





peated 1n other places and in different statements, but with the
same redemptive significance.  Gospel essence was in all of them,
and it was cffective in Abraham. |

If someone points out that Abraham was “justified by works,”
we agree {James 2:21-24).  So should all believers be. But this
was in accordance with the principle, "Shew me thy faith without
thy works, and I will shew they my faith by my works” (James
2:18). The demonstration of faith in the life after justification of
the soul is quite different from making works conditional to the
justification of the soul. As to his soul before God, Abraham was
justified by faith without works. As to the demonstration thereof
in life, he was justified by works. So it is now.

PAUL VERSUS LEGALISTS

Whatever legalistic errorists may say to the contrary, Paul says
the gospel was preached to Abraham and that it was effective.

Abraham and his believing descendants “all died in faith,” assured

“of reaching the “better country” and the New Jerusalem (Heb.
11:8-16). These believers entered into the redemptive benefits of
the work of Christ prior to the historical cancellation of their sin-
debt because the historical cancellation was in the plan and purpose
of God and was certain to take place,

Thus is shown the falsity of the theory that “the gospel in its
elements, and with the conditions of pardon, was first proclaimed
on Pentecost.” |

Sound Theology And Addring Wonder

g PROMINENT -NORTHERN Baptist minister of liberal theological

A complexion preached a sermon in the South. He said that the

- confession of Thomas “was not careful and exact theology,” but un-
bounded wonder. Simon Peter’s confession, “Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God,” was put in the same category.

The tendency of doctrinal liberals is to make “wonder at the
personality of Jesus” obscure, absorb, or prevent definitive doctrinal
statements about Jesus.
that the theological conservative is incapable of proper wonder at

“the radjant personality of Jesus.”

Of course, Simon Peter and Thomas did not formulate their
confessions by the academic study of systematic theology in 1ts ac-
~ cepted sense.  But they studied the Old Testament and knew the
New Testament in the making., They were under the masterful
instruction of the one true Source of theology among men. Jesus
said that Peter’s confession was revealed from heaven. This guar-
anteed that it was careful and exact theology! Unbounded wonder
was wrapped up in it, too. And the confession of Thomas was
both undeniable truth and undefinable superlative.

Some hold that Jesus has been obscured by “theological scaffold-
ing,” which must be removed so He can be displayed to adoring
wonder. But Bible theology does not obscure Jesus. It lifts Him up.

“The scaffolding which obscures Jesus is the teaching of religious
racionalists and other heretics. When they get through with their
Mrestatement,” all that is left is a sentimentalized, moralistic, social-
istic human concept which is called "Jesus.” One cannot discard
~the doctrinal statements about Christ in the scriptures and present
the true Christ to men. “He that believeth not God hath made
him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of
- his Son.” |

Paul was profoundly theological. Yet he dealt in “the unbound-
ed enthusiasm of undefined superlatives” concerning God and Christ.
John was so deeply theological that he ser forth the doctrine of the
Logos and made Jesus God incarnate. And he set forth the atone-
ment death and bodily resurrection of Christ and other great doc-
trines, even as Paul did.  Yet he was Jost in wonder, love and pratse
in the presence of Jesus. Charles H. Spurgeon and countess oth-
ers accepred without question the reachings of the Word of God.
And their wonder at Jesus was beyond expression.

Wonder at the personalit of Jesus does not require one to throw
overboard whac the Word of God declares about Him. One can-
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From their discussions one would think_

not wax spirifrally enthusiastic about a Christ whose person and
work are conceived to be falsified in the Book which sets Him forch.
He can wax sentumentally enthusastic about a human concept that
is called Christ, that 1s all. Much of the professed wonder at the

personality of Jesus today scems only to be a starry-eyed alibi for

gettmg around accepting. and clearly enunciating numerous teach-
ings in the Word of God about Jesus. |

He who accepts without hesitancy the great Bible doctrines
about Christ is better qualified than anybody else for adoring won-
der. He alone has the true grasp of the definable, yet wndefinable,
truths concerning Jesus which excite that wonder. Absolutely lost

- in reverence and awe and wonder in the presence of Jesus, he can
say in a deeper sense than anybody else,

“Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat His mercies in your song.”

Christian Consecration

OU DON'T THINK for one minute that Israel’'s bondage in Egypt

- ceased with their deliverance from death at the Passover, do
you? To be sure, the blood of the Passover was the foundation
of their redemption, but their actual deliverance from Egypt was
accomplished when they were consecrated to God by the spirit in

the cloud and in the sea and thereby became the disciples of Moses
(1 Cor. 10:1-6).

Likewise, you do not believe that the Chrlstlans bondage in
the world ceases with his salvation from eternal death in the Blood
of Christ, do you? Most certainly the Blood of the Cross is the

‘foundation for our salvation, but our experimental release from the

wotld is accomplished when we are consecrated to God by the
Spirit’s presence and power and thereby become the disciples of

- Christ (Luke 14:25-35).

You also agree that it is the spirit of man that understands, and
that the spirit is the highest part of his being, controlling all the
rest, do you not? Now the spirit of the natural man is limited to
the region of the sentient and the temporal, whereas the spiritual
man enters into the realm of the celestial and the eternal. Admitted-
ly, the spirit of believers in Christ can comprehend the Word of
God intellectually, but only disciples of Christ can apprehend the
will of God spiritually. The essential purpose of God in the new
creation of the spirit of man can only be revealed by the Holy Spirit.

When we as believers yield all to God and see ourselves crucified

with Christ by the Spirit’s revelation, then the spirit of the world
in us dies on the cross of disciple crucifixion and the Spirit of the
Word is made alive for us as the power of spiritual separation
(Heb. 4:12).

- And so, T am sure you are willing to acceed to the consistent
teaching of Scripture that we are saved by the Grace of God from
the condemnation of sin only judicially, but that we may be safe
from Satan’s system in the world by accepting the Gift of God
practically. When we have the experience of surtendering our-
selves entirely to Christ and of receiving the Gift of the Spirit

whereby we can know and speak the things of God not in words

which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit teacheth, then
we may testify not only for the gracious Gospel of newness of life
and peace with God but also for the glorious Gospel of newness
of love and power with men. Our testimony cannot go beyond
our experience.

The reason for the moral failure of man in this day of Grace
is that the majority of Christians are dominated by a rational cul-
ture of the human spirit instead of being permeated by the personal
competence of the Holy Spiric. There is no future for mankind
now that is worth our passionate consideration except a future in

which we are willing to pay the price of Christian consecration.
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