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Knoxville—Calvary Baptist Church’s recently completed structure will seat 650 in the sanctuary. 
The educational building is shown at the left.



Seventeenth in a series on Basic Beliefs by Richard N. Owen

You Know Neither the Day nor the Hour

Watch herefore!

“Keep Your Eye on the Sky!” This is 
the urgent call of the U. S. Ground Ob
server Corps. It warns us against a possible 
sneak attack. It tells us of the nearly 1,000 
long-range bombers hidden behind the Iron 
Curtain.

The bitter facts of life’s uncertainty have 
to be faced in a world where the Kremlin 
has rung down the Iron Curtain on thirteen 
neighboring countries since 1945 under pre
text of liberating them. Against possible 
attack our military forces are on 24-hour 
guard, and are asking additional thousands 
of civilians to become volunteer plane 
spotters to fill the gaps in our defenses.

We live in a day when dread expectancy 
may be essential to survival. “Keep Your 
Eye on the Sky” is the call of those or
ganizing our country’s defense.

Alerted Is Far More Than Military Necessity

We do not discount the urgent need for 
easy going Americans to be alerted lest they 
be caught by a sudden and utterly devas
tating super-Pearl-Harbor. America must 
be forewarned and readied against such 
attack. But as urgent as is the need for 
preparation for military emergencies, the 
need is even greater for every last person 
in this whole world to face a yet more ur
gent necessity for spiritual and eternal readi
ness. This need is to be prepared for an 
event that is far more than a possibility. 
It is a certainty in time, which means the 
end of time.

The Biblical Call to Vigilance

Jesus Christ the Son of God is coming 
again! “Keep Your Eye on the Sky” is more 
than a slogan for the U. S. Ground Observer 
Corps. “Watch therefore for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh” (Matt. 25:13). It is 
a Biblical injunction to have a faith “full 
of eternity” and to live life every day in the 
awesome light of this world-climaxing event 
of Christ’s return as King of kings and Lord 
of lords. Our duty to the state, to our 
fellows and to ourselves is emphasized by 
the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is com
ing again—the night of his absence is far 
spent, the day of the Lord is approaching. 
So let us read the meaning of Romans 13:11-
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14. History finds its goal in Jesus Christ. 
The Eternal, Infinitely Wise, Altogether 
Righteous and Perfectly Loving God has 
dealt with, and continues to deal with, this 
world of his creation through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.

His Second Coming More Credible than 
His First

That Jesus Christ should come the second 
time is easier to believe than that He should 
ever have come into this world in the first 
instance. But the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth. God 
has already come once in the fullness of 
time; born of a virgin and born under the 
law that he might redeem them that were 
under the law. Jesus came unto his own 
and his own received him not. But as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name; who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man but of 
God.

The Gospel To Be Preached

Jesus Christ was rejected, crucified, 
buried. On the third day he rose again. He 
showed himself alive from the dead by 
many infallible proofs. He ascended to the 
right hand of the Father. He poured forth 
the Holy Spirit upon his people, to bear 
witness to Him that, “this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come” (Matt. 24:14).

Awareness That Revolutionizes Life

To live daily in this awareness revolu
tionizes life. “For our conversation (citizen
ship) is in heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 3:20).

Deliverance Not Doom Expected

The Christian attitude looks up in ex
pectancy of deliverance, not of doom. Con
fident is our hope that God is not through;
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there is yet more He will do through Jesus 
Christ. Christ’s coming again is that blessed 
hope. His return means the completeness of 
redemption.

But the Righteous Judge Is Coming

Well, may those scorning Christ dread His 
coming. He returns as the Righteous Judge. 
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. When he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe (because our testi
mony among you was believed) in that day” 
(2 Thess. 1:7-10).

His coming will be like the instantaneous 
appearance of the lightning’s flash (Matt. 
24:27). His coming will bring judgment 
upon the ungodly (Jude 14, 15) (cf. 2 
Thess. 2:8-12). Men supposing themselves 
secure in their sin will suffer surprise and 
dismay. “For when they shall say, Peace 
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape” (I Thess. 
5:3).

Christ's Caution to Sign-Seekers

When men begged Jesus for signs of His 
coming, He cautioned them against being 
duped (Matt. 24:3-4). False Christs and 
false prophets will appear; the love of many 
shall wax cold; godly people will suffer reli
gious persecution and know death fbr the 
sake of Truth; there will be wars and rumors 
of war. These things will not necessarily 
be confined to any one generation. Our
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Lord’s warning is given that his people be 
not led astray by false leaders and false 
hopes. Read Matt. 24; 2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 
3:1-7; Luke 21:8-24. But in God’s own 
time, His Day arrives.

When Men's Hearts Fail Them for Fear

The times of unrest, distress and per
plexity when “men’s hearts fail them for 
fear and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth” should be the time 
of times when God’s people remember their 
hope is in the power beyond this world to 
be fully revealed in the coming again of

the Son of Man (Luke 21:25-28). When 
all other men lose hope and become slaves 
of fear in awful anticipation of what the 
world is coming to, then the child of God 
can look up and lift up his head in confi
dence for his redemption is drawing near!

Between Christ's Ascension and Return

The period between the ascension and 
second coming is in a sense one of waiting 
as portrayed (Matt. 25:1-13) in the parable 
of the wise and foolish virgins. But it is 
also a period of working (Matt. 25:14-30) 
as the parable of the talents teaches. We are 
to occupy till our Lord returns and be 
faithful in that committed to us. Life is 
a stewardship as well as the gospel for 
which we are accountable to God. Every 
man’s work will be made evident as to its 
quantity, quality and permanent value. The 
worker though saved only by grace will 
either know reward or suffer loss because of 
his works (1 Cor. 3:13-15; 2 Cor. 5:10; 
Rom. 2:16; 14:10, 12.)

Powerful Incentive

The hope of Christ’s return is for the 
believer a powerful incentive to clean liv
ing, honesty, faithfulness (1 Jn. 3:1-3). He 
experiences the power of the Holy Spirit 
making him effective as a witness to Jesus 
Christ the Son of God as Saviour (Acts 
1:8). Knowing that God has given all au
thority to Jesus, the believer is concerned 
together with his fellow Christians to carry 
out the great commission (Matt. 28:18-20) 
in obedience to the command of the Son of 
God who returns to judge all nations (Matt. 
25:31-46).

Events of the End Time

Christ will be recognized upon the throne 
of his glory. Before his awesome face the 
creation passes away and time is brought

Reporter Finds Members 
Weak on Church Doctrine

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — (BP) — “Church 
members are amazingly ignorant of doc
trine” is the conclusion of a Louisville, Ky., 
reporter who visited fifty-two churches in 
twelve months. Ora Spaid, who writes a 
weekly column called “A Reporter Goes to 
Church” for the Courier-Journal, didn’t go 
to church on a recent Sunday. Instead he 
stayed at home and wrote about the churches 
he attended in the last year.

In honor of the first birthday of the fea
ture, he wrote a column entitled “Church 
Reporter Stays at Home,” summarizing his 
impressions of the churches.

Some of them: Similarities among 
churches of all faiths are stronger than their 
differences. Too many sermons are “bogged 
down with religious cliches fraught with 
glittering generalities. Even the hell-fire- 
and-brimstone sermon appears to have lost 
its hell-fire.” “Church members are amaz
ingly ignorant of doctrine.”

Cover Photo

Knoxville—Calvary Baptist Church, 
corner of Yale Avenue and Eighteenth 
Street, has completed the edifice shown, 
a triumph for the active membership of 
this church numbering around 400. It oc
cupies a strategic location on the edge of 
the campus of the University of Tennessee. 
Rev. Charles C. Lemons is pastor. The 
sanctuary was designed by Barber and Mc
Murray, architects of Knoxville, following 
consultation with Mr. Hardie C. Bass, Jr., 
of the Department of Church Architecture, 
Baptist Sunday School Board. Of Greek 
Revival design in colonial white the sanc
tuary’s interior seats 650. The eighty-seven 
foot tower encloses electronic chimes.

to an end. At his coming the resurrection 
is realized in its finality. The last enemy, 
death, is destroyed (1 Cor. 15:23-26). The 
devil and all whose names are lacking in 
the book of life will be cast into the lake 
of fire (Rev. 20:10, 15).

Not If, But When

When will He come again? There is no 
“if” about it. The time remains uncertain 
(Matt. 24:36, 42; 25:13; Mk. 13:32, 35, 
36). But the fact of His coming again is al
together certain and revealed in God’s 
Word (Matt. 24:30; Mk. 13:26; Lk. 21:27; 
Acts 1:11; Titus 2:13; Rev. 1:7). When He 
comes again it will be with such glory, un
expectedness and finality, that it will fill 
God’s people with unspeakable joy, though 
it will occasion the shame and remorse of 
the unprepared (Matt. 24:37; 25:1-13; Mk. 
13:35, 36).

No ray of sunlight is ever lost, but the 
green which it awakes into existence 
needs time to sprout, and it is not al
ways granted to the sower to see the har
vest. All work that is worth anything is 
done in faith.—Albert Schweitzer.

You must love men as they are, and not 
wait until they change into what you want 
them to be.—Friedrich Karl Otto Di- 
belius.

Is it young people who are committing a 
large share of the crimes in this country? 
Go slowly on answering, even when you 
have statistics. Actually not all crimes 
are reported. Many of those reported are 
never solved; no one knows the age of 
the guilty. There is reason to believe that 
most unsolved crimes are the work of 
mature lawbreakers who are difficult to 
detect. On the other hand, it’s not sur
prising that a large proportion of those 
arrested are juveniles. Daring and in
experienced, they are more easily caught. 
—Virgil W. Peterson, Atlantic Monthly.

We are the best informed generation that 
ever lived with the most primitive ideas of 
what to do with our information. We 
know how to blow up the world, but we 
don’t know how to govern it.—A. Whit
ney Griswold.

Never bear more than one kind of trouble 
at a time. Some people bear three kinds 
—all they have had, all they have now, 
and all they expect to have.—E. E. Hale, 
Signs of the Times.

A recent unofficial census indicates that 
there are in the world today approxi
mately 38.5 million persons who may be 
termed refugees. Roughly, 15.5 million 
of these are in European countries; 13 
million are in the Near & Middle East 
and 10 million are in the Far East. 
Homiletic & Pastoral Review
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Dr. Caudill Reports from Seoul, Korea
by Dr. R. Paul Caudill, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee.

Less than five minutes ago I left the office 
of Mr. Solemn Park, Minister, Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Republic of Korea. Because 
of the arresting picture which he unfolded 
before me, and of its apparent validity, I 
wanted to get quickly to my typewriter in 
the hope that I might share the impact of 
his words with my many friends across the 
seas before the picture fades.

To begin with, the destruction and havoc 
wrought by the war here in Korea is more 
than appalling. The Ministry of Social 
Affairs has just completed a study on Social 
Welfare in Korea (dated August 15) and 
I have the complete report before me. 
Table A deals with Civilian Casualties dur
ing the war and reveals that there have been 
a total of 956,990—and please remember 
this does not take into account combatant 
personnel, or any of the servicemen or 
policemen. Of this number 236,475 were 
listed as “Dead," while another 122,799 
were listed as “Killed.” Moreover, 82,959 
are listed as “Kidnapped” while 255,582 
are listed as “Injured” and 298,175 as 
“Missing.”

But this is not the whole picture, or even 
the worst. There are reported to be a total 
of 293,852 widows with 516,663 children 
that are under 13 years of age. These 
widows and these fatherless children will 
have to have the help of friends, if they 
survive the hardships of the coming winter, 
for they could never make it alone—not in 
this bleak land that has known so much 
of the ravage of war.

Something of the tremendous changes in 
population may be seen from the fact that 
here in Seoul City the population, prior to 
June 25, 1950, was listed at 1,437,670, 
while today there are reported to be 676,221 
people living in Seoul City. Of this number, 
51,436 are listed as refugees.

But here is an even more disturbing 
factor: Mr. Park tells me that the refugees 
continue to pour into South Korea from 
the north at an alarming rate. Already some 
15,000 have arrived since the truce—and 
they are still coming. These refugees knew 
that to remain in North Korea would be to 
have to submit to Communist indoctrina
tion and supervision, and all the trials and 
purges and hardships that attend such a 
regime. They chose to flee to a more 
friendly clime, therefore, at the risk of being 
shot as they crossed the border—if appre
hended.

This means that the relief load continues 
to pile up in South Korea. It means that for 
a long time to come the people of the 
Republic of South Korea will have to have 
help. There is no other way out if the 
masses are to survive the coming months.
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Let us pray that in all our efforts to assist 
this needy people we may temper our spirit 
with wisdom, and with understanding, and 
with Christlike love.

I wish all of our great Baptist fellowship 
the world around could have shared the 
privilege that was mine last night. I wor
shipped at the little Pil Dong Baptist Church 
here in Seoul. There are only two Baptist 
churches in Seoul, and the Pil Dong is the 
larger of the two.

It was a typical midweek service. The 
congregation, numbering around one hun
dred and twenty-five, filed in quietly at 
“early candlelight.” The people here begin 
their church services by the close of the 
day rather than by the clock.

As the congregation entered, each one 
who had on shoes removed them just inside 
the door, and upon entering the improvised 
sanctuary took his seat on the bare floor, 
forming neat rows until the room was en
tirely filled. I removed my shoes too, of 
course, as did Dr. John Abernathy whom 
I accompanied to the service and who is 
well known here in Seoul among those of 
the Baptist faith.

I was to have preached to the group, and 
did bring a brief message, but was not able 
to speak with freedom because we had no 
one to interpret adequately. A young man 
labored at the task, but his unfamiliarity 
with Christian terminology made his task 
too great. I did get before them John 3:16, 
I hope, and that, along with the message of 
the pastor, I pray, will not be soon for
gotten.

There are now in South Korea about 150 
Baptist churches. There were only 40 
churches in 1951 when Dr. Abernathy came 
to Korea from Manila. This means that 
the number of churches has almost quad
rupled in two years—a record that may be 
unsurpassed in missionary endeavor. “I be
lieve that we have more visible results to 
show for the time and money invested, in 
the light of the fewness of the missionaries, 
than perhaps in any field where Southern 
Baptists are working,” said Dr. John A. 
Abernathy in speaking of the phenomenal 
growth of the work here. The total mem
bership of the churches in South Korea 
alone now numbers around 20,000.

There were reported as many as 150 
Baptist churches in North Korea, when the 
Communists took over. Now nothing is 
known of the state of the work there. Only 
a few of the pastors were able to escape 
to South Korea, and the stories they told 
of persecutions, and tortures, and the kill
ing of our leaders, is heartbreaking. Great 
numbers of the pastors were reported to

Southern Baptist Youth 
Stage Atlanta Parade

ATLANTA, Ga.—(BP)—Five thousand 
members of the Royal Ambassadors attend
ing the first Convention-wide R.A. Congress 
here, staged the first parade with a religious 
theme Atlanta has seen in fourteen years. 
The last one was held during the Baptist 
World Alliance meeting here in 1939.

Seven tractor-drawn floats featured the 
parade which included thirty-four other 
mobile units and groups of marching boys 
from twenty-two states, the District of 
Columbia, and four foreign countries. In 
the lead float were four Atlanta Royal Am
bassadors bearing a banner with the organi
zation’s watchword “We are Ambassadors 
for Christ.”

At the closing session of the congress, 
delegates were challenged by speakers to 
the congress to “a life of mission and church 
building” in the home and foreign fields.

Chaplain Sees Worldwide 
Floods of Godlessness

FORT WORTH, Tex.—(BP)—Fear that 
the waves of godlessness sweeping the world 
might engulf humanity was the chief re
action of a Southern Baptist chaplain re
cently returning from a foreign tour of 
duty. Chaplain James B. McLeroy said we 
face on a world scale an atheistic ideology.

“How I wish we could find a way to 
make our people see the mission picture 
as it is,” the chaplain said. “Never have I 
been a fatalist, but now, unless our world 
can conceive of a just, yet loving God, 
mediated to us by Jesus Christ, I scarcely 
know where we shall turn. We do face, 
on a world scale an atheistic ideology. I 
believe it was Hugo who said, ‘No army can 
withstand the strength of an idea whose time 
has come.’ Whether he or another said it, 
it is true. As far as real missionary work is 
concerned, American Baptists, whom I love 
with my life, seem to have a perfect genius 
for doing nothing, and doing it assiduously.” 

have been shot by the Communists. Others 
were beaten to death.

The Korean Baptist Convention is re
questing missionary families to be located 
in twenty-five strategic cities in South Korea 
alone . . . and they have even gone so far 
as to name the cities! This request has been 
renewed repeatedly.

It is doubtful if there is any place under 
the sun where the investment of young life 
in Christian missionary endeavors would 
count for more.

How long will Baptists allow this chal
lenge to go unmet? So long as we fail to 
give proportionately to the cause of world 
missions! Only so long!

Baptist and Reflector



God's Power of Veto Over 
Our Prayers

John R. Sampey, Jr., Greenville, S. C.

The problem of unanswered prayer 
troubles the minds and hearts of most Chris
tians during some period of their lives. The 
smaller our faith, and the more demon
strative our own self-assurance, the oftener 
we are distressed by the seeming futility 
of much of our prayer life, both private 
and public.

There are religious leaders today who 
preach that if God doesn’t answer your 
prayers in just the way you ask, there is 
something radically wrong with your reli
gion. Recently I listened to a minister with 
a following numbered in the scores of 
thousands, set forth at length what he called 
the spiritual techniques of prayer. Much 
of what he said about freeing our hearts of 
hatreds and ill-will toward others as a prep
aration for prayer is amply supported in the 
Scriptures. And his insistence on praying 
for definite results to meet specific needs 
hits at much of the meaningless generalities 
in our public “praying all over Europe and 
Asia,” to use an expression of a saintly 
woman of the past generation.

Many listeners probably commended his 
stand that tithing is a good prerequisite for 
effectual prayer, although such a proposi
tion borders too closely on Jacob’s bargain
ing for material blessings to appeal to the 
New Testament Christian who operates 
under grace, and who knows he cannot 
obligate the Almighty by any such means.

The final technique of this minister for 
power in prayer was to advocate that a third 
person be invited to join when the petitions 
of two were not answered in the way re
quested.

Through the centuries the people called 
Baptists have opposed all attempts to coerce 
spiritual truths into any form of ritual, 
creed or technique. In this day when scien
tific formulas are offered as a means of 
releasing spiritual power we need to voice 
again our protest. The above-cited effort to 
set up a system of spiritual techniques vi
olates the most essential element in prayer, 
namely, that all our requests must be con
ditioned upon our conscious submission to 
our Father’s Divine Will.

What chaos would result if every Chris
tian’s prayers were answered in just the way 
requested. What man in his right mind pre
sumes to know what is best for himself, his 
loved ones, or the world-wide interests of 
the Kingdom? I think back with shame 
upon some of the very earnest prayers I 
made as a young Christian. If these peti
tions had been granted, what folly they 
would have wrought, and what an immature 
babe-in-Christ 1 would have remained by 
having my foolish requests granted through 
the magic of prayer.

Thank God that the Omniscient One re
tains the power of veto over our prayers. 
No matter how well-meaning may be our
Thursday, September 10, 1953

Wyatts Go to Barcelona, Spain

Mrs. Roy B. Wyatt, Jr., daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. A. Cope of Rogersville, and 
her husband were appointed for missionary 
service in Spain at the meeting of the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board in Rich
mond, Virginia, May 14.

Mrs. Wyatt, the former Joyce Cope, was 
graduated from the Rogersville High School. 
She told the Board that her call to missions 
occurred during her first year at Lincoln 
Memorial University. After graduation from 
college as the valedictorian of her class, 
she taught history in Knoxville, for a year, 
and then entered the Woman’s Missionary 
Training School, Louisville, Kentucky, 
from which she received the Master of Reli
gious Education degree.

Mr. Wyatt, a native of Richmond, Vir
ginia, is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the

Texas Baptists Elect 
Stewardship Leader

FORT WORTH, Tex.—(BP)—L. B. 
Cobb, pastor of the River Oaks Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Tex., since July, 1951, 
resigned recently to work with the direct 
missions phase of the Baptist General Con
vention of Texas promoting stewardship.

Before coming to the River Oaks Church 
Cobb served as president of the Tennessee 
State Baptist Convention.

intentions, or how earnest and scholarly 
our petitions, we learn through the expe
rience of the years that they are often ill- 
conceived. May we teach our day and gen
eration that the most blessed note in prayer 
is the petition, “Not my will, but Thine be 
done.” May we learn ourselves to pray it, 
not grudgingly, nor with a sense of frustra
tion, but joyfully, and with all the enthusi
asm of our souls, for if we know our own 
hearts, we desire profoundly that His omnis
cient will, not our sin-clouded judgment, 
direct the release of the destiny-determining 
power of prayer.

—The Baptist Courier

University of Richmond, and holds a 
Bachelor of Divinity degree from the South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville. He has completed all the residence 
work for the Doctor of Theology there.

They sailed from New York for Bar
celona, Spain, September 3, where Mr. 
Wyatt will reopen the Baptist Seminary, 
which has been closed since 1950. Mrs. 
Wyatt will work with the women and chil
dren of the community.

During the summer the young couple 
have been attending the Institute for Out
going Missionaries of the Southern Pres
byterian Board at Montreat, North Caro
lina, with studies in Linguistics and practical 
missionary orientation.

The Wyatts have a two-year-old son, Roy 
Michael.

Texas Donors Give Portable 
Chapel for Arizona Missions

PHOENIX, Ariz.—(BP)—Two Texas 
donors gave a portable aluminum chapel to 
establish missions and churches in Arizona. 
One paid for the chapel and the other paid 
the transportation to Phoenix.

The chapel will be owned by the Trust 
and Memorial Fund of the Baptist General 
Convention and used by the churches.

The new building, which dismantles in 
8 feet by 10 feet sections, is 20 feet wide 
and 40 feet long. The walls arc 10 feet 
high.

L. E. Brown of 1413 Taylor, Memphis, 
supplied the pulpit recently at Eudora 
Church, one of the oldest in Shelby County. 
“Dr. Fred Wood is doing a great work as 
he leads this fine group of Christians, many 
of whom I have known for years. They 
have just completed a new educational 
building having all the departments of the 
Sunday school provided for,” reports 
Brother Brown.
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by O. L. RIVES, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International Bible Lesson for Christian 
Training, copyrighted by International Council or Religious Education

TEXTS: II Timothy 1:3-14; 2:1-15 (Larger)—II Tim. 1:3-14 (Printed) 
II Tim. 1:17 (Golden).

Courage for Christian Witnessing
The second passage of the larger texts 

of this lesson yields rich returns, centering 
as it does in one of the “faithful sayings,” 
and should by all means be given attention 
in the preparation of the lesson. The notes 
that follow will be confined to the printed 
text, however. When we consider the topic 
chosen for this lesson, we will be reminded 
that “courage” connotes “heart” and that 
the Christian religion begins in and grows 
out of the heart. We will also be reminded 
that our Lord told us to be witnesses to Him 
“both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:8). Again, we will be 
reminded that a witness is one who tells 
his experience or what has happened to 
him. What, then, are some of the sources 
for our courage as we witness to and for 
the Lord Jesus Christ?

The Faith of Our Ancestors (w. 3-6)
In Timothy’s case this faith extended back 

to two generations. In ours it extends many 
more, but finally we come to ancestors who 
were pitiable in their spiritual darkness and 
heathenism. Even so, let us be grateful 
for the fact that our immediate ancestors 
were Christians; for if they had not been, 
we probably would not have been either. 
We can never know the debt we owe our 
parents and grandparents for the heritage of 
a Christian faith.

Out of this gratitude to them, and 
supremely to Christ and His infinite provi
sion and care in seeing that this was our lot, 
there should come an inspiration for re
newed effort upon our part. Paul formu
lates it in his letter to Timothy, “stir up 
the gift of God.” He exhorts him, and 
through him he also exhorts us, to increased 
zeal. Was Timothy inclined to be lazy and 
neglectful of his high and holy privileges 
as a Christian, particularly in this matter 
of witnessing? Some have thought so, hence 
Paul’s exhortation. Be that as it may, his 
word is indeed appropriate for each one of 
us today.

The Salvation of Our Souls (w. 7-9)
This salvation we enjoy should banish 

every fear that comes our way, the Apostle 
clearly teaches in verse seven. But why 
doesn’t it? Briefly answered, we can only say 
that if it does not then it is our fault and 
not that of God. It is a poor testimony upon 
our part, as we try to witness to the un
saved of Christ’s saving and keeping power, 
if we manifest a spirit of fear instead of 
one of “power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” We might well join in the prayer of 
one who said, “Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief” (Mk. 9:24b). If sincerely 
uttered, it will surely be answered.
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This salvation that is ours should furnish 
guidance in our living. It is linked with 
what is referred to as “an holy calling” 
which is older even than the world itself. If 
we could realize that specific guidance for 
each one our lives was provided even 
“before the world began,” we would in
creasingly regard the same with reverence 
and submission.
The Basis of Our Assurances (vv. 10-12)

This assurance is experiential. Because we 
have known Jesus Christ in the experiences 
of p&don from sin and in daily fellowship, 
we have no doubt as to His reality. We 
have faith in Him to believe that He has 
truly “abolished death” since we have al
ready experienced something of His life and 
immortality “through the gospel.” Chris
tianity has its creeds and its confessions but 
they have no validity except for those who 
have had Christian experience.

This assurance is hopeful. Again, the 
hope rests upon the person of Jesus Christ. 
It is not a sort of blind hope, nor a hope 
against hope. It is confident and buoyant, 

PROMISE OF PROVIDENCE

yet without presumption. Thus Paul is 
able to express our feelings when he writes, 
“For I know whom I have believed.” When 
we recall that this letter to Timothy was 
perhaps the last letter he ever wrote, and 
that he was executed shortly thereafter, its 
note of assurance is all the more striking. 
Effective Christian witnessing includes this 
note.

The Persistence of Our Activities (vv. 13, 14)
We are to “hold fast the form of sound 

words.” This means that we do our best 
witnessing if we are thoroughly permeated 
with essential Bible teachings. The Holy 
Spirit who makes use of our witnessing so 
as to bring conviction is pleased to honor 
God’s Word in the experience. The more 
we grasp and utilize its teachings, other 
factors being equal, the better our witness
ing.

We are to keep “that good thing which 
was committed” to us. Maclaren thinks that 
this is the gospel message. We are to keep 
it by passing it on to others, for he writes 
in this connection as follows. “Whosoever 
has accepted the message of salvation for 
himself is, ipso facto, put in charge of that 
message for carrying it to others. The trust 
which I place in the gospel makes the gospel 
a trust which is committed to me. . . . You 
Christian people are responsible in this con
nection for two things, for the preservation 
of the truth and for the diffusion of the 
truth.” Let us be found faithful in both 
alike, arid so expect His presence and 
power.

Baptist and Reflector



Do you like mysteries? I have two. Re
cently two unsigned letters have come to me 
—one from a ten-year-old friend who lives 
on Bernhurst Drive, Fountain City, Tennes
see, and one from an eleven-year-old girl 
whose address is Route 2, Watertown, Ten
nessee. I’d love to share these letters with 
you, but of course you couldn’t answer them 
without the names of the writers. I hope 
these two friends will see today’s Young 
South column and send me their names. 
Perhaps you can help me solve the mysteries 
and learn who wrote these letters.

Would you also like to help someone 
else? There is no mystery to solve for them. 
Read their letters and see if you can think 
of a way you could help these two friends:

Dear Aunt Polly:
I have written you before and I got a lot 

of letters from boys and girls. I have three 
special pen pals. Their names are June 
Nanney, Rebecca Reece, and Eva Jane Mc- 
Kinless.

Now a little about myself. I have long 
blonde hair and blue eyes. I will be four
teen January 5.

I am crippled and can’t get about like 
other girls do. Mail cheers me up a lot. 
I would love to get lots of letters from boys 
and girls. I will try to answer every letter.

Gladys Marie Lawson
R.F.D. 1
Doeville, Tennessee

Dear Aunt Polly:
I am a little boy nine years old. My 

birthday is May 16. I passed from the third 
grade to the fourth grade in school.

I have been sick for a long time and am 
still going to the doctor.

I go to Cypress Creek Baptist Church.
This is my second time to write you. 

I will answer every letter I receive.
Gerald Arthur Anderson 

R.F.D. 4
Martin, Tennessee

Both of these friends are brave to promise 
to “answer every letter.” I wonder if they 
have heard of the little boy who got more 
than a hundred letters the week after his 
letter was in our column. Let’s keep up our 
good record. How many cheer-up letters 
and cards can we send to the mailboxes of 
these two friends this week? Of course, all 
of us won’t expect answers. We will be 
glad for Gladys Marie and Gerald Arthur to 
choose from all the letters a few pen pals 
to whom they can write regularly.

I hope both of these friends will write 
and tell me how many letters and cards they 
get. Will one of them be from you?

Thursday, September 10, 1953

I have one other special letter I’d like 
to tell you about today. It was signed by 
two boys and brought some very happy 
news.

Dear Aunt Polly:
Something like six years ago we two boys 

began to correspond through an introduc
tion by your Young South column.

Clyde Tilley read a letter that I, George 
Harding, wrote to the Young South. We 
both having a postmark collection for a 
hobby, began to write each other. During 
these years a lasting friendship has been 
built up. This friendship came to a climax 
this summer when Clyde came to visit in 
my home at Cottage Grove, Tennessee. He 
lives in Knoxville.

Since we have been writing both of us 
have felt God’s call to the ministry and have 
been licensed to preach. Clyde is in school 
at Carson-Newman College, and I have an
other year of high school work before I 
enter college.

We, as young ministers, covet the prayers 
of all the Christian readers of the Young 
South, and hppe that many more such 
friendships mGy be built through the letters 
to the column.

In our Master’s service,
George Harding 
Clyde Tilley

You know, I remember well that first 
letter from George. He forgot to sign it! 
Rather, he signed it “George,” and that 
wasn’t enough for us to know how to ad
dress an answer to him. This most recent 
letter which you have just read is neatly 
typed, and I think it is very interesting. It 
helps a lot when Young South friends write 
and tell nice things that have happened to 
them. I especially like to hear about pen
pal experiences, don’t you?

Love,
AUNT POLLY

Belcourt at Sixteenth Avenue, South
Nashville, Tennessee

The most common impediment of speech 
in children is bubble gum.

A father was asked what his son was 
going to be when he got through college. 
“Old,” he answered.

A bee’s stinging apparatus actually meas
ures only 1/32 of an inch. The other two 
feet are pure imagination.

Wife: “I’ve got a lot of things I want 
to talk to you about.”

Husband: “That’s fine. You usually want 
to talk about a lot of things you haven’t 
got.”

It was homework time at the Ruben
steins’ home.

“Benny,” said Mama Rubenstein, “tell 
me how many is seven and four.”

“Twelve,” replied Benny.
“Not bad for a little shaver,” volunteered 

Papa Rubenstein. “He only missed it by 
two.”

He: “Last night I dreamed that I married 
the most beautiful woman in the world.”

She: “Were we happy?”

First fisherman: “It’s getting late, and 
we haven’t caught a single fish.”

Second fisherman: “Well, I’m going 
home as soon as I let 2 more big ones get 
away.”

A newspaper printed the following ad
vertisement: “For sale, baker’s business. 
Good trade. Large oven. Present owner 
has been in it for 15 years.”

It was “Parent’s Day” at a small country 
school. Mrs. Smith was sitting with her 
eyes glued on the curtain when it suddenly 
rose on little Harry Jones attired in a toga.

“Friends, Romans, countrymen,” he de
clared, “lend me your ears.”

Leaning over her neighbor’s shoulder, 
Mrs. Smith was heard to comment in an 
ironic whisper, “Wouldn’t be Matty Jones’ 
boy if he wasn’t borrowing something!”

The party was going along very nicely 
until the hostess coaxed a protesting guest 
to sing. After the song, she went up to him 
smilingly. “Oh, Mr. Johnson,” she said, 
“you must never again tell me that you can’t 
sing; I know now!”

And she wondered why the guest left the 
house so hurriedly.

With the intention of diverting his son’s 
attention from Wild West television enter
tainment, a father bought a book about 
Abraham Lincoln. A few evenings later, 
the father asked his son what he had learned 
about Mr. Lincoln.

The boy replied: “He was shot in a 
show,”
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How to Promote Transfer Church Membership Week 
by James L. Sullivan, Baptist Sunday School Board

A friend from the far west had phoned 
to urge that I assist him in a revival meet
ing. In the course of the conversation he 
added, “You’ve seen the snow-capped peaks 
of the Rocky Mountains, haven’t you?” 
When I said, “Yes,” he replied, “You just 
thought it was snow. The peaks were white, 
but what you saw was not snow. Those 
peaks are simply white with church letters 
which Baptists have dropped off as they 
have passed to and fro.”

By the same token, aren’t there “snow
capped peaks” in every state and in every 
city and town? Thousands of Baptists have 
moved from community to community. 
They have religiously taken with them 
everything except church memberships. 
Moving those letters would have been one 
of the easiest and most Christian things 
imaginable. But they failed in a major 
Christian duty. What can we do to help 
them correct their mistake?

START EARLY
It is late, but not too late. Every day 

counts. There are at least one and one-half 
million Baptists who should be reached for 
active church membership in communities 
where they now live. Their lives are lost 
to service. Their influence is neutralized if 
not positively evil.

The size of the task is justifiable reason 
for so much ado about it. All of the 
agencies of the Convention are joining hands 
in meeting this lamentable denominational 
need.

When all is said and done, however, the 
success is not to be determined by the ac
tions of convention agencies. They can 
only call it to the attention of our people 
and make general suggestions for the meet
ing of the need. The true successes of the 
movement will lie with the local churches, 
their leadership and membership.

Start today. There is nothing romantic 
about hurried and hectic last minute prep
aration which is inevitable without proper 
advanced planning. Use the special cards 
which are available in the search of pros
pects in your community.

PLAN WELL
Wise is our denomination in promoting 

Transfer Church Membership Week on 
September 13-20, 1953. The worth of such 
a conserted effort was proven through the 
successes of last year. The week of spe
cial focus on the denominational need did 
much to call to the attention of the people 
the urgent situation in our Convention ter
ritory and helped enlist nearly one-half mil
lion during the year by letter or statement.

If the Transfer Church Membership Week 
is to do in the local church what should 
be done, the leadership of the church must 
have vision of the need and a sense of 
urgency that something must be done about 
it now. Ample advanced planning must be 
made. The pastor, by very nature of the 
case, must lead out in the plans and the 

program of finding and reaching the un
reached people of his community. The 
members of his church will wait on his 
initiative.

PRAY MUCH
This is a task which is too big for human 

strength and human minds. God’s wisdom 
and power are available and must be re
lied upon. Before we can invision the 
need we must look at the world in its sin
ful distress through the eyes of God. We 
must love that world with a compassion 
which in more God’s than man’s. This is 
a divine enterprise. Prayer is imperative.

God has commissioned and commanded 
that we reach people, but until our own 
hearts are prepared little can be gained 
through our visitation and witnessing. God’s 
spirit must guide in every visit and in every 
word if there is effectiveness and victory.

Without prayer we find ourselves much 
like the disciples who were spiritless and 
waiting. They could not win the world by 
tarrying in Jerusalem. Neither could they 
win the world until they had tarried to be 
endued with power.

WORK HARD
There is only one way to visit for Christ. 

It is the hard way. Visitation is hard work 
and cannot be done with ease. The Chris
tian should not ask for ease in visitation, 
or in any Christian assignment.

Visitation is difficult and yet it pays. A 

FROM THE CHRIST AGAIN AND AGAIN

personal contact is worth more than a dozen 
impersonal phone calls or post cards. So 
Saturday, September 12, the date before 
the Transfer Church Membership Week is 
to begin, special visitation is to strike a 
peak in personal effort. Daily visitation is 
not only to be engaged in on that day but 
follow-ups are to be made throughout the 
following days as they are needed.

FOLLOW THROUGH
Three special dates have been set aside 

to urge non-resident Baptists to unite with 
the church near by. The first services are on 
Sunday, September 13. Then there is 
Wednesday night, September 16. The cli
matic day is to come on Sunday, September 
20, at which time all-out endeavors are to be 
made to reach those who have been visited 
during the week.

While ample space is to be given in 
advertising, and much thought is to be 
given to promotion, it is to be realized that 
this is a spiritual endeavor in which Chris
tians are working together in a divine en
terprise under the guiding hand of an all
wise and all-mighty God.

The task is too great to be entered into 
half-heartedly. The victories are to be looked 
upon as triumphs for Christ and will bring 
rejoicing.

The new members-should be led to study 
“Your Life and Your Church,” that they 
might have a better understanding of the 
inner workings of our churches and de
nomination. They are to be integrated into 
the full teaching and training program that 
they might find joy and reward through 
Christian service rendered in Christ’s name.
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A Report on Our Largest Training Union

Counselor's Corner
R. Lofton Hudson

by Helen Gardner, Director of Church Activities, Bellevue Baptist Church

We have enrolled in our entire Training 
Union 1798 with twenty organized depart
ments with 89 units of organization. As 
of this writing, we have the required and a 
sufficient leadership to carry on the work.

The picture is Adult Department No. 5. 
The Director of this department is Mr. Own 
Graham. The departmental officers who 
serve with Mr. Graham are outstanding in 

v their faithfulness and work. The assembly 
programs are the best I have ever seen or 
heard. Our own Pastor, Dr. Lee, visits this 
department and in the individual unions. 
Dr. Lee visits in some department of our 
Training Union every Sunday night and by 
his presence gives encouragement.

There are ninety-two enrolled in the de

Family Workshop 
Held in Nashville

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BP)—A family 
life workshop, sponsored jointly by the 
Southern Baptist Education Commission; 
Home Curriculum Department, Baptist Sun
day School Board; and the Southern Asso
ciation of Baptist Colleges and Schools, was 
held September 4-5, 1953, at the Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Nashville.

Primary emphasis of the workshop was 
on what Southern Baptists are doing and 
can do in a correlated family life education 
program through colleges, seminaries, Con- 
vention-wide agencies, and churches.

I

partment (Adult Department No. 5) and 
ninety-eight per cent of the department are 
reading their Bibles daily. They are work
ing for 100% Daily Bible Readers. Every 
member of the department in this picture is 
a daily Bible reader.
General Information of Training Union

Average attendance per Sunday 
for year ___________________  1,103

Highest monthly average attendance 
per Sunday ________________  1,384

Highest weekly attendance ________ 1,946
Grand total attendance for year 61,178

This report covers the first year’s work in 
the new sanctuary. Congratulations to a 
great Church and a great Training Union.

Miss Pearl Southern's 
Fine Example May 
Help Others

“Miss Pearl Southern was one of our 
loyal supporters up until her health failed 
her, just a few months before she passed 
away.

“The thing that speaks for all her life of 
devotion was the place her church held in 
her life. Miss Pearl remembered her church, 
and all the Mission causes in her will.

“If this fine example could be used to 
help someone else do more for the Master 
I am sure she would not mind this being 
mentioned, although she was a very modest 
person, and did not do her good deeds to 
be seen or to be praised of men.”

—Philip D. Fletcher, Pastor, 
Baptist Church Bulls Gap

Scared Church Member

Question: My pastor has asked me to teach 
a Sunday school class and I would like to do 
it, but fear seems to overcome me. It is the 
same way when I am called on to lead in 
public prayer.

Can anything be done about my fear? I 
am thirty-eight years old and wonder if 
there is any hope for me to change. This is 
not just stage fright. I get butterflies in my 
stomach and shake all over.
Answer: Fear is not anything to be ashamed 
of. It has to be lived with. The chances 
are that you could master a part of it if 
you did not feel, as most people do in our 
culture, that only cowards are afraid.

Sure you can overcome it, enough to 
serve. Why don’t you try doing more in 
Training Union. That is one of the things 
that it is for. If I were you, I would promise 
the Lord, and perhaps my pastor, that fear 
or no fear I would do my duty. When you 
are called on to lead in prayer, stumble 
around and do the best that you can. Never 
say, “Excuse me, please.” And about teach
ing, prepare well, pray calmly but often, do 
the best you can, and you may in time win. 
Sometimes we have to swallow our pride in 
order to be our best.

Don’t run and don’t avoid the painful 
situation. The butterflies will quit fluttering 
when they find out that it does no good to 
flutter. Stand ’til you fall.

Hardeman Baptists
Report Work and New Goals

Hardeman County Baptist Association 
closed one of its most successful years.

Over 650 attended the two-day session. 
The Association voted strongly to help pro
mote all Southern Baptist work.

All churches turned in a letter at the as
sociation with a reported $14,287.99 to mis
sions, and total expenditures of $73,842.89. 
Total value of all church property including 
pastor’s homes is $337,050.00. The follow
ing new goals were set:

Promote a Vacation Bible School in everv 
church; two revivals a year in every church; 
promote “A Million More In ’54”; have a 
“Week of Stewardship” October 18-25 in 
every church; Associational VBS Clinic in 
February; promote Simultaneous Crusade of 
Southern Baptists in 1955; emphasize the 
need of more New Testament preaching on 
Regeneration, Salvation, New Birth, Church, 
Baptism, Lord’s Supper, and the necessity 
of being a full Cooperating Baptist; A W. 
M. U. in every church; promote attendance 
at Training Union and a study course in 
every church.

—R. J. Sedberry, Jr. 
Associational Clerk
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JESSE DANIEL, Secretary

State Planning Meeting
State Planning meeting was held in Nash

ville, August 27-28. State and associational 
representatives set worthy goals. Many of 
the associational leaders told how they plan 
to carry this full program out to every 
church in the association. Tennessee’s goal 
for “A Million More in ’54” is 85,000. Ten
nessee has unlimited possibilities for reach
ing this objective.

Below are figures by departments of the 
estimated Sunday school enrolment and un
reached in Tennessee. These figures were 
taken from 1953 Southern Baptist Hand
book.

♦ ♦ *

Est. % Un Enr. in % Enr.
Age Group
C. R. &

Unreached reached S. S. in S.S.

Nursery 169,029 84% 32,405 16%
Beginner 51,583 59% 36,844 41%
Primary 57,632 58% 42,171 42%
Junior 72,109 55% 58,595 45%
Int. 78,729 61% 49,717 39%
Y. P.
Adult &

244,386 84% 44,835 16%

Extension 1,222,524 88% 179,338 12%
Sunday School 1,895,992 81% 443,905 19%

Two Very Important* Meetings 
To Be Held in September

Associational Planning Meeting, 
September 15

Suggested Program
Prior to the Meeting—The associational 

Sunday school officers and the Special Com
mittee for “A Million More in ’54” should 
plan the program. Enlist as many pastors, 
educational directors, and superintendents 
as possible to tell how their churches plan 
to reach their share of the million.
7:30 Devotional—Song, Scripture Read

ing, and Prayer
7:45 Introduction of the Theme—“A Mil

lion More in ’54”
7:55 Study the Victory Card and help 

each church to outline the program 
to enrol “A Million More in ’54”

8:30 Preparation Week—(Make a check 
to see how many churches are ob
serving Preparation Week, using The 
Pull of the People as their guide
book.

8:40 “How We Plan to Reach Our Goal 
(Two five minute speeches)

8:50 CLOSING MESSAGE—“We Have 
the Message the World Needs”

9:15 Adjourn

Church Jurniturc
SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY

Tubular steel folding 
chairs . . . with molded 
plywood or form-fitting 
steel seats — noiseless, 
compact, very comfort
able. For free illustrated 
literature," write.
SOUTHERN DESK CO.

HICKORY, N. C.

Church Planning Meeting, 
September 16

Suggested Program
7:00 Meeting. of Sunday school Officers 

and Teachers (Let pastor and super
intendent lead all the Sunday school 
officers and teachers in filling in the 
suggested information on the Victory 
Card)

7:45 Song, Scripture Reading, and Prayer 
8:10 “Southern Baptists Plan to Enrol ‘A 

Million More in ’54’—Superintend
ent of Enlargement or Training

8:20 “How Our Church Plans to Reach 
our Goal”—General Superintendent 

8:30 “What Our Church Should Do in 
1954 to Help Reach a Million Peo
ple”—Pastor

9:00 Adjourn
For suggestions for both these meetings 

see leaflets “Steps to Victory” and “The As
sociation Links the Churches” issued by the 
Sunday School Department of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

♦ * *

Preparation Week
Observe Preparation Week, September 20- 

27. Study the book by J. N. Barnette, “The 
Pull of the People.” Make thorough prepa
ration for launching your program the first 
Sunday in October.

Have You Considered the Cost?
J. P. Edmunds

One of the major weaknesses of Southern 
Baptists is idle man-power. It is costing 
from 30 to 40 per cent in efficiency, in 
Christian witnessing, and missionary giving. 
Unless we can reactivate this unused power 
our churches will be greatly weakened.

A few weeks ago I drove my car into 
a garage, a dissatisfied customer. One look 
under the hood and the mechanic said, 
“No wonder you’re dissatisfied. Your car 
is capable of developing 140 horse power, 
but two of your cylinders are idle, and 
your motor is only 75 per cent efficient. 
Those two idle cylinders are costing you 
money in mileage and performance.”

Yes, we do something about idle horse 
power. We take our cars to the garage. 
But, what about the idle man-power in our 
churches? For instance, we have 7,634,493 
church members, but 2,343,789, almost a 
third, are non-resident members. They are 
not enlisted. We cannot find many of them. 
They are lost to our churches as far as serv
ing and witnessing are concerned.

Perhaps, if we should consider what this 
idle man-power is costing our churches, 
the Kingdom, and the individuals them

selves, we would do more to reactivate this 
unused power.

1. This idle man-power cost Southern 
Baptists more than 110,000 new converts 
last year. Since these 2,343,789 church 
members are non-resident, perhaps we may 
assume that the majority of them were not 
active soul-winners. If they were active in 
their churches, their witness would have 
helped Southern Baptists win another 110,- 
000 to Christ last year. This figure is based 
on the ratio of baptisms to membership in 
Southern Baptist churches last year.

2. This idle man-power cost Southern 
Baptists more than 76 million dollars in total 
gifts last year. This figure is arrived at by 
multiplying 2,343,789 by $32.48, the per 
capita gifts of Southern Baptists last year. 
We are assuming again that as non-resident 
members they contributed little or nothing 
to their churches. This unrealized money 
would have gone far in extending the King
dom of God in thousands of communities.

3. This idle man-power cost Southern 
Baptists more than 14 million dollars in 
mission gifts. Since this represents almost 
a third of our total mission gifts last year, 
it can be seen that Southern Baptists might 
have undertaken one-third more in mission 
work last year if this idle man-power had 
been reactivated and challenged to support 
the missionary program of their churches.

4. This idle man-power cost Southern 
Baptists at least a million in Sunday school 
enrolment. Perhaps even more, for their 
presence in the Sunday school and then- 
work in the interest of Sunday school attend
ance would have insured the presence of 
thousands of others. The cost to these in
dividuals in Bible knowledge and Christian 
growth is even more tragic and is further 
evidence of the tremendous cost of this 
unused power.

These are only a few of the material costs 
of this idle man-power. There is also a 
spiritual cost, not only to Southern Bap
tists but to the unenlisted church members 
themselves. It is the exception for one to 
grow spiritually who habitually absents him
self from his church. It is a spiritual cost 
which might easily bankrupt the individual 
as far as his Christian witness and usefulness 
are concerned.

Transfer Church Membership Week, to 
be observed by Southern Baptists the week 
of September 13-20, is an effort to revitalize 
this idle man-power in our churches. God’s 
love and care are not beyond the reach of 
Christians anywhere. They can worship and 
serve Him wherever they may be, even as 
non-resident members. But, do they? The 
evidence that they do not is so overwhelm
ing that churches should unite in this Con
vention-wide effort to reclaim the sheep 
that have wandered astray.

5,000 S WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture cal
endars, greeting cards. Good commission. 
Send for free catalog and price-list

George W. Ndble, The Christian Co. 
Dept D, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago, 5, III.
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MISS MARY MILLS, Executive Sec’y-Treas.

The Dunaways in Africa
Dear friends:

We wanted to celebrate July 4, by moving 
into our new house, but the finishing touches 
were not finished, so our plans had to be 
postponed. With only a handful of laborers 
to do the work that required any skill, the 
details of the building go very slowly. Just 
to think of running water and real sinks 
makes my heart go pit-a-pat! Archie has 
built a square, concrete overhead tank that 
holds 400 gallons of water. With a hand 
pump on our cistern, the water goes to this 
tank and we are, thereby, supplied with run
ning water to the house. Next week the 
cistern will be ready to catch rain water. 
Perhaps we will ready to move within two 
weeks. Thanks to you all for your Lottie 
Moon gifts that has made such a lovely 
home as ours possible.

Our annual mission meeting begins Au
gust 10th at Shaki. Archie and I are to 
entertain at least sixteen of them, perhaps 
more. That means that we, and our guests, 
will be “camping” so to speak. We look 
forward always to mission meeting, but 
especially this year because it is to be in 
Shaki for the first time in our history.

Many of you have asked recently about 
our baby Moses. For those of you who are 
not acquainted with him, he is a little fel
low whose teeth began coming in contrary 
to Ibariba ideas of what is normal, and he 
was thrown away to become slave to the 
Fulani people of a village far into the bush 
from Okuta. That is the Ibariba custom 
concerning their babies whose teeth appear 
before they are nine months of age. It so 
happened that Moses was one of my finest 
baby clinic babies, and when I missed him 
at the clinic I learned of his sad plight. 
After calling his parents to our home and 
talking with them, they admitted that they 
had not wanted to part with their baby. Fear 
of what their people would cause to happen 
to them should they keep him had forced 
them to dispose of him. They revealed to 
us where they had taken him and they 
agreed to let us have him. Since that day, 
Moses has been ours.

Pastor Thomas and his wife opened their 
hearts and their home to him when they 
learned that we had taken him. You will 
not see a healthier, happier little boy any
where. He is a part of our family and 
theirs. We celebrated his first birthday in 
April. Our hearts fill with joy as we see 
this child’s mother, father and three brothers 
attend our church every Sunday morning 
as they have been daing recently.

While we are struggling along to learn this 
language, Mary Margaret is grasping it in 
leaps and bounds, leaving us like “babes 
in the woods.” The fact that she plays 
with Yoruba and Ibariba children every 
day encourages her to speak their languages 
and also to do many of the things they do.

It was only the day before yesterday I dis
covered my cook roasting a cricket in our 
oven. I soon learned that Mary Margaret 
has asked him to cook it for her. I must 
admit that it did smell delicious, and from 
what Mary Margaret said, it must have 
tasted pretty good. These large African 
crickets are considered a delicacy!

There are at least ten new converts for 
Bible and doctrine classes now in prepara
tion for church membership. We hope to 
begin the classes in the immediate future. 
Attendance at our Sunday services con
tinues averaging between 60 and 70. The 
spirit of our services is most encouraging. 
We are assured continually that the Lord 
is with us. Some of you might be interested 
also to know that we treated an average of 
32 patients daily last year. The total num
ber of cases treated was 1,351. During the 
year 250 babies were added to our baby 
clinic. The total attendance at services was 
10,150.

At this point I cannot say definitely 
whether the outlook for our maternity work 
is encouraging or not, but somehow, I be
lieve that it is. Only a week ago my mid
wife helper and I, along with Pastor Thomas, 
as interpreter, went by bicycle nine miles 
into the bush to help a woman who was very 
near death’s door. That night after fighting 
against death, we walked home the nine 
miles. It was necessary to make another 
visit to the woman the following day but 
with the help of Miss Gardner, her jeep, 
and Miss Frances Hammett, who came from 
Shaki, the trip was considerably easier. The 
Lord blessed our efforts and today the 
woman and her baby are well.

My Yoruba midwife is a fine, Christian 
young girl, and she is doing her part to be
friend and encourage the Ibaraba women. 
She is also helping our baby clinic to grow.

Next Saturday, July 11th, is John- 
Archie’s birthday. Since he seems to be 
allergic to wheat, we haven’t decided what 
to substitute for the cake. Mary Margaret 
says we should make his cake anyway, and 
she will eat it for him! John Archie is a 
husky little fellow, brimming over with 
energy all the time.

Last week we made a trip to Lagos to 
buy food for the Mission meeting. We 
thought our eyes were deceiving us when we 
saw Coca Cola signs everywhere. Yes, dark 
Africa has cokes now! We have gone 
modern! Will the day ever come when we 
can say “Yes, Dark Africa has Christ now! 
We have gone Christian”?

With much love,
Margaret, Archie, Mary Margaret 
John Archie Dunnaway 
Baptist Mission
Okuta, via Shaki 
Nigeria, West Africa 
July 4, 1953

R.A. Secretary
Commended

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—(BP)—J. I. 
Bishop, Convention-wide Royal Ambassador 
secretary, resigned recently to complete 
work at the seminary on his doctorate, Miss 
Juliette Mather, editorial secretary, Woman’s 
Missionary Union, announced.

“In the ten years that he has been Con
vention-wide Royal Ambassador secretary, 
the number of chapters and the number of 
members have doubled. He has prepared a 
new guide for Royal Ambassador coun
selors, which is just off the press. He has 
developed the work so that there are full- 
time Royal Ambassador secretaries in four
teen states of the Convention,” Miss Mather 
said.

Louisiana "Baptist Message" 
Switches to Offset
Printing

ALEXANDRIA, La.—(BP)— The Bap
tist Message, Louisiana Baptist state paper, 
was moved fro^i the Shreveport Journal’s 
printing plant t0 the offset plant of Opelou
sas Daily World recently, according to Fin
ley W. Tinnin, editor.

“We are endeavoring to conform as much 
as possible to the format we have had for 
many years. Since, however, types differ in 
printing plants, there necessarily will be 
some changes in the appearance of the 
paper.

“The Daily World is an offset printing 
plant and this method of printing is some
what different from straight type plants. 
In offset printing plants pictures are not 
printed from cuts or mats, but from pictures 
themselves. Offset printing, which is a com
paratively new development in printing, is 
attractive, especially where pictures are con
cerned,” Tinnin said.
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Third Church, Murfreesboro, is going out 
of one building program and into another 
building project. The latest project is a new 
auditorium which may be started this fall. 
Wendell Price is pastor.

V/. Alvis Strickland, 2635 Nolensville Road, Nashville, Tennessee

First Church, Lafayette, had a highly suc
cessful Stewardship Revival in August ac
cording to Pastor Greer Garrott. The cam
paign, was led by E. C. Sisk, Lebanon.

An August youth revival at First Church, 
Fayetteville, was led by Bill Guthrie and 
Paul Robertson. The revival promotion com
mittee was composed of Ramona Hall, 
Beverly Sue Pitts, Elgan Brooks, and Lynn 
Bolles.

Leon Heibeck supplied at First Church, 
Lewisburg, while Carl Allen was leading a 
revival at Heibeck’s Calvary Church, Shelby
ville.

There were seven additions by baptism 
and five by letter in a recent revival at 
Seventh Church, Nashville. John C. Huff
man, Gallatin, was the evangelist and Frank 
Druery, Belmont College, led the music.

Dewey Roach, Portland, is in the mission 
business again. This time he held a mission 
revival at Bethpage, Bledsoe Association. 
There are about a thousand people in this 
community without a Baptist church. 
Brother Roach and Harold King, Bledsoe 
missionary, are planning to lead these peo
ple to organize a church.

The pulpit committee for First Church, 
Lebanon, is as follows: Phil Donnell, Carl 
Chaney, Bernie Haley, Walter Smithwick, 
Jr., Mrs. Leon Hardy, C. C. Jennings, and 
Elmer Woolard.

Westview Church, Cookeville, was led in 
a revival, August 23-September 3, by Ray 
H. Dean, First Church, Middleton, Ky. 
Brother V. R. Butler is the Westview pastor.

Members of First Church, Morrison, were 
forced by increased attendance to move into 
a new building even before it was com
pleted. Pastor W. L. Brown says, “We are 
going to need more room even before we 
get the present program completed. Truly 
the Lord is blessing us.”

J. N. Barnette, Baptist Sunday School 
Board, teaches his book, “The Pull of the 
People,” in his own church, Belmont 
Heights, Nashville, during Preparation 
Week, September 20-25.

Oak Hill Church, William Carey Associa
tion, has reorganized its Training Union 
and added four new unions. The people 
have a mind to work and plans are being 
made to build a pastor’s home in the near 
future.

Some time ago Hiram LeMay, Concord 
Church, near Nashville, picked up the phone 
to call Raymond Cooledge inviting him to 
lead in a fall revival. Before LeMay could 
dial, however, he heard Coiledge’s voice 
saying, “Is that you Hiram? I’m calling to 
invite you to hold the fall meeting at Mt. 
View.” Neither knew of the other church’s 
plans.

Flintville, William Carey Association, is 
in the process of erecting a new building. 
The education unit will be completed by the 
time this column goes to press.

First Church, Shelbyville, Pitt Woodruff, 
pastor, has elected a Building Planning 
Committee charged with responsibility for 
projecting a ten-year expansion program for 
the church.

Brother Dan Lawler, former pastor of 
Harsh Chapel Church, Nashville, reports 
his new mission work at Milan has had 
wonderful growth in the brief time since it 
was begun.

Miss Marian Penuel, "First Church, Mur
freesboro, has spent the Summer under ap
pointment by the Home Mission Board to 
work with Brother and Mrs. Crenshaw 
among the Seminole Indians of southern 
Florida. She has written of increased ac
tivity and response among the Christians 
there.

Ivy Chapel, Nashville, has Sunday school 
on Wednesday night. However, it doesn’t 
count on the record because it is a demon
stration class designed to show how a class 
should operate on Sunday morning.

B. Allen Benson, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, has been secured as music mis
sionary by First Church, Fayetteville. He 
will serve in this capacity for Giles County 
and William Carey Associations.

The pride and joy of Park Avenue 
Church, Nashville, is a new Standard Cradle 
Roll Department. Mrs. Howard Mattox is 
superintendent.

New Salem Association has purchased a 
projector to be used in the promotion of the 
associational mission program in local 
churches, and on special occasions.

First Church, Shelbyville, E. Pitt Wood
ruff, pastor, will be led in a November re
vival by Evangelist A. C. Walker of South 
Africa and Singer C. C. Elsey of Aurora, 
Missouri.

Pastor William Roger Sharrock, Etickman 
Church, suffered the loss of an eye as a re
sult of an automobile accident during the 
summer. At last report, Brother Sharrock 
was improving rapidly and back at work.

“The people had a mind to work” de
scribes the activities of the Plunketts Creek 
Church. The church grounds have been 
cleaned and a new coat of paint has gone on 
the building. Brother Phocian Gibbs is 
leading in a fine way.

Pastor- and Mrs. John M. Sykes on re
turning from vacation were given a re
ception August 23 by members of First 
Church, Cookeville. The highlight of the 
occasion was the opening and dedication of 
the new church lounge to be used for youth 
meetings, conferences, fellowship hours, 
prayer meetings and other group meetings 
of the church.

Editor Richard N. Owen of the Baptist 
and Reflector supplied the pulpit of First 
Church Nashville while Pastor W. F. Powell 
preached August 23 at Ridgecrest, N. C.

FALL REVIVALS: Magness Memorial 
Church, McMinnville, H. Curtis Erwin, pas
tor, Don Pinson, evangelist. . . . Pulaski, 
First Church, J. Clark Hensley, pastor, L. 
M. Sipes, evangelist. . . . Lockeland Church, 
Nashville, James Gregg, pastor, Dewey 
Roach, evangelist. . . . First Church, Mur
freesboro, Robert L. Palmer, pastor, Chester 
Swor, evangelist. . . . First Church, Cowan, 
William Foote, pastor, W. Alvis Strickland, 
evangelist. . . . Third Church, Murfrees
boro, Wendell Price, pastor, Curtis Erwin, 
evangelist.

We are glad to get the report that Rev. 
Joe Harting, a former pastor at Browns
ville and at Old Hickory in this state, is 
enjoying much improved health and is now 
available for supply work. Brother Harting, 
whose address is Kevil, Kentucky, Route 
4, recently supplied pulpits in Paducah and 
Wycliffe, Kentucky and also in Arkansas.

Page 12 Baptist and Reflector



attendances and additions to the churches
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30,1953

Church
Sunday Training Addi- 
School Union tlons Church

Sunday Training Addi- 
School Union tions

Alamo, First ___  244 75
Alcoa, Calvary ..... ...........................  276 109

First ............................    323 120
Athens, Antioch ......    14u 35

East ......................................................... 496 163
First ...........................  600 217
West End Mission _.................... _ 90 56
Calhoun _____  94 34
Calvary ...............   363 75
Cambria _____________________  18 23
Clearwater ___ _____ ________ __ — 132 46
Coghill .................................................... 80 56
Conasauga ............................... -...... — 30 18
Cotton Port............ -............................. 81
Double Springs ................................... 52 39
Eastanalle ....... _..... —.......................— 70 40
Englewood ............... — 207 87
Etowah, East ........    60
Etowah, First .......... -____ ________ 358 143
Etowah, North .............   417 181
Etowah, West....... ......   73
Good Field ............................    94 53
Good Springs ........  117 51
Idlewild . _________________   74 45
Lake View ______________________ 160 71
McMahan Calvary _________  74 21
Mt. Harmony No. 1 _________   92 50
Mt. Harmony No. 2 . ................   74 42
Mt. Verd ..............................     44 38
New Bethel ........  95
New Zion ....................................   85 45
Niota, East ................._...................... 150 70
Niota, First ..........  -.......  174 60
Oak Grove ______________________ 104 __
Old Salem  41
Pond Hill  148 62
Riceville ________________________ 99 55
Rocky Mount —................... _.............. 37 19
Rodgers Creek 68 __
South Liberty  59 39
Union Grove, McMinn __________  66 51
Union McMinn__________  104
West View 45 35
Wild Wood _______________ 99 53
Zion Hill ........     47

Auburntown, Auburn ...........  120 77
Bolivar, First 272 78
Bristol, Calvary  330 106

Tennessee Avenue_______________ 477 143
Carthage, First___  278 165
Chattanooga, Avondale ___________ 656 188

Brainerd  737 255
Cedar Hill ______________________ 263
Concord  274 85
East 330 72
Eastdale  435 144
East Lake  660 163
East Ridge ______________________ 545 157
First 1027 252
McCarty 107 52
Middle Valley 151 80
Red Bank _______________________ 831 291
Ridgedale 591 185
Ridgeview _______________________ 222 59
Second 201 59
Whitwell, First  204 66

Clarksville, First _________________ 511 163
Cleveland, Big Spring 271 140

Waterville  139 84
First  622 176
North 187 74

Clinton, First 504 154
Second  460 101

Columbia, First 496 189
Godwin Chapel 61
Highland Park 228 132

Cookeville, West View  239 91
Corry ton, Atkin ---------   199 122
Dyersburg, First___________________  650 210
Elizabethton, Immanuel 186 78

Siam  236 143
Fountain City, Beaver Dam --------- 137 84

Central_________  1015 268
Hines Valley Mission  53 33

Fowlkes ___________________________ 147 102
Gallatin, First ___________________  518 93
Gleason, First ............   164 21
Goodlettsville, Union Hill  163 69
Grand Junction, First _____________ 97 46
Hampton, Ritter Town ------------------- 152 92
Harriman, South _________________  460 239

Trenton Street _________________ 499 108
Hendersonville, New Hope ------------- 133 76
Humboldt, Antioch 241 97

First ____  548 170
Jackson, Calvary __________   534 186

First....... ................    848 162
Johnson City, Unaka Avenue ............. 251 109
Kenton, Macedonia _______________ 89 67
Kingsport, Cedar Grove ....... — 164 72

First ____________________________  647 149
Orebank ..............   647 149
Glenwood  349 113
Lynn Garden------------------------------ 413 119

Knoxville, Alice Bell ------------ 164 71
Bell Avenue ------------------------------ 832 336
Broadway —.......... -.......—...................  1174 427
Calvary ............    217 96
First ____________________________  842 142
Inskip ........ —--------------------- ---- - 491 162
Lincoln Park------------------------------- 909 224
Sevier Heights -------------------------- 612 239
South  615 212

LaFollctte, East _____ _____________ 104 28
First ............... ...................... 303

Lawrenceburg, First .............................. 330 112 2
. •• • Lebanon, Fairview ................................ 265 76

3 First .................................... .............. 518 169 2
2 Southside .............. .............................. . 92 56
4 Immanuel ............................................ 224 98 ' 1

.... Rocky Valley ......... ... 56 42
10 Lenoir City, First .... ..................... 561 147 3
.... First Avenue . . 189 63 1
.... Kingston Pike .......  ........ . 21 20

6 Nelson Street Mission .......... 97
... . Second ... ....... ........................ 100 28 1
. “ — — Lewisburg, First .................. ................ 531 147

Loudon, First . ... ... ....................... 344 95
1 Mission ....... . ........ ................ 90

•-- Martin, Central .................... . 281 81 4
— — First .............. ... ..................... . . 302 71
—— Malcsus ... ..................................... 168 8313 McKenzie, First 302 142— McMinneville, Magness Memorial .. 388 96 2.... Maryville, Everett Hills _____ ____ 388 182 2— First ...........     .... 920 306 7

Medina .... ..................................... 236 125 102 Memphis, Ardmore .. . . . 434 103 6_— Bartlett .............................. 283 153 3—- Barton Heights ............................... . 205 93 3—— Bellevue ....... ....... 2807 1190 14-— Bcrclair ....................................... 670 232 10—— Beverly Hills ___ .... 242 68 3... « Boulevard .............................................. 895 227
Brunswick ........................ 140 62
Brooks Road . .................... 33 4.... Buntvn Street ........................... 280 94 2W ■ ■ ■ Calvarv ........................ .. ....... 280 94 2
Central Avenue ........................... 1000 355 8—- Charjean Mission .... ....... 329 180 3
Cherokee Mission ...... 368 181 5

A Colonial Mission ..................... 72 24 De Sota Heights 166 82
Elliston Avenue .. . ....... 23
Eudora _____ —............................. 262 86 4
Fairlawn ... .............................. 104 50 2
Egypt ................................................ 172 102 1
First 1008 196 1— Forest Hill ______ __  ____ 89 34

' 1 Fravser ______  _____________ 540 160 1
Glenview ................................ 81 46 4—- Graham Heights .............................. 114 59.... Highland Heights 1213 523 138

5
1

LaBelle .................... ...................... 774 283
Mission .... .......................... .. 43 28
Lamar Heights ................................... 787 205 4.— Leawood .......... ................... 554 18

~2 
1 
6

Longview Heights __ ______ ____ 316 110
Malcomb Avenue ... ... .......... ........... 244 96 2
McLean ___ ________ _____  . 448 154
Merton Avenue ................ ........ ..... 600 214 912

2 Millington ........ .................. ............... . 436 193 4
Mt. Pisgah __________ _______ 157 105

A Mullins Station ____ __________ 68 404
7 National Avenue ............................ . 407 118 4
2 Park Avenue ............. ............... ....... 538 169

Poplar Avenue _________ ____ 370 149 8
~1

8
Prescott Memorial ................. ........ 654 145 3
Riverside .................... .................... . 110 68
Rugby Hills . ...... .................. 178 79 6

1 New Seventh Street ........................ 432 156 4X
3 Old Seventh Street ..... ...... ...... ..... 203 111 4

Southland . ................. ........................ 211 93 5
2
1
1

Southmoor ______ ___ ___ ___ _ 146 81 6
Sylvan Heights ......... ..... .......... ...... . 540 173
Temple .......... ......................... ............ . 1284 347
Trinity . ............................... ...... $25 367 4

~1
3

Union Avenue ............. ............... . 1082 270 1
Whitehaven . ___________ ___ 422 94 6
Winchester _____ _____ _____ _____ 406 167 27

'2 Milan, First ___________ _ 393 154 1
North Side Mission .......................... 80 37 1—- - Morrison, First ..................................... .. 106 80

Morristown, First ................ .................. 746 164 1
“5 Buffalo Trail ______ __ ______ 110 69 8

Murfreesboro, First .................. ........... 551 131 5— Calvary ......... ... .............................. 64
1
2
6

Mt. Herman ........................ ................ 113 95
Mt. View ............ ............... 176 63
Powell’s Chapel . .... ...... ............... 96 82
Woodbury Road _________ 131 49

1 Nashville, Belmont Heights ................. 959 273 2
6 Antioch .................................................. 100 44
1 Glenwood______ ...._______ ______ _ 183 71 i

Jordonia _____________ - ...... 34
Madison Street Mission ............ . 106 26----
Donelson ________________________ 497 2

~i 
1

Eastland ___________________ ___ _ 86 38
Fairview .......................... ............... ........ 56 28 1
Glendale ....... ........................................ 170 46 2
Grace ........................................ .............. 859 239 3
Hermitage ............................................. 90 66

“2
A

Inglewood _____ _______ _______ _ 960 219 1
State School _____ _______________ 502

0 Judson ........................... ......................... 744 172 '1
1 Lockeland ..... ............................... . ....... 570 137 8

Seventh ___ _____________________ 231 84 24 0 Spring Hill ..................... .. ................... 55 372 Tennessee Home _________ _____ _ 225 1892 Westwood ..... ........ ........ ...... ......... ...... 226 108 2
Woodmont.......... ................ ...... ....... . 487 1265

A New Market, Pleasant Grove _____ 100 84
4 Newport, Bethel _____ _____ ___ __ __ 130 65

English Creek __________________ 82 61
3 First ___________________________ 393 169

Book Store Shifts 
In Managerships

Miss Eula Stotts, former manager of the 
Baptist Book Store in Memphis, has been 
succeeded in that capacity by Miss Virginia 
Martin, a native of Halls, and former res
ident of Memphis. She comes from the 
managership of the Baptist Book Store in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Miss Martin has had a rich background 
experience in the field of religious education 
having served with the Central Church, 
Jacksonville, Texas; and First Church, Port 
Arthur, Texas and with Lockeland Church, 
Nashville, before coming to the Sunday 
School Board’s Sunday School Department.

Miss Stotts has been transferred to the 
managership of the Oakland California Bap
tist Book Store, succeeding Miss Lizzie 
Waite who is on special assignment now in 
Nashville with the Book Store Department 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board.

Pastor L. Arthur Walker of the Baptist 
Church at Evarts, Kentucky announces that 
Evangelist Jim Baker of Riceville, Tennessee 
will preach in their revival September 27- 
October 9. Evarts Church, now with 392 
members, recently observed Pastor Walker’s 
third anniversary with them. During this 
time 178 new members have been received. 
Brother Walker is to assist Pastor O. Doyle 
Denny and the Black Oak Church at Clinton 
in this state October 12-23. He was pastor 
of Tennessee churches at Spring City and 
Concord while a student at Carson Newman 
College and more recently served Broadway 
Church of Richmond, Kentucky.

A

A SCHOOL OF
STEWARDSHIP

Oak Ridge, Central ______ ____ ___ 346 111 1
Robertsville .............--------------------- 600 193 11

Old Hickory, First ..........................—. 588 212 — —
Rayon City __ ___________________ 87 56 ■■■■
Temple --------------------------------------- 244 137 — .

Paris, West -------------------------------- 262 74 --- -
Philadelphia ...... -............... —....... .. 178 46 2
Portland, First ----------------------------- 266 ——

South Side ..................    _ 14 ....
Theatre Mission ............ __...... ... 24 — ww

Raleigh ........... —............ .......................... 501 201 2
Rockwood, First ..............-......—..... 443 155

Whites Creek ....................................... 88 61 ....
Rutledge, Oakland -------------------------- 120 41 —■■■
Sevierville ------------------------- -.............. 536 152 5
Shelbyville, First ----- -------------------- 389 81 1
Somerville, First ..................................... 261 156 1
Sweetwater, First -------------------------- 418 113 4
Tullahoma, Highland ............................ 150 94

Rutledge Falls _................................. 200 83 .. .
Union City, First .............-............... — 624 101 1
Watertown, Round Lick ......... ...... ..... 201 99
Westmoreland, First __________  - 32 13 3

Mission .. ______ _ 23
301Winchester, First .......... —...... 96
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{tytiytian in ^^li^tian
by Dr. A. U. Boone

In the days of my youth I was deeply 
interested in sacred music. In the songs I 
find language so beautiful; the tunes so sweet 
and sublime; the great truths so holy and 
comforting that I sometimes wondered if 
they were not inspired. However, after 
careful investigation and thought, I was sure 
that no words could be found so divine and 
authoritative as those in the Book of Books. 
Here is an interesting statement from the * 
Apostle Paul who was very closely associ
ated with our Lord, “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, etc” (2 Tim. 3:16). 
When the writers of the New Testament 
used the word scripture, they were referring 
to the books of the Old Testeament. In that 
scripture we have signs and symbols, proph
ecies and promises concerning the better 
days to come. In the New Testament we 
have the fulfillment of these type shadows 
and eternal realities.

I think we can be comforted as we find 
in ouf songs the same truths as in the in
spired words. Indeed it may not be far 
from the facts to say that hymns are made 
up of gospel truth set to music.

In the singing of our hymns we enter a 
door of great opportunity and responsi
bilities. Among the many exercises of these 
privileges we may notice particularly three 
of great importance—first, the element of 
praise. I remember in earlier days that the 
long meter doxology was generally the last 
on the program of Sunday morning worship, 
a fitting climax of that blessed hour. In 
later days I found that the same music was 
the beginning expression of the same holy 
hour. This is in accord with the first ex
pression in the Bible—“In the beginning, 
God.” If one will read the Psalms he will 
find that the singers of that day made 
prominent and dominant the praise to Al
mighty God. Our modern hymn books have 
fittingly given us other expressions of 
Thanksgiving and Adoration.

The second exercise I note here, is prayer. 
I have no statistics concerning this matter, 
but I believe that most of the prayers of 
this day are in the songs we sing. For that 
reason we should be very careful when we 
come to that sacred opportunity. A prayer 
is a prayer whether it is spoken with or 
without a tune.

The third exercise in our devotion is the 
opportunity to preach the gospel, “We Love 
To Tell The Story,” and it should be remem
bered that there is power in the words and 
spirit of these sacred verses.

Sometimes church music is thought of as 
an entertainment and I have no doubt that 
through this medium much good has been 
accomplished. In reading the stories of our 
great city missionaries we find they were 
drawn to some evangelistic meeting by the 
sound of the gospel in song. However, let 
it be remembered that our music is not pri
marily to entertain but to praise God. When 
I was a pastor we frequently gave a musical 

recital and I always insisted that these be 
made up largely of secular music. I wanted 
it distinctly understood that there is a dif
ference between a show and divine service.

Now we come to the heart of the matter 
which is suggested by our general subject. 
There is a Christian Unity in Christian 
songs. I attended the Southern Baptist Con
vention in its session of 1890. I do not 
remember very many things about that meet
ing but I think the thing that impressed me 
most was the annual sermon delivered by a 
great preacher, whose name I have forgotten 
—but I can never forget his theme. It was 
closely akin to this portion of our paper. 
He gave us the names of a number of hymn 
writers and spoke of how different they 
were in ages and many respects, but he said, 
they were all in the spirit of unity as they

r irst Baptist Church, Springfield, Missouri. Architects: W. T. and R. W. Vahlberg

American upholstered individual chairs 
for churches

Dignified beauty for the church, 
and individual comfort for each 
worshipper are among the benefits 
gained from American Uphol
stered Individual Chairs. The con
venience of the lifting seats facili
tates easy passing. Many chair 
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wrote. I think we can agree and observe 
that these verses were within the bounds 
of faith, hope and love. Suppose we collect 
the hymn books of various evangelical 
Christians and look carefully over the pages 
—we will find that at least 75% of all the 
hymns of all of them could be used by any 
of these denominations. It may be that my 
estimate is a little high, but I am sure that 
it is remarkable as to their Christian unity 
in purpose and light.

We hope that no one will think there is 
any difference to any of the great doctrines 
and duties of Christian people. We are to 
observe all the things which He has com
manded.

This unity has not been ordained by any 
association, convention, presbytery or any 
organic body. It is made up of those who 
accept our Lord with his grace and light. 
Whatever may be true, and many things are 
true, we must remember these words of the 
master—“I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture (John 10-9).

styles, end designs, and upholstery 
colors are available to harmonize 
with architecture and to fit all 
budgets. You and your architect 
are invited to consult with us; 
our extensive engineering services 
are available without obligation.
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Pride—A Pitfail for Churches

There is reason to be distressed over the 
attitude of a small but increasing number 
of churches in our land who have obviously 
been encouraged in a corporate pride that 
is hardly in keeping with the spirit of 
Christ’s teachings.

Many church bulletins from our own 
and. other Southern states come to this 
editor’s desk. There is to be observed a 
growing use of mottoes and slogans, many 
of which are in the very best taste. Some 
of these slogans, however, set forth a char
acteristic or attribute of the church in such 
a way as to lay claim to uniqueness and to 
imply that no other church so possesses the 
quality being emphasized.

We all put a decidedly low estimate on 
the spirituality of an individual who re
peatedly talks of his own spirituality. We 
realize well the sinfulness of personal pride. 
Is corporate pride any less sinful? Is it any 

«more Christian for a church to brag about 
its spirituality or fellowship or possessions 
or achievements than for an individual to 
do it? Is there not the danger of a church 
encouraging spiritual pride on the part of 
its members and leaving them free of any 
sense of personal guilt simply because they 
have been saying “we” instead of “I”?

Spiritual pride is dangerous, on what
ever level it is allowed to develop. Churches 
will do well to check carefully the wording 
of their slogans and publicity and pastors 
the wording of their praise and promotion.

It seems possible that if Jesus were teach
ing today in some few churches whose bul
letins we have read He might paraphrase 
one of His well known parables to read:

And he spake this parable unto certain 
churches which thought too much of them
selves that they were superior, and felt 
for a condescending pity toward others:

Two churches made preparation to wor
ship, the one a great (?) self-confident con
gregation, and the other an humble sin- 
conscious group.

The great (?) congregation prayed thus 
with itself, “God, we thank thee that we 
are not as other churches are, understaffed, 
overcrowded, poorly located, weakly fi
nanced or even as this struggling group.

“We provide the best trained leadership, 
the most comfortable surroundings, the most 
persuasive minister, the most popular 
church and a fellowship in which it is easy 
for everyone to think well of himself.”

And the humble group, standing afar off 
in the edge of the city, would not lift up 
so much as one of its achievements before 
God as it prayed, falling upon its knees and 
saying, “God, continue thy mercy to us 
sinners-saved-by-grace and let us in simple 
earnestness love others as thou hast loved 
us.”

I tell you, this church went out before 
lost souls justified rather than the other: 
for all those that exalt themselves shall be 
abased; and they who humble themselves 
shall be exalted. Editor W. G. Stracener, 
Florida Baptist Witness
Thursday, September 10, 1953
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New Students Welcomed
Some 140 people greatly enjoyed the 

social which was tendered the new students 
arriving at Harrison-Chilhowee Academy 
August 18. The B.S.U. welcoming commit
tee met incoming students at the bus stop 
and the school truck brought them to the 
academy.
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