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Book Burning Yesterday and Today

The furor over book-burnings at the pres
ent opens up episodes in the past both good 
and bad. Book burning has a long history. 
There have been those breaking with an 
evil past who in evidence thereof rid them
selves of their former evil equipment. The 
impact of the gospel upon Ephesus led to 
some exorcists trying to “cash in” on the 
use of the name of Jesus for their own ends. 
What happened to them and to all who 
would tamper with Truth put the fear of 
God into the hearts of everybody who heard 
and as a result, “the name of the Lord Jesus 
was magnified.” Many believed, came and 
confessed, and showed their deeds. “Many 
which used curious arts brought their books 
together, and burned them before all men: 
and they counted the price of them and 
found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So 
mightily grew the word of God and pre
vailed” (Acts 19:18-20). In Ephesus people 
who had been following evil practices re
pented at the message of God’s servant and 
yielded to Jesus Christ as Lord. They 
burned their property—books of magic and 
incantation by which they had been deceiv
ing the gullible, and corrupting lives.

It is right when men forsake evil, and in 
their decision for the new life, “burn then- 
bridges behind them.” In this instance it 
meant burning evil books by which they had 
fostered falsehood. Freedom is a torch to 
consume error. But not many books have 
been burned for the sake of truth.

When the violent Arabs of the desert 
conquered Alexandria in Egypt in A.D. 642 
one of the most wholesale book-burnings 
of all history followed. The accumulations 
of three hundred years of literary activity by 
the Greek masters of Egypt went to stoke 
the furnaces of the public baths. The story 
is told by Edward Alexander Parsons in his 
book, “The Alexandrian Library.” This 
story, which comes out of the Middle Ages, 
is that this book-burning job was carried 
out on the orders of the Caliph at Medina. 
All the books containing the same doctrine 
with the Koran were ruled by him to be of 
“no use since the Koran contained all neces
sary truths.” But if the books “contained 
anything contrary to that book, they ought 
to be destroyed, and therefore, whatever 
their contents were, he ordered them to be 
burnt.” So the ruling was that the contents 
of the vast libraries should be burned, and 
they were “distributed among the public 
baths of which there were a great number 
in the city where for six months they served 
to supply the fires.”

The Nazis in Germany built spectacular 
bon fires of books they condemned. The 
Arabs, 1,300 years earlier, at least were 

f

quite utilitarian in heating the public baths 
with the 700,000 manuscripts they burned 
either because they contained what the 
Koran taught and so were unnecessary or 
else contained what was contrary to the 
Koran and so were heretical.

But the Chinese seemed to have been 
originators of book burning. In the third 
century B. C. the Ts’in Emperor Shi Hwang- 
ti tried to suppress “dangerous thoughts” by
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confiscating and burning all the works of 
the philosophers who had flourished before 
him. He tried to wipe out the past and re
write history. The Han dynasty which fol
lowed the Ts’in restored what he had or
dered destroyed, but in many cases his order 
had been evaded.

Books burned in one ..place have a way 
of turning up in another. And efforts of 
men to destroy the heritage of the past and 
“rewrite” history to suit their own purposes 
eventually fail. All the book burnings of 
the past have been in vain. The Nazis tried 
it. The Communists have tried it. The 
Hierarchy has tried it. Books are burned 
by men who cannot trust their fellows to 
get hold of those books and have the privi
lege of reading and deciding for themselves 
what is truth and what is error.

Dictatorships end if the people have the 
right to make their own decisions. There
fore this right is taken from them in the 
name of security. Hands making a ruthless 
bid for great power apply the torch. Ambi
tious men try to intimidate all who disagree 
with them. To make themselves secure, 
they must get rid of all dissent. But the 
burning of books can lead to the cremation 
of freedom $nd reduce a people’s culture to 
ashes. Yet a long look into history brings 
hope that even should this frightening pros
pect come to pass, Truth like the fabled 
Phoenix would rise again from the ashes. 
All the efforts to burn the Bible have but 
made the Word of God to spread.
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Rankin's Death Repeats 
His Challenge to Us

The news of the death of Dr. M. T. 
Rankin on June 27, has brought to Southern 
Baptists a sense of deep loss. Since 1945 
the Executive-Secretary of the Foreign Mis
sion Board of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion and for eight years previous to that the 
Secretary for the Orient, Dr. Rankin proved 
himself a Christian statesman during one 
of the most trying periods of Southern 
Baptists’ missionary enterprise. Dr. Rankin 
was a man of deep faith, of prayer and of 
a great love for a lost world. He bore upon 
his heart the plight of those who are out 
of Christ. He literally “wore himself out” 
in his ministry. Dr. Rankin proved him
self a man of faith under most trying cir
cumstances. His homegoing leaves all of 
us with a sense of great loss, but we thank 
God for the faith that was in him which 
inspires all of us to a closer walk with our 
Lord.

Dr. Rankin threw out a challenge to 
Southern Baptists at the recent session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention in Hous
ton. He spoke of how God has brought us 
to the door of a new era of advance in the 
coming of His Kingdom among men. Then 
he put these questions: “Do we dare fol
low Him on through the door? To go with 
Him in the dynamic of His love as the 
response to the expectancy of a world hun
gry for life that is worth living? To see all 
people of the world as He sees them? To 
accept with Him the responsibility for all 
men of the world which He accepted in 
Christ Jesus? To share in His purpose to 
create of all men, new men in Christ? 
Do we dare?” That my friends is the chal
lenge that M. T. Rankin leaves with us.
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During the summer of 1950 a group of 
young people were trained for a period 
of Christian service in Latin America. 
They said Alberto Merubia, a minister 
in La Paz, Bolivia, gave them their great
est challenge. He said: “On the steeple 
of almost every church in Latin America 
there is a cross. That’s the trouble—it’s 
always on the steeple. Your job is to put 
the cross in the hearts of men.”—Mrs. 
Frank G. Brooks, Upper Room.

Apathy can only be overcome by enthusiasm 
and enthusiasm can only be aroused by 
two things: first, an ideal which takes the 
imagination by storm, and second, a 
definite intelligible plan for carrying that 
ideal into practice.—Arnold Toynbee, 
N.E.A.

There is a vast difference in education and 
intelligence. There are many educated 
fools, but no intelligent ones.—Alexander 
Rosenbaum, Automotive Dealer News.

In Bochum, Germany, a Ruhr steel plant 
has completed four church bells as a gift 
to the “world peace church” in Hiro
shima, Japan. One is inscribed: “Steel, 
basic material of war, calls the peoples 
to peace.”—Concern z -JccwiDO—- 

No matter what side of an argument a man 
gets on, he always finds some people with 
him he wishes were on the other side.— 
Jascha Heifetz

A doctor hesitated when a call for help 
came on a particularly inclement night, 
but his love for humanity was strong, and 
he went through a drenching rain to the 
distant home of a farmer. His services 
saved the life of a small child. Years 
later the doctor said: “I never dreamed 
that in saving the life of that farm child 
I was saving the life of the leader of 
England.” That child was David Lloyd- 
George, onetime British prime minister. 
—Charles L. Wallis
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M. Theron Rankin Dies

M. Theron Rankin, executive secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, died at his home in Richmond, Va., 
at 6:15 a.m. June 27. Several weeks ago, 
while undergoing a checkup prior to a 
scheduled trip to South America, it was dis
covered that he had leukemia. However, he 
continued work as usual until June 20 
when his condition became worse. Then 
last Wednesday, June 24, he became criti
cally ill.

Funeral services were held at First Bap
tist Church, Richmond, at 3:00 p.m. Mon
day.

Dr. Rankin was born at Newberry, S. C., 
in 1894. He attended Furman University 
one year and was graduated from Wake 
Forest College, Wake Forest, N. C., in 1918. 
He received the Th.M. degree from South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., in 1921, the year he was ap
pointed a missionary to China, and the 
Ph.D. degree in 1927 while home on his 
first furlough.

He received honorary doctorates from 
Union University, Jackson, Tenn.; William 
Jewell College, Liberty, Mo.; Baylor Uni
versity, Waco, Tex.; Oklahoma Baptist Uni
versity, Shawnee; and Wake Forest College.

As a missionary, Dr. Rankin taught in 
the Graves Theological Seminary in Can
ton, China. In 1935 the Foreign Mission 
Board elected him secretary for the Orient 
to supervise Southern Baptist mission work 
in that part of the world. In 1939 he repre
sented Chinese Baptists at the International 
Missionary Conference, Madras, India.

When the United States entered World 
War II, he was captured by the Japanese 
and imprisoned for nine months at Stanley 
Internment Camp, Hong Kong. For six 
months of that time he was vice-chairman 
of the American Communal Council of the 
internment camp, responsible for the wel
fare of fellow missionaries. He was repatri
ated in September, 1942.

The first missionary ever to become the 
Foreign Mission Board’s executive secretary, 
Dr. Rankin found when he took office on 
January 1, 1945, that a limited number of 
mission volunteers and a meager overseas 
budget had frozen the number of mission
aries at about 500.

What a different world this would be if 
people would listen to those who know 
more and not merely try to get something 
from those who have more.—Wm. J. H. 
Boetcker

Education . . . has produced a vast popula
tion able to read but unable to distinguish 
what is worth reading.—George Trevel
yan

in Richmond June 27

But he set about getting a working knowl
edge of missions in Africa, Europe, the Near 
East, and Latin America to add to his in
timate knowledge of the Orient. He studied 
the home field, too.

Then he and his associates spent the first 
three days of 1948 in a hotel room in a 
small Virginia town, working out a program 
of world advance, station by station, coun
try by country. Thus, was born the Ad
vance Program of Southern Baptists, which 
has extended the work of the Board to in
clude 32 countries of the world and has 
increased the number of missionaries to 913. 
His dream was 1,750 Southern Baptist mis
sionaries on foreign fields.

Dr. Rankin, always a missionary at heart, 
had never wanted to be executive secretary 
of the Foreign Mission Board. He wanted 
to spend his life in China where he had 
served for 20 years.

But with the retirement of Dr. Charles 
E. Maddry in 1944, he was requested to 
appear before a committee of the Board to 
consider the position. He said he went to 
the committee meeting thinking it would 
take him only ten minutes to convince them 
that his place was in China.

However, before he was given ten minutes 
in which to persuade the committee, the 
spokesman for the group told him a story:

A committee of the Board had met to 
consider an executive secretary with the 
general agreement that a staff member 
would not be chosen. (Dr. Rankin was then 
the Board’s secretary for the Orient.) The 
Board members prayed for the Lord’s lead
ership, and each was asked to write on a 
piece of paper the name of the person he 
thought to be God’s man for the position. 
Each piece of paper had the same words: 
M. Theron Rankin.

“What could I say?” he asked Mrs. Rank
in when he returned home.

In accepting the new responsibilities he 
expressed his absolute faith in God: “I am 
grateful that I do not have to measure the 
task in terms of my own capacities. I come 
to this position with the assurance of God’s 
support and strength. Christian missions is 
his undertaking and he calls his servants to 
work with him as they serve in this enter
prise.”

Uppermost in Dr. Rankin’s mind to the 
very end was the Christian missions under
taking. And there was a final message for 
Southern Baptists; but strength and time 
ran out.

He is survived by his widow, the former 
Valleria Greene who was born in China 
to missionary parents, and two daughters, 
Mrs. John McMillan and Miss Mary Lee 
Rankin, both of Richmond.
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by DR. WILLIAM O. CARVER

WHY WE ARE HERE
(Remarks at formal opening of the Joint Library of the Baptist Sunday School 

Board and the Southern Baptist Historical Commission, Nashville, Tennessee,
June 16, 1953)

Ultimately, most comprehensively, we are 
here because of the grace of God and of 
the chain of his providences which have led 
us to this high place.

We are here because of the way we got 
here. Our way began when Jesus came; 
declared and projected His plan of redeem
ing the human race and of guiding the his
tory of His redemption. His plan was, 
through a people of His own possession of 
them and through their witness to Him 
among the people of the earth, to establish 
the Kingdom of God in the earth.

We are here because through the strenu
ous centuries when men were institutionaliz
ing his religion, when political and secular 
pressures were perverting and complicating 
the simplicities of the way of salvation, God 
maintained a continuity of evangelical wit
ness and ecclesiastical fidelity even through 
struggle, persecution, and martyrdom. 
While ecclesiastics and imperial leaders were 
building a huge and powerful instrument 
for which they filched the name Church and 
corrupted it, there were those who main
tained the freedom of Christ and the auton
omy of his following in local situations and 
preserved the spiritual quality and integrity 
of his new creation. They paid the price 
of ignominy and the scorn of the mighty 
to become in the vocabularies of empire 
and “Church,” “sects” and “scismatics.”

We are here because of the insight and 
the courage', of the experience and the prac
tice of Hubmaier, Grebel, Denks, and the 
equally heroic leaders of the several groups 
of Anabaptist independents, who projected 
into the revolutionary revolt against the op
pressions of the powerful ecclesiasticisms 
the true concepts of New Testament faith 
and the expression of that faith in churches. 
Even though these men were in some meas
ure lacking in practical insights and under
standing, even though they failed to hear 
the call of more comprehensive fellowship, 
yet through fire and sword, through im
prisonment and drownings they bore their 
witness and passed on their message until 
now, after four centuries, the Protestant 
world is widely realizing that they stopped 
in their reformations definitely short of the 
essential ideals and forms of New Testa
ment Christianity. Now when there is a 
growing demand that the Reformation be 
completed, above all others Baptists, as the 
spiritual successors of the Anabaptists, in 
principle stand near the goal to be sought 
by the renewal and extension of the Ref
ormation movement of the 16th century.

We are here because John Smyth, Helwys, 
Jessup, Spilsbury, along with their coad
jutors and associates saw the values and the 
limitations of the English Independency 
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Movement in the early 17th century; and, 
because of their insight, went on to leader
ship of fuller liberty and New Testament 
loyalty and produced the British Baptist de
nomination, the fountain source from 
which the free church movement and its 
insistence on regenerate individualism as a 
basis of church membership has become the 
outstanding spiritual achievement of the 
western world.

We are here because the Spirit of God 
moved in Henry Dunster, Roger Williams, 
Obadiah Holmes, John Clarke, and a grow
ing number of others to bring about the as
sertion of full freedom of conscience and 
full loyalty to Christ in the gospel so that 
here in America personal, individual respon
sibility and corporate independence of local 
congregations produced Baptist churches 
and created the American way of a free 
church and a free state, which is now in our 
day a necessity for world adjustment.

As Southern Baptists we are here because 
in the early 80’s of the 17th century William 
Screven led a little Baptist church at Kittery, 
Maine, to escape the persecution of that 
region by immigrating into South Carolina 
where they became the first Baptist church 
in all the South. Later in Virginia Baptists 
fell under the oppression of the established 
Episcopal Church and wrote a glorious chap
ter of heroic fidelity under bitter persecu
tions and became the leading advocates of 
freedom of conscience and religious worship. 
When Marshall and Stearns followed 
through the logic of the Separatists move
ment in New England, to become Baptists 
with firey evangelistic zeal, they came South 
and infused into the slowly growing Bap
tist denomination an evangelistic zeal which 
has characterized that denomination from 
that day until this and has proved the great 
projectile force which has made Baptists 
by far the dominant religious factor in the 
life of the southern states and which is now 
projecting them into other parts of our 
country.

We are here because 108 years ago when 
the sectional tensions and social differences 
drove a wedge of separation between Bap
tists of the United States a group of Baptist 
men under the lead of William B. Johnson 
set up a new cooperative body which they 
named the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Taking over the lines of service and of 
progress originated and pursued by the Gen
eral Convention of the Baptist Denomina
tion in the United States since 1814, this 
body defined tasks and methods in accord
ance with the insight, the genuius, and, let 
us be frank, the prejudices of our southern 
culture.

We are here because in the providence 

and blessing of God these Southern Baptists 
growing slowly at first acquired momentum 
and have at length become a mighty host; 
and because as they have grown they have 
developed a sense of destiny under God’s 
“high calling.” All along there were a few 
among our people to whom it became in
creasingly clear that our calling could be 
accepted and our destiny guided only in the 
light of our history. Under the lead of 
Rufus W. Weaver, this conviction became 
so insistent that in 1936 and 1937 the Con
vention set up a new “Committee on the 
Preservation of Baptist History.” Following 
up this action, in 1938 at Richmond, Vir
ginia, a little group of about a dozen or
ganized a Southern Baptist Historical Society 
committed to the promotion of study and 
support of ways and means for defining, 
interpreting, and preserving the facts of our 
Baptist history. At first this group met a 
vast indifference and lack of appreciation 
of the importance of our history to correct 
interpretation of our place in the total Chris
tian movement, and of our obligation to 
make of our distinctive beliefs a gospel of 
evangelical faith and evangelistic fervor for 
our age in the life of the world and for 
evangelical Christianity in the universal task 
which faces it in -a revolutionary world 
which is seeking new forms and as adequate 
power for the realization of its ideals and 
hopes in a new era in the life of humanity.

After fifteen years of slow, but gradually 
achieving, effort, we are here today to mark 
a great turning point in this Society’s career. 
In 1947 the Society was adopted as the 
Convention’s agency in the field of history. 
Under the leadership of the Society there 
has been created the Southern Baptist His
torical Commission to which the society has 
subordinated itself as “auxiliary.” In this 
capacity it shares today in a glorious victory. 
Commission and Society together in these 
commodious quarters and under these mar
velous auspices lift our hearts to “praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.”

We are here because the vision and the 
statesmanship of our Convention leadership 
have awakened general concern for our his
tory, a concern which holds a definite, 
permanent and growing place in our South
ern Baptist program. The Executive Com
mittee of the Convention are wholly com
mitted, with increased enthusiasm to the 
importance and the support of this interest. 
Supremely just now we recognize the en
couragement, the nurturing and intelligent 
cooperation of the Sunday School Board. 
Under the leadership of Secretary Holcomb, 
who with his staff have gone all out in 
appreciation and in provision we stand at a 
pivotal point in the history not of Southern 
Baptists alone but of all Baptists.

We are here because at the opportune 
moment God gave us in the person of Nor
man W. Cox a leadership prepared, dynamic, 
trusted, courageous and wise to organize, 
promote, expand and popularize our history 
interest in the thinking and appreciation of 
our people and especially in the leadership 
which our people have in all sections of our 
territory and in all phases of our life.

Baptist and Reflector



Lawrenceburg—First Church's new mission in East Lawrenceburg had a ground-breaking June 23, 
marking beginning of construction of Sunday School rooms with the auditorium to be built later. 
Pastor H. J. Rushing of First Church is seen at left with Robert L. Willis, Harvel Edwards, Sr., and 
W. W. Langley, the latter three are members of the building committee whose other member, 
Robert Hayes, was not present when this picture was made by Willis Studio.

In these quarters, so generously and wisely 
provided by the Sunday School Board, we 
now house three libraries serving as one; 
the collections of the Historical Society; the 
Dargan Memorial Library; the collections of 
the department of Survey, Statistics, and 
Information, and including copies of all pub
lications of the Sunday School Board and 
collections which they have made for their 
use of other publications.

Under the leadership of Dr. Cox the 
Historical Commission is developing a vast 
microfilming service and numerous other 
important services to the denomination.

We are here because we have a profound 
conviction that the world needs the Baptist 
message; and especially because the Chris
tian world just now is deeply in need of the 
Baptist insights and contributions of prin
ciples and practice. Very definitely and 
more urgently than most people are aware 
the evangelical world in its struggle to re
interpret its meaning, to redefine its form, 
and to realize its significance as the Body of 
Christ in this era in human history needs 
whatever God has to transmit to it through 
Southern Baptists.

We are here because we come increasingly 
to know that we cannot meet our high call
ing in Christ Jesus nor come into our own 
maturity as a people of Christ in this our 
day unless we know the ways by which God 
has led us in the past; unless we define ever 
more clearly our principles in the light of 
their working in history; unless we com
mit ourselves to a holy apostleship of under
Thursday, July 9, 1953

standing of fellowship, of witnessing, all in 
accordance with “that grace of God which 
is given unto us” through the experiences of 
history, through the teachings of the New 
Testament, and for the making of history in 
our own day for the days to come.

Knowledge of history will make us in
creasingly aware of our insights, of our 
struggles, of our mission; of our mistakes, 
of our limitations, of our dependence upon 
the continuous working and the ever re
newing wisdom of the Holy Spirit as we 
seek ever better to understand the course of 
human history and the power of God to 
shape that history by “the power of the 
gospel unto salvation” for all men. Knowing 
our history will enable us in humble sub
jection to the wisdom of the Spirit of Christ 
to know the work and ways of God, to see 
the grace of God in all the realms of his 
working among all the people of Christ and 
to take ever more and more our full share 
in the gospel and the kingdom of our God. 
Here we have a center for researchers and 
writers, for students and teachers who seek 
to know and use the facts of God’s way 
with our people. Here we have a shrine to 
which pilgrim feet will lead humble and 
adoring hearts to God, an Ebenezer to re
assure us that “Jehovah jireh,” our God, 
will provide; here we have a center of varied 
service to our denomination’s agencies and 
our churches; here we have an arsenal for 
equipping evangelists of the God of history 
and destiny.

Counselor's Corner
By Lofton Hudson

Allergies

Letter: I have allergies, food allergies. In 
fact there are only a few foods that I can 
eat without a stomach and intestinal upset.

My boss laughs at me and says that it is 
all in my mind. He is a Christian Scientist 
and urges me to go to a reader. He says 
that my trouble is negative thinking. What 
do you think?

Answer: I think “negative” about your boss. 
His attitude is not only silly but it is posi
tively unscientific. Furthermore, it is 
thoroughly unchristian to act as if illness is 
a person’s own fault. Don’t you know that 
if Christian Scientists could cure allergies, 
the world would make a path to their door?

There are some allergies which are ap
parently hysterical symptoms. That is, they 
are caused by anxiety; the fearful person 
runs to his body for help. Any of the faith 
healers can cure some of these- sufferers 
of their particular difficulty. But they may 
switch symptoms or even be worse off emo
tionally after they are “cured.” And, of 
course, some allergic conditions clear up 
for no reason at all, so far as the doctors 
can find out.

If I were you I would go to a good allergy 
specialist and follow his advice. Then pray 
for God’s help and healing. If God wills 
to heal you, he will. He is no respector of 
persons. But do not let anybody fool you 
on this “positive thinking” stuff. It is pure 
hocus-pocus. The only kind of thinking 
which honors God and respects intelligence 
is realistic, honest, straight thinking.

Presbyterians Warned
Against "Edifice Complex"

MARYVILLE—(RNS)—A warning that 
Presbyterians may be getting an “edifice 
complex” was sounded at a joint meeting 
here of the Mid-South Synod, Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, and the Tennessee 
Synod, Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southern).

Dr. John T. Peters of New York, secre
tary for Stewardship and Promotion of the 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, said that 
although he favors nice sanctuaries “we 
must not lose sight of our real task by 
getting lost in gigantic and expensive build
ing programs.”

“Untold millions of dollars are being 
spent on beautiful cathedral-like churches 
throughout the nation,” Dr. Peters said. 
“We Presbyterians need to let the church 
fulfill the redeeming purposes of God—that 
is our task and we must not lose sight of it.

“It is not an easy task by any means. We 
cannot ‘take it easy.’ There is nothing in 
the Bible about ‘taking it easy.’ We must 
live the Christian life up to the hilt.”
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-Next Nunday5 J^eMon
by O. L. RIVES/ Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International Bible Lesson for Christian 
Training, copyrighted by International Council or Religious Education

TEXTS: Romans 6:1-14; 12:1-21 (Larger)—Ro. 12:1-2, 9:21 (Printed).

A Pattern of Christian Behavior
Christianity, if valid and meaningful, be

gins in human experience. Those of us who- 
allow ourselves to be called by that high 
name of Christian have, first of all, known 
Christ in the forgiveness of sins and in the 
new birth from above (Jn. 3:1-16). This has 
come about, so far as we are concerned, as 
a result of our having turned away from 
sinning (with all of our being) and having 
placed our trust (without reservation) in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour. This glorious ex
perience of salvation by grace through faith 
should continuously work itself out in our 
daily lives. Since we are new creatures in 
Christ (2 Cor. 5:17) our lives are to be dif
ferent from what they were before this great 
experience. Thus we center attention upon 
the topic suggested above, with the larger 
lesson text before us. What do these pas
sages suggest to us about the pattern of 
Christian behavior?

Symbolized in Baptism (Ro. 6:1-14)
Baptism, let us remember, is important 

even though it is not essential to one’s salva
tion. This is true because Jesus set the ex- 

J

To believe is to trust. To believe is to com
mit one’s self, completely and without reser
vation. The Greek word used here and 
translated, “believeth,” justifies this inter
pretation.

Two concepts are involved in the above 
two main things about New Testament bap
tism. One is form and the other is content. 
In most of our discussion of objects, it is im
possible for us to separate the two. In the 
case of baptism, it is neither possible nor 
Biblical for us to do so. If we attempt to 
show the content without the form, or vice 
versa, the reality is destroyed. Baptism is 
immersion in water, at the hands of the 
church and upon the authority of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, of one who has shown evidence 
of having been buried to a life of sin and 
of having been raised to a new life of right
eousness by faith in Jesus Christ. The form 
is immersion, the content is a “new crea
ture.”
Manifested in Conduct (Ro. 12)

First, there is to be a presentation of a 
sacrifice. It is to be living and not dead. It 

is to be set apart or consecrated and not 
half-hearted or partial. It is to be well
pleasing and not dis-pleasing to God. It is 
to be in keeping with, or a reflection of, 
what God has done for us in our salvation. 
This is clearly indicated in the first verse 
of this chapter which tells how a Christian 
should conduct himself. Let us never forget 
that sacrifice is at the very heart of the 
Christian religion, both in what Christ has 
done for us in His death on the Cross and 
what we are to do for Him in service for 
those in whose behalf He gave His life, His 
all. We are to live for Him, with unalloyed 
devotion, letting our work and our worship 
reflect and mutually supplement and sus
tain each other; and in so doing be well
pleasing to Him. The second verse of this 
chapter suggests how to do this, but space 
limitations prevent comment by these notes. 
But the reader should ponder this verse.

Second, there is to be a final victory of 
good over evil (not only within the life 
and experience of the individual Christian 
but also in society as a whole). The final 
verse of the chapter indicates how this is to 
be done. The only way to overcome evil is 
not with more evil, but the overcoming of 
evil is to be by the good. A proverb says, 
“Fight fire with fire;” but if one’s house 
catches fire he tries to saturate it with water 
or some chemical that will smother out the 
fire. The Christian method of overcoming 
evil is to do good. Jesus did, and the method 
never failed. We, as His followers, should 
try it more than we do. Why don’t we?

ample when He was baptized at the hands 
of John the Baptist, and said concerning it, 
“for thus it becometh us to fulfil all right
eousness” (Mt. 3:15). This is true because 
Jesus commanded us as His disciples to 
do it (Mt. 28:19). This is true because the 
church at Jerusalem on the Day of Pente
cost did it (Acts 2:41). There can be no 
doubt, then, that baptism is important. One 
question that immediately appears is, “What 
constitutes New Testament baptism?” In 
the light of the above passage, two state
ments can be made.

First, there is the picture or the symbol 
of a burial. Since only dead people are 
supposed to be buried, death is implied in 
the enactment of the picture. Taking the 
teachings of the above passage as a whole, 
it can be said that baptism symbolizes the 
death within the life of the person being 
baptized to the old life of sin (to all of the 
sin and sins which were responsible for 
Jesus’ death) and thus the burial of that 
old life through faith and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as personal Saviour.

Second, there is the picture or the sym
bol of a resurrection. Since those who are 
alive, and only such, can arise from the dead 
and the grave; baptism manifests to the out
side what has already transpired inside, 
namely, the coming of the new life from 
above that Jesus talked about as He con
versed with Nicodemus. The Little Gospel 
(Jn. 3:16) clearly and comprehensively sets 
forth how this marvelous experience can be 
had, with a focus upon that part of the verse 
which says, “whosoever believeth on Him.”

THE TRIUMPH OF LIFE
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Z)he ^oung. South
How many pen pals do you have? 

Would you like to have another? Here are 
some letters which will help you. Read 
each letter then choose the one which most 
interests you. Write to the person who 
wrote that letter and tell him or her about 
yourself. Tell why you would like to be
come pen pals. Ready?

Dear Aunt Polly:
This is my second time to write. I read 

the Youth South. I am eleven years old. I 
am not a Christian. I go to the West Mary
ville Church. My pastor is Brother P. B. 
Baldridge. I go to Bungalow School. I 
would like to have some pen pals. I will try 
to answer every letter I receive.

Mary Watkins 
Sunset View
Maryville, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am twelve years old, in the seventh 

grade at Watertown School. My teacher is 
Mr. Alvin Jewell.

I go to the First Baptist Church and I’m 
a Christian. My pastor is Brother C. H. 
Brown.

I’d like to have some pen pals. I’ll answer 
everyone who writes to me.

Bettye Jane Hudson 
Watertown, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am fourteen years old. I am a member 

of the Corinth Baptist Church. My pastor 
is Brother Arvin Rhodes. This is my first 
time to write you. I have thought about 
writing for a long time. I don’t have any 
pen pals, but I would like to have some. I 
will try to answer every letter.

Norma Jean Reeves 
Darden, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am a boy ten years old. I go to Selmer 

School and am in the fifth grade. My daddy 
and mother are both living. I have a little 
brother and a big brother.

I would like to get letters from boys and 
girls my age.

Larry Michael
Route 1
Stantonville, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am a girl twelve years old and I’m in the 

sixth grade at Dresden Elementary School. 
I have never written to you before.

My favorite sports are basketball and 
tennis.

I am a Christian and belong to the First 
Baptist Church in Dresden, Tennessee. I 
have blonde hair and blue eyes. I would 
like very much to have lots of pen pals. I 
promise to answer every letter I get.

Mary Louise Dunn
Route 3
Dresden, Tennessee
Thursday, July 9, 1953

Dear Aunt Polly:
I have read the Young South and wanted 

to write. I would like to have some pen 
pals. I am thirteen years old and in the 
seventh grade. I have brown hair and blue 
eyes. I am a Christian and a member of 
the First Baptist Church of Bluif City. 
Brother Truett Cox is pastor. I will answer 
every letter I get.

June Friesland
Route 2
Bluff City, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am a girl nine years old. I go to Lincoln 

Park School and am in the fourth grade. 
I have a brother five years old. This is my 
first time to write, but I would like to have 
some pen pals. I will answer every letter. 
I go to Lincoln Park Church where Brother 
Ausmus is pastor.

Ann Rector 
625 Hiawassee Avenue 
Knoxville, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am a girl ten years old. I go to church 

at the Corinth Baptist Church. I go to Mid
way School. I have been crippled for seven 
years. I vear a brace on my right leg. 
My Sunday school teacher’s name is Mrs. 
Hettie Derry berry. I don’t have any pen 
pals. I sure would like to have some.

Carolyn Jane Reeves
Darden, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am a girl eight years old. I have a little 

sister three years old. I am in the third 
grade at school. I am a member of Avon
dale Baptist Church. My favorite sports are 
riding my bicycle and swimming. This is 
my first time to write. I would like to have 
some pen pals.

Patricia Parker 
407 South Kelley St.
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Which letter did you choose today? What 
are you going to do about it? Write a get- 
acquainted letter? When? Please don’t wait. 
Today is the best time!

AUNT POLLY 
Belcourt at Sixteenth Avenue, South 
Nashville, Tennessee

A farmer visiting a state mental hospital 
was strolling the grounds when he came 
upon an inmate sprawled in the shade of a 
tree. After a word of greeting, the man 
sat up and eyed the visitor with interest.

“What do you do for a living?” the in
mate finally asked.

“I’m a farmer.”
“Farmer, huh? I used to be a farmer.

Pretty hard work.”
“Sure is,” agreed the visitor.
“Ever try being crazy?”
“No.”
“You ought to try it some time,” ad

vised the inmate as he settled back on the 
cool grass. “Beats farmin’.”

Outside a pawnbroker’s shop a man saw 
a coat priced at $14. He took it off the rail 
and went inside. “How much is this worth?” 
he asked the pawnbroker.

“Not more than $6,” was the answer.
“I’ll take it,” said the man.
“Take it?” gasped the pawnbroker. “I 

thought you had come here to sell it.”
An old lady went up to the beggar. As 

she handed him a coin, she said: “Oh, my 
poor man, it must be dreadful to be lame. 
But, you know, it would be much worse if 
you were blind.”

“You’re telling me, ma’am,” said the beg
gar. “When I was blind I got nothing but 
foreign coins.”

Two boys had been fishing from the bank 
for hours. Finally, one turned to the other 
and commented: “We aren’t having much 
luck, are we?”

“Naw,” came the reply. “I don’t believe 
my worm’s even tryin’.”

A fond mother received the following 
letter from her son:

“Dear Mom: I joined the Navy because 
I liked the way the ships were kept clean 
and tidy. But I never knew until this week 
who keeps them so clean and tidy.—Love, 
Jimmy.”

Best story I have heard. When Daniel 
Webster was a boy in the district school he 
was not noted for tidiness. Finally the 
teacher in despair told him that if he ap
peared again with such dirty hands she 
would thrash him. He appeared again in 
the same condition. “Daniel,” she said, 
“hold out your hand.” Daniel spat on his 
palm, rubbed it on the seat of his pants, and 
held it out. The teacher surveyed it in dis
gust. “Daniel,” she said, “if you can find 
me another hand in this school that is dirtier 
than that I will let you off.” Daniel 
promptly held out the other hand and she 
had to keep her word. All his life when it 
was necessary he produced the evidence and 
won his case.—J. W. Storer.
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Baptists and the Resurgent South
By Warren F. Jones

President Warren F. Jones of Union University at Jackson delivered a notable commencement address at Fort 
Worth, Texas, May 1, to the graduating class at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. Jones spoke 
on "Baptists and the Resurgent South." Recounting the recent rapid and extensive industrial and economic de
velopments in the South causing- such a migration to it of "old people who want to live longer and of young 
people who want to live better," Dr. Jones termed it "America's third trek." He analyzed the effect of these 
vast changes upon life in the Southland in the conflict between the centrifugal forces pulling people apart and 
the centripetal forces binding them together, Dr. Jones said:

“Obviously, the future of humanity de
pends upon which exerts the greater power. 
Christianity is centripetal. It binds people 
together with mutual bonds more power
ful than family ties. Despite geographical, 
and even racial barriers, it exerts a co
hesive force unequalled otherwise. Split 
apart by violence of war, separated by the 
bitterness of class conflict, made enemies by 
the wounds of hatred and suffering, it is 
pre-eminent if true to its founder. Jesus 
dealt with this principle in his discussion of 
true discipleship, and to put it affirmatively, 
he made it plain that the true disciple of 
Jesus will be so bound to him as the great 
spiritual center of gravity that no forces 
can cause disintegration. But we must not 
overlook the centrifugal forces with which 
man must inevitably deal.

“That stimulates the question of the ef
fect of machine and modern technology 
upon the inner life of human beings; upon 
the spirit of man—To be sure the new op
portunities that they create can quickly 
stimulate a desire, even a greed, for more 
and broader achievements—the desire to 
get more things with which to get more 
things and so on ad infinitum. This can be 
and usually is deteriorating. On the other 
hand wherever human beings live in utter 
and hopeless poverty; wherever they must 
do work that is bestial and exhausting, and 
unfit for human beings to do; wherever in
dividuals live in abject insecurity and fear 
of hunger and exposure and disease; the 
spirit of such individuals is degraded and 
the integrity of their individuality as human 
beings is violated. Hence it would seem 
that wherever conditions have alleviated or 
eliminated such degradation of the human 
spirit, the inner life of man will have been 
enriched and his spirit will have been made 
subject to approach by the finer and more 
refining forces. Such was the program of 
Jesus as he “Went about doing good,” mi
raculously relieving suffering as an entree’ 
for His message that would meet the greater 
need.

“But it is not the function of technocracy 
to refine and cultivate the spiritual qualities 
of man. The human upheaval growing out 
of these industrial and economic develop
ments is one to be met by the churches, 
by Christians, who possess awareness, vision 
and courage. Baptists are peculiarly suited 
to changing conditions because of their 
committal to the principle of democracy. 

Christianity is a religion of change. Mark 
reports that Jesus came into Galilee, preach
ing the gospel of the Kingdom of God, say
ing, “The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom 
of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe 
the Gospel.” An old era had ended—a new 
had begun. Jesus’ call to repentance was a 
call to change—a change of mind and heart, 
of conduct and character, of self and so
ciety. The world into which Jesus came was 
in a process of change. It is a worn ex
pression but fitting to remind ourselves often 
that we are living in a world of change, a 
world demanding constant adaptation on 
our part to meet the needs about us. By 
its very nature Christianity is a religion for 
such a changing world and has always had 
its greatest opportunity in times of upheaval. 
This statement is in no sense an implica
tion of a changing theology, but theology 
that permits changing patterns without af
fecting basic principles. When religion be
comes institutionalized it tends to resist 
change, therefore it is possible that in
stitutions of religion and ministers may get 
in the way of social progress. It behooves 
us to evaluate the nature of change going 
on about us and to capture the opportunities 
that emerge. Further the Christian min
ister, if he is to render maximum service 
must both adjust himself to the phenomena 
of change and also address himself pas
sionately to producing and guiding it.

“In our Christian endeavors we have lost 
many opportunities, much missionary ter
ritory, some influence on our educational 
philosophy, and access to labor as a social 
group. We have permitted Science to forge 
ahead of our moral character until it has 
become a Frankenstein turning upon its 
maker. We have all but lost some of the 
basic principles of our Christian democracy 
through the threat of socialism, the infiltra
tion of communism, the encroachment of 
government upon the principles of separa
tion of Church and State.

“Such collapse, and the collapse of any 
old order, is likely to create an ideological 
if not a spiritual vacuum. This could be 
the case with conditions cited herein, deal
ing in the main with the working stratum 
of society which has always been the bul
wark of Baptist strength and the grass roots 
of democracy.

“Baptists must always be alert to such 
fundamentals, and never let them slip. And, 
too, Baptists must not lose the South, which 

I believe is a bulwark of democracy, and 
will remain so in proportion to our watch
fulness and our efforts, coupled with the 
efforts of other evangelicals.

“If democracy is to survive, however, it 
cannot take the line of least resistance. The 
downhill pull is always in the direction of 
centralization and authoritarianism. The 
progress of the democratic revolution three 
centuries ago was slow and painful due 
largely to the fact that it was difficult for 
the people to grasp the idea that the ruled 
were to be their own rulers. The people 
wanted a state by the king who rules by 
divine right and they wanted a church with 
ecclesiastics who had the divine right to 
rule. Those who dared to teach contrary 
to these ideologies were looked upon as 
heretics and traitors, dangerous alike to 
Church and State. It took a hundred years 
of revolution at terrific cost to bring about 
the changes which resulted in the estab
lishment of the democracies which emerged 
in the 18th century.

“Democracy finds itself today opposed by 
age-old ideologies dressed in new clothes 
as well as new fashions of more recent de
sign. The ancient cry of Israel, “Give us 
a king” is the cry of the multitude today, 
except that dictator takes the place of the 
king. There is something deep-rooted in 
human nature that makes the vast majority 
of people in time of crisis want to turn for 
authoritative direction and to demand a 
superman or a central authority to direct 
them.

“How then shall these antagonistic 
thought patterns and social upheavals be 
dealt with by the present-day religious bod
ies like our own?

“Elementary though it may sound, is not 
the best strategy a movement for contin
uous adherence to the New Testament? Bap
tists must never lose their moorings in this 
particular. The New Testament concept 
is a religious ideal and the safety and prog
ress of true Christian democracy can best 
be assured by an intelligent loyalty to the 
New Testament pattern, and a revival of 
devotion to the spiritual values which are 
assumed when this ideal is worked out in 
practice.

“On this point Dr. B. H. Carroll was 
fond of saying, ‘The New Testament was 
the law of the Baptists; all of the New Testa
ment was the law of the Baptists. All the 
New Testament is the law of the Baptists.
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All the New Testament always will be all 
the law of the Baptists.’

“Concerning methodology and patterns, 
Baptists have acquired some reputation for 
vociferous “reasoning together,” but I fear 
no contradiction to the assertation that 
Southern Baptists are unified on such great 
principles as the competency of the in
dividual before God, the necessity of Spir
itual regeneration, the Lordship of Christ, 
and the authority and sufficiency of the 
Bible.

“But the implementation of such a uni
fied position is of prime importance, and 
in this implementation of prime importance 
is the proper understanding of, adherence 
to, and regard for the local church as to 
function, and polity. The doctrinal break 
with the Roman church, on the part of re
formers, was more complete than were some 
matters of organization and administration. 
The importance of a sound ecclesiology is 
seen in some of the compromises that ac
crued. To follow a successful New Testa
ment program demands that we as Bap
tists be watchful lest such compromises 
cause a deterioration for which we should 
find continuous explanation and apology 
necessary.

“Efforts to destroy basic principles are 
usually well concealed in such garb as to 
give the appearance of desirability and 
harmlessness, thus diverting attention from 
the basic issue. Such can be the case in 
the polity of the local church. Ecclesiastical 
domination in any form strikes at the tap
root of the autonomy and independence of 
the local church:—but as the individual 
stands as an entity before God, exercising 
a personal faith in a Divine Savior and 
coming into a vital, personal, individual re
lationship and fellowship with his God, and 
accountable to none other; so, the local 
church composed of such believers is subject 
to no headship other than Christ who made 
such an organism possible, and who of 
His own will and purpose established it. 
Incumbent upon us then rests the responsi
bility of maintaining its government by de
mocracy, its ordinances as symbolic of gos
pel truth, its fellowship by a common faith 
and voluntary covenant, its leadership as 
called of God and elected by its members, 
its support through voluntary stewardship, 
and its authority, the Bible.

“In our era when organic union and 
creedal standardization are made to appear 
so inviting it behooves us as Southern Bap
tists to re-study, re-think, and re-evaluate our 
New Testament position.

“In adjusting to changing times the local 
church must exercise a vital concern for 
evangelism and the missionary enterprise. 
This is essential if the message of the New 
Testament is to survive. The whole gospel 
must be given to the whole world. This is 
the genius of Christ’s commission to His 
followers. The promotion of the simple 
New Testament missionary enterprise with 
passionate devotion and zeal is the best 
possible antidote for materialism, mili
tarism, industrialism, or fascism in any of 
its forms. This spirit implemented in the 
resurgent South will press us into renewed 

endeavor in our established Sunday school 
work; it will demand enlarged plants; it 
will stimulate us to establish missions where 
the people are; it will force us into an en
larged program of in-service teaching and 
training of laymen; it will demand of us 
a renewed effort to lead people to respond 
to Divine call to missionary and other re
ligious work; it will force us to utilize more 
and more such legitimate media as the 
radio, television, and the press to dissem
inate the New Testament message.

“Again, an equally important essential 
alongside a vital evangelistic and missionary

Warren F. Jones

enterprise is an unbroken and vital fellow
ship. Mechanical and vital union are wholly 
different. Mechanical union may be ef
fected by the relating of inanimate parts, 
but not so with a New Testament Church. 
It is an organism. By its very nature it has 
life within. Upon the three-legged stool of 
a vital faith in Christ, invincible power 
through Christ, and the unconquerable sac
rifice of Christ, its members are living parts 
so related to one another and to the whole 
as to form one body functioning under uni
tary headship. The unity thus achieved is 
that of common experience, a common 
faith, common ideals, common convictions, 
a common source of authority, of love and 
of loyalty. Less than this only opens the 
way for a religious fanaticism and a hyper
emotionalism to capture the masses in their 
process of becoming orientated to the up
surge of industrial progress. We shall be 
as strong as our fellowship is vital, as weak 
as we become discordant and disunited.

“A third area of endeavor is a function
ing stewardship. This follows in natural 
sequence. The foregoing are prerequisites. 
The proper vision of “fields white unto the 
harvest” should stimulate our leadership to 
instill the conception that the whole of life 
is a trusteeship and that nothing possessed 
is to.be looked upon as owned. It should 
furnish a cause great enough to challenge 
the deepest devotion and lift life out of 
the commonplace to the sublime. Steward
ship is not only an enriching influence upon 
the individual, but the facility through

Summing Up
Dr. Jones Made These Points Concerning 

Baptists and the Resurgent South

1. The basic issues and foundation stones 
of our democracy are related to—even 
products of the Christian concept.

2. Baptists have played a significant role 
in these developments and I predict shall 
have a prominent part in “the shape of 
things to come.”

3. Recent and current industrial develop
ments in the South are spiralling into socio
economic upheavals that present new and 
challenging problems and opportunities to 
religious bodies that are evangelistic and 
missionary in spirit.

4. Baptists by virtue of their democratic 
polity are particularly suited to changing 
conditions industrially, economically and so
ciologically; and though we have lost many 
opportunities, I assert that we dare not lose 
the South, because of its peculiar function 
as a stabilizing bulwark for the perpetua
tion of democracy and Christian enterprise.

5. The centrifugal pull of technology 
versus the centripetal forces of home, 
church and such like, present a situation 
that demands a renewed effort on the part 
of the latter. This need can probably best be 
met by a movement of continuous ad
herence to the New Testament teachings in
volving a renewed emphasis on the func
tion of the local church, a revitalized pro
gram of missions and evangelism, a rededi
cation to the values of stewardship and fel
lowship, and a more realistic insight into, 
and emphasis upon, Christian education.

which the program of Christ can be imple
mented. Giving is vitally linked with liv
ing, therefore growth in Christ cannot ma
ture without the proper concept and ex
ercise of New Testament Stewardship.

“Finally, the pastor and the church should 
catch the long view of the perpetuation of 
Christianity through education;—not just in
service education, but provision for Chris
tian leadership through schools, colleges 
and seminaries. Much of our potential is 
lost at this point. A missionary made the 
statement from our Chapel platform re
cently that God is calling all of the workers 
He needs to carry out His program.—The 
trouble is that young men and young women 
are not responding to His call. I maintain 
that it is the essence of the illogical to ex
pect young people who are being educated 
at the college level in institutions that ignore 
God to respond to His call to become min
isters, missionaries, Christian teachers, 
Christian business men, Christian home 
makers, Christian doctors and participants 
in countless other occupations with Chris
tian motives and Christian purposes. The 
history of our Christian leadership in Amer
ica to this good hour proclaims the truth 
of this statement in terms that cannot be 
refuted. I believe it is the pastor’s duty and 
high privilege to so guide his young people 
as to form a continuous bulwark and a 
perpetual army of leadership through the 
preparation to be had in our Christian col
leges.”
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Commencement Exercise

On Sunday evening, May 17, 1953, the 
Valley Grove Baptist Church, Knox County 
Association, held their first annual com
mencement program. Eighty enthusiastic 
and ambitious Sunday school workers wore 
caps and gowns and received diplomas, red, 
blue, or goal seals. Five Advanced Diplo
mas were presented in addition to the eighty.

Dr. J. N. Barnette, Secretary, Sunday 
School Department, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Commencement speaker. Rev. Gay 
Harris is pastor and Mr. Warren Baker is 
Sunday school superintendent.

An Idea To Become an Ideal 
"A Million More in '54"

To add interest in this great objective 
and to lead your people forward read one or 
more of the following articles in the June 
1953 issue of the Sunday School Builder:

1. “Brookhaven Builds with Branches” by 
Brooks H. Wester, pages 2 and 3.

2. “From Six Classes to a Department 
School” by Joe Anglin, page 4.

3. “Observe Preparation Week” by Ralph 
E. Longshore, page 6.

4. “Make the Best Use of your Vacation 
Bible School”—“Hold Your Vacation 
Bible School Now” by Charles F. Tread
way; “Conduct One or More Mission 
Vacation Bible Schools” by Roy E. 
Boatwright; “Follow Your Mission 
Vacation Bible School with a Branch 
Sunday School” by Sibley C. Burnett, 
pages 8 and 9.

5. “Enlist Your Workers for Next Year 
—Now” by Ellis B. Evans, page 10.

6. “My Sunday School and My Young 
People” by Harold D. Tailant, page 17.

7. “Superintendent’s Workshop” by A. V. 
Washburn, page 21.

8. “A Million More in ’54” by Mack Doug
las, page 44.

9. “90,000 More Young People in ’54” by 
Gainer E. Bryan, Jr., page 46.

10. “We Can Enlist 300,000 More Adults in 
’54,” by Herman L. King, page 52.

11. “Are You Ready NOW for your Part 
in—‘A Million More in ’54?’ ” by W. 
A. Anderson, page 10.

12. “Making Your Sunday School Justify 
Its Soul-Winning Mission” by Charles 
L. McKay, page 7.
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JESSE DANIEL, Secretary

In a recent issue of THE INTERMEDI
ATE TEACHER a recommendation was 
carried that the class organization for In
termediate classes be changed as of October 
1, 1953. It was also stated that a leaflet,

draining Union

Regional Conventions
The first week of Regional Conventions 

is past. The four Conventions have been 
well attended and a fine spirit has prevailed. 
We are happy to submit the following re
port of the registration by regions and by 
associations together with the newly elected 
officers.

Southwestern Region

Beech River __________________  0
Big Hatchie ______________________  26
Fayette  26
Hardeman 58
McNairy _________________________  18
Madison  84
Shelby 21
Visitors  6

Total ______________ ____________ 239
Officers Elected 

Pastor-Adviser: Rev. Floyd Cates 
President: Rev. Dan Bates 

Speakers’ Tournament Winner 
Annie Sup Clift 

First Church, 'Memphis 
Sword Drill Winner

Nellie Nuckols 
Union City, Memphis

Northwestern Region

Beulah __________________________  43
Carroll-Benton ____________________  31
Crockett _________________________  26
Dyer ____________________________  24
Gibson __________________________  24
Weakley _________________________  46
Western District___________________  44
Visitors __________________________ 3

Total __________________________ 235
Officers Elected

Pastor-Adviser: Rev. George Archer 
President: Mr. Richard Amms 
Speakers’ Tournament Winner 

Janice Dotson 
First Church, Dyersburg

Sword Drill Winner 
Janice Simpson 

Medina Baptist Church

“The Simplified Class Organization,” would 
be available.

Since this information was released, con
ditions have arisen which makes such a 
suggested change impracticable at the pres
ent time.

The regular leaflets on the present Inter
mediate class organization are available 
from your state Sunday school department.

J. N. Barnette

CHARLES L. NORTON, Secretary

South Central Region

Duck River_______________________  10
Giles  14
Indian Creek _____________________ . 20
Lawrence ________________________  16
Maury 42
New Duck River__________________  27
William Carey ____________________  12
Visitors i__________ 1_______________ 0

Total 141

Officers Elected

Pastor-Adviser: Rev. B. B. Powers 
President: Rev. Otis Farrington 

Speakers’ Tournament Winner 
Lynn Boles

First Church, Fayetteville 
Sword Drill Winner 

Barbara Hardy 
First Church, Pulaski

Central Region

Bledsoe __________________________  22
Cumberland ______________________ 9
Judson___________________________  0
Nashville ________________________  95
Robertson ________________________  42
Stewart __________________________  6
Visitors _________—_________________ 0

Total __________________________ 174

Officers Elected
Pastor-Adviser: Rev. Henry Stokes 

President: Mr. Sam Young 
Speakers’ Tournament Winner 

Helen Vaughn 
Nashville, Belmont Heights

Sword Drill Winner 
t 

Barbara Davis
Lockeland Baptist Church, Nashville
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Woman^ Jlbiionar^ Union
MISS MARY MILLS, Executive Scc’y-Treas.

Miss Floryne Miller 
Missionary to Japan, 

speaker for B.W.Cers!

Attention all members of Woman’s Mis
sionary Societies and B.W.Cers! Are you 
planning a vacation? Here’s how to have 
a profitable one. Come to Camp Carson in 
July!

July 15 is the time for W.M.U. Efficiency 
School; July 17-19 B.W.C. Camp.

Registration begins in late afternoon July 
15 for Efficiency School and July 17 for 
B.W.Cers. Camp opens with evening meal 
at six-thirty o’clock for those attending full 
time.

Reservations should be made NOW by 
sending the registration blank your president 
has with $6.00 for each person who plans 
to attend. Send this to Miss Mary Mills, 
Belcourt at 16th Ave., South, Nashville. If 
you wish to be met at Newport, please in
dicate this on blank.

If you plan to attend for only the second 
day of the conference you may register early 
in the morning. Please plan to be there 
before 9:00 o’clock! This is important so 
you can get registered and ready to go into 
the conferences and get the full benefit of 
the discussions.

One day registration fee is fifty cents per 
person upon arrival. Dinner and supper are 
seventy-five cents each, one night’s lodging 
is fifty cents. Reservations for meals for one 
day delegates should be made ahead of 
time with the Resident Manager, Camp 
Carson.

The fifty cent registration fee is used to

EAST TEXAS BAPTIST COLLEGE 
MARSHALL, TEXAS

Christian—Orthodox—Reasonable Rates 
Business—Pedogogy—Pre-Professional
September 13, 1953—February 3, 1954

Contact H. D. BRUCE, President 

defray the expenses of our visiting speakers, 
the faculty, the rental on films and other 
important items on our camp program.

Bring your Bible, Tennessee W.M.U. 
Guide Book, Southwide Year Book, Royal 
Service for July, Sunday School Quarterly, 
note book, pencil, sheets for single bed, 
blanket, pillow case, a flash light and rain
coat will come in handy.

Nursery? Sorry, there are no nursery 
facilities.

Program. Splendid conferences with in
formation for all officers, inspiring devo- 
tionals, missionary speakers, wholesome 
recreation, Christian fellowship.
COME, PLAN TO STAY THE FULL 

TWO DAYS, YOU WILL
ENJOY IT!

Report East German 
Churches Jammed

BERLIN—(RNS)—East German churches 
have been jammed to overflowing since the 
lifting of the Communists’ siege of religious 
life.

In many cases, it is reported here, hun
dreds of believers have gathered outside the 
crowded churches during services.

Communist authorities permitted the 
holding of services even in those districts 
where martial law had been imposed, ban
ning gatherings of more than three persons.

At Reuttlingen in West Germany, Bishop 
Otto Dibelius of Berlin, head of the Evan
gelical Church in Germany, said the Church 
in the Soviet Zone had come through the 
anti-Church campaign “stronger than ever 
before.”

“Despite the great distress and afflictions,” 
he said “the loyalty and faith of the believers 
and the Church proved unshakeable.”

Bishop Dibelius praised especially the 
firmness of Evangelical youth, who, he said, 
had frustrated all attempts to destroy the
Church.

Coming from press soon . . .

A FUNCTIONING DEACON IN A NEW 
TESTAMENT CHURCH 

by M. W. Egerton
A forceful thesis from the pen of a consecrated layman. Order a 
copy for every Deacon in the Church.
Cloth Bound $1.00 Paper Bound 50c

Order from: Executive Board, Tennessee Baptist Convention
Belcourt at Sixteenth Avenue, South Nashville, Tennessee

Sen. Carlson To Head 
Bmlding Fund Drive

NEW YORK—(RNS)—Senator Frank 
Carlson of Kansas will be general chairman 
of a national campaign to raise $8,350,000 
for the building of 300 new American Bap
tist churches.

The fund drive, sponsored by the Amer
ican Baptist Convention, will be known as 
the Churches for New Frontiers Campaign. 
It will open in November.

Dr. Theron M. Chastain, executive secre
tary of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society, said Sen. Carlson will head a lay
men’s campaign organization of about 7,500 
persons. Dr. Chastain is administrative com
mittee chairman for the drive.

He said surveys indicate a pressing need 
for new churches in the 34 states where 
the denomination has its constituency.

“More than half the population of the 
United States is not affiliated with any 
church, millions simply because there is no 
church in their immediate community,” he 
said.

“The rapid growth and shift in popula
tion from the cities to the suburbs, from 
rural areas to the cities and to industrial 
communities, to follow new job opportuni
ties, has created a vast unchurched segment 
of the population.

“In addition, the mushrooming of new 
towns and cities around atomic plants and 
in areas where new oil fields and similar 
projects connected with defense produc
tion have been established, has added to the 
need.”

Senator Carlson is a leading Baptist lay
man. He will be assisted in directing the 
campaign by five Baptist laymen who will 
serve as area chairmen.

Clnirrh furniture.
SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY 

Y ■ < s- - •- ■ - ••

Selected hardwood pews in 
classical designs. Painstaking 
workmanship and sound con
struction identify pieces made 
by Southern Desk Company. 
Write for free illustrated lit
erature.
SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY 
HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA
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By W. Alvis Strickland, 2635 Nolensville Road, Nashville

The Orville Reids, Southern Baptist mis
sionaries to Mexico, were visiting relatives 
in Nashville recently on their return trip 
to Mexico. Brother and Mrs. Reid spoke 
at First, Belmont Heights and Grandview 
churches while in Nashville.

Since May 1 George Hyler has been 
pastor of Kirkwood Church in Cumberland 
Association. He was formerly pastor at 
Gracey Avenue in Clarksville.

Moving on the field to Gracey Avenue 
Church in Clarksville on May 1, Gardner 
W. Burden came from Clinton, Kentucky, 
where he served as associational missionary.

Fifty-two Nashville boys spent five won
derful days at Camp Linden June 10-15. 
The five-day outing was sponsored and 
financed by Baptist Brotherhoods of Nash
ville Association. The theme of the camp 
program was “I Dare You To Be a Man,” 
developing such daily themes as: “I Dare 
You To Be Trustworthy.” Twenty-five made 
professions of faith while nine other boys 
rededicated their lives to Christ.

A new church was organized in William 
Carey Association recently with 23 charter 
members. Prospect Church gave up 21 
members to the new church which will be 
called Park City Baptist Church. Field 
Worker Edwin R. Alexander will serve as 
interim pastor.

The pastors and their families in Bledsoe 
Association joined together in a picnic 
fellowship at a private camp near Gallatin. 
Arrangement committee was John Huffman, 
Carl Martin, H. G. King.

Two Robertson Association boys will at
tend Royal Ambassador Congress, Atlanta, 
Georgia, as guests of W. M. U. and Brother
hood organizations of the Association. The 
boys, Karl Brown, North Springfield 
Church, and Jerry Poole, Oakland Church, 
have both passed the rank of Squire.

Congratulations are in order on the safe 
arrival of “bundles from heaven” for the 
Richard Sims, First Church, Joelton; the 
Eugene Roberts, Una Church, Nashville; 
the J. Harold Stephens, Inglewood Church, 
Nashville; the Oscar Lumpkins, North 
Edgefield Church, Nashville; and the Ray
mond Coppengers, Belmont College. The 
Harold Stephens were the only one to check 
out of the hospital with a boy. City Mis
sionary Harold Gregory—who by the way 
doesn’t rate congratulations—is perplexed 
by the fact that the Gregorys recently re
ceived a deluge of baby gifts, diaper serv
ice advertisements, baby food samples, and 
even a doctor’s statement, but no baby. It 
all was scheduled for some one else.

The men and boys of Woodmont Church, 
Nashville, recently enjoyed a hay ride pic
nic at Percy Warner Park.

A former mid-stater, Chaplain Ralph Be
low, U. S. Navy, has been visiting in Ten
nessee recently. He supplied the pulpit at 
Hartsville where he had formerly been pas
tor.

First Church, Pulaski, has authorized the 
setting up of a student loan fund. This 
fund will be used to help worthy college 
students complete their education.

In a report, prepared by Dr. Norris 
Gilliam, of the last twenty years work at 
Goodlettsville Church the following gains 
were tabulated: membership increased by 8 
times, Sunday school increased by 5.4 times, 
Sunday school awards increased by 99 
times, church building increased by 38 
rooms, church building value increased by 
35 times, pastor’s salary increased by 10 
times, gifts to local expense increased by 
28 times, gifts to Cooperative Program in
creased by 262 times, all mission gifts in
creased by 139 times. B. Frank Collins is 
the Goodlettsville pastor.

Thousands of people gathered at Dudley 
Stadium in Nashville on June 22 and 23 
for the showing of the Billy Graham mo
tion picture “Oil Town U. S. A.” The pic
ture is the story of part of the result of the 
Billy Graham revival in Houston, Texas. 
Invitation services at conclusion of the 
showings resulted in 32 conversions-

It has been announced that Harold Kil
patrick, Shelbyville Mills Church, will lead 
August 3-12 revival at Una Church, Nash
ville.

D. D. Smothers is scheduled to help J. 
Lowell Knupp in an August revival at Mt. 
Pleasant, First Church. Brother Smothers 
ought to have some new stories about the 
West having just returned recently from 
Glorieta Assembly in New Mexico.

Rosedale Church, Nashville, observed its 
twelfth anniversary June 28. Rosedale, be
ginning as a mission of Radnor and Wood
bine Churches, has grown to have a Sunday 
school enrolment of about 250. Guest 
speakers for the anniversary service were 
P. F. Langston, L. G. Frey, Harold Greg
ory. The pastor is Zeb Walker.

Belmont Student Jimmy Redding has be
come associate pastor and mission director 
at First Church, Columbia.

Ivy Chapel, Nashville, conducted an all- 
night prayer meeting recently for the pur
pose of asking the Lord’s help in securing 
a badly needed auditorium. Leaders of the 
periods of prayer were Walter Startup, R. 
A. Barker, John Hagood, James Savely, 
Allen Douglas, Al Shumate, Mrs. Scott, 
Mrs. J. C. Douglas, Phil Shelton, Ernest 
Strange, Walter Larson, and H. L. Douglas.

Thomas E. Bryant, Jr., has accepted the 
call of Seventh Church, Nashville, to serve 
as education director. Carmack Penuel is 
pastor.

The Youth Revival team at Greenbrier 
Church is composed of Terry Davis, South
ern Seminary, and John Preston, Nashville. 
Brother Davis was winner of South wide 
Speaker’s Tournament at Ridgecrest in 
1950. Tom Madden is pastor.

Judge Blackman of Nashville’s Juvenile 
Court was. Baptist Brotherhood speaker at 
Goodlettsville in June.

Several mid-state churches are taking ad
vantage of summer days for all-church pic
nics. First Church, Franklin, spent a day 
at Willow Plunge. Lockeland Church, 1 
Nashville, had a picnic and prayer meet
ing at Shelby Park. Immanuel Church, 
Nashville, had an outing at a private camp 
on the Harpeth River.

Many revivals will be conducted during 
the Summer but none will be of more in
terest than a revival for the deaf led by 
Carter Bearden at First Church, Nashville.

First Church, Shelbyville, has joined the 
ever growing list of churches that have 
the church bulletin mailed directly to each 
member of the church. Bulletins can be 
mailed for one cent per copy by obtaining a 
permit from your local postmaster.

Glenwood Church, Nashville, observed 
its first anniversary in June. Records show 
132 members, 238 enrolled in Sunday 
school and a strong Training Union. Church 
meeting in home of P. B. Tichenor but 
plans are under way for a new building on 
Thompson Lane. Grady Randolph is pas
tor.

The Reverend William T. Cowlan, Lon
don, England, Director of the Young Peo
ple’s Department of the Baptist Union in 
Great Britian and Ireland, was a guest 
speaker at the Nashville Pastor’s Conference 
recently. Brother Cowlan was enroute to 
the Baptist Youth Congress in Rio.
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ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCHES 
SUNDAY, JUNE 28, 1953

Church
Sunday Training Addi- 
School Union tions Church

Sunday Training Addi- 
School Union tions

Alamo 220 77 Immanuel ...... —.................................... 193 98
Cairo ......- - __________ ____ 104 38 Rocky Valley ................................ — 51 61 —

Alcoa, First ___________ ___ — 316 105 Lenoir City, First .................-............. 449 137 3
Athens, Antioch _______ _____ 78 16 First Avenue ............... .............. ......... 185 60 ——

East ___ - ........ -____ _____ 428 121 Kingston Pike -................................ 35 23 ——
Calhoun ____ „ ______  ........ 109 37 i Nelson Street Mission ---------------- 48 - —— —
Calvary ___________________
Cambria _____________ ___

— 58
24

14
14

Second --------------------------------------
Lewisburg, First --------------------------

104
547

37
149 2

Clearwater -.............................. 104 35 —— Loudon, Blairland ____ ___ -............. 153 84
Coghill 77 55 First _______________ ____ ________ 272 73 2
Conasauga ____________ ___ 29 22 Mission ----------- -------------------------- 73 -- • ——
Cotton Port ____ ____ 54 48 Martin, Central ............................. ....... 249 74 ——

Double Springs ---------- ------- 54 48 First .......... —___ ____ ______ ______ 364 86 5
McKenzie, First ---------- -----------------Eastanalle .................. 58 239 63 1

Fn p! pwo nd 115 63 Mt. Juliet ............... ................................. 113 70 1
Silver Springs __________________Pf/Miro h Fact 58 62 — - - - -

JL-/LU W cXJLl > Judol ————

Etowah. First
— — — — — —— — — —

326 in Maryville, Broadway ........ —............. 516 155 —

Etowah, North — ________ 374 135 Everett Hills ....................................... 313 155 ——
Etowah. West 71 First ................... ................. ................. 904 286 1
Grind fiaih 98 39 Maynardville .... ..._______________ 104kJUUU L1C1U -------------------------------------------

Good Springs ------------------- 113 55 Medina .....................   ... ...... ........ ........... 134 61
Memphis, Ardmore .............................. 328Idlewild 80 60 3 76 3JlKAJLXzVV A AKA

T ake View 125 78 6 Barton Heights _________________ 194 75 6▼ «LV" ———————————

Liberty South ___ 51 Bellevue ............... -........... 2695 1036 24JL/AWA VJ a———————————————
Berclair .   - —. 188McMahan Calvary ------------- 64 33 575 4
Boulevard ............... ............... ............... 760 231Mt. Harmony No. 1 ----------- 86 64 — 2

Mt. Verd....... .......... 41 33 - Brunswick .................................. ........ 124 42 —
New Zion 64 31 Brooks Road ___________________ 36
Niota. East 131 66 Calvary ________________________ 300 98 1AJUvb —————— — ——• —

291Niota, First ---------------------- 119 41 Central Avenue ................................. 859 3
Charjean Mission _______________ 222 118Oak Grnvp 68

Old Salem 39 Cordova ___ ____ ____________ ___ 97VzlVl OCllVllt —————————-

106 Colonial Mission —...........................Pond Hill ____________ 61 - - - - 62 21 __
Riceville---------------------------- 97 44 De Sota Heights _______________ 147 83

Elliston Avenue ____ ____________Rocky Mount ____________ — 39 23 230 65 ——
Rodgers Creek ------------------- 65 Eudora ........................ ..._________ 229 74

80 Eastland______________ ___________Shiloh 40 92 55 1
Egypt_____________ ______________ 139Short Creek 98 77 1QUUll X>lVVJv ————-— ——— 

First ........ .......................... 1062 206Union Grove McMinn------- 77 12
Forest Hill __________________ __ _ 90Union McMinn ------------------ 101 32

474 140\X7e«t View 48 28 Frayser .. .......... ........ 1VY vol ▼ lv W — --------------—„——

Wild Wood _ ____________ 80 50 Glenview ___ ____ _______________ 80 30
7inn Hill 40 Grace ................. .... ............ 76 30Zjiuii jn in-------- -------------------------------

Graham Heights _______________ 106Auburntown, Auburn----------- 143 73 — 55
Bolivar. First -__ - ___ 387 136 8 Highland Heights _______________ 1131 487

280 117Bristol, Tennessee Avenue - 557 104 1 Kennedy ________________________ 1— — — — — ———

LaBelle _________________________Carthao’P First 217 115 757 262L/Ol A llol — ■ ■■■■• ■ —

Chattanooga, Avondale-------- 651 189 1 Mission ............... ............... ............. ..... 40 28
Lamar Heights _________________Calvarv 312 96 3 757 230 4v di y — -———————•

Cnnrord 217 79 Leawood________________________ 383 107 1VUHVvlU
East ----------------------------------
First

288
942

60 Linden Avenue _________________ 34
248 2 Longcrest _______________________ 79 45 3jriioL ------------------------------------------- -------------------

TTi ah 1 o ti H Pork 3684 978 60 Longview Heights _____________ 277 2JLllgUldLlU 1 CL1 XV ---------------------------------------

Red Bank 783 221 4 Malcomb Avenue ____ __________ 218 62 4AW/Vl A/Ulllx ■■■■■■■■■■■■. ■■■!■■■ ■ ------- —. 

R id oedale 569 171 1 McLean ________________________ 510 202 4XXJLVl g V IX cU V  -------------- --------------———

White Oak 380 54 1 Chapel _________________________ 63 31
Clarksville First 498 124 4 Merton Avenue________________ 395 107 1
Cleveland, Waterville----------- 164 111 Millington .. . 357 157 5

Mt. Pisgah ____________________First 533 165 1 145 85ruoL --------- ---------------------------------
North 163 68 National Avenue _______________ 340 101

dinton First 458 100 Park Avenue __________________ 487 144 1VzlxlxLUxl> A Hol -------------------- ----------------———

Second __ __ _____ 400 127 5 Poplar Avenue _________________ 368 148 3
Columbia. First 450 135 3 Prescott Memorial ______________ 643 129 1VUlUUJUla, A iioi ——----------------- ----------

C-odwin Chanel 39 Raleigh ______________ ______ ___ 465 269 4VjrCJvlWXLl —----- ——————

Highland Park ----------------- 181 119 Riverside ________ __ ___ ________ 107 45
Rugby Hills ....... ..... ... .......... ............Cookeville. First 387 107 135 53 10

Crossville, First ------------------- ______ ----- 202 99 — New Seventh Street ............... ........ 388 149 2
Antioch----------------------------- 27 Old Seventh Street ______  _____ 135 72 4

Southland ________ _____ _________ 169Emmanuel 63 76 1Aviniuciii uux ——-—
T aural Grovp 6 Southmoor ______________________ 130 76 3X^cl UI cU VJXVJVv* - ------------ ---------------------------

Dyersburg, First----------------- 570 180 Sylvan Heights _________________ 541 197—
Temple ... ....................... - 367Elizabethton, First -------------- 592 137 1295 4
Trinity ........ .......................................... 285Immanuel -------------------------- 180 86 — 483 1

Siam ------------------------- ------ 232 117 Union Avenue _________________ 1174 288 1— ———— — — — — — —

230
—

Wells Station ..............  -.......... 164Fountain Citv. Centra] 967 49 1
Winchester __________ _____ ____ 302Hines Valley Mission ------- 46 156 5— ————— — — —

Milan, First ...... ..... ....... ........ ... ......... . 401 81Smith wood 659 253 4 1□UHLllYYvvU • -----

Friendshio - ___ 203 54 2 Morrison, First __________________ 106 74 1
Oallatin First 550 113 7 Morristown, First ____ ________ ___ 688 117KJ dXX£vvXXXy A 1XOV ■ ■ -----

Gleason, First -------------------- ________ 122 18 Buffalo Trail ___________________ 95 44 —
Goodiettsville, First ------------ — —— —— 267 77 —- Murfreesboro, First ................ ............ 506 125 ....
Orand Junction. First 82 48 Calvary _______________ ____ ____ 57 __ — — —
Greenbrier --------------------------- 253 71 4 Mt. Herman .......................................A < a Y T •

125 100 —-
Harriman, South ----------------- 374 206 3 Mt. View _____ ___ __ __________ 135 72 ....

Trenton Street__ ____ __ 405 142 2 Powell’s Chapel -.................... -....... 96 69
Humboldt, First ------------------- 449 156 —— Third ___________________________ 192 87 -

506 164 Woodbury Road _______________ 164 72 2jacKSon, i^/divdiy ——- ——————

First __________ 840 143 Nashville, Antioch .................... .......... 98 36
North ______________ 267 158 Belmont Heights _______________ 946 257 13
A ” UI A --------- ------------ ---------

T^11ir»o First 197 44 Jord onia ......... .................. .................... 40
Jullll/Vj A Hol - ----- - — ------------------------------

Johnson City, Unaka Avenue — —————— — 270 112 2 Madison Street Mission ________ 124 53 ■
Lf'ntrtn Macedonia 85 65 Dickson .................................... ............ 164 63 —_ _
XVCJllUU? XVACAWViV^XXXC* ------ -------------- --

Kingsport, Cedar Grove — 162 65 Eastland ____________ __ ________ 806 195 2a — — —— — — — — — — — - ■ ■
Dalewood _______________________First ________ __ 636 131 1 158 59 — — — —

1 o ri t xro O ri 320 84 Eastwood _____________ __ ___ ___ 100vJUCll wuuu -------------------------------
Lynn Garden ------------- ------- 397 109 1 First ____ .. ........ ....... ...... .............. 1251 402 i

. — — — — — — — — — — —

Cora Tibbs ...... .....................................Knoxville. Arlington ________ 545 122 45 22AYHUAVIAIV^ AAA vvza* ---- ------
R r*o o ri ixr a v 1161 352 5 T. I. S. ........ ......... ............................... 173 — — — —DLUdUWdy -----------------------------------------
Fifth Avenue -------------------- . —— — — — — —— — — 826 193 1 Neighborhood....... .............................. 41 18
First ____________________ ____________ — 906 95 — — — Freeland ________ ______ ________ 111 71 7
Tnskin ___ 516 167 — — — — Friendly Chapel ...... .............. ............ 86 48 1
IHoAip   —— ——1 ' j  —
Lincoln Park ------------------ 840 176 Gallatin Road .................... ................ 205 72

88
208

Glendale ____  _________________New Hopewell ----------------- 259 149 34——— - ——— —

Gldnwood ______________________ 170Cauior T-Tciahtc 542 4 71 2DCVICL XXUlgHLO -----------------------------------

Snuth ____  ___  ---■ 652 218 1 Grandview ---------------- ---------------- 303 92 4
OUULU —--------------------- ------------ —------------ 820102 23 Grace —__ ________ ______________ 266 2Garoiieiie, ------------------
First -------------------------------- 318 23 Harpeth Heights __ _______ ___ — 114 46 2

Harsh Chapel .......... .............. ............T cchi it'c. First 261 88 143 63 1
LdWl CUvCUUXg’ a -
Lebanon, Fairview ------------- 243 87 1 Immanuel ___  ___  . . _____ 283 60—— — — — —

140 Inglewood................... .......................... 936446 213 5Jr ix sr ------------------------—
Southside------------------------- 88 36 — State School------------------------------- 50 —

Covenant Church Asks
Reading of All Bible Versions

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — (RNS) — The 
68th annual conference of the Evangelical 
Mission Covenant Church of America 
called upon the Church’s 53,000 members 
to read the Bible “in all of its translations 
and versions.”

It thus avoided making a decision on the 
new Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
subject of some controversy in conservative 
Protestant circles.

The denomination, a resolution passed 
by the Conference pointed out, “has never 
officially approved or adopted any one ver
sion to be read in preference to any other 
version.”

As to the right use of the various ver
sions, delegates said it should be left “to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.”

The resolution noted that part of the 
heritage of the denomination “comes from 
the fact that we have been called Bible 
readers” and that “one of the principles of 
our faith is that every man has the privilege 
of reading the Scriptures and interpreting 
the word as the Spirit of God directs.”

Joel ton ____________ ____________ 119 57
Judson ___ ____ ___ ____ ________ _ 641 162 1
Lockeland .................  _ __  . 544 107
Neelys Bend ______ _____ ____ ___ 76 43
Park Avenue.................... 579 195
Radnor _________________________ 455 154 1
Rosedale _____________________ __ 156 40
Seventh _________________________ 159 65 3
Westwood ____ „ ”. 204 101 1
Woodmont 441 128

New Market, Pleasant Grove____ 128 79
Newport, English Creek .... _____ 88 55
Oak Ridge, Robertsville ______ __ 545 159
Old Hickory, First _______________ 499 175

Rayon City __________________  .. 57 29
Paris, West . __________________ 217 66
Philadelphia ____ ___ ____ _________ 172 40
Rockwood, First ____ _________ 396 137

Whites Creek ____________ ... 79 52
Rutledge, Oakland _____ _____ _____ 108 70
Somerville, First _____  _____  __ 241 178
Sweetwater, First __________  _____ 413 96
Watertown, Round Lick _____ _____ 193 98 6
Winchester, First ________________ 308 141 1

...................6,000

A rich, useful collection of 
classic sermon illustrations, for 
pastors, teachers, workers, etc. $5.95

AT YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
Published by Baker Book House

SAVE $1.00!
Order Before August 15 I

Special Pre-publication Price $4.95
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(Begins with Supper at 6:00 Wednesday)

"Ye Ole Swimming Hole"

Program Personnel

Rev. Raymond Coppenger 
Rev. Tom Hall 
Rev. Jim Yates
Dr. Douglas C. Johnston 
Miss Kathleen Manley 
Mr. Harold Lee 
Student Secretaries

COST

Registration Fee ___________ $ 1.00
Room and Board____ _______ $11.00

Send Reservations to
Rogers M. Smith

Belcourt at 16th Ave., S. 
Nashville, Tennessee

What to Bring

Bible 
Notebook 

Linens
Swimming Suit

Play Clothes 
Raincoat

An Open Mind
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TheMeaning fo the Word "Image"in 
Genesis 1:27

by W. R. Cullom, Woke Forest, N. C.

The longer I live and the more I think of 
the Hebrew description of how this universe 
got started on its way, the more I am made 
to wonder at its accuracy and its workable
ness. I shall not go into this question in 
general in this connection, but shall con
sider only one word—the word “image” in 
Genesis 1:27: “God created man in his own 
image.” When most of us think of this 
remarkable statement, we do so with a sort 
of vague notion about it and never stop 
to observe the marvelous implications and 
the gracious challenges that the Good Father 
has placed in us and before us in this 
richly significant word. What does it mean? 
what is its significance?

little child’s prattle repeating as best it can 
its mother’s words, “I love you,” and going 
on to the great Apostle’s matchless state
ment of that “most excellent way” in 1 Cor
inthians 13, or even to that of Him who 
“loved them to the end.” What wonders are 
locked up in this aspect of our word 
image!

And finally, we have the “will”—the 
power to choose, the capacity to purpose, 
the ability to execute. A father had an im
becile child. She saw the other children 
helping their father, and picked up a little 
stick, bringing it to him, with a smile that 
touched the deepest depths of that father’s 

soul. The father declared that this act 
meant more to him than all the rest. None 
of us can do much; but what we do in the 
spirit of love and loyalty means everything 
to the heart of Him who said “Inasmuch as 
ye did it to the least of these, ye have done 
it unto me.”

Think carefully of these things: (1) This 
image places in each of us a capacity that is 
of infinite value; (2) in trying to help people 
to see the awfulness of sin’s ravages we are 
too often disposed to emphasize its sordid 
effects in destroying homes, destroying busi
ness, devastating civilizations, and what not. 
All of this is awful to the Nth degree, but 
the most awful thing that sin does is that 
of blurring, perverting and even destroying 
this marvelous image of God that has been 
placed within; (3) when the risen Christ says 
“Behold I stand at the door and knock” 
(Rev. 3:20), he is saying that He is seeking 
to enter our minds that we may come to 
think as he thinks, that we may come to 
love as He loves, and that we may come to 
act as He acts.

To begin with, surely, it has no reference 
to physical form. In that great document 
that we call the Decalogue right beside the 
command that we shall let God stand alone 
in our thought of the Deity, stands the com
mand that we shall not make a material 
image of him (Ex. 20:4). Away back in 
this early day God is trying to educate his 
people toward the fact that is set forth by 
Jesus, our Lord, when he said, “God is 
Spirit” (John 4:24). For many years I have 
wondered whether we are not doing our 
children an injustice when we place before 
them the face of a benevolent old man to 
represent the Heavenly Father. Certainly, 
God has been trying for a long time to bring 
us to understand that He is Spirit. I am 
fully persuaded that this is the significance 
of the word “image” in the verse in ques
tion.

But what is Spirit? Without trying to be 
dogmatic at this point, I should say that 
Spirit has three elements in it, viz intellect, 
feeling and will: The power to think, the 
power to feci (emotionally), and the power 
to choose. The first of these includes every 
outreach of inquiry from that of the little 
child’s question to the exclamation of Kepler 
when he looked through his telescope and 
exclaimed, “O God, I am thinking thy 
thoughts after Thee.” One of the most 
pathetic incidents that I have ever read is 
that recorded of Galileo whose story is 
told in that charming book, The Star Gazer. 
A priest sat in the room with the great dis
coverer. With his soul all aglow with joy 
and wonder, he turned to the priest and ex
claimed, “Come Father, look and see the 
glory of God.” But the priest was afraid to 
look into the telescope.

But intellect is only one part of the 
“image,” and should be used to its utmost 
and fullest capacity. Jesus said that man 
should love God with the mind.

And then there is the feeling—the power 
to love. Once more we can begin with the

How many times hove you said 
that?

If you have ever been in such 
a predicament, then here's a book 
that should prove both helpful and 
interesting to you. Dr. Jerome 0. 
Williams has selected and re
counted 96 experiences in which 
he discovered spiritual truth.

They are simple contacts with 
people in their everyday living, but 
in them he has found real meaning 
for all. At every turn he finds 
promises, warnings, and instruc
tions of the Bible alive in human 
experience.

Here are illustrations pastors 
will find interesting and helpful; 
laymen and women will find them 
helpful in preparing devotional 
talks or programs for Sunday 
school, Training Union, and other 
meetings.

Order your copy of Let Me 
Illustrate today.

By Jerome O. Williams
Other books by Jerome 0. Williams:

EVANGELISTIC SERMONS IN 
OUTLINE, $2.00

THE GOSPEL PREACHER AND 
HIS PREACHING, $1.00

$1.75
HEART SERMONS IN OUT

LINE, $1.75
SEED FOR SERMONS, $1.25
SERMONS IN OUTLINE, $1.25

Order from your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
103 E. SIXTH STREET CHATTANOOGA

SERVES BRADLEY AND HAMILTON ASSOCIATIONS
24 N. SECOND ST. MEMPHIS, SHELBY COUNTY
308 CHURCH AVE. KNOXVILLE

EASTERN & NORTHEASTERN DISTRICTS
127 NINTH AVE., N. NASHVILLE, REST OF STATE
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Youthful Businessman
Scatters "God's Half-Dollars"

DALLAS, Tex.—(RNS)—A young Texas 
businessman is scattering “God’s half-dol
lars” around the country with much greater 
abandon than John D. Rockefeller ever 
passed out his famous dimes.

Ben Jack Cage, 35-year-old Air Force 
veteran and head of a $7,000,000 group 
of insurance and other businesses, had half 
a million of the “coins” minted recently. 
The aluminum discs, resembling a half dol
lar, bear the Lord’s Prayer on one side. On 
the other side is Mr. Cage’s own philosophy: 
“Let us have faith in our brother that we 
may find peace in the world and ... in 
harmony . . . work together to build a better 
America.”

The youthful executive says he is con
vinced that the enterprises he heads will 
flourish “only so long as we keep the Lord 
in our corner.” The “coins” are designed to 
constantly remind himself, his employees, 
associates and those with whom he comes 
in contact of this belief.

Every person employed by the various 
companies under Mr. Cage’s direction has 
received a “God’s half-dollar” along with 
a personal note from him. During the cele
bration of Brotherhood Week this year, he 
sent one to every person listed in the tele
phone directories of the Texas towns and 
Tyler and Freeport.

And everywhere he goes, Mr. Cage hands 
them out—to bus boys and tycoons, labor 
leaders and publishers, movie stars and gas 
station attendants.

Mr.’ Cage tells other businessmen that 
“business needs a revival of practical Chris
tianity.”

“And the same goes for working people,” 
he says. “There isn’t a labor-management 
problem under the sun that cannot be solved 
by a conscientious effort to bring God into 
our day-to-day operations.”

His own enterprises are two-thirds owned 
by union members, the other third by busi
ness and professional leaders. By-laws in
corporated in the charters of the companies 
provide for an official chaplain.
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FOUND at the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in Houston, Texas, May 1953, a 
WATCH. If the owner can identify it, write 
to: Rev. E. D. Estes, P. O. Box 211, Biloxi, 
Mississippi.
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American Seating Company
Church Furniture for every need

Pulpit and communion sets and lecterns 
available for early delivery. Also chancel 
furniture, carvings, Bodiform Pews and 
auditorium chairs, folding chairs, tables 
and Sunday-school furniture.

Write Department 123

AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY
354 Nelson Street, S. W., Atlanta 3, Ga.

It's Divine Arithmetic
In a recent release to our denominational 

papers, Louie D. Newton, Chairman of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Committee on 
Baptist Circulation Campaign, called our 
attention to the fact that circulation of our 
state papers , has passed 1,000,000 copies 
per issue. Newton also acquainted us with 
a new circulation goal which had been 
adopted by our state editors which calls for 
a total circulation of 1,200,000 by the time 
the Southern Baptist Convention meets in 
St. Louis next June.

We Southern Baptists should be extremely 
proud of our state papers and their fine 
circulation. They are a medium through 
which a regular denominational message is 
flowing into the hands of millions of our 
people. Only eternity will reveal the enor
mous contributions they have made to the 
over-all program of Southern Baptist en
deavor.

A million circulation now—let us all pull 
together in an effort to make it 1,200,000 
by the middle of next year. Our editors have 
adopted a worthy, practical, and attainable 
goal and every leader of every organization 
in every church should assist in the achiev
ing of it.

You are probably saying: Why all this 
excitement and emphasis about increasing 
the circulation of our state papers? The 
answer is both simple and logical. Really, 
it’s Divine arithmetic. It goes something 
like this:

The larger the circulation, the larger the 
number of readers;

The larger number of readers, the in
creased knowledge on the part of our con
stituency of what we as a cooperating peo
ple are attempting to do for our Lord;

The increased knowledge will bring in
creased interest; 'V

Increased interest will bring increased con
cern;

Increased concern will bring increased 
devotion;

Increased devotion will bring increased 
determination;

Increased determination on the part of 
increased numbers of our people will reflect 
itself in an increased effectiveness in our ef
forts of spreading the message of our Lord.

And on and on we could go. It is a 
Divine cycle. It is Heavenly arithmetic. The 
more people informed of what we are doing, 
the more people enlisted in the full sup
port of our cooperative causes.

Call it Divine arithmetic, a Divine cycle, 
or whatever you may, the Brotherhood is 
for the increased circulation of our denomi
national papers. We are confident that 
through the cooperation of all of our leader
ship, in all our organizations, the goal of 
1,200,000 will be surpassed by June, 1954.

Geo. W. Schroeder, Exec. Sec’y 
Brotherhood Commission, S.B.C.

Eisenhower Signs 
Freedom Declaration

WASHINGTON, D. C.—(RNS)—Presi
dent Eisenhower signed a “Declaration of 
Freedom” sponsored by the National As
sociation of Evangelicals to launch a year
long “March of Freedom.”

Association officials said they hoped that 
a million other Americans will lend their 
names to the declaration.

The President signed the document at a 
ceremony in the White House on July 2.

The freedom declaration pledges the 
signers to “understand, exemplify, and pro
claim the seven divine freedoms to be found 
in the 23rd Psalm.”

These freedoms are listed as:
(1) Freedom from want. “The Lord is 

my shepherd, I shall not want.”
(2) Freedom from hunger. “He maketh 

me to lie down in green pastures.”
(3) Freedom from thirst. “He leadeth me 

beside the still waters.”
(4) Freedom from sin. “He leadeth me 

in the paths of righteousness. . .”
(5) Freedom from fear. “Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with 
me.”

(6) Freedom from enemies. “Thou pre- 
parest a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies.”

(7) Freedom to live abundantly. “Thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over.”

Brethren To Use 
Both Bible Versions

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—(RNS) 
—Church of the Brethren church school 
publications will use both the King James 
and the Revised Standard versions of the 
Bible in parallel lesson texts, it was decided 
by the denomination’s annual conference 
here.

The delegates rejected a proposal from 
a state district that the Church adopt the 
Revised Standard Version as the “authorized 
version.” It was pointed out that the de
nomination had never preferred one version 
over another, and had used many versions 
in several languages throughout its history.

B" of (very Description 
I at Dloney-Saving Prices

• Write us at 412 Demonbreun Street—or 
call 42-6594 • • • Nashville 3, Tennessee

CURLEY PRINTING COMPANY
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