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(2 Tim. 3:14-15)

Remember, love, who gave thee this 
When other days shall come;

When she who had the earliest kiss 
Sleeps in her narrow home.

Remember ’twas a mother gave 
The gift to one she’d die to save.

The mother sought a pledge of love, 
The holiest for her son;

Out from the gifts of God above
She chose this holy one;

She chose for her beloved boy
The source of light and life and joy.

I bid thee keep the gift that when 
The parting hour shall come, 

We may have hope to meet again 
In an eternal home,

Thy precious faith in this shall be 
Sweet incense to my memory.

And should the scoffer in his pride, 
Laugh that fond faith to scorn;

And bid thee cast the pledge aside 
That thou from youth hath borne, 

I bid thee pause and ask thy breast 
If he or I have loved thee best.

A mother’s blessing on her son 
Goes with this holy thing;

The heart that would enjoy the one 
Must to the other cling;

Remember ’tis no idle toy
A mother’s gift, my darling boy.

—Author Unknown
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EDITORIA

The Blue Pencil •
Ane work of an editor is to edit the sermons, articles and news 

items which are sent for publication in his paper. Whatever 
change in the material may be made in this way is called "using the 
blue pencil.” Judging from personal experience in other days, prob
ably some contributors have often wondered when they saw how 
an editor "took liberties” with their communications.

Sometimes an editor may use the blue pencil by way of improving 
the spelling and grammar and logic of a contribution. Presumably 
no one objects to this. Such "blue penciling” is rarely ever neces
sary.

The major use of the blue pencil is to shorten material. In the 
case of Baptist and Reflector, there is a limited number of pages 
with limited space and there are numerous communications from 
different sources. It is right that as many of these as possible be pub
lished in a given issue. But for this to be done, some of the manu
scripts may have to be condensed.

A concise sermon, or article, or news item is read when a longer 
one is not. Except in rare instances, no article or sermon should 
take over a page in the paper and less is better, with plenty of 
white space even then. Consequently, the blue pencil is used to 
make communications conform to space limits and to reader inter
est.

No editor should change or impair the thought of a writer. But 
in almost all cases a communication can be condensed without doing 
this and even be improved by it. An editor has the sole right to 
decide about this in the light of his requirements and also to decide 
what is and is not suitable for publication in his paper. Consequent
ly, the use of the blue pencil on a communication ought not to 
make the contributor feel "blue.” An editor is only doing his duty 
under the requirements under which he labors.

From a rather wide acquaintance with editors, we have learned 
that for a writer to demand that his material be published "as is” or 
not at all is one of the best ways to insure that it will not be publish
ed. An editor cannot surrender his responsibility in the case. For
tunately, however, most writers have the spirit expressed by the cour
teous instruction, "Make any changes that you think are necessary.”

All of this adds up to the request: Make the sermons and articles 
and news items which you send to the paper as concise as possible 
consistent with the thought. Give the gist of the thought rather 
than the full grist.

The Creedal Competency of the Soul
aptists BELIEVE in the competency of the soul to approach and 

•*-* deal with God through Christ for itself without the mediator
ship of human proxies, or sacraments, or ordinances, or a church. 
Some writers argue that in view of this the soul is also competent to 
write a theological or doctrinal statement of the meaning of its re
ligious experience. This is true with certain qualifications.

We presume that no writer wearing the Baptist name holds that 
the soul is competent in itself to do either of these things. The 
familiar statement, "The soul is competent under God . ... ,” in
dicates the sphere and nature of the competency. Obviously, also, 
the newborn soul is not able straitway to make a doctrinal statement 
covering its religious experience. A certain amount of time and of 
instruction is necessary. In fact, the formulation of an adequate 
theological statement by any soul or group of souls presupposes 
sufficient instruction to make it possible.

The knowledge of God and Christ and salvation comes original
ly from the scriptures, for people are born again "with the word of- 
truth” as one of the means (James 1:18). It follows that a theo
logical expression of religious experience requires instruction upon 
and the embodiment of the biblical truths involved in the experience. 
For instance, there are many conflicting interpretations of regenera
tion. Hence, for a soul to give a theological statement of this ex
perience, the statement must square with the biblical elements in
volved in order to be true.

All Christian life and experience subsequent to regeneration 
springs from this initial experience. Hence, a doctrinal statement 
covering this subsequent life and experience must also be scriptural- 
ly based and expressed. For religious experience does not test and 
interpret the scriptures, but the scriptures test and interpret reli
gious experience. Any religious experience in conflict with the 
Word of God is not genuine. * * • *

The competency of the soul under God is a fact. But it is 
possible to misconstrue it in support of illogical conclusions. For in
stance, through the years we have read some writers whose argument 
indicated the belief that soul-competency logically called for the 
repudiation of specific creedal statement along doctrinal lines and 
justified a heretical creed, if some soul held it. Thus a revealed Bible 
truth has been misconstrued to support unbiblical beliefs.

We begin to see the light on some of the alleged devotion to the 
competency of the soul. By misconstruction a sound truth is turned 
into a neat alibi for avoiding commitment to certain clear-cut Bible 
teachings!

Does Creed Deny the Competency 
of the Soul? •

THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the ability of the soul in religious 
matters is dependent upon neither creedal nor non-creedal ac
tion. Now and then we have found through the years the proposi

tion laid down my some that for a group to draw up a creedal 
statement was a denial of the soul’s competency, especially its compe
tency to write its own creed. We dissent from this.• . *" ■

The theological statement of a group is simply a summary of 
what the members commonly believe. The voluntary statement by 
a group of what its members commonly believe neither affirms nor 
denies the competency of other souls to wri.te a creed. If, for in
stance, a group makes the statement, "We believe in the soul’s com
petency under God ....,” there is no denial of the soul’s ability 
to write a creed, but rather the exercise of that ability. There is no 
denial of the competency of other souls to draw up an opposing 
statement, if they see fit to do it. If some man comes along who 
believes the same statement, will he object to joining with the 
group and adopting the same statement? The principle here applies 
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to all matters of religious belief. There is no loss or restriction or 
denial of soul-competency and soul-freedom involved at all.

Time and again we have read a "social credo’’ drawn up by lib
erals. There was general agreement among them on the items in
cluded in the creed. Yet these very same men have perhaps objected 
to doctrinal creedal statements as allegedly denying the competency 
and freedom of the soul. But if a group in general agreement on 
social matters voluntarily draws up a "social credo” without denying 
the competency and freedom of the soul, why cannot a group of 
Baptists in general agreement on Bible teachings voluntarily draw 
up a statement of their beliefs without being charged with denying 
the competency and freedom of the soul? When Luke drew up that 
early "declaration of the things which are most surely believed among 
us” (Luke 1:1), was that a denial of the soul’s competency under 
God to write a creed?

We have repeatedly noticed that men who object to creedal 
statements forthwith proceed to set forth what they believe in book 
or in magazine form. It appears that their objection to formulating 
a creed depends upon who is doing it and where he is doing it!

If a statement of commonly accepted beliefs, with its items sup
ported by scripture, is drawn up by a Baptist group, why should any 
man who claims to be a Baptist and to believe what the Book teaches 
object to subscribing to-the statement? He is not compelled to do 
it and he may himself have superb ability to write a creed. But if 
the Baptists in the group state the very same things which he himself 
believes, why object to committing himself to those beliefs and why 
write another creed when his beliefs have already been stated?

One hopes it is a fear only, not a fact, but the fear persists that 
when men wearing the Baptist name hold that a Baptist creedal 
statement denies the competency and freedom of the soul, it really 
means two things deep down:

1. That there are some Bible teachings in the Baptist faith 
which these men do not believe.

2. That they do not want to be placed in a position where this 
fact shall be revealed.

When a creedal statement sets forth Bible teachings and a man 
really believes those teachings, he will have no objection to saying 
so and there is no loss of soul-competency and soul-freedom in doing 
so. "And I will walk at liberty; for I seek thy precepts” (Psalms 
119:45).

The Only Antidote
'VTineteen hundred forty-six will go down in history as the 

’ year in which the full extent of the unspeakable atrocities com
mitted in Europe under Fascism was revealed to the American people. 
In comparison, the bloody record of Nero and Genghis Khan paled 
into insignificance. What shocked all of us was that in our so-called 
Christian twentieth century man’s inhumanity to man reached a 
peak of ferocity never before equalled in the annals of history.

What should frighten as well as shame us is the fact that these 
brutalities were committed not only without protest, but actually 
with the aid of Christian church leaders. In April 1941, for instance, 
we were told that Pope Pius XII received the assassin Ante Pave- 
litch in private audience before he left for Yugoslavia as Mussolini’s 
puppet ruler of Croatia. But only recently has it been revealed that 
at that very moment tens of thousands of Orthodox Serbians and 
Jews—men, women and children—were being brutally slaughtered 
by Pav elit ch’s Ustashi terrorists, helped by Roman Catholic priests. 
On New Year’s day 1943, the Pope sent his cordial greetings to this 
publicly known assassin.

In his recent book, Kaputt, Curzio Malaparte, himself a Fascist 
and intimate of Mussolini, Ciano, Hitler and his friends, relates tha*t 

during a visit to Pavelitch he noticed a basket on his desk full of , 
what appeared to be dried mussels. Pavelitch took pleasure in in
forming him that they were forty pounds of human eyes presented 
to him by some of his loyal Ustashi murderers! Malaparte also tells 
how Hans Frank, Nazi Governor of Poland who was hanged at 
Nuremberg, entertained him by shooting live Polish babies. At the 
last moment, Pope Pius XII endeavored to save Hans Frank from 
the hangman’s noose because he was a Roman Catholic.

There is here proof of a complete moral collapse, whose effect has 
even reached the shores of America. The very foundations of our 
Christian faith and civilization are threatened by an onrushing wave 
of utter barbarism. Unless a powerful antidote be quickly found, 
there will be an end to all human decency and a descent to complete 
human depravity.

That antidote, fortunately, is at hand and available to all. It is 
the power of the Gospel of Christ which must, now or never, be 
demonstrated in its fullness. It is not so much the lack of Christian 
teaching as the corruption of it that has brought the world to this 
sorry pass, for the corruption of the best becomes the worst. The 
process must now be reversed, and the best, and only thoroughly 
effective antidote to human corruption be at once and universally ap
plied.—The Converted Catholic Magazine, Edited by Former Catholic 
Priests.—Quoted in The Faith.

Ground-Breaking At Union City
C UNDAY AFTERNOON, Feb. 2, at 4:00 o’clock, the First Baptist 

Church of Union City, observed a special program at a ground
breaking service for the construction of an educational building 
adjoining the church building. A splendid congregation of the 
members and their friends was present.

The pastor, W. A. Boston, turned the first spade of dirt and 
made appropriate remarks. He was followed by Morgan Sedberry, 
Mayor of Union City; Sherman Sutherland, member of the original 
church which met on another street; Dr. J. D. Carlton, chairman of 
the Building Committee when the present church building was con
structed; and Charlie Merryman, chairman of the Building Com
mittee for the construction of the Educational Building.

Thereupon, the congregation went inside the church auditorium 
where music was furnished by the choir under the direction of Dr. 
J. D. Carlton, with Mrs. J. D. Carlton at the organ and Miss Mary 
Jo Boston at the piano. The editor spoke on "Tennessee Baptists 
Congratulate You” and at the hour for the vesper service Dr. J. G. 
Hughes, pastor of Union Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis, and 
former pastor of the Union City Church, preached a fine message on 
"Dynamic Religion for a Dynamic World”—Rom. 12:1. There 
was one addition by letter.

Following the vesper service and in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walker Martin, Mrs. Martin, with Mrs. J. F. Semones as co-hostess, 
served a delicious supper to the following: Pastor and Mrs. W. A. 
Boston and daughter, Mary Jo; Dr. and Mrs. J. G. Hughes and son, 
Brown; Dr. and Mrs. J. D. Carlton; Mrs. Verna Pierce; Miss Char
lotte Semones; Mr. and Mrs. John Hart and daughters, Kitty Martin 
and Belinda; Mrs. J. H. Duncan, daughter of the Martins. This was 
followed by the singing of gospel hymns. We express our appre
ciation to these friends for this most.enjoyable occasion.

Bro. Boston has been pastor at Union City for three years and the 
work there is going forward in a fine way. We greatly enjoyed our 
visit there, as we always do. We thank the pastor for his many 
courtesies on this visit, among them driving us out before train 
time Monday morning for a brief visit to the home of the editor’s 
father-in-law and mother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Glover. With 
Bro. Boston we include his people of the First Church in general 
whom we also thank for their courtesies.
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Baptist Gains In Colombia
(Second in a series of articles written by R. Paul Caudill on his recent South American Mission Journey)

jBreakfast in Miami . . . supper in Cartagena. Such was the 
schedule for the first day of my South American journey. The 

trip from Miami to Barranquilla required eight hours with only two 
stops en route—one at Camaguey, Cuba, and one at Kingston, Jama
ica.

Upon reaching Barranquilla, I proceeded at once by taxi to 
Cartagena, some eighty miles southwest, where I was supposed to be 
the guest of Reverend and Mrs. Gerald Riddell, who together with 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Neely, Miss Ann Frances Todd and Miss 
Crea Ridenour carry on our work there.

An Expanding Work

Though Baptist work in Cartagena is little more than four years 
old there are two organized churches and one mission supported by 
them. The Central Church, recently completed, is a beautiful edi
fice. The auditorium has a seating capacity of approximately six 
hundred, and there are some facilities for educational work.

We attended the mid-week service of this church and preached 
to a splendid congregation. The deep interest of the people of their 
church was manliest and it is evident that Central Baptist is destined 
to be an important factor in the future life of Colombian Baptists.

The following afternoon we preached at the school of the Al- 
cibia mission where two precious girls accepted Christ as their Sav
iour—our first converts on foreign soil ,• f

Baptists No Problem

Thursday morning we visited Senor Alfonso Romero Auirre, 
president of the General Assembly of Colombia, and Senor Senen 
Gonzales Guerra, el gobernado del departmento de Bolivar. Both 
of these statesmen wrere found to be cordial, gracious, and wholly 
uncritical of our missionaries and their work.

Thursday evening I preached at the Alcibia church, along with 
the pastor. After the service a man came forward and said to me, 
"Your sermon led me to Christ. 1 will begin to pray for you now 
that God will accompany you and make you an even greater preacher 
than you are now and 1 know God will hear our prayer.”

Sermons and Stones

On Friday morning, July 19, Brother Riddell and I took a bus 
for Sabanalarga, enroute to Cartagena. There we had lunch with 
Brother Remirez, pastor of the local Baptist mission, and preached 
to a group of his people.

The work in Sabanalarga has undergone no little opposition at 
.the hands of those who oppose the work of evangelicals. At one 
time the building where services were being held was pelted with 
stones. Nevertheless, the work has grown steadily under the leader
ship of the aggressive pastor and we witnessed the baptism of seven 
of his converts that evening at Barranquilla.

Friday night ifi Barranquilla I preached at the Central Baptist 
Church of which Brother Schweinsberg is pastor. At the close of 
the sermon a young man surrendered for the ministry and a little girl 
professed faith in Christ. Another young man who had given his 
life for Christian service came forward to re-affirm his purpose to 
preach the gospel.

A Happy Moment

Saturday, July 20, we went to Rebolo where we preached in the 
chapel and had a glorious harvest of souls—six girls and four boys:

Sunday morning I preached twice at the Central Church—first 
to a general assembly of the Sunday School. There we had a mod
ern pentecost. Ten souls came forward confessing Christ as Saviour 
and Lord—many of them adults—and ten others laid their lives on 
the altar for definite Christian service. Never have I been more 
conscious of the presence of the Holy Spirit than in that service.
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Ten Churches
Although the work in Colombia is the youngest of all our mission 

fields in South America—save Paraguay—there are now ten churches 
with a membership of approximately twenty-five hundred. This 
number however, includes the enrollment of those in the Baptist 
work of San Andrews Island which is more than a century old.

A Policy that Pays

The Colombian mission is committed to the policy of building 
churches supported by their own members and led by native Colom
bians.

A work in Cali, principal city on the west coast has been recently 
opened. In the future, we understand, Cali may be the seat of the 
Colombian mission with a Seminary to serve Colombia, Venzuela 
and Ecquador. Plans for the near future also call for the entry of 
two more cities, namely, Santa Marta and Bogota (Brother Riddell 
may have already gone to Bogota to begin the work there.)

Church Programs

The program carried on by each of these stations is quite similar 
to that of the churches of the Southern Baptist Convention.

One of the greatest blessings that has come to Colombian mis
sion work has been the helpfulness of Maxey Jarman, who has given 
funds toward the erection of the buildings. The Foreign Mission 
Board has sought to enter Colombia with a more adequate missionary 
force and a larger expenditure of funds than in previous beginnings 
so that the maximum progress might be made in the shortest possi
ble time.

A Responsive People

The people in Colombia are responsive to the gospel. They are 
intelligent and enthusiastic workers when converted. They have 
strong convictions on Christian doctrines and follow intelligently 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

The Greatest Need

The greatest needs in Colombia today, says Missionary Riddell, 
are "native workers to shoulder a part of the burden: prepared, 
zealous missionaries to enter every city and sufficient funds to guar
antee the expansion of our work.”

Dr. R. Paul Caudill, standing with pastor of the Alcibia Baptist Church 
Cartagena, Colombia, South America. The two little girls are Dr. Caudill’s 
first two converts on foreign soil.
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“The ‘P’s’ In God’s ‘Prove Me’ ”
Malachi 3:8-10 

(A sermon preached by Pastor Homer A. Cate in the First Baptist Church, Shelbyville, Tennessee)

V^Then A GOSPEL Minister is set apart to the Ministry he is 
set apart to the Ministry he is charged to "give the whole 

counsel of God.” He can never be faithful to that Charge or to 
the Charge of the Lord if he doesn’t give the Bible doctrine of 
Stewardship.

About the teaching of Tithing being a Bible doctrine, yes, a 
New Testament doctrine, there is little question to the open-minded 
scholar. Abraham commenced it, Jacob continued it, Malachi em
phasized it, Jesus commended it, and, God willing (He is; are 
we?) WE SHALL PRACTICE IT.

Let us look now for a little while at the "P’s in God’s 'Prove 
Me.’ ”

I. Pilfering the Tithe. "Ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
'Wherein have we robbed Thee?’ In tithes and offerings.”

How many people have pilfered God's tithe for their own use? 
God knows. How many respectable people, who would not think 
of not paying a debt they owed a business firm or anyone else, 
who continually refuse to pay Ged that which is His and is His 
due and which He shall in His own way and time collect? We be
lieve in being honest with others, but how many of us do not be
lieve in being honest with God? Do you consider a person honest 
who will refuse your notices of payment on a just and honest debt? 
WE OWE GOD THE TITHE IN A FAR NOBLER AND HIGH
ER WAY THAN THAT . . . AND, YET, HOW MANY THERE 
HAVE BEEN HERE AND ELSEWHERE WHO HAVE NOT 
BEEN THINKING ABOUT "PILFERING GOD’S TITHE?”

We owe EVERYTHING to God for "we are bought with a 
price, even the precious blood of Jesus.” "The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fullnes thereof, the world and all they that dwell therein.” (Ps. 
24:1).

Unless we dedicate to God that which is His, WE ARE PIL
FERING THE TITHE.

II. Punishment for Pilfering God's Tithe. "Ye are cursed 
with a curse.”

If ever a people in the history of the world have ever been 
"cursed with a curse,” it has been all the peoples of the world dur
ing these last years, for taking things into our own hands, our lives, 
our governments, our money, and all to use as "we see the wisdom” 
without consulting God about it.

And, what, with the atomic bomb releasing the energy of the 
uranium atom by splitting it, and prophesying the releasing of other 
atoms, including the nitrogen atom, by splitting them, shall be the 
future of our God-forsaking, God-robbing world? If we do not give 
God that which is His for bringing in the Kingdom of God—time, 
money, our lives, and the lives of our children—we may in the near 
future, and mayhaps nearer than we can imagine, NOT HAVE 
ANYTHING TO GIVE HIM.

III. The Plea of the Tithe. "Bring ye.”

It is God’s plea for His creatures, His children, for whom He 
died to save from sin and hell, to be honest with Him. WE ARE 
TO TITHE BECAUSE IT IS RIGHT TO TITHE. It is needed, of 
course, but it is commanded by God because it is right.

IV. The People of the Tithe. "Ye”

All Christians; all who love the Lord; all whom He has re
deemed. Every Christian who has no other defense at the Day of
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Judgment except the abundant mercy of Christ ("save me for thy 
mercy's sake”) should in all candor and justice "render the tithe 
unto the Lord for all His benefits to me.”

V. The Portion of the Tithe. "All.”

"Bring ye ALL the tithe.” All of it, not just part of it. Some
one says, ”1 help support an aged mother, mother-in-law, etc., and con
sider that as part of my tithe.” Not according to the Scripture. 
There is a place in God’s plans for that noble sort of thing—but its 
place is always "after you have given back to God that which is His.” 
AND NO ONE, I BELIEVE, WOULD EVER TESTIFY THAT HE 
WAS HURT BY GIVING ABOVE THE TITHE.

VI. The Place of the Tithe. "Into the storehouse.”

Into God’s HOUSE. The Temple was God’s storehouse in the 
early days and the Church, in our day, corresponds to the Temple. 
THE PLACE OF THE TITHE IS IN YOUR CHURCH! It was 
there, for so many of us, that we found the Lord, it is there you have 
fellowship rich and sweet with the Lord and the Lord’s people, it is 
in the Church where plans are made for the salvation of the lost 
at home and around the world. YES, THE PLACE OF THE TITHE 
IS IN YOUR CHURCH.

VIL The Purpose of the Tithe. "That there may be meat 
in mine house.” ,

That all the work of love, the work of redemption, may be ade
quately underwritten with financial support so that the world "be
ginning in our Jerusalem” may be encircled, permeated with, em- 
bued with die Gospel of Salvation and the Spirit of Christ.

VIII. The Proof of the Tithe. "Prove me now herewith.”

1. It proves the SINCERITY OF OUR LOVE. Do we love 
Him? Are you sure you can prove it by your dealings with Him 
in this matter of tithing? If we love our families, we don't give 
penuriously to them—we give lavishly to them "because we love 
them.” "What shall I return unto the Lord for all His benefits to 
me?” (Ps. 116:12)

2. It proves the PROMISE OF GOD—HIS FAITHFULNESS. 
You depend on His promises to save you; you accept His word; 
will you depend on His promise to "bless you above that ye are able 
to receive?”

IX. The Promise of the Tithe.

1. "I will open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it."

2. Promise of God to destroy destructive insects. “ will rebuke 
the devourer for your sakes.”

3. I will do away with the blighting mildew. "Neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord 
<of hosts.” , •

4. I will take away the reproach of famine. “All nations shall 
icall ye blessed.”

5. Promise of prosperity—"Ye shall be called a delightsome 
land"

What promises the Lord makes to each of us when we love Him 
and prove it by "tithing” that which we have because he gave it 
xo us! "Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts”
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What Is Home Missions?
By Joe W. Burton 

(Address delivered over Station WKDA, Nashville, January 21, in connection with Nashville Association School of Missions)

Tf THE question should be asked, "What is missions?” there would 
be general agreement among Christians as to the meaning of the 

term. Even the youngest Christian has a definite idea of the mean
ing of missions. It signifies the co-operative effort of Christians 
through all of their available resources to send the gospel to those 
peoples of the earth who have not heard it. Missions, we are fairly 
well agreed, means our work together to send the Gospel yonder 
where it is unknown.

I
Again, it if should be asked, "What is foreign missions?” we 

would also find a common agreement in the answer. Foreign mis
sions, it is readily agreed, refers to our Christian missionary activity 
outside the bounds of our own land. Foreign missions means preach
ing the Gospel in Mexico, in South America, in shattered Europe, 
in dark Africa, in mysterious Asia, and in the islands of the seas.

Moreover, there is common agreement among Christians as to 
the necessity of missions. This is an enterprise in which every 
Christian must participate, for every Christian is a missionary.

We know the meaning of missions. We know the definition 
of foreign missions. We are certain that all Christians must engage 
in missions. But there is one phrase in this connection, the mean
ing of which is not always quite clear. That phrase, strange to say, 
is home missions.

For when we ask the question, "What is home missions?” the 
answer is not given as readily nor with the same degree of certain
ty. Strange it is that when we connect two words as familiar and 
as fervent in their connotations as home and missions that their con
joined meanings should be hazy in our minds.

II
What then is home missions? Well, to get back to our pri

mary definitions, home missions of course simply means the co
operative efforts of Christians to send the Gospel to those groups 
in our own land to whom missionaries must be sent if they are to 
have the joyful message of redemption through Christ Jesus. Yes, 
home missions means pioneer, primary initiatory, Christian wit
nessing to neglected groups in our own country. Home missions 
represents Christian effort through our combined resources in those 
areas in our country, where the Word has not been proclaimed.

But you exclaim, "This is a Christian land. Surely there is no 
need for Christians in America.”

Yes, there is need for just this very pioneer Christian activity. 
There are groups who have been neglected. There are those in our 
very own country to whom the Gospel must be sent. There are 
great sections of people not yet won to Christian faith.

For instance, there are the original Americans, the interesting 
Indians, thousands of whom have not yet heard the glad story of 
the Savior. There are the Mexicans, a million of them this side of 
the border, who offer a dual responsibility and privilege, namely, 
not only of winning these who have come to our own land to 
Christ, but also by thus winning them of gaining effective access to 
their own country across the Rio Grande.

There are the French-speaking Americans, close to three quar
ters of a million, in the Louisiana land of romance from whom the 
Bible has long been withheld. There are the fiery Italians, a half 
million or more in our cities. There are the quiet Orientals. There 
are the sons of Israel at every crossroads of trade whose spiritual 

genius gave us the Holy Word and through whose loins came the 
Savior of men and yet a people vainly searching for some other 
messiah. *

There are foreigners from every country, literally millions of 
them in our own Southland and multiplied millions throughout the 
length and breadth of our great country. In the last decade, before 
the war, one hundred thousand foreigners left our shores to take up 
their residence anew in their native lands.

/ *
in

Had our Christian witness in America been so effective, had our 
home mission program been so aggressive as to have won them to 
Christ, we could have sent in ten years time one hundred thousand 
missionaries to the ends of the earth. They would have already 
known the languages, the customs, the culture of their own people 
to whom they returned. They would have gone out with the com
passion expressed by Paul when he said, "I could wish myself ac
cursed for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”

Yes, this is home missions—our Christian effort together to 
bring the peoples of our land to Christ that thereby a base may be 
established from which the Gospel of redemption can be projected 
to the ends of the earth.

God Hasn’t Promised a Refund
By Lawson H. Cooke

A MAN BEGAN tithing one week, the next week he received a 
very generous bonus. Another man tithed on a very small sal

ary and received an unexpected raise. A lady made a large gift to 
the Building Fund of the church, and in a few days she received a 
check for the same amount of her gift.

Such is the substance of a news story in one of our Baptist pub
lications.

It is not our purpose to question the facts in the story or the sin
cerity of those involved. But, in our opinion, it would be difficult 
to imagine a more dangerous doctrine, or one the implications of 
which are less scriptural.

Nowhere in the Bible does God promise a tither a bonus or a 
raise or a refund. And, moreover, there are innumerable instances 
of tithing that did not work out that way.

To inspire such expectations in the mind of the tither, then to 
have those expectations not materialize, would most surely raise se
rious questions, and might easily weaken the person’s faith in the 
goodness of God.

Southern Baptists are now engaged in a special effort to enlist 
a million tithers—a great and glorious undertaking. Its success 
would extend the kingdom of our Christ to undreamed of dimen
sions.

In promoting this great cause, however, let’s place the practice 
of tithing upon the highest plane of spiritual consideration. Let’s 
present tithing as a great opportunity to invest our money in our 
Lord’s business, and as a token of our gratitude and devotion to 
him, but without guarantees of bonuses and raises and refunds.

A million tithers? Great! But a million tithers tithing for 
righteousness sake, and not for monetary rewards.
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By RUSSELL BRADLEY JONES, Contributing Editor, CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE

'Neither the editor nor contributing editor necessarily concurs in the opinions expressed on this page unless so stated.

Cafeteria Religion The principle of the cafeteria is se
lectivity. One walks along a coun- 

W. Douglas Chamberlain in ter and chooses the food which ap-
The Presbyterian peals to one’s fancy. If the price

is too high, certain foods are passed 
by. If one does not like certain 

dishes, they are not selected. The cafeteria method of eating is sat
isfactory, if the fancy is governed by a knowledge of dietetics. If 
not, "hidden starvation” will result. Paul found the principle of 
the cafeteria applied to religion in his day. There were some things 
about Christianity that men did not like. Speaking of this fact, we 
said, "Wherefore I testify unto you this day, that I am pure from 
the blood of all men. For I shrank not from declaring unto you 
the whole counsel of Ged.” When the principle of the cafeteria 
is applied to religion it is called "heresy.” Heresy is a Greek word 
and it means "selection,” "choosing.” The "heretic” selects from 
the religious ideas about him what he likes, and leaves what he 
does not This is cafeteria religion, and it leads to hidden starva
tion of the soul.

needs to understand that he is not the master of his own 
soul. There is only one Lord of Life.—R.B.J.)

Southern Baptists 
Must Not * 
Commercialize the 
Grace of God
Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Journal

« *
Not infrequently, in discussions of 
the practice of tithing, we hear it . 
argued that we "owe God the tithe" 
and that our offerings are "over and 
above." Again we are told that 
through the practice of tithing we 
are paying God in settlement of an 
account. It has been likened to

one paying rent on the house in which one lives. This is to say 
that by God’s permission we occupy certain space upon the earth, 
and that through tithing we are paying rent for this space. It seems 
crude, even coarse, to use such expressions in connection with our 
financial support of the causes of the kingdom of God. We would 
caution against these expressions that seem to commercialize God’s 
grace. Actually our possessions are God’s to begin with—not one 
tenth but ten tenths. We do not "pay” God anything. Out of 
grateful hearts and devotion to our Lord, we happily contribute to 
the support of every enterprise of his kingdom. We should place 
our giving upon this high plane of gratitude and devotion, and not 
to the slightest degree suggest that we are fulfilling some contrac
tual agreement with our Lord.

{Thank you, Brother Cooke. You are absolutely right!—R.B.J.)
* * *

Drys Sue CBS Radio Sam Morris and Henry M. Johnson 
For $15,000,000 of the National Temperance and

Prohibition Council, have sued the 
World Outlook Columbia Broadcasting System and

Schenley Distillery Corporation for 
$15,000,000. They,allege that the 

radio sold choicest radio time to liquor interests to glamorize wine 
and beer drinking and refused to sell any time for broadcasts against 
liquor. The amount asked for is three times the amount alleged 
to have been paid by the liquor interests in the last three years to 
Columbia. Schenley Distillery Corporation is the largest liquor 
company in the United States. The suit alleged that Herbert Bay
ard Swope was employed by Schenley at $36,000 per year, and at 
the same time he was one of Columbia’s directors and a member of 
its governing executive committee.

(The drys had better get busy.—R.B.J.)

“Foolosophy
Prairie Overcomer

One of the greatest curses in the 
Christian Church, as well as in all 
the country, is the lack of home 
discipline. Children, more to be 
pitied than blamed for their mis
conduct, are continually being 

ruined by their unspanked parents. The following account taken 
from The Christian Parent illustrates the point:

At breakfast one morning little Sweetie-Pie pushed her cereal 
away, loudly announcing that she would not eat the stuff and, not 
only that, she wouldn’t eat any breakfast at all unless the menu 
were improved. "Well, my dear, what would you really like for 
breakfast?" cooed the progressive mamma. "I want a worm,” says 
Sweetie-Pie. Children must not be frustrated, or their little spirits 
will be warped, and maybe they will get left-handed or grow up 
to be school teachers or something. With this in mind, Papa re
pairs himself to the garden and returns with a nice fat worm. More 
tears. "I want it cooked.” So into the kitchen goes the worm to 
be rolled in batter, cooked to a nice golden brown, and brought 
back to the table. Sobs of frustration. "I want Daddy to have half 
of it.” With a sigh of resignation, Daddy closes his eyes, gives a 
violent shudder and gulps. Half the worm is gone. Tears, sobs, 
howls, and tempest. "Darling, what is the matter? What do you 
want now?” "Daddy ate the half I wanted.”

Our only comment would be that father should have had to eat 
the other half also, then father and mother and daughter all spanked. 
After. that the wicked philosopher who fed the parents on that 
wicked progressive "foolosophy” should be horse-whipped.

( We second the motion.—R.B.J.)
* ♦ * *

Juvenile Delinquency The Department of Justice was so 
much interested in the prevention 

Word and Way of juvenile delinquency that it held
a great National Conference in 
Washington during November on 
the subject. The gravity of juve

nile delinquency has been dramatically emphasized in the national 
capital by daily occurrence of the most appalling character. Prob
ably the most revolting crime ever known here was the killing of a 
father, mother and sister by a thirteen year old boy. Another most 
startling one was the killing of a policeman by a fourteen year old 
boy. Lack of proper oversight in each instance appeared obvious, 
though crime stories in books and films may have been contributory 
factors. In the vast majority of cases broken homes—the most ag
gravated social evil of our time—must be set down as the worst 
iniquity in the gruesome list of causes. Whatever the Government 
may be able to do in arresting this sinister development in America, 
the churches must do even more, and their supreme task in the pres
ent is to reconstruct the home.

• ♦ *
Any Home Life Life used to revolve around the
Today ? home but according to T. B. Maston

in the new mazagine HOME LIFE:
Baptist New Mexican "The child is born in a hospital,

finds his recreation in the city play
ground and in the motion picture 

theater, is educated in the public schools, gets his religion in the 
church, eats with his parents in a cafeteria, is married in the chapel, 
when ill is taken to the hospital, and at the end of life is buried 
from a funeral home.” A one-sentence resume of life!

(One of the greatest God-given privileges and responsibilities is 
that of Christian parenthood.—R.B.J.)
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The Survey Bulletin
By Porter Routh

FACTS OF INTEREST
There are now 3,650,000 business firms in the United States, 810,000 

more than at the wartime low in 1943.
Senator Arthur Capper (R., Kansas) has introduced a bill to bar liquor 

advertising from interstate commerce.
The Rockefeller Foundation has given $10,000,000 to the Peiping Union 

Medical College in China.
Book publishers report 7,735 new titles and editions in 1946, compared 

with 6,548 in 1945.
Dr. James B. Conant, president of Harvard, has suggested a terminal 

two-year college education to take care of the increased demand for educa
tion beyond high school.

Germany and Japan will be banned from the Olympic games to be held 
in England, July 29-August 14, 1948. Other enemy nations will be in
vited.

The State Department reports that 14,000,000 Italians would seek to emi
grate to this country "if the bars were let down.” Existing immigration laws, 
using the quota system, permit 153,879 immigrants a year. About 80,000 
are being admitted.

The National Education Association has recommended a minimum salary 
of $2,400 for fully qualified teachers. It was estimated that, after income 
taxes, the average $2,082 remaining would be worth $1,315 in pre-war pur
chasing power.

School enrollment in Berlin schools has reached 450,617, with 6,162 
teachers.

Andrew J. Volstead, father of the Volstead prohibition act, died recently 
in Minnesota.

Senator Arthur Capper has introduced a bill to submit a Constitutional 
amendment to the states calling for a uniform divorce law. It would bar 
hasty and child marriages, and permit divorce only for adultery, cruel and 
inhuman treatment, abandonment or non-support for one year, habitual 
drunkenness, incurable insanity or conviction for an infamous crime. Di
vorced persons would have to wait a full year for a decree to become final.

And if you have had trouble getting an appointment with your dentist, 
here is the reason: The American Dental Association estimates there is a 
dental "backlog” of 500 million cavities, with 112,000,000 new cavities be
ing added each year.

IN THE WORLD OF RELIGION
The National Lutheran Council has announced plans to spend $500,000 

for the creation of student centers throughout the country. The Council has 
also set up a division to "present the true Christian approach to the Jewish 
people.”

In cooperation with the United Nations Commission on the Rights of 
Man the UNESCO will organize an international conference to decide upon 
principles basic to a modern declaration of the rights of man.

Religious liberty in Italy is being discussed with the creation of a new 
Constitution. Article 7 of a draft by Count Rucellai states: "The state 
guarantees to all its citizens . . . liberty of profession and propaganda of 
their own religion as long as this is not contrary to any other articles of this 
present law and of the penal laws.” But Article 6 states "Public propaganda 
contrary to the religion of the State (Roman Catholicism) is forbidden."

Less than one-half of the Texas adults attend church regularly, and at 
least seven per cent never attend, according to a recent poll. The poll showed 
41 per cent attending regularly.

A two-year study of 413 textbooks used by high schools and colleges in 
the U. S. revealed that "the evangelical aspects of Protestantism are some
times caricatured.” Very little was given on the differences or likenesses of 
religious groups, or on the common concern of church groups with ethical or 
humanitarian developments. The study was made by the American Council 
on Education.

BAPTIST HIGHLIGHTS
Dr. E. S. Hutcherson of Houston has accepted the presidency of the new 

Texas Baptist college at Beeville.
Dr. J. E. Dillard announced his plan to retire in June at the meeting of 

the Executive Committee in Nashville. Drs. Frank Tripp, John Buchanan, 
George Ragland, and Duke McCall were named committee to name successor 
to Dr. Dillard and the late Dr. Gilmore. No action was taken on the West
ern Assembly at the meeting.

Definite announcement on whether it will be possible to have the meet
ing of the Baptist World Alliance in Copenhagen will be made by February 
15. There is little shipping space available.

It is estimated that 400 Southern Baptist churchy own J6 mm. motion 
picture projectors.

bepartiMnt Student Wcrk
Rogers M. Smith, Secretary

Marjorie Howard, Office Secretary

What About It?
Have you heard this story? A young man kept saying to his young lady 

friend, "I just don’t know what to do with my week end." After hearing the 
remark several times she said, "Suppose you hang your hat on it and take a 
walk.”

This young man represents that class of people who have time to kill. 
As though anyone could kill time. And then there is that other class who 
never have time. They are always so busy.

Let us look at time. What abundance there is of it. And yet how flee
ing! Every day has twenty-four hours and each hour sixty minutes. And it 
is one of God’s free gifts to man. You cannot buy a single minute. Nor can 
you store it away or hoard it. What a sacred thing it is! And God has 
given each one of us enough of it to do everything He wants us to do. 
Enough that is if we do not use any of it doing things He does not want us 
to do. He has given us time enough to get sleep enough that we may have 
healthy bodies and alert minds. He has given us time enough to read His 
Bible each day, enough to pray to Him each day, time enough to worship 
Him, so that we may be morally strong and spiritually alert. He has given 
us time enough to render some service to others in the battle for righteous
ness. Yes, time is sacred, a gift from God. We must use it rightly. "I 
must work the works of Him that sent me while it is day; the night cometh 
when no man can work.” These words of Christ reveal to us the true atti
tude toward time.

Another gift of God most sacred is that of personality. That is, your real 
self. Have you ever stopped to consider seriously why you are here? You 
are an individual, different from all others? What is the purpose for your 
existence? This each of us should do and that often. Why? Well, for one 
reason at least, "Ye are not your own.” Unless and until you consider this 
question you will drift along in a more or less meaningless existence and 
may become bored with time and try to kill it. If, however, you learn the 
sacredness of life, of your personality, and regard it aright you will come to 
use your time in that way that will further enrich your personality. "As you 
think you travel,” said William Allen. And so you do. But traveling is of 
little value unless it gets us somewhere. The merry-go-round is a merry-go- 
round and nothing more. It gets us nowhere. When we realize that time 
is a sacred trust and life a gift from God and really believe it then will we 
start traveling somewhere.

What about it?
—The Side-Lines, Middle Tennessee State College.

RIDGECREST

STUDENT WEEK JUNE 12 - 18

Send your $1.00 Registration Fee 

to

MR. ROGERS M. SMITH
149 Sixth Avenue, North 

Nashville 3, Tennessee
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LESSON FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

By R. PAUL CAUDILL, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn.

Topic: JESUS AT THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
Scrupture: John 9:1-12, 30-33

= The young £outh==
SEND ALL LETTERS TO AUNT POLLY

149 Sixth Avenue, N. • Nashville 3 Tennessee

'T'he COMING OF Jesus to the Feast of Tabernacles created intense excite- 
x ment on the part of the people concerning the MesSiahship.

Following the Feast Jesus greatly angered the Pharisees by claiming to be 
the light of the world (John 8:12-20), and later on, the Pharisees attempted 
to stone Jesus when he exposed their sinfulness (John 8:21-59).

SIN AND SUFFERING
Upon leaving the temple (John 8:59) Jesus, accompanied by his dis

ciples, came upon a man "blind from his birth.” Blindness was common in 
the Orient and Mark tells us of two cases (8:23; 10:46) which were healed 
by Jesus. In view of the prevailing Jewish notion that sickness was invaria
bly a penalty of sin, the disciples questioned Jesus as to who committed the 
sin, the man or his parents "that he should be born blind.”

If the man were guilty of sin it had to be pre-natal sin for the simple 
reason that he was born blind. This would have been, as Dr. A. T. Robert
son puts it, "a curious notion surely.” The other alternative would lay the 
sin at the door of the parents.

No one would dispute the fact that there is much in heredity but Jesus 
makes it clear that heredity is not everything. "Jesus answered, Neither did 
this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him” (John 9:3).

There is much comfort for sufferers to be found here in the words of 
Jesus. Denying both alternatives Jesus plainly declares that the man's suffer
ing is to be thought of as an avenue whereby the mercies of the living God 
might be more fully demonstrated.

Of course, disease may be the result of personal sin as in the man in John 
5:14, and it is possible for parents so to live that the scars of their sins will 
be borne by the children of the third and fourth generations. On the other 
hand there are cases free from blame like the one of this lesson.

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
"Whensoever I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (v. 5). 

When Jesus had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, made clay of the spittai 
and annointed the eyes of the man born blind with clay, and said unto him, 
"Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” The man did as he was instructed and 
came seeing.

Upon being asked how his eyes were opened the man told the story of 
how Jesus had made clay, annointed his eyes and instructed him to go to 
Siloam and wash, and how, following the experience, his sight was restored.

So far as we know there is no record of healing of the blind in the Old 
Testament, nor by the apostles in the New Testament. In recounting the 
signs that were to accompany the disciples as they should go out in the 
name of Christ, Mark does not mention the healing of the blind (Mark 
16:18). The experience of the Apostle Paul in Acts 9:17 f. is of course an 
exception from whatever angle it may be considered.

The restoration of sight to the blind was to be a sign of the Messianic 
times: "Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped” (Isa. 35:5). See also Isaiah 29:18.

THE BELIEVER'S RESPONSIBILITY
In verse 4 Jesus associates us with him in the task that was committed to 

him by the Father: "We must work the works of him that sent me, while it 
is day: there cometh night when no man can work” (v. 4).

In the discussion of the character of the office of the Christian Jesus 
said, "Ye are the light of the world. A city set on an hill cannot be hid. 
Neither do men light a lamp, and put it under the bushel, but on the stand; 
and it shineth unto ail that are in the house. Even so let your light shine 
before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who 
is in heaven” (Matt 5:14-16).

PROOF OF HIS DEITY
The ejection of the blind man who had been healed from the council of 

the Pharisees marked the dawn of a new era in the life of man.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and having found them, said, 

"Dost thou believe on the Son of man? He answered and said, And who is 
he, Lord, that I may believe on him? Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both 
seen him, and he that talketh with thee is he. And he said, I believe, Lord. 
And he worshipped him.”

One cannot help but wonder what must have been the thoughts of the 
Pharisees in the light of the words of Jesus and his ministry to the man born 
blind. He had not only kneaded clay on the Sabbath and applied it to the 
eyes of the blind—thereby violating a Jewish tradition that had been held 
sacred for centuries—but had also demonstrated his power over disease, and 
had declared himself to be a worthy object of faith.

Valentines—you will probably receive several this week. And I imagine 
you are sending several, too. You know, valentines are really love tokens. 
They are another way of saying, "I love you.” It makes us feel good to 
know that somebody loves us, doesn’t it? We want to be loved.

God wants to be loved, too. Our February Bible verse (Mark 12:30) 
tells how much he wants us to love him. Fill in these blanks to get the 

• words that show how much that is:

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God

With.............. thy h...................... .

And with.............. thy s.................,

And with.............. thy m.................,
And with............. thy s......................................... ”

If you love God, will you tell him so today? One way you can show your 
love for him is by learning verses from his Book I hope you are trying hard 
to learn at least this one verse during the month of February.

Does your mother have a photograph album? Some of those photographs 
may have been sent her as valentines. My word pictures of Young South 
friends are something like a photograph album and the letters from which 
they are taken are sorta like valentines. There are now thirty cards in the 
file—thirty word pictures made from friendly letters which I have received 
already this year. Let's begin ar the front of the file and look together at the 
cards which were not there the last time we looked.

Here is a card for Eva Dell Barrett, RFD 2, Murfreesboro, Tennes
see. Eva Dell is twelve years old and has a twin sister. Both she and her sis
ter are in the seventh grade at school. They go to Wesrvue Baptist Church 
at Murfreesboro, and go to Sunday school almost every Sunday.

LINDA Brannon, 5411 St. Elmo Avenue, Chattanooga 9, Tennessee, 
was ten years old on October 25. She goes to South St. Elmo Baptist Church. 
Linda is not yet a Christian, nor is her father one; but we hope it will not 
be long before we learn that both of them are trusting Jesus as Saviour. 
Linda is in the fifth grade and likes arithmetic and spelling. She has three 
pen pals—Billie Ann Crane, Sue McMillan, and Barbara Joe McClure—and 
she wants a few more about her age.

The name of Linda’s street and church makes me think of the old book, 
St. Elmo. The setting of that book is in Chattanooga and there is probably 
some connection between the name of Linda’s street and that old, once very 
popular book,

BeiTY Ann Greene, Field Road, Extension, Elizabethton, Tennessee, 
has been a Christian five years—since she was ten. She celebrated her fif
teenth birthday last week—February 6. She attends most of the services at 
Immanuel Baptist Church, and is a very active church member. Betty Ann is 
a member of the choir and is also in charge of the Junior musical program 
and is secretary of the Junior Department in Sunday school. She wants pen 
pals fifteen to twenty years of age.

The next two cards in my file are word pictures of sisters, NORMA Jean 
and VIRGINIA Holbert, 154 E. Moss Avenue, Knoxville, Tennessee. Norma 
Jean will be nine years old March 24, and she wants some pen pals about 
her age. She is in the third grade and especially likes arithmetic and read
ing. Her hobbies are reading and sewing. Norma Jean is not a Christian 
but maybe she will be before long. Both her parents are Christian. The 
family goes to Lonsdale Baptist Church.

VIRGINIA Holbert, Norma Jean’s ten-year-old sister, has been a Chris
tian since last April. She is in the fifth grade and likes to read. Her hobbies 
are the same as those of her sister. Virginia, too, wants pen pals.

Beit Y Jo McDonald, 1810 Willow Street, Chattanooga 4, Tennessee, 
wrote to Aunt Polly at the suggestion of her cousin, Joyce McDonald. Betty 
Jo was eleven years old on January 15. She wants pen pals ten to twelve 
years old. Her hobbies are riding a bicycle and getting letters. (Of course, 
if she enjoys getting letters, she probably likes to writes them too). Betty 
Jo has been a Christian about a year and goes with her parents to Oak Grove 
Baptist Church.

I wish Gloria Mae McDonald, Doyle, Tennessee, had given a clearer 
word picture for my card. However, she is nine years old and likes to go to 
school. She wants some pen pals.

Jane Anne Moore, Route 1, Jackson, Tennessee, is eleven years old 
Her birthday is September 8. She has been a Christian about ten months 
and goes to Bible Grove Baptist Church. Her parents are Christians. Jane 
Anne is in the sixth grade and prefers arithmetic. Her hobby is basketball. 
She has no pen pals, but would like to have some.

Again we have to stop before we have gone through the entire file. We 
will begin with the card after Jane Anne’s next time. Perhaps there will be 
many more new picture cards by then! I hope so.
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W. G. RUTLEDGE 
Superintendent

MISS HELEN HELTON
Office Secretary

MISS ANNIE ROGERS 
Elementary Worker 

MISS GLADYS LONGLEY 
Associational Worker

CHARLES L. NORTON. Director 
MISS ROXIE JACOBS. Int.-Jr. Ldr.

NASHVILLE 3 TENN.

MISS EVELYN WILLARD 
Office Secretary

ORELLE LEDBETTER
Convention President

State Sunday School Convention
It is now just one week until the State Sunday School Convention. Make 

your plans to attend. Fill your cars with officers and teachers and give them 
the benefit of a good program of inspiration and recent developments in 
Sunday school work.

If your reservations have not been completed, write to Mr. A. R. Tinker, 
c/o First Baptist Church, Jackson, Tennessee.

Our host pastor, Dr. W. Fred Kendall, assures me that everything is in 
readiness for a large number of delegates. The welcome sign is hanging out 
in Jackson. Let us have a great meeting.

• • •

Two Great Central Training Schools
' CHATTANOOGA
During the week of January 13, this department assisted by workers from 

the Southwide Board conducted a Central Training School at the First Bap
tist Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee. Even though it rained practically every 
day during the week, Chattanooga was faithful in giving a great attendance 
to this school. The enrollment reached 816 and the average for the five 
nights was 595.

KNOXVILLE
Having received a challenge from Chattanooga to meet its record, Knox

ville began a Central Training School during the week of January 27. Knox
ville gladly accepted the challenge and met it on the first night of the school 
having 872 present. This school continued with a great enthusiasm, finally 
enrolling 1223. We were assisted by Southwide workers in this great effort.

Knoxville is now challenging Memphis to meet this record. Memphis is 
to hold a Central Training School during the last week of February. Take 
notice all people in Shelby County Association.

Ridgecrest Bound

(A group from Ocoee Association who attended Ridgecrest last year)

Make your reservations now for one of the following Training Union 
weeks at Ridgecrest: July 10-16—July 17-23—July 24-30.

The Honor Roll
The Sunday school of the First Baptist Church, Humboldt, Tennessee, 

joins the other distinguished Sunday schools in our State by submitting their 
application for Standard recognition. Rev. S. R. Woodson is pastor, Mr. 
Lofton Robertson, superintendent, and Mrs. Lain Fitzgerald, Secretary. The 
enrollment of this fine school is 915. We congratulate Humboldt.

Ardmore joins the large number of Standard Sunday schools by submitting 
its application for Standard recognition. Rev. M. H. Willingham is pastor, 
Mr. D. F. Boggs, superintendent, and Mrs. Isaac Gatlin, secretary. This 
school is doing splendid work with an enrollment of 185. More power to 
Ardmore.

Elizabethton First Baptist Church again takes it place among the Stand
ard Sunday schools of our State. Rev. William C. Taggart is pastor, having 
recently returned from the armed forces of our country. We welcome him 
to this great church. Mr. R. E. Cardw’ell is superintendent. We congratulate 
this fine Sunday school.

Orlinda submits its application for Standard recognition. This is the 
26th consecutive year in which this school has reached the Standard. Rev. 
Lowell Milburn is pastor, Mr. H. W. McNeeley, superintendent. Mr. Mc- 
Neeley has perhaps the longest time of service of any superintendent in the 
State. Mr. J. E. Byrum is secretary. We congratulate Orlinda on this at
tainment.

* * *

Standard Extension Department—First Received
Our first application for Standard recognition for Extension work has 

been received from the Ridgedale Baptist Church, Chattanooga. Mr. Fred 
Pinegar is superintendent. We congratulate Ridgedale for this attainment.

"BE WISE—STANDARDIZE”

January 21 Meetings
Association No. Churches Represented Total Attendance
Beech River .............................. 7 38
Beulah ....................................... 11 153
Big Emory ................................. 12 163
Big Hatchie .....................:.... 20 160
Campbell ................................... 10 100
Chilhowee ................................. 33 182
Clinton ..................................... 21 82
Concord ..................................... 16 80 s
Cumberland Gap ...................... 8 35

(To be continued)

It Is Being Done
"In recent months our Training Union attendance has surpassed that of 

the Sunday school. We were running for £ good long time in Sunday school 
around 140 to 150 and in the Training Union around 60 to 80.

The first of October the young adult union met in one of the homes to 
reorganize and to discuss plans for their union. Out of this meeting came 
the spark that started a conflagration in our Training Union. The enthu
siasm generated by these young adults soon swept through the entire Train
ing Union.

The following week after the above meeting the attendance rose to 133 
from 83, the first Sunday in September, and the next week it climbed to a 
record high of 194. Two weeks later it rose to 230 and with the exception 
of one Sunday it has been w^ll above 200 each week.

The enthusiasm radiated by the Training Union was carried over into the 
Sunday school and soon our Sunday school was averaging over 200, also. The 
two have been running a close race, the Training Union being in the lead 
every Sunday since the third Sunday in October except two. This is the 
only church I know of where the Training Union has ever averaged more 
than the Sunday school. ,

How did all this happen? It started with the enthusiastic meeting of the 
adults as mentioned above. They decided to start a contest between their 
two groups and the losing side to entertain the winning side with a dinner
party. Second, they were to begin an immediate visitation campaign with
in the church membership. Third, they decided to use their telephones as 
much as possible. Fourth, those who would come and did not have a way 
to get to the church would be furnished transportation by those inviting 
them. They reasoned that this would not only get the younger adults out, 
but would also build up the other unions because this group had many chil
dren who needed to be enlisted.

Back of this meeting, however, was the fact that our pastor had been 
preaching and emphasizing constantly the value of the Training Union. No 
Training Union can be what it should be or could be without a cooperative 
and sympathetic pastor. It took no little amount of work on my part either. 
I had dreamed of a great Training Union, had planned it and lived it and 
put my best efforts into it. We are now reaping the rewards of our labors. 
Every church can have a great T. U. if it has properly trained leadership, and 
a pastor who will support it 100%, and members who will work at the job 
of visiting regularly. Much of the success of our Training Union goes to our 
leadership.

Some have said it would not last. It was merely a temporary spurt of 
enthusiasm that would soon die. But since the middle of October our Train
ing Union has not fallen below 200 except one Sunday. The weather has 
been bad, but the enthusiasm still runs high and we anticipate a continual 
growth rather than a slump. It is being done! It can be done if you work 
at it!”—TOM J. Sams, Ninth Street Church, Erwin.
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E. K. WILEY MARJORIE HOWARD
Secretary Office Secretary

Camps For Tennessee Baptists

Although the Brotherhood and the men of our 
churches will not use these facilities as much as the 
other groups, we are vitally interested and pledge our 
full co-operation in the promotion of this worthwhile 
objective to provide for recreational life under whole
some influence and Christian leadership.

Our objective is to enlist everyone from Grandpa 
to the Junior R. A.s in promoting this worthy effort to 
provide adequate camp facilities for every department 
of our Baptist work. We urge our Brotherhoods to 
boost this campaign and to encourage everyone else to 
have part.

Let’s blaze the way by making our gifts now!

Send all contributions to Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 149 Sixth Ave., N., 
Nashville 3, Tennessee
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AMONG THE BRETHREN
The First Baptist Church of Crossville and Pas

tor J. E. Ledbetter are rejoicing over the comple
tion of their greatest year of accomplishment dur
ing the past year. They welcomed 138 additions, 
91 of them upon profession of faith and baptism. 
Mission gifts were the greatest and these have 
averaged 25% of total gifts for the past four years. 
Two missions have been operated for a year with 
a half time missionary on the field.

—B&R—
The first of the year Brother Clyde Cobb re

signed as missionary in Dyer County Association. 
Pastor Lawrence Ray of the First Baptist Church, 
Newbern, writes that the Executive Board of the 
association extended a call to H. W. Farris of 
Jackson and that he accepted the call to begin • 
work the first of February. Pastor Ray also re
ports that the work at Newbern is moving on in 
a fine way.

—B&R—
According to the information sheet on former 

chaplains sent out by Alfred Carpenter of the 
Chaplains Commission for the Southern Baptist 
Convention of the Home Mission Board, Haggard 
C. Ellis has been discharged from the chaplaincy 
and is open for a pastorate. His address is given 
as Route 4, Nolensville Road, Nashville, Tenn.

—B&R—
Sunday morning, February 2 at eleven o’clock 

Mrs. R. W. Frey, 82, died at the home of a daugh
ter, Mrs. Sudie Knight at Bradenton, Fla. She was 
the mother of L. G. Frey, Business Manager of the 
Baptist State Executive Board. She was buried at 
Spottsville, Ky. God’s grace be upon all the sor
rowing.

Recently Rev. and Mrs. R. J. Williams of 
Friendship, Tennessee, celebrated their 62nd 
wedding anniversary. Dinner in their honor was 
served by their daughter, Mrs. J. E. Privett, with 
a number of children, grandchildren, great grand
children and in-laws present. They have five 
children (four sons and one daughter), nine 
grandchildren and six great grandchildren. The 
blessings of the Lord rest upon these faithful 
friends.

—B&R—

For 1946 the total contributions of the First 
Baptist Church of Athens, Sterling Lorenz Price, 
pastor, were $36,544.12 of which $20,122.68 went 
to local work and $15,469-34 went to missions.

The ladies of the Milton Baptist Church, Mil
ton, Tenn., have for the past four quarters held 
the top point average attendance at associational 
quarterly W. M. U. meetings. Five quarters ago 
they were tied with the church then in possession 
of the honor. This time, though highest once 
again, it was decided by the ladies that the 
runners-up (who have been consistently in that 
spot the past year) should have the banner awhile 
out of courtesy. These ladies are very active in 
sponsoring various home activities, as well as, hav
ing enlisted every woman member of the church 
in giving to missions. Frank B. Kellogg is pastor 
of the church.

—B&R—

Sunday, January 26, was the 10th anniversary 
of Perry F. Webb as pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of San Antonio, Texas. During this period 
7,671 have joined the church, 2,075 of them by 
baptism upon profession of faith bring the present 
membership to 8,071. The entire church budget 
in 1937 was $38,000. The mission program for 
this year is $99,670 and the total budget for this 
year is $282,788.

—B&R—

The other day Deacon Guill Maddux brought 
in the renewal of the budget of the Fellowship 
Baptist Church in Concord Association where Por
ter Floyd is pastor. BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
appreciates not only the churches which put the 
paper in the budget for the first time but also the 
churches which like the Fellowship church, con
tinues it in the budget from time to time.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCHES, FEBRUARY 2nd.

Sunday Training Addi- Sunday Training Addi- Sunday Training Addi-
Church School Union tions Church School Union tions Church School U nion tions

Alcoa. Calvary _______________ 226 106 Cookevi’Ie, Stevens St. Mission 90 70 Levi --------------------------------- 134 68 1
Athens, East 201 102 Crossville. First ____________ 237 99 4 Louisiana Street __________ 149 85 2

First . ---------------------------- 471 104 2 Missions ___________________ 55 — — — McLean ___________________ 319 113
West End Mission----------- --- 34 —— —— Oak Hill___________________ 91 — Mallory Heights __________ 320 154 1
North _____________________ 168 50 — Decaturville _________________ 54 63 ** Prescott Memorial ________ 540 134 6
Calhoun ______ 122 Elizabethton, Big Spring ____ 109 115 1 Seventh Street ___________ 508 142 1
Charleston _ 39 Siam 173 110 Shirley Park Chapel ______ 103 44 1
Clear Water______________ 102 87 — Fountain City. Central ______ 785 194 Speedway Terace _________ 8p-5 219 6
Coghill ---------------------------- 79 —— ■■ Hines Valley Mission______ 31 — — — — Temple ---------------------------- 1480 328 13
Cotton Port _______________ 73 52 —— Gallatin. First_ ____________ 313 61 Union Avenue ____________ 1C90 324 9
Englewood ________________ 142 42 Grand Junction, First _______ 111 63 —* Milnn, Chapel Hill _________ 36 29
Etowah. East ________ „ 52 Harriman, Trenton Street___ 387 79 First ______________________ 328 113
Etowah. First ____________ 359 75 —— Hohenwald ________________ 81 61 —— Millington ___________________ 126 84 4
Etowah, North____________ 176 36 Humboldt, First —_____ __ 475 100 Morristown, First __________ 594 124 2
Good Hope_________________ 52 Jackson, Bemis _ ? - 22(1 65 Murfreesboro. First _________ 458 90
Good Springs---------------------- Bible Grove ______________66 39 —- 80 70 * — Walnut Street Mission 41
McMahan Calvary ________ 49 30 — Calvary ___________________ 440 165 3 Powell's Chapel __________ 114 71
Niota ______________________ 139 52 Madison __________________ 60 53 Taylor’s Chapel _________ 110 20
Old Salem------------------------- 26 —— — Jeferson City, First ________ 489 255 1 Westvue __________________ 205 48 xNiota, East ______________ 121 Jellico, First __  _ 244 112 2 Nashville. Calvary _______ 195 112 1

Kingsport, Calvary__________Riceville ___________________ 59 A 286 99 1 Done’son_________ _ _ 227 2
Wildwood ___ ______________ 70 53 — First _____________________ .• 731 121 2 . Grace -------------------------------- 733 189 1Bolivar, First - - - - 178 105 Long Island______ ;_ 107 67 Grubbs Memorial ________ 112 47 4

Bradford _____________________
— —

124 35 — — Lynn Garden______________ 244 90 1 Harsh Chapel _________ 128 90 2Brighton _____________________ 146 77 West View _________ 178 98 2 Inglewood ___________ 468 169346 Knoxville. Broadway_ ’______Bristol, Calvary _____________ 110 2 1086 278 2 Mill Creek _________ 79 50Virginia Avenue __________ 210 87 2 Fifth Avenue _____________ 1016 245 2 Park Avenue ___________ 426 97Carthage. First _____________ 149 62 — First ______________________ 935 — — — — Seventh ______________ 161 43 1Chapel Hill, Smyrna ------------
Chattanooga, Avondale ______

77
640

73 
. 235 ~7

Glenwood __________________
Immanuel __________________

214
312

91
79

1 Third _____________________ 
Woodmont ______________

198
253 88 2Brainerd ______ :___________ 352 168 —— Lincoln Park______________ 517 186 4 New Market. Dumplin _____ 93 29Cedar Hill ------------------------ 233 55 —— Lonsdale __________________ 395 75 7 Newport, First 295 71Eastdale ___________________ 329 81 1 McCalla Avenue __________ 585 159 4 Second ---------------------------- 166 50East Lake ------------------------- 443 122 9 North Knoxville __________ 252 91 2 Oak Ridge, First____ 517 107 2Hixson ---------------------------- 148 57 Oakwood ______________ 317 173 1 Robertsville ________ 346 66 1Morris Hill _______________ 221 141 2 Sevier Heights ___________ 369 69 Old Hickory, First____ 648 307 2Oak Grove_________________ 237 108 —— West View _______________V * 208 40 Temple __________ 169 77 1Red Bank _________________ 572 178 3 Lawrenceburg ______________  w 1 231 117 1 Orlinda. Pleasant Hill _____ 94 35c • » 

Signal Mountain __________
3
55

13o 1 Lebanon ____________________
Barton’s Creek ___________

467
94

116
50 ’2

Parsons, First ______________
Portland ______

247
219 *

66
61

——
Silverdale ------------------------- 130 106 Cedar Grove _____________ 86 5Q Riceville, Short Creek 69Spring Creek _____________
White Oak ________________

159
407

76
K5 "4

Lenoir City, First __________
Lexington, First ____________

370
211

68
61

Rockwood, First
Mission ____

303
16

156
» —

Woodland Park _______ „___
Church Hill. Oak Grove-------

923 '
160

384
61

6 Liberty, Salem ______________
Mt. Pleasant _________________

> 116
183

50
84

— Whites Creek _____________
Rogersville

50
424

39
146 3

Cleveland, Big Spring_______ 311- 179 Medina ______________________ 147 71 Rutledge. Buffalo 69 59Cedar Springs ------------------- 98 89 — Memphis, Bellevue __________ 2567 868 14 Shelbyville. Shelbyville Mills 103 85South Cleveland ---------------
Columbia, First -----------------

Dark’s Mill Mission---------
Godwin Mission __________

97
381

21
14

67
65 1

*

Berclair ___________________ 
Boulevard ________________  
Central Avenue ___________  
Galilee _ __________________

188
546
602
261

116
251
177
117

4

Stanton ______
Trenton, First ______________

White Hall _______________
Tullahoma, First

41 
475
68 

265 
592

27
177
54
79

133
63

•• ••

Cookeville, First ____________ 370 88 —-- Highland Heights _________ 859 336 8 Union City, First
**

Fourth Street Mission-------• •* • * • •• • •• • • • • r • • 67 — —» LaBelle __________________ 730 230 7 Watertown, Round Lick_____
LI
106

— —
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Report of Cumberland University 
Ministerial Association For

December
We met for the regular session at 4:00 o’clock, 

in room 106, with Charles Julian presiding. 
After the reports were filled out, minutes of the 
past meeting were read and approved. Our devo- 
tionals were lead by Claud McAdams, and Bob 
Abbott. An announcement was made that the 
election of new officers would take place March 
1st, that they might be installed in the April 
meeting.

Dr. Edwin Richardson thanked the group for 
the Christmas gift given him. Also he lead the 
discussion on practical problems of the ministry, 
a very helpful and suggestive topic for the group 
to consider.—Frank B. Kellogg, Secretary, 
C. U. M. A.

Miss Clara Turner, church reporter, writes: 
Sunday afternoon, January 26, the First Baptist 
Church of Cleveland, F. M. Dowell, Jr., pastor, 
ordained the following men as deacons: J. P. 
Quinn; J. C. Hobbs; B. D. Hilliard and C. M. 
O'Neill. The pastor served as moderator of the 
presbytery, F. Ross as clerk and Richard Hamil
ton lead the song service. In various capacities 
the following men appeared on the program: Rev. 
Lewis, pastor of the New Friendship Baptist 
Church; Samuel Melton, pastor of Big Springs 
Baptist Church; Raymond Roberson, pastor of the 
South Cleveland Baptist Church. B. Frank Col
lins, pastor of the Brainerd Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, delivered the sermon and J. C. William
son, associational missionary of Ocoee Association 
led the ordination prayer. A. E. Walker, chairman 
of the deacons of the First Baptist Church led in 
the closing prayer.

—B&R—

Baptists have recently lost by death two great 
men and leaders. The first was Dr. J. H. Rush- 
brooke, 77, president of the Baptist World Al
liance, who died in Bristol, England, after a week’s 
illness. He has visited Nashville several times 
and was in the city last May where he preached a 
sermon before the congregation of the First Bap
tist Church. He is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Forbes Taylor, of Bristol, England. The other 
man was Dr. Rufus W. Weaver, 76, a former pas
tor of Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville and 
professor of Religious Education at Vanderbilt 
University. He died at his home in Washington, 
D. C., after a heart attack. He was buried at 
Frankfort, Ky. Dr. Weaver is survived by his 
widow, Mrs. Charlotte M. P. Weaver, of Louis
ville, Ky., two nieces, Matilda Weaver Duke, 
Nashville, and Mrs. Elizabeth Weaver Winstead, 
of Danville, Va.; and a nephew, Charles Hadley 
Weaver of Knoxville. A fuller account of these 
men will be published later. "God buries the 
workman but carries on the work."

—B&R—

The Mind—"What this country needs is dirtier 
fingernails and cleaner minds.”—The Edgar (Wis.) 
News, quoted in the bulletin of the Island Home 
Baptist Church, Knoxville.

—B&R—

A recent bulletin of the First Baptist Church of 
Jacksonville, Fla., stared that Homer G. Lindsay 
had been ill of virus pneumonia, but that he ex
pected to return to the pulpit at an early date.

—B&R—

Pastor-Missionary Ralph DeBord writes that 
the Mission of the First Baptist Church of Cross
ville had a fine attendance January 26. The 
Chestnut Hill Mission is beginning the construc
tion of a new building.

----B&R-r-

Bapttst and Reflector begs again to remind 
its contributors that it does not use unsigned com
munications.

Mission School Director

E. K. WILEY

E. K. Wiley, Secretary of Tennessee Bap
tist Brotherhood, has been chosen to direct 
the Mission Schools of Tennessee. The 
Home and Foreign Mission Boards have 
requested that some one be appointed in 
each State who would have responsibility 
for the promotion of this important phase 
of our work.

All associational leaders planning a 
school of Missions should write Bro. Wiley 
giving him the proposed date of their 
schools. All requests for missionaries to 
serve in such schools, whether they be 
Foreign, Home or State Missionaries, should 
be made to Brother Wiley. Please do not 
send request for missionaries to either the 
Home, State or Foreign Mission Boards. 
Address all such requests to Bro. Wiley who 
will make the necessary arrangements with 
the Boards.

Chas. W. Pope, 
Executive Secretary

We are happy to celebrate within our hearts the 
anniversary of four happy and successful years 
with our pastor, Rev. and Mrs. Homer A. Cate 
and David. The task was great, the responsibility 
almost terrifying, the problems hard when they 
timidly, but hopefully began their work February 
1, 1943. We have climbed from an average of 
$75 per week the first month of their stay here 
to an average of $500.50 per week this last month. 
We have rejoiced in the addition of 450 new 
members. Our Sunday school has increased by 
about 33 1/3% and our Training Union has in
creased by 250%. We now have a Brotherhood 
of 70 members. We also have $31,000.00 in the 
Building Fund, which will be used in building a 
needed Educational Plant. We can’t recount all 
the progress we have made, but for it all we thank 
God and pray that He will give our pastor and 
his family courage as they begin their fifth year, 
and we earnestly pray the most productive in 
blessings and work done to the glory of God and 
the building up of our people in the Lord, and 
the winning of lost people to Christ!—Edna 
Rhea Craddock, Church Secretary.

Miss Margaret Gray has entered upon her work 
as educational director of Island Home Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, Charles E. Wauford, pastor.

Southern Baptist Work In California
Growth Continues: The Southern Baptist Gen

eral Convention of California was organized Sep
tember 13, 1940, with a membership of thirteen 
churches. By November I, 1946, the number 
of cooperating and contributing churches has in
creased to 138. Forty new churches were added 
to the list of contributing churches during the 
year ending November 1, 1946. The number of 
associational organizations had increased from 
one six years ago to twelve today. Receipts for 
all missionary causes have increased from $976.64 
in 1941 to $92,546.58 in 1946. Contributions 
to Southwide missionary causes reached a total 
of $16,666.44 in 1946.

Missionaries Mark Progress: Our Convention 
employed nine general missionaries for the work 
during 1946 and eight of them’ have been on the 
field most of the year. The Baptist Home Mission 
Board has assisted in this work by appropriating 
$2,000 per month to the support of this mission
ary program. These missionaries report the fol
lowing work and accomplishments for the past 
year:—sermons preached 935; visits in interest of 
the work, 5,046; group conferences 1,113; personal 
conferences, 1,736; professions of faith, 405; ad4i- 
tions to the churches 770; communities surveyed 
228; new missions established 36; and new 
churches organized 32.

Churches Continue Progress: The reports of the 
churches to the associations for the work of 1946 
recorded remarkable progress. These reports in
dicate an average of one baptism for each six 
members in the churches. One association re
ported one baptism for each 3.2 members and one 
church reported one baptism for each member 
in the membership of the church.

General Missionary Needs: There are more 
than six and a half million unchurched people in 
California, more than 600 towns and cities with
out a Baptist church of any kind and some 300,- 
000 unaffiliated Southern Baptists to be enlisted 
in the work of our churches.

Additional Missionaries Needed: If eight mis
sionaries led in establishing 36 new Southern 
Baptist missions and in organizing 32 new South
ern Baptist churches last year, what could forty 
missionaries do in the 600 towns and cities that 
have no Baptist church?

Help Needed to Build Churches: Not one of 
our churches has an adequate church building and 
all are lacking in equipment. Twenty-four of our 
churches are worshipping in rented lodge halls 
or club rooms, eight are meeting in church build
ings rented from other denominations (most of 
these are Seventh Day Adventist church build
ings), twenty-five are using converted dwellings, 
rwenty-two are using remodeled store buildings, 
two are meeting in tents, and fifty-eight are wor
shipping in buildings that were constructed for 
church purposes.

Help Needed to Finance Baptist Headquarters 
Building: Office rentals are unreasonably high in 
Fresno and the housing situation is so acute that 
we have been unable to find living quarters for 
our employees. The editor of our paper is liv
ing in Tulare, fifty miles away, because there is no 
residence available here. One of our departmental 
heads had to send his family to Mississippi to live 
because he could find no housing accommoda
tions in Fresno. Other employees are living in 
hotel rooms and under crowded conditions. So, 
our Board bought a choice property, 150 feet by 
150 feet, well located, and having one building 
which is adequate for our offices and another 
which will provide living quarters for several 
of our employees. But we need at least $2,500 to 
remodel and recondition these buildings for our 
use.

It is my earnest and honest conviction that your 
mission money invested in any of these causes 
will yield greater dividends than any investment 
you can make elsewhere.—A. F. Crittendon, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 243 Holland Build
ing, Fresno, California.
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News and Views From Here and There
“We Must Not Turn Back Now”

By Louie D. Newton
Chairman, Administration Committee 

Baptist World Alliance
Although transportation will be difficult, u>e 

will go on with the Congress at Copenhagen, 
July 29-August 3, Providence permitting. It was 
Dr. Rushbrooke’s last request. He has built the 
program. His presidential address, already pre
pared, will be read, and this valedictory of the 
great, good man, will take place alongside the 
never-to-be-forgotten address of Dr. Truett in 1939 
as one of the historic declarations of our Baptist 
heritage.

Although our Southern Baptist Committee on 
transportation to Copenhagen voted in Nashville 
two weeks ago to wait until February 15 before 
making final announcement about going to Copen
hagen, I am now fully convinced that we must go 
on with the Congress, as scheduled, trusting that 
the shipping lines can provide transportation for 
all who wish to go. Please write Mr. Porter Routh 
at once for instructions as to procedure. His ad
dress is 127 Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville, 
Tennessee.

soil. It was held at the First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, and was state-wide, but went far beyond 
Texas in scope as there were groups from every 
state in the Convention territory. Many Southern 
Baptist leaders, including the members of the 
south-wide committee on Evangelism were pres
ent.

The attendance objective was 2,000 pastors and 
500 gospel singers. We do not know the exact 
count, but an estimate of 5,500 was made of the 
total attendance. At the two evening services the 
great auditorium of the First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, was filled to over-flowing. People stood 
three and four deep for two and one-half hours. 
The basement, where loud speakers facilitated 
hearing, was filled.

All of the one hundred fourteen associations in 
Texas have set dates for simultaneous revivals in 
1947. Emphasis in the conference was on preach
ing, praying, and methods for these revivals, and 
prayers were offered continually that a south-wide 
program on evangelism would be adopted at the 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in 
May.—C. E. Matthews.

Local Option On Beer Urged 
By Baptists

Upper Cumberland Baptist Pastors' Conference, 
representing 253 churches with a membership of 
42,393 in 16 counties, has adopted a resolution 
urging state legislators to "actively support and 
urge the passage of the local option bill on beer 
which has been introduced in the legislature.”

The resolution asked the support of the bill 
"because of the firm conviction that in a demo
cratic country the people ought to have the right 
to decide whether or not they want beer sold in 
their respective communities.”

Copies of the resolution were sent to represen
tatives from Overton, Putman, Cannon, White, 
DeKalb, Van Buren, Wilson, Fentress, Jackson, 
Cumberland, Smith, Warren, Clay, Morgan, Roane 
and Pickett Counties.

(Editor's Note: The local option bill ought 
to be adopted and we hope that the legislature 
may be influenced to do it, if its mind is not al
ready made up on the matter).

Appreciation of Friends
We, W. E. Northrup and wife, Lillie Northrup, 

were married April 17, 1902. Both of us were 
backsliders but renewed our faith in August of the 
same year and began working for the Lord. We 
started to church at Texas Grove and there we 
received many blessings, the Lord seeing fit to give 
us a new church.

My job then as travelling salesman carried me 
to many localities in which we belonged to many 
churches, such as: Lenoir City, Pleasant Hill, 
Madisonville, Union Fork, Daisy, Woodland 
Park, Clifton Hill, Morris Hill, Calvary and Mile 
Straight Baptist, of which I am a member now.

From which churches named above we received 
many blessings. Before I became ill I was active 
in teaching, acting as Superintendent of Sunday 
schools and serving on the Deacon Board.

Because of a longer stay at Calvary Baptist, 
naturally I had a better hold and did more things 
for Christ’s Kingdom. I was the teacher of the 
Men’s Bible Class for six or seven years with a 
wonderful success. Brother McMahan is a very 
good friend of ours as well as his wife, Mrs. 
McMahan, and I don’t think Calvary Baptist could 
have chosen a better pastor.

These churches and friends have been a wonder
ful help in a financial way and also spiritual way 
since both of us are in bad health and are unable 
to attend church. Our church friends come to our 
home and have services regularly for which we 
thank them and thank God for them.—Mr. AND 
Mrs. W. E. Northrup, Route 2, Hixson, Ten
nessee.

Great Evangelistic Conference
J^ECENTLY there was held what the writer be- 

v lieves to have been the greatest evangelistic 
conference ever conducted on Southern Baptist

11 w ■■■ ■■■ hi ■■■ ■■■ hi i,i i,i i^,i i,i iBi m m »>i iy n ■■■

MIDDLE GROUND
•

, An Ohio Pastor recently inquired “Would you fight as hard against 
, Rightist Reactionarism as you have fought against Leftist Rad

icalism?” The answer is an emphatic YES.
We can imagine exactly that reversal, but it is still a long way off. 

’ Freedom’s present peril is leftist radicalism, not reactionarism, and 
’ it is with NOW we must first deal.
> The nation has been pushed so far left of center that concerted 
, effort will be required for a long time, to get back to Middle Ground 
, —the ground where capital F Freedom takes root—the ground to 

which Christian Leaders are dedicated.
Communists, Redists, Fascists, Socialists and advocates of other- 

’ forms of pagan stateism, push leftward frantically. Some few who 
• lack perspective may be hoping for a return of laissez-faire, the roar- 
► ing twenties, control by Wall Street or some other anti-social dream- 
, child. But this Crusade champions the Middle Ground where rights 
, and responsibilities go hand in hand—including the rights and re

sponsibilities of Freedom.
If you share our convictions and concerns about root Freedom, let 

’ us send you our monthly Bulletin and tracts for parish distribution 
• in your church. Just sign below and you will hear from us promptly.

SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION
' (Since 1934)

Los Angeles “ Chicago New York
Advisory Committee Chairman, DONALD J. COWLING, President Carleton College 1909-1945;
ROGER W. BABSON, Statistician ; WILLIAM F. BRAASCH, Board of Trustees, American Medical 

, Association; UPTON CLOSE, Author, Commentator; ELY CULBERTSON. Author, Lecturer; CARY
EGGLESTON, Physician ; DE WITT EMERY, Founder National Small Business Men’s Association;

, JAMES W. FIFIELD, JR., Founder and Director Spiritual Mobilization, Minister First Congregational 
Church of Los Angeles ; EDGAR J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar, Author; THEODORE GRAEBNER, 

► Professor Theology, Author; ALFRED P. HAAKE, Economist, Lecturer; ALBERT W. HAWKES, 
United States Senator; SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, Missionary; RUPERT HUGHES, Author: RUFUS

• B. VON KLEINSMID, Chancellor University of Southern California; ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, 
President California Institute of Technology; FELIX MO'RLEY, Author, Editor; ALFRED NOYES, 

’ Author; NORMAN VINCENT PEALE, Clergyman ; NORRIS POULSON, Congressman ; LEONARD 
E. READ, President Foundation for Economic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GORDON SPROUL, 
President University of California; JOHN J. TIGERT, President University of Florida; RAY 
LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor Leland Stanford University.

RICH PRINTING CO. • *
417 Commerce Street

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

PRINTERS—PUBLISHERS '

A modern plant catering to all types 
of printing for over 50 years.

SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION
► Title Guarantee — Dept. TZ & RZ Los Angeles 13, Calif*

► I am a minister and in sympathy with your Crusade for Spiritual Freedom. Place me on your 
Representative List to receive your publications. <

’ NAME ___________________________________________________ T__________________________________________

1 CHURCH ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
<

’ STREET _________________________________1___________________________________________________

' CITY __________________________________________  STATE _______________*________________________
► (If you are not a clergyman, clip and send this column to your minister) 

<►
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A Report On Australia
By M. E. Dodd

IVTy PREACHING TOUR in the Southwest Pacific 
during the latter part of 1946 brought to 

fruition a lifetime desire to preach Christ and 
win some souls on every continent of the globe.

This tour which added twenty-five thousand 
miles to my flying record, through Honolulu, 
Canton Island, The Fiji Islands, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand and Australia, was a continuous 
series of thrilling experiences. In every place 
people came in large numbers and many definite 
decisions for salvation or consecration and for 
full time Christian service were registered.

Twelve years ago, when Mrs. Dodd and I 
stopped in Honolulu on our Mission Tour around 
the world, we found only one little Baptist 
church recently organized. While there this 
time in Company with Dr. C. Oscar Johnson of 
St. Louis, who was returning from a special mis
sion to Japan, I was privileged to see three strong 
Baptist churches among the many that have been 
established during these twelve years. We visited 
the Baptist Book Store and Headquarters, and the 
Baptist Student Union of the Islands. It turns 
out again that the wrath of man which ran our 
Foreign Missionaries out of China has accrued 
to the Glory of God in the great increase of our 
Baptist work in the Hawaiian Islands.

I reached Australia in time to attend some ses
sions of three of their Annual State Conventions 
or Assemblies, as they call them. The New South 
Wales Assembly was in session in Sidney when 
I arrived by Tasmanan Airlines from Aukland, 
New Zealand. I reached Brisbane by Skymaster 
in time for the last session of the Queensland 
Assembly, and had the privilege of attending all 
the sessions of the State Assembly of Tasmania 
in the City of Launceston.

These Assemblies are smaller in attendance 
than our Southern State Conventions but much 
the same in program and purpose. They are not 
as hurried as ours—each one covering a full 
week. They have a great many devotional periods, 
have a preaching service every night and close 
the Assembly with the observance of the Lord’s 
supper.

I had preaching engagements in Melbourne, 
the capital of Victoria, and in Adelaide, which is 
the capital of South Australia, but got there too 
late for their Assemblies.

The Baptists of Australia with approximately 
40,000 members, rank fifth in membership among 
the Christian bodies of the Commonwealth; the 
order being, Church of England, Roman Catholic, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist. Australian 
Baptists are deeply spiritual and earnestly devout. 
According to our Southern Baptist standards, we 
would say they are very far behind in their meth
ods of work and in evangelism. Practically all 
of their Sunday Schools meet Sunday afternoon 
and include only children and young people. 
Their young people operate as Epworth Leagues 
and meet during week nights.

Each State Assembly gave more attention than 
usual to the subject of Evangelism and some of 
them organized and laid out plans for three and 
five year Evangelistic campaigns.

In New Zealand, I found the Baptist Cause 
much the same as in Australia, the churches 
having some ten thousand members in a popula
tion of 1,600,000. I had only a brief time in 
that Dominion but enjoyed my preaching en
gagements in Audkland, Wellington, Christ 
Church, Dunedin, and a few other places.

In every place I found deep interest in our 
Southern Baptist work and ways. They asked 
many questions but there were two which came 
out in every place; namely, (1) What accounts 
for the numbers and strength of Southern Bap
tists? and (2) What is the situation of Negroes 
in the South?

My answer to the first question was: "Southern

Baptists are numerous and strong; (1) —Because 
of their fidelity to the Evangelical faith of the 
New Testament; and, (2)—Because of their 
faithfulness in the Evangelistic task.” This an
swer interested them very much because they 
could see how the same thing or the lack of it 
had operated in their country. In Sidney, for 
example, Dr. C. J. Tinsley, Vice-President of 
the Baptist World Alliance, has held forth as 
pastor of one church for forty-four years in a 
great Evangelical and Evangelic ministry, the 
spirit of which has permeated all of the Baptist 
work in that section. As a result, nearly half 
of the Baptists of Australia are in and around 
Sidney and they are orthodox, evangelistic and 
missionary. In other sections of Australia, where 
modern criticism and rationalism have prevailed, 
the Evangelical spirit has been blighted and there 
are fewer Baptists than there were 25 years ago.

Baptist*
UtA

(* and that means you)

SOlfflim BAPTIST HANDBOOK
1946

Wkat you (^et
Record of every church in Southern. Baptist Convention 
Directories of state and Southwide mission boards 
Full listing of home and foreign missionaries 
Pertinent facts on Baptist schools, colleges, 

hospitals, orphanages
Calendar of activities for 1947

Why you it
Convenienf arrangement of all facts and figures in one 

volume
Over 450 pages packed with information not available 

elsewhere
Reliable data of year-round significance to Baptists

Who- will uAe it
Pastors, evangelists, and pulpit committals
Local church workers and leaders
State, associational, and Southwide workers.

SO. . . ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY1

1946 Southern Baptist Handbook
EDITED BY PORTER W. ROUTH—$1.50

Raptut QggJz Stogie
Memphis, Shelby County Chattanooga Serves Ocoee

Knoxville, Knox County Nashville, rest of the state

In answering the second question, many seemed 
surprised that white Baptists and Negro Baptists 
in the South are organized in separate Conven
tions. In at least one place, one prominent 
Baptist leader said, "It was my impression that 
practically all Negroes are Baptists and that was 
the reason Southern Baptists were so numerous.” 
They were surprised also to hear about how deep 
is the understanding, fellowship and cooperation 
between Negro and white Baptists in the South. 
All they hear or read about our racial relation
ships is the sensational stories of lynchings.

I come home with the conviction deeply 
strengthened concerning the manifest destiny and 
imperative message and mission of Southern 
Baptists.

So far as known, I am the only Southern 
Baptist to visit those countries; and the people 
were so cordial in their welcome, so generous in 
their hospitality, intellectually and spiritually, as 
well as otherwise, and so eager to learn and 
profit by our ways that I join them in the ex
pressed hope that other Southern Baptist preachers 
may visit them from time to time.
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EAST TENNESSEE
Evangelistic Conference

BROADWAY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Knoxville, Tennessee

March 31 -- April 1-2

T. L. HOLCOMB

Masterful Preaching
PREACHERS 

Roland Q. Leavell 
Chas. W. Pope 

E. L. Williams 
D. A. Jackson 
R. G. Lee 
Sam F. Lowe 
Henry Stokes, Jr. 
J. D. Grey 
W. R. Pettigrew 
T. L. Holcomb 

James Sullivan

DEVOTIONAL 
LEADERS

Clyde Wydick 
E. T. Moseley 
C. C. Billingsly 
F. M. Dowell, Jr. 
Albert S. Hale 
Udell Smith

CONFERENCE 
LEADERS

Sam Lowe 
L. B. Cobb 
Sterling Price 
D. N. Livingstone 
Frank Wood

ROBERT G. LEE

“IT IS TIME” Hosea 10:12 « *
This conference has grown out of a consciousness of the dire need of a spiritual awakening. No one will 

question the need for Christ in this hour. There is an indication throughout the South of a great Evange
listic Crusade. Therefore, let us take advantage of this Conference in stirring up the gift that is within us.

It is our hope that every preacher, Educational Director, Choir Director and many laymen and women will 
attend this soul-stirring conference. Many such conferences are being held—they are God inspired and 
Spirit endued— Let us, with the help of God, make this one the best.

CHURCHES!
ATTENTION!

C. W. POPE

Make it possible for your pastor to at
tend. It will be the best investment you 
have made in a long time. Let the Treas
urer, the deacons or some other interested 
group see to it that his expenses are paid. 
We are going to provide rooms in homes 
for all who need this accommodation. . . 
Write Lawrence Trivette, Cherokee Build
ing, Knoxville, Tenn., for reservations. 
State what you want, Hotel or home. We 
will do our best to help.

ROLAND Q. LEAVELL
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