
baptist andBcflcctor
“SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE”

Volume 113 THURSi

JOURNAL TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION

February 27, 1947 Number 9

Outfall
Before I was born MY CHURCH gave to my parents ideals of 

life and love that made my home a place of strength and beauty.
MY CHURCH enriched my childhood with the Romance and Re

ligion and the lessons of life that have woven into the texture 
of my soul. Sometimes I seem to have forgotten and then, 
when else I might surrender to foolish and futile ideals of life, 
the truths MY CHURCH taught become radiant, insistent, and 
inescapable.

In the stress and storm of adolescense MY CHURCH heard the 
surge of my soul and She guided my footsteps by lifting my 
eyes toward the stars.

When first my heart knew the strange awakenings of love MY 
CHURCH taught me to chasten and spiritualize my affections; 
She sanctified my marriage and blessed my home.

When my heart was seamed with sorrow, and I thought the sun 
could never shine again, MY CHURCH drew me to the Friend 
of all the Weary and whispered to me the hope of another morn
ing, eternal and tearless.

When my steps have slipped and I have known the bitterness of 
sin, MY CHURCH has believed in me and wooingly She has 
called me back to live within the heights of myself.

Now have come the children dearer to me than life itself and MY 
CHURCH is helping me to train them for all joyous and clean 
and Christly living.

MY CHURCH calls me to Her heart. She asks my service and my 
loyalty. She has a right to ask it! I will help her to do for 
others what She has done for me. In this place in which I live, 
I will help Her keep aflame and aloft the torch of a living faith.

—William Henry Buddy.

Quoted in the Bulletin of the First Baptist Church of Alamo, Tenn., J. Paul Palmer, Pastor
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EDITORIA

The Position of Repentance

JESUS KNOWS whether repentance preceds faith or faith precedes 
repentance. The order He indicates is the order that should be 

followed in presenting them. He said to certain Jews that they "re
pented not afterward, that ye might believe him’’ (Matt. 21:32). 
According to Christ, repentance preceds faith and is necessary to it.

When scripture brings the two together, repentance is placed 
first. Note the following examples: "Repent ye, and believe the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15); "repentance ... believe on him” (Acts 19:4); 
"repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Acts 20:21); "repentance from dead works . . . faith toward God” 
(Heb. 6:1). The order which scripture reveals had better be ob
served in reference to these things.

True, there is a historical faith in the existence of God which 
precedes faith (Heb. 11:1), but this kind of faith never saves one. 
When it comes to saving faith in Christ, repentance precedes it. 
This fact should be observed when speaking of these things in rela
tion to each other. Even if in experience the two cannot be chrono
logically separated, the distinction which scripture makes should be 
followed when presenting them.

Yet sometimes one reads a brother who is as sound as a dollar 
on salvation by grace who makes the mistake of listing the conditions 
of salvation thus: "1. Believe. 2. Repent etc.” Brethren ought to 
learn to use "sound speech that cannot be condemned.”

The error of the brother just referred to is an inadvertent error 
in listing by a brother who is otherwise sound. But if some man 
puts saving faith before repentance and makes this order an inter
pretative principle and test and constructs his gospel upon it as a 
part of his foundation, then know of a certainty that his scheme of 
salvation has a screw loose in it somewhere. Invariably he will be 
found introducing some condition or conditions of salvation which 
scripture does not present as conditions, which may be baptism, or 
church membership, or something else inconsistent with the plan 
of salvation by grace.

Observe and preserve the redemptive order which the inspired 
Word of God indicates: "Repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

It is with narrow-souled people as with narrow-necked bottles 
.... the less they have in them, the more noise they make when 
pouring it out.—POPE.

Early Years of Baptist and Reflector
By Editor O. W. Taylor

[At the editor’s meeting in Long Beach, Calif., Feb. 13, 14, 1947, 
the editors of the several state papers were asked to prepare and pre
sent to the body manuscripts not exceeding 200 words giving the 
early years of the publication of their papers. 'The article covering 
Baptist and Reflector follows.)

Tn January 1835, R. B. C. Howell, native of North Carolina and 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Nashville, Tenn., began pub

lishing "The Baptist.” For a short while a few years later, it was, 
consolidated with "The Baptist Banner,” a Kentucky paper.

The General Association of Middle Tennessee and North Ala
bama accepted, in 1846, the offer to take over "The Baptist” and J. R. 
Graves, native of Vermont, became associate editor and the name 
was changed to “The Tennessee Baptist.” In 1848, Graves became 
sole editor and in time changed the name back to "The Baptist.”

O. C. Pope, Morristown, Tenn., began publishing "The Baptist 
Reflector” in 1874. J. M. Robertson bought "The Baptist Sun” from 
G. A. Nunnally, Rome, Ga., moved it to Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
named it "The American Baptist.” In 1882, he bought "The Baptist 
Reflector” and combined it with the other paper, forming "The 
American Baptist Reflector.”

In 1888, E. E. Folk bought "The American Baptist Reflector” and 
in 1889 effected a consolidation with "The Baptist,” forming the 
present "Baptist and Reflector.”

Thus Baptist and Reflector combines noble elements from 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Vermont, Alabama and Georgia.

Praise To God

TNE BEAUTY of spring is the beauty of God, 
The wondrous works of heaven;

The beautiful fields, the fertile sod, 
All these our Lord has given.

s What wonders in this world of ours
That God for us hath made!
The blanket of exquisite flowers 
That for us He hath laid.

I thank Thee, God, for this great earth,
And then to Thee we go;
We leave the world for a new birth, 
We leave the world below.

We leave this earth of our, O God, 
For a land that is much greater;
Knowing that friends who earth still trod
Shall follow us yet later. ’ fl

Thy Word is beautiful, O Lord, ' 'g
More so than earth could be;
I shall always believe Thy Word, 
More beautiful than this earth, to me!

—David Bishop

(Editor’s Note: This poem was sent by Miss Barbara Park, mem
ber of the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn., who says 
that David is a teen-age boy who is a faithful Christian.)



Behavior In the Face of Subversive Trends
By O. W. Taylor

(An address on the program of The Southern Baptist Press Association, Long Beach, Calif., Feb. 13, 14, 1947)

The word subversive means having a tendency to overthrow 
or ruin, to overthrow from the foundation. Our subject as

sumes the fact of subversive trends. They should be recognized.
Once when Nelson, later Lord Nelson, was told by his command

ing officer to fire on a certain military target, he put the field glass 
to his blind eye and said, "I can’t see it.” Rosy, unreasoning human 
optimism does this in relation to subversive trends.

By contrast, I am reminded of the man behind whose inside hat
band a prankster hid some Limburger cheese. Unable to locate or 
get rid of the scent, the man finally burst into tears and exclaimed, 
"Oh, the whole world stinks!” Black, unreasoning earthly pessi
mism sees nothing but subversive trends.

Editors should be realists, seeing things as they are. But when 
they are, they are bound to recognize the fact of subversive trends.

I. Subversive Trends Itemized

I mention four trends which I consider to be subversive. Ob
viously, the time limits permit only a sketch of them.

1. A Subversive Trend Morally. There is a considerable amount 
of teaching and textbooks today by which even acts in the forbidden 
zone of life are excused on the ground of personal liberty and prefer
ence and are invested with no more moral significance than satisfy
ing the hunger for food. There is a tendency to determine the right
ness or wrongness of moral acts by their social effects rather than by 
reference to the revealed will and command of God from obedience 
to which good social effects follow and from the violation of which 
bad social effects follow. There is a widespread trend which grounds 
ethics in what man thinks and sees and does instead of what God 
things and commands. Carried far enough, this trend would ruin 
the country. Desperately needed is the development of that deep 
moral concept which is grounded in the authoritative Ten Com
mandments centered in "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,” spell
ed with capitals.

2. A Subversive Trend Politically. Caution: I am speaking in 
terms of neither the Democratic party nor the Republican party, 
but of a trend which has exponents in both parties. Dr. O. P. Gil
bert, who for whom I am substituting, well said not long ago: "States
men and statesmanship have been succeeded by politicians and poli
tics respectively.” The times are witnessing a tendency to depart 
from honest, rugged Americanism in favor of so-called "liberal 
democracy.” Radicals are so encouraged in certain areas that some 
men get by with the same dictatorship as that against which our 
boys were told they fought in the war. My wife and I have a be
loved boy whose body is sleeping in Normandy today because of that 
war. -Our boy died for Americanism, but not for the isms which 
are being proposed as a substitute for it. Sometimes government is 
so keyed to political opportunism that we do not know whether to 
believe what it says or not and it puts high pressure on the courts 
or packs the courts to achieve its ends. There is desperately needed 
that deep, honest and rugged American conception of "government 
of the people, by the people, and for the people,” and not for a 
special class against other classes.

3. A Subversive Trend Socially and Economically. We have 
come to the day when certain men seem to take a special delight in 
slurring capitalism and the profit motive as if they were inherently 
or necessarily wrong. They do this notwithstanding the fact that 
the highest standard of living on earth is found under the capitalis
tic economy and notwithstanding the fact that Christianity has made 
its greatest advance under the same system. These critics derive 

their support from the system which they so bitterly condemn. They 
live like capitalists while bemeaning capitalism. Abuses there are, 
to be sure, as under any system, but these are individual, not the 
definitive marks of the system itself. One great trouble with this trend 
is that it is keyed to the denial of certain great Bible teachings which 
are basic to spirituality and to a stable society.

In other years, Emma Goldman abused the hospitality of America 
while trying to undermine America. Then, as was right, she was 
deported to a land beyond the sea which she had held up as a social r 
paradise. And it was reported that after she had been over there 
six months she said that she had rather be in jail in America as to 
be free in that country. There are some reds and pinks and their 
fellow travelers over here who need to learn the same lesson.

4. Subversive Trend Religiously. One phase of this is making 
the kingdom of God mean a socialized state, a co-operative common
wealth. But if all the property and wealth in the country were re
distributed and all given an equal share and if whites and Negroes 
were integrated and a co-operative commonwealth were brought in 
on this basis, it would not be the kingdom of God. The kingdom 
of God would be in the commonwealth if there were Christians in 
it, but that commonwealth would not be the kingdom. The kingdom 
is identifiable with no socio-political commonwealth.

There is a great depreciation of doctrine by some who say that 
the main thing is the life. Little do they realize that, directly or in
directly, sound doctrine is basic to sound living.

Many depreciate the ordinances of the church and let down the 
- bars around them. The trouble with this is that it may signalize an 

already accomplished weakening on or lead to a weakening on the 
great truths symbolized by the ordinances.

And then, the bee of unionism keeps buzzing in the bonnet of 
the "broad’ ’and they work assiduously to bring in the so-called "ecu
menical church.” My honest judgment is that if by their "findings” 
and their various "councils” and their maneuvers they should suc
ceed in bringing in this "church,” it would in time make as unfavor
able a history as the Roman Catholic Church.

n. Subversive Trends Editorialized

What shall be the editorial behavior in the face of these sub
versive trends? I make three suggestions.

1. Stay on the Biblical Foundation. Study and saturate your
selves with the scriptures. They are the key to the right interpre
tation of current events and the test for determining the truth or 
falsity of trends or movements which come along. The Word of 
God is the greatest deterrent to subversive trends.

2. Secure Interpretative Information. From all possible sources 
procure information which shows the character of current trends. 
Then you can know whereof you speak and be fair in your writings. 
The editor must always be fair. Then also your readers can be in
telligently instructed for or against a given trend.

3. Sound out the Proclamation. Sound out the Word of God 
first as basic to all else. Expose subversive trends in the light of the 
Word of God. This exposure is the negative aspect. The negative 
is necessary, but it is especially important to "accentuate the posi
tive.” Set forth sound and solid truth. "If the trumpet give an un
certain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?” People 
look to their editors for guidance. Let us not fail them.

"So n of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning 
from me!’



Why I Am A Baptist
By W. A. Boston, Pastor First Baptist Church, Union City, Tenn.

(Stenographically transcribed and requested to be published by the church 
upon the recommendation of the deacons, C. P. Merryman, Chairman)

The message, that I bring this morning, certainly, is not by way 
of criticism of anything but rather a prayer of blessing for all 
people who attempt to exalt Christ; a message to try to enlighten and 

teach our own own people why we are what we are and why we 
believe what we believe. I shall read for my text the entire Epistle 
of Jude, calling your attention especially to the third verse which 
reads: "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the 
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto yoii and ex
hort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith that was once 
delivered unto the saints.”

I would point out in the very beginning of this message that I 
think it is essential for people to believe something, and for what 
people believe, I say to you, they will die. Someone has said that 
what a man thinks he may change his mind about, but what he be
lieves becomes a part of him and is reflected in his living and in his 
daily life. Thus the writer of Jude reiterates "I gave all diligence 
to write unto you of a COMMON salvation.” The word COMMON 
as used here, is not used in a derogatory sense, nor it is used to mini
mize the importance or lessen the greatness of the faith of which he 
speaks. He did not use the word COMMON in the sense that it is 
cheap, little or insignificant but used the word COMMON in the 
sense that it applies to all men; men of all classes, all races and all 
nations. Thus, I point out to you that God’s word teaches a COM
MON plan of salvation for all men.

Thus, whether we are Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Catho
lics, or whatever faith we embrace, so far as Church affiliation is 
concerned, these institutions as such do not save us ncr have they 
a saving message unless they present Christ as the way of life. I am 
sure that there are saved people in all Churches of various faiths but 
I go further to say that regardless of Church affiliation, .they must 
be saved by the COMMON salvation of which Jude spoke.

I
In the first place, I am a Baptist because I believe in "Thus saith 

the Lord.” I believe the Bible is our sole guide and our only source 
of authority. I further believe that God’s word constitutes our Ar
ticles of Faith and is the only creed that Baptist people possess. 
There is no ministry, there is no power or combinations of power 
that has any authority to give to the people of the world what they 
contend is a proper creed or Articles of Faith, except these be sub
stantiated by the plain teaching of the Word of God.

I am a Baptist because Baptists believe that the Bible is the Holy 
Word of God, that it is the divinely inspired Word of God from 
Genesis to Revelation. I believe God gave it to us for our instruc
tion, for reproof, for correction and for inspiration and it reveals 
to us God as our redeemer, Christ as our Saviour and the Holy Spirit 
as our guide. I believe the Bible, as the inspired word of God, is 
the only source of authority that any man has to offer for the life 
that he lives and for the way in which he lives it.

It is very common today to hear people say that one way is as 
good as another and that one belief is as good as another so long as 
men are honest in what they believe. To this erroneous philosophy 
of men I submit the fact that God’s word plainly points out but one 
plan of salvation.

According to our text this morning, there is a way of salvation 
COMMON to all men and that COMMON way of salvation is by 
God’s Grace, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and regardless 
of men’s theories, regardless of their philosophy, regardless of ritual
ism and ceremony, there is but one hope of everlasting life to all 
people of all the world. May we notice some scripture concerning 
this fact:

John 5:24—"Verily, Verily I say unto you, he that heareth my 
word and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life and 

shall not come into condemnation but is past from death unto life.” 
Ephesians 2:8-10—"For by grace are you saved, through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not of works lest any man 
should boast, for we are his workmanship created in Christ ]esus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.” John 10:1—"Verily, Verily, I say unto you, he that 
entereth not by the door into the sheepfold but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.”

Let us notice, briefly, some of the ways in which people are try
ing to enter into life eternal and let us see how inconsistent these 
ways are with the plain teaching of the Word of God. One man 
says "Church membership will do” but whenever and wherever the 
Church is spoken of in the New Testament, it has reference to peni
tent, baptized (immersed) believers in Jesus Christ, so he who 
would attempt to enter through church membership is a thief and 
a robber. Another man may say that Baptism is sufficient, but I sub
mit to you the fact, this morning, that a man may be baptized until 
he is as webfooted as a duck but, if there has been no genuine re
pentance because of sin and faith in Jesus Christ as THE way of 
life, he simply went in as a dry sinner and came out a wet sinner, 
for there is but one Mediator between God and man and that is the 
Man, Christ Jesus.

II.
I am a Baptist because 1 believe in the universality of sin. I be

lieve that God’s word teaches that man is born in sin and if, man is 
born in sin and God is a righteous God, then there must be a change 
in a sinful man’s life before he can ever stand in the presence of a 
righteous God who will brook no sin. Often times men are prone 
to hook their thumbs in their vests and say, "Well, you know, preach
er, I’m a pretty good fellow. You have people down there in the 
Church who are far greater sinners than I.” This indeed, is a ter
rible indictment against the Church and the tragedy is that, often 
times, it is true; but, despite that fact let me point out to you how 
sinful all men are.

Romans 3:23—"For alb have sinned and come short of the glory 
of -God.” Psalms 51:5—"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.” Romans 5:12—"Wherefore as by 
one man, sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so death passed 
upon all men for that all have sinned.”

III.
1 am a Baptist because I believe that since God gave to us a 

common way of salvation, He, likeivise, provided that He, through 
His grace, would save us and keep us saved. This particular Baptist 
belief is referred to as the doctrine of the the security of the be
liever. Call it what you may, security of the believer or whatever 
you may choose to call it, I am a Baptist because I believe that God, 
through Christ, saves and keeps us saved for all time and through 
all eternity.

John 10:28—"And 1 give unto them eternal life and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand, my 
Father which gave them me is greater than all, and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” Romans 8:1—"There is, 
therefore, now, no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit.” Romans 8:33-34— 
"lOo shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea 
that is risen again who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.”

How secure, then, is the believer in Christ—just as secure as the 
eternal promises of God.

(Continued on Page 5)



Some of you will say, "Do you mean to say by that, Brother Bos
ton, that people saved by Grace, through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, never sin?’’ Not at all for I have never found anyone in all 
this world growing any angelic wings, but all sins may be covered 
by the blood of Christ and God said, "When I see the blood, I will 
pass over you. I will take your sins as far away from you as the 
East is from the West and will remember them against you no more.’’ 
"Do you mean to say that a man can be saved today and if he sins 
tomorrow he will not lose his salvation?" you ask. If that is possible, 
if, today, you can be saved and tomorrow by sinning you lose your sal
vation, then there is not a soul down here to whom I am speaking— 
there isn’t a soul, anywhere in all the world, who will ever be saved.

You say, "What happens, then, when man sins?’’ The same thing 
happens to God’s children when they disobey that happens to an 
earthly child for disobendience to his or her parents; "for those whom 
the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth, and if ye are without chastisement then are ye bastards 
and not sons.” If you are saved by faith in Jesus Christ and go on 
in deliberate and wilful sin God will bring you back to submission 
by laying the heavy hand of chastisement upon you.

IV.
1 am a Baptist because I believe that this salvation by grace 

through faith will produce Christian works as evidence of our sal
vation. I believe every soul born of the Spirit of God will live a 
life that will witness to the world of their faith in Christ. Those 
who make loud professions and boast of their membership in some 
church and yet continue in their sins of disobedience have, in my 
humble judgment, never known the meaning of God’s grace and 
know nothing of regeneration as taught by Christ.

Jesus, himself, said, "Why call you me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things I have commanded you?" Many nominal Christians re
mind me of the familiar story concerning Negro Mose and the ham. 
It was Christmas time and Mose knew that the Master had several 
fine hams hanging in the smokehouse. After the lights had been 
turned out and the master had gone to bed Mose proceeded to the 
smokehouse, climbed upon on an old salt barrel and was attempting 
to secure one of these hams from its place on the rafter. The bar
rel turned over, and as a result of the loud noise the master came 
running to see about the disturbance. He quickly sized up the situ
ation and said, "Mose, I see that you have gotten yourself a ham.” 
The surprised darkie replied: "No Sar, boss, I never did quite get 
a hold of that ham.” And though it is not my responsibility to 
judge, yet when I see the indifference, unconcern and sin on the part 
of many so called church members, I cannot help but wonder if 
they have ever gotten hold of the meaning of Ged’s grace.

V.
I am a Baptist because I believe that Christ instituted the Church 

out of the material prepared by John the Baptist during his personal 
ministry. In that connection I believe that there is now, always has 
been, and always will be a church of like faith and order as Christ 
instituted. I remind you this morning that these churches were not 
called by any denominational name but were indicated by such terms 
as "The Church at Jerusalem,” "The Church at Corinth,” "The 
Church at Ephesus” etc.; they were the ecclesia, the called-out people, 
the separated people. I am saying that I believe there has been 
from the day of Christ, and there always will be until he comes 
again, groups of penitent, baptized believers who hold the teachings 
of the New Testament as their sole guide. The only way that we can 
identify the New Testament Church is by the doctrines set forth in 
the New Testament, thus, basing cur convictions on the Bible, we 
as Baptist people, believe that the Baptist Faith is a proper interpre
tation of the Doctrines of the New Testament Church.

VI.
Z am a Baptist because 1 believe he gave to this institution, the 

Church, two ordinances and that only the church has any right or 
authority..to administer.these ordinances, w/dch are, namely.. Baptism
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and the Lord’s Supper. Let us look first at the ordinance of Baptism. 
We believe that Baptism is an act of immersion of a penitent be
liever by the proper authority, purely as a symbol of that believer’s 
faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We be
lieve that baptism is purely an act of obedience on the part of one 
who is, already, saved rather than a part of or being essential to sal
vation. Some of our friends, however, raise a question concerning 
the scripture in Mark 16:16 which says, "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved but he that believeth not shall be con
demned,” and from this particular passage of scripture and two or 
three others similar to it, they attempt to teach baptismal regenra
tion. However, in the light of all the other scriptures of the New 
Testament which deal with the plan of salvation and make no men
tion of baptism except an act of obedience, it would seem extremely 
foolish to stumble over this one particular scripture. Men are bap
tized as an act of obedience because they have been saved and not 
in order to be saved. Thus believer’s baptism becomes one of the 
great keystones of Baptist Faith.

Concerning the second ordinance, which is the Lord’s Supper, 
Baptists are often severely criticized. Many people contend that 
since we are all Christians and going to the same place, let us have 
communion and fellowship together.

Let me point out that the word "communion” is a misnomer. 
The term is not communion but "The Lord’s Supper.” Paul said in 
substance, in the 16th chapter of 1 Corinthians, that if we had any 
communing to do, let us do that in our homes and that when we 
come together to partake of The Lord’s Supper, let us be sure that 
we discern the broken body and spilled blood of our Saviour. He 
further suggests that we must be in unity in our thinking. If we 
are to meet these two requirements, it goes without saying that men 
who believe in baptismal regeneration, infant baptism, church mem
bership salvation, etc., cannot scripturally sit at the Lord’s table with 
Baptist people who believe that salvation is wholly of faith through 
grace and that baptism and church membership are acts of obedi
ence on the part of the believer. To sum this position up in one 

' sentence is to say that Baptists are not narrow minded on the sub
ject of the Lord’s Supper but rather have some very definite convic
tions on what constitutes scriptural baptism and New Testament 
Church membership.

VIL
I am a Baptist because I believe that every man has a right to 

worship God according to the dictates of his own heart and as the 
Holy Spirit might lead him. As a Baptist if you know what you 
believe, and why you believe it, you will fight as quickly for the 
right of a Roman Catholic to worship God according to his belief 
as you would for a Baptist. I am not saying that what they believe 
is right but I am saying that as a Baptist people we are, and have 
been, the champions of religious liberty. Could it then be possible 
that men would label us as being narrow minded? I am convinced 
that there are many subtle forces in our world today that are trying 
to destroy this religious liberty in our nation and in our world and 
many of these forces talk very freely and with glowing platitudes 
about being broadminded in their religious dogma, when the fact 
of the matter is, according to their own beliefs and past history, 
should they gain the accendancy there would be no such thing as re
ligious liberty.

VIII.
In conclusion, 1 am a Baptist because I believe that Jesus Christ 

is coming back someday and will claim the New Testament Church 
as his Brides Rev. 21:2. To think that one day these people who 
have held true to the teachings of the Book, people who have con
tended earnestly for the faith, will one day be received by Jesus 
Christ as his Bride in all the power and glory of Heaven itself is 
indeed a challenge to every heart and to every Baptist to be true to 
our faith. I had rather be a member of a New Testament Church 
and a parr of the Bride of Christ than to be a member of anything 

: else in the world. I want to be at the wedding feast as a member 
of the Bridal party find not as a guest. / , : \ •
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The Conversion of Hudson Taylor 
As Told By C H. Spurgeon

V¥7hen John Newton used to preach, he always believed in the 
possibility of the salvation of the worst of his hearers; for he 

had been himself one of the vilest of the vile. When he was very 
old, and they said, "Dear Mr. Newton, you are too old to preach; 
you had better not go into the pulpit now,” he said, "What! shall the 
old African blasphemer, who has been saved by grace, leave off 
preaching the gospel while there is breath in his body? Never.” I 
think while there is breath in the body of some of us, we must go 
on telling the Gospel; for, if it saved us, it can save the worst of 
sinners. We are bound to believe that even now Christ can save 
even the most horrible and the most vile.

"His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood availed for me.”

I know there are some Christian people who have drifted into 
the terribly wicked state of giving up their relatives as hopeless. 
There was a brother here, who is now in heaven, a good, earnest 
Christian man, whose son had treated him very shockingly indeed, 
and the father, justly indignant, felt it right to give his son up. He 
had often tried to help him, but the young man was so scandalous 
a scapegoat that I did not wonder that the old man turned him away.

But one night, as I was preaching here, I spoke in something 
like the same way in which I have spoken now; and the next morn
ing the old man’s arm was about his child’s neck. He could not 
help himself; he felt he must go and find his son, and seek again to 
reclaim him. It seemed to have been the appointed time for that 
boy’s salvation, for it pleased God that within a few months that 
son died, and he passed away with a good hope, through grace, that 
he had been brought to his Saviour’s feet by his father’s love. . If any 
of you have a very bad son, go after him, seeking, until by the grace 
of God, you shall find him. And you that have grown hopeless about 
your relatives, you must try not to give them up. If other people 
cast them off, you must not, for they are allied to you by the ties 
of blood. Seek them out. You are the best person in the world to 
seek them, and the most likely to find them, if you can believe that 
even now, when the worst has come to the worst, "even now,” al
mighty grace can step in, and save the lost soul.

Hudson Taylor—The Missionary Convert

Oh, that some here may have faith to claim at this moment the 
salvation of their friends! May desire be wrought into expectancy, 
and hope become certainty! Like Jacob at Jabbok, may we lay hold 
of God, saying, "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.” To 
such faith the Lord will give a quick response. He that will not be 
denied shall not be denied.

My friend, Hudson Taylor, who has done such a wonderful work 
for China, is an instance of this. Brought up in a godly home, he, 
as a young man, tried to imitate the lives of his parents, and failing 
in his strength to make himself better, he swung to the other ex
treme, and began to entertain skeptical notions. One day, when his 
mother was from home, a great yearning after her boy possessed 
her, and she went up to her room to plead with God that "even now" 
he would save him. If I remember aright, she said that she would 
not leave the room until she had the assurance that her boy would 
be brought to Christ.

At length her faith triumphed, and she rose quite certain that 
all was well, and that "even now" her son was saved. What was he 
doing at that time? Having half an hour to spare, he wandered into 
his father’s library, and aimlessly took down one book after another 
to find some short and interesting passage to divert his mind. He 
could not find what he wanted in any of the books; so seeing a nar
rative tract, he took it up with the intention of reading the story, 
and putting it down when the sermon part of it began. As he read, 
he came to the words "the finished work of Christ,” and almost at the 
very moment in which his mother, who was miles away, claimed his
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Pastor’s Second Anniversary
VV7e are so happy today that we can join ourselves together, one 

and all in saying "Congratulations!” dear pastor and family on 
this your second anniversary as shepherd and leader of the people of 
this Church and this community.

The average Sunday school attendance at the time our pastor 
came to thisfield was approximately 382, while the present average 
attendance is approximately 573, or an increase of fifty percent. The 
Training Union attendance has increased exactly one hundred per
cent, from an approximate average of 75, to the present number of 
150 average. The W.M.U. continues tC move forward by having ev
ery phase of the work in effect and by increasing the number of 
circles from five to seven.

Not only is it interesting to note the number of additions to the 
Church membership, but it is a very dependable indication of the 
development of the Master’s work. During the past two years our 
church has enjoyed an increase in membership of 352; 153 by bap
tism, 173 by letter and the remainder by/other ways used by the 
Baptist Church in receiving members.

In a financial way, we have again shown progress in a very big 
way. During these past two years our offerings have amounted to a 
total of $71,777.40 with $14,829-84 given to Missions. An addi
tional $6,000.00 was spent for local missions by the erection of our 
Mission on Grandview Avenue. A site for a Church pastorium and 
the lot adjacent to our Church on McCalla Avenue has been pur
chased.

Numerous improvements and additions have also been made to 
our present building, such as purchase of new organ, piano, carpet, 
choir robes, and fluorescent lights. In the way of remodeling, the 
office has been improved; the choir loft, Primary Department, Junior 
A Department remodeled, and the entire Church building painted 
inside.—Bulletin McCalla Avenue Baptist Church, Knoxville.

soul of God, light came into his heart. He saw that it was by the 
finished work of Christ that he was to be saved; and kneeling in his 
father’s library, he sought and found the life of God.

Some days afterwards, when his mother returned, he said to her, 
"I have some news to tell you. "Oh, I know what it is!” she an
swered, smiling, "You have given yourself to God.” "Who told 
you?” he asked, in astonishment. "God told me,” she said, and to
gether they praised him, who, at the same moment gave the faith to 
the mother, and the life to the son, and who has since made him 
such a blessing to the world. It was the mother’s faith, claiming the 
blessing, "even now,” that did it. I tell you this remarkable incident 
that many others may be stirred up to the same immediate and im
portunate desire for the salvation of their children and relatives. 
There are some things we must always pray for with submission as 
to whether it is the will of God to bestow them upon us: but for 
the salvation of men and women we may ask without fear. God de
lights to save and to bless; and when the faith is given to us to ex
pect an immediate answer to such a prayer, thrice happy are we. 
Seek such faith even now, I beseech you, "even now.”—Ashland 
Avenue Baptist.

GIVE THE BIBLE TO ALL THE WORLD 
by Giving to the

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY
*

Send gifts marked “For the American Bible Society” to 
Dr. Chas. W. Pope, Executive Secretary, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention/149 Sixth Ave., North, Nashville 3, Tenn.
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By RUSSELL BRADLEY JONES, Contributing Editor, CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
Neither the editor nor contributing editor necessarily concurs in the opinions expressed on this page unless so stated.

Sees Place For 
Bible In Schools
Baptist New Mexican

Some 1,400 New York public school 
teachers attending the annual lunch
eon of the Protestant teachers’ as
sociation were addressed by Super
intendent of Schools John E. Wade 
and Chaplain S. F. Bayne, Jr., of

Columbia University. Dr. Wade insisted that Bible selections, "not 
only because of their high moral value but because of their literary 
value,” might well occupy a place in the curriculums of public 
schools. The day may not be far off, he said, when Bible selections 
become as much a part of public school work as TOM SAWYER. 
Chaplain Bayne called for the teaching of basic principles of brother
hood and democracy by "free” teachers. He described as "a squab
ble that would be silly if it were not blasphemous” the recent dif
ferences over reciting the Lord's Prayer in local high school assem
blies.

(We have never been able to see that reading the Bible in the 
schools violates the principle of the separation of the church and the 
state. The Bible is not the church.—R.B.J.)

* * *

According to press reports the Army 
and Navy departments of the 
United States Government propose 
to press with all the vigor at their 
command their modified program 
of conscription, appealing to the 

eightieth Congress for a law which will require every ablebodied 
youth to enter military training for a period of six months. This 
proposal differs from die earlier plan of one year’s training only in 
the single matter of length of time. In all other respects it is con
scription according to the former formula. Against any such pro
posal there is a very great mass of American public opinion, and 
the reports that have been coming out of Europe and Asia during 
the last few weeks have discouraged everyone except the officials of 
the two departments most interested. So far as we have been able 
to discover, not one reporter outside of official army circles has 
failed to condemn in the strongest possible terms the policy of using 
teen-age draftees for police duty in the occupied countries. The 
evidence seems to be very conclusive to the effect that instead of 
"making men” out of these youngsters, the army has allowed the 
most shameful practices to go unchecked.

It is Still 
Conscription
Christian Advocate

The Movie Problem Moving pictures are a tremendous 
influence in the life of our young 

Ryland Knight in people. Sometime ago a question-
Religious Herald naire was sent out in New England

to teachers and parents asking the 
question, Which has the most in

fluence in the life of boys and girls, the home, the school, or the 
church? Person after person in answering the questionnaire 
scratched out all three—the home, the school, and the church—and 
wrote in the movies. Now many moving pictures are entertaining 
and enjoyable, and some of them are educational. But we can not 
close our eyes to the fact that some are morally objectionable. We 
know that many moving pictures are a corruption in the life of 
boys and girls. And so we pass an emphatic resolution. And no
body pays any attention to it. But the Roman Catholics do not pass 
a resolution. They organize the League of Decency’. They get tens 
of thousands of people to sign a pledge that they will not attend 
the movies that the officers of the League of Decency have declared 
to be objectionable. Then they carried these cards to the moving 
picture producers. They were talking about box office receipts. 
The Roman Catholics have done more to clean up the movies and 
have more influence than all the Protestants of America combined. 
Why? Because they proposed to overcome organized, capitalized, 
aggressive evil with organized, capitalized, aggressive good.

(Something MUST be done if our people are saved from this evil. 
And quickly!—R.B.J.)

♦ ♦ ♦

Missions . What are churches for but to pro
duce missionaries? What are Bible 

Prairie Overcomer Schools for but to train them?
What is money for but to send 
them? A newspaper clipping from 
a large American daily has been 

sent us reporting that from a very wealthy fundamental First Pres
byterian Church—with a membership of possibly 1,500—there has 
gone forth the second foreign missionary in 107 years. How can 
this church justify its existence? How little returns will the givers 
to this organization realize in heaven! What poor investors some 
saints are! But we should be very pitiful. Perhaps these saints have 
known nothing better. Can the reader imagine how quickly the 
churches of this continent could carry the gospel to the ends of the 
earth if they were but caught in the breath of revival?

(ALwy of us ought to get on our knees in confession and surrender 
after reading this.—R.B.J.)

* * *
Episcopalians Want 
Records Changed
Baptist Standard

In the recent convention of the 
Episcopal church held in Philadel
phia, a resolution was passed in
structing the Division of Christian 
Education to seek to have historic

What Can Save 
America?i

Between the Times
records changed concerning the 

founder of the Church of England. No one can censure decent 
Christians for blushing through a sense of shame when reading his
toric records stating that their church was founded by a divorcee 
and murderer, but it seems a bit childish for the bishops in 1946 to 
assume that merely changing the records would alter the facts in 
the case. In view of the humiliating historic record concerning the 
founder and facts, it seems that sanity would suggest that the bishops 
cease to make such high claims for the Church of England.

sibility of the people.

The only miracle that can save 
America from a severe and painful 
economic explosion during the next 
few years is an awakening to the 
fact that in a democracy everything 
finally rests upon the moral respon- 

Unfortunately such responsibility is at a very
low ebb today. Empty heads, empty hearts and empty churches re
veal that democracy is decaying at its roots. If we are to save our

(We say so, too!—R.B.J.)

democracy and restore its strength, we must fill our churches with 
people, our hearts with courage and our heads with truth. And it 
cannot be the twisted half-truths of the headlines, but the unchang
ing, relentless truths of God.

CT hops putting di straight.—R.B.J.)
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Southern Baptists and 
Foreign Missions

M. Theron Rankin, Executive Secretary 
E. C. ROUTH, Editor, The Commission

foeparttnent Student Work
' Rogers M. Smith, Secretary

Marjorie Howard, Office Secretary

Because of increased inflation and continued conflict between the Na
tionalists and Communists it is difficult to forecast developments in China. 
In spite of these difficulties, Chinese pastors and teachers, reinforced by 
Christian missionaries, are reaping rich spiritual harvests in evangelistic 
meetings, particularly among students in high schools and colleges. Our 
Southern Baptist missionary force, either in China or en route, now numbers 
112.

♦ # ♦

While many Chinese who fled west when the Japanese occupied eastern 
provinces in China are returning to their homes, there is a large and signifi
cant movement from the coast areas to West China. The economic value of 
West China was one of the discoveries of the recent war. This constitutes 
an unusual missionary opportunity.

♦ * *

One of the questions frequently asked is, “When will our missionaries 
be able to get back into Japan?” When transportation and housing facili
ties are more adequate and the problems coincident with military occupa
tion clear up we may expect permits for additional missionaries. General 
MacArthur’s recent message to President Newton of the Southern Baptist 
Convention reveals a sympathetic attitude. We have one missionary in 
Japan, Edwin Dozier, and two other missionaries have applied for pass
ports. Quite significant was the decision of Lutherans a few days ago to 
withdraw from the Kyodan or United Church of Japan, a policy already 
adopted by some of the evangelical denominations, and maintain its own 
distinctive missionary work. * * *

The appropriations of the Foreign Mission Board fot current missionary 
work in 1947 amount to $2,2^6,000, which is an increase of approximately 
$600,000 over 1946. Such a large increase was caused by the inflationary 
costs in most areas of the Board’s work. It was made possible only by the 
fact that the Southern Baptist Convention adopted a budget of $5,000,000 
for operating expenses of all southwide agencies in 1947. The Foreign 
Mission Board will receive 46 per cent of this, which amounts to $2,300,- 
000. It is no: probable that this increase can be maintained in 1948. The 
southwide budget for next year may be reduced to $4,000,000, in which case 
the Foreign Mission Board’s share will be $1,840,000. Although we may 
receive some additional income from capital funds, the Board must base 
its appropriations for current operations largely on the southwide budget 
for operating funds. This is a note of caution to all missions of our Board to 
project their 1947 expenditures with the probability in mind that reduc
tions must be made in the 1948 budgets.—M. T. RANKIN.

♦ ♦ ♦

In addition to his duties as superintendent of the Baptist Hospital in 
Chengchow, Dr. S. E. Ayers, on his return to China, will serve as medical 
advisor with Dr. B. J. Cauthen in a program of medical missions. By this 
arrangement rhe Board hopes to provide a channel through which the medical 
staffs of Baptist hospitals in China can do joint planning. We have long felt 
the need for more coordination in the planning for our medical undertaking. 
All Southern Baptist medical workers, both missionaries and Chinese, should 
help to shape the over-all program of medical missions. Joint planning is 
needed in relation to the locations for medical work, the types and cost of 
buildings to be erected, new kinds of service to be undertaken, personnel 
needs, procurement of supplies, and many other matters. Dr. Ayers will 
serve with Dr. Cauthen and the medical staffs of all the hospitals to make 
this kind of coordination possible.—M. THERON RANKIN.

CAMPUS NEWS

University of Tennessee
Eighty students attended a general B. S. U. supper meeting given by the 

First Baptist Church here on February 4. This was the first in a series of 
what, we hope, will be regular monthly affairs. The various Baptist churches 
in the city will be hosts.

At the close of the supper period Rogers Smith, State Student Secretary, 
presented our president, Phil Farris, with a B. S. U. key from the local coun
cil. After the presentation of the key, committee meetings were conducted 
by their respective chairmen. Plans were made for the annual Installation 
Banquet which will be held on March 7, and for Evangelistic Week to be 
observed February 10-16.

Glen Robinson acted as M. C. for the recreation period. Vice-president 
Jimmy McCulla was a comical mad man with running gags Utilizing a chain, 
coffee pot, light bulb, and an old pair of pants. Bobby Haley and Cleaston 
Craig got the CORN for their rendition of "Low and Lonely.” Bob Wal
den laughed his way through water in a "creak” in the floor and other 
funny quips. (Duhh!) Master Magician Bob Entrekin took the cake when 
he laid an egg ... on a match box and batted it into a glass of water with 
a broom. The better side of the program was the good music rendered by 
Virginia Smith on her vibraharp, by the audience on their vocal chords 
under the leadership of Carroll Carruth, and by the piano gymnastics of Joy 
Bauch. A more serious aumber was given by the B. S. U. chorus; the best, 
we believe, in Tennessee.

Rev. Henry J. Stokes, pastor of the First Baptist Church, brought the 
meeting to a close with a brief, challenging message.

Among the notables present were Mrs. Henry Stokes, Dean J. A. Thack- 
ston, Mrs. Gus Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hicks, Mr. Bob Johnson, and 
Dr. Frank Wood, pastor, pastor adviser of the B. S. U.

# # ♦

The B. S. U. is having another ping-pong tournament among the stu
dents. There will be a tournament for boys, girls, and one for mixed 
doubles. The last tournament was won by Betty Jo Huffaker and Wilder 
Hudson. They will have to work to keep their titles.—Asa REECE, Publicity 
Director.

# • *

University of Chattanooga
The B. S. U. at the University of Chattanooga held a party Friday, Febru

ary 7, at the Chi Omega Sorority House on the campus. There were quite a 
number of students from U. C. and several guests from the Erlanger School 
of Nursing. The program consisted of special piano numbers, special vocal 
selections, and games. Orange juice, sandwiches, and cookies were served 
for refreshments.

Among the special guests present were: Mr. J. C. Williamson, mission
ary of the Ocoee Association; Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Lowe, and Mr. Rogers 
M. Smith, State Student Secretary. Dr. Lowe is junior resident surgeon at 
the Erlanger Hospital. He and his wife are volunteers for medical missions. 
They will probably be appointed by the Foreign Mission Board in Richmond 
at their April meeting and will possibly be sent either to Africa or China. 
Because of the urgent need in Africa, there is a good possibility this will be 
their field of service. Dr. and Mrs. Lowe are helping Miss Crumpler in 
promoting our B. S. U. work among the students in the Erlanger School of 
Nursing.—JOYCE SMITH, Reporter.

The Preaching Needed Today
At the last annual convention of the Southern Baptist Church, a great 

address was delivered by the Rev. Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas, which is one of the largest Protestant 
churches in the world, having over 9,000 members. Among many other 
good things this brilliant pastor said:

"The emphasis in most of the culturally acceptable preaching of mod
ernity has been that of stressing social ills -rather than personal sin. The 
emphasis has been upon relationship to society rather than upon relation
ship to God. Liberal theology seems to look with scorn and disdain upon 
the old-time subjects of repentance and regeneration as so much outworn 
theological baggage.

"The modernist minister likes his cross on top of the steeple, in the 
center of the altar or on a gold chain around his neck, but not in his heart 
and in his preaching as a blood atonement for the soul. The spiritual dearth 
in most of our churches in America is the high and tragic price we have paid 
for such preaching. Emotion has been so completely squeezed out of 
Protestant worship that the people are emotionally starved.

"While preaching pacifism and peace, wars have been bloodier than ever. 
While our pulpits have been given over to race relations, the tension has be
come greater than ever. While the preachers have been crying out for in
ternational justice and cooperative endeavor, there is more diplomatic sus
picion and intrigue than ever. We have not only not gained here, But-we 
have lost everywhere else.”—Civic BULLETIN.
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STATE SPRING RETREAT

APRIL 18-20 J

MONTGOMERY BELL STATE PARK
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Opens Friday at 6 O’clock with Supper

Closes Sunday Noon with Dinner r • • • •
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LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 2 

By R. PAUL CAUDILL, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn. 

Topic: JESUS SUMS UP HIS CLAIMS 
Scripture: John 12:12-15, 19-24, 42-47

= 7Ae
SEND ALL LETTERS TO AUNT POLLY

149 Sixth Avenue, N. • Nashville 3 Tennessee

Today’s lesson takes use back to the last public ministry of our Lord in 
Jerusalem.

The arrival in Bethany created no little stir among the common people 
who came "not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, 
whom he raised from the dead” (John 12:9). The chief priests and phari
sees had spread their net for Jesus in the hope that they might "take him" 
and had also taken counsel that they might put Lazarus also to death for the 
simple reason that his resurrection had led many Jews to believe on Jesus.

Realizing that his hour had come, Jesus begins to interpret for his dis
ciples his claims as Saviour, Redeemer and Cleanser from sin.

HIS MESSIAHSHIP
Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem can only be interpreted as his 

public claim to Messiahship. He now makes a formal challenge to the 
Jerusalem leaders who have for so long opposed his claims.

It was indeed a Day of Triumph. The excited crowds seemed to inter
pret the event as the prelude to the establishment of a political Messianic 
Kingdom. (Robertson). Let us note John’s description of the account 
of the event: "On the morrow a great multitude that had come to the Feast, 
when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches of 
the palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried out, Hosanna: 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel. 
And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat thereon" (John 12:12-14).

The whole setting is that which would logically mark the triumphal 
homage to a victor or a king (Bernard). Jesus accepted the homage and, 
adopting the prediction of Zachariah (9.9), thereby declared himself King. 
"By riding into Jerusalem as King but on an ass, not on a war horse, He 
continued to claim to be Messiah but ruling by spiritual force for spiritual 
end" (Nicoll).

Westcott adds, "The action is a distinct symbol of humility. The Lord 
was separated indeed from the crowd, but yet in the humblest way. The 
stress must be laid not on the literal coincidence, but upon the fulfillment of 
the idea •which the sign conveyed.”

One cannot read John’s account of the triumphal entry without sensing 
something of the thrill that must have filled the hearts of the people. "Jesus 
is here hailed by the multitudes as the long-looked for Messiah of Jewish 
Hope and he allows them so to greet him (Luke 19:38-40), a thing that he 
prevented a year before in Galilee (John 6:14f.)” (Robertson).

HIS DEATH
In Jerusalem certain Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 

Feast came to Philip and asked him saying, "Sir, we would see Jesus.” Evi
dently this desire on the part of the Greeks puzzled the disciples somewhat 
for we read that "Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: Andrew cometh, and 
Phillip, and they tel! Jesus” (John 12:2f).

It is at this point that Jesus in agitation of soul turns to his disciples 
with the interpretation of his life and death. He declares that his life and 
death are to be regarded as a sacrifice and claims that how by being "lifted 
up” he will draw all men unto himself: "the time has come, that the Son 
of Man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a grain 
of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abidcth by self alone; if it die, it 
bareth much fruit . . . "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto myself” (John 12:23ff.)

Jesus knew that he would die and he wanted his disciples to know that 
he knew it and thereby be prepared for the dark days that were ahead. 
Moreover, he wanted them to understand the significance of his death. "Jesus 
shows here the paradox that life comes through death” (Robertson).

By means of the cross Jesus would make it possible not only for Greeks, 
but also for all men to come unto him with understanding. His victory over 
death would be the complete antithesis to the Greek view of life. In Christ 
it is shown that "fuller life comes through death, glory through sacrifice” 
(Westcott).

HIS PERSON
In verses 44 through 46 Jesus discusses his Person: "And Jesus cried and 

said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent 
me. And he that beholdeth me beholdeth him that sent me. I am come a 
light into the world, that whomsoever believeth on me may not abide in the 
darkness.”

In these incisive words Jesus identifies himself with the Father. 
In essence Christ is saying: "If you want to behold God, behold me for he 
it was that sent me. Moreover, in believing on me you likewise believe on 
him that sent me.”

HIS SAYINGS
"And if any man hear my sayings, and keep them not, 1 judge them not: 

for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejected 
me, and the word that I spake, that shall judge him in the last day” (v. 
47, 48).

The primary mission of Jesus is, of course, to save the world (John 
3:16), but the world cannot be saved without giving heed to his sayings. 
His words bring to us the hope of our salvation. (Matt. 7:24, 26). We 
have the same note of insistence on the hearing and obeying of Jesus’ word. 
To hear his words and fail to obey them is to put one in the class of moron 
men (Matt. 7:24ff.)

Men by nature reside in darkness, but that darkness can be dispelled. 
Jesus is the light of life, and in him is no darkness at all. He alone can 
disptl the darkness from our Jives. ■ - •
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Thou shalt Jesus love the increased Lord thy in God with wisdom all 
thine and heart and stature with all and thy soul in and with favour all 
thy with strength and God with all and thy mind man.

Looks like someone made a bad error, doesn’t it? Maybe it isn’t as bad 
as it seems. Read the words again, just as they are printed. They are so 
familiar—yet they don’t make sense jumbled that way, do they? Let’s do a 
bit of unjumbling and try to discover that the words would say if they 
were arranged in the proper order. Perhaps this clue will help you: With 
your pencil draw a circle around the third word and around each third 
word through the word "man.” Now read aloud the words which you have 
circled. In this order, they are your January Bible verse, aren’t they? 
Close your eyes and see if you can still say the words from memory.

But what about the words in our jumble? Read them, skipping over 
the circled words. Yes, you have then your February verse. You probably 
can say it too with your eyes closed. Try it now.

If you have not learned these verses yet, you will want to try especially 
hard to do so this week. Next week will be time to begin learning one for 
March. I hope you are making these Bible verses your very own by learn
ing them so well and repeating them so often that they are becoming a real 
part of you. When you write to me, please tell me whether you are joining 
us in our plan of learning and using a different verse each month during 
1947.

Even if you have already written me this year and started your word pic
ture in my card file, you will want to add to that picture by writing often 
and telling me more about yourself and the things you are doing. I’d like 
to hear from you at least once a month. There are several brand new cards 
in my file. Perhaps you’d like to look at some of them with me now.

• • •

This one of Dot BURTON, Route 6, Fayetteville, Tennessee, is not as 
clear as I’d like it to be. It came to be on the back of a postcard showing 
a beautiful sunset scene and bearing the words, "Greetings from Fayette
ville." Of course, there was not much room for Dot to tell many things 
about herself—just that she is seventeen, a member of Concord Baptist 
Church, and enjoys the Young South. Perhaps we can add to Dot’s word 
picture later, when she writes again.

ALMA Buckner, Monterey, Tennessee, told very little about herself, too. 
She is fourteen years old and wants pen pals thirteen to sixteen years of age. 
Alma should make a good pen pal, since her hobby is writing letters.

MARY Jo Draper, 610 Jones Street, Old Hickory, Tennessee, will be 
eleven years old April 5. She has been a Christian almost two years and is 
a member of First Baptist Church, Old Hickory. Mary Jo’s mother is a 
member of that church, too. Scout w’ork is Mary Jo’s hobby. She is in the 
fifth grade at school and arithmetic is her favorite study. Already she has 
two pen pals, Geraldine Jones and Barbara Kennedy, but she wants more. 
Mary Jo probably had little trouble unjumbling the words at the beginning 
of today’s column, because she says of learning a verse each month: "I 
think your idea of the 1947 calendar is wonderful and intend to try to do it.”

PEGGY Joyce Fanning lives at the Baptist Orphanage, Route 2, Frank
lin, Tennessee. She is ten years old, and has a birthday on June 20. Peggy 
Joyce has been a Christian about a year. She is in the fifth grade. She 
w’ants pen pals, though she is already corresponding with Peggy Jean 
Bowers of Goodlettsville.

JACQUELINE Gill, New Middleton, Tennessee, will be thirteen on April 
6. She is a Christian and a member of Buena Vista Baptist Church at Grant. 
Her pastor is Brother Phocian Gibbs. She goes to Grant and is in the 
seventh grade This is Jacqueline’s first time to write Aunt Polly, but she 
wants some pen pals and promises to answer all letters she receives.

CAROLYN Jordan, Brighton, Tennessee, is thirteen and in the seventh 
grade. She likes arithmetic and reading. Her birthday is November 24. 
Carolyn has been a Christian since she w'as nine years old. Her hobbies are 
playing basketball and riding a bicycle.

Thirteen-year-old IZORA LAWSON also lives at the Baptist Orphanage 
at Franklin, Tennessee. She has been a Christian three years. At present 
she has no pen pals, but she would like to have some. Her birthday is Sep
tember 22.

Shelly Jean McKinney, Harriman, Tennessee, is nine years old. She 
goes to Walnut Hill Baptist Church and is very proud of the pastor of her 
church. Of him she says, "He is the best preacher in the world!” Shelly 
Jean’s aunt is her Sunday school teacher and Mrs. W. B. Smith is her leader 
in Training Union. Both of them have the fond admiration of Shelly Jean.

There are four more new cards in the file—we will begin with these 
next time. Perhaps by then I will have letters from many of the other 
Young South friends w'ho have not written this year. Hope so!

Love, /IWit PqU^
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Superintendent
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Office Secretary
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Office Secretary

ORELLE LEDBETTER
Convention President

Highlights of 1946
As reported by the Sunday School Department of the Sunday School Board 

In co-operation with the State Sunday School Departments

1. NEW WORKERS—Miss Margaret Grogard, Superintendent of Nursery 
Work
Miss Willie Merle O’Neill, Superintendent of Cradle Roll Work 
Mrs. Will S. McCraw, Superintendent of Extension Work

II. NEW BOOKS—The Nursery Department of the Sunday School by Ora- 
belle Jones
The Cradle Roll Department of the Sunday School by Mrs. Eliza

beth Von Hagen
Jesus the Teacher by J. M. Price
Why They Wrote the New Testament by W. 'O. Carver
Sunday School Programs for Intermediates by Mary Alice Biby

III. ENCOURAGING GAINS—
(.1) Sunday school enrollment gain, 1946, over 1945—225,063 

(Mr. Porter Routh reports that approximately 100,000 of this 
number were Young People)

(2) Vacation Bible Schools: Total reported to date 13,016, with an 
enrollment of 1,047,900. There were 26,377 conversions re
ported in these schools

(3) Training Awards: Total awards, 1946, 232,019, an increase of 
53,453 over 1945. A total of 7,197 churches requested training 
awards as against 3,000 in 1935. 800 associations reported 
training work done, as against 500 in 1935.

(4) Sunday School Builder: Circulation increased from 80,000 in 1945 
to 90,000 plus in 1946

* • •
Annual Meeting With State Sunday School Secretaries

On January 2-3 the state Sunday school secretaries met in Nashville with 
the workers in the Sunday School Department and planned their co-operative 
work for 1947. Nine Sunday school frontiers were adopted:

1. WORK for a net increase in Sunday school enrollment of 300,000.

2. STRIVE for a net gain of 50,000 Sunday school officers and teachers.

3. SEEK for a net increase of 1,000 new Sunday schools.

4. PLAN for some Sunday school training work in at least 10,000 
churches.

5. HOLD a minimum of 15,000 Vacation Bible schools.

6. ENDEAVOR to improve the Sunday school work by holding twenty 
statewide clinics.

7. PROVIDE AND TRAIN a nucleus of responsible leaders in every 
association as a channel of approach to the churches. Launch immediately 
plans to train the associational officers by teaching Associational Sunday 
School Work to the officers of 926 associations. On the success of this 
project depends the future development of hundreds of churches.

8. RENEW AND QUICKEN the churches in the weaker associations 
through a deliberate, recurring program of training in these associations. 
Plan in 1947 a central association-wide training school in the associations 
which reported training in less than 10 per cent of the churches in 1946, 
using where possible Building a Standard Sunday School, A Church Using Its 
Sunday School or The Place of the Sunday School in Evangelism.

9. ADDITIONAL BIBLE STUDY—Extend the Bible teaching ministry 
of the Sunday school by arranging for a special Bible Study Week in the 
churches. This should be done in the early part of the year if possible, 
and when deemed wise use the Bible books in The Sunday School Training 
Course. We suggest for use in 1947, Studies in Ephesians by E. Y. Mullins.

• • •

The Honor Roll
We have received the application for Standard recognition for the Sun

day school at the First Baptist Church, Gibson, Tennessee. Mr. N. D. Guy 
is superintendent and Rev. Wade Carver is pastor. This school enrolls 255, 
including the Cradle Roll and Extension departments. We congratulate the 
officers and teachers at Gibson on this attainment.

The Better Speakers’ Tournament

1. All active members of Baptist Young People’s Unions, general or asso
ciational officers, Story Hour, Junior, or Intermediate leaders or sponsors, 
ages 17-24 inclusive, are eligible.

2. Each speaker must compose his own speech. It is not permissible to 
use a speech composed entirely by someone else. It is permissible to quote 
from materials gathered from any source, but proper credit must be given 
for all quoted material.

3. Helpful material will be found in The Baptist Training Union Maga
zine each month and in other Training Union periodicals:

4. The subjects to be used are listed below:

The Book of Books
Do Science and the Bible Conflict?
My Stewardship and My Leisure 
Shall I Read My Bible Daily?
The Meaning of Life
Making a Life
The Bible—a Library of Enduring 

Literature
The Bible Interprets Life
The Christian’s Conception of Edu

cation
The Book of the Home
Rules for the Game of Life

The Bible—the Handbook of the 
Christian Worker

The Guidebook of the Church
What Baptists Believe About the 

Bible
How to Apply the Bible to Daily 

Living
The Book for All Men
The Book for All Conditions of Life
The One Book for One World
Gambling—a Peril in Life’s Drama
Total Abstinence—a Courageous 

Way of Life

5. Each speaker will have six minutes. Each speaker will be required 
to hand the typed manuscript of his address to the chairman preceding the 
tournament.

6. Speakers will be judged on content, composition, and delivery. Con
tent will count 25 per cent, composition 25 per cent, and delivery 50 per 
cent

7. Each association will have its own plan for elimination tournaments 
leading up to the regional elimination tournament. At the Regional Con
vention, one will be selected to represent the region at the State Elimination 
which will be held July 3, First Baptist Church, Nashville. At this time, 
one will be selected to represent the state at Ridgecrest, the week of July 
17-23.

ATI ENTION TRAINING UNION DIRECTORS: In making requests 
for study couise awards, please fill in the blank in duplicate, and send to: 
Chailes L. Norton, 149 Sixth Avenue, North, Nashville, Tenn.
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The Home Mission Season of Prayer
From the third through the seventh we will meet to pray for our home 

missionaries. Your workers need your prayers. You need to come to
gether for the five days to pray. The information given on these pro
grams, using the posters supplied to each society is invaluable.

Our goal for the Annie Armstrong Home Mission Offering is $30,000.00 
for Tennessee W. M. U. Our homeland needs the gospel. You can be a 
partner in winning the lost to Christ by giving a worthy offering to Home 
Missions.

* * *

“Shining Like the Stars”
"Shining Like the Stars' is the best mission study book we have ever 

taught.” This is the consensus of opinion all over the state. It will do 
something for you. It will make you want to become a real soul winner. 
"It did something for me” one woman wrote after your secretary taught 
this book. Without reservation, we urge every society to study it.

*
# * *

The W. M. U. Convention
Of course you are going to attend the W. M. U. Convention meeting in 

Knoxville, March 25-27. The first session is Tuesday evening at 7:30. The 
new pastor of the First Church, Dr. Henry Stokes will lead the opening de
votional service. The address of the evening will be given by Dr. Duke 
McCall, executive secretary of the South. The a cappella choir from Carson 
Newman will bring a message in song.

If you desire a reservation in a home write to Mrs. George Kenner, 200 
Immanuel, Knoxville. Watch this page for the program.

♦ ♦ ♦

Attention B.W.C.
Calling all members of a B. W. C. to come to Knoxville to the W. M. U. 

Convention! On Wednesday evening, March 26 at 5:30 at the S. &. W. 
Cafeteria there will be a banquet for all business women. The second floor 
is reserved for you.

You will hear two outstanding missionaries, Miss Ruth Walden of 
Africa and Miss Gladys Keith of New Orleans. You will meet Mrs. G. R. 
Martin, president of the W. M. U. of the South.

On that evening we hope to organize a state federation. Do you have 
a nomination for president? Let us have the best B. W. C. executive in the 
state. Remember the date and place. Come early, go through the lines 
and be seated by five-thirty.

* * *

Five Pertinent Facts About Spanish Speaking Missions
Loyd Corder, Superintendent

1. There are 1,750,000 Spanish speaking people in the territory of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Less than five per cent of these know Jesus as 
Saviour. Only about one per cent of them are Baptists.

2. We have a strong Mexican Baptist Convention in Texas where 1,000,- 
000 Mexican people live. Also we have a good Spanish-American Baptist 
Convention in New Mexico. Each of these conventions is fully organized 
along the lines of the state conventions in the Southern Baptist Convention.

3. The statistics from these conventions show the Spanish speaking peo
ple have been winning and baptizing approximately three times as many 
persons in proportion to membership as the Southern Baptist Convention as 
a whole.

4. Our per capita gifts among the Spanish speaking people are now more 
than three times as much as they were four years ago. They are at present 
very slightly less than the average for Southern Baptists as a whole.

5. Our greatest needs in this field are for 500 more trained missionaries 
and $1,000,000 for more adequate church buildings if we are to do what the 
Lord expects of us.

Another Outstanding Church
Monroe, Michigan, has a church that belongs to Cumberland Gap Asso

ciation. They report every woman in the church giving to missions.

Thursday, February 21, 1947

THREE CHURCH BROTHERHOODS ORGANIZED

Cumberland Association
Little Hope Church

Rev. M. I. Crocker, Pastor
Although the weather man gave us rain and cold weather, we met with 

a group of active interested church members Sunday, January 20, who had 
evidently read the tract written by Brother Lawson H. Cooke, executive 
secretary Baptist Brotherhpod of the South, entitled "What’s The Weather 
To Do With It."

We had a large number present for Sunday school at 10 o’clock and 
everyone remaining with others who came late (on account of the weather, 
no doubt) for the eleven o’clock service. At this time the writer en
deavored to give to a group of attentive listeners a brief history of the 
Brotherhood movement, calling attention to the purpose of the organization, 
outlining the major objectives, and explaining how to organize and operate 
a successful Brotherhood. At the close of the service the men voted to re
main for the organization of a Brotherhood for the purpose of magnifying 
thei: church.

On motion the following were elected to serve in promoting the work
of their church: 

President.............................. ....................... Jessie Powell
Membership Vice-president.......................................F. Brothers
Program Vice-president.......................................Willard Grant
Activity Vice-president...........................................Alfred State
Secretary-treasurer.................................................Eugene Grant

These newly elected officers with their pastors agreed to meet at the 
church Saturday night, January 25, for the purpose of electing committee 
chairmen and selecting committee members.

We discovered here an earnest group of men in a splendid full-time 
rural church who are looking ahead and planning for a greater program of 
evangelism and enlistment.

The church owns a pastor’s home with ten or twelve acres of land and 
we understand free of debt. We believe the men in this new Brotherhood 
are ready to lead in a revival of stewardship and missions.

• * • 
'

Ocoee Association
Mountain Creek Church

Rev. Bruce Talley, Pastor
At a meeting held at the church on Friday night, January 17, leaders were 

chosen to direct the Brotherhood activities. These men will exert their 
efforts to enlist every member of their church in full support of the whole 
program and will give emphasis to our four major objectives.

The following men were nominated, elected and installed to lead the 
men in the Brotherhood activities:

President....................................................................... Lee Reeves
Membership Vice-president.....................................James Kelly
Program Vice-president................................... Donald Caldwell
Activity Vice-president....................................................Joe Hite
Secretary-treasurer..................:............................... Bud Durham

This Brotherhood meets weekly and uses Brotherhood Journals.

• * *

Campbell County Association 
Morley Baptist Church 

Rev. W. H. Lamb, Pastor
At a recent meeting it was decided to organize the men into the Brother

hood movement. Following this decision the necessary officers were nomi
nated and elected to lead in a program of enlistment.

Those elected and installed were:
President............... ......................................... .John W. Smith
Membership Vice-president..................... . .Rev. James Owen
Program Vice-president.....................................Willard Mankin
Activity Vice-president................................Francis Richardson
Secretary-treasurer................................................ Sammie Shalby

This new Brotherhood holds weekly meetings and uses the Brotherhood 
Journal and will give their support in promoting our major objectives.
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AMONG THE BRETHREN- —
In April, 1944, the facilities and buildings of 

the American Baptist Theological Seminary, Nash
ville, consisted of one building, a combination 
dormitory-administration building, Griggs Hall, 
farm lands, a custodian’s home, a dairy and other 
farm equipment. Now they have two newly con
structed farm-tenants residents, a Cafeteria-Book 
Store, a New Administration Building, and a Cen
tral Heating Plant. Their faculty has grown from 
5 to 12 and the enrollment from 47 to 111. 
Ralph W. Riley is president. The following are 
members of the faculty: S. L. McDowell, James 
C. Miles, W. M. Freeman, George W. Harvey, 
Ralph W. Riley, Mrs. Victor T. Glass, Victor 
Glass, Robert L. Lillard, A. L. Campbell, Mrs. 
W. M. Freeman, Frederick L. Brown and Vinson 
A. Edwards.

—B&R—

Pastor H. Tom Wiles and the First Baptist 
Church, Lawton, Okla., have just been assisted in 
a revival by C. E. Matthews, Superintendent of 
Evangelism for the Home Mission Board, doing 
the preaching and Gayle Holcomb of Oklahoma 
City leading the music. There were 139 for bap
tism, 59 by letter, with 26 other professions.

—B&R—

James L. Sullivan, pastor of Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church, Nashville, recently participated in 
a student focus week at Howard College in Bir
mingham.

—B&R—

Bro. W. J. Malone, Fayetteville, recently fell 
and broke six ribs. He has suffered much, but at 
the last news was improving.

During the month of January Glenwood Bap
tist Church, Kingsport, received 23 additions, 15 
of them for baptism. Eddie Lieberman, Jewish 
Evangelist, will conduct a revival at this church 
March 17-28 according to announcement by J. C. 
Blalock, pastor of the church.

—B&R—

Monday, February 17 the National Federation 
of Temple Sisterhoods, with the Nashville Council 
of Church Women co-operating conducted a one- 
day institute on Judaism at the Vine Street Tem
ple, Nashville for the purpose of a better under
standing of their faiths.

—B&R—
The brethren might be interested to know that 

V. E. Boston, pastor of the Baptist Memorial 
Hospital, Memphis, is available for supply work 
on Sundays.

—B&N—

O. F. Huckaba supplied the pulpit of the First 
Baptist Church at Hendersonville Sunday night, 
February 16. His subject was "Jesus the Only 
Way to Life.”

—B&R—

Norris G. Hite has assumed his duties as pas
tor of the Antioch Baptist'Church, Nashville Asso
ciation. Bro. Hite is a student at Cumberland 
University.

—B&R—

The largest average attendance for Sunday 
school and Training Union is to be found in Belle
vue Baptist Church which perhaps is the great
est attendance in the world for Sunday school and 
Training Union.

In the latter part of 1942, Baptist and Re
flector carried an article by Wayne Tarpley 
concerning the baptism of Uncle Levi and Aunt 
Risby Simmons, together with a picture of this 
couple and myself. They were converted in the 
meeting held at Dickson by Brother Tarpley, and 
were the oldest two people I have ever baptised, 
Uncle Levi at that time being past 82 and Aunt 
Risby past 81. On Christmas Eve of 1943, I con
ducted the funeral of Aunt Risby, and at that time 
Uncle Levi exacted from me a promise that I 
would also return and conduct his funeral if I were 
living when he passed away. He died Friday, 
February 14), and I conducted his funeral at the 
Dickson Church, assisted by the pastor, Bro. Robert 
Ritchey, and the body was interred by that of 
his wife in the country cemetery in the northern 
part of Dickson County.—H. L. CARTER, Scotts
ville, Ky.

—B&R—
Eugene Cotey, ministerial student at Union 

University, supplied the pulpit of the Oakland 
Baptist Church in the absence of their pastor, Her
vey Hudson. Bro. Cotey is a former member of 
the Union Avenue Baptist Church, Memphis.

—B&R—
The Sunday school department with its forces 

is in Memphis in a central training school. The 
school is being held at Temple Baptist Church.

—B&R—
The retired pastor of the Huntland Baptist 

Church, J. H. Sharp, speaks in praise of David 
Drake, their new pastor. Bro. Drake is also pas
tor of Decherd Baptist Church where he makes his 
home.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCHES, FEBRUARY 16.

Church
Sunday Training Addi-

Church
Sunday Training Addi- Sunday Training Addi-

School Union tions School Union tions Church School Union tions
Alamo, First _______________ 216 62 — Cookeville, First ____________ 431 108 5 Galilee ___________________ 265 106
Alcoa, Calvary -------------------- 217 95 Fourth Street Mission_____ 91 —— — Highland Heights ________ 886 324 3

Athens, East _______________  
First ---------____________

West End Mission ________
North --------------------------------
Calhoun -----------------------------  
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Coghill ------------------------- ----
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Etowah, East --------------------  
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Etowah, North ------------------  
Good Springs --------------------  
McMahan Calvary ------------  
New Zion -------------------------  
Niota --------------------------------
Niota, East ----------------------  
Riceville ---------------------------
Wildwood ----------------------  
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Bradford ------------------------------
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Walnut Hill ______________
Hohenwald __________________
Humboldt, First ____________
Jackson, . Bemis :____________

Bible Grove ______________
Madison ---------------------------

Jefferson City, First _______
Jellico, First ______________
Johnson City, Unaka Ave.__  
Kingsport, Calvary _________

First _____________________
Glenwood _________________
Long Island _____________ _
Lynn Garden ____________
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Brighton _____________________ 159 76 — Knoxville, Bell Avenue______ 602 158 6 Harsh Chapel 112 71 1Bristol, Virginia Avenue------ 214 75 — Broadway _________________ 1287 304 8 Inglewood ___________ 524 161 5Brownsville _________________ 301 □ 2 p» z* — — Fifth Avenue ____________ 970 277 — — Mill Creek ___,__________ 73 55 1Woodland ------------------------- 123 56 — — First _____________________ 914 222 North End________ 210 80Chapel Hill, Smyrna ------------ 90 69 — Glenwood ________________ 209 92 — — Park Avenue _______ 427 88Chattanooga, Apison ________ 86 39 — — Immanuel _________________ 362 70 — — Seventh _____________ 160 42 *
Avondale __________ r-_ 4---- 601 242 •4 r Lincoln Park --------------- *_ 551 185 — — Third 205
Brainerd __________________ 389 139 1 Lonsdale __________________ 401 78 2 New Market, Dumplin 90 41
Cedar Hill --------------- --------- 217 . —— —• McCalla Avenue __________ 665 . 148 2 Oak Ridge, First_____ 574 94 4
Clifton Hill ---------------------- 319 99 3 North Knoxville __________ 266 102 2 Glenwood _______ 266 5
Concord ___________________ 225 90 —— Oakwood ___________________ 329 175 —— Robertsville _______ 361 61 3Dunlap ---------------------------- 113 46 Sevier Heights ____________ 353 84 4 Old Hickory First ____ 664 280 5East Lake ________________ 391 104 2 Smithwood ________________ 367 100 — — Temple ___________ 162 79 1
East Ridge _______________ 191 96 1 South Knoxville __________ 504 . 92 2 Oliver Springs, First 97 21• Highland Park __________ _ 1991 602 24 West View _______________ 201- 39 1 Orlinda, Pleasant Hill __ 101 28Oak Grove __________ ._____ 209 93 —— Lawrenceburg ---- :------------ 1 •227 119 —— Parsons ___ :_________ 202 60Red Bank ________________ 545 157 —— Lebanon ____________________ 477 111 —— Portland _____________ 246 87Signal Mt. _______________ 44 — —— Bartons Creek ____________ 100 34 —— Rockwood, First 308 151 1
Silverdale •_____ ,___________ 142 123 —— Cedar Grove'______________ 104 47 —— Whites Creek ____ 47 31Spring Creek --------------- 140 71 1 Lenoir City, First __________ 375 57 —— Rogersville ______ 380 85White Oak .------- —11------ 325 102 1 Lexington, First ----------------- 203 67 —— Shelbyville, Shelbyville Mills 117 53Cleveland, Big Springs--------- 331 168 —— Maryville, First ____________ 641 139 Shop Springs _______ 89 66 6Cedar Springs *__ :_________ 120 67 ——, * Medina _____________________ 154 59 — — Shouns, Pleasant Grove 156 142First ' 1_  _ -____ V___ 538 184 Antioch _________________ 116 40 . Trenton, White Hall 9880, 61New .Friendship —,1,--------- 90 Memphis, Bellevue __________ 2732 808 22 Tullahoma, First 224

V Ph
68-Columbia, First -___________.365 65 1 . Berclair ____ ______________ 181 98 — — Union City. First_ 677 171 35•Dark’s Mill Branch 12 • —— —— — Boulevard ________1_ :. 563 • 171 • — — Watertown, First___ 223
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J. L. Campbell Ministerial 
Association

By Ray Marshall

The J. L. Campbell Ministerial Association, 
composed of Ministerial students and faculty 
members of Carson-Newman College, has launched 
out upon its program for the semester. Its pur
poses are learning more about the work to which 
its members have devoted their lives, doing prac
tical Christian deeds and carrying the gospel of 
Christ to those within reach of the campus.

Many ministerial students are doing pastoral 
work. Each week members of the association 
preach 25-30 sermons, teach 6-10 Sunday school 
classes, conduct 4-6 prayer meetings and travel 
1,500-1,800 miles. There have been seven con
versions this semester.

Officers for this semester are: President, Glenn 
Manis; Vice-president, George' Irwin; Practical 
Works Secretary, Raleigh Brady; Song Leader, Bob 
Wells; Colporteur, Roy Ladd; B. S. U. Represen
tative, Wayne Bassett; Reporter to Orange and 
Blue, Ray Marshall; Prayer Captains, Francis Bos
ton and Ralph Elliott; Pianist, Elmer Powers.

The Association meets each Tuesday evening 
at 7:30.

Dr. Warren spoke about preaching in our first 
meeting, January 14. Dr. Masden discussed the 
heathen, January 21. The Association listened to 
a recording of Dr. George W. Truett’s, "The 
Need for Encouragement,” January 28. All pro
grams are interesting and beneficial. We have 
Dr. Truett’s, "Christ’s Answer To World Need.” 
It will be heard on a program later. Both rec
ords are being used by members of the associa
tion in their churches.

On February 4, the young men of the associa
tion gave enlightening messages on conversion, 
baptism, and the lord’s Supper. These messages 
were the product of extensive study.

Pastor Resigns
Rev. Rudy Bouland has resigned as pastor of 

Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, Newbern, Tenn., 
Route 1, to accept the pastorate of Tabernacle 
Baptist Church of Gainesville, Texas, Route 3.

Bro. Bouland will have full time work there 
and will also attend Seminary. Mrs. Bouland will 
specialize in W. M. U. work and its auxiliaries. 
She will also resumes her music.

Bro. Bouland served us for almost four years. 
Under his leadership and guidance our church 
has made great progress. He and his wife have 
been an inspiration to us and we regret very much 
to see them go.

We pray God’s .richest blessings upon them 
in their new field of work.—J. B. WILLIAMS, 
Church Clerk of Mt. Tirzah Baptist Church, New
bern, Route No. 1.

Resolutions Commending Bro. Dan 
L. Lawler

Whereas, Bro. Dan L. Lawler has served as pas
tor of Moodyville and Etter Churches in River
side Association for a period of about six years, 
and during this time has done mission and 
evangelistic work in both Riverside Association 
and in Stocton Valley Association, and

Whereas, his work has been blessed of the 
Lord, and merits the approval of his fellow
workers in each of these associations, and

Whereas, he has yielded to the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit in severing his relationship with 
these churches to accept a call to the pastorate of 
Harsh Chapel Church in Nashville Association.

Therefore, be it resolved that, though we sus
tain a loss in his going from us, we humbly sub
mit to the leadership of the Holy Spirit in calling 
him away.

That we thank God for his consecrated life, 

for his wise council, and for his faithful leader
ship.

That we commend him to his new field and to 
Nashville Association as a good pastor, a sound 
gospel preacher, and a faithful co-laborer. We 
also commend Mrs. Lawler as a devoted pastor’s 
helper.

That a copy of these resolutions be spread on 
our minutes, a copy be sent to Bro. Lawler, and a 
copy be sent to the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR for 
publication.—FRED T. Evans, Chairman Pastors’ 
and Deacons’ Conference Riverside and Stocton 
Valley Associations.

Minister Ordained
At the request of Memorial Baptist Church, 

Indian Creek Association, Ralph Bray was or
dained to the Gospel Ministry February 9, 1947 
by The Philadelphia Baptist Church. The coun
cil met at 2:30 o’clock and continued in the 
ordination service.

The following ordained ministers and deacons 
were in the ordaining council. Fred W. Walker, 
moderator; Dick Boyd, clerk; E. Floyd Olive, the 
ordination sermon; T. E. Mason, the examination; 
Boyd Lecroy, the ordination prayer; Al Bramlett, 
the charge to the Church; George Willingham, 
the charge to the minister; J. A. Shipman, the 
benediction prayer. Emery Middelton, presented 
the ordination certificate, J. H. Baker presented 
the Bible.

Others of the council were, R. D. Sharp, John 
Doran, Clyde Moore, Malcolm Gallaher, J. H. 
Haggard, and Price Old.

Brother Bray has been called as pastor of Me
morial Baptist Church, and the heart of the minis
try goes out to him as a minister of the Gospel 
of Christ.—Fred W. Walker, Moderator; Dick 
Boyd, Clerk.
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TO HAVE A REVIVAL? Compiled and 
edited by Evangelists Robert J. Wells, Th.D. 
and John R. Rice, D.D., Litt. D. Published by 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 West Wesley 
St., Wheaton, Illinois,. 399 pages, cloth board. 
Price $3.00.
This great book is a compilation of 25 sermons, 

most, if not all, of which were delivered at a Con
ference on Evangelism, held at Winona Lake, In
diana, July 15th through 21st, 1945.

These messages were brought by Evangelists Joe 
Henry Hankins, Pine Bluff, Arkansas; Hyman J. 
Appelman, Fort Worth, Texas; John R. Rice, 
Wheaton, Illinois; Jesse M. Hendley, East Point, 
Georgia; Robert J. Wells, Wheaton, Illinois; Bob 
Jones, Sr., Cleveland, Tennessee. Each of these 
brethren is outstanding in the field of mass evange
lism in the United States. Their messages are 
clear and straight to the point. Seven of these are 
by the celebrated Jewish evangelist, Hyman J. 
Appelman, editor, "International Evangelist," Fort 
Worth. Six, by John R. Rice, editor, "The Sword 
of the Lord,” Wheaton, Ill. Five, by Robert J. 
Wells, Associate editor, "Sword of the Lord,” 
Wheaton, III. Three, each by Joe Henry Han
kins, evangelist, Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and Jesse 
M. Hendley, pastor, Colonial Hills Baptist Church, 
East Point, Ga., and one by Bob Jones, Sr., presi
dent and Founder, Bob Jones College, Cleveland, 
Tenn.

Brother Rice’s messages, "Preparing for Union 
Revivals; How to Organize for Union Evangelistic 
Campaigns,” are interesting to those, particularly, 
who desire to conduct Union Evangelistic Cam
paigns. The reviewer fails to see just how these 
can be consistently carried on, even though Bap
tist doctrine is preached, unless one would be 
willing for a modernist, who denies the Deity, 
Virgin Birth, Vicarious Death and Resurrection, 
Ascension and Personal Return to Earth of Christ, 
to preach in his pulpit in a Union Evangelistic 
effort. This is not meant to be a criticism of 
Brother Rice’s orthodoxy. Nor is it meant to be 
unkind. It is simply meant to state that, in the 
reviewer’s opinion, it is wiser for those who hold 
distinctive tenets of faith to stick to their own 
knitting without entering into the mighty task of 
evangelism in "union” (?) wih those who are not 
agreed with us on those tenets. We kindly submit 
that the book would have been more acceptable to 
thousands had these two chapters (twenty and 
twenty-one) been left out. It is a wonderful book. 
Regardless of what his views are on the question 
of Union Revivals the thoughtful, earnest preacher 
will find this book well worth the price.—R. K. 
Bennett.

THE BIBLE IN THE AGE OF SCIENCE, by 
O. E. Sanden. Published by the Moody Press, 
Chicago, Ill. 141 pages, price $1.50.
This little volume packs a punch! I was some

what prejudiced against it before beginning to 
read it with absorbing interest. So many books 
of this type fall far below the mark, and they 
create more problems than they settle. This is 
due to either a defective knowledge of science or 
to the lack of a vital Christian experience,—per
haps both.

Mr. Sanden combines thorough knowledge of 
scientific facts with a real experience of the trans
forming grace of God. He is a member of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, a fellow of the Yale School of Applied 
Physiology, a member of the Texas Academy of 
Science, and a minister of the Presbyterian Church. 
He dedicates this volume "to all students,” and 
this gives his purpose for writing. He feels that 
such a book as this will answer many of the ques
tions of youth as they seek to study science and at 

the same time hold on to their faith in the in
tegrity of the Scriptures.

The language is at times technical and at times 
lucid. It will probably make its greatest appeal to 
college students and the Juniors and Seniors of the 
high schools. Pastors, who are confronted with 
questions from disturbed young people who are 
studying under skeptical professors, will find this 
to be helpful also.

To the general reader this book will do three 
things. It will send you to your Bible, it will 
send you to the dictionary, and it will send you to 
your knees.—EDWIN E. DEUSNER, Lexington, 
Tenn.

HEIRS OF THE PROPHETS, by Samuel M. 
Zwemer, Professor Emeritus of die History of 
Religion and Christian Missions in Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Moody Press, Chicago. 
136 pages. $2.00.
This volumn by one who spent long years as a 

missionary in Moslem lands is a revealing survey 
of the most influential and powerful class in the 
world of Islam—the clergy and priests, "the 
'Ulema (who) are the heirs of the prophets.” 
There are some who claim that Islam has no 
clergy and priesthood, but Dr. Zwerer refutes 
this theory. He gives in detail the conditions pre
vailing today, showing how, although Islam’s 
political power has declined, her moral domina
tion continues to prevail through the priesthood, 
among which he names immahs, muezzins, quaris, 
mullahs and sheiks. Noting that the postwar 
world is bringing America and Europe in closer 
touch with Islam than ever before, Dr. Zwemer 
says missionaries, merchants, tourists and consular 
officials will find it supremely important to know 
the soul of a people, their popular religion and 
folk-traditions, and that the key to the under
standing of the masses lies in person friendship 
with their clergy. He describes the conversion of 
some distinguished members of this leader group, 
in spite of persecution and martyrdom. While 
not primarily intended as a mission study, the 
book will help toward a more intelligent approach 
to the stupendous task of bringing the Gospel to 
the Moslem world, made, up of three hundred 
million adherents.—H. L. CARTER.

AND THEN I PRAY GOODNIGHT, by Doro
thy Tanner Henseler, price $2.50, published 
by W. A. Wilde Company, Boston.

"And Then I Pray Goodnight," by Dorothy 
Tanner Henseler, is a daily devotional book pre
pared for children. The book contains one page 
readings for each day in the year beginning with 
January 1st. Each reading consists of, a subject 
heading, a brief scripture reading taken from the 
scripture covered by the subject for the day and 
a discussion of the subject, which is usually a 
Bible story. The page closes with a brief prayer.

The first reading is in the first chapter of 
Genesis and the last in the last chapter of Revela
tion with most of the major historical incidents 
of the Bible noted day by day in chronological 
order.

The Bible stories are presented in language 
suitable to a child and the author stays close 
to the facts as presented in the scriptures.

In noting several of the readings and stories 
which might deal with the plan of salvation, 
Jesus is presented as the only hope of salvation.

It does not appear that the author has made 
an effort to write a book that will take the place 
of a Bible Story Book, but one with a daily 
Bible thought that is not too long to prove tire
some reading at bed time.—S. R. WOODSON.

In Memoriam
Obituaries and obituary resolutions are published 

the first 200 words free and all over that for one cent 
a word. Please send money with the material or 
instruct us to whom to send the bilL

WRIGHT
In loving memory of our dear mother, Mrs. 

D. M. Wright, who died two years ago today, 
February 28, 1945.

Two years have passed since that sad day, 
The one we love was called away, 
God took her home, it was His will. 
But in our heart she liveth still. 
There is a home not made by hands, 
Beyond its golden door 
Awaits a one who is now away, 
Not lost, just gone before. 
And in this home, not made by hands, 
The Master has prepared a place for us 
And when He calls we’ll meet our loved one there. 
And while she rests in peaceful sleep 
Her memory, we shall always keep. 

■ •
—Sadly missed by Her Children.

Note: Mrs. Wright was a member of- the 
Lewisburg First Baptist Church.

AS THE SHEPHERDS SAW IT, by William T.
Ellis, L.l.d., Litt. D., published by W. A. 
Wilde Company, Boston, price .75c.

The author has used his imagination in telling 
the story of the Birth of Christ in a very unique 
manner.

He presents Jonas the inn-keeper broiling mut
ton on the glowing coals in the entrance room 
of the inn in Bethlehem. He suggests stables had 
been prepared in soft stone, back of the inn and 
it was here Jesus was born. Around the fire 
several friends and neighbors have gathered. 
Here Nathan beh-Judah, who had just returned 
from Jerusalem is giving an account of the cruci
fixion of Jesus, as he saw it, in Jerusalem that 
day.

Nathan is presented as one of the shepherds 
who heard the angelic announcement of the birth 
of Christ, the author lets him go back and tell 
the account of the appearance of the angels the 
songs of the heavenly host and their visit to the 
stable where Jesus was born. He relates to the 
group of men assembled around the fire the ex
perience of the night. The author stays very 
close to the Bible facts throughout the narrative.

The author is Dr. William T. Ellis well known 
as the writer of the Ellis Sunday School Lesson, 
which is published weekly by many of the leading 
newspapers of the United States. He is also a 
noted correspondent who has repeatedly covered 
the Orient for a number of papers and magazines, 
such as the Saturday Evening Post and The New 
York Herald.—S. R. Woodson.
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Dr. Walter R. Alexander New Secretary of the 
Relief and Annuity Board of the Southern 

Baptist Convention

Book Review
AMERICA PRAYS, by Norman E. Nygaard, 

D.D. W. A. Wilde Company, Boston, Mass., 
Publishers.
This is as fine a book of devotionals as I have

The executive committee of the Relief and An
nuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in regular session at the Dallas Athletic Club in 
Dallas on January 28 accepted the resignation of 
Dr. Thomas J. Watts and elected Dr. Walter R. 
Alexander, associate executive secretary, as the 
new executive secretary. Dr. Watts was elected 
to this important position in June of 1927. Prior 
to that he had served two years as associate secre
tary. The Board, under his direction, enjoyed 
phenomenal growth, and on his retirement differ
ent members of the committee expressed their ap

Dr. Walter R. Alexander

Dr. Thos. J. Watts

preciation of the fine service he had rendered, and 
a committee was appointed to draw up suitable 
resolutions of appreciation for the retiring secre
tary.

Dr. Alexander came to Dallas November 1, 
1942, and has served the Board more than four 
years as associate executive secretary. When elected 
an official of the Relief and Annuity Board, he 
was pastor of the First Baptist Church of Florence, 
South Carolina, where he was pastor for fourteen 
years. Dr. Alexander is thoroughly familiar with 
the work of the Board, and the committee felt 
that it was indeed fortunate to have him to take 
the place which has been so ably filled by Dr. 
Watts.

The reports presented to the executive commit
tee showed continued growth of the Relief and 
Annuity Board. In 1946, 2,541 new certificates 
were issued under the several plans fostered by the 
Board, the greatest number issued any year in the 
history of the Board.

Reports also showed total assets of the Board as 
of January 1, 1947, to be $10,909,740.27, an in
crease of $1,460,484.18 over the preceding year.

To date, the Widows Supplemental Annuity 
Plan has been inaugurated in twelve states. The 
hope is expressed that by July 1 of this year this 
plan will have been inaugurated in all the states of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.—R. S. JONES, 
Associate Secretary.

read for some time. It is an excellent book of de
votionals prepared for use to cover any year. It is 
a composite of devotionals prepared by leading 
ministers of many denominations. For a book to 
lead us in devotional thinking and meditation 
it is excellent. To be a book contributed to by 
many and various leaders in the religious life of 
America it naturally presents varied spiritual em
phasis, but withal, a spirit of genuine devotion 
can be seen throughout the book.

I think I can wholeheartedly recommend this 
book of devotions to our people. Anything that 
will lead us to a more consistent and a deeper 
devotional life is wholesome, and I think that this 
book adds up to that.—Homer A. Cate, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Shelbyville, Tennessee.
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Today’s Challenge To Home Missions
By Courts Redford

Assistant Executive Secretary, Home Mission Board
Much has been given to America. Victory was 

given. God sheltered our centers of population 
from the ravages and destruction of war. We en
joy unprecedented prosperity. Our lands have 
brought forth bountifully. Hunger, want, disease, 
and famine have found few abiding places in the 
American home. We enjoy longevity of life and 
plenty of material blessings.

The secrets of the atom bomb were intrusted 
to us. We may appreciate even more the mercy 
of God in committing this mighty power to us 
when we realize that many of those who con
tributed to the development of this marvelous 
weapon were peoples of other lands who had found 
asylum in America. With it we won victory much 
more quickly than we had dared expect. And our 
boys returned to their homes and to their loved 
ones.

Much has been given to encourage spiritual 
growth and development. During the war our 
churches were centers of praying groups. We 
were asking God to protect our youth and to send 
them home again. Parents who had formerly ig
nored God and the church found themselves seek
ing comfort in the Bible and wending their way 
with others to God’s house for prayer. God has 
been good to us. There seems to be a general spir
itual awakening and a revival of interest in evan
gelism.

Truly much has been given, and Jesus said, 
“For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required” (Luke 12:48).

Much is required of us.
We must help feed and clothe the hungry and 

destitute world. We must help establish confi
dence and banish fear. We must help protect the 
weak and restore self-confidence and hope where 
despair and destitution now reign supreme. Ma
terial resources alone will not suffice for this task. 
Faith in God and a surrender to His will are to
day’s supreme needs.

America now has the greatest opportunity in 
her history to carry the gospel to a destitute and 
needy world. But we cannot give to others what 
we ourselves do not have. The limitations of our 
ability to meet the world’s need are largely spiri
tual limitations.

Would anyone doubt that a nation which could 
spend $335,000,000,000 in five years for war lacks 
the material resources to send an army of mis
sionaries to other lands? Would one question that 
a people who spend sixteen times as much for the 
unrighteous causes—crime, liquor, and gambling 
—as for all of their church work is too poverty 
stricken to send forth a host of gospel messengers 
to meet the world’s need? Would anyone ques
tion the ability of America’s youth to furnish lead
ership for a worldwide missionary crusade?

We have the necessary material resources. We

have the personnel needed. We have the neces
sary organization in our churches to administer 
such a program, but we are short on spiritual re
sources.

Spiritual resources are available if we will but 
appropriate them to our own lives. The same 
spiritual force that will make us send missionaries 
abroad will make us strong at home; the same 
compassion that will send missionaries to Africa 
will furnish aid to the Negroes in our own com
munity.

The same interest that drives us to win the 
Chinese in China, the Japanese in Japan, the 
Italians in Italy, or the Mexicans in Mexico will 
impel us to win these peoples in our own midst. 
Any concern that sees the need of these folks in 
other lands and is blind to the six million foreign
speaking people in our midst is based on limited 
knowledge or tainted with hypocrisy. Genuine 
concern will make us evangelistic and missionary 
at home as well as abroad.
. God has blessed Southern Baptists. One of 
every five people in our Convention territory is a , 
Baptist. Much has been given to us and of us 
much will be required.

We must extend our witnessing by our gifts. 
The territory that we can reach with our personal 
testimonies is limited. When we cannot go in 
person, we must send missionaries. We must send 
workers to the isolated rural sections, the un
churched communities in our cities, the underpriv
ileged in centers of population, the pioneer areas 
in the West, to the Indians to whom we owe a pe
culiar obligation, to the six million foreign-speak
ing people ninety-five per cent of whom are un- 
evangelized, and to every group of every color and 
race who knows not Christ. I

We must reach these people here or face the I
charge of hypocrisy abroad. The foreigner, re- I
turning to his own land from America, will carry I
some conception of Christianity. If we have won I
him to the Lord while he is here, he will be the I
best ally our missionary can have. If we have 
failed to win him while he is here, he will be the 
most dangerous critic that Christianity can have 
abroad.

Truly, foreign missions waits on home mis
sions. We must strengthen the home base. We 
must awaken our indifferent church members. 
We must bear a vital witness to the unevangelized 
in our own midst. We must give more largely to 
the Co-operative Program and to the special offer
ings for missionary work. We must lay our lives 
upon the altar to be used as God would use us. $

The Home Mission Board stands beside every 
individual Baptist and every Baptist church to 
help them to give a good account of their stew
ardship in this day of unusual missionary chal
lenge.
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