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Clarksville—Steel framework shows to the left on a Sunday morning as worshippers come from 
First Church of this city. Underway is a $423,000 building program providing for 1,000 in its Sun
day School. The completed structure, which will include a chapel as well as educational unit, will 
be in white stone matching the sanctuary seating 1,000 shown at the right. The chapel (not 
shown) is under construction to the left of the portion of the building project pictured. Coming to 
the pastorate in January 1951, Paul G. Kirkland has led this Church in a program of great expan- 

*

sion. First Church, Clarksville, joins other Tennessee and Southern Baptist churches in providing 
additional facilities to reach and teach “A Million More in ’54.”



by Richard N. Owen
II

The Faith that Upholds

“Why are you a member of your church?” By all rights that question should be faced 
by every church member, though some people might be too polite to tackle you with it, 
and other might not think the question important enough to ask.

It has been charged that our age lacks, more than anything else, strong, personal con
victions. Apart from clear-cut convictions none can be a power for good nor stand in the 
storm. You may hold an opinion, but only convictions can hold you. Unless your faith
upholds, it is unworthy to hold up.

Dr. George W. Truett rightly reminded 
the Baptist World Alliance meeting in At
lanta in 1939, “Any and every religious 
denomination should be able and ready to 
give a clear reason, or reasons for its dis
tinctive faith.”

Our Reason for Being

Our reason for being is what we believe 
the Bible reveals to us. We take the will of 
Christ set forth in the Holy Scriptures as 
our guide in all matters relating to doctrine, 
polity, ordinances, worship and Christian 
living. Like an Ithuriel spear the Bible’s 
thrust lays bare the hidden nature of all 
things. Traditions, customs, creeds, rubrics 
and rituals, however pretentious, are pricked 
by this test, “What saith the Scriptures?” 
All pomp, pretense and parade disguised 
as religion are unmasked by the Holy Word 
of God. Ecclesiastical hunger for praise 
and power are utterly condemned. “Be ye 
not called Rabbi: for one is your Master, 
even Christ; and all ye are brethren,” Jesus 
said, “And call no man your father upon the 
earth: for one is your Father, which is in 
heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for 
one is your Master, even Christ. But he 
that is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased; and he that shall humble 
himself shall be exalted” (Matt. 23:8-12).

Protestants, Yet Not Protestants

We Baptists are Protestants in that we are 
non-Catholics. But we are not Protestants 
in the sense of a people who were once 
Catholics but came out of Catholicism in 
protest to certain evils and irregularities in 
the Roman Catholic Church. There is no 
man this side of apostolic times who can be 
pointed to with the statement, “Here the 
Baptists began.” Baptists existed before the 
Roman Catholic Church came into being as 
it did with Boniface Ill’s claim to supremacy 
as the “universal bishop” or “pope” in 606 
A.D. Boniface VIII 700 years later claimed 
temporal supremacy for the papacy.

Baptists claim a birthday that dates back 

to the days of Jesus and his Apostles. This 
is a broad statement to be sure. We do 
not claim an apostolic succession with 
groups wearing the name “Baptist” all the 
way down the line. But we do hold to a 
spiritural succession, a spiritual fellowship, 
down through the ages, wearing many 
names, but holding always to the same 
priceless, eternal principles: the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ; the competency of the individ
ual under the Holy Spirit, through Jesus, 
to deal directly with his Creator; freedom of 
conscience; right of private judgment; a 
free church in a free state. This heritage 
is ours today only because men and women 
through the ages endured persecution and 
suffered death to keep the faith.

Our faith can be represented by a five- 
pointed star. When Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, a glorious star drew 
wise men from the east. “And when they 
saw his star they rejoiced.” In the center 
of our star is the heart of all our faith, 
“Jesus Christ is Lord!” The sovereignty, 
the authority of Jesus Christ, God’s only 
begotten Son, is the summation of the faith 
committed to us. This faith is not our crea
tion, it is God’s gift.
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By Grace

Salvation begins with God. Redemption 
is God’s act for us. “By grace are ye saved 
through faith and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God, not of works lest any* 
man should glory.” O

“Christ is Lord.” That is the bright radj-’ 
ance with which Bethlehem’s star shines. 
So we have a Christ-centered faith, a Christ- 
centered gospel, a Christ-centered message; 
a Christ-centered mission. To get men 
Jesus Himself is our objective—to His mi 
with its illuminating discoveries; to H 
heart with its boundless compassion; to H 
character with its sinless charm and stai 
less beauty; to His story with its amazing 
suggestiveness; to His will with its quicken
ing strength; to His cross with its heart- 
subduing forgiveness and grace; to His 
empty tomb with its thrilling message of 
resurrection; to His throne from which he 
rules the ages; to His indwelling Spirit by 
which he is with us even now and for
evermore. To get all men to Christ is our 
holy desire. “Christ is Lord,” therefore 
loyalty to Him is the principle by which all 
else is tested.

Loyalty Means

You must do one of two things with your 
religion: change it, or spread it. If it isn’t ■ 
true and satisfying, you must give it up. But 
if it is true and satisfying. You must give it 
away.

At the focus of our faith is this glorious 
fact, “Christ is Lord.” That is the enhearten- 
ing heart of the star.
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That Star Shines

That star shines forth across all the dark
ness of our world. Looking at its five points 
we see each representing a tenet of our laith. 
Beginning at the topmost point and going 
clockwise, we see each star-point lighting up 
a clear-cut truth:

1. Faith in the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Following the example in baptism of 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour, who died for our 
sins.

3. Fellowship in loving service for Him 
who “went about doing good.”

4. Freedom in the spirit of God’s Son 
who sets men free.

5. Furtherance of the Kingdom of truth 
and love, of which Jesus Christ, Risen from 
the dead, is King.

The Lordship of Jesus

From the Lordship of Jesus Christ, the 
heart of our faith, the center of the star, all 
these points radiate. Every principle of our 
Baptist faith emerges from this central truth, 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Faith, we proclaim, is manifest in Jesus. 
God comes to man in Jesus. Man comes to 
God in Jesus. In Jesus, God and man meet. 
Faith is far more than cold assent to fact 
. . . even the devils believe and tremble, 
but they remain devils; for they do not 
respond to the redemptive love of God in 
Christ. Faith can never be forced. It is 
ever our free response.

Faith and force are mutually exclusive. 
Therefore we reject as wrong any and every 
form of religious coercion, pressure or per
secution. We acknowledge as faith, only 
that which is personal not proxy. We con
tend that, as no one can breathe for you. 
sleep for you, be born for you, live for you, 
die for you, so likewise in the realm of reli
gion, none can ever repent for you, believe 
for you, be born again for you, answer at 
the judgment bar for you. “Every one of 
us shall give account of himself to God” 
(Rom. 14:12).

Following Jesus’ example in baptism 
necessitates immersion of the believer in 
water. As Jesus’ baptism symbolically fore
showed his atoning work, believer’s baptism 
pictures identification with Christ in His 
atoning death, burial and resurrection. Bap
tism does not itself save, nor add to Christ’s

saving \ • k. it is an ad of obedience to 
Christ, a symool of his saving work for the 
,'>eliever. Scriptural baptism is the initial 
act of the redeemed person who begins to 
follow the example of Jesus. The saved one 
is to keep on following Jesus in all things.

The Fellowship We Seek

The Fellowship we seek is in Jesus “who 
went about doing good.” There is a rela
tionship between fellowship and organiza
tion, even as between soul and body. Fel
lowship is of the soul, while organization 
is of the body. We live in an age when 
there is more emphasis on body than soul. 
We are souls, we have bodies. Many feel 
more like saying, “I am a body, I’m not 
sure about the soul.” Today our world is 
under the spell of organization. We are 
tempted to conclude that if we can only 
get people organized, and through organiza
tion bring publicity to bear and propaganda 
and pressure, we will get our ends accom
plished. An organization can be used for 
coercion. But a fellowship can only depend 
on persuasion.

Today in our insistence on organization 
we must see the priority of fellowship. 
There is a relationship between fellowship 
and organization, like that between soul and 
body. Men can be channeled, controlled, 
coerced through organization. But a fellow
ship never includes the unwilling. Fellow
ship is more important than organization. 
Only free souls can build a free cooperative 
order. We can only have a free, socially- 
constructive society with free churches. 
This freedom is in Christ. “Where the 
spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.”

The Freedom We Claim

The Freedom we would claim for all 
men, is the gift of His spirit. Championing 
this freedom Baptists have been jailed, 
pilloried, persecuted. James Ireland of Vir
ginia was imprisoned in Culpeper jail five 
months, during which time they tried to 
poison him, to blow him up with gunpowder, 
to suffocate him with brimstone fumes. But 
he preached and wrote, dating his letters, 
‘ From My Palace in Culpeper.” John 
Weatherford also preached from his cell in 
Chesterfield jail. Extending his hands in 
loving entreaty to the unsaved, they were 
slashed to the bone. Patrick Henry inter
vened for his release from jail. Those scars 
turned many to Christ. The First Amend
ment forbidding the union of church and 
state is a part of the Bill of Rights. It came 
largely out of the plea of Baptists that reli
gion must ever be free, uncoerced.

Our First and Final Purpose

The Furtherance of such a Kingdom must 
remain our first and final purpose! Jesus 
Christ is King of kings and Lord of Lords. 
He who rose from the dead and is at the 
right hand of God is coming again to be the 
Judge of the living and the dead. In Him is 
our peace, our hope, our life, our joy. To 
Him we bear unceasing witness that He only 
is Saviour and Lord.

Art and Industry, a London trade journal, 
is concerned with a condition that is even 
now claiming the thoughtful attention 
of a considerable number of Americans. 
The intriguing question was raised in a 
current editorial: “It was recently re
peated in the daily press that some British 
workmen, who had already been paid in 
excess of an agreed rate, had demanded 
a bonus because in their opinion the job 
was well done. ... If extra payment is 
demanded for a job well done, does this 
mean that normal work, for which stand
ard rates are paid is shoddy?”

You can make almost anything out of live 
rubber, but once rubber has lost its form 
and its elasticity, it is impossible to do 
much with it. When the grace of God 
goes out of a people, they are like rubber 
which has lost its life; they are just about 
ready for history’s rubbish heap.—Arch
bishop R. J. Cushing, Information.

One hundred years ago, the typical Amer
ican workman, assuming he lived to the 
Biblical three-score-years-and-10, spent 
56 years on the job, working 72 hours a 
week, 52 weeks a year—a total of more 
than 200,000 hours. Today’s average 
workman, with modern machinery and 
equipment, works from age 19 to age 65, 
or 46 years, 40 hours a week, with 2 
week’s vacation—a total of about 92,000 
hours throughout his productive life.— 
American.

School teachers are considered the most use
ful citizens of the community, accord
ing to a nationwide survey by Elmo 
Roper. Only 10% voted for lawyers as 
the most important people in a commu
nity; 13% for the merchant; 20% for 
the mayor or some other top public of
ficial; 27% for the clergy. The school 
teacher topped them all with a vote of 
30%.—Education Digest.
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cl Otlvi Doctrinally Speaking:

OF THE SCRIPTURES

Florida Baptists to Give 
$80,000 to New Hospital

TAMPA, Fla.—(BP)—Florida Baptists in 
session here voted: to give $80,000 to the 
Southern Baptist Hospital now under con
struction at Jacksonville, to build a chil
dren’s building at Children’s Home, and to 
purchase sites for a boy’s dormitory and an 
R.O.T.C. drill ground at Stetson University, 
De Land, Florida.

The convention adopted a Cooperative 
Program goal of $1,110,000 to be divided 
50 per cent to state causes and 50 per cent 
to Convention-wide causes.

Resolutions calling on the governor of the 
state for strict enforcement of existing liquor 
control and gambling laws of the state, and 
urging the president to rescind the recent 
military order allowing sale of liquor on 
military posts were made.

Harold G. Sanders, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Tallahassee, was elected president. 
The convention will meet next year at Day
tona Beach, November 16-18.

Louisiana Baptists Adopt 
$1,011,300 Mission Goal

SHREVEPORT, La.—(BP)—Louisiana 
Baptists adopted a Cooperative Program 
goal of $1,011,300 to be divided 5716 per 
cent to state causes and 4216 per cent to 
Southern Baptist causes.

The Pelican state Baptists also voted to 
build three new buildings valued at $360,- 
000.

While in session the Baptists commended 
Governor Robert Kennon and Police Super
intendent Francis Grevemberg for their 
stand against gambling in the state of Louisi
ana.

W. L. Sewell was re-elected president. 
The convention meets in Istrouma Baptist 
Church, Baton Rouge, November 16-18, 
1954.

Oklahoma Adopts 
$1,600,000 Goal

TULSA, Okla.—(BP)—Oklahoma Bap
tists voted a $1,600,000 budget for next 
year, to be divided, after administrative de
ductions, $800,000 to state causes and 
$800,000 to Convention-wide causes.

The convention also voted to “go on 
record as favoring the erection of a home 
for aged people and to encourage gifts 
toward its ultimate reality.”

E. F. Hallock, pastor, First Church, Nor
man, was elected president for 1954. A total 
of 2,616, of which 1,361 were messengers, 
attended. Next year’s convention will be at 
First Church, Oklahoma City.

North Carolina Plans 
Building Projects

GREENSBORO, N. C.—(BP)—North 
Carolina Baptists will build a new head
quarters building in Raleigh and a student 
center at North Carolina State College, 
Raleigh. Action was taken at the annual 
state convention in session here to borrow 
in the name of the Convention an amount 
not to exceed $475,000 for the new head
quarters and $45,000 for the purchase of 
the student center.

A Cooperative Program goal of $2,200,- 
000 was voted by the convention, to be 
divided 59 per cent to state causes and 41 
per cent to Convention-wide causes.

Other convention action included, (a) 
authorization of the borrowing by three in
stitutions of the convention in the following 
amounts, $3,000,000 by Wake Forest Col
lege, $250,000 by Mars Hill College, $200,- 
000 by Campbell College. This borrowing 
to supplement other funds for building pur
poses, (b) the inclusion of the Orphanage 
in the Cooperative Program for a part of 
its support beginning in 1955, (c) provision 
for the establishment of a Department of 
Church Music in 1955.

Douglas M. Branch, Rocky Mount, was 
elected president. The convention will meet 
November 16-18, 1954, in Charlotte.

Attendance at this year’s convention 
reached 2,625.

South Carolina Baptists 
Up Mission Gift Goal

CHARLESTON, S. C.—(BP)—A Co
operative Program goal of $2,250,000 was 
adopted by South Carolina Baptists Novem
ber 10-12. The goal consists of three parts: 
(a) $240,000 for general causes, (b) $1,- 
140,500 to be divided equally between state 
and Southern Convention causes, (c) $764,- 
500 to be divided 60 per cent to state causes 
.and 40 per cent to Southern Convention 
causes.

Wallace R. Rogers, Charleston, was 
elected president of next year’s convention, 
scheduled for Greenville, November 9-11.

Attendance at this year’s convention 
reached 1,213.

Royal Ambassadors
Serve as Pages
At Tennessee Convention

Knoxville Royal Ambassadors served as 
Pages during the recent State Convention in 
Knoxville. Donald Groseclose of City View 
Church and Heymoore Schettler and Jackie 
Nanney of First Church were presented to 
the Convention during the Wednesday 
morning session by Jimmy Allen, State 
Royal Ambassador Secretary. The efficient 
work of these fine Pages was appreciated 
greatly by officers and messengers alike.

by R. Lofton Hudson

Quentin Reynolds, a famous newspaper 
reporter, recently said on a national radio 
network that if he were a dictator the first

thing he would do 
would be to burn the 
Bible.

Why has the Bible 
bad such a tremendous 
influence on men? It 
has inspired because it 
is inspired. At least, 
that is what Baptists 
believe, and we have 
believed it for a long 
time. It looks as if we 
intend to believe the

same great truth to the end of time.
We believe that the whole Book is in

spired. We do not go through with a pen 
knife cutting out passages which give us 
trouble. Why give up something good until 
we can find something better? Most of the 
men who wrote it claimed to have special 
guidance from God. Of course, Joseph 
Smith and Mohammed claimed the same. 
But look at the end result.

When men and women accept the Bible 
as God’s Word, and allow it to speak to 
their hearts, they are changed. They over
come sin, fear, tyranny, self-sufficiency, and 
selfishness in various forms. It does some
thing for men. It brings them to know God.

Put it up against any other book on earth. 
It tells us where we came from, why we are 
here, where we are going, and how to get 
there. It is not a book on philosophy, but 
has the most profound view of persons and 
things ever penned. It is not a “blue sky” 
book on how to attain this or that, yet no 
book tells men so much about how to man
age their lives. It is not a book on morals 
but it does more than give rules; it gives life. 
R. Lofton Hudson is pastor of the Wornall Road

Baptist Church, Kansas City, Missouri.

Georgia Baptists Plan 
New Building Project

MACON, Ga.—(BP)—Georgia Baptists 
at their annual convention here renewed 
authority to the Executive Committee of the 
Georgia Baptist Convention for $1,400,000 
loan for erection of a professional building 
adjoining Georgia Baptist Hospital, Atlanta.

The Georgia Baptist Foundation reported 
it now holds assets of $1,616,091, an in
crease of $284,685 over last year.

A Cooperative Program goal of $1,613,- 
000 was set to be divided 50 per cent for 
state causes and 50 per cent to Convention
wide causes.

Searcy S. Garrison, pastor, Bull Street 
Church, Savannah, was re-elected president. 
Next year’s convention will meet November 
16-18 in Augusta.

Attendance reached 3,000 this year.
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Arkansas Baptists 
To Buy Camp Site

HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—(BP)—Arkansas 
R.A.’s and G.A.’s will have a new camp. 
Final action was given the Executive Board 
to select and secure a site for the camp at 
the annual Arkansas Baptist Convention 
in session here.

A total Cooperative Program goal of 
$1,190,460 to be divided 55 per cent to 
state causes and 45 per cent to Convention
wide causes was adopted. All funds re
ceived above the Cooperative Program goal 
plus $10,000 which is designated to the 
Memorial Baptist Hospital, Memphis, Ten
nessee, will be divided 50-50 between the 
Southern Baptist Convention and capital 
needs of state institutions.

W. O. Vaught, Little Rock, was elected 
president. The convention meets next year 
in Little Rock. One thousand and one at
tended this year’s meeting.

Alabama Baptists Set 
$1,894,000 Mission Goal

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—(BP)—Alabama 
Baptists voted a 1954 Cooperative Program 
goal of $1,894,000 to be divided 54 per 
cent to state causes and 46 per cent to 
Southern Baptist causes.

Action was taken authorizing Howard 
College to borrow $1,500,000 to start build
ing on the new campus so that the college 
may move to its new site within five years, 
and if possible within three years. Over
all cost of the buildings of the minimum 
plant is estimated at $7,172,000.

Oscar A. Davis, pastor, First Church, 
Gadsden, was elected president of the con
vention, which meets next year at Mobile, 
November 16-18.

Kentucky Baptists Plan 
Board of Child Care

OWENSBORO, Ky.—Trustees of Spring 
Meadows Children’s Home and trustees of 
Kentucky Baptist Children’s Home will 
amend their charters so that, effective Janu
ary 1, 1954, the board of trustees of each 
home shall be identical with the Kentucky 
Baptist Board of Child Care. This plan 
provides an interlocking single board equally 
responsible for the affairs of each children’s 
home. Final action was taken at the annual 
convention of the General Association of 
Baptists in Kentucky.

A Cooperative Program goal of $1,700,- 
000 to be divided 58 per cent to state causes 
and 42 per cent to Convention-wide causes 
was adopted.

The Association went on record as ap
proving the setting up of a Convention of 
Southern Baptists in Ohio. The date for the 
new organization is set for January 8, 1954.

Judge Eugene F. Siler, Williamsburg, was 
re-elected moderator.
Thursday, December 3, 1953

No Curtain of Secrecy 
For Southern Baptists

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—(BP)—The fol
lowing was adopted by the Baptist state 
convention in San Antonio, recently.

“Southern Baptists have no curtain of 
secrecy behind which any clergy can hide 
on the issues of communism. Baptists have 
advocated complete religious freedom since 
the time of Christ; and are in accord with 
any sincere investigation concerning com
munism among the clergy, or in any other 
realm of religious, economic, professional, 
and other phases of life.

“Throughout religious history Baptists 
have been in the forefront of those who 
stood for free church, free state, and liberty 
of conscience. This concept is utterly in
compatible with slave ideals of communism, 
which always results in the curtailment of 
individual liberty.”

“We do not believe that blanket charges 
against the clergy or any other group is 
either factual or fair',” David M. Gardner, 
editor, Baptist Standard said. “We believe 
that any investigator who is free in giving 
the public the number of communists among 
the clergy ought to be able to give their 
names.”

“We are not foolish enough to assume 
that Baptists have never been imposed on 
by imposters. We have been, and there 
might be such among us now,” Gardner 
said, “but we assert that we do not and 
will try not to shield such unworthy char
acters from public exposure.

“We make bold to assert that it would 
‘be impossible for any person to be a Baptist 
and a communist at the same time. One 
would be forced to renounce his faith in 
Christ and the Baptist conviction of the 
dignity and freedom of the individual to 
worship God according to the dictates of his 
own conscience before he could become a 
communist.”

Virginia Baptists Adopt 
$1,760,000 Mission Goal

ROANOKE, Va.—The Baptist General 
Association of Virginia adopted a $1,760,- 
000 budget for 1954. The recommendation 
adopted is as follows: “We recommend that 
our budget for 1954 be $1,760,000; that our 
Operating Budget for 1954 be $700,000, an 
increase of $50,000 over 1953; and that our 
Capital Needs Budget be $350,000.

“We recommend that the first $800,000 
Cooperative Program distributable funds be 
divided on a 50-50 basis; then the division 
change to 75 per cent Virginia—25 per 
cent Convention-wide until we have raised 
our Operating Budget of $700,000 and 
Capital Needs Budget of $350,000; then all 
of the Cooperative Program distributable 
funds will be divided 75 per cent for Con
vention-wide and 25 per cent Virginia for 
Advance Program.”

The Association also approved federal 
legislation to permit pastors to participate 
in Social Security on voluntary basis. R. F. 
Hough was elected president for next year. 
Convention attendance was 1079.

Missouri Baptists Vote 
Two Building Projects

SEDALIA, Mo.—(BP)—Missouri Bap
tists will build a new nurse’s home at Mis
souri Baptist Hospital and a new auditorium 
and classrooms at Hollister Hill Assembly. 
Final action was taken at the annual state 
convention here.

A Cooperative Program goal of $1,400,- 
000 was set for 1954.

Each church was asked to plan a week 
of study concerning alcoholism, marriage 
and family life, industrial relations, race 
relations, and narcotics.

T. W. Croxton, pastor, First Church, 
Sedalia, was elected to serve as moderator 
next year. The 1954 convention will meet 
in Kansas City, October 26-28.

Mississippi Woman's College 
To Be Four-Year Coed

JACKSON, Miss. — (BP) — Mississippi 
Baptists will rename and make Mississippi 
Woman’s College a four-year coeducational 
college. Action was taken at the annual 
Mississippi Baptist Convention in session 
here. The college, located in Hattiesburg, 
is now a four-year girl’s school.

A Cooperative Program goal of $1,500,- 
000 to be divided 55 per cent to state causes 
and 45 per cent to Convention-wide causes 
was adopted. All receipts above $1,400,000 
will be divided 66% per cent to Convention
wide causes and 33% per cent to state 
causes. The 1953 Cooperative Program goal 
of $1,200,000 was reached by the Mis- 
sisippians.

The Baptist Record reported a circulation 
of 82,221 and a profit of $13,264 during 
1953.

Other adoptions included a new, modern
ized constitution and a new minister’s re
tirement plan.

John E. Barnes, Hattiesburg, was re
elected to serve as president of the group. 
Other officers elected were E. C. Edwards, 
Tutwiler, first vice-president, Wyatt Hunter, 
McComb, second vice-president, and George 
Gay, Ripley, secretary re-elected.

Two thousand attended the convention 
which met at the First Church.

Next year’s convention will be held in 
Jackson.

Illinois Sets 
1954 Goals

SALEM, Ill. — (BP) — Illinois Baptists 
adopted a $491,422 budget for 1954 to be 
divided 58 per cent to state causes and 42 
per cent to Southern Baptist causes.

A special committee to plan celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the State Associa
tion in 1957 was appointed, and plans to 
extend invitation to the Southern Baptist 
Convention to meet in Chicago in 1957 as 
part of the celebration were made.

James M. Baldwin, pastor, First Church, 
Salem, was re-elected president. Next 
year’s convention will meet in Mt. Verpon, 
October 27-29.
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-Next Sunday^ J^eMon----------------------- -
by O. L. RIVES, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International Bible Lesson for Christian 
Training, copyrighted by International Council or Religious Education

TEXTS: 1 Kings 9:3-9; Isaiah 31:1; 42:4; Acts 5:17-29; Romans 13:1-10;
1 Peter 2:13-17 (Larger)—Ro. 13:1-10; Acts 5:25-29 (Printed)—

Isa. 42:4 (Golden).

Government Ordained of God

out in a flaunting manner. But their loyalty 
to God was superior to that to government. 
They said, “We ought to obey God rather 
than men.” The formulation was concisely 
perfect, and has been quoted many times 
since when Christian witnessing was done 
under similar circumstances.

Harmony of Duties (1 Pet. 2:13-17)
Duties never conflict. This fundamental 

truth must not be obscured. The Lord 
would not have us with-hold whatever is

This lesson calls to mind the classic words 
found in the Declaration of Independence. 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed bv their Creator with certain un
alienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That 
to secure these rights, Governments are in
stituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, 
That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to altar or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and or
ganizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness.” A government founded 
upon the teachings of God’s Word is worthy 
of the Christian’s whole-hearted loyalty and 
support.
Function .of Governments (Ro. 13:1-4)

This function may be seen in a two-fold 
aspect: to preserve order and to promote 
the common good. The best governments 
that have existed on the earth have done 
these two things, in varying degrees. One 
thinks of the Roman government at its best 
during such a period of Augustus Caesar; 
or of the British government during the 
reign of Queen Victoria; or of the United 
States government during the first decade 
of the twentieth century. This is not to sug
gest that any of these governments, during 
the respective periods mentioned, were per
fect and ideal. But it is to say that they were 
characterized, in the main, by this two-fold 
function. Paul, in these verses, teaches that 
human government has God’s sanction if 
and when this double function is approxi
mated. We think that true democracy offers 
the best possible form for such approxima
tion.
Obligation of Citizens (Ro. 13:5-10)

Again, there is a two-fold aspect of obli
gation: obedience to the laws enacted and 
support of its program. How can a person 
call himself a Christian and at the same time 
ignore this two-fold obligation? Our Lord 
taught this concept by both precept and 
example. “Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God 
the things that are God’s” (Mt. 22:21). He 
commanded Simon Peter to pay the tax 
due in their behalf (Mt. 17:24-27). Jesus 
was law-abiding, and thus taught us as His 
followers to be so. Those who imagine that 
they can be good Christians while flaunting 
the laws of the land and refusing support 
of the government, make sorry spectacles of 

themselves as well as bring dishonor upon 
His name. The payment of taxes, the exer
cise of the right of ballot in elections, the 
offer of services in a time of crisis such as 
war, the support of officers in their dis
charge of duties—all of these come under 
obligations that we owe to the government. 
While we recognize the right of con
scientious objections, at least to a certain 
degree, we do so with a critical eye to see 
if such persons who hold them are guilty 
of downright cowardice or in reality desire 
that others carry their load.
Loyalty of Christians (Acts 5:25-29)

Once more, this loyalty looks in two 
directions: liberty in matters of the soul 
and righteousness of the life. The two go 
together. We cannot be free in spiritual 
affairs if our lives are not hidden in the 
will of God. The Apostles, here in the pas
sage before us, refused to remain quiet 
when Christ desired their witness. The 
authorities, who forbade such witness, were 
deliberately disobeyed. So far as the record 
indicates, such disobedience was not carried 

WORLDS GREATEST WELCOME SIGN

, ^.?HAT COMETH TO ME

justly due the government. The govern
ment, on the other hand (if truly ordained 
of God), would not have us with-hold what 
is justly due the Lord and His cause. But 
since we have come upon a time and age 
when the line between things of the church 
and things of the state is no longer clear 
and definite (due in part to an extensive 
socialism); perilous waters lie ahead for us 
as Baptists, to whom the principle of separa
tion of church and state is as precious as 
the doctrine of regenerate church-member
ship (for our history shows that we have 
battled long and hard for both alike). If 
that line is not again clarified, and that in 
the very near future, we may suddenly find 
ourselves hopelessly enmeshed in things of 
the state. This would indeed be tragic! 
And here again, we note the two-fold teach
ing: “I-ear God” and “Honor the king.” 
Obviously, there are two levels of duties. 
If they are kept on different levels (those 
towards God on the higher level) there is 
no possibility of one group interfering with 
the other. Paul’s word to Titus seems to 
sum it all up nicely (See Titus 3:1, 2).
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In our city there is a florist whose trade 
slogan is “Say it with flowers.” What do 
you think that slogan means? Yes, that 

flowers can help us to 
express our feelings. 
Sometimes they help us 
to say, “I love you.” 
Sometimes they help to 
say, “I am sorry you 
are sad,” or, “I am 
sorry you are sick.” 
Sometimes they help to 
say, “I am glad.” With 

flowers we sometimes say, “Thank you.”

Can you think of some other ways of 
saying “thank you?” Last week, as you 
tried to express your thanks to God for his 
good gifts to you, did you 
wish for ways to show 
your appreciation? How 
could you show that 
you are glad for your 
mother and daddy? By 
doing something nice 
to help them?

Could you say thanks for your good, safe 
home, by helping to keep it clean and 
pretty?

Could you show that you appreciate your 
nice, warm clothes by taking care of them, 
and hanging them up when you take them 
off?

How could you say thank you for your 
friends? By being kind and friendly your
self? By catching up on pen-pal correspond
ence, answering letters which you have re
ceived from Young South friends?

What about your strong, healthy body? 
How could you show your appreciation for 
it? By eating proper foods and keeping 

health rules? Yes, and 1 
<0^ bj know another way.

x U Do you know some- 
/y one who is not as strong 
I ® and healthy as you? Do 

' you know one who needs
a little help in getting well? There is a Bible 
verse which reminds us that “A merry heart 
doeth good like a medicine.” Could you 
help someone to have a merry heart?

In case you do not have someone special 
in mind, let me share with you a letter 
from a little Young South friend in Vonore, 
Tennessee.

I

Dear Aunt Polly:
A year ago August 19, I took polio. 

And I haven’t walked any since, except with 
braces. I can’t sit up without a brace. I 
also have to have a brace on my shoes to 
hold my feet straight. I have, to lie or sit 
Thursday, December 3, 1953

all day, but if I have help I can stand with 
my braces on. I’ve been home from the 
crippled children’s hospital about seven 
months out of the year. I have to go back 
soon.

1 am four years old. My birthday is 
December 15. I have brown hair and blue 
eyes.

I would like to hear from everyone. I 
know you’re thinking how can I write if 
I’m only four years old. I can’t, but my 
sister can. I’ll try to answer everyone. Fill 
my mailbox, please!

Dale Morgan
R. R. 2
Vonore, Tennessee <

Did you see some information in Dale’s 
letter which suggested a special way you 
might cheer him up? When is his birthday? 
That’s less than two weeks from now, isn’t 
it? Five-year-olds don’t pay much attention 
to calendar dates—especially five-year-olds 
like Dale! Would you like to begin to give 
him a happy birthday? If every young 
South friend were to send him a birthday 
card—I wonder how many he would re
ceive! More than one mailbox full!

Are you serious about being thankful for 
two good strong legs, for an opportunity 
to run and play with other children? Would 
you like to show your thanks? Let’s give 
a little boy named Dale Morgan a merry, 
merry heart by sending him so many birth
day cards and good wishes that he will en
joy them for many happy hours.

By the way, don’t you think Dale’s sister 
was nice to help him write his letter? She 
must be one of the big blessings for which 

he is thankful! Can you 
think of some ways he 
might show his sister 
that he loves and ap
preciates her? By being 
cheerful even when he 

doesn’t feel like it? By remembering to say 
thank you when she does things for him? 
If you have any other suggestions, you might 
include them in your birthday message to 
Dale!

I hope Big Sister will write and tell us the 
total number of cards which come to Dale. 
It would be interesting, too, to know how 
many different towns they come from. If 
I hear, I’ll pass the news on to you!

Love—and thanks to you

AUNT POLLY
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville,. Tennessee

A man stood up at a gathering and said: 
“I’ve lost a wallet containing $500. I’ll give 
$50 to the person who finds it.”

Voice from the rear: “I’ll give $100.”

“Now, Teddy,” asked Miss Ames, “to 
what family does the whale belong?”

“I don’t know,” replied Teddy. “Nobody 
in our neighborhood has a whale.”

An old New Englander was remarkably 
well informed, but so lazy that a newcomer 
asked him how he had contrived to learn so 
much.

He replied:
“I just heard things here and there and I 

was too lazy to forget them.”

Patient Professor: “No, gentlemen, I 
don’t mind your taking your watches out 
and looking at them, but please be courteous 
enough not to hold them up to your ear 
as if you thought they had stopped run
ning.”

A small pet shop had a sign in its window 
advertising dachshunds. The sign read: 
“Dachshunds for sale. Get a long little 
doggie.”

The driver had been waiting a long time 
for his lunch. “Waitress,” he said, “must I 
sit here until I starve?”

“Oh, no,” replied the waitress. “We close 
at 6 o’clock.”

Patient: “Will the operation be danger
ous, doctor?”

Doctor: “Now, don’t you worry about 
that. You can’t buy a dangerous operation 
for only $50.”

Police: “Can you give me a description of 
your missing bookkeeper?”

Store Owner: “He was five feet, six inches 
tall, and about $4,000 short.”

A small boy had to apologize for for
getting his aunt’s birthday. He wrote: “I am 
sorry 1 forgot your birthday. I have no ex
cuse, and it would serve me right if you 
forgot mine on Friday.”

The lady was touched by the tramp’s 
decrepit appearance. “I think you can use 
these old trousers,” she said. “They’re quite 
good and only need a little mending.”

“That’ll be fine, mum,” replied the tramp. 
“I’ll call back in about an hour, and you 
have them ready then.”

“Historians say that women were using 
cosmetics in the Middle Ages.”

“Well, women in the middle ages are still 
using them.”
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by Lloyd T. Householder, Maryville, Tennessee

Earl A. Jones, pastor of Wilder Church, 
was honored by members of the church with 
a surprise birthday party, October 28. Fol
lowing an hour of fellowship, Brother Jones 
was presented with money for a new suit. 
The Primary Department presented him 
with a pair of shoes.

November 14, North Knoxville Church, 
held its first services in its new sanctuary. 
Organized in 1930 with seven, present mem
bership is above 600. The new $85,000 
building seats 500, and contains 26 rooms. 
Members praise the excellent leadership of 
Pastor Kerr Wolfenbarger.

W. C. Garland has come to Valley Grove 
from First Church, Covington, Texas. A 
native of Knoxville, he succeeds Gay Harris 
who went to Florida recently.

Washington Pike Church, realized its 
“Debt Free in ’53” goal Sunday night 
November 1. Notes amounting to $16,- 
000.00 were burned. While the debt was 
being paid Sunday school enrollment grew, 
and attendance averaged 450. During the 
year 126 were added to the church, 50 by 
baptism. David Walker is pastor.

Luther Joe Thompson, McAlester, Okla
homa, was evangelist at Smithwood Church, 
November 1-8, which resulted in 34 addi
tions, 12 by baptism. Ralph L. Murray is 
pastor.

Write for information 
van Bergen Bellfoundries 
Box 665-Greenwood, S. C
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Marble City Church is completing the 
second unit of their Educational Building 
increasing seating of their auditorium by 
200. Room is being provided for two new 
departments, 30 class rooms, a new nursery, 
library and pastor’s study. During the year 
a Hammond organ has been installed. Roy 
Collins is pastor.

Mount Carmel Church moved into its 
new building October 11. The Sunday 
school also moved up from a class to a 
departmental school. E. F. Powell is pastor.

James A. Clark has been called by Mascot 
Church, Knox County. He comes from 
Stoney Creek church in Watauga Associa
tion, and previously served the Mascot 
church.

Central Church, Fountain City, Charles 
S. Bond, pastor, observed its 39th anniver
sary October 25, with record attendances 
of 1407 in Sunday school and 376 in

At its October Business Conference, 
Deaderick Avenue Church, licensed Chester 
Jennings to preach. Hugh Coffman, Karl 
Dodson, Hobart Whaley and Cecil Jones 
were ordained deacons October 25. James 
E. Harris is pastor.

Recently supplying South Knoxville’s pul
pit have been: Drs. W. J. Fallis of the Sun
day School Board, Russell Bradley Jones 
from Carson-Newman College, and V. L. 
Stanfield, of Southern Seminary, Louisville. 
The church adopted a budget of $86,000.00 
for the coming year.

Henry Chiles, pastor Central Church, 
Bearden, is preaching a series, “Great Ques
tions of the Bible and of Life.”

In a recent revival at Immanuel Church, 
Knoxville, with preaching by Pastor Homer 
Cate, there were 32 additions, 16 by bap
tism.

Dr. C. W. Pope assisted Pastor Raymond 
DeArmond and Sevier Heights church, 
Knoxville, in a revival November 15-22.

NEW LOWER.PRICES!
-.. .y * <. .........7

(^meucan Seating
FOLDING CHAIRS 

OUTLAST ALL OTHERS!
Unequaled for strength,

comfort, safety, convenience 
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901 Broadway N. W., Grand Rapids 2, Michigan

George Schweitzer, Professor of Nuclear 
Chemistry at the University of Tennessee, 
supplied the pulpit of Bell Avenue Church, 
Knoxville, while Pastor E. L. Williams was 
in a revival at Macon, Georgia. Brother 
Williams began a revival with Tabernacle 
church, Richmond, Virginia, November 29.

S. C. Grigsby, formerly pastor of Mount 
Olive Church for 19 years, and well known 
in the East Tennessee Area as a good 
soldier of the Cross, suffered a paralytic 
stroke recently. After several days in East 
Tennessee Baptist Hospital, he is at home 
again. His many friends pray for a complete 
recovery for this good man, if it is the will 
of God.

Fifth Avenue Church, adopted a budget 
of $90,555.00. $62,365.68 was pledged at 
the beginning of the effort to under-write it. 
W. Walter Warmath is pastor.

November 29 was Home-coming Day at 
Broadway Church, Knoxville. Ramsey Pol
lard is pastor.

First Church, Chattanooga, observed the 
fifth anniversary of Pastor Carl Giers. The 
Bulletin of the Church carried tributes from 
various leaders. There have been 1564 ad
ditions to the church, and a total of $918,- 
401.80 has been given to all causes.

Mr. Ralph Massengill has given a lot in 
Morristown’s Cumberland Heights as a site 
for a home for the Nolachucky Associa- 
tional Missionary.

Pastor A. H. Hicks of First Church, 
Morristown, and Ward Weaver, minister 
of Music in the same church, led First 
Church, Greeneville, in a gracious revival 
resulting in a number of additions to the 
church.

Pastor D. W. Pickelsimer reports a splen
did revival in East Side Church. Preaching 
was by B. B. Powers of Waynesboro. Pas
tor Pickelsimer has been with the church 
three years, during which time many im
provements have been made in the building, 
and the church has grown in every way.

First Church Elizabethton, has adopted 
a budget of $120,000 of which $28,200 
is to go for missions. Herman W. Cobb is 
pastor.

Calvary Church, Bristol, has just com
pleted a building for its “Bethel Baptist Mis
sion” in the Hick’s Hollow section. Pastor 
J. S. Aiken was evangelist and B. H. Mc
Kay, singer in the church’s recent revival.

Church Jurniture ,
SOUTHERN DESK .COMPANY

Selected oak tables with companion oak chairs of 
tough hickory dowel construction. Sizes from pri

mary to adult, 
'for every 

church 
need.

SOUTHERN DESK CO.. HICKORY. N. C
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Major Arrowood, formerly at Mascot, has 
joined the increasing number sending news 
to this scribe. Now pastor of Ritter Town 
Church at Hampton, we note with interest 
the progress being made by the church 
under his leadership.

J. E. Ledbetter observed his fourth anni
versary with First Church, Lenoir City. 
Splendid progress has been made under his 
leadership.

During a recent revival at First Church, 
Cleveland, in which the preaching was by 
Dr. John A. Huff of Chattanooga, and music 
was led by David Byler, of Brainerd Church, 
Chattanooga, there were 20 additions. 
James Byler is pastor.

November 1, marked the beginning of 
the fourth year of Pastor Ernest Kelley at 
First Church, Dunlap. All phases of the 
work have grown under the leadership of 
this fine young man, whom this scribe has 
known since he was a student at Harrison- 
Chilhowee.

We appreciate a copy of the Bulletin of 
Holston Valley Association, and rejoice over 
the splendid progress being made in this 
fine Association.

First Church, Maryville, set a new Train
ing Union record November 1 with 424 
present. Ramsey Pollard, Jr., is educational 
director, and Brooks Ramsey is pastor. The 
church has begun two services each Sunday 
morning to take care of increased attend
ance.

Jesse H. Clay, formerly at Harrison-Chil
howee Academy, and Riverdale Church in 
Knox County, has led Totuskey Church at 
Haynesville, Virginia, in the construction of 
a $100,000.00 building.

RinunG
of tvery Description 

al money-Saving Prices 
• Write us at 412 Demonbreun Street—or 
call 42-6594 • • • Nashville 3, Tennessee

CURLEY PRINTING COMPANY

Cherokee Church, Jonesboro, has begun 
a mission at Limestone, where no Baptist 
Church exists. After 2-weeks preaching by 
Pastor Willie Crawford services were moved 
from a tent to a rented building. A large 
number of people have accepted Christ as 
Saviour, and prospects for a good church 
there are very encouraging. The meeting 
has continued for six weeks. Others who 
have assisted are: James Smith, of First 
Church, Jonesboro, John Goode and Russell 
Joyner. We are grateful for this interesting 
news concerning progress of the Kingdom 
there.

First Church, Kingsport, was led in a 
revival by Dr. Maurice Trimmer of Hunt
ingdon, West Virginia, as evangelist, and 
Wilbert H. Kerr, minister of music in the 
church, as singer. E. Gibson Davis is pastor.

Piedmont Church, Dandridge, has set 
Thursday night of each week for visitation. 
Fred O. Ponton is pastor.

W. C. Summar of Oak Ridge was evan
gelist at Eastdale Church, Chattanooga, 
resulting in 43 additions. R. R. Denny is 
pastor.

John, the beloved disciple,.
in Revelations 21: 13-23, endeavors to express in human language 
the most transcendent spiritual beauty and permanence of the 

heavenly city—the everlasting city. He se
lected, singularly enough, to describe the

foundations thereof, beautiful crystalline gems: 
Jasper, Sapphire, Chalcedony, Emerald, Sar
donyx, Sardius, Chrysolyte, Beryl, Topaz, Chry- 
soprasus, Jacinth, Amethyst, every one of which 
appears in the minute crystals of

WINNSBORO BLUE GRANITE
“The Silk of the Trade”

When the surface of this gran
ite, which is a composite of these 
actual precious stone crystals is 
highly polished, all the scintil
lating beauty and color of these 
jewels become visible.

How peculiarly fitting that 
monuments to loved ones be 
erected of lasting granites, con
taining the very gems which the 
Apostle John mentioned in this 
metaphorical description of the
Write for FREEillustratedbooklet, “FACTS for the Memorial Buyer
Winnsboro Granite Corporation, Rion, S. C.

First Church, Clinton, adopted a budget 
of $49,257.35 with $13,912.20 for missions. 
Paul Turner is pastor.

First Church, Jellico, had 72 completing 
the course in its Stewardship School. Rich
ard R. Lloyd is pastor.

Sweetwater Association observed “Mis
sionary Emphasis Week” with 21 churches 
participating. Conrad Cline is Associational 
Missionary.

These churches in Chilhowee Association 
have been led in good revivals recently: 
Stock Creek, Glenn Whaley, pastor, with 
Hodge Malone of Benton, evangelist; Laurel 
Bank, Normal Watson, pastor, with J. W. 
Newman, Madisonville, evangelist; Niles 
Ferry, Tommy Williamson, pastor, with 
John Hipsher of Spring City, evangelist; 
Four Mile, Alvin Patton, pastor, with Con
rad Cline, Sweetwater, evangelist.

Dr. F. F. Brown of Knoxville is supply 
pastor for Beech Grove Church, Chilhowee 
Association, while it seeks a pastor.

E. J. Pierce has returned from California 
to the pastorate of Fairview Church in Knox 
County. He is a good man, and was 
formerly with Grove Hill.

foundations of the walls of the 
everlasting city, the city of our 
resurrection hope.

Be sure that monuments you 
buy are cut from genuine 
Winnsboro Blue Granite. Like 
other high quality materials 
there are many inferior substi
tutes which resemble this gran
ite on first appearance, but do 
not possess its durable qualities 
and lasting beauty.
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Expanding the Concept of "The Ministry" Urges Business Men Give 
More Time to Church

Gaines S. Dobbins, School of Religious Education, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

When Southern Seminary began its 
ninety-fourth year on September 22, it be
came in effect a theological university. To 
the School of Theology, primarily for pas
tors, and to the School of Church Music, 
was added the School of Religious Educa
tion.

This development, which characterized 
theological schools generally, has come as 
a result of the pressure of need. As churches 
grow in size and complexity, and as the 
denomination increases its reach and its 
functions, men and women gifted and 
trained in specialized fields of service be
come more and more necessary.

The School of Religious Education is in 
reality no new venture for Southern Sem
inary. For many years students have been 
admitted who felt that their call to full-time 
Christian service was to some phase of the 
ministry of education. Year by year this 
group increased in numbers and the demand 
for their services became almost overwhelm
ing. Faculty and trustees, recognizing this 
insistent demand, set up the school formally 
in March of 1953. An outstanding faculty 
of specialists now offers courses in educa
tional administration, principles and methods 

Lawrence _____
Madison-ChesterAchievements By Associations

Churches No. No. Enlargement
with Awards V.B.S. 1951-52 Standard

Associations Training (1953) (1953) Gains Losses Units

Beech River _______ 5 90 12 137 1
Beulah __________ .. 12 415 21 15
Big Emory . __ - 11 443 24 413
Big Hatchie __ - __  20 583 22 322 7
Bledsoe _____________ 4 60 12 228
Bradley _____________ 21 329 20 73
Campbell __  _______ 4 118 8 39
Carroll-Benton ___ _ _ 12 271 14 111
Chilhowee ___________ 40 1,770 51 48 8
Clinton ____________ 16 383 23 1,172

469Concord _____  ____ __ 6 220 17 12
Crockett ____________ 3 61 2 85
Cumberland _________ 12 208 20 30
Cumberland Gap____  2 43 14 298 1
Cumberland Plateau 0 0 0 179
Duck River _________ 8 203 14 272 1
Dyer _______ 34 1,070 32 230 3
East Tennessee _____ 12 175 7 242 2
Enon _ —___________ 0 0 0 No Change

103Fayette __________ 2 64 3 16
Gibson __________ ____ 25 547 20 216 3
Giles___________ 2 267 10 67 1
Grainger ____________ 10 142 11 177
Hamilton ______  _ __  61 3,718 57 2,150

25
70

Hardeman ____ — _ 9 149 9
Hiwassee____________ 0 0 6 8
Holston ___________ 40 1,313 58 127
Holston Valley_____ 13 425 17 276
Indian Creek________ 14 196 13 51
Jefferson____________ 15 255 12 203 5
Judson______________ 0 0 0 100
Knox________________ 100 7,828 62 2,235 137

of teaching, history and philosophy of edu
cation, how to understand and work with 
people, specialized ministries to'college stu
dents and to age groups in the church, and 
a variety of other needed ministries. Reli
gious Education students are required to 
take at least one-third of their courses in 
Biblical and theological fields. The School 
of Church Music makes possible equipment 
for combination leadership in both educa
tion and music.

Many of these courses in religious educa
tion are open to theological students and 
several are required. Thus the pastor is 
trained alongside those who will one day be 
his fellow workers on a church staff or a 
near-by college campus. There are at least 
5,000 of our Southern Baptist churches that 
can no longer be adequately served by a 
pastor alone. Pastors of these larger 
churches will welcome the prospect of secur
ing helpers who are qualified in personality 
and by training to relieve them of duties 
which have become too heavy to be borne 
alone. Churches will rejoice in this new 
source of supply for staff members without 
whom they cannot operate most efficiently 
and fruitfully. Our institutions and agencies 
will be grateful for the increased oppor-

Maury ... 
McMinn 
McNairy 
Midland 
Mulberry 
Nashville

Gap

New Duck River ...... 
New River ............ .....
New Salem ___ _____
Nolachucky _________ 
Northern ___________  
Polk ________________  
Providence __ __ ____  
Riverside ____ ___ ____
Robertson ___________  
Salem ______________
Sequatchie Valley ___ 
Sevier ______________  
Shelby _____________  
Southwestern District 
Stewart _______ ______
Stockton Valley .......  
Stone ................................
Sweetwater ____ _____
Tennessee Valley ....... .
Truett ______________  
Union ______________
Watauga ............ ............
Weakley ____________  
Western District _____ 
West Union .................  
William Carey .............  
Wilson ........................... 
Wiseman .........................
Totals ______________  
Awards in Schools and 
1'otal Awards

DETROIT—(RNS)—Business men who 
devote too much time to fraternal and 
political organizations and too little time to 
the Church were chided at the annual meet
ing of the Board of Managers of United 
Church Men here.

“We need men who will wear out more 
shoe leather for their parish as they now 
work for civic clubs, trade associations and 
political parties,” said Dr. H. Roe Bartie, of 
Kansas City, Mo., a Boy Scout executive 
and administrator of the American Human- 
ics Foundation.

If enough red-blooded men would take 
over the direction of youth in church work, 
“juvenile delinquency would disappear,” Dr. 
Bartie said.

tunity to secure workers and leaders who 
have had specialized training.

A multiple ministry is not a departure 
from New Testament practice, but rather 
a return Xo it. There is ample evidence that 
the first churches were often served by a 
plurality of ministers. This recovery of an 
expanded concept of “the ministry” should 
not result in lessened activity on the part 
of church members, but rather the enlist
ment and utilization of far more than if it 
all depended on an overworked pastor- 
preacher.

“The Seminary,” with its three closely re
lated schools, has begun a new session with 
the highest enrolment in its history and 
at its highest tide of usefulness in service 
to the churches and the denomination. Pray 
for us and help us that we may measure up 
to our responsibility and opportunity.

19 250 14 153 2
29 868 39 213 9

6 196 11 168 1
29 863 28 * 250
25 475 19 301

0 0 2 300
0 0 3 No Change

51 2,240 67 1,278 78
16 423 22 501 1

1 20 13 65
2 33 13 192
7 253 28 550 1
0 0 3 172

25 350 22 310
5 206 19 114 1
2 13 19 89

22 634 24 272 18
5 59 14 41
5 48 12 201
5 225 5 629

70 4,022 103 339 67
0 0 1 No Change
0 0 12 28
0 0 0 No Change
8 355 12 392
3 64 8 279 1

12 153 25 279
1 8 2 92
4 87 7 17

40 964 45 50 8
9 218 14 181 1

12 196 27 16 1
0 0 9 600

16 454 19 288 1
13 654 20 424 5
0 0 0 No Change

950 
College

35,481 
s________

1,413 15,364 3,166 462
53

---------- ——*••**• - ■ ■ ...35,534
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iVomanb Jliiiionary, Union
MISS MARY MILLS, Executive Sec’y-Treas.

Attention W.M.S. Presidents!
We are daily receiving lists of new of

ficers, especially for the young people’s or
ganizations. We will correct our files ac
cordingly, but the material for the Lottie 
Moon Season of Prayer has already been 
mailed to the leaders whose names were on 
our files. If the present leader fails to re
ceive this material won’t you PLEASE 
check with the former leader and see if you 
cannot locate it and pass it on to the new 
leader? The package contains the report 
book, also.

This material is very limited so you will 
help us greatly if you will do this.

Attention All B.W.C.ers!
Mrs. Ewell Payne, Cherokee, N. C., writes 

an S.O.S! Please do not send soap in Christ
mas packages. They have a huge supply 
on hand. They do need toys, lots of toys! 
Dolls, balls, wheel toys (no pistols please). 
Just average size toys, not too large and 
not too small are most desirable. So far, 
toys are coming in slowly.

If you have not sent your box, please 
send it at once. The missionaries need to 
finish processing them for distribution.

Dates on W.M.U. Calendar 
1953-1954

December
Nov. 30-Dec. 4 Season of Prayer for 

Foreign Missions
January

1 Quarterly Meetings this month 
17-22 W.M.S. Focus Week

February
8-12 Young People’s Leadership Work 

Shops
14-20 Y.W.A. Focus Week
22-26 Young People’s Leadership Work 

Shops
March

1-5 Week of Prayer for Home Missions 
20-22 B.W.C. Convention, First Church, 

Chattanooga
23-25 W.M.U. Convention, First Church, 

Chattanooga

April
1 Quarterly Meetings this month

23-24 R.A. Congress, Nashville

May
9-15 G.A. Focus Week

30-June 1 W.M.U. Convention, Southern 
Baptist Convention, St. Louis, Mo.

June
10-16 Y.W.A. Conference, Ridgecrest, 

N. C.
14-18 Intermediate R.A. Camp, Linden
17-18 W.M.U. Efficiency School

Camp Carson
18-20 B.W.C. Conference, Camp Carson
21-25 Junior R.A. Camp (1) Linden
21-25 Junior G.A. Camp (1) Camp Carson
28-July 2 Junior R.A. Camp (2) Linden
28-July 2 Junior G.A. Camp (2) Carson

Single copy, 7 cents per quarter (when ordered 
with other literature)
Single copy, 15 cents per quarter

Single subscriptions, 50 cents per year

Send your order today to:

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD
161 Eighth Avenue, North
Nashville 3, Tennessee

July
1 W.M.U. Young People’s Quarterly 

Meetings
8-14 W.M.U. Conference, Glorieta
5-9 Intermediate G.A. Camp, Carson
9-11 Y.W.A. Camp, Carson

12-16 Intermediate R.A. Camp, Carson
12-16 Junior G.A. Camp, Linden
15-21 Young Men’s Mission Conference, 

Glorieta
16-18 Y.W.A. Camp, Linden
19-23 Intermediate G.A. Camp, Linden
19-23 Junior R.A. Camp, Carson
23-25 B.W.C. Conference, Linden
26-30 Junior G.A. Camp, Linden
26-30 Junior R.A. Camp, Carson

August
5-11 W.M.U. Conference, Ridgecrest
8-14 Sunbeam Focus Week

18-19 W.M.U. Efficiency School, Linden
19-25 Y.W.A. Conference, Glorieta
23-30 Young Men’s Mission Conference, 

■Ridgecrest

September
22 Golden State Mission Season of 

Prayer
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by W. Alvis Strickland, 2635 Nolensville Road, Nashville, Tennessee

An unusual and fruitful revival was 
promoted by Grace Church, Nashville, No
vember 20-22. Howard E. Butt, Jr., made 
a return visit to Nashville to do the preach
ing. He is vice-president of a super-market 
grocery chain with headquarters in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. As a lay preacher, Brother 
Butt is in constant demand. George Starke, 
minister of music of West Broadway 
Church, Louisville, Ky., led music. He is 
son of former Old Hickory, First Church, 
pastor. Karl Steele, art director at Wheaton 
College, conducetd chalk talks during serv
ices. There were 16 additions by baptism 
and 8 additions by leter. W. Leonard 
Stigler, pastor, said that the building was 
full each service and people were turned 
away on Sunday.

First Church, Fayetteville, D. D. Smoth
ers, pastor, was host to Associational School 
of Church Music November 30-December 4.

Guest speaker at Nashville Pastor’s Con
ference November 16 was Brother M. D. 
Oates, missionary to Lima, Peru. Brother 
Oates stated doors stand wide open to the 
Baptist message.

Edwin R. Alexander has accepted call of 
Walker Memorial Church, Franklin. He 
leaves position of missionary in William 
Carey Association following a two year min
istry fraught with worthwhile accomplish
ment. Brother Alexander took up his new 
work on November 26.

Evangelist Alastair Walker, who was born 
in Paisley, Scotland and lived a large por
tion of his life in South Africa, was guest 
speaker at Nashville Pastor’s Conference on 
November 23. Brother Walker and Brother 
C. C. Elsey are leading in a revival at First 
Church, Shelbyville.

Freeland Church, Nashville, observed 
Homecoming November 22. Part of the 
day’s program was dedication of new edu
cation building. Memorial and reunion serv
ices were conducted during afternoon. 
Robert Bogle, Howard Cooley, Bunyan 
Smith, and Pastor H. C. Foster shared 
honors on program.

RELIGIOUS SU&PLIE5J

WfilW DIPT Jl POP CATALOG

'Halional
821 2 3 ARCH

L Church Furnfturu • 1
gfmbrolcUrlM «V4itmuntt 
^Hanglngt.rCommunfon 
| Sett , Altar Brass Goods 11 > j

Pulpit and Choir
Headquarters for

CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY

S I « f f I PHtlAOMPHiA /, Pa

23 BIG features 
in this amazing book

4 TEACHING PLANS! 
Evangelistic—True to the Bible. Makes 
your International Uniform Lessons 
SPARKLE ! Don’t miss its many helps. 
320 pages. Almost 300,000 words, visual 
type, eye-ease paper, washable cloth, $2. 
Order today —for all your teachers

Order from Your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE

^4 YEARS.The 
£I Leader

Pastor James C. Austin, Hendersonville, 
recently underwent surgery at Mid State 
Hospital.

The Crusaders, Belmont College Choir, 
and Old Hickory trio participated in Music 
Festival, November 29, at First Church, 
Hendersonville.

Governor Frank Clement was guest 
speaker at Baptist Brotherhood meeting of 
Springfield First Church.

There were 13 additions by letter and 12 
by baptism in recent revival at Woodmont 
Church, Nashville. J. E. Barnes did preach
ing and Dee Wayne White led music.

Brother E. C. Sisk, state missionary, 
and Brother William Nelson, Louisville, 
preached at First Church, Jamestown, dur
ing recent illness of Pastor Wade Carver.

Brother Joe Burton supplied on Novem
ber 22 for Wendell Price, Third Church, 
Murfreesboro. Brother Price preached at 
First Church, Lebanon, where he was or
dained.

Saturn Drive Church, Nashville, observed 
Homecoming on November 22. G. Daniel 
Miller and Pastor Virgil Ratcliff brought 
special messages.

The people of Springfield went to the 
polls recently defeating the opening of 
theaters on Sunday. Chairman J. Howard 
Young, Civic Righteousness Commitee, 
Minister’s Association, plans now to lead 
people in other crusades for righteousness.

Ivy Chapel, Nashville, recently set a 
special pledge day to pay off a $4,133 
mortgage. The next step in a long range 
program is to arrange bond issue making 
possible construction of new auditorium.

Elected as ushers by First Church, 
Lebanon, are Walter Smithwick, Joe Hank
ins, Efford Burke, Robert Atwood, Philip 
Donnell, Richard Robinson, Pierce Dod
son, Kenneth Veazie, Kenneth Taylor, 
Howard Woodall, Sam Shipp, and Edwin 
Hughes.

Members of First Church, Murfreesboro, 
shared Thanksgiving dinner with out-of- 
town college students.

The Executive Committee, Baptist Sun
day School Board, has requested that Per
sonnel Department be transferred to office 
of Executive Secretary. This has been done. 
Personnel Director Leonard E. Wendel will 
continue in his present capacity.

There were 23 additions by letter and 19 
additions by baptism in a revival at Radnor 
Church, Nashville. Robert S. Denny and 
Eddie Nicholson led revival. R. W. Lash
brook is pastor.

J. R. Kyzar began his work as pastor of 
Mill Creek Church, Nashville, December 
1. He was pastor of Grandview, Nashville 
for 25 years. Mill Creek is a challenging 
field that should develop under his leader
ship.

Teachers for a graded School of Missions 
in First Church, Cookeville, were: Pastor 
John M. Sykes, Miss Agnes Mahoney, Mr. 
Wallace Prescott, and Mrs. Ed Dedmon.

W. Rufus Beckett, retired minister of 
Donelson, is recovering rapidly from a seri
ous illness. He has returned to his home 
from Vanderbilt Hospital. We hope Brother 
Beckett will soon be preaching again.

There were 12 additions by baptism and 
8 by letter and statement in a recent revival 
at First Church, Lewisburg.

Mrs. Charles Jones has been added to 
staff of Springfield First Church to serve in 
field of Christian Education. This is a valu
able addition to the leadership of this grow
ing church.

Maplewood Mission, sponsored by Gal
latin Road Church, Nashville, was begun 
last June in a tent. Gallatin Road Church 
has purchased a house and lot for the mis
sion although the church itself is in debt. 
W. W. Harrison is pastor.

Rayon City Mission, sponsored by Old 
Hickory Church, was constituted Rayon 
City Baptist Church November 8. Old 
Hickory Church gave the new church a 
three acre lot and $6,000 for building pur
poses. The new church voted to give 10 
per cent through the Cooperative Program 
and 2 per cent to Associational Missions. 
Brother Robert Dotson is pastor.

Temple Church, Old Hickory, held open
ing services in their new auditorium No
vember 15. Former pastors, A. D. Nichols, 
Oceanway Church, Jacksonville, Fla., and 
Carmack Penuel, Seventh Church, Nash
ville, brought the messages. A. Marvin 
Glass is pastor.

Revival services at Shelby Avenue 
Church, Nashville, P. F. Langston, pastor, 
were led by G. Allen West, Jr., pastor of 
Woodmont Church, Nashville, and Frank 
Drewry Shelby Avenue Church. Twenty- 
five men of Woodmont Church planned to 
accompany Brother West for the opening 
service of the revival.
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Image Worshipers

John D. Freeman

One wonders sometimes if Baptists have 
forgotten the commandment, “Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above. . .” (Ex. 20:4). In some areas of the 
land one seldom finds a Baptist meeting 
house that does not display one or more 
images of Christ as some artist has imagined 
Him to look. They run all the way from 
the noted “Boy Jesus” to the grotesque and 
repulsive “The Bleeding Heart,” the like
ness of Christ with his heart swung by a 
chain from his neck.

Romanists are shrewd; they have their 
agents who distribute these images among 
the untrained. They have them printed on 
cardboard fans which unthinking morticians, 
grocers and others use as an advertising 
medium, and distribute freely among evan
gelical churches.

Last summer, in a West Tennessee vil
lage church, I found one set of fans showing 
“The Adoration of the Magi;” another, “I 
Stand at the Door and Knock,” and a 
third “The Bleeding Heart.” The under
taker who had furnished them did not know 
that the first and the last of these are 
typical examples of medieval art which 
created a big part of the imagery of the 
Catholic church. The pastor was surprised 
when I called his attention to a large copy 
of Hoffmans’ “Head of Christ” in his 
church auditorium, pointing out how it was 
little different from an Ikon which one may 
see in any Greek Catholic Church.

A child of six went home from a “White 
Christmas” program and in great excitement 
said to her mother who had not attended; 
“We had Mary there, holding the Baby 
Jesus in her lap. When I gave her my gift, 
she smiled at me.” In another place a little 
boy was seen gazing in adoration at an 
illumined picture of Christ. “He talked to 
me just now!” the lad exclaimed when 
asked what he was doing. These were Bap
tist meeting houses!

God does not exempt Baptists from obedi
ence to His divine laws. There is as much 
sin in having in one’s place of worship or 
in one’s home a “likeness” of Christ as there 
is in having a graven image of Him or of 
any other heavenly being. Is it possible that 
we whose ancestors suffered so much in 
order to break the shackles of Romanism 
from the world are to be her allies in bring
ing it again into spiritual slavery? If we 
ignore the clear commandment of God and 
continue to clutter up our meeting houses 
with such images or likenesses, we shall aid 
her, however innocent may be our motives. 
We shall also answer to God for using our 
book stores as media through which these 
likenesses are sold to the unthinking public.

Go back and study the manner in which 
the images gained their foothold in early 
Christian circles. Trace the movement

Church Contributions 
Reach Record High

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—(RNS)—Contribu
tions to 46 U. S. Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox communions reached a record 
total of $1,401,114,217 for all purposes in 
the past year.

This was reported by the Rev. Thomas K. 
Thompson, executive director of the Joint 
Department of Stewardship and Benevolence 
of the National Council of Churches, at the 
department’s annual meeting here.

The figure is a gain of 8.9 per cent over 
the previous 12-month period when the 
total was $1,286,323,160.

Benevolence-giving by the 46 commun
ions showed a 14.8 per cent gain, with 
$286,303,369 reported. This represented an 
increase of more than $35,000,000 over the 
previous year.

Among the larger amounts included in 
the total giving were the $289,791,195 con
tributed by members of the Methodist 
Church, the $248,004,319 by members of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and the 
$126,455,475 by members of the Presby
terian Church in the U. S. A.

On a per capita basis, the Seventh-day 
Adventists led all other denominations with 
an average annual contribution of $165.26 
per member. Four other denominations re
ported annual per member contributions of 
more than $100; the Wesleyan Methodists 
with $149.56; the Brethren in Christ with 
$120.44; the Church of the Nazarene with 
$117.97, and the Orthodox Presbyterians 
with $109.34.

The average U. S. church-goer increased 
his per capita contribution from $38.99 to 
$41.94, an increase of 7.6 per cent.

Dr. Thompson said the per capita gains 
in benevolences for the 46 reporting de
nominations went up $1.01 per member, 
from $7.56 to $8.57. For foreign missions, 
one of the items in benevolences, the aver
age gift per member rose only from $1.38 
to $1.45. However, the year’s total for 
foreign missions rose from $50,172,726 to 
$53,383,703.

toward idolatry across western Asia and 
through Europe until the Dark Ages hung 
their chains about the neck of Europe! 
Then read again the struggle which God had 
in breaking the Hebrews from slavery to 
images in their worship. Having done these 
things, ask, “Dare we ignore God’s com
mandment against making images?” And 
much more, dare we hang them in our 
meeting houses, there to beguile innocent 
children and unthinking adults and thus 
make certain a day when these likenesses 
will usurp the place of the Holy Spirit in 
our worship and unseat Jesus from His 
throne in human hearts?—Nashville 4, Ten
nessee

Counselor's Corner
by Dr. R. Lofton Hudson

Answering God's Call
Question: When I was a young man I felt 
the call to preach. At least, I thought I 
did. Through the years I have been a sales
man and very successful, but I have felt 
guilty over not preaching.

Now I am fifty. What can I do at this 
age? I am active in my church. I even do 
some talking to people about Christ. But 
I don’t preach.
Answer: Finding God’s will is not as simple 
as some people make it sound. We look for 
a “program” which will tell us what we will 
be doing ten years from now. Or we seek 
absolute certainty. Remember that we were 
ordained to walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7).

It seems to me that the only right thing 
for you to do is to follow the leadership of 
God’s Spirit. I mean, follow it today, each 
day. You seem to feel that because God 
called you years ago, or you felt that he 
did, that He is not on speaking terms with 
you now. On the other hand, your own 
usefulness in the church seems to indicate 
that He has used you.

Often God accepts our second best. None 
of us follows His will perfectly. Yet if we 
are willing, we may find His will from day 
to day.

There are other ways of preaching except 
“sermons in a pulpit.” Do you support and 
help your pastor? Would you preach the 
best you can if the Lord tells you to? Are 
you making your money and your daily life 
count for Christ? You cannot make up for 
the past, but you can live for Christ in the 
present.

(Address all question to Dr. Hudson, 
Wornall Road Baptist Church, Kansas City, 
Missouri.)

He Forgot the Period 
Andrew M. Hall 

Fayetteville, Arkansas

We were going through the pledge cards 
for our debt retirement. Here was a card 
like this—1000—no period.

I asked the secretary, “Is this $10.00 
or $1000.00?”

“It must be ten, she said,” “He’s just a 
University student.”

“Better call, miracles do happen.”
He answered calmly, “Yes, I’m giving 

$1000.00—hope the campaign succeeds.”
Sometimes a dot makes a difference!

No Attendances
We omit reporting attendances and ad

ditions to the churches this week, due to 
the Thanksgiving holiday; and in the fol
lowing issue, due to the space required to 
print the Treasurer's Annual Report of 
receipts from the churches.

We resume publication of attendances 
and additions to the churches in the issue 
of December 17.
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(draining Union CHARLES L. NORTON, Secretary
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Association
Midland
Nashville

Dec

New Duck River 8
New Salem
Nolachucky

ft Polk
Robertson
Sequatchie
Sevier
Shelby 
Stone
Sweetwater
Watauga
Weakley
Western District
Wm. Carey
Wilson

Place
Bishopville 
First, Nashville 
First, Lewisburg

First, Morristown 
Benton Station 
Springfield 
Whitwell 
First, Sevierville 
Temple 
Steven St.
North Sweetwater

7
First, Dresden • 
First, Paris 
First, Fayetteville 
First, Lebanon

: DATE________
J CROTCH COAL „ ASWKlATtONAL Gifts Sent

Korean Children
Association Dec. Place

Beulah 7
Big Emory 8
Bledsoe 7
Bradley 7
Carroll-Benton 7
Concord 6
Cumberland 7
Chilhowee 7
Duck River 7
Dyer 7
East Tenn. 7
Fayette 7
Gibson 7
Giles 14
Hamilton 1
Hardeman 7
Holston 10
Holston Valley 7
Indian Creek 7
Jefferson Co. 7
Knox Co. 7
Lawrence 1
McMinn 14
McNairy 7
Madison 7
Maury 10

Mt. Pelia 
South Harriman 
First, Gallatin 
First, Cleveland 
Prospect 
Hickman
First, Clarksville 
First, Maryville 
First, Tullahoma 
First, Dyersburg 
First, Newport 
Somerville 
First, Milan 
First, Pulaski 
Woodland Park 
Bolivar 
Auditorium 
Rogersville 
Savannah 
Jefferson City 
Broadway 
Leoma 
First, Athens 
Chewalla 
First, Jackson 
First, Columbia

Cedar Grove Church near Lebanon, at 
the request of Lt. J. W. Brown, young choir 
leader from the church stationed in Korea, 
sent a package of clothing and Christmas 
presents to Korean children.

A portion of the letter from the young 
officer to Pastor J. C?'Yelton reported by 
Mrs. Herschel Smith follows:

“Our Wednesday night services here are 
going strong and we have great fellowship. 
A West Point cadet brought the message 
last Wednesday night and it was great. I 
myself led the singing for two services at 
the 5th R.T.C. and in the absence of the 
Chaplain conducted the service there.

“Various outfits are inviting Korean chil
dren to their camps for Christmas dinner, 
and are conducting a drive to give them 
some kind of presents. This is an oppor
tunity for my home church to help these 
little children in the name of Jesus.”

/ 80th VOLUME \

Peloubets
SELECT NOTES

A COMPLETE COMMENTARY 
ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE LESSONS FOR 1954

by $q75 at all
Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. bookstores

A. WffiDE COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS.

FOUND: COURAGE
By Phyllis Woodruff Sapp

Pauline was willing enough to visit ab
sentees from the Sunday school or Training 
Union, but she simply could not visit new 
people whom she had never met. She was 
sure the Lord didn’t expect her to talk to 
strangers for when she tried her tongue 
felt as dry as a towel flapping in the wind 
and she usually forgot what she meant to 
say.

Yet, here she stood on a strange door
step with a census card trembling in her 
hand. The pastor had insisted that every 
active member of the church call on at 
least one census prospect before Sunday. 
Now it was Saturday evening and she had 
not been able to forget that card in her 
purse. Her heart pounding she pressed the 
doorbell, then refreshed her memory with 
the facts on the census card.

Inside the house, Pauline soon found her
self chatting with Richard and Kathy 
Greene as if she had always known them. 
She felt warm and good on the inside. The 
Greenes, were lonely and she was glad 
she had come—she was sure of that—she 
was sure they were glad when she invited 
them to Sunday school though they were a 
little vague about the church they had at
tended in another city. Pauline said good
night with a happy heart as she hurried 
down the walk, eager to tell her husband 
about her visit.

The Greenes went to church with Pauline 
and her husband the next morning and 
back again that night. At the close of the 
evening service when the preacher offered 
the invitation, Richard and Kathy slipped 
out of the pew and made their way down 
the aisle hand in hand. Pauline’s heart was 
pounding with joy—she had helped put 
some Baptists back into service—then sud
denly her heart went racing away even 
faster as she heard the pastor’s words.

“This fine young couple comes tonight 
confessing Christ as Saviour. They tell me 
that one of our members helped them to 
see Jesus through her friendly attitude. 
These young people had attended church 
but had never made any profession of their 
faith before.”

Slowly Pauline pulled a wrinkled census - 
card from her purse and studied it through 
hot, stinging tears—she had led two peo
ple to know Jesus—but she would never 
have found the courage unless someone 
had made a mistake—the word “Baptist” 
was plainly printed on the card.

“Thank you, Lord,” she whispered. 
“Help me hold on to the courage I found.”

Mrs. Sapp is a Baptist writer living in 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

CULLOM & GHERTNER CO.
Good PRINTERS to GOOD People 

21st Ave. and Jo Johnston, Nashville, Tenn.
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cdpprecia tion

I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my deep gratitude for the privilege 
of working with Tennessee Baptists for these 
more than thirteen years. I enjoyed very 
much my service as the Baptist Student 
Secretary at the University of Tennessee 
from October, 1940, to August, 1944, and 
have certainly enjoyed my ten years’ service 
as the State Student Secretary. It has been 
a great joy to work with Dr. Freeman, Dr. 
Pope, and all the workers at the State Office. 
It has also been a real pleasure to work with 
the pastors and people throughout the state. 
Again, it has been a challenging and in
spiring privilege to work with the great host 
of Baptist students throughout these years.

As my family and I leave Tennessee we 
thank God for the years that we have spent 
here among you and look forward to the 
privilege of working with you in this new 
capacity. We pray God’s richest blessings 
upon the entire program of Tennessee Bap
tists and especially do we pray that the stu
dent program might be strengthened and 
enlarged in every way possible.

Rogers M. Smith

State Student Secretary

STUDHT
DEPARTMENT

Dr. Rogers M. Smith, Secretary

Miss Doris Blankenship, Office Secretary

Aly.3)ream [or the department o[ Student Work 
in Venneiiee

MEMPHIS—
A $75,000 Baptist Student Center at Memphis State College
A $75,000 Baptist Student Center at U. T. Medical School
A full-time Baptist Student Secretary for U. T. Medical School

UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, Martin Branch—

A full-time Baptist Student Secretary
A $50,000 Baptist Student Center
A Baptist Bible Chair

UNION UNIVERSITY, Jackson—
A full-time Director of Religious Activities

NASHVILLE—
A $200,000 Baptist Student Center in the university center
A Baptist Bible Chair with a full-time professor
A full-time Director of Religious Activities at Belmont College
A full-time Director of Religious Activities at Mid State Baptist 

Hospital

MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE COLLEGE, Murfreesboro—

A $75,000 Baptist Student Center
A Baptist Bible Chair

AUSTIN-PEAY STATE COLLEGE, Clarksville—
A $50,000 Baptist Student Center
A full-time Baptist Student Secretary

TENNESSEE TECH, Cookeville—

A $75,000 Baptist Student Center
A full-time Baptist Student Secretary
A Baptist Bible Chair with full-time professor

KNOXVILLE—
A $200,000 Baptist Student Center
A Baptist Bible Chair with full-time professor
A full-time Director of Religious Activities at East Tennessee 

Baptist Hospital

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE, Jefferson City—
A full-time Director of Religious Activities

EAST TENNESSEE STATE COLLEGE, Johnson City—
A $75,000 Baptist Student Center
A Baptist Bible Chair with full-time professor

• • •

A B.S.U. on every campus where possible
A more adequate promotional budget for the State Student Depart

ment.
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Foreign Mission Board Reports 
To the People

New Board Member

Mrs. R. L. Mathis, president of the • 
Woman’s Missionary Union of Texas, was 
named one of the five members from Texas 
on the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board at its November meeting. She re
places Dr. Vernon Yearby, who has moved 
from Texas to Alabama, and will serve until 
the next meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Mrs. Mathis becomes the fifth woman 
member now on the Board and the only 
woman serving as a state rather than as a 
local member.
Gift of $100,000

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board recently received $100,000 from the 
Jarman Foundation for the construction of 
the Central Baptist Church of Bogota, Co
lombia, according to Dr. Everett Gill, Jr., 
the Board’s secretary for Latin America.
New Bible Institute

The Baptist Bible Institute in Nassau, 
Bahamas, which opened September 15, now 
has an enrolment of 30 students, according 
to Missionary John Mein, director of the 
school. Dr. and Mrs. Mein are teaching 
night classes at present, and plans are being 
made to start daytime classes also. This 
school constitutes the only Baptist theo
logical training center for the 20,000 Bap
tists of the islands of the Caribbean.
"We Can Dream"

Rev. Charles W. Whitten, Southern Bap
tist missionary to Spain, reports an incident 
which occurred in an interior city, where 
one of the Baptist churches has been closed 
by government orders for six months. One 
evening 30 people gathered in the national 
pastor’s home to hear Mr. Whitten bring a 
message and to meet the four Southern 
Baptist missionary appointees who had just 
arrived, Rev. and Mrs. Joseph W. Mefford, 
Jr., and Rev. and Mrs. Roy B. Wyatt, Jr.

Mr. Whitten said that after the service 
the missionaries were presented with boxes 
of candy to take to their children. He said 
he wrote a note of appreciation for the 
candy and received the following reply from 
the national pastor:

“You do not need to thank us for any
thing. That which we do for you is nothing 
in comparison with so much that you and 
your fellow countrymen do for us. Since
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we are not able to demonstrate in a visible 
way our gratitude to our American brethren, 
please permit us to do it through you mis
sionaries. . . .

“You will have many difficulties and dis
appointments in this country; but we can 
dream because God can make our dreams a 
reality. For many years I have been dream
ing of a Christian Spain, an evangelical 
Spain, a democratic Spain; and I believe 
that someday when it is his good pleasure 
the Lord will make my dreams a reality.”
What We Can Do

In a recent letter Kathleen (Mrs. Robert 
H.) Culpepper, Southern Baptist missionary 
to Japan, said: Many of you have asked 
what you could do in a material way for 
the work here. You can encourage a higher 
percentage of local offerings to go to the 
Cooperative Program and double your gifts 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering this 
year.

“This will make it possible to continue 
advancing in this and other fields around 
the world. May we be filled with the spirit 
of Christ that we may accept the challenge 
to advance and realize the inspired vision 
of our late Dr. M. Theron Rankin.”

Dr. Rogers M. Smith to Begin 
Work with Foreign Mission 
Board January 1 s

Dr. Rogers M. Smith has accepted a posi
tion with the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention effective Jan
uary 1 in which capacity he will be working 
with Dr. Frank K. Means, secretary Mis
sionary Education and Promotion, Foreign 
Mission Board.

At the recent Baptist Student Union Con
vention in Johnson City, Memphis State 
students presented a thirty minute play 
on the life of Dr. Smith honoring him for 
his ten years of service with the Tennessee 
Baptist students. At the close of the play 
Luell Smith, state BSU president, from the 
University of Tennessee presented the 
Smiths 40 silver dollars as a gift from the 
Baptist students over the state. Tom J. 
Logue, director of BSU for the Memphis 
schools, said:

“We thought that the silver dollar was an 
appropriate way of expressing the gift, for 
at Rogers’ first church a lady gave him a 
silver dollar and told him to always keep 
it and he would never be broke. Accident
ally on his honeymoon he spent the silver 
dollar, but he soon discovered it and re
turned to reclaim it. He still carries it in 
his pocket today after 15 years, and as his 
wife says, ‘it has worn out many pockets.’ 
He has promised not to try to carry all of 
these around with him.”

Pastor at Finley
Returns to Missouri

FINLEY, Tenn.—Members of the Finley 
Baptist Church are searching for a new 
pastor, after having accepted the resigna
tion of their minister, A. E. McElfresh. 
Brother McElfresh has worked at Finley 
a little more than a year and is returning 
to his native state of Missouri to complete 
his last year of seminary work at Kansas 
City.

During the few months this man has 
been pastor at Finley, there have been 
seventy-three professions of faith, most of 
whom have already been baptized; thirteen 
additions by letter and one hundred and 
five members have made rededications. 
Contributions have doubled and attendance 
has been on the upswing.

The Baptists at Finley were without a 
parsonage, since former pastors had owned 
their homes. A new, three-bed-room dwell
ing was purchased, where gas, bath, hot 
and cold water were installed together with 
cabinets for the kitchen. The initial cost 
of the parsonage was $5000, most of which 
has been paid.

Other marks of progress during Brother 
McElfresh’s year at Finley were the pur
chase of a new piano for the Church and 
two used pianos for the parsonage and 
the mission, a typewriter and a mimeograph 
machine. Two members were licensed to 
preach. A third member was in service and 
received his license at Denver, Colorado. 
A mission was founded at Heloise, Tennes
see on the Mississippi River, where no 
Baptist movement was underway. Progress 
at the mission is reported very encouraging.

Any minister wishing other information 
about the vacancy at Finley Baptist Church 
should write Mr. Bradford A. Brewer, 
Chairman Pulpit Committee, Finley, Ten
nessee.—J. D. Wheeler, reporter.
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