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Science Cannot
Save Men
From Themselves

This is nothing new but it is another • 
voice added to the chorus calling men to 
turn from science to religion in seeking the 
answers to life’s basic questions. The most 
recent voice is that of Atomic Energy Com
missioner Thomas E. Murray addressing the 
44th annual meeting of the American In
stitute of Chemical Engineers in Atlantic 
City, N. J. when he stated:

“Man’s attention must never be so focused 
on science as to neglect religion and philos
ophy, which can direct our lives according 
to right reason and charity,” Mr. Murray 
said.

“Science never reaches ultimates. It be
comes a process of smashing atoms and then 
endlessly smashing the parts into which 
atoms are broken. . .

“But while progressing, without end, in 
the knowledge of broken things, it will never 
properly answer such fundamental ques
tions as, What is man? What is his destiny? 
Who is God?” Then, continuing, the 
Atomic Energy Commissioner called for a 
new humility on the part of men of science, 
when he said:* t

“Let us never forget that we will have 
bought our conquest of matter at too high 
a cost if it robs us of that humility which 
enables us to detect in every majestic 
scientific discovery the pathway and the 
laws marked out by the Divine Architect.”

Speaking of the limitations of science Mr.
Murray affirmed:

“However useful science is to investi
gate the privacy of tiny chambers called 
atoms, it is all but useless to investigate the 
inner and higher life of man. You can’t ex
amine free-will in a test tube. Yet, much 
of what man does for weal or woe springs 
from this inner life of free choice. Nuclear 
energy can explode with uncontrollable 
force. The occasion for its explosion may 
be controlled by evil or by good men.

“Atom bombs are only dangerous because 
some atomic men cannot be trusted. Science 
cannot save men from themselves. If men 
will not live by virtue, they may have to 
die by power! The crisis we face today 
comes from the greed of men and their will 
to power regardless of conscience. The re
sponsibility for the crisis is man’s refusal 
to submit his behavior to reason and to 
reason’s God.”

Mr. Murray disavows Science as a Mes
siah. In fact he preaches a sermon, a ser
mon full of warning. But it is necessary for 
preachers of the Gospel to take up where 
Mr. Murray leaves off. It has been quite evi
dent that science cannot save men from 
themselves. But the world remains under 
the threat of impending destruction and 
souls remain lost in sin without any hope 
till they learn of and submit to the power 
of the only One who can change the heart of 
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man. This is surely a time for preachers 
of the Gospel to take up where the scientist 
stops short and proclaim that God has given 
us His answer in Jesus Christ the Lord.

Whittle Down the 
Number of Non- 
Residents

The problem of “non-resident” church 
members is a very real problem throughout 
the area of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion concerning which there needs to be a 
“keener conscience” on the part of those 
who neglect to seek a responsible connec
tion with the church in the community where 
they reside.

The estimate that 25% of all enroled 
Southern Baptists no longer live in the com
munities where they have their church mem
bership makes this a big problem and an 
urgent problem, demanding attention not 
only from committees considering it from 
the angle of the Convention as a whole, but 
committees much nearer to the problem 
itself. It must be dealt with by pastors and 
churches themselves.

Specifically there needs to be much more 
training of new church members relative to 
their obligations as members and the incul
cation of a greater church loyalty, the kind 
of loyalty which can be transplanted from 
Baptist church to Baptist church, from com
munity to community, as the individual 
moves away from the old place of residence 
to a new.

The meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention last 
month in Nashville gave especial attention 
to this matter. Adopting a report of its 
sub-committee headed by Dr. Paul Wheeler 
of Columbia, S. C., it recommends to pas
tors four principles in dealing with this prob
lem of non-resident church members:

(1) that when members move to a new 
community or city, the home church notify 
a pastor of the community into which they 
have moved;

(2) that the home church write the non
resident members once or twice a year urg
ing them to transfer their membership to 
a church of the community that they may 
keep their membership active;

(3) that church rolls be revised from time 
to time and accurate records be kept not 
only of the names but of the addresses of 
all the members;

(4) that the executive committees of as
sociations lead in the organization of new 
churches where needed.

These are sound suggestions which need 
to be followed. We are hoping too that the 
emphasis placed upon the church during 
these weeks now upon us will result in 
whittling down the great number of the 
“non-residents”

If you tie down one of a crab’s legs and 
confront it with sudden death, it will jerk 
free of the leg and scuttle away to safety 
on its remaining seven. If you take the 
same crab, tie down one of its legs and 
put a dish of food just out of its reach, 
it will die of starvation. In our constant 
fight against threatening “isms” we are 
very like the crab. We are willing to 
take vigorous action against any foreign 
nation threatening our security . . . but 
in our daily life we docilely let govern
ment encroach on our private enterprise 
system.—Phil Mann, York Trade Com
positor.

What we put into the hearts and minds of 
the men in our armed forces today is 
just as important as the weapons we put 
into their hands. These men represent 
one-fifth of the voting strength of the 
America of the future. If the battles of
tomorrow are not intellectual and spirit
ual, they must degenerate into physical
combat.—Wm. M. Pugh in 
Happiness.

An Arab once gave this definitior 
friend: A friend is one to who 
may pour out all the contents o: 
heart, chaff and grain together, k 
that the gentlest hands will take 
it, keep what is worth keeping, 
a breath of kindness, blow the 
—Christian Herald.

“The trouble with you,” Orville Wright the 
famous flyer was once told by a friend, 
“is that you are too taciturn—you don’t 
assert yourself enough. You should press- 
agentize more.” “My dear friend,” 
Orville Wright answered, “The best 
talker and the worst flyer among the birds 
is the parrot.”
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Our All Sufficient Guide Book

by W. R. CULLOM

Two considerations lead me to write the 
word that follows on the topic that I have 
named: (1) The confusion and chaos that 
I see in every sphere of life about me even 
to the ends of the earth. If there was ever 
a time when people needed faithful, depend
able guidance, that time is just now. (2) 
A paper that came to me recently from a 
good woman in another part of the State 
from which I quote: “The contents of the 
various versions of our Old and New Tes
taments have been tampered with, misin
terpreted, misconstrued, and misquoted, un
til today it is necessary for each responsible 
soul to work out his or her own salvation, in 
unison with the requirements of the uni
versal mind.” I wrote this friend that I found 
no trouble in finding in my Bible satisfactory 
and satisfying help for everything that life 
has brought to me so far. I might have 
gone on to say that what I have found 
carries with it and in it abundant assurance 
that the same will be true to the end of my 
journey in the flesh, and then “world without 
end.”

remarks that morning he said something 
about the Bible that was so unusual that I 
decided to break my first rule. His comment 
was this: “The Bible is the biggest piece of 
plagiarism that I ever saw anyway.” At that 
point I said to him, “Doctor, that is some
thing that I have never heard said about the 
Bible before: what do you mean by it?” 
When his reply came I was glad that for 
once I had broken my rule. His reply to 
my question was this: “I mean that some
how the Bible has discovered the inner 
secrets of Nature, it has brought those 
secrets to the surface and given expression 
to them.” It will be seen at once that this 
answer was no spur-of-the-moment reply. 
It was rather the concentrated result of many 
years of the doctor’s best thinking. I did 
not speak aloud, but in my soul I said, 
“Thank you, Doctor. No college teacher, 

no seminary professor, no university wise 
man has ever said as brilliant a thing to me 
about the Bible as that.” Look at it again: 
“ I he Bible has somehow discovered the 
inner secrets of Nature, it has brought those 
secrets to the surface and given expression 
to them.” In other words, if I understand 
what is involved here, when a man faces 
what is in the Bible, he stands face to face 
with eternal Reality. It may be said, more
over, that when a soul faces the message of 
this Book and decides what he will do with 
his life, that soul is fixing his eternal destiny.

Three closing words: (1) The Psalmist 
knew what he was saying when he wrote 
these words: “Thy Word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my pathway (119: 
105). (2) We have in this Book an all- 
sufficient guide for life in the flesh and for 
life in the spirit. (3) We should not, how
ever, allow ourselves to think of this Book 
as itself the fountain of life. Our Lord said 
to the religious people of his day, “Ye 
search the Scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life; and they are they that 
testify of me. And ye will not come to me 
that ye might have life” (John 5:39-40). 
The life is in a Person and the Bible is our 
Guide Book to that Person and to His way 
of living. “I am the way, the truth and the 
life; no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me” (John 14:6).

In my judgment one of the cleverest state
ments ever made by the unique Mark Twain 
was this: “It is not those parts of the Bible 
that I don’t understand that trouble me; 
it is the parts that I do understand.” Who is 
there amongst us that looks into his own 
heart and examines his own life experiences 
that does not utter a hearty “Amen” to the 
dictum of the sage of the Mississippi steam
boat?

And this brings to mind another experi
ence of many years ago when I was on a 
railroad train one morning. As I was going 
down the aisle looking for a seat, a friend 
saw me and called to me to come and share 
his seat. Of course I was glad to do so, but 
if I had known just what I was getting into, 
my joy would have been quite a bit modi
fied. The friend in question was a doctor, 
and this doctor had a weakness that he in
dulged occasionally—he drank liquor. And 
when he was filled with liquor he was, to 
use a word from dear Uncle Remus, “agin” 
all that I was trying to stand for—churches, 
Christians, the Bible, preachers and all that 
was associated with the word religion. Nor 
did he fail on such occasions to speak out 
in no uncertain terms as to all such things. 
No sooner had I taken my seat beside him 
than he started his tirade. Nothing in the 
field designated was spared. Generally two 
rules govern me under such circumstances: 
(1) Let the other man do all the talking— 
and he is generally willing to do it. (2) Get 
away from him as soon as I can do so with
out being rude. In the course of the doctor’s

THE THINKERS
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Baptist World Alliance Sunday
FEBRUARY 3, 1952

To our Fellow Baptists
Throughout the World—
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

We earnestly and fraternally ask that in every Baptist church in all parts of the 
earth our annual day of testimony, praise and prayer, shall be observed on the first 
Sunday of February, 1952, and that wherever possible an opportunity be extended for 
a special offering for the varied ministries of the Baptist World Alliance.

Schroeder New Southwide 
Brotherhood Secretary

I

Never was our testimony more needed than today. As the beloved James Henry 
Rushbrooke so often declared, “Our testimony as Baptists is twofold: We stand for 
the Gospel; and we stand for Religious Freedom.” Does any reader doubt the 
necessity of emphasis upon our testimony in today’s frightened, broken world?

II•
Only the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ can redeem the souls of men, and in the 

words of Sweden’s great preacher, Dr. N. J. Nordstrom, speaking at the Atlanta Congress 
in 1939, “None but changed people can change the world.” Since Christ is the 
answer, let us renew our testimony throughout the earth on Baptist World Alliance 
Sunday, with every pulpit trumpeting forth the Gospel from the glorious text, “In 
None Other Is Salvation.”

Ill

Religious Freedom, rooted in the soul’s competency to deal directly with God, needs 
emphasis in every church in every land if we are to effectively meet the challenge of 
totalitarian doctrine and propaganda, so fervently and cleverly proposed throughout 
the earth today. Baptists, from the days of Thomas Helwys and Roger Williams, have 
held this precious principle, often at the point of persecution, and we may be called 
upon in our own day to suffer as did our fathers in the faithful witness which we must 
ever give.

IV

Despite the stern character of the times, there is much for which we may give 
thanks on Baptist World Alliance Sunday. Reports of heroism and courage on the 
part of our Baptist people behind the Iron and Bamboo Curtains attest their allegiance 
to our blessed Lord, and of equal fortitude and loyalty is the witness which our 
people are giving in lands where ecclesiastical tyranny prevails. In lands where war 
has left its devastation, our people are gathering renewed strength and revival breathes 
in their heartening reports.

V

Heartening, indeed, is the steadily developing fellowship and service of our Baptist 
Women and Baptist Youth in all areas of the earth. New ties unite these groups in 
regional and continental plan and purpose.

VI

The world-girdling ministry of the Relief Committee of the Alliance has brought 
us closer one to another, and we give thanks unto God for this fellowship in suffering.

George W. Schroeder
A layman, George W. Schroeder of Illi

nois, has been elected executive secretary of 
the Baptist Brotherhood commission, suc
ceeding Lawson H. Cooke, who retired Jan
uary 1.

For more than six years Mr. Schroeder 
has been associate in the Baptist Brother
hood office in Memphis, Tenn., and prior 
to that served the office with a wealth of 
Brotherhood experience and background.

Mr. Schroeder is a graduate of the Uni
versity of Illinois. For some three years he 
has been a member of the Inter-Agency 
Council of Southern Baptists, where he had 
many contacts with denomination leaders 
and all phases of convention work. His of
fice will continue to be in Memphis.

VII

Baptist World Alliance Sunday will bring added blessing as we link our hearts in 
prayer, one for another—prayer to God for peace, prayer to God for understanding 
among nations, prayer to God for the coming of His Kingdom in all the earth.

F. Townley Lord, 
President

Arnold T. Ohrn, 
General Secretary 
Walter O. Lewis, 

Associate Secretary

C. Oscar Johnson, 
Past-President

Louie D. Newton, 
Vice-President
Joel Sorenson, 

Youth Secretary

Milam Brings Report 
From Canadian Baptists

PORTLAND, Ore. —(BP)—Canadian 
Baptists in British Columbia “differ little 
from Southern Baptists who now join them 
both south and north,” reports Dr. R. E. 
Milam, executive-secretary of the Baptist 
General Convention of Oregon-Washington, 
after a recent visit to the Conference of 
Regular Baptists of British Columbia.

British Columbia Baptists, “a courageous, 
Bible-believing, Bible-practicing people,” ac
cording to Milam, face a religious situation 
much similar to that of Southern Baptists in 
the Northwest—modernism, ecumenicalism 
and Catholicism.

The Canadian group have recently found
ed Northwest Baptist Bible College at Port 
Coquitlam.

Southern Baptist mission work in Ket
chikan, Alaska, is only sixty miles from 
the northernmost British Columbia church 
at Prince Rupert, while it is only a few 
miles less from Vancouver, their southern 
point, to Bellingham, Washington, Southern 
Baptists’ northernmost point.

Baptist and ReflectorPage 4



Big Springs, Cleveland, Worships in New Auditorium

New auditorium of Big Springs church, Cleveland

Pastor Melton

Big Springs church on Hardwick Street, Cleve
land, has recently erected a new auditorium at a 
cost of approximately $75,000. Rev. Samuel Mel
ton is pastor of this vigorous church and has 
served in this capacity for twenty-six years. 
Brother Melton was born and reared in Bradley 
county and was pastor of rural churches in this 
area for thirteen years before taking up the work 
with Big Springs church in October 1925. He is 
at present the moderator of Bradley county as
sociation.

Big Spring’s new building has a seating capac
ity of approximately 600 in the auditorium and 
a full-sized basement with an assembly room seat
ing 200. The structure is of brick and blocks re
inforced with a steel frame. Floor plans were 
drawn by the architectural department of the Bap

tist Sunday School Board, Nashville. Clement A. Wylie, architect of Cleveland, drew 
plans for the auditorium and heating plans were by Iron Fireman. Jake Pettitt, a deacon 
of the church, was the builder and the building committee was composed of Troy Beck, 
G. W. Weaver, A. E. Clabo, Arnold Wattenbarger and Boe Stewart.

Priest-led Mob Makes Two 
Attacks on Baptist Church in 
Colombia

A telegram to the editor of the Baptist 
and Reflector from Dr. M. Theron Ran
kin, executive secretary of the Foreign Mis
sion Board, reports another instance of the 
bitter attitude in some parts of South Amer
ica, dominated by clericalism, toward evan
gelical work in those countries. Here is the 
telegram:

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD RECEIVED 
FOLLOWING CABLE DECEMBER 24 
FROM MISSIONARY GERALD RID
DELL, BOGOTA, COLOMBIA, QUOTE:

CHURCH ATTACKED TWICE BY 
PRIEST-LED MOB SATURDAY EVE
NING, DECEMBER 22, AND SUNDAY, 
AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 23, BUILD
ING BADLY DAMAGED, SEVERAL 
PEOPLE SLIGHTLY WOUNDED, PO
LICE PRESENT BUT INACTIVE ALL 
MISSIONARIES SAFE END UNQUOTE.

M. THERON RANKIN.

In such a Catholic-dominated South 
American country, police may be on hand 
during a mob attack on a non-Catholic 
church but they are discreetly “inactive” 
while people are being wounded and a 
church edifice is being badly damaged!

Mercer Campaign Progresses

MACON, Ga.—(BP)—Over seventy per 
cent of Mercer University’s $600,000 goal 
in the Spright Dowell School of Education 
endowment campaign has been raised, ac
cording to Dr. Louie D. Newton, Atlanta, 
honorary chairman of the drive.

Dr. Newton commended Georgia Baptists 
for their generosity in the $433,179.36 given 
thus far but stressed a need for a concerted 
effort in completing the drive.

The School of Education, named in honor 
of Mercer’s long-time president, must meet 
endowment standards to remain accredited 
with the Southern Association of Colleges.

Organized in April 1913 with 19 members Big Springs church now has 768 members. 
It is the second Baptist church in Cleveland from the point of organization and size of 
membership and is the second largest in Bradley association. Included in the plans 
which have been drawn there is a three-story educational plant to be erected later. 
Pastor and membership are deeply grateful to all who have assisted in erecting this 
building to the glory of God.

Cab Company Helps 
Church Going

BATON ROUGE, La.—(RNS)—The 
Checker Cab Company here has been com
mended by the Ministerial Association for 
urging the public to attend church. The 
company carries on cab display advertising 
Thursday, January 10, 1952

boards the sign, “Go to Church This Sun
day.”

Manager Charles Anderson, a lay leader 
of the Fairfields baptist church, said that 
the standing ad is carried on the illuminated 
advertising boards whenever the boards are 
vacant.

New Church Construction Drops

WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Churches and religious institutions are feel
ing the pinch of government controls over 
building construction much more seriously 
than private construction as a whole, but 
less than commercial stores and business 
buildings, a report by the Department of 
Commerce indicates.

New construction starts by churches and 
religious institutions dropped 18 per cent 
during November to reach a point 33 per 
cent below the comparable level of 1950.
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one ‘TKet&wU&te ?
by DR. E. C. ROUTH

I. HISTORY

John and Charles Wesley, founders of 
Methodism, did not plan to start a new de
nomination. They were members of the 
Church of England and, while students in 
Oxford university, led in the organization of 
a religious club which emphasized holy liv
ing, as a protest against the prevailing 
worldliness of that day. The members of 
the new society were called “Methodists” 
because of their methodical habits. Al
though the Wesleys never severed their rela
tions with the Church of England, there were 
serious differences between them and that 
church, especially in spirit and methods. 
John Wesley was unwilling until a half cen
tury later, to ordain men as superintendents 
(later known as bishops), and then only be
cause the bishops of the established church 
of England had refused, during the Revo
lution, to ordain men for the administration 
of the sacraments in America by the Meth
odist societies. Finally he led in ordaining 
Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke as “Su
perintendents.” That was in September, 
1784. At a conference in Baltimore in De
cember that year it was “agreed to form a 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” Four years 
later Coke and Asbury were being called 
“Bishops” rather than “Superintendents.” 
Thus Methodism was started on its way.

Methodists have an Episcopal form of 
church government with bishops who ap
point pastors of churches instead of per
mitting the churches to select their own pas
tors. Ministers are members of the annual 
conference and not of the churches which 
they serve. The term of service of a pastor 
with any particular congregation has more 
flexible limits than in earlier years. This 
applies especially to the larger city church
es than to the smaller congregations. In the 
Episcopal system, the fellowship as a whole, 
rather than a local congregation with the 
congregational system, constitutes “The 
Church.” Therefore, “The Methodist 
Church” is all Methodism. The ecclesiastical 
organization includes the local congrega
tion, the quarterly conference, the annual 
conference and the General Conference 
meeting every four years.

II. DOCTRINES

What do Methodists believe? The old- 
fashioned Methodists believed in heart re
ligion. John Wesley, one of the founders, 
was 31 years old, had been a missionary to 
the new colony of Georgia, and had re
turned to England a disappointed man who 
feared death. Then something happened. In 
his experience in Aldersgate Street, London, 
he came face to faec with Jesus Christ as he 
had never done before. “I feel I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an 
assurance was given me that He had taken 

away my sins, even mine, and saved me 
from the law of sin and death.” Thence
forth for half a century he was zealous and 
fearless in his proclamation of the Gospel. 
But not all his disciples have followed in his 
steps.

Methodists believe that a child may be so 
trained as never to be in a lost condition. 
We quote from the ritual of baptism or 
sprinkling: “Forasmuch as all men, though 
fallen in Adam, are born into this world 
in Christ the Redeemer.” We quote again 
from a Methodist theologian: “It is there
fore possible that a child may be so trained 
and educated in the nurture and admoni
tion of the Lord as that he will never know
ingly nor willingly transgress the law of 
God, in which case he will certainly grow 
up into regeneration and final salvation.”

Methodists teach that a believer in Christ 
may be lost or “fall from grace.” A Method
ist writer comments: “We admit the possi
bility of falling from grace and if we repent 
not, of perishing eternally; but if we repent, 
we may by the grace of God be restored

This is number one in a series of 
articles in which Dr. Routh, former editor 
of The Baptist Messenger and of The 
Commission, explains briefly the history, 
beliefs and practices of various denom
inations, contrasting them with the 
Scriptures. For this courtesy we are in
debted to the author and to The Baptist 
Messenger in which they were printed 
originally. This series in booklet form 
can be secured at 35 cents a single copy 
from your Baptist Book Store, or Okla
homa Baptist University Press, 2208 
N. Kickapoo, Shawnee, Oklahoma.— 
Editor

to divine favor. This is the teaching of 
Methodism throughout the world.” The 
Methodist creed links works with grace and 
teaches that one may fall from grace and 
be lost finally after having been saved.

Methodists substitute sprinkling or pour
ing for immersion in baptism. Yet John 
Wesley, in his comment on Romans 6:5, in 
his Notes upon the New Testament wrote: 
“Alluding to the ancient manner of baptiz
ing by immersion.”

III. SCRIPTURES

What saith the Scriptures about Sin, Sal
vation, Baptism, the Church?

About Sin:
“There is no difference: for all have 

sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God”—(Romans 3:23).

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all”—(Isaiah 53:6).

About Salvation:
“By grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
not of works, lest any man should boast” 
—(Eph. 2:8, 9).

“He that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life” 
—(John 5:24).

About the Security of the Believer:
“I am persuaded that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow
ers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea
ture, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus”—(Ro
mans 8:38, 39).

“I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. . . . No man is 
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand” 
—(John 10:28, 29).

“I know whom I have believed, and am 
persuaded he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that day” 
—(II Tim. 1:12).

“Beloved now are we the sons of God” 
—(I John 3:2).

About Baptism:
“Jesus when he was baptized, went up 

straightway out of the water”—(Matthew 
3:16).

“They went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized 
him. And when they were come up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip”—(Acts 8:38, 39).

“Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in new
ness of life”—(Romans 6:4).

About Churches and Pastors:
“I will build my church and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it”—(Matthew 
16:18).

“Then they that received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were add
ed unto them three thousand souls”—(Acts 
2:41). Churches were composed of bap
tized believers.

Out of more than one hundred references 
to churches in the New Testament, nearly 
all were to local churches: “the churches of 
Galatia,” “the church of the Thessalonians,” 
“the churches of Macedonia,” “the church at 
Corinth,” “the church at Cenchrea,” “the 
seven churches,” “the churches of Syria and 
Cilicia,” “the church in Jerusalem,” “the 
church at Antioch.”

New Testament churches had two officers 
—pastors and deacons. See Philippians 1:1; 
I Timothy 3. Pastors were called bishops, 
elders, shepherds. See Acts 20:17, 28. 
These pastors were to be chosen by the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 20:28; 13:1, 2).
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DIRECT FROM THE FIELDS
by IONE GRAY

Africa, Europe, and the Near East
Africa: Students in the Baptist college at 

Iwo, Nigeria, took part in a preaching mis
sion in the strong Moslem center in which 
the college is located. Of the 4,576 persons 
who heard the gospel, seven were converted 
and “many others are on the verge of deci
sion.”

Missionary Clyde J. Dotson writes from 
Southern Rhodesia about the need of a Bible 
school, saying that four young men had 
been trying for about three years to secure 
some Bible training. Mr. Dotson urges the 
sending of doctors and provision of medical 
facilities.

Europe: Missionary J. D. Franks, who 
recently traveled three thousand miles in 
continental Europe, writes, “European Bap
tists are beginning to consider that the 
Theological Seminary, Ruschlikon-Zurich. 
Switzerland, belongs to them and to manifest 
a special pride in what we are undertaking 
here.”

Dr. George W. Sadler, secretary for 
Africa, Europe, and the Near East, reports 
that “one who has recently visited east 
Berlin” writes that it is “steadily becoming 
more and more unbearable.” All sorts of 
pressures, especially of an economic nature, 
are resorted to in order to hinder the work 
of the churches. For example, Baptists of 
that area have five young preachers they 
wanted to send to Hamburg Seminary this 
year, but the authorities did not permit them 
to do so.

Dr. Sadler says, “Ambassador Stanton 
Griffis of Madrid deserves the commenda
tion of all liberty-loving persons. He has 
given himself as has no other ambassador of 
my acquaintance to the task of implement
ing the ideals of religious freedom.”

The Commission-. Read the February, 
1952, issue of The Commission for informa
tion on Baptist work in Europe. Included 
among a number of forceful articles are 
“Catholic Unity in Spain,” a description of 
the ideal Catholic State as it finds clear ex
pression in Spain, by J. D. Hughey, Jr., 
Southern Baptist missionary, and “The 
Christian Behind the Iron Curtain,” by Dr. 
Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary of the 
Baptist World Alliance.

Near East: Miss Mabel Summers, mis
sionary to Lebanon, writes from Beirut: 
“Interest among the women, young people, 
and children continues to increase. All the 
Bible study and missionary meetings, as 
well as Sunday schools and other gatherings, 
are well-attended.”
Latin America

Dr. H. H. McMillan, Southern Baptists’ 
unofficial adviser to the Bahama Islands, 
reports encouragingly of his work. He has 
established headquarters in Nassau.

Dr. J. W. Decker, one of the secretaries 
of the International Missionary Council, re
cently concluded a two months’ tour of 
South America and writes enthusiastically 
of what he has seen:

“We thank God for what we saw and 
heard. It was a forcible demonstration of 
the fact that when some doors are closed, 
as in China, others are opened; that the 
gospel never lacks opportunity or proof of 
its power. It is reported that evangelical 
membership has increased 50 per cent in 
the past five years, and that the Protestant 
church grows faster in Brazil than any
where else in the world. . . .

“Southern Baptists in Brazil have by this 
time exceeded 100,000 in membership. Why 
is illustrated by the story told me of a 
slender and quiet pastor I had met. He con
tracted tuberculosis. His doctors told him 
he had but two years to live, so he with
drew to a quiet country town for his last 
months. There, however, from his bed in 
an open shed, he talked about the gospel 
to the people that came to see him. Soon 
he was preaching to a little congregation 
gathered at his bedside. When the two years 
were up not only had he recovered his 
health, but he had organized a church which 
he is still serving and leading from strength 
to strength. ...”

Jamaica: W. N. J. Clarke, minister, East 
Queen Street Baptist Church, Kingston, 
Jamaica, has asked Dr. M. Theron Rankin, 
executive secretary of the Foreign Mission 
Board, to express to Southern Baptists the 
gratitude of 'the Jamaica Baptist Union for 
help which has come to the island since 
the devastating hurricane.

The Orient
Japan: Japanese Baptists recently dedi

cated three educational buildings in Fukuoka 
—one for the Baptist seminary, one for the 
senior high school, and one for the kinder
garten. The kindergarten building is a gift 
of the women of North Carolina and is 
dedicated to Mrs. Foy J. Farmer, Raleigh, 
N. C. Japanese Baptists have a system of 
schools extending from junior high through 
senior college and seminary.

In Japan emphasis is being placed alike 
on evangelism and leadership training. 
Churches are rapidly increasing their 
strength. Many new buildings are under 
construction.

Korea: Missionary John A. Abernathy, 
spent $11,000 of relief funds between Sep
tember 1 and November 15. Thus, he was 
able to extend general relief to 13,186 suffer
ing people, give assistance to 193 students 
and 12 ministers, and help seven churches 
put their war shattered buildings in condi
tion to use. Missionary N. A. Bryan, medi
cal doctor of the China staff, arrived in 
Pusan on December 1. Rev. Rex Ray, also 
of the China staff, is on his way to Korea by 
ship.

New Appointees
Seven young people were appointed for 

lifetime service overseas at the December 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, bringing the total appoint
ments for the year to 58.

Executive Committeeman Dies 
In Plane Crash near Tehran

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BP)—Dr. Henry 
G. Bennett, director of President Truman’s 
Point Four Program and a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, was killed December 22 
when his plane, carrying an American party 
to Tehran, Iran, for a diplomatic visit in 
connection with the technical program, 
crashed in a snowstorm just north of Teh
ran.

Mrs. Bennett was among the twenty-two 
passengers, all of whom perished in the 
tragedy.

The sixty-five-year-old president of Okla
homa A. & M. College was granted a leave 
of absence from his duties in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, in November of last year, to be
come head of the technical assistance pro
gram.

An outstanding educator and agriculturist. 
Dr. Bennett was known throughout Southern 
Baptist territory as an influential Baptist 
leader. A graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
College, Arkansas, he served the Baptists of 
Oklahoma on many committees and boards 
and was at one time vice-president of the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma. 
He was a member of the board of trustees 
of Oklahoma Baptist University.

Much of the Christian atmosphere pro
vided on the campus of the Oklahoma 
A. & M. College was attributed to Dr. 
Bennett’s consistent influence and leader
ship. The son of a Baptist minister, he was 
frequently in demand as a pulpit speaker 
and program personality in both Baptist 
and other churches.

In paying tribute to the leadership of the 
outstanding Baptist layman, Porter Routh, 
executive secretary of the Executive Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
said:

“In the death of Dr. Henry G. Bennett 
the United States has not only lost a valuable 
citizen in the director of its Point Four 
Program, but the nation has lost a man who 
saw the world and its needs in the spirit of 
Christ. The Executive Committee has lost 
a valuable member who took time out from 
his busy official life to study the needs and 
problems of Southern Baptist agencies and 
institutions. Mrs. Bennett will be missed 
because of her intense interest in Christian 
missions and in Southern Baptist mission 
activities around the world.” •

Dr. Bennett was known as one of Ame
rica’s most enthusiastic “flying college presi
dents.” His interest in aeronautics was 
instrumental in the birth a few years ago 
of Oklahoma’s Flying Farmers, an organi
zation which has expanded to national pro
portions just lately.

Often named among the ten top educators 
in the nation, he was listed in Who’s Who 
in American Education and Who’s Who in 
America.
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-Next Sundays ---------------------------------------------
by O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International Bible Lesson for Christian Training, 
copyrighted by International Council of Religious Education

The Call of the Fishermen
TEXT: Luke 5:1-11.

Consummation (vv. 9-11)

First, we (like these four fishermen-dis- 
ciples) are to make our daily occupations 
subsidiary to the greatest occupation for all 
Christians, namely, “catching” men for His 
glory and their eternal benefit. We may 
make a living by farming, by running a 
business, or by looking after a home; but 
we are to live in such a manner that others 
may see Christ living wthin us. When this 
is the case, our testimony and winning will 
be easy because it will be natural.

There is an interval of time between the 
events of last Sunday’s lesson and today’s, 
perhaps several days. The events of today’s 
lesson take place in Bethsaida, located on 
the nothern shore of the sea of Galilee. 
They center around Jesus as He calls into 
definite service four fishermen: Andrew and 
his brother (Simon Peter) and John and 
his brother (James). The four disciples, 
who had already known Him as Saviour, 
now come to know Him as Lord. The 
parallel passages are: Matthew 4:18-22 and 
Mark 1:16-20. A study of Luke’s account 
yields the following.
Challenge (vv. 1-5)

First, there is the challenge of a needy 
world which is symbolized here in our Lord’s 
teaching of the assembled people on the 
side of the lake or sea of Galilee. The hour 
was early but the people were eager to hear 
the truth as it fell from His lips. It was 
gracious and full. We suppose that their 
needs were met. And there still exists the 
dire need of the world. It takes many forms 
but it is essentially spiritual. Dare we, 
as Christ’s followers, ignore or neglect it 
much longer?

Second, there is the challenge of a more 
obedient life to God’s will which is 
glimpsed in the immediate response of 
Simon Peter to Jesus’ command. Peter was 
tired and hungry, after a night of fruitless 
fishing, but he readily obeyed the Master’s 
request. “Nevertheless at thy word,” he 
said. And he will say it many a time there
after, both to his own deep satisfaction 
and to his Lord’s warm approval. Is there 
a reader of these notes who does not feel 
the inner urge to a closer walk with Him, 
in loving obedience to Him?

Third, there is the challenge of enlarg
ing the Christian enterprise. Jesus still says 
to us, “Launch out into the deep.” Big 
fish are usually caught in deep water. It is 
courageous, but worthwhile, to go “all out” 
in His service. Far too many of us, as His 
followers, are content to be building chicken
coops for Him when we could be construct
ing cathedrals for His glory. Can we not 
measure our Christianity in terms of how 
far we are willing to go in His behalf?
Consecration (vv. 6-8)

First, Simon Peter was amazed at Christ’s 
bountiful providing which was seen in the 
net full of fish. And so are we when we 
stop long enough to “count our blessings” 
and “name them one by one.” One trouble 
with us is that we are in too big a hurry, 
perhaps; or it may be that we are just 
downright ungrateful, in either case, may 

the Lord forgive us.
Second, Simon Peter was overwhelmed 

with a sense of unworthiness at the mirac
ulous draft of fish which was given when 
he had obeyed Jesus’ command. Had he 
been reluctant, within, after all? Probably 
so. And if he had, now he is ashamed and 
sorry and conscious of his lack of trust. 
The writer of these notes recalls, while in 
the pastorate, planning and then leading 
special evangelistic services with much fear 
and doubt as to the ultimate outcome. The 
results were as magnificent as he ever wit
nessed. They constrained him to join Simon 
Peter in saying, “Depart from me; for I am 
a sinful man, O Lord.” Let us never seek 
to limit God.

Third, Simon Peter found himself before 
Jesus in what seems to have been an attitude 
of worship and devotion. And this is central 
in consecration and dedication. We are to 
be grateful for His marvelous bounty. We 
are to be humble as we prostrate our hearts 
before Him in adoring worship.

THE GOD OF WAR. AND THE PRINCE OF PEACE

Second, some of us will feel it necessary 
to make the “fishing for men” the sole 
occupation of our lives. We may join these 
four, and thousands of others since their 
time, who “forsook all and followed Him.” 
It is indeed both a high honor and a glorious 
privilege to belong to such an illustrious 
fraternity. Some of them have been crafts
men of rare skill and prodigious labor.

Third, He promises to all alike conquest 
and consummation in spiritual life and acti
vity with, “Fear not; from henceforth thou 
shalt catch men.” What fisherman is there 
who is unable to appreciate these words, 
especially if he has succeeded in catching 
both fish for his food or for his sport and 
men for his Lord? There is a thrill in both 
alike. Both require patience and persistence. 
Both require knowledge and artistry. Why 
have we been saved and why are we kept if 
not to be the means whereby others may be 
saved and kept? Why, indeed? The fruit 
of an apple is another apple. The fruit of a 
Christian is another Christian.
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Oke IJoung South
I have three friends who want to meet 

you. May I introduce them to you today?
The first one is fourteen-year-old Jessie 

Wilson who lives on Route 1, Bethel 
Springs, Tennessee. Jessie is a Christian 
and enjoys going to church. Her favorite 
Bible verse is John 3:16. She likes to read 
and to listen to radio programs. Her ambi
tion is to become a teacher—a good one, 
of course. Softball is her favorite sport. 
Dogs are her favorite pets. Her favorite 
musical instrument is the piano. I wonder 
if she is learning to play. When you write 
to her you might ask her about it.

I hope that Jessie will get several pen 
pals. She has never written us before, 
though she reads our Young South column 
regularly. I hope she will write us more 
letters and tell more about herself. That 
will help her win more new friends. She 
sounds like a mighty nice pen pal!

Another friend whom you will enjoy 
knowing is eleven-year-old Glenda Gill 
whose address is 224 Blue Hills Drive, 
Merry Oaks, Nashville 10, Tennessee. 
Glenda’s birthday is November 12. Her 
father works at the airport. She helps her 
mother with the housekeeping, especially the 
ironing.

Glenda attends Donelson School. In the 
sixth grade, her subjects include Health, 
English, Arithmetic, and Geography. Arith
metic is her favorite. Her favorite play
ground game is “Circle Ball.” Becky Startup 
is her school pal.

Glenda is in the Junior Department at 
her church. She also is a member of the 
G.A. When she gets older, she hopes to 
serve as secretary of her church.

Glenda likes to sew and read funny 
stories. She thinks Boston bulldogs make 
the nicest pets. Basketball is her favorite 
sport. Her favorite musical instrument is 
the piano.

Doesn’t Glenda sound like a good pen 
pal for other Juniors? I hope you will take 
time to write her this week. Tell her which 
part of her word picture made you choose 
her for your pen pal. Invite her to answer 
your letter, answering your questions and 
telling anything else in which you might be 
interested. After your get-acquainted letters, 
you will find many things to write about. 
Let me know whether you and Glenda be
come pen pals.

Linda McNutt is ten years old. She lives 
at 1513 Suncrest Drive, Kingsport, Tennes
see. She is in the fifth grade at Lynn Garden 
School. History is her favorite subject. Two 
things she especially appreciates about her 
school are music lessons and library 
privileges.

Linda’s whole family—she and her 
mother, father, and brother—are members 
of Lynn Gardens Baptist Church. Brother 
J. L. Trent is their pastor. When Linda 
grows up she wants to teach a Sunday school 
class. In the meantime she says, “I can 

help my church now by doing my part.” 
I’m sure her pastor and teachers, are glad 
for this willing attitude of a young church 
member.

Linda does not have a pet, but she likes 
dogs. She likes to read and play the piano. 
She would like to become a nurse. This 
ambition is sure to win for Linda some new 
friends who also plan to be nurses. Or boys 
and girls who share her interest in books 
will find much to write about. Get off your 
letter to Linda today. She will be looking 
for it. And I believe she will answer you 
promptly.

Chese hooks will kelp you prepare

your EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN
EVANGELISTIC SERMONS 
IN OUTLINE
J. O. Williams $2.00
Sixty-four sermon outlines with special evan
gelistic appeal. Some are only one page in 
length—most are longer. Definitely Bible-cen
tered, simple in construction, forthright in ap
proach, they are classified under the following 
heads: Christ; God’s Goodness; Holy Spirit; 
Jesus; Prayer; Salvation; Scripture; Service; Sin
ners; Spiritual Attitudes.

EVANGELISM ACCORDING TO CHRIST
Gaines S. Dobbins $2.50
A valuable study of the teachings and work of 
Jesus, the first and the Master Evangelist. The 
Gospel of John is sweeping and profound in its 
presentation of the gospel. The author’s inter
pretation of evangelism both as to method and 
message is based upon the actual ministry of 
Jesus Christ. The principles and methods of 
Jesus are given as a model for all who would 
do personal Christian work. Many denomina
tions are placing renewed emphasis on evan
gelism and here is a book on both technique 
and theory which will meet the needs of all.

BROADMAN BOOKS OF MERIT

at your BAPTIST BOOK STORE
103 E SIXTH STREET CHATTANOOGA

SERVES BRADLEY AND HAMILTON ASSOCIATIONS 
24 N. SECOND ST. MEMPHIS, SHELBY COUNTY
308 N. CHURCH AVE. KNOXVILLE

EASTERN & NORTHEASTERN DISTRICTS 
127 NINTH AVE, N. NASHVILLE, REST OF STATE

I have one more friend whom I’d like 
to introduce to you, but I do not know 
his complete address. He is nine-year-old 
Donald Whitaker, whose street address is 
1470 Standridge—but I don’t have the name 
of his town! If I had noticed in time, I 
could have gotten this information from the 
postmark on his envelope—but I didn’t! 
And now I don’t have the envelope. Please 
excuse me, Donald, and drop me a card or 
letter right away! Write me another note, 
bringing us up to date on your word picture.

I hope you have found your pen pal for 
this month. If not, keep watching your 
Young South column. You’ll find one yet!

Love,
AUNT POLLY
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Sunday School- JESSE DANIEL, Secretary

Achievements by Associations
We are proud of this report, and yet embarrassed, when we see how far short we 

are in reaching every church. Study the table below. It will be helpful if you will 
refer to the part your association has had in this year’s achievements.

Churches 
with

Association Training
Beech River____________________ 6
Beulah ____________________ 4
Big Emory_____________________ 14
Big Hatchie ____________________ 7
Bledsoe _______________________ 4
Bradley County_________________  28
Campbell ______________________ 4
Carroll-Benton _________________  12
Chilhowee _________ ...__________  20
Clinton _______________________  10
Concord ______________________ 8
Crockett ______________________ 5
Cumberland ___________________  10
Cumberland Gap _________ :_____  13
Cumberland Plateau _____________ 0
Duck River ____________________ 6
Dyer _________________________  16
East Tennessee _________________ 1
Enon _________________________ 0
Fayette _______________________ 1
Gibson________________   4
Giles _________________________ 3
Grainger ______________________  19
Hamilton ____ __________________  53
Hardeman __________   5
Hiwassee ______________ ■._______ 0
Holston _______________________  46
Holston Valley _________________ 9
Indian Creek___________________ 6
Jefferson ______________________ 7
Judson ________________________ 3
Knox _________________________  52
Lawrence______________________ 8
Madison-Chester _____________   28
Maury ________________________ 6
McMinn ______________________  12
McNairy ______________________ 6
Midland____________________   3
Mulberry Gap__________________ 0
Nashville ______________________  43
New Duck River________________ 8
New River_________________    2
New Salem ____________________ 3
Nolachucky ____________________ 5
Northern ______________________ 1
Polk __________________________  18
Providence ____________________ 2
Riverside ______________________ 5
Robertson _____________________  13
Salem _________________________ 5
Sequatchie Valley _______________ 6
Sevier ________________________ 2
Shelby County__________________  50
Southwestern _______________ -— 0
Stewart _______________________ 0
Stockton Valley____ ____________  0
Stone ______     2
Sweetwater ____________________ 1

(Continued next week)

No. 
Awards 
(1951)

No. 
V.B.S. 
(1951)

Enlargment 
1949-50

Gains Losses
109 8 200
117 15 188
522 24 576
291 28 301

96 10 269
539 31 904
124 55 729
422 18 194
542 57 111
407 38 843
229 23 409

84 4 85
191 22 343
182 36 1,188

0 0 0
163 16 203
583 22 553

17 4 301
0 1 52
2 5 189

218 26 • — — — 489
148 15 97
341 35 265

2,341 91 hL88
111 7 426

0 5 228
1,559 88 2,021

294 14 195
99 21 - - _ — — 86

197 22 205
21 1 7

3,414 79 3,500
192 19 76
794 35 215
232 17 12
247 16 133
136 12 550
59 11 584

0 4 221
1,675 112 818

442 24 458
25 16 408
48 13 207

178 34 845
1 6 257

181 33 51
179 29 343
120 32 258
303 20 430
113 20 200
126 15 171
49 7 1,012

1,880 91 3,754
0 0 380
0 8 29
0 1 6

22 27 333
98 12 942

Garwin Edison Burke

Garwin Edison Burke, of Clarksville, 
who is expected to be awarded the Bachelor 
of Divinity degree from Southern Seminary, 
Louisville,.Ky., January 15. Mr. Burke held 
a pastorate in Cumberland association before 
entering the seminary.

NEW BOOKS
"Passport to the World," W. A. Criswell 

and Duke McCall; Broadman Press, 139 pp.; 
$1.75. Interestingly told adventures and im
pressions of a three-month round-the-world 
mission trip by the pastor of First church, 
Dallas, Texas, together with the president of 
Southern seminary, Louisville, Ky.

"Lines for Living,” Earl Riney; Broadman 
Press, 52 pp.; Compilation of epigrams on 
fifty-odd subjects all the way from “anxiety” 
to “youth.”

"Nursery, Beginner and Primary Leader
ship Manual," Thelma Arnote; Baptist Sun
day School Board; 97 pp. Revision of the 
1944 manual by the Director of Children’s 
Work, Training Union Department.

"Windows of the Soul,” by Ernest F. 
MacDonald; Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Michigan; 207 pp.; 
$2.50. Religious novel about a young li
brarian to whom books were windows of the 
soul who learned to see life anew through 
another window—the point of view of a 
blind man.

Center church, Trenton, December 17, 
ordained as deacons: Cecil Wall, James 
Henson, McLyn Overall and Paul Jackson, 
following their interrogation by Pastor Kekh 
Wilson. Participating in the service were: 
Don Booker of Humboldt, Ralph Bray and 
Larry Todd of Bethel (H) church, Buford 
Hamilton, chairman of deacons of Center 
church and Dr. R. C. Briggs of Union 
University, who was preacher for the oc
casion.
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Report of "M" Night Meetings in 1951

Association Attendance
Bradley 516
Campbell 132
Carroll-Benton 38
Chilhowee 400
Clinton 134
Cumberland 134
Cumberland Gap 135
Dyer County 261
East Tennessee 115
Fayette 125
Gibson 92
Giles County 28
Hamilton 2,650
Holston 806
Holston Valley 61
Knox County 1,300+
Lawrence County 98
McMinn 325
McNairy 75
Madison-Chester 278
New Duck River 205
Nolachucky 110
Polk 232
Providence 201
Robertson 255
Sequatchie Valley 75
Sevier 162
Shelby 1,148
Stone 38
Sweetwater 186
Watauga 517
Western District 109
Wilson County 717

Director
Raymond Ledford 
Lloyd Lester 
C. W. Hood 
Joe Rorex, Jr. 
James M. Henry 
Lt. Howard Lee 
Ralph Poore 
Rev. T. L. Alexander 
Frank Gorman 
Mrs. Raymond Hawkins 
Rev. Keith Wilson 
Roy Prindle 
O. O. Mixson 
Jay Harville 
Charles Jones 
Miss LaVerne Ashby 
Alton M. Adair 
L. E. Hudson 
Mrs. W. E. Bailey 
Rev. Charles Dinkins 
Floyd Bennett 
Elmer Hendren 
D. H. Beckler 
Mrs. Earl Maples 
Rev. Vern Powers 
Howard Bayers 
James M. Atchley 
Oliver Barbour, Jr.

Harold E. Oakes 
H. H. Jacobs 
Stanley J. Brown 
Charles E. Orr 
Miss Edlyne Ligon

If you have already had your Mass Meeting 
and have not reported the attendance, won’t you 
do so immediately?

These “M” Night reports are indeed encourag
ing and we believe we are going to reach more 
people than ever before. Already there have been 
11,658 people reached with approximately 590 
churches represented, and there are a number of 
Mass Meetings yet scheduled during the first part 
of January.

Let us note a few of the comments which we 
have received regarding “M” (Mobilization) Night 
meetings:

“ ‘M’ Night for Baptist Training Unions was a 
county-wide mass meeting held Monday night, 
December 10, with the Jacksboro Baptist Church. 
It was a great success, the largest meeting of that 
kind ever held in the Campbell County Baptist 
Association.”—Rev. John Brown, Associational 
Missionary, Campbell Association.

“Best program to date—Dr. Lambdin had great 
message.”—Joe Rorex, Jr., Chilhowee Association.

“Best meeting in history of association. Pastors 
present voted support.”—Ralph Poore, Cumber
land Gap Association.

CHARLES L. NORTON, Secretary

“Attendance was disappointement— 
wonderful meeting—excellent spirit.” 
—Frank Gorman, East Tennessee As
sociation.

“The Lord blessed us with the best 
‘M’ Night attendance in quite a num
ber of years. The spirit was great 
and Rev. E. L. Williams, Knoxville, 
brought a very inspiring message.”— 
Jay Harville, Holston Association.

“More than capacity crowd; enthu
siasm. Mars Hill Church won attend
ance banner with 84% of Training 
Union members present.”—LaVerne 
Ashby, Knox Association.

“Best ‘M’ Night we’ve had.”— 
Charles Dinkins, Madison-Chester As
sociation.

“One of the best meetings in spite 
of bad weather.”—Oliver Barbour, Jr., 
Shelby Association.

“This was the first ‘M’ Night ever 
held in our association. About one- 
half of the enrolment was present. 
There was so much enthusiasm in it 
all.”—Miss Edlyne Ligon, Wilson 
County Association.

Birmingham Baptist Hospitals 
Launch Expansion Program

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—(BP)—A 
Million-dollar expansion and improve
ment program was launched for 
Birmingham’s two Baptist hospitals 
recently with ground-breaking cere
monies for the two three-story wing 
additions to the West End Hospital.

The two wings, contracted at $886,- 
000, will provide additional bed ca
pacity of ninety-two, additional oper
ating rooms, laboratories, central stor
age space and expansion of kitchen 
and dining room facilities.

Improvements and new installations 
are planned for the Highland Avenue 
Hospital.

Funds are being pledged and given 
liberally, according to W. I. Pittman, 
Birmingham layman who is heading 
the advance program. The medical 
staff of the two hospitals, including 
217 Birmingham physicians, have con
tributed more than $100,000. Federal 
funds offered to Birmingham Baptists 
for the construction two years ago 
were refused.

YOUR STATE 
AND MINE

by Agnes Gibbs Ford

The state motto of Tennessee, Agriculture 
and Commerce, is explained as follows: 
Agriculture denotes “that the first reliance 
of the state should be upon products of the 
soil . . . ,” and Commerce indicates “that 
the prosperity of all may be promoted 
through this means.”—Tennessee Blue 
Book, 1949-50.

The Soil Conservation Service of the 
State of Tennessee has assisted in the 
development of 5400 fish stock ponds. 
There are 4922 managed ponds which have 
been stocked with fish furnished by the 
State Game and Fish Commission and the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

The following poem was inspired by 
reading The Tennessee, the Old River, by 
Donald Davidson, and is quoted here by 
permission of the author.

This poem took first prize in the national 
contest for river poems of one’s own state, 
sponsored in 1950 by the Cornucopia, po
etry magazine of The Poets’ Corner, Inc., 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

The Tennessee, (The River of the Cherokees)

Down the slopes of the steep Appalachians, 
Through the lands of the Cherokee, 
Flowed a number of small, swift rivers 
That uniting formed the Tennessee.
A wild Indian sort of a river
That cut through mountains and leas, 
A deep, wide, swift-flowing current— 
That River of the Cherokees.
With its Muscle Shoals and its Narrows 
ft hurled defiance at man;
Few Indians dared brave its swift whirlpools, 
And the tortuous course that it ran.
Flowing southward, its wild, dashing waters 
Made toward the Gulf far below;
Then wilfully turning northwards 
Emptied into the Ohio. •
Within the Great Bend of its turning 
Lay the famed, old hunting-ground 
Of Cherokee, Creek, and Choctaw, 
Where deer and buffalo did abound.
For centuries that wild, wilful river 
Was untamed by the hand of man;
No steamboats plied its deep waters, 
No millwheel it turned as it ran.
But at last that wild river is conquered;
Its power is harnessed today;
It is serving vast reaches of people 
By the might of the T. V. A.
But beneath those lakes lying quiet 
In the sunlight and shade of the trees, 
Does that wild, old river chafe at its bonds— 
That River of the Cherokees?

—Lucy Gray Kendall, President, Nash
ville Branch, The National League of Ame
rican Pen Women, Inc.
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Womani Jlifiionary. Union
MRS. M. K. COBBLE, President 
MISS LAURA FRANCES SNOW 

Young People’s Secretary

A-l Woman's Missionary Societies

Association Church

Beech River Rock Hill

Beulah________ Obion; Ridgely

Big Emory .... S. Harriman; Walnut 
Hill; Rockwood

Big Hatchie_____Covington; Zion

Bledsoe________ Gallatin; Portland

Campbell______ Bear Wallow; Jacksboro

Carroll-Benton ..... Camden; McKenzie

Chilhowie_____ ...Everett Hill; Broadway,
Maryville; Stock Creek

Clinton________ Oliver Springs; Ander
sonville

Concord Barfield; Murfreesboro,
First; Westvue; Wood
bury Road

Crockett_______ Bells; Friendship

Cumberland____ Clarksville, First; Clarks
ville, Second; New 
Providence

Cumberland Gap Cumberland Gap; New 
Tazewell

Dyer Dyersburg, First; Hill
crest; Southside; New
bern

Fayette_________Mt. Moriah
*

Gibson_________Dyer; Salem;*Trenton

Hamilton_______Brainerd; Eastdale; 
Northside

Hardeman______ Middleburg; Whiteville

Holston________ Beulah; Bluff City, First;
Bristol, Virginia Ave
nue; Woodlawn, Bris
tol; 9th St., Erwin; 
Johnson City, Central; 
Johnson City, Temple; 
Litz Manor; Oa4< Hill

Holston Valley__ McPheeters Bend; Rog
ersville

Indian Creek ........Waynesboro

Jefferson________Jefferson City, First
Page 12

MISS MARY NORTHINGTON, Executive Sec’y Treas.
MRS. DOUGLAS GINN 

Office Secretary

Association Church

Knox----------- Arlington; Broadway;
Calvary; Corry ton;
Fairview; Gillespie: 
Inskip; Meridian; Oak
wood; South Knoxville

Madison----------- Ararat; Parkview

Maury--------------Centerville; Columbia,
First

McMinn----------- East Athens

McNairy------- ----  Bethel Springs; Selmer

Nashville------- - Eastland; First; Good- 
lettsville; Lockeland; 
Radnor; Riverside; 
Westwood; Woodbine

New Salem_____ Carthage

Nolachucky------ Alpha; Rocky Point

Polk-----------------Mt. Zion

Robertson____  Barren Plains

Salem ---------------Smithville

Shelby-------------  Arlington; Capleville;
Central Avenue; Col
lierville; LaBelle; La
mar Heights; Mallory 
Heights; Merton Ave
nue; McLean Chapel; 
Park Avenue; Park
way; Poplar Avenue; 
Raleigh; Speedway;
Whitehaven

Stewart_________Dover

Stone________ ... Cookeville, Westview

Sweetwater--------Sweetwater, First

Tenn. Valley____ Spring City, First

Watauga----------- Biltmore; Cobbs Creek;
Calvary, Elizabethton

Weakley_______  Dresden; Gleason; Mar
tin, Central; Sharon

Western Dist.........Maplewood; Paris, First;
Paris, West

Wilson_________Fairview; Gladeville; Im
manuel; Shop Springs

Ministers Find TV Programs 
Interfering With Churchgoing

WORCESTER, Mass.—(RNS)—TV pro
grams have been crude, sexy, and irreligious 
and television generally interferes with 
churchgoing, in the opinion of a majority 
of members of the Worcester Ministers’ 
Association who attended a panel discus
sion on television here.

Replies to questionnaires mailed to all 
members of the association provided ma
terial for the discussion on “Television— 
What It Means To The Church.”

Several clergymen labeled television a 
handicap to ministers. One reported that 
he felt “like an intruder when making parish 
calls in the evening” and that “there are 
times when I know my parishioners resent 
having me in their homes then because they 
want to watch a certain program.” •

The survey found generally that families 
were more interested in television programs 
than in the programs of their churches and 
that children stayed up so late watching 
television that it was impossible for them 
to attend church school and other church 
programs.

Fourteen of the 21 ministers who filled 
out and returned the questionnaires reported 
that television had changed the schedule of 
their parishioners. One said that “it is not 
unusual to have parishioners stay away from 
church programs on nights normally re
served for their favorite telecast.”

Some of the clergymen reported that tele
vision was too time-consuming and that the 
new medium disrupted the schedule of the 
family.

“The children neglect their homework,” 
said one minister. “The mothers neglect 
their household duties, and the fathers never 
get a chance to spend time with their chil
dren or do necessary odd jobs around the 
house.”

Hoyt Vassar began his work as pastor of 
Second church. 2100 Long Street, Chatta
nooga, January 1, succeeding W. Newell 
Bynum who became pastor of East Chatta
nooga church last May. Organized in 1879, 
Second church is the second oldest Baptist 
church in Chattanooga and now has a mem
bership of 650. Some 45 years ago the name 
was changed to Baptist Tabernacle but the 
original name was resumed in 1946.

Pastor Vassar, a native of Alabama, was 
educated at Eldridge academy and Howard 
college in that state and served churches 
in Limestone and Madison-Liberty associa
tions in Alabama before becoming associa- 
tional missionary of Giles association in 
Tennessee and then pastor of Rover church 
in New Duck River association and then 
for three years pastor of El Bethel church, 
Shelbyville, from which field of service he 
resigned to accept the call to Chattanooga 
Second church.

Baptist and Reflector



ATTENDANCESAND ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCHES

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1951

Church
Sunday Training Addi-
School Union tions Church

Sunday Training Addi-
Schuol Union tions

Alcoa, First------------------------------ 177 54
Ashland City, First  59 25
Athens, East 426 129
First 496 185
West End Mission 76 51
North________________________ 244 121
Calhoun________________________115 35
Coghill______________________ 73 63
Cotton Port__________________ 76 69
Double Springs_______________ 32 —
Eastanalle___  56 20
Englewood__  171 60
Etowah, East 95 36
Etowah, First 322 82
Etowah, North 244 121
Good Springs 104 66
Idlewild______________________ 66 60
Lake View  171 60
Liberty, South-----------------------------56 100
McMahan Calvary 79 23
Mt. Harmony No. 1 --------------- 79 48
New Hope 43 23
New Zion 61 38
Niota, First 56 50
Riceville 101 41
Rocky Mount  44 26
Union Grove 66 51
Westview 42 29
Wild Wood 73 53
Zion HUI 59 _

Auburntown, Auburn___________ 138 75
Bristol, Calvary________________ 368 174
Brownsville 393 166
Camden, First____________________261 119
Chattanooga, Avondale__________ 610 192

Calvary______________________ 284 114
Clifton HUI 238 87
East 308 74
East Lake 575 257
East Ridge 452 161
First________________________  822 255
McCarty 61 29
Oakwood-----------------------------------158 122
Pleasant Grove 66 23
Red Bank 697 196
Ridgedale 540 215
St. Elmo  317 114
Soddy, Oak Street 158 50
Spring Creek-------------------------- 228 141

Cleveland, Big Spring 270 173
Waterville 114 84
First ______ -•-------------------------- 447 123

Clinton, First___________________ 376 106
Columbia, First_________________ 370 135

Godwin Chapel 34 _
Second_________________________187 132

Cookeville, West View 161 76
Corryton, Fairview-------------------- 157 54
Crab Orchard, Hailey’s Grove 80 27
CrossviUe, First 197 91
Dyersburg, Calvary Hill----------------- 116 85
First 604 280

Elizabethton, Siam 213 157
Fountain City, Central 874 223

Hines Valley Mission-------------- 51 —
Friendship______________________ 108 20
Gallatin, First _________________ 362 83
Glade villc 117 42
Grand Junction, First--------------------- 81 42

■ w Harriman. Trenton Street .............. 416
51Elizabeth Street Mission . ......

Humboldt, First ...................... 473
— Jackson, Calvary ......................... 469

First . _____’ -.......... .............. 712
North . . 258
West 728

— Jefferson City. Northside_____ 196
Kingsport, First ...... .. 619

Glenwood ____ __ 298
Lynn Garden .... 369

Knoxville, Bell Avenue * 720—- Broadway 1,165
First 722
Lincoln Park__ _ 863■ ■ Sevier Heights 527

LaFollettc, First 278
West . .. __________ 67

2 Lawrenceburg, First-------------- 323
■ ■ ■■ Lebanon, Cedar Grove----------- 96

Fairview . ....................... - 181
Rocky Grove __ 34
Rocky Valley-------------------- 60

— Lenoir City, First----------------- 340
Kingston Pike____________ 29

3 Nelson Street Mission -------- 32
— Lewisburg, First____________ 591

2 Loudon, First----------------------- 303
Martin, First ............................. 313
Maryville, Broadway ................ . 358

Everett Hills--------------------- — 346
1 First .............. ............. ....... 725
2 
i Medina .......... .......... 115•
12 Memphis, Boulevard-------------- 701J Leawood 263
A Millington .......................... 2242 Temple---------------------------- 1,287
6 Winchester----------------------- 265

Milan, First .................. 337
Monterey, First-------------------- 248

—. Murfreesboro, First-------------- 500
*7 Walnut Street Mission-------- 34/ Powell’s Chapel ... 117

Westvue--------------------------- 459
-- - Nashville, Belmont Heights .... 986

Eastland .......    - 594
First . - 1,172
Grace .. ..................................... 750
Due West ............................ . 72
State School _____ _____ 42

1 Inglewood ................. ...... ...... 823
Westwood .......... - . 145
Woodmont . . ......................... 378
Woodmont Center________ 164

New Middleton-------------------- 132
■ 1 1 Oak Ridge, Robertsville---------- 340

Portland, First .......  - 228
■■■■ Pulaski, First ............... ...... 2472

Rutledge _______ 101——
Savannah, First .......................... 134

5 Pickwick Road . ............. ..... 22
—

Somerville, First ___  __ ___ 152
—■

Tullahoma, First ........-........... 196
— Rutledge Falls------------------- 85

Union City, First ..... .............. . 545
Watertown, Round Lick-------- 147

104

122
166 
120 
126
222

79
124
133 
95

289 
382 
120 
208
212

68 
15

163
65 
97

61
93 
18
40

206
107

91
144 
146
302

62
239

67 
125 
318
134
69

110
119

107 
186
310 
131
263 
254

35

234
66 

138
56
47

126
64
67
49
77

119
52
59

118

1
2 
2

i

3 

i 
i
4

9 
2

2

2
2
5

2

1

2

6
2

3

2 
1
1

The following letter was received by the 
Community Fund in one city:

“Gentlemen: Enclosed find my check for 
$2. You’ll pardon me for not signing it, 
but I want to remain anonymous.—A 
Friend.”—Ex.

Mrs. Smythe Browne was making the 
final arrangements for her elaborate recep
tion. “Bridget,” she said to her old servant, 
“for the first 30 minutes after six o’clock 
I want you to stand at the drawing room 
door and call the guests’ names as they 
arrive.”

Bridget’s face lit up. “Very well, ma’am,” 
she replied, “I’ve been wanting to do that 
to some of your friends for years.”

“And what is your reason for wishing to 
marry my daughter?” asked the father.

Puzzled, the young man scratched his 
head, pondered a second, then answered: 
“I have no reason. I’m in love.”

Four-year-old Don seemed afraid of the 
collie next door, but one day, in a spirit of 
adventure, he climbed the fence and went 
over to see the animal. The dog, with tail 
wagging, rushed to Don and, by way of 
friendly greeting, licked his face. Don 
screamed and the neighbor came running 
out.

“Did he bite you, my boy?”
“No,” answered Don. “But he tasted 

me.

“Is the water here on the farm healthy?” 
“Oh, sure, we use only well water.”

Charles Mitchell says the story goes like 
this:

“Man is but a worm. He comes along, 
wiggles a bit, then some chicken gets him.”

“Why are you going to marry that police 
captain?”

“It is against the law, you know, to resist 
an officer.”

r-EAST TEXAS BAPTIST COLLEGE 
MARSHALL, TEXAS

Spring Semester, January 30, 1952 
Summer School, June 2, 1952 

• New Apartments Ready for Occupancy 
• New Dormitory for Men Being Completed 
• New Library-Science Hall Being Planned

Application should bo made NOW/ H. D. BRUCE, Pretidant

High Academic Rating 
High Moral Standards 

Reasonable Rates 
Orthodox in Belief 

Spiritual in Character

Young wife: “What is this ticket, dar
ling?”

Hubby: “Only a pawn ticket.”
Young Wife: “Why didn’t you get two 

so we both could go?”

A philosopher once said: “A work well 
done never needs doing over.” He evidently 
never pulled weeds in the garden.
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We it Uenneiiee NEWS 
by EDWIN E. DEUSNER, Lexington

Sympathy is extended to Dr. Frank S. 
Groner, Administrator of Baptist Memorial 
Hospital, Memphis, because of the death 
of his mother.

Pastor and Mrs. Bob Atwood, Middle
burg and Antioch churches, are the proud 
parents of a seven-pound son, born Decem
ber 16 at Jackson-Madison County General 
Hospital. The little one has been named 
Robert Haynes Atwood, II. Bob is a stu
dent at Union University and makes his 
home at 860 North Royal, Jackson.

Pastor T. L. Maddux has resigned Pine 
Grove church, Lexington, and has accepted 
the care of Gilead church, Glendale, Ky. 
This is the church that ministers to the 
spiritual needs of the 225 children of Ken
tucky Baptist Children’s Home, of which our 
brother, Ford Deusner, is superintendent. 
Brother Maddux will receive his Bachelor 
of Divinity degree at Southern Seminary 
next May.

Mrs. Thelma Shelton, who has been em
ployed for several years as office secretary 
in the Junior Division of the Baptist Sun
day School Board, has been added to the 
staff of First church, Union City, W. A. 
Boston, pastor, as Office Secretary.

Cairo church, near Alamo, organized a 
W.M.S. on December 7. Twelve ladies were 
listed as charter members and officers were 
elected as follows: President, Mrs. L. W. 
Todd; Vice-President, Mrs. Leal Finch; 
Young People’s Leader, Mrs. Henry Butler; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. J. H. Niesler; 
Community Missions Chairman, Mrs. Wells 
Hargett. L. W. Todd, Alamo, Route 2, is 
the pastor.

B
worn by more Baptist choirs than 
all other choir robes combined.

selected from leading 

manufacturers of choir 

robes for design, work

manship, value-patterned 

for adult, youth and 

children-popular colors- 

fashioned to fit and 

please. Prices,sampler 

on request.

NTLEY & SIMON ROBES

BAPTIST'BOOK STORE
Serving your State, Di^t., Assn.

The new $100,000 gymnasium at Browns
ville High School has been named the Lloyd 
Wilson Memorial Gymnasium. Mr. Wilson, 
who was principal at the time of his passing, 
was a Deacon in Brownsville Baptist church, 
Joe Harting, pastor.

Malcomb Avenue church, Memphis, 
Virgil W. Cavender, pastor, ordained three 
World War II veterans to the ministry on 
December 9. They were Harold Brewer, 
James Sanders and Thomas Pitman. Pastor 
Cavender was assisted in the service by 
W. D. Burke, D. M. Metts, Sr., Charles 
Riley, J. C. Booth, and Charles A. Wingo. 
All of the new ministers are students at 
Southern Baptist College, Walnut Ridge, 
Arkansas, and all have been called to pas
torates.

Pastor Gordon L. DePriest began his 
ninth year at Tiptonville on November 16. 
Pastor Robert Orr, Dyersburg, assisted him 
in a revival recently.

First church, McKenzie, L. H. Hatcher, 
pastor, has voted to put Baptist and Re
flector in the budget with the January 3 
issue. May their tribe increase!

Boulevard church, Memphis, C. M. Pick
ier, pastor, has extended a call to Shelby 
Fly to become part-time choir director. S. 
W. Welch will devote his full time to the 
educational work of the Church, s

Pastor R. B. Owens has resigned his work 
in Big Hatchie Association and has accepted 
the Gates and Enon churches in Dyer As
sociation.

Second Baptist church, Lexington, Earl 
Owen, pastor, ordained five men to the office 
of Deacon on December 11. They were 
Morris Brooks, Early Scott, Earl Martin, 
Heart Myracle and W. H. Wood. Pastor 
Arvin Rhodes, Judson church, preached the 
sermon, and a retired pastor, George Kol- 
wyck, interrogated the candidates. It was 
a splendid service.

SSOCIATION 
। MINUTES ; r

1 —may be secured from 
1 your own Baptist Press. 
R Dependable printing at 
A money-saving prices. 
B Call 42-6594 or write us 
Hat 412 Demonbreun St., 
HNashville 3, Tennessee.

CURLEY PRINTING CO.

Truman Set on Renomination 
Of Vatican Envoy

President Truman’s announcement that he 
intends upon the reconvening of Congress to 
renominate an ambassador to the Vatican 
has greatly intensified efforts of his fellow 
Baptists to make known their opposition, 
declares Dr. Joseph M. Dawson, Executive 
Director of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs.

Substantial evidence of this is seen, he 
says, in the mounting requests for thousands 
of pieces of informative literature received 
by his office daily. An impressive aspect of 
the opposition is the activity of the brother
hood organizations of laymen.

“The editorial correspondence of Ann 
O’Hare McCormick from Rome in the New 
York Tinies, December 24,” says Dr. Daw
son, “is being cited as confirmation of the 
Baptist contention that the appointment is 
definitely a violation of the American sys
tem of church-state separation.” She 
pointed out that in Rome the mission is 
regarded as “either to the Pope as the head 
of a world-wide Church or it is nothing, 
to pretend anything else is to make the 
appointment useless or to reduce it to 
absurdity.”

Following the suggestion of the Catholic 
World Magazine that General Mark Clark 
withdraw in order that the President might 
name Barney Baruch has distressed many 
Baptists. While the American Jewish Con
gress has declared the Vatican appointment 
“represents recognition of a particular reli
gious body as a temporal power, constitutes 
a serious breach in the separation of church 
and state and provides precedent and en
couragement for the intensification of reli
gious pressure on government policy,” Bap
tists fear that if Baruch, a Jew, is named, 
opposition to the ambassadorship will be 
castigated as anti-Semitism.

Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Thompson, Lexing
ton, observed their Golden Wedding An
niversary on December 23. The celebration 
was in the home of a son at Paris. Mrs. 
Thompson is a loyal member of the First 
church, and her husband is just as loyal to 
the First Methodist church. She serves as 
one of our W.M.S. Circle chairmen.

Pastor Charles Dinkins and Westover 
church have been assisted in a Revival by 
Rubin Franks, missionary appointee to 
Chile. Brother and Mrs. Franks have been 
the past year in a language school at San 
Jose, Costa Rica. He is a native of Sugar 
Tree, Tennessee.

Pastor J. D. Grey, First church, New 
Orleans, was the speaker at the fourth annual 
Banquet for Baptist Men of Shelby County 
on December 14 at Highland Height church, 
Memphis, Slater A. Murphy, pastor.
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J. P. Edmunds’
Baptist Highlights

. . . Sponsored by the Sunday School De
partment of the Sunday School Board, 850 
Sunday school leaders and workers meet 
in Miami, Florida, January 6-18 for a Con
vention-wide Sunday school clinic. As a 
feature of the Clinic simultaneous enlarge
ment campaigns will be held in all the Miami 
Baptist churches. J. N. Barnette will be the 
director.

. . . Edwin S. Preston, Raleigh, has been 
named director of the Information Service 
of the State Board of Public Welfare in 
charge of publicity, editorial, and public re
lations activities. He was director of public 
relations for Meredith College and former 
president of Cumberland University, Ten
nessee, and Central College, Arkansas.

. . . Charles Welborn, Baptist Hour radio 
preacher, will preach for the first three 
months of this year on the theme “The 
Road to Heaven.”

. . . E. C. Routh, a pioneer among Bap
tists in Oklahoma and Texas, and father of 
Porter Routh, has written Adventures in 
Christian Journalism, which is both an auto
biography and story of Baptists in the west 
at the turn of the century.

. . . Rev. Sam H. Bennett, Fairfield, Ala
bama, for many years enrolling clerk of the 
Southern Baptist Convention died December 
12.

In the Field of Religion

. . . President Truman will send the nom
ination of General Clark as ambassador to 
the Vatican to the Senate after it convenes 
on January 8. He replied to rumors that 
Protestant opposition to the appointment 
might cause him to modify the nomination 
by telling a White House press conference 
that the nomination will be sent to the 
Senate again.

. . . The Universal Military Training legis
lation is scheduled for hearings when Con
gress reassembles on January 8. Proponents 
of the bill have stated their intention to 
rush it through as swiftly as possible. The 
Christian Century, December 19 issue, 
carries an intelligent and exhaustive 24-page 
study of the implications of this bill.

. . . Opposition to this U.M.T. bill has 
been voiced in numerous gatherings. The 
Board of Social Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church in a strong 1200 word 
statement warned that it would “accustom 
our youth to the view that war is ‘endemic’ 
or inevitable and enduring.”

. . . Methodist leaders, including pastors, 
district superintendents, and college profes
sors in a prepared statement said the bill 
“. . . proposes to fasten permanently 
upon freedom-and-peace-loving America 
the European pattern of militarism.”

... J. Ollie Edmunds, president of Stetson 
University, warned educators assembled at 
the annual conference of the Southern As-

Survey Briefs
sociation of Colleges and Secondary schools 
that the U.M.T. bill is “morally wrong be
cause it takes teen-agers away from home 
for a period of training in an army camp; 
financially unsound because it will add a two 
billion dollar item to the budget each year 
from now on; and politically unwise be
cause it abandons the policies set down by 
George Washington in keeping the military 
under civilian control.” He said “the 
greatest danger is that the bill will pass 
before its visciousness has become known, 
passed under prodding of a powerful mili
tary lobby.”

. . . The Navy Department has announced 
a program of cooperation with local 
churches in the vicinity of its installations 
to strengthen the religious and spiritual wel
fare of men in the Navy and Marine Corps. 
Commanders have been directed to promote 
the program and take a personal interest in 
the off-duty activities of servicemen. Chap
lains will help to implement the program 
and local churches are urged to co-operate.

. . . Membership in the Methodist church ' 
rose to slightly over nine million during 
the past year, according to information from 
the denomination’s statistical office, a gain 
of 130,080 for the year. Contributions 
totalled $268,623,814 as against $244,676,- 
674 in 1950. Sunday school enrolment in
creased 63,369 and the Woman’s Society 
of Christian Service gained 54,619.

. . . Representative Walter H. Judd (R- 
Minn.) has been named chairman of a na
tional interdenominational church attend
ance campaign sponsored by the Methodist 
Church’s General Board of Evangelism. 
Using the slogan “Give God a Chance,” the 
campaign will seek to promote weekly wor
ship in church and daily Bible reading at 
home.

. . . The Armed Forces Preaching Mis
sion, sponsored by the Joint Department of 
Evangelism of the National Council of 
Churches and the General Commission of 
Chaplains, has been announced for the first 
two months of next year. Most of the 
military installations of the Army and 
Navy throughout the nation will be visited 
by 250 leading clergymen with the message: 
“Christ is the Answer.”

Church furniture
SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY

Selected hardwood pews In 
classical designs. Painstaking 
workmanship and sound con
struction Identify pieces made 
by Southern Desk Company. 
Write for free Illustrated lit
erature.
SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY 
HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA

Herring Resigns
Golden Gate Seminary

BERKELEY, Calif.—(BP)—Dr. Benja
min O. Herring, president of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Berkeley 
since 1946, has submitted his resignation, 
effective May 31, 1952. The resignation 
has been confirmed by Dr. E. H. Westmore
land, Houston, Texas, chairman of the board 
of trustees.

Dated December 15, the resignation will 
not be acted upon by the trustees until their 
annual meeting in Berkeley in February, 
Dr. Westmoreland said.

Under Dr. Herring’s leadership, Southern 
Baptists’ seminary serving the western part 
of the Convention territory has recorded a 
rapid growth. The current semester’s enrol
ment of 200 is a marked increase over the 
thirty-one who enroled in the fall of 1946, 
Dr. Herring’s initial semester. The 1951-52 
cumulative enrolment is expected to exceed 
240.

Plans are now being formulated for begin
ning construction on a permanent site for 
the Seminary in Berkeley. The Southern 
Baptist Convention has already granted the 
seminary $1,000,000 for building. A cam
pus sufficient to accommodate 600 students 
is being planned for within five to ten years.

Before coming to the seminary presidency, 
Dr. Herring was for twenty-one years a 
member of the faculty at Baylor University, 
Waco, Texas. He has the bachelor of arts 
and master of arts degrees from Baylor and 
the master of theology and doctor of phi
losophy from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.

Dr. Herring has as yet announced no 
plans for the future.
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CUTTING UP THE TIMBER
by DR. F. W. BOREHAM

Success in life depends very largely upon 
proficiency in two fine arts; the art of acquir
ing and the art of administering our ac
quisitions.

In the early stages of a man’s career he 
takes it for granted that the great thing 
is to acquire. Later on, a still more baffling 
problem presents itself. He has acquired; to 
what practical use shall he put his gains?

He has earned his leisure; how shall he 
spend it? The wealth is amassed: What 
shall he do with the money?

One of those ancient sages to whom we 
so often turn amid our modern perplexities 
tells how he once came upon a Syrian back
woodsman who had just felled a tall cedar. 
It lies prostrate before him. And, now that 
it is down, he stands puzzling as to what he 
shall do with the timber.

There is no sense in blood and tears, 
toil and sweat, unless we see clearly the end 
to which they are directed. There is no sense 
in obtaining academic distinctions unless we 
have some purpose to serve by our educa
tion. There is no sense in heaping up wealth 
unless we have some project for its ultimate 
use.

The axeman whom the prophet en
countered in the woods had a programme 
—of a kind. He decided to divide the fallen 

Yet, as soon as it becomes somebody’s 
property, it stands transfused by all the 
ethical forces that mark the personality and 
character of its owner.

Our money becomes good money or bad 
money in exact proportion to our own good
ness or badness. The purposes to which we 
devote our wealth mirror precisely the 
authority that certain regal forces hold upon 
our secret selves.

In this charming idyll of the Syrian forest 
there is only one factor to be deplored. We 
admire the deliberate way in which this man 
divided his treasure among the necessities 
and luxuries and the sanctities of life. It is 
specially pleasing that he found room for the 
sanctities. It is not everybody who does. 
Our only regret must be that he put the 
sanctities last. He regarded the cooking of 
his food as of primary importance. He 
accorded second place to the crackling fire, 
beside which he laughed and rubbed his 
hands in cheerful glee. And the residue of 
his log—the lump left over after the de
mands of life’s necessities and life’s luxuries 
had been met—he made into an idol. He 
gave his god his leavings! Religion finished 
a bad last. For when, like hungry dogs 
fighting for a bone, his Stomach, his Senses 
and his Soul struggle for his treasure, his 
Soul has to be content with the scraps that 
the others leave. The dignity of the faith 

should preserve it from so humiliating and 
melancholy a fate.

Yet we must not be too severe upon 
this oriental axeman. For, after all, he was 
only an eastern idolater. No clear and con
cise revelation had illumined his mind. He 
was merely following some blind instinct. 
We, however, are very differently situated. 
Upon us the light of the ages has shone. 
Into our minds the knowledge of the Highest 
has been poured. We have listened to 
prophets and apostles and seers: we have 
heard the angels sing: we have gazed upon 
the wonders of Bethlehem and Calvary: we 
have listened to the deathless story of re
deeming love: we have been initiated into 
the mysteries into which, of olden time, the 
wisest and holiest and best of men longed 
in vain to peer. The Stygian darkness of 
this old Syrian’s mind may excuse his be
haviour in relegating his religion to the attic 
or the basement of his soul: it is altogether 
to his credit that he found houseroom for 
it at all: but the same mitigating and ex
tenuating circumstances can never be 
pleaded on behalf of those upon whose path 
has blazed the light that never was on sea 
or shore.

And, just as money or anything else, 
whilst capable of the most pitiful degrada
tion, can be made sublime by its dedication 
to some noble end, so, by its consecration to 
God and its devotion to a splendid purpose, 
any life may be made a thing of beauty and 
a joy for ever.—The Australian Baptist.

tree into three parts. With the first he will 
roast his meat; a man must eat. He thus 
pays tribute to the Necessities of life. Then, 
thinking of the chilly evenings, he sets the 
second part aside for fire wood. He will 
sit beside his blazing camp fire, rub his 
hands and feel that life is good. He thus 
makes his concession to the Luxuries of 
life. And then, from the remnant of his 
log, he will carve for himself a god and will 
fall down and worship it. He thus does 
homage to the Sanctities of life. This ear
marking of his booty is most fascinating and 
suggestive.

For, obviously, he is conscious of three 
great hungers. His stomach, his senses and 
his soul are like three hungry dogs fighting 
for a bone. He feels the hunger of the body 
for food, the hunger of the senses for com
fort and the hunger of the soul for wor
ship. And he so divides his log as to gratify, 
or partly gratify, each of these cravings.

And thus—and this is the most striking 
thing about him—he makes the log a con
crete expression of his life. The devotion 
of part of the timber to the physical neces
sities of his being, part of it to sensuous 
indulgence and part of it to life’s real sub
limities, reveals the exact place which each 
of these elements occupies in his secret soul. 
And the place and proportion that he allots 
to each demonstrates the authority that each 
exercises in his own character and experi
ence.

For the wonder of our humanity is so 
intricate and so pervasive that it infects in
animate objects with its own virtues and 
vices, its own merits and defects. A log of 
wood is, in itself, neither moral nor immoral.
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