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Conference Reveals Many Methods People who subtract faith find they multiply 
fear.

Reminds of One Message, Motive
Youth that boasts it is hard-boiled is more 

often only half-baked.

If the doctor tells you that you are as sound 
as a dollar, we assume he will mean you 
score 49 out of a possible 100.—Memphis 
Commercial Appeal.

Chairman J. G. Hughes’ hope, which he 
voiced on opening the conference Monday 
January 21 “That this gathering will be the 
greatest statewide evangelistic conference we 
have ever had,” was more than fulfilled we 
believe. It was the opinion of many as they 
made their way home at its close.

This is saying a great deal, as we have 
had some far-reaching conferences in the 
interest of evangelism. Before the two-day 
gathering had adjourned it seemed that more 
workers actually dealing with the matter of 
evangelism were on hand than heretofore. 
The attendance surpassed last year’s con
ference. Possibly also the flaming desire 
to enthrone Christ in the hearts of all with 
whom they had to do was more evident this 
year than before in those who came to pray 
and plan together to win souls. We have no 
simultaneous crusade this year which an
ticipates what was attempted in 1950 west 
of the river and in 1951 east of the river. 
But there is to be no let-up in the program 
of evangelism. There will be many Associa
tion-wide crusades this spring. Out of this 
conference in Nashville dates were being 
set and plans laid to promote simultaneous 
meetings in associations throughout the state. 
This will be done in other states also.

The conference was pervaded by a sense 
of serious purpose from first to last. Before 
the first afternoon’s session had closed the 
great gathering was on its knees in prayerful 
yielding to the mastery of the Spirit that 
Christ might be enthroned in all.

Those sharing in the program were of 
one mind in declaring that there is great 
need for emphasis on evangelism. Though 
31,880 were baptized into the fellowship of 
our Baptist churches in Tennessee last year 
it was pointed out by L. G. Frey, superin
tendent of missions and evangelism, that 
451 out of the 2,564 churches reported no 
baptisms the past twelve months. This ap
proximates one out of every six churches 
among us. Two years ago the number with
out baptisms was 380, last year, 401. Be
tween 35 and 50 new churches are added 
annually to our Tennessee group. Taking 
these into account it means that, considering 
the total number of churches these past 
several years, we have had right along this 
distressingly large percentage without bap
tisms. This ought to be a matter of serious 
concern to all of us.

How to bring these churches without 
baptisms over into the other column and 

how to make the churches now winning 
converts even more effective was dealt with 
from the standpoint of method, message and 
motive. Speakers and sectional conference 
directors gave evidence of much prayerful 
preparation. They showed themselves aware 
of the many obstacles in the way of vital 
evangelism, yet they always spoke with a 
Bible-based message carrying hope. Bob Orr 
poured out his heart dealing with the pri
macy of preaching. E. Gibson Davis, Roy 
Hinchey and Shields Webb dealt with the 
pastor’s effectiveness. Recounting the 1951 
crusade, Slater Murphy pointed out that 
Tennessee Baptists’ gains came because 
“they waited . . . went . . . witnessed . . . 
won,” following the earliest churches’ ex
ample. C. Y. Dossey of Dallas, Texas, re
minded, “It isn’t a New Testament church 
if it isn’t missionary and evangelistic.” Cut
ting through complacency and shallow con
cepts Carlyle Marney of Austin, Texas, led 
his hearers to deep searching of their own 
hearts. His messages were replete with his
torical references and literary gems. His 
words were like an artist’s brush strokes 
painting vivid pictures on the listener’s mind.

Group conferences by Jim Brewer, R. 
Paul Caudill, Francis Warden and Roy 
Bethune proved very practical and helpful 
to all privileged to get the benefit of these 
experienced leaders discussing preparation 
measures and means for revival. Don Pinson 
led an “idea period” for promoting attend
ance at revivals which was shared in by 
Leonard Stigler, Lauren Sprunger, Ramsey 
Pollard, C. Y. Dossey and E. L. Williams. 
These told of the value of cottage prayer
meetings, religious censuses and follow-up 
visitation, observance of special nights, use 
of “chain-link” encouragement in attend
ance, and the value of having the whole 
Sunday school in session each night ahead 
of the evangelistic services themselves.

It was evident from this conference that 
there are many good workable methods 
which can with profit be used. These were 
made known and will be utilized more 
widely. It was also evident in the thinking 
of the gathering that though there may be 
many methods there is but one message, 
Jesus Christ, crucified, dead, buried, risen, 
coming again—Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
the only Saviour, the one Mediator between 
God and man, the coming Lord and final 
Judge. And as there was and is but one 
message, there is but one motive that ought 
to impel, the love of Christ constraining!

You had better be ready to change your 
mind when needed or your mind will 
change you. The way a man’s mind runs 
is the way he is sure to go.—H. B. Wilson, 
Think.

It is good for all of us to have sufficient work 
to employ our time; to have enough vari
ety of duties that will break up the monot
ony of life; to fall in love with the wodc 
that makes our living. It is good to beaK 
to see mistakes in our own work, and co» 
rect them without being discouraged; ® 
take enough recreation to make our wb® 
our delight; to know th^t no labor, how 
ever menial, is degrading.—Altrusa Bio* 
ter. |

La
The king of Samoa once gave a banqu^Rli 

honor of Dr. Vincent C. Heiser who tbld 
about it. When the time came to say nice 
things about the doctor His Majesty still 
remained squatted, native fashion. While 
a professional orator, brought in for the 
purpose, “laid it on thick.” After the long 
speech of praise, Heiser rose to express his 
thanks, but the king drew him back: 
“Don’t get up,” he said. “I have provided 
an orator for you. In Polynesia we don’t 
believe that public speaking should be 
engaged in by amateurs.”—Dan Bennett.
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Not Less Than
100 New Missionaries in 1952

RICHMOND, Va.—(BP)—“Not less than 
100 new missionaries must be appointed 
in 1952,” reports Dr. Frank K. Means of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission board 
as he recently previewed plans for the com
ing year.

The Board’s objectives for the year will 
be three-fold: (1) enlarging present work, 
(2) establishing new work, and (3) reassign
ing the many missionaries recently forced 
out of China.

“Enlarging our present work involves both 
an increase in personnel and in financial sup
port,” Dr. Means said. A minimum of 
$4,000 per year is required to promote the 
work of each appointee.

While plans are being made to start work 
in a few new fields, many of the appointees 
will strengthen staffs in areas where one or 
two couples now serve a million or more 
in population. Many will be assigned to 
Japan and others to the Philippines, Siam, 
Formosa, Korea, the Gold Coast, Southern 
Rhodesia and several Latin American coun
tries.

Efforts are being made to reassign the 
China missionaries to locations where their 
knowledge of the Chinese language will be 
put to use, Dr. Means said. But it will not 
be possible for all and many will face the 
study of a new language.

“As the Foreign Mission board looks to
ward 1952, it also looks toward the people 
in our Southern Baptist churches,” Dr. 
Means said. “Their gifts will determine just 
how much of the Board’s planning is ‘wish
ful thinking’.”

Number 53,000!
Mr. Clifford Watson of Bluff City, RFD, 

became our 53,000th subscriber, January 
24, when he personally came to the Baptist 
and Reflector office and gave in his sub
scription bringing our total to 53,000.

Mr. Watson was attending the conference 
of Vacation Bible school workers in session 
at the State Board Building. A member of 
Chinquapin Grove Church in Holston As
sociation, he is a nephew of the late beloved 
Miss Adelia Lowrie who long taught at 
Cosby Academy and at the Baptist Chil
dren’s Home at Franklin.

We look forward to welcoming our 
60,000th subscriber before too long. Thanks 
to all who will help us reach this number!

Call for Press 
To Lead Return 
To Basic Morality

Chicago, (E/P) Representatives from 
fifty leading evangelical magazines in the 
United States and Canada, meeting for the 
fourth annual convention of the Evangelical 
Press Association, formulated plans for a 
complete press service, including news, 
stories, articles, and pictures, to be known 
as Evangelical Press with the by-line (E/P), 
for the particular benefit of evangelical pub
lications and publishers.

Featured speaker at the EPA Convention 
was O. K. Armstrong, Congressman from 
Missouri, who addressed the editors and 
publishers at a banquet session January 23, 
Congressman Armstrong, speaking on the 
subject, “What Can We Do to Help?” called 
upon the evangelical press to provide leader
ship in a nationwide return to the basic 
moral and spiritual principles upon which 
America was founded. Citing the impor
tance of the individual Christian, and the 
power of the voice of grass-roots sentiment,
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dre you soLusy looking at the 
World that you can't see the

PEOPLE?
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he suggested that Christians take a more 
active part in government affairs and recog
nize their responsibility to demand honesty 
and righteousness in the decisions of na
tional leaders. “Only thus can we have a 
consistent and sensible foreign policy that 
will stop appeasement of Russia and deal 
with international problems in a way that 
will command respect from the other na
tions,” he declared.

Armstrong lashed out against the jet 
engines shipped by Britain through China 
to Russia which are now being used to fight 
our American pilots, at the wavering policy 
which dumped China into the lap of Com
munism, and at the Universal Military Train
ing bill now pending in the United States 
Congress. “That bill is wrong, but it will 
pass with a narrow margin if the Christians 
of this country do not flood the Congress 
with protests in the next few weeks,” he 
declared. Asked concerning the value of 
letters to Congress, he cited the overwhelm
ing response from Protestants in the matter 
of the Vatican appointment. He gave his 
opinion that the Vatican issue would be 
quietly closed for the President did not dare 
carry through in the face of such deter
mined and vocal opposition.

Evangelistic Meet May 
Overcrowd San Antonio 
Church

FT. WORTH, Tex.—(BP)—The 1953 
annual Baptist Evangelistic Conference has 
been invited to San Antonio next year but 
the Texas Baptists may have to come back 
to Ft. Worth unless sufficient room can be 
provided for the meeting, according to Dr. 
C. Wade Freeman, superintendent of evan
gelism of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas.

The First Baptist Church in San Antonio 
will- not hold an attendance such as this 
year’s conference saw recently in Ft. Worth’s 
Will Rogers Coliseum—Freeman estimated 
that 90 per cent of Texas’ Baptist pastors 
were on hand and the five sessions totaled 
over 24,000 attendants.

The conference is already set for Ft. 
Worth in 1954 and may soon adopt Ft. 
Worth as a permanent meeting place, Free
man said.

America Must Give Evidence, 
Rankin Urges

The world cannot be saved with “loud
speakers or an empty cross,” according to 
Dr. M. Theron Rankin, executive secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s For
eign Mission Board.

In a Missionary Day address at the South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis
ville, Ky., he stressed that “we must put 
ourselves into the cross ... if we hope to 
save.”

In connection with the special Missionary 
program, approximately 20 students re
sponded to Dr. Rankin’s invitation for them 
to become foreign missionaries.

Many peoples of the world, thinking of 
missionaries sent from America, Dr. Rankin 
asserted, are saying, “Before you bring the 
cross to us, put yourself on it!”

“It is necessary,” he continued, “that we 
come into a personal relationship with God, 
through Jesus Christ, and lose ourselves in 
Him. We must put God in the place of 
ourselves.”

“Whether we go as missionaries abroad,” 
he said, “or whatever we do, the effective
ness of our witnessing for Him will depend 
upon the way in which we have emptied 
ourselves unto God.”

Christian America, he emphasized, faces 
a challenge to “give a convincing evidence 
throughout the world that we believe what 
we preach.” Also, he added, it is necessary 
to “give convincing evidence that what we 
preach is the truth.”
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by E. C. ROUTH

Recently the Lutheran church—Missouri 
Synod, the second largest Lutheran body in 
this country, with a membership of approxi
mately 1,700,000, met in Milwaukee, in 
triennial convention. The largest Lutheran 
organization in America is the United Lu
theran Church in America, which was 
formed in 1918 through the union of three 
large synods, and now has a membership of 
approximately 2,000,000. It is estimated 
that there are 85,000,000 Lutherans through
out the world.

I. HISTORY
The founder of this great fellowship was 

Martin Luther, who was a small lad when 
Columbus discovered America. When he 
was in his twenty-third year he turned from 
his law studies and became a monk. He won 
his doctorate in the University of Witten
berg and became a professor in that school. 
In quest for peace of soul he came to see 
that assurance was found, not in the pre
cepts and practices of the Roman Catholic 
church, but in the teaching of the Scrip
tures that “the just shall live by faith,” and 
through individual fellowship with Jesus 
Christ. He attacked the authority of the 
pope and of councils, and sale of indulgences 
—purchased permission to sin without the 
consequent penalty—and was finally excom
municated by the pope. But for the power
ful support of German noblemen he would 
have been put to death. His answer to 
his persecutors was: “I cannot do otherwise. 
Here I stand. God help me. Amen.” Luther 
translated the entire Bible into the plain 
speech of the German people. He estab
lished the form of worship for the Lutherans, 
and wrote the Catechisms still being used. 
He published a number of tracts which in
fluenced the thinking of multitudes, espe
cially the one “Concerning Christian Lib
erty.”

The first Lutherans in America settled, 
about the middle of the seventeenth cen
tury in New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
and Georgia. The patriarch of American 
Lutheranism, Pastor Henry Melchior Muh
lenberg, arrived in September, 1742. He 
married the daughter of Conrad Weiser, mis
sionary to the Iroquois Indians, who had 
influenced the Iroquois to side with the 
English rather than with the French in the 
French and Indian War. Of that union were 
bom six sons and five daughters. Three, of 
the sons became ministers, and two of the 
daughters married ministers. One of the 
sons left the pulpit to lead American troops 
in the War of the Revolution, and became 
a brigadier-general. His statue fills one of 
the Pennsylvania niches in the Hall of Stat
uary in the National Capitol. Another son 
was the first speaker of the National House 
of Representatives.

II. ORGANIZATION AND DOCTRINES
Beginning with the local congregation, the 

Lutheran ecclesiastical system extends as a 
rule, through synods, districts, and confer
ences or conventions to the general conven
tions, varying according to the different 
groups of synods. There are quite a number 
of synods in the United States, due in part 
to differing languages (Norwegian, Danish, 
Swedish, Finnish, German, Icelandic, etc.); 
to geographical limits; but the distinctions 
are due also to differing doctrinal emphases 
and interpretations. Generally, the synods 
have no jurisdiction over the congregations 
except in such questions as are referred to 
the synods by the churches. Churches select 
their own ministers. In a number of synods 
the minister is ordained by the synod at its 
annual meeting. The functions of the gen
eral bodies are, for the most part consulta
tive or advisory, and administrative in com
mon, co-operative interests, such as mis
sions, education, and beneficence.

In practically all of the synods, Lutherans 
pledge their allegiance to the three creeds

(This is the fifth in a series of 
articles in which Dr. Routh describes the 
history and beliefs of various denomina
tions.) Through courtesy of the author 
and the Baptist Messenger of Oklahoma 
we are permitted to carry these articles.

or symbols of the faith—the Apostles’, 
Nicene, and Athanasian; also to the Augs
burg Confession, and Luthers’ Small Cate
chism. Many use additional formulas of be
lief such as the Apology of the Augsburg 
Confession, the Large Catechism of Luther, 
the Smalcald Articles, and the Formula of 
Concord. In this respect the Missouri Synod 
is one of the strictest.

In breaking with the.. Roman Catholic 
church, Martin Luther did not go all the 
way. He did not throw off all the grave- 
clothes of Roman Catholicism. He still held 
to infant baptism, to the sacramental con
ception of the ordinances, to the control of 
religion by the State rather than by the 
pope, to the authority of Creeds, and em
phasized the letter rather than the spirit in 
religion. As Dr. A. H. Newman has so 
clearly stated, Luther made his interpreta
tion of the Scriptures the only admissible 
one and persecuted those who did not think 
as he did.

We quote from an official Lutheran of
ficial statement of their faith: “The sacra
ments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
are not regarded as mere signs and memo
rials, but as channels through which God 
bestows his grace . . . Lutherans believe that 
the real body and blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ are present in, with, and under the 
earthly elements in the Lord’s Supper, and 
that these are received sacramentally and 

supernaturally. The Lutheran church be
lieves in infant baptism, and baptized per
sons are regarded as having received from 
the Holy Spirit the potential gift of regenera
tion, and are members of the church, though 
active membership follows confirmation.”

According to the Augsburg Confession, 
“Baptism is necessary to salvation.” In 
Luther’s Small Catechism we read, “Bap
tism worketh forgiveness of sins.”

III. WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURES?
1. The Bible, plus no other book or creed, 

is to Baptists the sole and sufficient rule of 
faith and practice. We have already named 
several creeds which are authoritative with 
Lutherans. If all statements of faith framed 
by men were destroyed, our Baptist faith 
would not be affected, so long as we have the 
Scriptures.

“What saith the Scriptures?” (Romans 
4:3) is the authority for us, not the Apostles’ 
Creed, or the Nicene Creed, or any Confes
sion or Catechism. “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness” (II Timothy 
3:16). “The prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man; but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit” (II Peter 1:21).

2. The letter, without the Spirit, is void. 
Jesus had conflict with the religious leaders 
of his day who boasted of their loyalty to 
their traditions, but transgressed the com
mandments of God. (See Matthew 15:2, 3: 
II Cor. 3:5, 6; Romans 2:29; John 3:6). 
According to the New York Times (June 
23, 1950) hours were consumed at the re
cent convention of the Lutheran church- 
Missouri Synod in open hearings on the 
meaning of Romans 16:17, 18: “Now I 
beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned and avoid 
them for they that are such serve not our 
Lord Jesus Christ but their own belly; and 
by good words and fair speeches deceive 
the hearts of the simple.” A considerable 
number held that this passage forbade even 
prayer fellowship with other Lutherans. We 
may add that some Lutheran groups have 
been influenced too much by Continental 
views on observance of the Sabbath, use 
of alcoholic liquor, and conformity to the 
world. However, Lutherans are not alone in 
failure to worship and serve God in spirit 
and truth.

3. We believe that baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper are symbols, not sacraments. In I 
Corinthians 2:26 we read: “For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do shew (or proclaim) the Lord’s death 
till he come.” The ordinances do not pro
cure salvation; they proclaim salvation— 
salvation wrought wholly by Christ’s atoning 
death on the Cross, and not by any ritual 
or ceremony. Martin Luther enunciated a 
great truth when he proclaimed the Scrip
ture, “The just shall live by faith.” But 
he did not reach far enough: “Therefore 
we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the Law” (Romans 
3:28).
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“When He Had Prayed 
For His Friends”

by ERNEST 0. SELLERS

Collection Plate Wasn't 
Big Enough

PASADENA, Tex.—(RNS)—The Rev. 
M. D. Hale, holding a revival at the 
Pasadena Memorial Baptist Church here, 
felt he had preached a pretty good sermon 
when a member of the congregation ap
proached him.

These words are recorded in the last 
chapter of the world’s epic discussion of the 
problem of human suffering. The accusa
tions of Job’s friends—so-called—had been 
properly met, God had rebuked Job for his 
pride so that he exclaimed, “I abhor myself 
and repent in dust and ashes.” His accusers 
also were led to a confession of guilt. (Job 
42:7-9) Then we read that the Lord “ac
cepted” Job and “turned his captivity” when 
(not before), he “prayed for his friends.”

The Bible teems with records of inter
cessory prayer and it explicitly commands 
that we pray one for the other. Why then 
does there seem to be so little of the note 
of intercession in the public prayers we hear? 
At least so it seems as we listen. We are 
convinced, judging by our own prayers, that 
there is none too much of intercession in our 
private praying.

The high light, to us, of the life of our 
Lord is recorded in the seventeenth chapter 
of the gospel by John, His great prayer of 
intercession. Such praying is what we talk 
about but do so little of. Such praying is not 
easy. It is soul-rending and comes only from 
the depths of human emotions and expe
riences.

Job had been tried as perhaps no other 
man has ever been tested. The Lord did not 
turn his captivity however until after he 
made intercession on behalf of his friends. 
When Moses reached the point of willing 
extinction, as he interceded for errant Israel 
then God “repented”—changed His mind— 
and pardoned a sinning nation.

Nor do we hear the notes of thanksgiving 
and praise in our prayers as would seem 
proper. Remember the Master’s question, 
after He had healed the ten lepers? The 
Son of God longed for and missed the ex
pression of thanks and gratitude His deed, 
in simple courtesy, would demand. Too 
much of seeking blessings for self and too 
little intercession on behalf of others leads 
to sterility in our prayers. “There is that 
which scattereth yet increases and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, but 
tendeth to poverty.” The liberal soul, the 
one that thinks about and helps to provide 
for others, shall be made fat.

No man perhaps interceded more on be
half of others than George Meuller of Bris
tol, England. Visiting that celebrated or
phanage the superintendent took me to an 
upper room and pointing to a long oak table 
said, “There is where Mr. Mueller used to 
open the word of God and spread His 
promises before Him on behalf of this work, 
these orphans.” He then added, “Mr. Meul
ler has been dead these years but God is 
redeeming His promises for us just as He 

did for Mr. Meuller.” That wonderful rec
ord there in Bristol was not the work of 
George Meuller but God responding to His 
promises to one who claimed them by faith.

May the Lord not only teach us how to 
pray but give us the strength, wisdom and 
perseverance that will deliver us too, when, 
like Job, we “pray for our friends.”
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UI shall try to correct errors 
where shown to be errors, 
and 1 shall adopt new views 
as fast as they shall appear 
to be true views. AlLMAM

Washington Revival 
Off to Good Start

WASHINGTON, D. C.—(BP)—Billy 
Graham got off to a good start here despite 
local fire ordinances restricting to 5,000 
the building where he is conducting his 
revival. The auditorium is supposed to seat 
20,000.

One local city official waived regulations, 
saying, “We ought to trust the Lord for 
8,000.” Several church-minded congressmen 
are trying to get a temporary waiver to allow 
full use of the building.

When asked his opinion on the crowds 
that “broke into” the building despite the 
regulations, Mr. Graham said, “I did not 
come here to break the law. I have no way 
to enforce the law.”

The annual evangelistic conference in our 
state is proving to be one of the most im
portant meetings of the year. Interest in 
these gatherings is increasing. The Program 
Committee for this year’s meeting, J. G. 
Hughes, chairman, together with B. Frank 
Collins and E. L. Williams, are due our 
thanks along with L. G. Frey, superintend
ent of the Department of Missions and 
Evangelism for planning this splendid con
ference. An able committee composed of 
Harold Purdy, chairman, John Haggai and 
D. M. Renick have been appointed to ar
range next year’s program.

First Church, Mt. Pleasant, J. Lowell 
Knupp, pastor, had the high privilege dur
ing January to license two young men to 
the ministry: Harold Dean Smith and Don
ald Sands, sons of Deacons John A. Smith 
and L. A. Sands. Donald entered Carson- 
Newman College, January 21. Harold Dean 
will enter Union University upon gradua
tion from Hay Long High School this spring.

The member said he wanted to make a 
donation, but added that it was too large 
to put in the collection plate.

Mr. Hale smiled in anticipation, but paleu 
when the member announced that he would 
donate a horse.

Now the church has a horse for sale.

School Board Denies 
K. of C. Request

LONDON, Ont.—(RNS)—The Board of 
Education here turned down a request by 
the local Knights of Columbus chapter that 
the use of public school buildings be pro
hibited for meetings in which the Roman 
Catholic Church would be criticized.

The K. of C. request followed an an
nouncement that the Canadian Protestant 
League was to hold a meeting at which a 
speaker was scheduled to discuss the topic, 
“Is Archbishop Stepinac Guilty or Not 
Guilty?”

The board’s action was taken after the 
trustees had received an opinion from Trus
tee Cecil Carrothers, a lawyer, on the legal 
issue involved.

Mr. Carrothers held that freedom of 
speech was involved, and that any person 
might say what he pleased so long as it 
was not treasonous, seditious or blasphe
mous. He defined blasphemy as “ridicule or 
scoffing at Christ and the Holy Scriptures.”

“The law today is such that the discussion 
of various religious denominations by those 
who disapprove of them is legal,” Mr. 
Carrothers said. “I cannot conceive it to 
be the duty of any public body to pre-censor 
speakers who may appear in public halls.”

Suggests Letter-a-Month 
Evangelism Club

ELGIN, Bl.—(RNS)— A Church of the 
Brethren pastor in Gotha, Fla., has suggested 
a Letter-a-Month Club for the conversion 
of non-Christians.

The Rev. James H. Morris, presenting 
his plan in the current issue of the denomi
nation’s national weekly published here, 
wrote:

“This is a plan which I have already used 
successfully. It consists of writing one 
letter each month to some person who is 
not a Christian, asking him to accept Christ 
as his Savior.”

Mr. Morris asked that all persons willing 
to join in the plan write to him, saying they 
wish to be a member of the club.
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Tjke ^oung South

Last week I told you that I had a special 
request to share with you. It came to me 
in a letter from one of our Young South 
friends. Would you like to read the letter?

Dear Aunt Polly,
I am sick and shut in and have been for 

some time. I read the Baptist and Reflec
tor each week and I find that most of the 
pen pals are too young for me. I get aw
fully restless lying in bed and I wish I had 
some friends to write to.

I am a girl seventeen years old. My 
birthday is August 16. I am a Senior in 
high school this year, but I cannot go to 
school. I have a “Homebound Teacher.”

I am a member of the Immanuel Baptist 
Church. A lady from the church comes to 
my house to bring me church literature.

My hobbies are collecting handkerchiefs 
and postcards. I did like to play basketball, 
but I may never get to play again. I love 
all sports.

I attend all church services when I am 
well.

I have two brothers and one sister. My 
father is a carpenter.

I would really love to have some pen pals. 
They would cheer me up.

Sincerely,
June Nanney

1211 Burgie Street 
Elizabethton, Tennessee

I am sure you won’t let June down. You 
will write to her, won’t you? Perhaps you 
can find a picture postcard which shows 
something of which your town is especially 
proud. Is there a card with a picture of 
your own church or school? That would 
be an interesting picture to add to June’s 
collection.

Picture postcards would make nice val
entines for June. Be sure to put your name 
and address on the card, and tell as much 
as possible about yourself. June will be 
especially interested in your age. She might 
like to know why you chose the particular 
picture on the card you send. Later, in a 
letter, she will want to hear other things 
about you and your town.

I hope you will show today’s Young 
South column to some of your friends who 
do not get the Baptist and Reflector. 
Ask your Sunday school teacher to let 
you tell the members of your class about 
this special opportunity to make somebody 
happy this week. Perhaps your class would 
like to make one fancy valentine and for 
all the class members to sign. On the in-
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side or back of the valentine you could write 
June a note telling about your class.

Even if you are not old enough to be
come a pen pal of June, she will be very 
glad to have a cheer-up valentine message 
from you.

When June writes to tell me how many 
friends she hears from, I will pass that in
formation on to you. How many do you 
think it will be? Will you be one of them?

After you have written to June, you may 
have time for a get-acquainted note to an
other new friend. Here are two word pic
tures which you haven’t seen. Perhaps one 
of these girls would make you a good pen 
pal. It’s time to begin looking for a Feb
ruary friend, you know. We are trying to 
make at least one new friend each month.

Betty Ruth Holley is a fifteen-year-old 
friend who lives on Route 2, Prospect, 
Tennessee. She is in the ninth grade at 
Elkton High School. She is especially anx
ious for a pen pal. In her letter she said, 
“I enjoy receiving letters and writing let
ters. I will answer every letter I get.” That’s 
a promise. Let’s give Betty Ruth a big job 
of answering lots of letters this week.

Younger girls and boys will want to 
become better acquainted with Jo Anne 
Baskin, an eight-year-old friend who lives 
at 2601 Live Oak Road, Nashville, Tennes
see. Jo Anne is in the third grade at Whit
sett School. She goes to Sunday school at 
Radnor Baptist Church. When Jo Anne 
wrote her letter she was quite excited about 
their new home. “I have a room all my 
own,” she said. “It is pink and I am enjoy
ing it very much.” I’m sure she will be 
glad to tell you more about that when you 
become pen pals. She is expecting lots of 
letters.

Recently my mail has included lots of 
letters from Young South friends—new 
friends and old ones. I have some very in
teresting word pictures to share with you. 
Keep watching your Young South column. 
And keep those letters coming! I like it. 
So do your other friends who want to keep 
up with you! My address—Belcourt at Six
teenth Avenue, South, Nashville, Tennessee.

Love,
AUNT POLLY

High School Athletes 
Promote Bible Reading

STAMFORD, Conn. — (RNS) — Bible 
reading among students has increased 
sharply in Stamford High School thanks to 
the interest shown by several school ath
letes.

Much of the credit goes to Al Martin, 
first-string fullback of the school, who meets 
with a group of 25 fellow students in a 
corner of the school cafeteria for brief pe
riods of meditation before lunch. Also, in 
place of the usual Saturday evening parties, 
the group has organized a weekly Bible 
reading and discussion club.

As a result of this activity, Principal Roy 
Hill notes definite signs of moral awakening 
among his pupils.

Although Mr. Hill has signified his ap
proval of the project, he has halted attempts 
by members to distribute circulars to the 
student body, believing that this would vio
late board of education policy.

Only members of the group may attend 
Saturday evening activities, with parents not 
permitted to accompany students. Athlete 
Martin conducts services, which are followed 
by a short sermon and individual testimo
nials by members. Senior class president 
and track star, William Zbori, also is a 
member.

MacArthur Named 
For Bible Award

CHICAGO—(RNS)—Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur has been named by the Chicago 
Bible Society as the recipient of its first 
Gutenberg award “for outstanding service 
in the spread of the Gospel.” The award 
is in the form of a six-color facsimile page 
from the Gutenberg Bible.

A citation states that Gen. MacArthur 
“brought about the greatest mass distribu
tion of Scriptures in modern times when 
he, as supreme commander for the allied 
powers in Japan, established the contacts 
and prepared the way for the Bible societies 
of the world to enter into Japan and dis
tribute millions of copies.”

World War II Nurse 
Gives Money for Italy

A nurse, of Waco, Texas, who served 
in Italy during World War II, has sent the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board a 
check for $100 to be used for “some kind 
of mission work in Italy,” according to 
Everett L. Deane, treasurer for the Board.

The letter accompanying the check said: 
“While serving in Italy I was injured at 
Anzio. As a result of this injury I have 
been recently retired from the Army. Be
cause I cannot go back personally to the 
group of people that I know (firsthand) 
need so much help now, I trust that this 
check might help in some way.”

Baptist and Reflector



^Next Sundays JjMon______________________ __
by O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International Bible Lesson for Christian Training, 
copyrighted by International Council of Religious Education

TEXTS: Luke 18:18-30; 19:1-10 (Larger)—Lu. 18:18-23; 19:1-10 (Printed)— 
Matthew 7:13-14 (Golden).

The Decisions of Two Rich Men
A human life is like a great river. Let 

it meander and no one receives much if 
any benefit, but harness it and give it direc
tion and countless thousands are the bene
ficiaries. For centuries the Tennessee River 
wandered and wasted but in recent years 
it has been put to work to turn the wheels 
of industry and to lighten the burdens of 
the people who live in its valleys. And so 
it has been with many individuals down 
through the ages. This is the essential teach
ing of the Golden Text, as our Lord taught 
about the two ways and the two gates and 
the two traveling groups and the two desti
nations. The two rich men, about whom 
we study in this lesson, illustrate the Golden 
Text. One’s decision was a refusal while 
the other’s was an acceptance of Jesus’ way 
of life. The love of money, rather than the 
possession of money as such, seems to have 
been the difference between the two. See 
I Tim. 6:9, 10.

better than he loved His commanding Lord, 
better than he loved his hope of eternal life. 
Did he drop his head as he went away?

The Decision of the Chief Publican
(Lu. 19:1-10)

His name was Zacchaeus and the events 
took place in the town of Jericho, or its en
vironment. Jesus is making His final journey 
to Jerusalem where He will be arrested, 
tired and crucified. This decision of ac
ceptance must have gladdened His heart 
just as it did that of Zacchaeus.

Note, first, some of the handicaps that 
Zacchaeus had. He was short of stature and 
so the gathering crowds along the highway 
prevented him from seeing Jesus, at least 
at first. But he would not be thwarted in 
his genuine curiosity if not deep-seated long
ing of distress of spirit. The world owes 
much to men of short stature who utilized 
this handicap rather than permit it to be

come a lasting barrier. And so Zacchaeus 
climbed a tree in order to achieve his pur
pose. This proved to be the most profitable 
bit of tree-climbing that one ever did. He 
was despised and hated by all who had deal
ings with him, if he lived up to the tradi
tions and customs of those who gathered 
the taxes in those days. It seems safe to 
surmise that he had “feathered his own 
nest” fairly well, although nothing is said 
about either a deep-freeze or a mink coat.

Note, second, some of Zacchaeus’ ad
vantages. He knew a good thing when he 
saw it. Jesus passed by underneath, called 
to him in kindness and cordial suggestion, 
and he responded with great haste and joy. 
We can almost hear him as he slides down 
the trunk of the tree, eyes shining and face 
aglow. He was also willing to make resti
tution, upon a basis of four hundred per
cent, for any and all of his misdeeds and 
mistakes. This is saying quite a lot for a 
rich Jew and is a strong indication of his 
sincerity. In contrast to the Young Ruler, 
Zacchaeus came to love his new-found Lord 
and His way of life more than he loved any
one or anything, and he proves it by sur
rendering the strings to his purse. In all 
fairness, this cannot always be said con
cerning every so-called Christian today. Best 
of all, and as a result of all, he received 
salvation from the hands of Jesus. He ac
cepted Jesus after Jesus had accepted him, 
and this enabled his wise and fruitful deci
sion, as the order of events indicates.

The Decision of the Young Ruler 
(Lu. 18:18-23)

We do not know his name but he was 
either a member of the Sanhedrin or a 
ruler of some synagogue. Mark, in his ac
count, says that Jesus loved him (Mk. 10:21). 
Was this a peculiar and unique love on Je
sus’ part? This could have been the case, 
but we cannot be absolutely sure. But it 
suggests.

First, the favorable factors about him that 
should have made his decision an acceptance 
rather than a rejection. He came to the 
right person when he came to Jesus. He 
came with the right attitude, so far as we 
can discover. He came with the right record 
in terms of upright living, if we are willing 
to take his word for it. He came seeking 
for the right objective. Without a doubt, 
he had much to commend him. He ex
cites our admiration.

Second, the unfavorable factors present 
in his life that help to explain his tragic re
jection of the greatest challenge that ever 
comes to one are also to be observed. He 
was all wrong in thinking that eternal life 
could be secured by doing good deeds. He 
was all wrong on the position chat wealth 
should occupy in one’s life. He was all 
wrong in failing to see that Christianity can 
be summed up in the one expression of 
Jesus, “Follow Me.” One writer comments 
in this connection as follows: “Christ ex
poses our private idols, and our discipleship 
is often tested by how we react to this ex
posure.” The Young Ruler loved his money 
better than he loved his needy neighbor,
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'draining. Union

Tennessee Training Union Convention 
FOR '52 

February 21-22

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, KNOXVILLE
Opening Session—7:30 P.M.

Registration Fee—50c

Additional Reports of "M" Night Meetings in 1951
Association Attendance
Beulah -------------------------------------------------------  250
Big Emory _________________________________  160
Big Hatchie -------------------------------------------------  173
Duck River_________________________________  112
Grainger ___________________________________  250
Maury______________________________________ 125
Midland  71
Nashville ----------------  457
New River _________________________________  61
New Salem ------------------------------------------------- 95
Salem _______________________________________254
Tennessee Valley------------------------------------------- 114
Union ______________________________________ 28

All Church Bible Study Week
Congratulations to Robertsville Baptist 

Church, Oak Ridge, for their splendid Bible 
Study Week. Miss Betty Jo Corum says: 
“Our Bible Study Week was very success
ful. We offered the suggested book, THE 
NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINES by J. 
Clyde Turner, to the adults and young 
people in separate classes and offered Train
ing Union Courses to the Junior and Inter
mediates. We enrolled 208, had an average 
attendance of 158 and have 146 awards. It 
is by far the best week in our history. We 
used local teachers for all our classes.”

Adults—Rev. W. C. Summar—Pastor
Young People—Mr. Carl Henry—Sunday 

School Teacher
Intermediates—Miss Betty Jo Corum— 

Educational Director
Junior—Miss Ella Stinette—Superintend

ent of Junior Department
Nursery—Mrs. Mamie Neal
Primary—Mrs. Rhodes Neal

* * *
From the above report you can readily 

see the advantage of making Bible Study 
Week an All Church affair by planning for 
all age groups.

The New Training Union 
Standard Is Ready!

Write for your copy from the State Train
ing Union Department Belcourt at Sixteenth 
Avenue, South.

CHARLES L. NORTON, Secretary

Director
Rev. Joe Harris 

Mr. Henry Wattenbarger 
Mr. James E. Riherd 

Mr. Bill Gilley 
Mr. P. C. Stephens 

Mr. Allen Dickey 
Mrs. Lillie Kenney 

Mr. Troy Woodbury 
Mrs. Carl Byrd 

Mr. Cordell Winfree 
Mr. Albert Bass 

Mr. John Howard
Rev. Raymond Patterson

Note of Thanks:
To my many friends I want to express 

my sincere thanks for the many cards, 
letters, flowers and every expression of 
sympathy shown during the recent pass
ing of my husband.

Mrs. Jesse Meek

stiriiiii OF EXCELLENCE
rw — t to

THE BAPTIST TRAINING UNION

Canal Zone Missionary III
DALLAS, Tex.—(BP)—Dr. Paul Bell, 

missionary of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, is seriously ill in a Dallas 
hospital and is not expected to recover.

He has been superintendent of the Spanish 
work in Panama and the Canal Zone.

Arguments Against Universal 
Military Training

1. Because we do not have it.
2. The founding fathers had a better de

pendence.
3. Our country became great and strong 

without it.
4. Nations that have trusted in military 

might often have gone down before 
those that had kept to the arts of peace.

5. Youths need the benefits of home, 
school and church without such inter
ruption.

6. The influences in and around camps at 
best are not for the moral and spiritual 
best of future citizenship.

7. If we have enemies it would likely pro
voke them to greater preparation and 
may be to speedier attack.

8. Another result might be the making of 
unworthy alliances. Comrades in arms 
can, it seems, soon become enemies 
with arms.

9. The expense of it leads to waste, then 
to hard times, or to inflation which is 
worse, the normal being supplanted by 
the abnormal.

10. The following universals in proper re
lation to each other make up a con
tinuous defensive for any people: work, 
saving, invention, production, virtue and 
charity. The military is for emergency 
only.

11. The world needs more of love and less 
of hate, more of faith and less of fear.

12. Israel greatly prospered under David, 
but when he numbered the people a 
curse fell (2 Sam. 24:1-17).

13. Christ said to Peter: “Put up thy sword 
into its place: for all they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword” 
(Matt. 26:52).

14. Americans did well in missionary work, 
but America has done poorly as a mili
tary nation. Our government, it looks 
like, is nearer to bankruptcy in both 
morals and finances than ever before. 
To have more of what we have already 
had too much is not the remedy. There 
is a wrong way to undertake right 
things. Nations that go down usually 
do so because of the wickedness of their 
own people.

John R. Chiles, Lockhart, Florida.

Smith Named Secretary 
In Louisiana

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP) Dr. R. Hous
ton Smith, pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Pineville, has been elected executive secre
tary of the Louisiana Baptist Convention, to 
succeed the late Dr. W. H. Knight, secre
tary since 1941. He has not yet announced 
his decision.
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JESSE DANIEL, Secretary

THREE LEADING ASSOCIATIONS IN 
TRAINING—FIRST QUARTER—Oc
tober, November, December.

STATE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL CLINIC

KNOX    ___ _____________ 2,763
SHELBY _____________ ___ 1,087
NASHVILLE __________________  779

GREAT SUCCESS
Thursday and Friday, January 24-25, 

seventy-five associational V. B. S. Leaders, 
associational superintendents, city, general 
and associational missionaries met in Nash
ville at State Baptist Buildings to study plans 
for promoting Vacation Bible schools in 
1952. The state goal is a V. B. S. in every 
Baptist church. The four-fold slogan is, 
more schools; bigger schools; longer schools; 
and better schools in 1952.

Sixty-five, one-day associational V. B. S. 
Clinics are planned. Every church in the 
association will be urged to send age group 
V. B. S. workers to the associational clinic.

Teams will be brought to State Baptist 
Headquarters, Nashville, during the early 
part of March for special training. These 
team members will lead in associational 
clinics. There is every reason to believe 
that 1952 should be by far the greatest 
year we have ever had in V. B. S. work.

Enrolment in 1,792
Schools in 1951
Pupils _______________ 125,576 (83.2%)

a school average of 70.1

Faculty ______________  25,355 (16.8%)
a school average of________________ 14.1

Total_______________150,931 ---------
a school average of------------------------- 84.2

Attendance ___________122,069 ---------
a school average of-------------------------68.1

Percentage of enrolment present daily, 
80.8%

Professions in 1951
(average, 2.4) 2,505 in 1,052 schools.

Mission Offerings—1951
Schools Cause to Which Given Amount Average 

957 Co-operative Program $11,154 $11.66
250 Designated Causes------ $ 3,936 $15.74

68 Cause not given-------- $ 622 $ 9.15

1,275 Total for all causes . $15,712 $12.32
517 Schools not reporting

January Bible Study
We rejoice to say that the Baptist churches 

in Tennessee have and are responding in 
a great way to the study of the book, “New 
Testament Doctrine of the Church” by 
Turner. Requests for awards are coming in 
from all sections of the state.

February is not too late. If by chance 
you did not get the course taught in January, 
do it in Feb uary. By all means lead one or 
more of your members to take the course 
by correspondence and request the award.

'Womans jiiiiionary. Union
MRS. M. K. COBBI E. President 
MISS LAURA FRANCES SNOW 

Young People's Secretary

News from the Birmingham Conference
Annually the W.M.U. Executive Commit

tee of the South, the State Presidents, Secre
taries and the Young People’s Leaders have 
a conference in Birmingham in January.

This year we were present for the dedica
tion of our beautiful new W.M.U. building. 
Dr. Rankin and Dr. Lawrence from the 
Foreign and Home Board brought greetings. 
Messages came from all our Southland and 
from Italy and Columbia, South America. 
Miss Kathleen Mallory led the dedicatory 
prayer. How grateful we are that, though 
“we prayed for a building, God gave us 
a mansion.” Tennessee W.M.U. has paid 
$21,000 on this building. It will be com
pletely paid for this year.

The great news was given us that we have 
given $2,130,724 to the Lottie Moon offer
ing by January 20. This is more than the 
total gift of last year and $600,000 more 
than we reported at this meeting last year. 
Tennessee reported $77,000. We hope to 
give $100,000.

The Southern W.M.U. Convention will 
meet in Miami May 11-12. The W.M.U. 
Headquarters is Biscayne Terrace.

Many people are going to Cuba before 
and after the convention. Mr. B. W. Crain, 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, is planning 
an all expense tour for $75.00. If interested, 
write to him.

The watchword for October ’52-’53 is 
John 4:35b—“Lift up your eyes and look 
on field,” the hymn, “Christ for the Whole 
Wide World.”

The new plans will be presented at the 
convention in Memphis.

The B.W.C.s Meet in Memphis
As a part of our W.M.U. State Conven

tion meeting in Memphis, March 25-27, the 
B.W.C.s will have a session on Saturday, 
March 22, at Bellevue Baptist Church. The

Three Leading Churches
BELLEVUE, MEMPHIS _______  451
BROADWAY, KNOXVILLE .. ..... 170
INSKIP, KNOXVILLE____________ 167

MISS MARY NORTHINGTON, Executive Sec’y Treas.
MRS. DOUGLAS GINN

Office Secretary

Miss Margaret Bruce

Speaker for B.W.C. Banquet

officers will hold an executive meeting that 
morning. That afternoon at 1:30 a busi
ness and inspirational meeting will be held 
with most interesting speakers. On Satur
day evening, the 22nd, a banquet will be 
served at 7:00 P.M. at the King Cotton 
Hotel. Miss Margaret Bruce, Young 
People’s Leader of the South, will be the 
chief speaker. The tickets are $2.25. Send 
all reservations to Mrs. Roland Lee, 226 
Summit Avenue, Memphis by March 15. 
Miss Ethel Holman, State B.W.C. President, 
is making plans for a great meeting. Each 
B.W.C. in the state should send representa
tives.

Memphis Hotels
Claridge Hotel, Gayoso Hotel, King Cot

ton, Peabody, Wm. Len.
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J. P. Edmunds’ Briefs
Baptist Highlights

. . . Dr. Pat M. Neff, for many years 
president of Baylor University, died Janu
ary 20 in Waco after a heart attack. He 
served two terms as governor of Texas, was 
president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion for several years, and was active in 
political and Baptist work throughout the 
Southwest.

. . . Dr. E. D. Head, president of the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, is recovering from a serious 
illness.

. . . Tallahassee, Florida, and Leon County 
will remain dry as the result of an all-out 
campaign by church forces. Dr. Harold 
Sanders, chairman of the Dry Crusade, and 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, led the 
community in a four-hour prayer meeting 
in the Baptist church on the eve of the elec
tion.

. . . The Texas Baptist Convention has 
created a new department of Direct Mis
sions and Promotion. Floyd B. Chaffin is 
the secretary.

. . . Wake Forest College Medical Alumni 
Association is undertaking to underwrite 
one-third of the $3,000,000 needed in cash 
and commitments by next July to claim 
the conditional gift of $2,000,000 which has 
been offered to the college. Dr. C. N. Peeler, 
Charlotte, has given the initial $100,000 to 
this program.

. . . Dr. W. A. Gardiner, state Sunday 
school secretary of Kentucky, is ill in a 
Louisville hospital where he is expected to 
remain for at least a month.

. . . H. D. Strickland, Dothan, has been 
elected associate state Sunday school secre
tary of Alabama, succeeding Ralph Long
shore who recently joined the Sunday School 
Staff of the Sunday School Board.

In the World of Religion

. . . One of America’s great documents, 
the original manuscript of Lincoln’s first 
draft of the Emancipation Proclamation has 
been donated to the New York Avenue Pres
byterian Church, where President Lincoln 
worshipped.

. . . The dual Themes, “Searching the 
Scriptures” and “Share the Scriptures” have 
been adopted by the American Bible Society 
for its 1952 seals. The Society is urging 
wide use of the seals to encourage wider 
reading of the Bible.

. . . The policy committee of the National 
Religious Broadcasters, Inc., met in Cleve
land, Ohio, recently to plan the organiza
tion’s strategy in the fight for commercial 
religious time on television. The National 
Association of Radio and Television Broad
casters have opposed the sale of television 
time to churches and religious broadcasters.

. . . Congress has been urged by the As
sociation of American Colleges to extend 
Social Security coverage to ordained min
Page 10

isters employed in teaching or administra
tive posts in schools or colleges.

Facts of Interest

... In the seventeen-month period since 
the attack on Korea, the Department of 
Defense has obligated $51,200,000,000 for 
procurement and construction. The Air 
Force has accounted for 40 per cent of the 
amount.

, . . Short Symphony, by Howard Swan
son, 42-year-old New York Negro composer, 
was judged the best orchestral work per
formed in New York between October, 
1950, and the end of 1951 by the New 
York Music Critics Circle.

. . . The recent Hibok Hibok volcano 
eruption has aroused interest in the power 
of a volcano. Scientists have come forth 
with the information that a volcano lets 
loose far more energy than anything man 
can set off, and has the energy of several 
atomic bombs.

... In a 13,000-word annual economic re
port President Truman disclosed that federal 
spending will hit a stratospheric $85,000,- 
000,000 to $90,000,000,000 in the next 
year.

*

Fox Becomes Field 
Representative of 
Relief and Annuity

For the past three years, Baynard F. Fox 
of Kentucky has been rendering a dual serv
ice. Engaged by the Baptists of his native 
state as director of retirement plans, he has 
served half-time in that capacity, investing 
the other half of his time in the promotion 
of the retirement plans of the Relief and 
Annuity Board, employed by that agency. 
With the advent of 1952, he became full
time field representative of the Relief and 
Annuity Board.

In this new capacity, Brother Fox con
tinues his office at 127 East Broadway, 
Louisville 2, Kentucky. He will particularly 
welcome opportunities to address gatherings 
of preachers and other denominational 
workers on topics pertaining to our de
nominational retirement plans.

Adventist Congregation 
Sets Record for Giving

WASHINGTON, D. C.-(RNS)—Sev
enth-day Adventist national headquarters 
here announced what is believed to be a 
new all-time record for giving by members 
of a single church.

The Isabel Street Adventist Church in 
Glendale, Cal., with 1,557 members, re
ported total contributions of $377,698 in 
1951, an average of $242 for each member 
for the year. Of this sum $266,422 was 
collected as tithes, and $11,275 represented 
mission and church expense offerings.

Teachers Urge Silent 
Prayer in Schools

NEW YORK—(RNS)—Opening of pub
lic sessions with a daily minute of silent 
prayer or meditation was recommended in 
a resolution adopted here by the New York 
City Association of Teachers of Junior High 
Schools.

The recommendation was in the nature 
of an alternative suggestion to the recent 
proposal by the State Board of Regents that 
public school sessions be opened with an 
orally recited prayer.

Meanwhile, the Queensborough Federa
tion of Mothers Clubs adopted a resolution 
favoring the Regents’ proposal. Some 260 
delegates representing an affiliated member
ship of 65,000 attended the annual meeting.

The association also adopted a resolution 
favoring “released-time” religious instruc
tion of public school pupils.

Former China Missionary 
Dies in Oklahoma

SHAWNEE, Okla.—(BP)—Dr. Robert 
E. Beddoe, Southern Baptist medical mis
sionary to China for thirty-eight years, died 
in Shawnee, January 19 following a heart 
attack.

After returning from China in 1947, Dr. 
Beddoe became instructor of hospital ad
ministration at Oklahoma Baptist University 
in Shawnee and head of the university in
firmary. The seventy-year-old doctor was 
still active on the OBU staff when he died.

Dr. Beddoe carried on a program of re
building in the Wuchow Station and was 
superintendent of the Stout Memorial Hos
pital in Wuchow in 1947 while Dr. William 
Wallace was in the United States on his 
last furlough. (Dr. Wallace, Wuchow psy- 
sician since 1935, died in a Communist 
prison early in 1951.)

The veteran missionary was a native 
Texan and a grandson of Dr. R. C. Buck
ner, Dallas, founder of Buckner’s Orphans 
Home, Texas Baptist orphanage.

County Dry 47 Years;
Church Forces Do It

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—(BP)—Leon 
County, Florida, will remain dry as a result 
of an all-out campaign by church forces. 
Voted dry in 1904, the county has remained 
that way in face of four efforts to change 
it. Each time the church people are credited 
with the victory.

Leading in the dry drive during the last 
local option campaign was Dr. Harold G. 
Sanders, pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
who led the community in a four-hour 
prayer meeting on the eve of the election.

Baptist and Reflector



Ca^t ^enne^ee NEWS
Burnette Resigns Knoxville 
Pastorate

by LLOYD T. HOUSEHOLDER, Maryville

The Board of Directors of East Tennes
see Baptist Hospital met at the hospital for 
the semi-annual meeting Monday, January 
14. Most of the directors were present, and 
the reports submitted by Administrator 
Harold Prather were enthusiastically re
ceived. Mahan Siler was re-elected as presi
dent of the Board. The hospital has already 
outgrown its present facilities and is render
ing a great service to suffering humanity in 
East Tennessee.

Sevier Heights Church, Knoxville, Ray
mond DeArmond, pastor, has entered its 
new auditorium. It is one of the most com
modious Baptist church buildings in Knox
ville. The church serves a rapidly growing 
community in suburban Knoxville.

First Church, LaFollette, has called Vern 
B. Powers of Greenbrier as pastor, and he 
began his work there February 1, succeed
ing A. Douglas Aldrich.

Edmund D. Keith, formerly of West Mon
roe, Louisiana, has taken up his work as 
music and educational director at Red Bank 
Church, Chattanooga. This church observed 
January as “Family Month” in the Sunday 
school. Ralph Norton is pastor.

Frank Leavell, Jr., has been employed by 
First Church, Chattanooga, as director of 
youth activities. In connection with this 
work he is preparing a thesis for his Master’s 
Degree from Baylor University. Carl J. 
Giers is pastor of this great church.

The Lottie Moon offering of First Church, 
Jefferson City, amounted to $1,081.96. 
Francis M. Warden is pastor.

The third anniversary of Pastor A. A. 
Carlton was observed by Rutledge Church, 
Sunday, December 30. While he and Mrs. 
Carlton attended a Watch Night service 
members of the church slipped into his 
home and left a bountiful shower of good 
things to eat. Benevolent housebreakers 
were these! May their tribe increase. 
Brother Carlton has done a good work at 
Rutledge.

First Church, Clinton, has elected Del- 
mer Roop, Wendell Gwinn, Ervin Queener, 
T. L. Seeber and Lionel Pickrell as deacons 
for three-year terms. At the same time, P. 
L. Gentry, who has been a deacon and 
leader in the church for many years, was 
elected to life-time membership in this 
group. This is an honor well bestowed.

G. Allen West, pastor of Woodmont 
Church, Nashville, is to be the evangelist 
in the spring revival at Oakwood Church, 
Knoxville, L. C. Roberts, pastor.

First Church, Jellico, observed Student 
Night on December 30. Samuel Tatum, 
pastor of Main Street Church, Williams
burg, Kentucky, was guest preacher for the 
occasion. Richard R. Lloyd is pastor.

In the January issue of “The White Pine 
Baptist” Pastor Roland C. Hudlow, Sr., 
wrote a very timely article on Universal 
Military Training. He has presented, and 
answered, in a very fine way some of the 
arguments for training of our boys. It is 
unusually interesting.

Russell Bradley Jones, head of the Bible 
Department at Carson-Newman College, has 
been serving as interim pastor of First 
Church, Elizabethton. Sunday, January 20, 
he supplied First Church, Knoxville, Henry 
J. Stokes, pastor.

During the week of January 14-18, 
Charles E. Wauford, formerly pastor of 
Island Home Church, Knoxville, but now 
retired, taught The New Testament Doc
trine of the Church at First Church, Eliza
bethton. He has been supply preacher for 
East Maryville Church, during recent weeks.

Bob McCray, a student at Carson-New
man College, has been elected music director 
of Calvary Church, Bristol, T. Earl Ogg, 
pastor.

On Wednesday evening, January 9, John 
Hughes gave an organ recital at First 
Church, Kingsport, E. Gibson Davis, pas
tor. Brother Davis writes in glowing terms 
concerning his ability as an organist. His 
father, Dr. J. G. Hughes, pastor of Union 
Avenue Church, Memphis, was formerly 
pastor of the Kingsport Church.

Lester E. Burnette has resigned as pastor 
of Deaderick Avenue Church, Knoxville, 
and has gone to Florida for his health. He 
is a very fine spirit, and has done a good 
job as pastor of this church. Our prayers 
shall follow this faithful servant of the Lord.

Robertsville Church, Oak Ridge, has set 
up a Ridgecrest bank for its Sunday school 
workers. By making a deposit of a dollar 
per week, the workers are assured of one 
week at Ridgecrest during the week of July 
17-23. A splendid idea that ought to pay 
dividends.

In recognition of three years of service 
as music and educational director, Broad
way Church, Knoxville, observed January 
20 as Elmer Bailey Appreciation Day. Dr. 
S. Y. Dossey, associate superintendent of 
Evangelism for the Home Mission Board, 
was the preacher at both services on the 
above date.

“The Rev. Lester E. Burnette, Sr., pastor 
of the Deaderick Avenue Church, Knox
ville, since September, 1949, resigned as 
pastor of the church at the morning worship 
service January 20.

“For many months Mr. Burnette has been 
suffering from a sinus and nasal difficulty 
and in his letter of resignation to the church, 
this reason was given for the resignation. 
Mr. Burnette does not have a church at 
present and departed from Knoxville on 
Monday, January 21, for Florida where he 
hopes to receive immediate relief for the 
sinus difficulty. The many friends of the 
Burnettes expressed their love for them 
and their sorrow at leaving.

“During his pastorate the church has 
given $60,000 for all causes, increased their 
gifts to Cooperative Program every year 
and received 156 members.

“The Burnettes have four children, 
Cynthia Ann, Brenda Marie, Lester, Jr., 
and Juliette.”—Mrs. Roger A. Lockhart, 
Educational Director.

Sunday, December 30, T. C. Wyatt, chap
lain of East Tennessee Baptist Hospital, sup
plied for Pastor Ralph Murray and Smith
wood Church, Knoxville.

James E. Byler of First Church, Fort 
Myers, Florida, has been called as pastor of 
First Church, Cleveland. Brother Byler suc
ceeds L. B. Cobb who has gone to Fort 
Worth, Texas.

C. W. Jones, Jr., former pastor of 
Antioch Church, Watauga Association, has 
accepted the call of the Oak Street Church 
in Elizabethton.

Mr. Jones, who succeeds James A. Clark, 
began his work on the new field January 20. 
He was pastor of the Antioch Church for 
more than five years, following a 30 months’ 
assistant pastorate at the same church.

A native of Wise, Virginia, he was grad
uated from Clear Creek Springs Bible 
School, Pineville, Kentucky.

Summer Term Begins June 10

In the Land of the Sky 
y^liberal arts junior college disling* 

uished for high academic standards 
and Christian ideals ... pre-professionaU 
music, art, speech, home economics, 
business . . . fully accredited . . . costs 
reasonable. Write Hoyt Blackwell, D.D., 
President, Mars Hill, North Carolina.
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ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCHES 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 1952

Sunday Training Addi* 
School Union tions Church

Sunday Training Addi* 
School Union tionsChurch

Alamo .. ... ...................... ... 213 72
Alcoa, First.......... ....... .... 228 75
Ashland City, First 72 30
Athens, Antioch 108 60

Bethsadia ......................... .. .............. 45 33
East _ 421 134
First . ..................... 476 193
West End Mission . .. 58
Calhoun ..................... — Ill 50
Coghill — 84 98
Conasauga ............................ 34
Cotton Port . . . . - . ..... 79 86
Double Springs .................. 45 52
Eastanalle ............... - .......— .... 52 21
Englewood __ 169 59
Eto wall. East .................. 87 51
Etowah, First ... . ____ ______ .... 332 92
Etowah, North .. ................... 276 117
Etowah, West ................ — 40 25
Good Field 110 72
Good Springs-------------------------- — 98 40
Idlewild---------------------------------- _ 53 47
Lake View ____ _______________ . 62 47
Liberty South ........... . 45 52
McMahan Calvary------------------- — 69 23
Mt. Harmony No. 1---------------- _ 75 39
New Bethel ... _____ 70
New Zion . . ____ 51 52
Niota, East .......... ........... ..... ........... ... 129 65
Niota, First ______ _____ ____ 110 46
Oak Grove------------------------------_ 69 65
Old Salem ................ ......... ...... ....... 46
Riceville . .. ............... ......... 99 39
Rodgers Creek _________ 15
Union Grove, Meiggs County . 59 40
Union Grove No. 2___________ — 75 53
West View __ 33 15
Wild Wood ...... ......... . .... 55 60
Zion Hill . . 61

Auburntown, Auburn ___ ... 132 80
Prosperity ____ __________ .... 110 89
Brush Creek ............................... 91 70
Camden, First.................... 246 102
Cartilage, First 176 76
Chattanooga, Avondale ... 665 339

Brainerd ____ ... - 668 254
Calvary ____  — 332 106
Cedar Hill 231
Clifton Hill . 254 78
Concord---------------------------------- _ 258 94
East----------- -------- ------ —-----------_ 356 84
East Lake ....... ....... ....................   ... 551 185
East Ridge ......................  ....______ .... 504 183
First _______ ____________ ... 1009 337
Lookout Mountain 75 35
Morris Hill___________________ _ 267 137
Northside 453 149
Rea Bank . ........... 824 238
St. Elmo . 325 113
Second .......... 205 98
Signal Mountain .... 82 44
Silverdale . ........... . . 139 75
Soddy^Oak Street ......................... 148 60
Spring Creek ............ ........ ......... .. . 244 152
White Oak .......... 374 109

Clarksville. First .... 381 145
Gracev Avenue ........... ...... 164 77

Cleveland, Waterville ................... 116 69
First .................................................... 440 136
Philippi ..................... 96 54I 1 - 

Clinton. First ....................... .......... ..340 106
Columbia, First ............ ................... 430 154

Godwin Chapel ....................... 13
Second .... ....................................... 192 127

Corryton, Fairview ____  _______ 120 69
Crab Orchard. Hailey’s Grove ___ 89 34
Crossville, First . ................ .... 201 97
Dyersburg. Calvary Hill________ _ 138 94

First................. ................................... 654 266
Southside .................. ...................... 157 72

Elizabethton, First ............................ .... 556 185
Siam . ................... „ ... 173 122

Fountain City, Central 884 258 *
Hines Valley Mission . . .......... 39 33
First ................................................ ... 281 157

Fowlkes ............. .............................. 130 108
Friendship........................... ...... 139 33
Gallatin, First..................................... 404 80
Gladeville ............................................. 128 42
Gleason, First ... .......... ....... 129 93
Harriman, South 317 150

Trenton Street ................................ 402 127
Elizabeth Street ............. ............... 42

Henderson, First ....................... 186 37
Hendersonville, New Hope____ „ 92 63
Humboldt, Antioch ...................... .. 222 100
Jackson, Calvary . .. ............... ........ 499 163

First__________________________— 763 151

West ............ 748
2 Jefferson City, First _______________ 598

Northside________________________ 222
Johnson City, Fall Street---------------- 116
Kenton, Macedonia ............... 106

~1
3

Kingsport, First 757
Glenwood ............ « ____ 310
Lynn Garden 352

Knoxville, Arlington ............................. 433
2 Bell Avenue ............ ...... ......... ..... ...... 804

Fifth Avenue ____________ ____ __ 747
First ....... 742
Inskip . ........ .................................. 438
Lincoln Park 711
Sevier Heights...................... 7492 South ......  .. ____ ___ _____1 582

LaFollctte, First . ... 307— Mission . .............. 43-- - Lebanon, Cedar Grove ................. .. 104•
414

Immanuel______________________ 163
Lenoir City, First 313— Kingston Pike 14

— Nelson Street Mission---------------- 20
— Pleasant Hill .... .................. . 140— Lewisburg, First - 551— Loudon, First 261
■ ■■ Martin, Central 321
■ ■ ■ First ......... ...... ......... 356

Malcsus___________________________— 146
McKenzie, First ....................... 272

■ . ■■ Grace ________ .__ _____ 38
— Madisonville, Chestua.............. 58
— — Maryville, Everett Hills 300
— First------------------------------------------- 798

Maury City .......... . 68
_ Maynardville . .. 89
__ Memphis, Bellevue ___ 2393
—— Boulevard ________________ ____ - 734

Central Avenue 813
Charjean Chapel ... ........................
Highland Heights 1061
I eawood 298

4 Parkway .... ................ 395
~__ Poplar Avenue 364

9 Raleigh__________________ __ 1------ 506
9 Seventh Street __ 654

Southland . 145
Speedway Terrace . . 827.

384Sylvan Heights---------------- ------ —
3 Temple ..........................  - 1268
3 Union Avenue . ....................... .. 1100
3 Winchester . . ........ ....... .. ...... 96
5 Milan, First ___ _____ 363
4 Monterey, First .. 226
3 Morrison, Wilson Chapel ------------- 70
1 Morristown, First 621
1 Buffalo Trail 106
1 Murfreesboro, First 457
1 Walnut Street Mission 28
1 Mt. View 170

Powell’s Chapel .............. ..... .............— 117
■■ Taylor’s Chapel _............. ................. 81

Third ...................... ............. 187
3 Wcstvue . __ 525
3 Nashville, Belmont Heights _ ____ 1080

— Bordeaux _________ 151
■ ■ ■ Donclson .......... . 389

3 Eastland . .. ............. . . 670
Edgefield . ....... 497* ■ - '
First 1261

4 Grace ___ __ _____ ______________ 770
Immanuel ...................... 3892

874Inglewood .............    .
Due West------------------- ----- — 71

— State School-----------  
Lockeland-------------- ---- —

32
542

1 Mill Creek................................. 99
1 Park Avenue ........

Third .................. 2161 503Woodmont ....
Woodmont Center - .. ________ 157— Oak Ridge. First............. 506

1 Robertsville ............. 3781 Old Hickory, First 548■ ■■ ■ Portland, First ........... 239z Pulaski, First...... ......... ........................... 271
Rutledge ____ .. . . .... 98

Oakland ............... ............................ 6611 Springfield, Pleasant Hill . .............. — 107
Mission ..................... 19

6 Stantonville, West Shiloh ___ __ __ 174
5 Tullahoma, First . 204
1 Highland __________ 82

Rutledge Falls 89
Union City, First ......................... 635
Waynesboro, First 137

1 Calvary Mission _------------------------ 16
2 Ruth Chapel ... 25

White Pine _______________________2 169

260 —
317 5
114 2
60 —
53 —

209 _
118 3
133 _
151 2
366 4
252 3
137 —
152 6
235 2
291 6
190
89 —
13
79 3

131 1
79 3
94 —
15
28 —
67

203 —
75 3
88 1

106 4
81 2
94 —
28 —
19

167 2
361 2

15 _
5

1063 21
239 2
265 8
_ 9

485 6
81 2

153 7
156
224 2
300 2
70 2

201 4
150
334 —
346
138 2
84 _

100 _
40 „

182 2
53

124 _

112 2
87
26
72 1

192 3
342 1

65 1
93 3

165 3
169 3
415 10
262 1

77
238 1

32 _

161 1
60 —
_ 2
53 —

166 1
85 _
90 5

122 3
313 1
62 1

102 5
37
50 —
44 . _
■ ■ ■• ■ ■
89 1
55 2
61 _
59

114 2
73 __

69

-EAST TEXAS BAPTIST COLLEGE 
MARSHALL, TEXAS 

Spring Semester, January 30, 1952 
Summer School, June 2, 1952 

• New Apartments Ready for Occupancy 
• New Dormitory for Men Being Completed 
• New Library-Science Hall Being Planned

Application should be made NOWl H. D. BRUCE, President

High Academic Rating
High Moral Standards 

Reasonable Rates
Orthodox in Belief 

Spiritual in Character

Jones: “I think a sharp nose indicates 
curiosity.”

Smith: “Yes; and a flattened one indicates 
too much.”

Letter of reference: “The bearer of this 
letter has worked for me one week and I 
am satisfied.”

Singer: “Don’t you like my voice?”
Pianist: “Madam, I have played on the 

white keys, and I have played on the black 
keys—but you sing in the cracks!”

“And what is your reason for wishing to 
marry my daughter?” asked the father.

Puzzled, the young man scratched his 
head, pondered a second, then answered: 
“I have no reason. I’m in love.”

“What are you studying in college now?” 
asked the fond mother of her son, who was 
a freshman.

“We haye just taken up molecules.”
“That’s fine. I hope you will like them. 

I always tried to get your father to wear one, 
but he could not keep it in his eye.”

“You mustn’t be discouraged. In this 
world there’s a man for every girl and a girl 
for every man. You can’t improve on an 
arrangement like that.”

“I don’t want to improve on it, I just 
want to get in on it.”

A frog was caught in a deep rut in a 
road and, in spite of the help of his friends 
could not get out. Finally, his friends left 
him there in despair, but the next day they 
saw him out of the rut and as chipper as 
ever.

“I thought you couldn’t get out,” said one 
of them.

“I couldn’t,” replied the frog. “But a truck 
came along and I had to.”

A big oil man, in a generous mood, de
cided to do a good deed. As he walked 
down the street, he spied three ragged 
youngsters. Shepherding them into a cloth
ing store, he ordered new suits all around.

Soon he had them clothed. Then the 
youngest began to bawl. This upset the 
benefactor, for he was a bachelor and knew 
nothing about children.

“What’s the matter?” he demanded, but 
there was no response from the crying child. 
Turning to the oldest, the rich man asked, 
“What’s his name?”

“Please, sir,” was the response, “his name 
is Alice.”

Page 12 Baptist and Reflector



7 Ttced !
by CARLYLE MARNEY

John the Baptist was no accident. He 
didn’t just happen. John, Baptist, is one of 
those strange flaming meteors that occa
sionally flare for short terms across the sky 
of human personality.

He blazes his way into a grave that no 
man knows. He was never quiet. He stood 
with his courage in his teeth, facing a crowd 
of the “best” men Judaism could make, 
to say, “God does not have to have you. 
Do not take it to yourselves that you are 
children of Abraham. If God wants chil
dren of Abraham he can fertilize these 
stones to get them.” From those days John 
twisted and burned in a spiritual torment 
that did not stop until his head rolled and 
he was immortal.

Malachi helped him burn. . . “Behold, I 
send you Elijah, a prophet, before the com
ing of the great and terrible day of the 
Lord; he shall make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God." And, with that burn
ing summons a hot coal on his head, he, 
John, was the trumpeter whose embouchure 
announced the kingdom, who proclaimed the 
arrival of a new king!

John laid the foundation for a heavenly 
revolution, introduced a new profession, 
demonstrated that God was in him. He be
came the thundering voice of Heaven call
ing a race of people in the world to find 
out what repentance meant in order that 
God might introduce the world to His Re
deemer. He, John, called men to an eternal 
fundamental, personal repentance.

He was God’s finger pointing a new path 
—the path all little lambs could tread—but 
the greatest thing he ever did, or said, or 
thought, was the day he stood at the edge 
of his waiting congregation and said to two 
of his disciples: “Behold! The Lamb of 
God, who, taketh away the sin of the world." 
The simple message is all wrapped up in 
those words: The world’s blight—its own 
sin; The world’s dream—to be rid of its sin; 
The world’s deliverer—The Lamb of God.

I

Why was John preaching? Why had the 
prophets beat out their lives in oft-futile 
crying? Why should the voice of Isaiah have 
no more effect than a rake on burned leaves?

What was wrong in God’s creation that a 
Prince of the realm would lean out over the 
balustrade of a palace to drop his tears on 
David Street as he cried, “Surely, O Israel, 
this iniquity shall not be forgiven you ’till 
you die? What is it in this world that wrings 
the cries of writhing agony from millions 
of God’s children?

Why is it that any Christian preacher 
must preach somewhere along the line I am 
following now? It is a simple answer: Sin. 
. . . Born in a garden of Adam and the 
Thursday, February 7, 1952

Devil: defeated in a garden by a Person, 
Jesus. Sin that spreads and grips and 
crushes, maims and blights and halts, that 
stamps out and chokes, that throttles and 
seizes, clutching and grasping, snaring and 
conquering, even as it swoops down in 
these lives. All human rapacity and greed, 
all graspingness and avidity, all our avarice 
and extortion, all our bloodsucking, vandal
ism, and theft, perversion, distortion, pro
fanation, and cheating—all is covered in 
that synonym for human sickness—SIN.

The World is Full of It! A while ago 
one of the Louisville papers quoted a speak
er as saying “Evil is fable; health and ease 
are the facts!” Tell it to the Marines! Tell 
Bob Talley that evil is fable—he left two 
good legs in Germany! Tell Euclid John
son that—he left sixty pounds, part of his 
eyes, and half a stomach in a prison camp 
on Bataan! Tell the rent corpse of my boy
hood friend that—tell him that where he 
lies in the torn uniform of a full Colonel in 
Belgium! Tell Buchenwald that evil is fable 
—tell any prostitute that—tell any university 
student that—tell the ghost of ten million 
starvelings—but have the grace not to try 
to take a collection, when you’ve finished 
your preaching! Evil is real; Sin is actual 
and only a stronger power can hope to meet 
it in triumph.

Last week a highly trained European 
theologian passed on a deeply appreciated 
observation. “Your theology,” he said, and 
kindly, “is deficient in its grasp of Sin; con
sequently, your concept of Salvation is a 
shallow thing.” He spoke of American 
theology in general and Southern Baptist 
thought in particular. I took it to myself 
for us all. What if it is true? What if we 
have made Sin more act than attitude; more 
flesh than spirit; more general than particu
lar; more national than personal!

What if, in baptizing our six million, we 
have failed to show them the enemy?

What if we have missed the Biblical mean
ing in spite of our laborious exegeses?

What if, in our glib diagnostic diatribes, 
we have glossed over Sin’s real habitat, Sin’s 
true nature, Sin’s universal effect, and Sin’s 
eternal origin?

What if our refusal to understand Sin 
has become a boomerang to beat us about 
the shoulders already bowed under an in
stitutional burden, made up of our cargo of 
thousands of unredeemed on our rolls? 
Could this be what great Dr. Gambrell was 
driving at when he said, “We have evan
gelized, and evangelized but we have not 
taught. . . .!”? Are we producing a race of 
people “saved” from sins they never wanted 
to commit—“innocens socordens,” as Tacit
us says—“harmless (good) through stupid
ity”? In a prayer meeting of some European 
Baptists a woman began to rejoice aloud—so 

a triend tells me—“Thank God,” she cried, 
“I’m saved! saved from tobacco, saved from 
drink, saved from the theater!” And the 
people rejoiced with her. Next day, her pas
tor went around to follow up the conversion. 
“I did not know you smoked,” he said, “I’m 
so glad at your release.” “O, I never smoked 
in my life,” was the calm reply. The pastor, 
startled, pressed on his way, “but you have 
at last been freed from the terrible drink 
habit, and we rejoice!” Indignantly, she 
cried, “Never, Sir, has a drop of such passed 
my lips!” Disconcerted, now, the pastor 
groped his way to her obvious sin, “Then 
let us thank God,” he said, “that at last the 
temptations of the theater no longer hold 
you.” “But, Pastor!” she disclaimed, “I was 
never in one in my life!” “Saved!” from 
sins she never wanted to commit. The pas
tor left, conscious that she had not been 
freed, and now likely never would be freed 
from that attitude of sin that made her the 
worst gossip in his parish. Saved! It sounds 
as if she had gotten hold of a fragment of a 
kind of American Theology!

You can't get such an idea of Sin from 
Isaiah, or Jesus, or Paul, or Luther. Sin is 
something worse than act. It is that fear
ful something that fathers all sinful acts. 
Somehow it is source, root, and tree—before 
it is blossom, flower, or fruit. It is inner, 
personal, real, universal—It is a “perpetual 
moral obliquity”—It is an ever-present set 
to the soul. ... It is incontrovertibly im
pinged on the Id, the Ego, the Self . . . defy
ing castigation, incantation, exorcism, and 
reformation. The Self feeds it, sends it out, 
then receives it back, multiplied—The Self 
exudes it, then breathes it in. It cannot be 
fully confessed nor can it be denied. It lives 
there! As long as Self is Self.

It is my darkness, my old Man of the 
Mountain who rides Sinbad till death—He 
defies me; he multiplies himself out of my 
strength—from him comes all my anxiety

(See next page)
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and care which are but prelude to overt 
sin, all my self-pity and jealousy, all my 
prejudices and preoccupations, all my nar
rowness and bigotry—Self.— Self Self— 
The Source of all Man’s glory is the breed
ing place of all his woe! He sits there, 
proudly, defiantly, sucking the juices from 
my soul as Isaiah says, atrophying—attack
ing my soul’s ability to see its own sin. 
When men persist in it they lose the power 
of knowing it is there; they lose their ability 
to hear and understand eternal things. 
Little by little we lose possession of the 
very faculties by which we might be saved!

All history says it is so. Persia finally 
committed the fatal sin of refusing to see 
herself as she was—and died. So Greece, 
Egypt, Carthage, the Holy Roman Empire, 
and the German, and the British? and the 
American? All stories have had the same 
ending. No Empire has ever dealt with its 
own sin. All apparently lose the very 
faculties by which redemption could come 
as they proceed farther and farther into 
their willfulness.

And as with nations so with men. All 
must always have a god. When the true 
God is unknown or refused mankind will 
have him some other god to direct him. 
Most likely that new god is one he has 
made himself. The tragedy of human nature 
is somehow wrapped up in the business of 
making these gods! The final tragedy comes 
when Man deifies himself—when he cries, 
Thou art my god, O Myself! But always 
when he makes himself God—He makes 
himself Devil!

O Lamb of God, my need is great, indeed! 
My need for redemption is o’er pressing and
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urgent! I need thy redemption—not alone 
from my shallow concepts and careless 
hands, not alone from what my hasty feet 
and slippery tongue do to me and to men— 
not alone from this selfish heart—I need 
redemption from Me My need for redemp
tion is to be redeemed from Myself! To 
be redeemed from what I make of myself— 
for when I manufacture myself the product 
is inevitably rejected—I make myself in
evitably less than I ought to be—eternally 
and infallibly and unholy mess! I need 
redemption like my nation needs redemption 
from the unsavory brew I always cook up, 
when left alone in the kitchen. The blight 
of the world—the sin of myself and your
self. The world blight that John was facing 
—that we face together now a deadly damn
ing blight!

II
But the world has long had a dream about 

that blight. All the pages of the history of 
searching man give evidence of Man’s great 
dream. Even those pages written on stone 
with crude brushes dipped in ancient dye 
give mute word of that shared dream.

Man has dreamed that someday—some
how—his limiting ineffectiveness, his finite 
failure, his eternally present sinfulness could 
be taken away. Man has always dreamed

This sermon preached by Dr. Marney 
January 22 during the Tennessee Bap
tist Evangelistic Conference in Nashville 
has been requested in print by a number 
who heard Dr. Marney. We present it 
here with some abbreviation.

that the unholiness he has concocted might 
be cleaned up. He dreams it about his na
tion, his family, and with a most personal 
application, about himself.

Charlie Knight, returning to Ogbomosho 
from his first hunt for African buffalo, 
stopped to tell an aged chieftain just Whom 
he had come to Nigeria to represent. After 
he had finished his word of the Nazarene, 
the old man said, “Aye, 1 know of Him— 
1 have heard His voice in the tree tops at 
night.” Eugene Hill, refugeeing some years 
ago ahead of the advancing Japanese armies, 
in a Chinese village, heard the reply of an 
old woman to his word about That One, 
“I have always felt there was such a One, 
but no one could tell me His Name!"

The dream is every where—and the hope! 
Through all the centuries man has lived in 
hope—the last emotion that leaves before 
sanity goes. Doistoievsky, condeprined to 
death, lined up with his companions for 
execution, waiting for the word that would 
blast out their lives, heard the galloping 
horse that carried the pardon of the Czar. 
But some of his companions never knew 
they had been released—hope had already 
died, and they were insane. Man has not 
lost the hope. And his dream still is that 
somehow there is Someone who can make 
things right. In this hope he dreams of par
don, of forgiveness, of release, of having 
power to defeat Sin.

How old is the searching! How ancient 
is the Dream! How poignant the hope! The 
world has wept and prayed for deliverance 
from itself, Israel in Egypt, Israel under 
Moses, Israel in Babylon, O Jerusalem, how 
forget thee! And the hope!

Under Ezra they began to say again, 
“Someday, surely, Someone will come.’’ And 
as the Greek language came in they coined 
a name for Him—a translation into Greek 
of the Old Testament yearnings—“O, 
Erchomenos,” “The-One- Who- Will-Come!”

In Persia, men were looking for the Son 
of Light. In Greece they searched for 
Logos, the Divine Word. In Rome they 
were looking for any ritual, or any blood 
bath, or any power that would release them 
from their own sense of wrong. The old 
circle stones that still show on some of the 
ancient slopes of England were seats where 
men met to find out how they might con
tinue in spite of the flesh.

And today? Except for the first Chris
tian century, I am convinced that not since 
the sixth century B.C. in India when 
Guatama arose has there been such a wide
spread consciousness of lostness, aimless
ness, emptiness, and frustration.

And the dream? It appears as what Luc- 
cock calls “a hunger for affirmation” in our 
poetry, drama, novels, movies, self-help 
literature, and even in the comics— •

The dream still lives! John knew about 
it. The prophets had preached it. And its 
heart: Though you have made for your
self a bed in hell, Though your sins be as 
scarlet . . . (Though you have made of your 
life a foul brew that no civilization could 
stomach and stay sane . . . ) Though they 
be red like crimson they shall be as wool; 
iney shall be as white as snow.

John knew He would come and he 
pieacned it . . . “There cometh One . . . ” 
even as he preached repentance. Repentance 
is his theme . . . but always while he is 
preaching repentance his thoughts and his 
hungry eyes are searching his crowds. (You 
know a man can preach to you while search
ing the crowd for a dozen faces he wishes 
he might see but never finds.) John searches 
his crowds . . . seeing those anonymous 
faces, unknown faces, known faces, strange 
faces, lost faces. The gaunt-socketed eyes 
search always, looking for the face of That 
One Who Would Come. Only one place 
does he fail to look. He does not search out 
the Scribes, nor does he feel the pulse of the 
Pharisees. Somehow he knows that when He 
comes He will be clean. He may be poor, 
unknown, but He will be free and clean . . . 
not like these professionals! So he searched. 
God had promised a sign—a heavenly dove 
of some sort. His eyes, even as he scanned 
the crowds, were scanning the heavens, for 
a sign. And none came!

Back to his wilderness hut, he went at 
night, to fall down beside his pallet and cry, 
O Lord, I did not misunderstand! There is 
an impression in my soul that will not die! 
It cannot die! O, when will He come? O, 
Lord, let me see Thy Lamb whose stripes

(See next page)
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will free us from ourselves! Repent! Re
pent! There comes One! O my soul! Cling 
always to this hope and surety!

Hi
And He came. Flatly, emotionlessly, the 

Scripture tells of the Great Event. How 
easily that New Testament Greek goes from 
one line to the next. In this line He had 
not come—In the next line He had come— 
And in the uncial script there is not even 
a capital letter to show the difference! O, 
the power and content of that sentence 
which begins without a break! In the one 
line the undersong is “Oh, when will He 
come?” and then .... “On the morrow 
John seeth Jesus coming and saith” (not 
even “cried”!) Look! (how long the wait 
for that word.) Look! The Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sin of the world. A 
Dream come true!

The Minor Prophets, from whom John 
is supposed to have grasped his picture of 
Messiah’s function, do not know Him as 
Lamb. They speak of Shepherd, Lion, Ruler, 
King, but not of Lamb. It is Isaiah that 
knew Him “as a Lamb dumb before her 
shearers.” It is Isaiah, and Genesis, Exodus, 
and Leviticus that speak of lambs and 
sacrifices and offerings. It was to Abraham 
that God promised a lamb for a burnt offer
ing. In spite of John’s later query about 
the functions of Messiah, in spite of the 
agitated message he sent from prison to re
mind Jesus of His function as Axe-Man, 
Leader, I have no choice but to feel that 
John got his idea of Messiah-Lamb from 
the passage that calls Him Lamb. He knew 
Old Testament Scripture—he was familiar 
with the sacrificial significance of lambs— 
the law of the sacrifice, that a lamb must be 
without blemish before it could carry sin 
away. Surely Isaiah’s immortal section on 
the Lamb was a part of his very soul whether 
he understood it or not. John knew this 
Lamb . . . “As a lamb led to the slaughter, 
As a sheep before his shearers is dumb,” 
oppressed but silent. John had yet to learn 
it in his own body. But every time a thing 
that is good suffers it releases its redemption 
to the need around it. That is why good men 
must be silent about their suffering. It is 
why the Lamb would be silent.

There is always in Redemption some of 
Tragedy and Suffering. Berdyaev, the Rus
sian, and Doistoievsky grasped it. How 
poignantly humorous that we would try to 
take the tragedy out of the Christian re
ligion! You can’t take it out of life, and 
you can’t take it out of the religion of life. 
It is written into life. John could not see
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it, but He had to be despised and rejected, 
a man of sorrows, not unacquainted with 
grief. How could He have come as a Prince 
of the Realm if He came to understand 
man’s devils, gutters, and his sin? He had 
to know grief in order to understand! He 
had to be tragedy-bearer to be Sin-bearer! 
It is written in! He had to die, and not 
easily! How could one master Life without 
conquering Death?

John had not been preaching a reform 
of the old. He was proclaiming the arrival 
of the new. And the prerequisite for its 
reception is still repentance . . . “All we 
as sheep have gone astray, We have turned 
everyone to the path he has picked out for 
himself.” But the Lord is gracious, “And 
hath caused to light on him the iniquity of 
us all”; in order that God’s dream of us 
might be true. The Deliverer—Behold Him! 
And that means forgiveness, for us; suffer
ing, for Him. But will you permit a word 
about that forgiveness? If we have not 
grasped the true nature of sin we have 
missed forgiveness too. There is no forgive
ness on earth or in heaven that can reach 
my heart except as I adopt the Lamb’s own 
suffering pattern of the Cross and forgive. 
It is my forgiveness that must release God’s 
forgiveness. I cannot receive from Him and 
deny to you. I am forgiven as I forgive, 
which makes my selfish heart suffer and 
shatters its sin. In the light of the Cross, 
In the prayer of the Lamb, I, forgiving, re
ceive forgiveness.

“That this may be a sign among you, that 
when your children ask their fathers in 
time to come, saying

What Mean Ye By These Stones?
Then ye shall answer them, these stones 
shall be for a memorial unto the children 
of Israel forever.” Joshua 4:6-7.

Just as Joshua commanded the twelve men of Israel to build 
with perfect stones a monument to commemorate the pass
ing over Jordan—
So, as our loved ones pass from our immediate presence 
over Jordan, should we select the most perfect, the most 
beautiful and the most lasting stone for the monuments we 
erect to commemorate their beautiful virtues and accom
plishments. SPECIFY

WINNSBORO BLUE GRANITE
“The Silk of the Trade”

Its flawless beauty, stalwart strength, and great durability, combined with Its 
adaptability to design make it the ideal monumental stone. Like other high 
quality materials there are many Inferior substitutes that resemble this gran
ite on first appearance, but do not possess its durable qualities and lasting beauty. b

Write for FREE descriptive literature.

Winnsboro Granite Corp., Rion, S. C.

And another word? There is no for
giveness in Heaven or beyond Heaven that 
can remove what sin has done. God’s for
giveness never uncooks a brain already 
cooked by alcohol; God’s forgiveness does 
not destroy the scars—they remain. For
giveness happens only between concerned 
personalities. God and me; you and me. 
It cannot clear up the debris! It cannot re
store a home smashed beyond the power of 
personality to restore—it cannot give grown 
children the father they needed when they 
were little. Even though that old man that 
I buried made a profession of his faith and 
trusted Christ for forgiveness there still was 
no profession of faith possible to him that 
would see wiped out the decades of Hell 
he had strewn over the earth and in the 
hearts of his children who could not forget, 
even at the funeral. Not even God’s for
giveness can fix that home as it should have 
been fifty years before! Forgiveness just 
picks a man up where he is, puts him back 
together, then, wipes out the horror of the 
past with the light of the future that it 
releases in him. The scars stay; but He gives 
grace to live with scars, even though scar 
tissue can cause pain.

If forgiveness can happen only between 
personalities, it is because Personality only 
can effect Redemption. Only Divine Person 
can effect Divine Redemption—so the 
Lamb came to demonstrate that suffering 
releases redemption—to empty death of its 

(See next page) 
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honors forever—to restore what could be 
restored only by forgiveness; to secure for 
God all that Sin left salvageable—to redeem 
me from me—and from what I would be
come, if left to myself. Worthy art Thou! 
Fit art Thou! Competent art Thou! Able 
art Thou! O Lord! for Thou wast con
quered, but did conquer; Thou wast slain, 
but doth live; Thou wast dead, but doth 
Rule.

But the thing we have never been able 
to forgive God, we humans, is that He made 
His Lamb to be a Suffering Lamb. In our 
minds, whether we will permit its expression 
or not, is buried in some form the feeling 
that—“He didn’t have to do that to Him” 
speaking of the Cross. Never! Never yet has 
Mankind reconciled himself to his own re
sponsibility . . . God Made Him Lamb! We 
Made Him Suffering Lamb! We had made 
Him Suffering Lamb from the beginning. 
The blight determined the suffering—We 
have yet to learn God’s use of the suffering 
we made unavoidable for Him and for us. 
Sorokin caught the pattern: All life passes 
through: Crisis (Cross), Ordeal (Suffering), 
Catharsis (Cleansing), Charisma (Grace), 
Resurrection (New Life).

Blessed be the Great God who can use 
the suffering He would not deny His own 
Son in order that in His own body He could 
demonstrate the lostness of being fully Man, 
and the savedness of being fully God!

Behold, The Lamb! The Suffering Lamb 
'-who carries Sin Away!
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Philadelphia's "Citizenship 
Pastor" Retires

PHILADELPHIA—(RNS)—Dr. Angelo 
DiDomenica, Philadelphia’s “citizenship 
pastor,” has retired after a Baptist ministry 
of 55 years.

During this time, Dr. DiDomenica esti
mates that he has taught English and helped 
in other ways to prepare more than 4,000 
fellow Italian immigrants for U. S. citizen
ship, as part of his mission work.

The 80-year-old clergyman came to this 
country as a youth from Schiavi d’Abruzzo, 
Italy. He founded the Italian Baptist As
sociation of America and has for many 
years been editor of the New Aurora, the 
only Italian evangelical magazine in Amer
ica.
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Even Though They Meet 
Trying Situations Few 
Complain

“There doesn’t seem to be anybody sick 
in the congregation, so I guess we’ll just 
have to give these flowers to you.” Thus the 
wife of many pastors receives the flowers 
from the altar on Sunday evening.

She is usually too tired to enjoy them that 
evening. While the other women were sleep
ing late, her Sunday morning was especially 
busy, with getting to church on time, teach
ing a Sunday class and singing in the choir. 
She spent Sunday afternoon making pastoral 
calls with her husband while the other 
women had their naps. Each of the three 
Sunday meals was interrupted by telephone 
calls.

Monday morning the flowers are waiting 
for her, but this is wash day. In 61 per 
cent of the parsonages she must lift the 
old wooden or galvanized iron tubs, because 
the parsonage does not have stationary tubs 
connected with hot and cold water.

Monday afternoon is used for “picking 
up” from Sunday. This wouldn’t be so bad 
if there were clothes closets. When the old 
parsonage was built, clothes closets were not 
common in the bedrooms. Many parsonages 
have not yet been modernized. In 30 per 
cent of them the bedrooms are still without 
clothes closets.

In a study of 1171 parsonages (The Home 
of the Rural Pastor, 40c) made by the 
Rural Church Department, Drew Seminary, 
Madison, New Jersey, only six pastors’ wives 
complained. Here’s a typical letter:

“We do not have one closet in the whole 
house. There is no bathroom nor running 
water. Our garage is an old barn where we 
must also keep our chickens and where one 
of the neighbors also stores his hay. Our 
home furnishings are all second (or third) 
hand. But whenever I plan to buy or fix 
something I think the money ought to go to 
folks who have less than we have.”

Three February Meetings 
Planned for New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS, La.— (BP)—The 
“Crescent City” will be the site of three 
Southern Baptist leadership conferences in 
February.

Two groups, executive secretaries of the 
twenty-two co-operating states and editors 
of the state Baptist publications, meet Feb- • 
ruary 11-13. The third group, secretaries ‘ 
of the state Baptist foundations, will meet 
February 28-29.

ORDER BOOKS, BIBLES, SUPPLIES from the Baptist 
Book Store serving your area:

103 E. Sixth St., Chattanooga for Bradley and Hamilton Associations.
24 North Second St., Memphis for Shelby Association.
308 W. Church Ave., Knoxville for Eastern, Northeastern Districts.
127 Ninth Ave., N., Nashville for the rest of the state. 
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