they also hold that 
it is incumbent upon the clergy to criticize the aims of any war 
in which they are directly or indirectly involved. The contemp
tuous disregard of Hitler and Stalin for the Christian standards 
h^s naturally jhrown the sympathy of Christian churches through
out the world on the side of Great Britain and France; but the 
Christian minister must inquire as to the motives for opposition 
to Hitler and Stalin.

In time of war the clergyman must be an interpreter of events 
unto his people. He must interpret revealed religion, not only 
to the individual, but also to the community and the nation. It 
is a part of his prophetic office to interpret the events of his day 
in the light of the teachings of the Scriptures. But I would ap
peal to preachers to use their common sense in the exercise of the 
prophetic ministry. By way of caution, it should be said, that in 
time of war a minister should do his utmost to protect liberty of 
thought and conscience.

CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?
Your Faith

The catastrophe dreaded by all good men is upon us. A Chris
tian faces a difficult situation. As members of nations which 
demand patriotism, and as members of churches which preach 
peace we are forced to face the question, “Can a Christian Go to 
War?” Any church is composed of varied peoples, many of 
whom, holding opposing views are equally sincere. What, then, 
is the Christian attitude toward participation in war? There are 
three attitudes and a Christian may take either of these and 
still be a Christian. First, one may take the pacifist position. 
The Quakers hold that war is so great an evil that it is spiritually 
outlawed as a method. I respect that stand even though I cannot 
share it. Second, cne can join a war to protect the weak, or 
relieve the oppressed and afflicted. And third, one can join a war 
against a common aggressor for the purpose of the common se
curity of all. There is freedom within the Christian faith for 
all three points of view, and many sincere men take each. What
ever our choice may be it is never a choice between something 
wholly good and something entirely bad. It is a choice between 
two dreadful evils. The individual seldom faces a clean cut 
situation—black versus white, evil versus good.

But whatever the individual choice may be the church must 
forever remain an independent teacher, helper, friend, and critic 
of all society, including the state. The church’s primary task is 
to preach the Gospel and live in the spirit of Christ—not to foster 
hatred or prejudice. As mature men and women we cannot refuse 
our responsibilities to the nation. We cannot take the privileges 
of citizenship and refuse its obligations.

(The words of Jesus are our best guide here, “Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that 
are God’s.” A Christian citizen has obligations to both God and 
the state—they should not clash, but when they do a Christian 
has no choice but to follow the will of God. C. W. P.)
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I p a r t i o n a  ® n  N n u s
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 10, 1939

By O. L. Rives, Pastor First Baptist Church, Tullahoma, Tain.

Lesson Text: Matthew 11:16-30.
Golden Text: "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 

and I trill give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 
I am meek and lately in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."—Matthew 11:28-30.

An aged and experienced minister was heard to say one time, 
“I try to get a definite commitment from those to whom I preach 
each time. I always remember that I am a lawyer pleading my 
case before the ju^ge or jury and that I am seeking either a con
viction or a dismissal (he had been trained as a lawyer earlier in 
life).” Ih e  teacher knows what is involved in the statement 
about teaching, “No impression without expression.” In other 
days much was written about the stimulus-response bond in 
learning processes. Whether it is teaching or preaching, the ex
pression or reaction is a part of the thing itself. A truth or fact 
is not possessed until it can at least in part be given out by the 
hearer or learner.

This lesson illustrates four types of hearers or learners of the 
Good News. In it we observe four kinds of reactions, two of them 
desirable and two of them undesirable. We see, also, four forms 
of approach or description made by Jesus as He sets these four 
types before us. These fifteen verges of the lesson text easily 
divide themselves into four paragraphs, each paragraph picturing 
the four reactions.
I. The Critic Who I’outs: A Comment, (verses 10-19)

This kind of reaction is the most undesirable of any mentioned 
in the lessen text. Back of it is the self-righteous attitude. This 
type is the tjpe who always looks for faults. In the case of Jesus, 
while He was upon the earth, some found fault with His Fore
runner, John, because he was too ascetic and with Jesus because 
He was too sociable. Jesus compared such persons with children 
who while at play get “peeved” and pout and even refuse to play 
at all so long as they cannot have their way. The children 
wouldn’t play at getting married nor would they play at having 
a funeral. They were just plain stubborn. They sulked and 
would not enter the games.

Jesus observed this tendency and commented upon it. The 
critic, the fault-finder, is yet among us as he was while Jesus 
walked the earth. "The Gospel is too easy,” say some; “no, it is 
too hard,” say others. The way to be saved is too profound for 
one group of critics while it is too simple for another group. 
Many are kept out of the Kingdom by their own self-righteous 
attitude. Many allow their spirit of fault-finding to shut them 
away even from the Gospel and the Lord of the Gospel. To all 
such Jesus says, “Come and see.” Any person who lays aside 
his prejudices and comes to Christ with an open mind will never 
be disappointed.
II. The Indifferent Who Ignores: An Upbraiding, (verses 20-24)

This represents those who have had unusual advantages so far
as the Gospel is concerned and yet turn aside from its appeal in 
utter indifference. Upon such the Lord pronounces woes and 
condemnations. People who live within a stone's throw of a 
church that preaches the Gospel in all of its purity, for instance, 
and who at the same time go on about their ways ignoring its 
message, never darkening its doors and refusing to attend its 
services; these have God’s stem judgment awaiting them. Persons 
who live in a land of open Bibles where freedom in religion is 
a guarantee of the Constitution, and yet never know Christ as 
Saviour and Lord, will some day hear such reproach as Jesus 
uttered against Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum. It is a fear
ful thing to have Kingdom opportunities -and not make use of 
them. It is a tragic outcome to ignore what Jesus offers.

This is one of the parent sins of the American people at present. 
It may be also in some other sections of the earth. But here in 
this land of liberty and opportunity, in religion as in so many 
other phases of life, so many go on in utter indifference to the 
Gospel. In their complete absorption of the secular they are 
completely ignoring the sacred. They seem to have forgotten, 
or overlooked, that “man shall not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceeds^eut of the mouth of God.” By such an 
attitude they not only shut themselves away from the highest and 
best here and now but also bar themselves from the assurance 
of the highest and best in Heaven and hereafter.

Some one has remarked that the tragedy of tragedies is to have 
lived upon this earth and missed the purpose of such living. Can 
anything be more pitiful? Are not those who are doing that 
deserving of our sympathy and understanding, as well as our 
efforts in leading them to a knowledge of the Gospel and to an 
acceptance of Christ? This second type of hearer of the Good

News is upon a somewhat higher level than is the first one men
tioned above, but he is not high enough.
III. The Humble Who Receives: A Prayer, (verses 25-27)

Jesus, in His genuine appreciation for this third type of hearer,
pours out His heart in prayer of thanksgiving to the Father. And 
well He might. The reaction that shows reception gladdens His 
heart. Upon a purely human level, what teacher does not ex
perience a genuine thrill when the truth he has been presenting 
has really been received by his pupil? When this is seen there 
comes “meat to eat that ye know not of.” So when the Master 
Teacher saw His pupil receive not only a great truth but also a 
Great Saviour and a Great Life there was gratitude that made 
its way to His Father in prayer. It was for this that Jesus came. 
His purpose was being realized. No wonder, then, that He turned 
His face heavenward in thanksgiving.

Humility, open-mindedness, a willingness to be taught, out of 
these three much can be accomplished by the diligent and skill
ful teacher. Heart-hunger, a sense of guilt and sin, reverence, 
out of these the God-called and Spirit-led preacher can work 
much. Let us thank God when we find them. Let us pray for 
the Holy Spirit to create them when they are absent.

Christianity is a religion of revelation. This thought is promi
nent in these verses (“hast revealed them unto babes”), "Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not REVEALED 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 16:18). 
Incidentally, if this writer may be pardoned in this connection, 
it is this REVELATION that is the rock referred to by Jesus in 
this passage as the foundation upon which He proposes to build 
His church. Upon this incidental interpretation many will not 
agree but all will agree that ithe religion of Jesus is a religion 
based upon revelation that comes from the Father in heaven.

It is important that this matter of revelation be emphasized in 
all of our thoughts about Christ and Christianity. Our religion 
is unique in this respect. Other religions may make such a claim’ 
but the claim cannot be substantiated by either the facts or the 
fruits. Christianity can be substantiated by both. Humanism, 
in all of its forms, not only does not make such a claim but even 
dares to sneer at Christianity for its claim in this regard. The 
followers of Jesus base their claim upon the statements made by 
Jesus, two of them in the text of this lesson.
IV. The Disciple Who Learns: An Invitation, (verses 28-30)

The Jewish term for going to school was, in those days, “taking
the yoke.” “Come to my school,” said Jesus. And how all of 
us need to go to His school! And how all of us can go to His 
school! God pity the follower of Jesus who has no desire to learn 
of Him! This kind of reaction is of the highest. After one reacts 
to the Good News as suggested in part three, above, then that one 
should continuously react according to the invitation made by thd 
Lord in the words of this paragraph, which constitutes the Golden 
Text of this lesson.

“Come to my school,” says Jesus today. “Other teachers can 
and will teach you mathematics, biology, psychology, sociology, 
and all the other arts and sciences, but I will instruct you about 
the eternal and unchangeable things of life: what to look for in 
men; how to invest your life; what motives should control you as 
you live on the earth; how to meet and overcome temptations; 
how to bear disappointments and sorrows. If you are a good and 
faithful student, as a post-graduate course, I will indicate to you 
why the innocent and helpless must suffer and why my followers 
must often undergo severe and unjust persecutions.”

Jesus is such a good teacher. Jesus is such a patient teacher. 
Combined with His perfect understanding of the human heart is 
His consummate skill in dealing with us as imperfect and stumb
ling human beings. Let me say it with all reverence, He is one 
teacher who “knows his stuff.” There is none of the tyrant or 
bully in His classroom. There is none of the arrogance or the 
ignorance when ihe Great Teacher stands before us to teach us. 
When we fail, miserably fail in the exercises He gives us to per
form, He does not get angry with us or lose patience with us but 
in sympathy and kindness He “goes over the lesson” with us once 
again. Master, be patient with us always. The exercises are so 
hard to do and we are so limited.

“Ye shall find rest unto your souls,” promised the Lord. And 
it was Augustine who observed that God had so made man, restless 
and helpless, that he found no rest until he rested in God. In an 
age that is security-conscious (at least in its search if not in its 
discovery) this is a glorious promise made by Jesus. Many have 
experienced and realized such a promise. Soul-rest, what a boon. 
Soul-rest, what a blessing.
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THE -T "  IN THANKSGIVING
Story by Aiwa Stanley Sheridan in Juniors

Jane was drawing a large “T” on a piece 
of cardboard when Stan came in stagger
ing under a load of suitboxes.

"Mother told me you left word for me 
to bring these over,” he said as he dumped 
them on the floor. “What’s it all about?” 

“Guess,” Jane said holding the “T” up 
for him to see. “What does this stand for?” 

“Tumbling, tuna-fish, teaching, tickling, 
tattling,” Stan answered rattling off any
thing that came into his head.'

“Thanksgiving, you goose,” Jane cor
rected. “We decided to have the word 
outlined in cornstalks across the front of 
the platform for the Thanksgiving assem
bly. I m making frames for the letters.” 

“Looks like you’ve got yourself in for 
another big job,” Stan commented.

“It’s not going to take very long,” Jane 
answered, “especially if you sit down and 
help me. It’s the program committee that’s 
got a job on their hands this time.”

“What arc they going to do?”
“They don’t know yet. That’s the 

trouble. They had a play picked out and 
Nance Winton gummed things up by ob
jecting to the person they’d chosen for 
one of the characters. They’d even told 
this person they wanted her to be in the 
play. So now they don’t know what they’re 
going to do.”

“Who is this person Nance is so steamed 
up about and what does she have against 
her?” Stan wonted to know.

“It’s that young Jewish refugee the 
Quakers brought over from Germany last 
spring. The girls thought it would be a 
good thing to ask her to be on the program, 
help her to feel more at home in North- 
side Hi.”

“And what did Nance have to say-about 
that?”

“She said it wouldn’t be appropriate to

have a Jewish girl play the part of a 
Pilgrim, that it ought to be somebody 
whose ancestors had been in this country 
a long time.”

“Now that’s an idea for you! Where 
do you suppose she got hold of that?”

“I wasn’t surprised when I heard about 
it,” Jane answered, “Nance is very patri
otic. 1 believe she thinks more about 
things like that than we do. It seems to 
hurt her to have foreigners come here to 
live. She thinks America should be kept 
for Americans.”

“And who are these Americans she wants 
the country to be kept for?” Stan asked. 
“The descendants of refugees, that’s who 
they are. The Pilgrims were refugees who 
came here because they were different 
from the rest of the folks in the countries 
where they used to live. It doesn’t make 
sense to have the descendants of refugees 
fussing because there’s a new crop coming 
into the country.”

“You don’t need to argue with me about 
it,” Jane interrupted. “In fact, there’s no 
use arguing with anyone. Those who agree 
with you will keep right on agreeing and 
those (like Nance Winton) who don’t agree 
won’t change their minds no matter what 
you say.”

They worked on in silence and before 
long all twelve letters in the word Thanks^ 
giving were cut out. Stan stood them up 
against the wall.

“Thanksgiving,” he said, “the day the 
Pilgrims gave us—or did they? Seems to 
me I heard somebody say once that this 
Thanksgiving idea didn’t originate with 
the Pilgrims at all, that the Jews had a 
Thanksgiving long before the Mayflower 
was built. It was an old Hebrew custom 
dating away back to Bible times.”

“What was their Thanksgiving like?” 
Jane wanted to know.

“Couldn’t say, but I bet that little refu
gee girl could tell you.”

“Why don’t we have her do that in the 
Thanksgiving assembly?” Jane asked. “It 
would be something different. And may
be it would help Nance Winton, and any 
others who feel the way she does, to real
ize that the new refugees have just as fine 
traditions as the first ones who came to 
these shores.”

Jane made the suggestion to the com
mittee in charge of the program and they 
accepted it. Even Nance Winton had to 
admit that it was not inappropriate for 
a Jewish girl to appear in a Thanksgiving 
program if she told how her ancestors gave 
thanks. And she even allowed them to 
persuade her to follow with a talk about 
the way her ancestors originated our na
tional custom.

The program proved to be very inter
esting and Jane was pleased to note that 
afterward Nance complimented the Jewish 
girl.

Later when she and Stan were taking 
down the pasteboard letters with_Jheir 
cornstalk faces, Stan held up the “T” and 
asked, “Remember that day you asked me 
what this stands for?”

Jane nodded her head.
“I wish you’d ask me again some time,” 

he continued, “I could answer it better 
now.”

“What is your answer?” Jane wanted to 
know.

“ ‘T’ stands for tolerance. In fact, tol
erance was one of the things the Pilgrims 
were thankful for on that first Thanks
giving Day.”

“I’m going to remember that,” Jane said. 
“Every time I see the word Thanksgiving 
I’m going to think, ‘T stands for tolerance, 
too.’ That’ll help me to keep the day in 
a way that is worthy of the Pilgrims.”

W. J. STEWART, Supt. 
Has served for thirty years.

A  CLARION CALL FOR A  LARGE CHRISTMAS 

OFFERING FOR OUR CHILDREN AT THE TEN

NESSEE BAPTIST ORPHANS’ HOME TO BE TAKEN 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17th, 1939

W e need money with which to meet outstanding obligations. Our improve
ments during the year have been large. W e owe $7,000 00 borrowed money on 
our Central Heating Plant. The operating expenses of the Home have been larger 
than usual, because of so many repairs made on orphanage buildings.

W e are asking for $20,000.00 designated gifts for our Institution, to  be given during Christmas. Let every Baptist 
Church in the state have a noble part in the offering. Make announcements in regard to it at once. Urge that Orphanage 
Programs be presented on the special day, and collections be taken in all departments of the work of your church. By 
all means have an offering taken at the preaching service tha Sunday morning named for the collection.

The greatest possible investment of money is in dependent orphan boys and girls. Your money thus invested will mean 
more and reach farther than any place I know. Try putting more money in the character of boys and girls and less money 
in things. Make the world better and greater by doing more for the under-privileged class that calls to us for help. The 
calls pro so many and the needs are so distressingly great that I am constrained to beseech you for help.

W e must have enlarged equipment for every department of our orphanage work, that our service rendered fatherless 
and motherless children may be worthy of the efforts of our Lord's servants.

Our heart's desire is that we be one in Christ Jesus in lore and service to His glory— Pray for us.

^ W . Q .. 'zS teu ra x t,
Treasurer, Nashville  ̂ Tennessee, P. O . Box No. 38.

P.S.— W rite for Sunday School Programs and Collection Envelopes.
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Volunteer Sunday School Department 
Workers In 1939

\
We are happy to list the large number of volunteer workers who have either con

ducted a Vacation Bible School or taught a Sunday School training class during the year. 
We appreciate the fine work done by these workers and wish to take this opportunity 
to thank each one of them for the part they had in the work during the year.

The figure after the name represents the number of weeks they worked.

Miss Eva R oberts
Cecil U. Young __
H. L . Wuters
Miss Bessie Lawrence
Lilliard Stephens _____
G. W. K o lw y c k _____
Tom R oberts ....... ..........
J .  L . Robertson

—  2 H. W . F a r r i s _________ 6 C. D. Ltvesay — ......
___ 4 Frank E. Bowman .
___ 3 George W a lk e r -------
__ 1 G. H. Bundrant ____
___3 O. H. P rm cr —
___1 Sara  Ja n e  Northern
___3 Joh n  C. P a r r i s h ____

__ 3 W. C. Smedley
—  2 Charles A. mirrumore .

l S. W. Welch .............
—  1 w**s. Carrie W. Peek
__1 Melvin T . Smith .......
—̂  1 J .  H. Brewster 

. 3 Lottie Roberts .
— 1 Joh n  J .  Preston

2 1 1
......... 2 1 1

4 1
W illiam  Delius - ... 3 3 J
S. D. Kntsley ___ 3 1 J
H. L. Stnilh ' ............ - _ 1 1 1

1 1
_ i .... 1 1

W . A. W atkins .......... i . ..... 2 Mrs. T . C. W aller .. . 1
Mrs. C. B. W illiam s - . i .....  1 1
P . L. Utley .............3 3 . 1

............ 2 .....  1 ...............  1
Mabel Adkins' - ... 1 .... 1 ____ 3J D. S ia ir  - __ . 4 ........ 1

.  2 - 1\W . L. Baker ................. ....... ...... . 1

. 1 ...... . .... 1
T . L . W ilson _ .... - .1 Mrs. W. F . Powell 1 Gladys Newman . ....  .  1

. 4 2 .1
_____  1 J .  T . Carter -....... .................... . 1 _ 1

1 J .  H. Sollie .......................... . 1 1
2 W. P . Everson ___  ___ . . 3 ..... _ 1

C. J .  Clark . _____  1 _ 1 - 2
1 W illiam  O. Jo n es .................. . 1 1

. 1 . 2 ...............  1

. 1 -  1 Mrs. C. N. W illiams . . 1
_ 1 3 . . 1

O. C. M iller . 1 C. M. D icklcr ....._ -  ~ . 1 1
. 1 J .  C. W illiamson ___ 2 1
. 3 . 1 . _ 2
. 6 ..... 2 ......... 1

. . . . . .  2 A. A. McClanahan. J r .  - - 1 .................2
2 1 .  1

t> K. McCi»n _ 1 . 2 _ ... 2
Alice Mae W right ■ _  2 Mrs. L . E . Minton ................. 1 Mrs. W. C. Morris .......  1

_ 1 H. J .  Cox 1 1
. 2 1 ....... 1

. 1 1 _ 1
3 W. C. Tallant . 1 1

......... 1 1 W illis C.’ Fu rr ... .... 1
.. .  1 1 J .  P. Neel . ...... 1

1 1 ........... . 1
Milton W. Bodlien 1 1 1

2 1 ___  1
3 . 1 ............. . 1

.  1 Mrs. J .  H. Haddock 1 . . .  1
1 . 1 . • *■
3 1r  A, Wlnpn ___  . 2 . 2 Joh n  W. Outland - . 3
2 Mrs. W. M. Carroll .  . ..... _ 1 . ...... 1

T. n  Wnlt _ 1 . 1 1
...... 2 1 . 4

W  H. Brown _ 2 2 1
O. K. Quillen ...... ..... 1 Mrs. W. S. Rogers ... — ...... 1 ............... 2r. TT Rnrrott 2 R. H. Ward ..... ... 1 ... 1

5 May Phillips 2 3
D. W. Black . - 1 1 .............. 1
Mr. C. D. Moss _ 1 Mrs. George K . Casteel. 2 Ruth Allen _ . . -  1

NASHVILLE ASSOCIATION PLANS 
WORK FOR NEW YEAR

The following items were adopted by 
the district association in its annual session, 
October the 20th:

First, that each church adopt “Going on 
In Enlargement and Bible Study for Evan
gelism” as the theme for the year.
... Second, that each church adopt as an 

aim for the year, “Every Sunday school 
officer and teacher a personal worker, 
striving to win the lost.”
. Third, a net increase in Sunday school 

enrollment of 2,500.
Fourth, that each church elect one-fourth 

as many Cradle Roll visitors as is the total 
enrollment of the Junior department and 
set as an enrollment goal one and one- 
fourth times as many enrolled in the Cradle 
X̂ oll department as is the total enrollment 
of the Junior department.

Fifth, that each church strengthen the 
Extension department organization by se
curing more capable workers and especial
ly more capable men.

Sixth, that each church enlarge the plans 
for reaching and holding Adults. There 
ought to be many more classes for Adults 
in the Sunday schools in this association.

Seventh, that all classes for Young Peo-

» pie and Adults be organized on the group 
basis, each group with not more than five 
enrolled members and five prospects to 
start with.

Eighth, that the pastor, general and de
partment superintendents work out plans 
for a weekly meeting of all (he group cap
tains and other class officers, all meeting 
at the same time if possible.

Ninth, the organization of at least ten 
additional Sunday schools. _

Tenth, a simultaneous association-wide 
training week, January 15-19, with each 
participating church securing its own 
teachers; that all or part of the diploma 
books be offered in these schools. Where 
needed other books can be offered.

Eleventh, that group training schools be 
conducted during the week of November 
4-8, and that the department books be 
studied in these group schools.

Twelfth, that all the Sunday schools set 
as their goal all Sunday school officers and 
teachers holding credit for at least two of 
the diploma books; that one-fifth of the 
officers and teachers hold the diploma by 
October 1, 1940.

Thirteenth, that all the Sunday schools 
adept the Standard of Excellence as a pro
gram of work for the year.

COUNTING OUR MERCIES 
"Counting up our mercies and our 

cvcry-day reasons for gratitude, look
ing at the hundred little things and 
large things, gentle words, loving 
smiles, flowers sent to cheer us, 
children to greet us, old friends to 
advise and middle-aged friends to 
uphold us, good books to read, dear 
songs to sing, meetings in gladness, 
even parting in hopes for the better 
life, we do not know where to end 
the list. The only thing to do is to 
live always in an atmosphere sweet 
and vital with thanksgiving. ‘Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.' ’’ 

—Margaret E. Sangster. 
The above paragraph fittingly ex

presses our sentiments at this time.
Signed:

Jesse Daniel,
Ada Wiliams, 
Janie Lannom.

Fourteenth, that all the churches plan 
for and hold a Vacation Bible school dur
ing the year. A ■ ,

Fifteenth, that this body elect an asso- 
ciational Sunday school superintendent for 
the year, October 1, 1939 to October 1, 
1940 before the close of this session.

Sixteenth, that Tuesday evening after the 
last Sunday in each month be designated 
as the time for the regular associational 
Sunday school conference and that the 
churches, as far as is possible, hold this 
date open so that the Sunday school of
ficers and teachers can attend the asso
ciational conference.

Tell them the : 
Story of the Bible i

602 Page*
234 Stories 
32 Color Plates 
35 Halftones 

Maps
Lino Drawings- *

234 complete stories giving e clear ac* 
u  curate picture of the whole Bible oar- 
a  iative. arranged in proper order from 
>1 Genesis to Revelation. Recommended 
'I by preachers and laymen everywhere.

•

THROUGH THE BIBLE
•

Told in simpler understandable Ian 
guage by Theodora Wilson Wilson in 
a way that really interests the young. 
Lovely and >triking illustrations m full 
color by H M  and C. E. Brock. Avoids 
doctrinal discussion. Based on King 
James Version.

Exclusive introductory article on 

H O W  THE BIBLE C A M E  TO US.

f-ull cloth binding, picture 
map endpapers, color (ocket.

Size 8 %  » 6'/« inches 
Send lor FREE descriptive 
leaflet
BOOK STORE 

161 8th Ave., N., Nashville. Tenn.

Page 10 BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR



When you read this the 24th annual Baptist Training Union convention will be in session. W e are thankful for many, many blessings 
during the past year and also for the blessings that have come during this convention.

W e Are Thankful for Knox County associations! Training Union 
officers whose pictures you see on this page. They have worked to 
make this convention the best ever.

W e Are Thankful for Van Dyke White, associational director and 
general chairman of the committees for this convention.

W e Are Thankful for Mr. Robert Easterly, the associate chairman 
for the convention.

W e Are Thankful for Mr. Edgar Harris, chairman of enlistment 
for Knox County, and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Mrs. Agatha Cooper, chairman of ushersWe Are thankful tor Mrs. Agatha 
and pages, and those who helped her.

W e Are Thankful for Mr. David T. Mashburn, chairman of con
ference rooms, and his committee..

W e Are Thankful for Mrs. Elsie Stair and the Stair Flower Shop 
for the beautiful decorations.

W e Are Thankful for Miss Hazel Dance, chairman of registra
tion, and her committee.

Wo Are Thankful for Mr. Wallace Frazier, chairman of 'infor
mation, and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Mr. Frank Grubb, chairman-of check room, 
and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Rev. Frank Wood, chairman of finance, 
and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Mrs. R. L. Mason, our hostess, and her 
committee.

W e Are Thankful for Rev. R. W. Prevost, radio chairman, and 
his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Rev. J. B. Cross, chairman of transporta
tion, and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Rev. Don Norman who has served as pub
licity chairman.

W e Are Thankful for Mr. W. M. Grogan, chairman of exhibits, 
and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Miss Edna Earl Smith, our nurse from Ft. 
Sanders Hospital.

W e Are Thankful for Miss Lois Shelley, chairman of conference 
assignments, and her committee.

W e Are Thankful for Mr. Ray Hickey, chairman of Lost and 
Found, and his committee.

W e Are Thankful for Miss Marcella Adams, chairman of sunrise 
breakfast, and her committee.

W e Are Thankful for Mrs. Kleber M. Whittlesey, the stenotypist, 
and her associates.

W e Are Thankful for Dr. Fred Brown, our pastor host, and First 
Baptist Church of Knoxville, for the use of their beautiful edifice.

W e Are Thankful for all those who served on the program.
W e Are Thankful for Tennessee Baptists, some of the greatest 

souls you will find anywhere in the world.
W e Are Thankful for all those associated with us at Baptist 

headquarters— Dr. John D. Freeman, Miss Beatrice Moore, Mr. 
Noah Fetzer, Dr. O. W. Taylor, Mr. Don Norman, Miss Marjorie 
Westall, Miss Mary Northington, Mrs. Douglas Ginn, Miss Mar
garet Bruce, Mr. Jesse Daniel, Miss Ada Williams, Miss Janie Lan- 
nom. Miss Edwina Nettles, Mrs. Louisa Carroll, and Mrs. A. B. 
Clark.

W e Are Thankful (above all) for our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.

W e Are Thankful for you and you and you.

HENRY G  ROGERS 

ROXIE JACOBS 

RU BY BALLARD

t g

KNOX COUNTY TRAIN
ING UNION OFFICERS 

(8tate Convent'on Com
mittee Members Indicated 

In Parentheses)
Front row, left to rlpht: 
Mrs. R. L. Mascn (direc
tor, hostess ohuroh); Mrs. 
E. E. Hale, Intermediate 
helper; Lois Hklebarger, 
pianist; Marcella Adams, 
secretary (Thanksgiving 
B re a k fa s t  ohalrm an); 
Mrs. B. F. Urderwcod, 
group leader; Mrs. Clar
ence Jett, senior leader. 
8eoond row. left to right; 
Rev. R. W. Prevost (radio 
chairman); 8am Webster, 
chorister: Rev. Mack Mor- 
can, esh'b ti chairman; 
Clyde McCannon, group 
leader; Edgar Harris (en
lis tm e n t  c h a i r m a n ) ;  
Madison Bradley, group 
leader.



W OM AN’S MISSIONARY UNION
Mrm. C. D. C ru im m , President 

Hermitage
Mitt Mary Northlngton, Nathvlllt 

Executive Secretary-Treaturer
Ml Sixth Avenue, North, Naehvllle, Tennessee

Mitt Margaret Bruce, Nathvllle 
Young People't Secretary

W. M. U. NOTES
Have you studied “Constraining Love”? 

It is not too late. Order your copy from 
the Baptist Book Store, 161-8th Ave. N., 
Nashville, price is only twenty-five cents. 
What a good time Tennesseans have had 
studying it! It tells of Ruth Walden, Sarah 
Fox Eddlcman, Mrs. O. P. Maddox, Jack- 
son Lowe, Franklin Fowler, Judson Jack- 
son and Dr. Emmett Ayers. We claim all 
of these friends as they were born in our 
state or have lived here for mafiy years.

Any boy or girl would enjoy reading 
“Constraining Love.” Why not teach it to 
the G. A’s. and R. A’s.?

•  *  *

How long are you going to work in 
China, Africa, Japan, etc.? The salary of 
a missionary is $800.00 a year, $66.66 a 
month, $15.40 a week, $2.16 a day and .09 
an hour. Challenge your Sunbeams, G. A’s. 
and R. A’s. to go for many hours to one 
of these fields.

• • •

ROYAL AMBASSADOR-BROTHERHOOD 
SUPPER AT CONVENTION

An hour of inspiration and fellowship 
really enjoyed by the 125 present was the 
Royal Ambassador-Brotherhood Supper, 
held during the Chattanooga Convention, 
at the First Methodist Church.

It was good to see so many men and 
boys—and women, too—gathered around 
“the festive board" to think seriously about 
the question of “The Man and the Boy for 
Missions.” Mr. Jesse Daniel, as toast
master, kept everyone in good spirits by 
his own bouyant good humor. The in
vocation was led by Pastor Merrill D. 
Moore, Newport.

The Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chatta
nooga, presented effectively the playlet, 
“The Value of a Boy.” I wish every church 
in the Southern Baptist Convention could 
see this playlet portrayed as convincingly 
as it was done by Pastor R. R. Denny and 
his co-laborers.

Speaking on “The Boy for Missions,” 
Pastor L. G. Frey, Jackson, brought an 
earnest plea for missionary education and 
enlistment of our boys. Dr. John D. Free
man painted a vivid picture of “Tennes
see’s Men” and the latent power inherent 
in them, while Pastor C. E. Autrey, Union 
City, “followed through’” on the approach 
made by Pastor Frey, as he spoke on “The 
Man for Missions.”

Rev. Raymond Coppenger, Butler, gave 
a very effective solo, and Rev. Charles 
Norton, Chattanooga, pronounced the 
benediction.

Gatherings of this type do much to ce
ment the fellowship ties between men and 
boys in our churches. This meeting was 
a step toward the goal expressed by Mr. 
Hugh Latimer, of the South wide Brother
hood, that “the men in the Brotherhood 
should take pride and delight in providing 
trained, consecrated leaders for the Royal 
Ambassador chapters.”

—Don Norman.

CONCERNING CHRISTMAS BOXES
Just a word to those who are planning 

to send us Christmas boxes for the children 
in our mission Sunday schools end in the 
mountain districts. We make trips to sev
eral different communities and it takes

nearly a week to get around. We like to 
get all of the gifts and treats out before 
Christmas day. All of the gifts are gone 
over, wrapped separately and names put 
on each one. There are usually about five 
hundred individuals on the list.

Therefore we would like to have the 
boxes reach us at least two weeks before 
Christmas. If you are planning to send 
a box or money to buy candy and fruit, 
will you please let us lenow as soon as 
possible so we can know what to count on?

This is a gracious custom that has be
come a habit with many Sunday school 
classes and other church groups—that of 
sharing the good things of Christmas time 
with those who are not so fortunately sit
uated and to whom a small gift from the 
people who love Christ and His birthday 
means more than we can realize in joy 
and appreciation. With each gift goes a 
Sunday school paper, evangelistic tract, 
gospel, or something of that nature. We 
will try to pass on these gifts which you 
send in the real spirit which wifi count 
for the cause of Christ and His Kingdom.

Mrs. George L. Ridenour
Route 2, Caryville, Tenn.

TENNESSEE WOMEN FOREIGN 
MISSIONARIES

Requests come to our office from over the 
state for a list of the Tenn. women mission
aries serving on foreign fields. A Christ
mas greeting will be appreciated by them.

China—Mrs. W. H. Tipton, Shanghai, 
Ku; Miss Lorene Tilford, Shanghai, Ku; 
Mrs. Nelson Bryan, Hwanghsein, Shan
tung; Mrs. Ruth Ford, Kweilin, Ks.

Europe—Mrs. Roy Starmer (Lillie Mai 
Hylton), Bucharest, Rumania, Str. Berzei 
29.

Japan—Miss Floryne Miller, Tobata.
Mexico—Dr. Hallie Garrett Neal, Laredo, 

Texas.
Palestine—Miss Kate Ellen Gruver, Hai

fa, German Colony; Mrs. Sara Fox Eddle- 
man, Narazeth Baptist Mission.

Africa—Miss Kathleen Manley, Ogbo- 
mosho, via Lagos, Nigeria; Miss Ruth Wal
den, Ogbomosho, via Lagos.

Chile—Mrs. W. Q. Maer, Temuco, Casil- 
la 191; Mrs. J . W. McGavock, Santiago, 
Casilla 338-8.

Brazil—Mrs. J .  E. Lingerfelt, Jaguaqu- 
ara, Bahai; Mrs. John L. Bice, Maceio, 
Caixa 38; Mrs. O. P. Maddox, Bello Hori
zonte, Rua Pouso Alegre 605.

On Furlough—From China, Mrs. A. R. 
Gallimore, 104-6th Ave., Lexington, N. C.; 
Dr. Mary L. King, 10254 Mountair, Tu- 
junga, Cal.; Miss Harriet King, 10254 
Mountair, Tujunga, Cal.; Mrs. F. J . Fow
ler, 2401 Garland Ave., Nashville, Tenn.

REMEMBER THE INDIANS 
By Thelma Brown

Double Thanksgiving gives double 
chances for us to express our gratitude 
for our multiple blessings!

Last year, as a result of a message to 
our Tennessee people, one of our gallant 
missionaries who labors on a remote and 
lonely field was able to give multiple

Thanksgiving to the poor and needy people 
to whom he ministers.

Every time the wind blows shrill I think 
of Brother Roger Pryor, missionary of our 
Home Mission Board, who works with the 
group of Navajo Indians in far away New 
Mexico, that northwestern section of the 
state where the cold sharp blasts from the 
Colorado Rockies sweep across the high 
bare mesas. Thousands of Indians, scarce
ly touched by civilization, huddle in mud- 
covered hogans and try to keep alive 
around their smouldering open fire. In 
this desert land where there is little chance 
for crops these people eke out a bare ex
istence from the care of their sheep. This 
year, due to an unprecedented drought, 
there is less than ever to live on through 
the long winter months.

Since working among them os their 
missionary these people have grown to 
know and trust Brother Pryor and turn to 
him for physical as well as spiritual needs. 
In a recent letter which I received from 
him, he told me that from one to fifteen 
come to his house each day needing—often 
desperately—food, clothing, or medical at
tention. The other day he was called to 
see a little girl who had stepped into a bed 
of live coals of fire. The flesh on her foot 
was burned to the bone. Warm barnyard 
manure had been used to heal it. This 
had dried into the pores of the poor child’s 
skin, and had to be removed before he 
could treat the burn. This and other awful 
experiences occur daily.

It seems hard to believe that supersti
tions and pagan practices such as he en
counters there could be true in our en
lightened country. When I was there on 
a visit I myself saw things that, are almost 
unbelievable. It is an enormous task, but 
Brother Pryor goes in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and has made great progress.

One of his successful customs is to have 
special Thanksgiving and Christmas serv
ices at the Farmington Mission. Far and 
wide the news spreads that there will be 
barbecue and coffee with the services those 
days. In wagons, on ponies, afoot, they 
come from all directions, some as far as 
twenty-five, fifty, ana even a hundred 
miles! Last year on both days there were 
about three hundred present, and each 
year the crowd grows. He serves beans, 
stew, bread, coffee, and if he has it, a 
cookie to each one present. This is the 
only time during the year when many get 
enough to eat. Dozens of these poor crea
tures are insufficiently clad, so on that day 
he attempts to furnish clothing to the most 
needy.

After they are warmed and fed the re
ligious service starts. Through an inter
preter (for only about 5 per cent of this 
entire tribe of 50,000 speak English) he 
then breaks the Bread of Life—often the 
first time to many of them. This service 
brings rich blessings, for always there is 
a definite response, and each year more 
eagerness to learn more about our God of 
Love and mercy.

It is too late for us to have a share in 
the Thanksgiving service this year, but 
perhaps there are groups, or individuals 
in the state who would like to help with 
the Christmas service. If so, it would help 
Thanksgiving extend indefinitely in many 
hearts.

Brother Pryor can use all winter boxes 
of warm clothing, shoes, toys, dolls, med
ical supplies, and other such articles. Be
cause of the distance, be sure to allow for 
at least a week’s time for shipment. The 
address is;

Rev. Roger Pryor
Baptist Mission
Farmington, New Mexico.
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BRIEFS CONCERNING THE BRETHREN
Called and Accepted

R. H. Rust, Moore, Okla.
Andrew Hall, Femdale Church near 

Little Rock, Ark.
L. T. Greer, Gregton, Texas.
C. C. Carraway, Boyle, Miss.
J. Pat Horton, First, Bogalusa, La.
O. L. McGinnis, New Bridge Church, 

Buncombe Association, N. C.
J .  D. Quinton, Euclid Avenue Church, 

Knoxville, Tenn.
Elmer C. Masden, White Pine and Dand- 

ridge, Tenn.
W. W. Brister, First, Moody, Texas.
J . S. Compere, Hayti, Mo.
Walter B. Price, Glen Allen, Miss.
S. S. Buss.ell, First, Young, Ariz.
John E. Evans, First, Eufaula, Ala.
J . L. Drake, First, Lake Wales, Fla.
J . R. Jester, First, Winchester, Ky.
Z. E. Parker, First, Three Rivers, Texas. 
H. R. Boyd, Union Church, Ark.
O. J . Hagler, First, Jacksonville Beach, 

Fla.
John L. Coley, Johnson Memorial Church, 

Raleigh, N. C.
Richard E. Hardaway, Ligon Memorial 

Church, Arcadia, Spartanburg, S. C.
Resigned

L. T. Greer, Boyle, Miss.
Jack Goff, Garvin, Okla.
Jeptha Williams, Mounds, Okla.
J. S. Compere, Corning, Ark.
John E. Evans, First, Live Oak, Fla.
C. J . Mcrriman, Gilliam, La.
O. J. Hoyle, First, Black Mountain, N. C. 
Richard E. Hardaway, First, Lenoir, N. C.

Ordained
Robert Spencer, Harrah, Okla.
Carroll Johnson, Harrah, Okla.
Levere Peniger, Kelham Avenue Church, 

Oklahoma City, Okla.
Robert Hughes, Swannanoa Church, Bun

combe Association, N. C.
Rev. Walter T. Lawton, Jr., First, Louis

ville, Ky.
Died

Rev. Geo. W. McCarty, Sweet Home, near 
—' Little Rock, Ark.

Dr. T. A. Johnson, Librarian Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky.

Rev. Allen Pinckney Durham, Mansfield, 
La.

RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING
RESIGNATION OF C. L. HAMMOND
Whereas, the past two and one-half years 

have been glorious and triumphant for the 
First Baptist Church work in Corbin, Ky., 
under the wise and efficient leadership of 
our beloved pastor, Rev. Clarence L. Ham
mond.

Whereas, his achievements and accom
plishments are as follows; Approximately 
426 additions to the church; circulation of 
Western Recorder among membership in
creased from approximately twenty to 
forty-eight; Sunday school enrollment in
creased from 573 to 1,015; Baptist Training 
Union enrollment increased from ninety- 
one to 254, with four Unions added; 
Brotherhood organized with enrollment of 
173 men; Missionary Union gifts increased 
from $038.91 to $1,571.12 per year, with 
one new Union added; approximately fifty 
per cent increase in church offerings, in
cluding tithes, special and benevolent 
causes, and otherwise wonderfully blessed 
our church under the leadership of Brother 
Hammond.

Whereas, at his own request, he desired 
to be released to enter the field of evan
gelistic work, effective September 17, 1939,

and Whereas, this request seemed to be the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, Therefore be 
it resolved:

First, that after due consideration and 
feeling that it was the will of God, as so 
often expressed by Brother Hammond, we 
accepted his resignation as our pastor.

Second, that we sincerely pledge him 
our continued prayers and good wishes as 
he enters upon his new work.

Third, that we commend him most 
heartily as an able pastor, evangelist, sane 
counselor and a devoted friend to the First 
Baptist Church of Corbin, Ky., and the 
surrounding community, and

Passed unanimously _by the Deacon 
Board, First Baptist Church of Corbin, Ky., 
in regular session October 1, 1939.

CECIL M. HAYES, Chairman, 
EDW. M. JONES, Secretary, 

Board of Deacons. 
First Baptist Church,
Corbin, Ky.

Y O U R  X M A S  C A R D S
I In . Dch cart a different deiint AR far SI cash (add a taw cvits I 

tar pwtan). Addrttt: CHRISTMAS CAWP CO., TCCHWT, l i t .  |

Now Many Wear
FALSE TEETH

With Little Worry
Eat, talk, laugh or sneeze without fc'nr of 

insecure false teeth dropping, slipping or 
wabbling. FASTEKTH holds plates firmer 
and more comfortably. This pleasant pow
der has no gummy, gooey, pasty lasic or 
feeling. Doesn’t cause nausea. It’s alka
line (non-ncid), checks “plate odor” (den
ture breath.) Get FASTEETH at any drug 
store.

LADIES’. MEN’S HOSIERY
S P ain  Ladles1 Chardonlie Hose $1.00 postpaid. 
1940 Catalogue ready. Write for one.

L. 8 . SALKS CO.. ASUEDOBO, N. C.

financing the Kingdom by Leewin B. 
Williams. Published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 1939. 176 pages. Price $1.50.
Of the making of many books on church 

finance, there seems to be no end, but still 
there is room for another good one. And 
so, this one will certainly find a place. 
This volume covers the whole field. The 
need for kingdom finances, the Scriptural 
plan of financing the kingdom, the distri
bution of the funds and the accounting for 
them, are phases of the subject treated 
here. And the suggestions offered are as 
sound as the currency with which they 
deal. We think that the author’s style is 
worthy of mention as well as the matter 
which he produces. The book makes de
lightful reading. The reader experiences 
no difficulty in understanding what the 
author means. He has a sense of humor 
that pleases while it instructs. Each page 
is headed with a pithy quotation. This col
lection of epigrams is well worth the price 
of the book.

—J. C. Miles.

EN D  O F  TH E  W O R LD
Bv Elmer A. Wright. Is the end near* Whet My 
Science, HUtorv, prophecy? other grent religious 
and world. relationships. The Second C o m i n e

PoW\\
PREVENTS  

COTTON RUST  
AND REDUCES  
WILT

W rite us for FR EE, 
literature on fertil
ising YOUR crops.

pnrn r MtwT building  Wash in gton , d c  B o u m n n  o r r te t  m o bto a q i guasawtee sldo ,  Atlanta, oa.

. . . 'Wtlomklpi. m e  second uominr 
and related events. Order today. 25c Dostneld 

Fublishinff Company, Morristown, ^Ten-

Monat-MciwPrcss
Jackson, Tennessee

*
Offers a complete Printing, Binding 
and Mailing Service lo Publishers 
and Religious Organizations. An ex
cellently equipped m a n u fa c tu r i n g  
plant, coupled with more than thirty- 
live years’ experience, assures our 
clientele of superior advantages.

Inquiries Solicited

(le a th f. S p /U tU f.
1940

THE broadman
h yninal

■ T h e  Broadman Press 
presents for church audi
torium use a magnificent 
new hymnal for South
ern Baptist Churches. 
This full size 460 page 
hymnal will come in 
round and shaped notes, 
with durable cloth board 
and bristol bindings; 62 
responsive readings; top
ical, metrical, first line, 
title, author, and tune 
indexes. Fully orches
trated.

You will want to equip your church with this 
practical hymnal. I t  was compiled from songs sug
gested by hundreds o f interested leaders in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, and edited by a 
special committee o f five.special committee

v ls a /itt& t' BOOK STORE
161 8th A w , N., Nashville, Tenn.
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AMONG THE B RE T HRE N
By FLEETWOOD BALL

D. Y. Bagby, who passed on recently, 
read the entire Bible through 60 times. 
His sermons were thoroughly saturated 
with Scriptures.

------B A R ------

The Children’s Home Finding'Society in 
Mississippi were happy to place 63 children 
into that many homes this year. Two- 
thirds of the families were Baptists.

------B A R ------

A revival of ten days, led by R. G. Lee, 
of Memphis, in the First Church, Wichita 
Falls, Texas, resulted in 79 additions. Fred 
Eastham is the pastor.

------B A R ------

Wyatt Park Church, St. Joseph, Mo., was 
blessed with a gracious Young People’s 
revival in which Luther J .  Holcomb, of 
Nashville, did the preaching. There were 
35 additions, 23 by baptism.

------B A R ------ f

W. B. Price, a student in Mississippi 
College of Clinton, has been called to the 
church at Glen Allen, Miss., which asked 
for his ordination.

— B A R —

The First Church, Quincy, Fla., recently 
held a revival in which the pastor, B. C. 
Land, did the preaching, and I. C. Prosser 
of Oklahoma City, Okla., led the music. 
There were 79 additions during the meet
ing.

The International Association of Evan
gelists will be held in Jackson, Miss., be
ginning Dec. 31. M. E. Dodd of Shreve
port, La., will address the association.

----- B A R — 1

Selsus E. Tull of Hazelhurst, Miss., lately 
assisted J . N. Benford in a meeting in 
Springfield, Ky„ resulting in 38 additions, 
30 by baptism.

------B A R ------

W. E. Hunter, a graduate of Union Uni
versity, after serving the church at Sum
merset, Ky., for 27 years as pastor, has 
resigned, and will retire on account of ill 
health.

O. L. Weir, formerly pastor at Bruceton, 
is now serving the church at Livermore,

Ky. In a recent revival there were 23 
additions by baptism and 1 by letter. C. 
R. Widick of Greenville, Ky., did the 
preaching in the revival.

There were 17 additions by baptism and 
letter welcomed to the church by the pas
tor, H. H. Stembridge, Jr., pastor of the 
First Church, Paris. The day services were 
held at 7:30 in the morning.

Ollie Hays, Marvin Lipscomb, and J. H. 
Lofton were ordained deacons by Rock 
Hill Church near Lexington recently. H. 
L. Watters of Parsons and the pastor, 
Simpson Daniel, and Fleetwood Ball con
stituted the presbytery.

The fifth Sunday meeting of Beech 
River Association will be held at Corinth 
Church near Darden in December. John 
T. Brndfleld of Darden will preach the 
introductory sermon, and C. B. Pennington 
will preach the missionary sermon.

----- B A R ------

By THE EDITOR
Harold Gregory, missionary of the Nash

ville Association, was blessed in a revival 
not long since with the Freeland Church, 
A. W. Osborne, pastor. There were 2 ad
ditions by letter and 29 for baptism.

-----BA R-----
C. J. Donahoo, pastor, and the Oak Grove 

Baptist Church, Chattanooga, are happy 
over the fact that the mortgage on the 
church property was burned Nov. 12 and 
that the church is now completely out of 
debL.

i. -----BA R -----
Commending the service of the pastor, 

L. G. Frey, and the Sunday school teachers. 
Superintendent S. A. Ronk, of the Alamo 
Baptist Church writes that their Sunday 
school is running an average of 60 ahead 
of last year and that the church runs a 
bus on two routes to bring in pupils.

-----BA R-----

November 19 a revival began in the Cal
vary Baptist Church, Erwin, J . C. Blalock, 
pastor, with C. P. Jones, of Greenville, 
assisting. On the previous Sunday the 
church ordained Charlie Monk, Jr., to the 
ministry, with Dwight H. Willet, of the

First Church, Erwin, Horry Guinn, of Flag 
Pond, C. W. Adams, Erwin, and others in 
the presbytery.

With the preaching being done by Joe 
Clapp, pastor of the Woodland Mills Bap
tist Church, and the pastor, Knox Lambert, 
lending the singing, Central Baptist 
Church, Martin, has recently experienced 
a gracious revival in which the church was 
revived spiritually and in which there were 
20 additions. In the last four and one- 
half months there have been 75 additions 
to the Central Church.

Pastor James A. Ivey, of Bell Avenue 
Church, Knoxville, recently assisted in a 
revival in the First Baptist Church of Can
ton, N. C., H. K. Masteller, pastor, result
ing in some 28 additions. Canton is near 
Asheville, where Bro. Ivey was pastor of 
West Asheville Church before coming to 
Knoxville. Commending the preaching 
done. Dr. Masteller says: “Our Tar Heel 
brethren are always happy to have this 
well-loved preacher back with them for 
a visit.’’

In the recent death of Dr. James I. 
Vance, which occurred at Blowing Rock, 
•N. C., our Presbyterian friends lost a 
stalwart leader. Twice, and for many 
years, he served as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Nashville. He was 
in wide demand as a public speaker, a 
strong leader for civic righteousness, and 
an author of real ability. The Lord's 
abundant grace be upon all whose hearts 
are torn because of his passing.

The First Baptist Church, Greenbrier, 
Rev. H. W. Ellis, pastor, recently closed 
one of the best meetings it has had in years. 
The evangelist was Chester M. Savage of 
Hallsville, Texas. There were 32 addi
tions. The pastor baptized 27 on Sunday, 
November 19, and there are others who 
will come into the church. On the closing 
night of the revival, there was old-fashion
ed shouting and rejoicing. The Green
brier church is moving on, and the pastor 
and his family are enjoying the new pas- 
torium into which they recently moved.
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In a chapel address recently in the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semina
ry in Fort Worth, Texas, Mr. Charles A. 
Wells, of New York, noted columnist and 
artist, speaking on “The Urgency of the 
Gospel,” said: “Liberalism in religion has 
defeated its cause because it has lost its
sense of urgency............The Gospel is the
only means of solving the problems of the 
world of hatred and greed.”

----- IIA R------

Miss Lucy N. Thomas of Jonesboro has 
sent us word of the death, Saturday even
ing. November 18, at her home in Johnson 
City, of Mrs. I. G. Murray, wife of Rev. 
I. G. Murray, who went to be with the 
Lord in 1937. For many years he was 
pastor of Baptist churches in Tennessee 
and South Carolina. Mrs. Murray was his 
faithful co-laborer. And when later he 
became a helpless invalid, she was his con
stant companion and help. She was buried 
Tuesday afternoon, November 21, in Jef
ferson City, near Carson-Newman College 
they both loved so well. God’s abundant 
grace be upon all the sorrowing.

-----BAR-----
Miss Mary McKenzie, church clerk, sends 

us good news concerning the advancement 
being made in the Spring Hill Baptist 
Church, which has taken place since the 
revival in August. Rev. C. W. Howell was 
called as pastor by the church, a church 
he attended when he was a little boy. In 
the three months of his pastorate there 
have been 19 additions to the church, and 
the church has gone from one-fourth to 
one-half time. Believing in “the old-time 
religion,” the church is in good spiritual 
condition and all are very happy.

----- B A R ------
Pastor J. G. Hughes and family, of die 

First Church, Kingsport,, were made un
usually happy Sunday, November 19, when 
the church presented them with a beautiful 
silver tea and coffee service as a token 
of appreciation on the sixth anniversary of 
the pastor’s coming to the church. Wed
nesday night, November 22, Mr. and Mrs. 
William E. Pilcher, of the noted Pilcher 
family of organ builders, Louisville, Ky., 
gave the dedicatory organ recital in the 
First Church, which was enjoyed by a very 
large audience. The church recently 
cleared a balance of $1,300 on the organ, 
which had been purchased at a cost of 
$11,500.

-----HAH------
Corrections in Contributions Through 

State Office, November 1, -1938 to 
October 31, 1939.

The following additions to and correc
tions in the list of contributions as pub
lished in last week’s Baptist and Reflector 
are here made concerning contributions 
through the State Office, November 1, 1938 
to October 31, 1939:
Carrotl County Aiaooiatlcn: Designated

('hulk Level ........................................................ f  8.2T,
Kiton ............................................................. . . . .  3.30

Holt<on Assoclit on:(JlcnwooJ Church ..................................................... 20.00
Knox County Autoiation:Mascot Church ..........................................................  19.29Sm :1huootl ..................................................................  &/0.S8
Maury County Association:Friendship ......................................................   58.45
Mulberry Cap Associatlcn:

.Spruce Pine ......................................................... 7.30
Western District Association:

Hirers Creek ....................................................... 17.50
—IIA k—

THE REPORT OK THE BAPTIST 
WORLD ALLIANCE 

The Official Report of the Sixth Congress 
of the Baptist World Alliance, held in 
Atlanta, July 22-28, 1939, went to press 
Monday, November 20. We hope to moke 
delivery of all orders received by Decem
ber 10. Our friends will appreciate the 
fact that we have been handicapped in this 
important task by delayed mail service to 
and from London due to war conditions. 

Louie D. Newton, Associate Secretary.

Writing concerning the Brotherhood 
work, Mr. Lawson H. Cooke, Memphis, 
General Secretary, says:

“Our work is growing at a rate which is 
beyond even what we here in the Memphis 
office had anticipated. By the end of this 
year more than one thousand new Brother
hoods will have. been organized during 
1939, and there are now not fewer than 
sixty or seventy-five thousand men mobil
ized for the Master and meeting regularly 
in their Brotherhoods. This constitutes a 
great moral and spiritual force; and one 
can appreciate its far-reaching effect when 
he realizes that these men have mobilized 
for no other purpose than to support the 
whole program of their church and de
nomination.

“You will be pleused to know that the 
unexpected demand for our Brotherhood 
Quarterly has made it necessary for us to 
have a reprint of the present number, al
though the original supply was the largest 
of any single issue in the history of the 
Brotherhood. This Quarterly, in handsome 
leather binders, is now to be found in the 
parlor cars of fifty-two trains operating 
throughout the Southern Baptist territory; 
this is no little accomplisment.”

----- B A R -----

With the Churches: Chattanooga—Cen
tral, Pastor Moore, received 2 by letter, 
4 for baptism, baptized 6; Concord received 
1 by letter; East, Pastor Bull, received 1 
by letter, 1 for baptism, baptized 1; East- 
side had 1 profession; Edgewood welcomed 
3 by letter; Highland Park, Pastor DeVane, 
welcomed 8 for baptism, baptized 4; Mis
sion Ridge received 1 by letter; Northside 
received 2 by letter; Oakwood, Pastor 
Everson, received 1 by statement, nl for 
baptism, baptized 5; Red Bank received 1 
by letter; Tabernacle received 1 for bap
tism; Woodland Park, Pastor Williams, 
welcomed 8 by letter, 7 for baptism, bap
tized 6. Dyersburg—First, Pastor Vollmer, 
received 1 for baptism, 1 by statement, 
baptized 5. Elizabethton—Calvary, Pastor 
Cox baptized 4; First received 1 by letter. 
Fork Union received 1 for baptism. Frank
lin received 2 by letter. Ilarrlman— 
Trenton Street, Pastor Sparks, welcomed 4 
by letter, 1 for baptism, baptized 2. Jr.ik- 
son—First welcomed 11 by letter. Joelton 
received 2 for baptism. Johnson City— 
Unaka Avenue welcomed 2 for baptism, 1 
by letter. Knoxville—Broadway, Pastor 
Pollard, welcomed 2 by letter, 2 for bap
tism, baptized 11; Fifth Avenue, Pastor 
Wood baptized 2; Fort Sanders welcomed 
6 by letter; Immanuel received 1 for bap
tism; Lincoln Park, Pastor Livingstone, re
ceived 1 by letter, 1 for baptism, baptized 
2; Lonsdale, Pastor Thornton, welcomed 2 
for baptism, 1 by statement, baptized 3; 
South, Pustor Haynes baptized 2. Lake- 
view, Ga.—First received 1 by letter, 1 for 
baptism. Memphis—Bellevue, Pastor Lee, 
welcomed 7 additions, baptized 2; Boule
vard welcomed 5 by letter; Temple wel
comed 4 for baptism; Central Avenue re
ceived 1 by letter, 2 for baptism; Highland 
Heights received 1 by letter, 1 for baptism; 
Hollywood received 2 by letter; Seventh 
Street received 1 by letter; National Ave
nue welcomed 2 for baptism; Union Ave
nue welcomed 1 by letter, 3 for baptism; 
Yale welcomed 3 by letter. Nashville— 
Freeland received 1 for baptism; Ingle
wood received - 1 by letter; Lockeland re
ceived 1 by letter, 1 for baptism. Win
chester, Pastor Bryan baptized 2.

Slater A. Murphy, pastor Valence Street 
Baptist Church, New Orleans, La., writes 
to the Baptist and Reflector as follows con
cerning one of our Tennessee preachers, 
W. P. Davis, of Lebanon Baptist Church, 
Springfield:

"Not long since Valence Street Baptist 
Church in New Orleans was privileged to 
have as guest preacher for two weeks Dr. 
William Penn Davis of Springfield, Term. 
Doctor Davis brought messages of the 
highest order, scholarly in thought and 
preparation, yet simple in words, for all 
heard him gladly. He is one of the coming 
preachers and leaders in our Southern 
Baptist Convention. The following in
stitutions have done themselves a good part 
in conferring degrees upon him: Mississippi 
College, Peabody, Eastern Theological 
Seminary, and the Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary.

“During Dr. Davis’ stay in New Orleans 
he spoke to the student body and faculty 
of the Baptist Bible Institute, several times 
over radio, several times in missions and 
on the streets, and daily in Valence Street 
Church. His messages were appreciated 
everywhere. Tennessee Baptists better be 
good to him and more than good if they 
want to keep him. The writer hopes to 
have him closer by as pastor if the Lord is 
willing. In Dr. R. G. Lee and Dr. John 
A. Huff New Orleans gave Tennessee two 
of her very best, then it seems to me that 
Tennessee owes something to New Orleans.

“May God’s choice blessings be upon all 
my good friends and all of God’s faithful 
people in Tennessee.”

-----R A K -----

Five miles out of Memphis on Highway 
fil is the Levi Baptist Church, J . Larkin 
Muskelly, pastor. A Sunday school was 
organized January 15, 1939, in the home 
of J . R. Gilbert, which met on the follow
ing Sundays in January in the home of 
J . K. Smithson and D. A. England. Then 
a five-room house was rented for subse
quent meetings. A collection for the Or
phanage was taken on Mother’s Day, May 
14, and with D. A. Ellis as moderator and 
V. E. Boston as clerk, J. Carl McCoy, Ira 
C. Cole and J . I,. Muskelly, a council was 
formed for the organiaztion of a church. 
There were 29 charter members. Five 
more then joined by letter and Ira C. Cole 
preached and 6 came upon profession of 
faith. In June, A. D. Muse conducted a 
brush arbor meeting, which resulted in 21 
additions. Since then in various ways 44 
others have joined, making a total mem
bership now of 105. What is reported to be 
the most beautiful lot in Shelby County 
has been bought and the concrete founda
tions have been laid for an adequate build
ing. Enough money has been borrowed or 
paid in to finish the outside of the building. 
The people are going ahead on faith. The 
pastor, having resigned other churches, has 
this full-time pastorate and sells insurance 
for bread and meat. The church has had 
a Sunday school study course and a Baptist 
Training Union study course. In October 
it was admitted into the Shelby County 
Association. And the church has 17 fami
lies taking the Baptist and Reflector. This 
is forging ahead at a rapid rate. The edi
tor, who has known Bro. Muskelly since 
school days, together with our people 
throughout the state, rejoice with him and 
his people over the grace of God upon 
them.
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DEACONS O F  TH E  B ELM O N T H EIGH TS B A P T IS T  CHURCH, N A S H V IL L E , TENNESSEE
T ’Y P IC A L  DEACONS throughout the ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BY D D N  N O R M A N
Into the Homes

Pastor H. H. S.tembridge, First Church, 
Paris, showed me a “new wrinkle” to ao 
idea I’ve been using in various sections of 
the state—because it really works.

The idea is for the pastor to have a 
committee visit the church homes in a 
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR canvass. 
The committee members go forth, in the 
Biblical way, "two by two.”

The “new wrinkle” is for the pastor to 
have a committee—with one member of it 
scheduled to visit a section of the mem
bership, with the field representative, for 
an hour and a half. The membership of 
the church was already divided into groups, 
so these committee workers were calling 
on people in their own group, and whom 
they already knew pretty well.

It worked. And it worked your field 
representative!

But some forty-odd subscribers were 
added, because we went into the homes and 
asked them to subscribe.

It was a privilege to preach for Pastor 
Stembridge twice, as he was supplying for 
Dr. W. C. Boone, Jackson.

*  South who will go afield for the Master 
next Sunday are these fifty-two from the 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, 
who will visit the church membership on 
"Loyalty Day,” December 3, seeking to en
list every family in the church program of 
activities. They are as follows:

Front row, left to right: C. H. Stringe, 
chairman; C. S. Duke, George W. Sloan, 
S. H. Chastain, E. J . Ware, H. W. Ham
mond, Dr. R. Kelly White, pastor; James 
Winters, Harry E. Dodd, J. R. Claypool, 
Jr., E. J . Moench.

Second row: Perry H. Jones, Noah F.
Richardson, Noah B. Fetzer, H. Young 
Williams, secretary; H. C. White, Robert 
L. Johnson, C. C. Robinette, W. K. Wilson, 
J . C. Greene, Alvin O. West, J . A. Patrick.

Third row: R. O. Smith, H. P. Jacobs,
J. Glenn Skinner, Arch Smith, James J. 
White, J . W. Liggett, J . D. Baldridge, 
Elmer Tarkington, O. C. Jordan, Burton 
Stoddard, J . I. Waller.

Fourth and fifth rows, given as one for 
clarity, left to right: Earl Sargent, Floyd
E. Preston, Clifton Greer, E. J .  Harton, 
Jack C. Massey, Vernon Greer, J .  G. Hester, 
George Williamson, Keith Von Hagen, Nat
F. Richardson, C. Aubrey Hearn, E. B. 
Dement, William Hall Preston, W. C. Lucus, 
W. O. Vaught, R. M. Tharp, Dr. L. A. 
Methvin, Charles E. Buie, Emmett Golden, 
and T. J . Gray.

In electing its deacons, the Belmont 
Heights Church has a rotating system; 1. e., 
twenty deacons are elected each year and 
twenty retire, thus keeping up the total of 
sixty (eight could not be present for the 
picture). A deacon’s term of office is three 
years, and one year must elapse before he 
is re-elected.

Each deacon in the church is assigned a 
certain number of families whom he visits 
and contacts regularly, notifying the pastor 
of illness in the homes of his families and 
in other ways keeping close touch with 
those for whom he is responsible.

Deacons not present for the picture were 
W. J . McMurtry, Harold E. Ingraham, Roy 
Vaughn, R. B. Elmore, Charles Byron,- 
Orville Nugent, J . E. Lumbdin, and J .  N. 
Barnette.

□ N THE ADVANCE
Thanksgiving Day

Today is Thanksgiving.
Those of us connected with your state 

paper are grateful to God for many things 
at this season.

For the splendid way in which pastors 
and people, all over the state, have taken 
the paper into their hearts and into their 
homes;

For the interest and loyalty of that un
counted host of friends, whom we may not 
have seen in the flesh, but the power of 
whose prayers we feel day by day;

For those with whom we have the privi
lege of working, in the offices and on the 
field, as co-laborers for Him;

For the gracious goodness of God in His 
every blessing, both spiritual and mate
rial—

We are truly grateful.
A Sunday in Cleveland

Sunday before the convention it was my 
privilege, with Mrs. Norman, to be with 
Dr. and Mrs. John L. Dodge and the good 
people of the First Church, Cleveland.

Dr. Dodge is doing a good piece of work 
in Cleveland, his people are with him 100% 
aad the church finances are in good shape.
He had just returned from a successful 
Youth Revival in Hamilton, Ohio, and I 
observed real eagerness on the part of the 
people to have the pastor back in the pul
pit. Rarely does a Sunday go by without 
an addition in the Cleveland Church.

It was a real joy to be with Pastor and 
Mrs. Dodge, and their son John, and to 
help them present the BAPTIST AND 
REFLECTOR to their people. Mrs. Nor
man and I appreciate the hospitality of 
their home and cordial spirit of the church.

After Nine Years
Pastor W. D. Arms has three churches 

near Cleveland. He had been working, he 
said, for nine years trying to get his people 
to subscribe to the BAPTIST AND RE
FLECTOR.

The other day when he received a supply 
of sample copies he went to work. Re
sult? Thirty-two subscriptions, in monthly 
and annual clubs, from the three churches.

There ought to be a moral of some kind 
to this story.

Maybe it has to do with “stick-to-it- 
iveness.”

£ut 
That’s how

a  y ea r  . .
often Christ

mas comes, and some people 
are glad. They have trouble 
choosing gifts.

Other folks have a system. 
They wouldn’t care if Christ
mas came every week. The 
fact is, for these people (and 
their friends) it does — al
most.

For they send the Baptist 
and Reflector as a year-long, 
fifty-one times Merry Christ
mas gift! Why don’t you?

Special gift rates are in 
effect. Your own renewal 
and a gift subscription for 
$3.00 saves you a dollar.

A beautiful C h ristm as 
card, announcing your gift, 
will arrive just ahead of the 
Christmas issue, December 
21.
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