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A Christian Certainty
by Bruce H. Price

The world-famous Magnolia Gardens 
near Charleston, South Carolina, continue 
to offer the beauty of flowers and plants 
to all who pass that way; but it was not 
this beauty which impressed me most. In 
the midst of the azaleas and japonicas, and 
beneath the strong trees which stood erect 
with their arms lifted to the sky, we came 
to an imposing tomb. This tomb, encircled 
with glowing beauty of many colors, showed 
the effects of the ravages of time and was 
stained by the rains of many seasons. Even 
more noticeable were the marks of the 
Charleston earthquake, a mute reminder of 
that night more than half a century ago.

As I stood there that sunny afternoon 
shortly before Easter, the guest of Mrs. 
R. B. Cannon, well-known lover of gar
dens, the silence was broken by this ex
pression, “Wouldn’t it be wonderful on the 
Resurrection Day to come from this tomb 
to meet the Lord?” I made no answer at 
that time, but since then this reply comes 
to me, “It will be no more wonderful to 
come from this grave in Magnolia Gardens 
than from some unkept country church
yard.” The splendor of Magnolia Gardens 
and all other lovely spots in this world will 
fade into insignificance on that day when 
the Lord comes in all his glory for his 
own.
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Approaching the tomb more closely, 
we saw carved marble on either side; 
marble which had been imported for use 
on a mantel of a palatial home in Phila
delphia—a home which was never com
pleted. In 1795, this marble was carved 
and placed on the tomb and is one of the 
earliest pieces of carving in America. On 
one side were these words, “This corruptible 
must put on incorruption,” and on the 
other side, “I am the resurrection and the 
life.”

This second quotation was spoken by 
Jesus to Martha near the tomb of her 
brother. Those who have not accepted 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord may wish to 
know on what grounds Jesus makes this 
claim for himself. The question is answered 
in three statements by Peter in his great 
sermon at Pentecost. Peter gave proof that 
Jesus was a man approved by God, that 
this Jesus hath God raised up, and that 
Jesus was by the right hand of God 
exalted.

Approved by God
The greatest commendation that can 

come to any man is the approval of God, 
and Jesus had this approval in everything 
he said and did. The miracles, wonders, 
and signs which God did by him bear 
witness of his approval by the Father. 
Until now, all had been uncertain, but with 
these words Peter proclaimed a Christian 
certainty, “This Jesus hath God raised up.” 
God raised him, an^ he became the re
surrection and the life. This put the seal 
of divinity on both his life and death. 
There was no doubt about the resurrection 
in the minds of Peter and the thousands 
who heard him speak. He hastened to add 
a word of proof which would be accepted 
in any court: “Whereof we are all wit- 
nessess.”

To the skeptic who may insist the re
surrection is impossible, Peter would reply 
that it was not possible for the grave to 
hold his Lord. The resurrection is the 
heart of the gospel, and Peter gave it this 
place in his preaching. Christianity with
out the resurrection is no more than a 
social club or a fraternal society.

No Room for Doubt
During this Easter season, I ask you: 

“Was the stone never rolled away? Did 
the angel never enter the tomb? Did he 
never rise from the dead?” If not, Paul 
reminds us, that our faith is in vain, we 
are yet in our sins, and of all men we are 
most miserable. “But,” writes Paul, “now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept.”

After forty-five years as a professor in 
the Southern Baptist Seminary, Dr. John 
A. Broadus said, “If Jesus did not rise from 
the dead, there is not one line of true 
history in the world for me.”

There is one more word which Peter

The simple realization that there are other 
points of view is the beginning of wisdom. 
Understanding what they are is a great 
step. The final test is understanding why 
they are held.—Charles M. Campbell, 
Supervision.

As a young man, actor Wm. Gillette studied 
stenography. He was living then in a 
boardinghouse, so he decided to practice 
his shorthand evenings by taking down 
every word spoken in the drawing room. 
“Years later,” Gillette told a friend, “I 
went over my notebooks, and found that 
in 4 months of incessant conversation, no 
one had said anything that made any 
difference to anybody.”—New England 
Almanac.

The reason it costs so much to live is that 
yesterday’s luxuries are always becoming 
today’s necessities.—Herbert V. Proch- 
now, Handbook (Harper).

adds, “Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exalted.” The presence of the 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost as living evidence 
that God exalted him. This majestic event 
was the final scene in the divine drama 
of salvation. This was the triumphant re
turn of the Lord Jesus to the throne of 
God, where he sits at the right hand of the 
Father, making intercession for us that we, 
too, may be exalted into eternal fellowship 
with God.

It is this Jesus whom God approved, 
whom God raised, and whom God exalted 
who says, “I am the resurrection and the 
life.”

In the following words M. Ethel Ander
son expresses this Christian certainty:

“Seek ye the Lord?
Search not the cold and empty tomb;
He is not linked with night and gloom;
He is not bound by death and strife; 
His name is Light and Love and Life!
He lives! Is risen! Go, find ye then 
The living Lord—in the hearts of men!”

Page 2 Baptist and Reflector



The human heart longs for more than this present life affords. 
God assures that He has prepared for his people something more 
glorious than mortal tongue can tell. Now are we the children of 
God and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but when He 
shall appear, we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is.

However, ignorance of the Truth or indifference to it when 
known makes men dupes of error. Error may disguise' itself in 
pesudo-scientific garb. The gullible are led astray. Those who re
fuse to believe facts thereby, choose fancy in its stead, or worse.

Curiosity abounds as to what lies beyond the door of death. 
This explains the hynotic fascination for such an unbridled tale as 
The Search for Bridey Murphy. It purports to tell of re-incarnation 
in the present life of a woman who lived long ago in Ireland. 
Intriguing fiction, divorced from fact.

On the other hand the actual fact of the Resurrection in Christ 
is far more intriguing. And it is a solid basis for our hope. The 

Resurrection is infinitely mor©, than reincarnation. It is more than 
a return to this present limited existence. It is more than physical 
reanimation. It is more than the resuscitation illustrated in the dead 
lads whom Elijah and Elisha restored alive again into the hands of 
their mothers (I Kings 17:22 and II Kings 4:32). It is more than 
the restoring of the daughter of the nobleman, or the son to the 
widow of Nain. Jesus stopped that fdheral procession and turned 
it into an occasion of rejoicing. It was more than the experience 
of Lazarus, Though he was called forth from the grave, Lazarus 
returned to this existence hedged in by mortality.

; All these are but examples in which persons experienced one 
birth and two deaths to this mortal existence. But all these are 
symbols and forecasts of something beyond, something much 
greater—The Resurrection. In the Resurrection,. Death is swal
lowed up, in victory. All these prophecy of the time to be when all 
in Christ shall be raised to newness of life, a life completely be
yond the last of pur enemies, Death.
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Not too Many, But too Few!
> ; . .

Who says we are over-churched? Figures show the 
opposite. The accompanying chart, product of a research 
report issued by the Department of Survey, Statistics and 
Information of the Baptist Sunday School Board reveals 
how many people there are to each of our churches in 
16 Southern Baptist states.

These findings show 833 people in Tennessee rural areas 
for each Baptist Church and 3,873 in the urban areas per 
church.

Tennessee’s population January 1, 1955 was 3,372,400. 
Membership in our 2,644 churches totaled 687,393. Rural 
church membership in Tennessee as of September 1954 
was 377,196, urban 294,723. Tennessee Baptist urban 
church membership gained during a 5-year period 25.3. 
Rural church gain was 2.0 making a total per cent gain 
during this period of time of 11.1.

Alabama ranks first as to churches per rural population 
with 1 to 717. Arizona is at the other end of the scale 
with 1 to 6,963. Arkansas ranks first with a ratio of 1 
church to 3,280 people in the cities. Whereas Missouri 
has 1 church to each 9,818 urban population.

Figures would be even higher in some other states in 
which Southern Baptists now have churches (whose 
figures are not placed upon this chart) namely California, 
Illinois, Kansas, Ohio, Oregon, Washington.

We do not have too many churches, we have too few 
strong, active, vigorous churches. Some are weak num
erically, worse than that are those weak spiritually through 
failure to use for Christ the powers intrusted by Him.

There is a tremendous challenge confronting Tennessee 
Baptists and Baptists in every state. Our boasted numbers 
pale into insignificance contrasted with the millions of 
unreached all about us. Even after membership of all 
denominations is considered millions still remain unreached 
who must be reckoned with.

We have no place for denominational pride. We cannot 
talk about our Baptist numbers. There is still a tremondous 
challenge confronting us in the millions not reached by 
any church. Population in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion States January 1, 1955 had grown to 91,243,800— 
56.1 per cent of the people of the United States.

Both rural and urban churches have one common task: 
witness to, and win, these millions for whom Christ died. 
Ours must be fellowship in a united task!
Thursday, March 29, 1956
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Roy B. Wyatt, Rogersville, Tenn.

A Call to Prayer

EDITOR’S NOTE—The author of this article, 
Rev. Roy B. Wyatt, Jr., and his wife are our 
missionaries to Spain who have been directing the 
Baptist Seminary at Barcelona. They returned 
to the States on March 4, on emergency leave due 
to illness and spent several days in East Tenn. 
Baptist Hospital, Knoxville. Mrs. Wyatt, formerly 
Mildred Joyce Cope, is a native of Rogersville, 
Tenn, where they may be addressed in care of 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Cope. There are no finer 
spirits among Southern Baptists than Roy and 
Joyce Wyatt. Read, and lay this message on your 
hearts, fellow Baptists!

It is always difficult to preach the Gos
pel in Spain because of constant persecu
tion from many quarters. However a re
cent act of persecution has alarmed Spanish 
Protestants and the missionaries who work 
with them even more than others. Since 
it affects all of the Protestant witness and 
is an ill omen for future growth it should 
be a call to prayer for God’s blessing on 
Spanish Baptist work.

On January 23, 1956 four Spanish police 
agents came to the Interdenominational 
Protestant Seminary in Madrid. They 
•showed an official order demanding that 
the Seminary and the small day school 
on its grounds be closed. pThen they 
placed a government seal on the door of 
the seminary library so that the books 
there could not be used. No explanations 
were given as to why such action was 
taken and no way of appeal was left open. 
This is often the way these things happen 
in Spain.

Many saw such a bold move on the part 
of the government as a bad sign for Pro
testant work in all the country. The Madrid 
Seminary is an old and established school; 
for many years it has prepared the minis
ters of the United Church of Spain. It is 
supported by the joint efforts of European 
and American Protestants. Immediately 
loud voices of protest were raised that it 
should be reopened. A Swiss Catholic paper 
reminded Spanish Catholics in sharp words 
that the days of the Inquisition were long 
passed. Protestants of several countries re
quested their ambassadors to present the 
matter to the Spanish government. How
ever in spite of the widespread disapproval 
of the action the Seminary was still closed 
on March 10.

The only other evangelical seminary 
in Spain is our own Baptist Seminary in 
Barcelona. It is feared that at any moment 
the blow may fall and it, too, will be 
closed. This is little we can do except 
pray that God will provide the needed 
protection in this crucial hour.

There are nine students enrolled. in the 
Spanish Baptist Seminary who are finish
ing their 3-year course this year. Several 
have already been called to churches to 
become full-time pastors when they finish 

their schooling. Since 10 of the 36 Bap
tist churches in Spain are without pastors, 
it is of vital importance that these men 
finish their work this year. Indeed in 
many ways it may be said that the work 
of the Spanish Baptist Seminary is vital 
to Baptist life in that land.

Therefore as a Southern Baptist mission
ary to Spain I wish to urge Tennessee 
Baptists to pray for the work of our Sem
inary. Prayer is the only effective in
strument in this struggle. The Second Bap
tist Church of Madrid, closed since July 
17, 1954, is a silent reminder that we may 
expect little of government officals or 
the use of legal means in our cause. 
Please pray for the Seminary, its faculty 
and students that God’s servants may be 
able to continue their preparation there. 
Pray also for the Seminary that has been 
closed that a way may be found to continue 
its important work.

My wife and I had to leave Spain be
cause of illness early this month. Naturally 
we are anxious for the future of the 
school with which we work. We hope to 
return this summer to prepare for a new 
group of students, to be admitted next fall. 
Already eight applications have been sent 
to us by men who want to study next year. 
Missionaries Joe Mefford and Charles 
Whitten will share '■our teaching respon
sibilities for the rest of this year and Mr. 
Mefford will be the interim director of 
the school.

Please pray that the Spanish Baptist 
Seminary may be kept open to prepare 
God’s servants to preach in a land where 
there is so much spiritual hunger and 
ignorance. We know that prayer alone 
can win the victory in this critical hour. 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord.”

Church Striving for 
"Penniless" Members

ATLANTA—(BP)—“A Million Pennies 
for Missions” is the slogan for the year at 
Inman Park Baptist Church here and 
neither dollar bills nor silver coins are 
acceptable.

Fruit jars and jugs are scattered about 
the building as the depository for pennies. 
Pastor E. B. Shivers says the church is 
meeting the monthly quota of 83,333 pen
nies which will give $10,000 for special 
mission projects in addition to the regular 
church budget.

Deacons presented the pastor with a 
five-gallon jug for his office.

Visitors who have just left his office 
can now say truthfully that they don’t 
have a penny.

RECORDS TELL A STORY
By J. B. Hester, Pastor, 

Prescott Memorial Church, Memphis

Yes, it is true that records tell a story. 
O, that this were a different story. In the 
records of the gifts of Tennessee Baptist 
Churches for 1954-55, it is revealed that 
almost twice as much money went for 
pastor’s salaries as was given for all Co
operative Program causes. Tennessee Bap
tist Churches spent $4,769,087.00 for pas
tor’s salaries in 1954-55. During the same 
period they gave $2,406,926.31 to all Co
operative Program causes. They gave a 
grand total of $4,066,468.00 to all mission 
causes (including co-operative program 
gifts). This total is $702,619.00 less than 
the amount spent for pastor’s salaries. Out 
of the sixty-four associations of Tennessee 
Baptists, only one gave more money to the 
Co-operative Program causes than was 
spent for pastor’s salaries. The ratio varies 
with one Association spending twelve times 
the amount given for co-operative causes 
on pastor’s salaries, and one spending 
thirty-three times as much. It is interesting 
to note how the churches stand in this 
ratio.

It is the conviction of this writer that 
every well-established co-operating mis
sionary Baptist Church should give at least 
as much money to support the co-operative 
causes as it spends for the pastor’s salary. 
If the two amounts were equal in Tennessee 
there would be no need for United School 
Campaigns, or any other special campaign 
for funds. Just think what it would mean 
to all our mission causes if the gifts equaled 
the amount paid our pastors all over our 
convention.

The pastor is the key man to correct this 
condition. We would like for the pastor 
and deacons of every church to examine 
its records in the light of this picture. 
Earnestly pray about it and God will make 
it possible for you to increase your mis
sion gifts. The increase in mission gifts will 
pave the way for an increase in the pastor’s 
salary if it is needed. Then let us not stop 
in just balancing the two—pastor’s salary 
and Co-operative program gifts. To love our 
neighbor as ourself is to spend as much 
on outside mission causes as is spent at 
the home base. What about it, brother pas
tor! What shall we do with the challenge 
before us?

Second Place Honors
PLAINVIEW, Tex. — (BP) — Wayland 

College’s entry in the 1955 Freedoms 
Foundation college campus program com
petition recently won second place prize 
of $200 and a George Washington honor 
medal.

The prize was for the local Baptist 
college’s program of Christian education, 
“stressing particularly the intergradation of 
foreign background students and their 
strong indoctrination in the ‘American Way 
of Life.’”
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by ROY W. BABB, Winchester

Tennessee Topics

Walker Memorial Church, Franklin, 
celebrated its fourth anniversary, March 4. 
They have $1,000.00 in the building fund 
and burned a note for $5,000.00. Those 
who contributed to the program were Edwin 
Alexander, P. F. Langston, and Belmont 
College Choir under director of William 
S. Mathis. The Sunday school record was 
broken with 149 present. Lloyd E. Lawrence 
is pastor.

First Church, Murfreesboro, reached 
their goal of 100,000 in cash and pledges 
for Building Fund March 4. Groundbreak
ing services are scheduled for June 9, 113th 
Anniversary of the church.

Crievewood Church, Nashville, ordained 
Ralph Irwin, Bailey Franklin, and Edwin 
Cooper as deacons.

Billy Chitwood, Belmont College student, 
accepted a call as pastor of Station Camp 
Church in Bledsoe Ass’n.

First Church, Franklin, welcomed John 
Winch, Belmont College student, as music 
director.

Lakewood Church, Donelson, called 
Charles Dinkins as pastor. For the past 
four years he has been pastor at South 
Royal Church in Jackson. He is graduate 
of Union University and Southwestern 
Seminary. His wife is former Virginia Der- 
ryberry of Jackson.

Sponsorship of Fair Hill Mission in 
Fairview community near Nashville re
cently transferred from Edgefield to Park 
Avenue Church. Mission started in fall 
of 1954 with Jesse Dodson as pastor. . . 
now has 50 members. . . recently pur
chased three-acre lot.

Rosedale Church, Nashville, has observed 
homecoming Sunday as day of praise and 
thanksgiving for rebuilt church, which 
was destroyed by fire last December. Pas
tor J. C. Spencer, Michael Mayernick and 
Zeb Walker were speakers.

Goodlettsville Church had the largest 
attendance in the history of the church 
during the revival, March 4-11. Pastor B. 
Frank Collins reports a Sunday school 
record attendance of 426 on March 11. 
F. M. Dowell, Jr., Secretary of Evangelism, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, did the 
preaching, Mr. Albert Skinner, the church’s 
minister of music directed the music. Of 
the 41 additions, 25 were by baptism, 16 
by letter. f

E. R. Webster has accepted the pastorate 
of Liberty Church, Salem Association and 
is already on the field.
Thursday, March 29, 1956

Eastland Church, Nashville, had Ray 
Rozell of Tyler, Texas to lead teaching 
clinic March 12-16. This church has also 
ordered air-conditioning for their build
ing.

Nashville Ass’n House of Hope for 
transients has been re-opened after re
pairs and remodeling at 129 Seventh Ave., 
So.' Thomas E. Boggess is director. Juve
nile Aid Ministry director, Jack Cayce, 
reports that of 122 boys in juvenile deten
tion home checked, 76 gave no church 
preference. 

»

Mid-State Baptist Hospital Administrator, 
Gene Kidd, has been appointed by Gov
ernor Clement to the Hospital Licensing 
Board.

* _ ~ ■ > •

Saturn Drive Church will engage in 
revival services April 1-8 with H. J. Rush
ing of Lawrenceburg as evangelist and 
Charles Higgins will serve as song leader.

Belmont College Extension Course is 
being conducted at First Church, Mur
freesboro, with T. Darwin Milligan of 
Woodbury Road Church as teacher. 

4

Wm. Carey Ass’n welcomed their new 
field worker, George H. Skutt, in special 
set-vices March 25 at First Church, Fayette
ville. Bro. Skutt has been pastor in Cal
houn, Ga. 

I 
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Wayne Maddox ending 21^ years as 
minister of education and music for Jud
son Church, Nashville. He is going to 
similar post with Eastern Parkway Church 
in Louisville and will study at the Seminary.

North Edgefield Church, Nashville, will 
present a sunrise service Easter Pageant 
oh Fort Negley Hill, with a cast of over 100 
people.

J. William Thompson of Cleveland, Miss., 
accepted a call as minister of music for 
First Church, Clarksville. He is a graduate 
of Peabody College and is now studying in 
School of Church Music, Louisville. He 
will move to Clarksville about June 15.

Grace Church, Nashville, has ordained 
Raymond Langlois, Belmont College stu
dent, to the ministry. Also, Robert Brady 
and Jesse Miller were ordained as deacons. 
L. S. Ewton is serving as interim pastor.

First Church, Gallatin, ready to go ahead 
with recommendation of survey committee 
for new educational building of 38 class 
rooms and 10 assembly rooms. The survey 
committee included Ray Worsham, W. T. 
Chandler, Sr., Loren Borders, James L. 
Cox, and Lloyd Llewellyn.

Stone Ass’n News:
Missionary Henry Guy Jackson has 

moved into new house built by Riverside 
and Stone Ass’ns at Livingston.

Stevens Street Church, Cookeville, wel
comed new pastor, Alton Garrard who 
moved on the field Feb. 17.

Revivals being conducted or planned: 
Algood, First, with Oscar Nash; Caney 
Fork with Charles Lankford; Cookeville. 
First, visitation revival; Dodson Branch 
with H. J. Tallent; Monterey, First with 
Joe Strother; Woodcliff with Jim Rober
son; Poplar Springs with Hershel Riddle; 
Poplar Grove with Clarence Phillips; Ste
vens Street with Alton Garrard.

New Duck River Ass’n News:
March 1 marked the beginning of 11th 

year for C. D. Tabor as missionary.
Kenneth Chapman has resigned as pastor 

at Fosterville.
El Bethel held Special recognition serv

ice for G.A.’s and R.A.’s.
Sunday school rooms being completed in 

basement at Calvary Church. Revival be
gins April 8 with Dewey Roach of Belmont 
College as evangelist.

R. C. Hornbuckle has accepted call to 
serve as pastor for half time at Hurricane 
Grove. He is also pastor at Rover.

Revival Services:
First Church, Old Hickory, March 11-18 

with Terry Davis of Hendersonville as 
evangelist and Chet Jackson of Atlanta 
as song leader.

Judson Church, Nashville, March 18-28 
with Albert McClellan as evangelist and 
Wayne Maddox directing music.

Madison Street Mission, Nashville, March 
18-28 with Pastor J. Oscar Lumpkin as 
evangelist and Bill Scudder of Brook Hol
low church leading singing.

Edgefield Church, Nashville, March 
18-25 with Lyman Smith Allen of Im
manuel Church, Henderson, Ky. as evan
gelist and William A. Cox of B. S. S. B. 
as song leader.

Riverside Church, Nashville, March, 
18-25 with Neal Jones of Greenville, Texas 
as evangelist and Bill Ball local music 
director leading singing.

Springfield Church, April 1-10, with 
Charles Trentham of Knoxville as evan
gelist and Floyd Patterson local music 
director.

First Church, Livingston, April 1-6 with 
Graham Harrell of Eden, Ala., as evange
list and Jac Duvall of Cookeville directing 
music.

Seventh Church, Nashville, April 8-20 
with Earl Jones of Blaine as evangelist and 
Dave Mitchell local music director.

North Springfield Church, April 15-25 
with Pastor Reid R. Compton as evangelist.

First Church, Carthage, beginning April 
15 with Pastor J. C. Parrish as evangelist 
and Sammy Bob Torrence as song leader.

Greenbrier Church, April 22-29 with 
Carl Duck of Batesville, Miss., as evange
list and Jim Cooley of Chattanooga as song 
leader.
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LEARN TO UNDERSTAND

We are a great body of people in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Our distances 
are great now and our people more hetero
geneous than ever. Once we were small 
farmers and share croppers in a definite 
geographical section of this country. Wr 
were of one general cultural character. Our 
cities grew out of our own country-bred 
folk.

Now in every way we are different. The 
geographical situation has expanded until 
there are no lines of'demarcation;'We have 
become even in this original section an in
dustrial folk as well -as rural. In -addition, 
we have embraced peoples of such/different 
attitudes toward life and of such different 
patterns that we are no longer the Psame. 
Traditions which grew out of varying back
grounds confront us on several fronts.

Our leadership situation has greatly 
changed. The leader who has been called 
to a new.-environment is in a role different 
from the leader who is a part of his environ
ment. Denominational affiliation and loyal
ties have a different meaning out of the old 
and deep south. Attitudes toward race vary 
from the church that fired its pastor for 
voting with the majority in St. Louis to an 
association that recently voted Negro 
chruches into their fellowship and to 
churches that received them into their 
fellowship on a local basis.

We cannot succeed unless we have un
derstanding. We cannot change the tradi
tions of people in new areas to fit the pat
tern of the old southern culture. These 
new areas must also realize that they can
not re-mold the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. Churches in Lowndes County, Ala
bama are not apt to open their church rolls 
to Negro Baptists and the churches in 
Illinois are not apt to boycott a meeting 
where a Negro brother appears on the 
program.

We can understand each other if we try. 
Perhaps the most important factor in un
derstanding is that of securing reliable in
formation. Unfortunately our newspapers 
help us very little. Incidents are magnified 
all out of proportion toward the point of 
view of the various sections involved. A

It is good practice to withhold judgment 
until more complete information is secured. 
While we were in another state recently, a 
good brother became quite a nuisance as 
he berated all the “cowardly preachers in 
Mississippi who for the sake of their jobs 
kept silent during the worst persecution ever 
heaped upon a race of people.” It was use
less to talk to him. He does not represent 
the thinking Baptists of his state, but. all of 
his presuppositions were based on false in
formation.

Another factor in understanding is that 
of placing one-self in the other person’s 
place. We cannot do this very well, for we 
often imagine ourselves to be heroes in, a 
different environment. Actually most of us 
would adjust to the conditions of our im
mediate community both in form and in 

content. I’m told that a mountain near the 
eastern seaboard^divides the two schools 
of thought on alien immersion. Preachers 
pass from one side to another changing 
polity as they cross the mountain. This may 
be an exaggeration, but it is characteristic 
of most of us. We adapt our convictions to 
our environment. We aren’t so heroics we 
are human.

We must try to understand the problems 
confronting new churches in new areas. 
They must also realize that the settled 
churcheS( must live in the condition of 
their own situation. One brother looking 
at a new church building in an old Baptist 
community asked, “Why didn’t they build 
with brick and concrete blocks and send 
the difference to us?” The zeal of workers

I *1 J

in new communities is always inspiring. 
They will not advance without it. But we 
cannot overlook the value .of stability, in 
the established areas.

Thus Saifh the Preacher—
J 

* •

Starter Sermons
Dear Editor:

A popular preacher’s magazine has a column entitled “Sermon Starters” in which 
a seed is planted which, with proper cultivation, could germinate into a full grown 
sermon. Reversing the topic it is more pertinent to ask: “Have any of our sermons 
ever started anything?” Some of yours and mine may have started a general movement 
toward the exists, but that’s not what I mean.

Some 60 years ago in Chicago there was a preacher named Frank W. Gunsaulus. A 
powerful preacher, some 4000 people would pack Plymouth Church to hear him. One 
morning his subject was “Youth Today”, and Gunsaulus tore into it. He was pleading 
for the opportunity for young men to realize their powers. After all, Chicago was a 
young city, made that way by hard-working men.

“What is money?” he asked. “We have the money. A million dollars would found 
an institution here that would train able young men by the hundreds to be the future 
industrial leaders of our mighty future.”

In the audience was Phillip Armour, giant of the meat packing industry. His eyes 
glowed with interest and enthusiasm as he listened. Meeting the preacher after the 
service, he asked: “What would you do if you had a million dollars?” “I’d establish that 
institution right now,” said Gunsaulus. “The million is yours.”

(If I’d been preaching my faith would probably have been so weak I’d have fainted 
right there.)

Mr. Armour gave the money and added more millions in later years. From the 
sermon was born the Armour Institute ’ of Technology, one of the world’s great 
scientific schools, now merged with the Illinois Institute of Technology.

William Booth heard a sermon in a chapel in England and walked out of that little 
Methodist chapel to found the Salvation Army. The blow that outlawed dueling in 
America was struck by the Reverend Eliphalet Nott in a sermon in Albany, N. Y., after 
Aaron Burr killed Alexander Hamilton. “Billy” Sunday got his start by listening to a 
mission preacher on a street corner. Grace Moore and Gladys Swarthout are said to 
have got their operatic starts singing in Sunday’s revivals.

Some 50 million Americans attend church with some degree of regularity. They 
listen to more than 15 million sermons annually. Every, conscientious minister asks: 
“Will this sermon click?” Despite all the competing entertainment interests, this im- 
mense, potential of staging something still is present/

Can this Sunday’s'sermon, start a spiritual awakening,' like Jonathan Edwards? Can 
it arouse a man who can do something, like Gunsaulus? Can it stir up the conscience 
of the nation, like Nott?

Ah! what power there is in the sermon!
Wonderingly yours,
G. Avery Lee

Perhaps it is too much to expect one 
who is on the cutting edge of missions to 
understand the calmness of the more settled 
churches who seem to be content while 
the whole world goes to the dogs, and 
perhaps it is too much to expect one who 
has not been on the cutting edge to place 
himself in such a position and understand 
problems that are so irrevelant to his life 
situation. But if this vast heterogeneous 
people called Southern Baptists adhere, they 
must find a way to do it.

We have many “isms” in our denomina
tion. In fact we could justify the title for 
our convention as “The Confederation of 
Heterogeneous Types of Baptists in the 
United States, Canada, and Cuba.” The 
future may give us an even greater variety 
of “isms,” but if we desire a unity of spirit 
and fellowship in service, we must learn to 
understand.

Lee Gallman, Director
Seminary Extension Department 
P. O. Box 530
Jackson, Mississippi
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-Next Sundays J^eSSon-------------------------
by O. L. RIVES, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International Bible Lesson for Christian 
Training, copyrighted by International Council or Religious Education

TEXTS: Luke 24:1-53 (Larger)—Luke 24:28-34, 44-53 (Printed).

The Meaning of the Resurrection
In this the concluding chapter of Luke’s 

gospel (the larger text) we behold the 
risen Christ. It was written by a physician 
who no doubt had something of the objec
tive frame of mind, willing to record the 
facts as given to him about this marvelous 
Person who triumphed over even death and 
the grave. This is the essence of the mean
ing of Easter Sunday, the day foe this 
lesson’s consideration.

The events furnished us here remind us of 
a story of more than a hundred years ago. 
It is said that after the battle of Waterloo 
the message of Napoleon’s defeat was be
ing transmitted across the English Channel 
to the anxious people in England by means 
of semaphore. The messenger had spelled 
out the words, “Wellington defeated”, when 
blinding fog suddenly settled. The watchers 
in England uttered a cry of anguish and 
disappointment thinking that Napoleon had 
again won out against them and their 
allies. But then, just as suddenly, the fog 
lifted and the messenger continued to wig
wag the news which finally read, “Welling
ton defeated Napoleon”. Joy displayed 
anguish in the hearts of those receiving 
the message. So it was with our Lord’s 
resurrection. For a time it looked as if the 
message was, “Jesus defeated” but Luke 
and the others knew that it ultimately read, 
“Jesus defeated death”. And so do we who 
know Him as our Saviour and Lord.
Announced by Angels and Women (vv. 1-12)

Early Sunday morning three women who 
had been Jesus’ followers came to the 
tomb seeking His body but found it not. 
Two heavenly beings, perhaps angels, an
nounced to them what had happened ac
cording to His own prophecy made while 
in Galilee some time previously. The 
women, in turn, announced the glorious 
news to the Eleven and the others who at 
first refused to accept the story as being 
true. This point is of striking significance 
for it answers the attempts of some today 
who would insist that Jesus’ followers were 
expecting Him to arise from the grave 
and thus were the victims of their own 
delusions. But the records indicate the 
exact opposite. Simon Peter satisfied him
self, however, by visiting the tomb for 
himself and seeing it empty but for the 
linen cloths just as the women had said.

Heard in Conversation and Explanation 
(vv. 13-27)

Two of His disciples, one named Cleopas, 
journeyed to Emmaus that first Easter 
Sunday when they found themselves being 
accompanied by a stranger who turned out 
to be Jesus. He entered into conversation 
with them about what was uppermost in 

their thoughts, namely, the crucifixion and 
death of the One they had hoped would 
redeem Israel. The third day had now 
come since His death and their hopes were 
melting. Those who had visited the empty 
tomb had not seen the risen Christ, evidently 
as they had expected, so their sorrow and 
disappointment increased. At this point 
Jesus began to interpret the recent events 
concerning Himself in the light of the Old 
Testament teachings and statements. Was 
there ever a kind of Bible study quite 
like this one? With patience and careful
ness, Jesus referred to Moses and the 
Prophets and showed how they wrote con
cerning what had recently come to pass 
in Jerusalem. Prophecy and history came 
together under His masterful handling. 
Who would not have enjoyed the rare 
privilege of that Emmaus Road on that 
eventful day?

Seen at Eating and Questioning (vv. 28-43)
The end of the journey was near, with 

Jesus about to depart, when the two in
sisted that He remain with them. It was 

IN NEED OF BED ROCK

good that they did, for He ate with them 
(apparently) and in so doing revealed who 
He was in the breaking of bread. But He 
vanished from them. Later He appeared 
before a larger group, showed them His 
wounds and ate with them. He banished 
all doubts and fears, convincing all of the 
reality of His resurrection. Those today 
who would insist that Jesus did not actually 
and literally arise from the dead encounter 
insuperable difficulty in explaining this 
and related passages. Jesus made at least 
ten appearances during the period of forty 
days between His resurrection and ascen
sion.
Sending Through Witnessing and Rejoicing 
(vv. 44-53)

After proving again that the recent events 
conformed to what had been written long 
before in the Old Testament, He sent 
the disciples out to witness to Him in terms 
of “repentance and remission of sins”. He 
told them to remain in Jerusalem until 
imbued with power from above which 
Luke records in the Acts that they did. 
Next Sunday’s lesson material will deal 
with this. The point is that these disciples 
(presumably around five hundred) would 
hardly have obeyed an apparition. Jesus, 
on the other hand, was very real to them. 
After this, He ascended from Mt. Olivet 
near Jerusalem. There was rejoicing as 
the disciples returned to Jerusalem which 
again is unthinkable if they had not seen 
Him in person as He left the earth and 
went back to Heaven.
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Foreign Missionaries Now Total 1,034
Sixteen new appointments and two re

appointments at the March meeting of the 
Foreign Mission Board brought the total 
number of active Southern Baptist foreign 
missionaries to 1,034.

Dr. Baker James Cauthen, executive sec- - 
retary of the Board, said the 16 new ap
pointees are the first of 125 expected ap
pointments this year. “We believe we will 
be able to come to 1964, when the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of the triennial 
convention will be celebrated, with a staff 
already in excess of 1,750 missionaries,” he 
said.

“We look forward to the meeting of the 
Board in April and the meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Kansas City 
with high anticipation of further advance in 
world missions. There has never been a 
time when the hearts of Southern Baptists 
were more united upon a worldwide enter
prise than in this present day.”

Lottie Moon Offering
Treasurer Everett L. Deane reported that 

as of March 8 the Board had received $3,- 
858,445 from the 1955 Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering. This compares with $3,185,- 
146 for the same date last year and is only 
$99,376 less than the final total of $3,957,- 
821 for the 1954 offering. Books on the 
1955 offering will be closed May 1.

The Commission
Dr. Eugene L. Hill, secretary for mis

sionary education and promotion, reported 
that the circulation of the Board’s world 
journal, The Commission, reached an all- 
time high of 119,294 in February. This 
compares with an average circulation of 
78,753 in 1950.

Single subscriptions to The Commission 
are $1.00. However, your church can send 
The Commission to every family in its 
membership at the cost of only 55 cents 
per year per family. Send subscriptions to 
The Commission, Box 5148, Richmond 20, 
Va.

Foreign Missions Conferences
“Forward in World Missions” is the 

theme of the 1956 Foreign Missions Con
ferences at Glorieta and Ridgecrest Baptist 
Assemblies. The dates are: Glorieta, July 
5-11; Ridgecrest, August 16-22.

Dr. Hill, who will direct the conference 
at Glorieta, and Dr. Rogers M. Smith, who 
will direct the conference at Ridgecrest, 
have announced that this year’s programs 
are being planned to help Southern Bap
tists prepare for World Missions Week (Oc
tober 29 through November 5) and World 
Missions Year (October, 1956, through De
cember, 1957).

Latin America
Dr. Frank K. Means, secretary for 

Latin America, reported by airmail from

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where he had just 
concluded the direction of a two weeks’ 
conference with 46 missionary leaders from 
12 Latin American countries.

“Mission work in Venezuela is harassed 
by the high cost of maintaining a program,” 
he reported. “But the people of Venezuela, 
despite the relatively high costs, are as de
serving of the gospel’s benefits as are peo
ple who live in much less expensive places.

“Ecuador is a country of marked con
trasts: wealth, and mass poverty; the high 
Andes, and the fertile coastal plains; reac
tionary conservatism, and enlightened 
liberalism; descendants of the Spanish con
quistadors, and stolid Indians; a highly 
cultured population segment, and wide
spread illiteracy; religious intolerance, and 
gospel opportunity.

“As tragic as were the deaths of the five 
missionaries slain by the Auca Indians, this 
unfortunate occurrence has nevertheless 
created a new appreciation for evangelical 
missionaries in Ecuador. Although the 
Aucas themselves remain unconvinced, the 
Ecuadorians generally now realize that the 
slain men came to give rather than receive. 
They understand as never before that the 
purpose of evangelical missions and mis
sionaries is to work for the betterment of 
Ecuador’s people.”

Carolina School Puts
Off Racial Decision

RALEIGH, N. C.—(BP)—Trustees of 
Baptist-owned Meredith College here have 
postponed a decision on whether to admit 
Negroes to the women’s ^school.

Two Baptist colleges in North Carolina 
recently have turned down Negroes. The 
state Baptist convention says it’s up to each 
college to reach its own decision on student 
integration.

Warren in New York
NEW YORK CITY—(BP)—Southern 

Baptist Convention President C. C. War
ren was here recently to attend the annual 
meeting of the Religion in American Life 
Corporation. While in the city, Warren was 
guest of honor at an informal luncheon 
arranged by Reuben E. Nelson, general 
secretary, American Baptist Convention.

Central Seminary Picks
"Rural Church of Year"

KANSAS CITY, Kans. — (BP) — A 
Southern Baptist church in northwest Mis
souri has been designated the outstanding 
rural Baptist church of the year by Central 
Baptist Seminary here.

The honor went to First Baptist Church, 
Kearney, Mo., whose pastor is Glen E. 
Muncy. The church has 334;=members and 
last year had total gifts of $30,447.

It is in Clay-Platte Baptist Association.
The seminary limited consideration to 

Baptist churches located within 150 miles 
of Kansas City.

Prepare to Live
by H. H. Smith, Sr., Ashland, Va.

Just before leaving this world, Jesus 
told His followers that He was going away 
to prepare a place for them. “Let not your 
hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father’s house there 
are many rooms; if it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And when I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also.” (John 14:1-3 R.S.V.).

The unrepentant person is not prepared 
to die,—neither is he prepared to live— 
to live here or hereafter. We must first 
be prepared to live here, before we can 
expect to live happily hereafter. Heaven is 
a place prepared for those who are pre
pared for it. There are countless numbers, 
no doubt, who seem to think that, if only 
they could get to heaven, where there 
is supreme joy and happiness, they would 
be happy, regardless of the way they may 
have lived here on earth. Jesus never 
taught anyone to believe that. All through 
His life He made it plain that happiness 
in the life beyond the grave is conditioned 
upon the way we live here.
Immortality Entails Responsibility

The responsibility that immortality lays 
on the individual is well summed up by 
Dr. Slattery, who is quoted as follows: 
“Immortality throws upon the individual at 
least four commanding responsibilities: the 
responsibility to be master of himself in 
all temptations; the responsibility to be 
courageous in all the hard places of ex
perience; the responsibility to detach him
self from the mere things of life; and the 
responsibility to buckle to himself a task 
so great that only eternity is long enough 
to complete it. If he fulfills these respon
sibilities he has already passed from death 
into the endless life. He already stands 
firmly in the high and beautiful country of 
immortality.”

How can we prepare ourselves for the 
life eternal which has been prepared for 
us? Alone, we would be utterly helpless 
to prepare for the glorious life beyond, but, 
as followers of Christ, we are not alone. 
When we fully commit our lives to God, 
to do His will at all costs, we have the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, 
producing in us “the fruit of the Spirit”: 
“Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” 
(Gal. 6:22-23. R.S.V.). On earth or in 
heaven, are there any higher traits of 
Christian character than those just men
tioned? The important question for us now 
is: Is my life fully committed to God, and 
are these lofty traits of Christian character 
being produced in me day by day? Per
haps our best response to that question 
would be in the words of the apostle, Paul: 
“Not that I already obtained this or am 
already perfect; but I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 
me His own.” (Phil. 3:12 R.S.V.).
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Mrs. Hugh Hailey, Carthage, Tennessee

What Is a Progressive Church?

What constitutes prosperity in a church 
organization? Can its progress be measured 
by worldly standards? Can we gauge its 
true success by such outward signs as a 
large membership, an expansive church 
program, imposing buildings and other 
financial holdings?

All too often we mistake such visible 
results as these to be marks of spiritual 
prosperity when in fact they are no indica
tion at all. A large membership and full- 
time program show diligent effort on the 
part of someone, but are no indication as to 
whether that effort is expended for the 
glory of God or for the purpose of building 
a reputation. Even so, large financial hold
ings may bear testimony to sacrifical giving 
by consecrated souls to the cause of Christ 
or they may indicate a wealthy membership 
and the heaping up of surplus treasures.

Large gifts are made and much effort 
expended each year in the name of charity, 
but in order to know the true worth of 
these plilanthropies one would have to look 
into the heart of every individual donor 
and measure the love that accompanied 
each gift and each deed. So it is with the 
work and giving done in the name of 
Christ—it may be sincere or insincere— 
it may be sacrifical or given purely for 
show—it may be Christ-centered or self
centered. The condition and intent of the 
heart is the only test of its true and lasting 
worth.

Testing the spiritual pulse of a church 
is not too difficult, using the Bible, especi
ally the letters to the early churches, as a 
guide. Practically all of these letters stress 
three outstanding Christian virtues without 
which no church could truly be called pro
gressive. They are love, unity and peace. 
These three are interdependent and cor
relative—where one is manifest there you 
will find the other two.

If a church is to prosper spiritually it 
must be founded on love—love for the 
Lord and love for one’s fellowman. The 
Holy Spirit’s complaint against the church 
at Ephesus was that she had left her first 
love. Christ had ceased to be the object of 
her affections and devotion. She had be
come preoccupied with small things—pro
grams, committee meetings, feasting, build
ing, singing and entertaining rather thah 
keeping fellowship with Christ through 
Bible study and prayer. The members had 
unconsciously turned their eyes away from 
the One who had redeemed them and were 
no doubt praising and honoring one an
other and glorying in their own works.

It is easy for a church to become pre
occupied with its own program without 
realizing the tragedy that is overtaking it. 
The decline is usually so gradual as to be 

unpreceptible to its victims until it is 
almost too far gone to be redeemed. The 
Ephesians seemed not to realize their plight 
until they were suddenly called to repent
ance and warned of their continuance in 
the downward trend toward apostasy.

Many present day churches have left their 
first love and have become engrossed in a 
maelstrom of worldly activities which are 
conducted under the name of Christ but 
do Him little or no honor. Where this 
situation exists there can be little genuine 
love among the members, and needless to 
say, there can be little love for the lost 
in the hearts of those who are lacking 
in devotion to Christ and love for one an
other. A church may appear to be evan
gelistic because of a growing membership 
but unless that growth is the result of 
genuine interest in the souls of men and a 
fervent desire to see them won to Christ, 
the effort, the result and the apparent glory 
are as “sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal” 
in the sight of the Lord.

Where love is absent it is impossible to 
have unity of spirit and purpose. On the 
other hand there will be dissension and 
divisions, oftentimes ending in the splitting 
of the church membership. The Christians 
at Corinth were likened unto the human 
body and admonished to work together as 
such (I Cor. 12). They were to “speak the 
same things” that there be no divisions 
among them and that they be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment (I Cor. 1:10). This 
spirit of unity can only prevail where self 
is abased and the Holy Spirit is given pre
eminence in all things.

Peace is the natural outgrowth of love 
and unity. Its importance is seen in the 
fact that all the letters to the churches open 
with a salutation of “grace and peace 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” It is difficult to imagine the Holy 
Spirit, who is the real author of these 
writing (Gal. 1:11, 12) repeatedly pro
nouncing this blessing of peace upon the 
early churches if it is so illusive and un
obtainable as some claim it to be in a 
democratic church. The early church was 
even mote democratic than most churches 
of today, in that they seemed to be en
tirely self-governing, and where there was 
dissension among them we are told that 
it sprang from the lusts of their carnal 
natures and was the result of walking after 
the flesh rather than in the Spirit (James 
4:1-5).

Paul spoke sharply to the church at 
Corinth concerning her wordly condition. 
After telling these “babes in Christ” that 
he had fed them with milk because they 
were not able to receive the meat of the 

gospel he said, “Ye are yet carnal, for 
whereas there is envying and strife and 
divisions are ye not carnal and walk as 
men? (I Cor. 3:3). Later he warns them of 
being beguiled by false leaders who would 
corrupt their minds from the simplicity 
that is in Christ (II Cor. 11:3, 4, 13-15) 
and hinder their spiritual growth.

He told the church at Rome to “mark 
them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them. For they that arc 
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good works and 
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple.” (Rom. 16:17, 18). False leaders 
always draw away disciples after them and 
thereby cause divisions among the church 
members.

The apostolic church is our example and 
its teachings our guide, and if we would 
be truly progressive in our Christian en
deavors we must adhere closely to the 
pattern laid down by those trail blazers 
of Christianity. We read in the book of 
Acts that “the multitude of them which 
believed were of one heart and of one 
soul” (Acts 4:32) and that “the Lord 
added unto the church daily such as should 
be saved” (Acts 2:47). At one time this 
was “about three thousand souls,” at an
other “about five thousand” and at other 
times “great multitudes.”

These primitive Christians had no fine 
chapels in which to worship, but wherever 
they were assembled—in an upper room 
—in the house of a disciple—by the river
side—or in the deep recesses of the cata
combs—they gave themselves continually 
to prayer for the power and presence of 
the Holy Spirit. They had no extensive 
organizations or high powered programs for 
spreading the gospel, but each disciple 
went in the power of the Spirit, speaking 
the Word of God with boldness because 
they could not but speak the things which 
they had seen and heard (Acts 4:20, 31). 
They were of one heart and of one soul 
because their hearts and lives were yielded 
to Christ and the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit.

Their devotion and faithfulness were 
richly rewarded, for “mightily grew the 
Word of God and prevailed” (Acts 19:20) 
and the number of disciples multiplied 
greatly (Acts 6:7). This was real, enduring 
prosperity!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAINING UNION

A Baby in the House
Hannah Brummitt

The house at the corner of 
I Fourth Avenue and King

Street is all astir with excite- 
ment and happiness. The 
telephone rings every little 
bit, visitors come almost 
every day, and the postman 

has brought several packages. When Daddy 
comes home a little earlier than usual, 
Mother does not always have the meal 
ready. You see, there is a baby in the 
house!

This is only one home and one baby and 
one group of parents. There are thousands 
of homes like this, for approximately 11,000 
babies are born each day in the United 
States.

Each of these babies becomes a respon
sibility and an opportunity to some church. 
These parents need help and guidance in 
being good parents and in maintaining a 
home that will develop Christian character 
in the child. Few homes are Christian 
without the aid of a Christian church.

Your church has an open door to every 
home of Baptist preference or no church 
preference with a baby in it. Through the 
baby the hearts of the parents can be 
reached. The parents of these babies pro
vide your richest field for evangelism for 
the present. The babies of today offer an 
evangelistic opportunity for the future.

How can these babies and their parents 
be found? A well-directed Baby Hunt in 
May in your church will find many of them. 
How can a Christian home be provided for 
each baby? Provide an adequate Cradle 
Roll organization so that each home can 
be served through regular and purposeful 
visitation. Secure the regular attendance of 
the baby and his parents in Sunday school. 
Win the parents to Christ and help them 
maintain a Christian home.

Go in search of these babies. Have a 
Baby Hunt in May. Secure from the office 
of the state Sunday school secretary the 
Baby Hunt leaflet “Who Will Get the 
Babies?”

Miss Brummitt is Superintendent of 
Cradle Roll work, Sunday school depart
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board, Nash
ville, Tennessee.
BE A STANDARD VACAT/ON 

6/6LE SCHOOL 
Why a Standard?

This standard is primarily a measuring 
instrument. The principal can use it be

fore the school to learn how nearly ready 
the faculty is. During the school he can 
use it to know what is and is not being 
done. After the school, he can use it to 
measure how effective the school was.

To make it easier for the principal to 
use the standard in these ways, it lists in 
detail important matters presented in the 
Vacation Bible School Guide, the depart
ment textbooks, and the books in the Princi
pal’s Package. For each separate item, four 
or more points are given. The possible 
points are one thousand.

The standard can be used effectively by 
rural, town, or city schools. Making the 
thousand points is not dependent on the 
building of the size or location of the 
school, but on preparation, organization, 
and administration. The main purpose of 
the standard is to help get better schools 
for the pupils, not to get recognition and 
honor for the school, although it is an 
honor for a school to be standard. A prin
cipal should be strict in counting points. He 
gains nothing, but really loses, if he gives 
the school more points than were actually- 
made.

There Are Twa Divisions
The standard has two divisions,. A and 

B. This is so that it may be effectively 
used by every school, for there axe many 
items listed in Division B that cannot well 
apply to small schools.

Division A
Division A relates to what is possible for 

every school. There aje ten sections with 
points varying from 50 to 200. Each sec
tion has from two to five subsections with 
points varying from 4 to 100. The total 
points that can be made are 1,000. The 
points made are graded as follows: 
Standard School —.1,000 points, or 100% 
Grade A School ______________________  

__900 to 999 points, or 90 to 99.9% 
Grade B School______________________  

_ 800 to 899 points, or 80 to 89.9% 
Grade C School______________________  

_ 700 to 799 points, or 70 to 79.9% 
Grade D School_____________ 1_______

—•—600 to 699 points, or 60 to 60.9% 
Grade E School ______________________

. —. 599 points or less, or 59% or less

Division B
Division B covers all items not in Divi

sion A, many of which may be achieved 
in any school. They are important, but 
some cannot be related to some schools. 
There are 19 sections. The points made 
may be several hundred, depending on what 
each school may be able to do. If the points 
made in Division B total 300 or more on 
10 or more of the 19 sections, it doubles 
the letter of Division A for its total grade. 
To illustrate: if a school is Grade C on Di
vision A, it is a Grade CC school if it 
makes 300 or more points on. at least 10 of 
the 19 sections of Division B.

Baptist Youth Night

How young people enjoy singing to
gether, thinking together, discussing youth’s 
problems together. How they enjoy some
thing “of their own”—something they have 
planned, promoted, and carried out. How 
good it is to join together in something 
big and worthwhile!

YOUTH NIGHT gives just such an 
opportunity. Begun a year, ago, it is already 
a tremendous success. Last year, over forty 
thousand young people attended such 
meetings, enjoyed the singing, and dis
cussions, and were inspired by the mes
sages.

Twenty associations in Tennessee held
Baptist Youth Night: 
Big Hatchie 
Chilhowee 
Concord 
Cumberland 
East Tennessee 
Fayette 
Gibson 
Hamilton 
Holston 
Knox
Holston Valley

Check with your 

Jefferson 
Loudon Co. 
Madison-Chester 
McMinn 
Nashville 
New Duck 
New Salem 
Nolachucky 
Sweetwater 
Watauga 
Western District 

associational officers
concerning plans for Baptist Youth Night 
in your association. Make plans for a 
good group from your church to attend. 
“Let’s Get Together BAPTIST YOUTH
NIGHT” posters and tracts are available 
from the State Training Union Department, 
Belcourt at 16th Ave., S., Nashville. May 
the youth of your church have this oppor
tunity.

Baptist Youth Night promises rewards to 
your association. More important, it prom
ises encouragement, information, and in
spiration to your youth.

Baptist

00 YOU APPRECIATE YOUR CHOIR!
Write for FREE detail* 

of our plan

CHURCH CHOIR AWARDS
MOGECREST ROAD Box 599-A
JOHNSON CITY TENNESSEE
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R. L. Franklin Dies
R. L. Franklin died recently at Flagler 

Hospital, St. Augustine, Florida. Brother 
Franklin served as missionary in Middle 
Tennessee and held pastorates in East Ten
nessee before going to Florida where he 
was active in pastoral work until 1955 
when he retired because of a heart ailment.

Seminar on Protestantism
DELAND, Fla. — (BP) — Sydney E. 

Ahlstrom, of Yale University divinity 
school, and John A. Hague, of the Stetson 
University faculty here, will offer a summer 
seminar at Stetson on “The Impact of 
Protestantism on American Democracy.” 
Hague is director of the Merrill program 
of American studies at the local Baptist 
university.

Springfield—More than 100 years old, Mrs. Helen Peck Neville, who reached that milestone 
Dec. 19, 1955, is shown here with her daughter, Mrs. J. T. Carter. Native of Lowes, Ky. 
and graduate of Clinton College, Mrs. Neville taught school. She married G. W. Neville of 
Arlington, Ky. where she lived till moving to Waco, Texas in 1912. Since 1943 she has 
made her home with Rev. and Mrs. Carter in Springfield. Bro. Carter serves Robertson Associ
ation as missionary. Mrs. Neville is a strong advocate of what Baptists believe and has been a 
faithful church member since early childhood.

Broadman Press
Presents

Its Latest in Fiction

BERKELEY, CALIF.—Commencement exercises at Golden Gate Theological Seminary will be 
held April 26-27. Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, executive secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, 
Washington, D. C., will preach the baccalaureate sermon and Dr. Harold K. Groves, president 
of the seminary will deliver the commencement address. Three of the 49 candidates for de
grees are from Tennessee. They are John G. Shannon, Columbia, Master of Religious Educa
tion; H. Paul Smith, Nashville, Master of Theology; and Eugene V. England, Tullahoma, Master 
of Religious Education.

Books Received

Teaching for Results by Findley B. 
Edge; Broadman Press; 230 pp; $3.00.

Religious Freedom in Spain by J. D. 
Hughey, Jr.; Broadman Press, 211 pp; 
$3.00.

My Father Is Rich by J. Clark Hensley;
Williams Printing Co.; 214 pp; $3.00.

Cross-Currents by Arnold Forster and 
Benjamin R. Epstein; Doubleday; 382 pp; 
$4.00.

Outline Studies in Acts by W. H. Griffith 
Thomas; Eerdmans; 555 pp; $4.50.

Expository Outlines on the Whole Bible 
Vol. 1 Genesis-Leviticus by Charles Simeon; 
Zondervan; 683 pp; $3.95.

Eager Beavers
Out in our shop there are several con
scientious, interested folks who take 
intense, personal pride in their daily 
tasks. ... We are quite proud of these 
“eager beavers” and feel that they will 
enjoy putting their energy to work on your 
Printing and/or Lithographing problems. 
. . . Won’t you give them an early oppor
tunity, please? p

' Phone 42-C594

CBLEY PRIHTUVa COMPANY
412 Dcmonbreun St., Nashville,. Tenn.

STUMBLE
UPON THE

DARK MOUNTAINS
by Lon Woodrum

This exciting tale of a young war veteran 
who finds himself in a tough oil town ruled by 
gangsters who want him out of the way is 
packed with real-life conflict and adventure.

With the help of the town sheriff and a 
fearless* uncompromising preacher, Luke Halla- 
han learns the real meaning of Christianity and 
finds a clue to the puzzle of life. This new 
novel will hold your interest throughout and 
inspire you to stand up for your Christian 
convictions.

Please send:
copies of STUMBLE UPON THE 
DARK MOUNTAINS (26b) $2.00
(State sales tax, if any, extra.)

Charge to _________________________________

__________________  Enclosed is $

Address ________________________________

City._____________________State

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
Nashville—161 8th Ave., N.
Chattanooga—734 Cherry St. 

Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave. 
Memphis—24 North Second St.
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I Believe in Social Security

by H. H. Hobbs, First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

There are three very definite reasons 
why I believe wholly in the Social Security 
Act which the Congress of the United 
States enacted Jan. 1, 1955, granting cover
age to ministers.

First, one of my members, United States 
Senator Robert S. Kerr, was the author of 
an amendment to the Social Security Act 
granting this coverage on a voluntary basis 
to ministers and “members of religious 
orders other than those who have taken a 
vow of poverty.”

In my opinion, Senator Kerr has ren
dered a valuable service to those covered 
by this amendment. He rendered invaluable 
service in committee hearings, helping to 
safeguard the time-honored Baptist prin
ciple of the separation of church and state.

Second, it was my privilege to be chair
man of a committee which appeared before 
the Senate finance committee on behalf of 
Southern Baptists to lend whatever informa
tion and assistance possible in getting the 
type law which would be acceptable to 
Southern Baptist people.

I believe this has been done, resulting 
in a law that every minister can afford 
to take advantage of. The coverage is on 
a voluntary basis with no conflict between 
church and state involved. Just as a minis
ter pays other taxes, including his automo
bile tags, as a citizen, so he can pay the 
social security tax individually as a citizen.

Much-Needed Addition
Third, this Social Security Act provides 

a much-needed addition to the retirement 
benefits available to a minister through the 
denominational retirement plan. There is 
no conflict whatever between the two. If 
someone has to choose between the de
nominational plan and the government 
plan by all means he should retain his 
denominational plan, which provides for 
more security than the other.

The ideal, of course, is to enter the 
social security plan of the government in 
addition to his denominational retirement 
benefits. This will insure a much needed 
income at a period in life when it will 
mean the most.

Thus, I would urge every Baptist minis
ter and worker involved to avail himself 
of this opportunity. Under this law a minis
ter had two years from Jan. 1, 1955 in 
which to enter the social security plan.

In the case of a newly ordained minister, 
he has two years following his ordination 
in which to enter. This means that those 
eligible Jan. 1, 1955, may enter the plan 
until Jan. 1, 1957.

Once In, Always In
Once in the plan, the person must con

tinue in it.
To obtain social security coverage, file

Form 2031 which may be secured from 
the nearest office of the bureau of in
ternal revenue.

Payment at three per cent of salary, 
which gradually increases to six per cent 
of salary in about 20 years, on a maximum 
salary basis of 4,200, may be made in 
one check at the time income tax is paid 
each year.

Baptists Fight Catholic 
Move on Public Hospital

RALEIGH, N. C.—(BP)—Baptists 
around the North Carolina capital city are 
opposing a Roman Catholic proposal to 
operate a hospital that will be built here 
with a $5 million county bond issue.

Bishop Vincent Waters of the Catholic 
Church made the offer to Wake County 
(Raleigh) officials. The bishop offered 
the county a site on which to build the 
hospital, provided the county would turn 
the hospital over to an order of Catholic 
sisters for operation.

R. N. Sims, Jr., moderator of Raleigh 
Baptist Association, was of the more out
spoken opponents of Bishop Waters’ pro
posal. Leaders of other non-Catholic de
nominations also have protested, claiming 
such an act will violate the principle of 
separation of church and state.

The Little River (N. C.) Baptist Minis
terial Association also voiced its dislike 
of Waters’ proposal.

The county delayed action on Waters’ 
proposal.

New Missouri Secretaries
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.—(BP)—A 

Warrensburg, Mo., businessman 'and a 
Webb City, Mo., minister are new secre
taries of organizations in the Missouri 
Baptist General Association.

Harry L. Cameron, contractor from 
Warrensburg, will serve as secretary of the 
Missouri Baptist Foundation. The pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Webb City, Elgin 
Lee, has become secretary of Baptist Stu
dent Union work for the association (state 
convention).

Honors Minister
PINEVILLE, Ky.—(BP)— J. S. Bell, 

pastor of Hindman (Ky.) Baptist Church, 
has been chosen “Outstanding Mountain 
Minister of the Year.”

The honor was accorded him by Clear 
Creek Mountain Preachers Bible School 
here. He was the overwhelming choice of 
those who served on the selection com- 
mitte, school officials declared.

Bell, in addition to pastoral duties, serves 
on the Southern Baptist committee on 
theological education.

(17th CENTURY BAPTIST PRESS)

Religious Toleration Offered 
in Exchange for English Throne

LONDON, May 2, 1660—(BP)—King 
Charles II, now in exile in Europe, ap
parently is willing to grant England reli
gious toleration in exchange for the throne, 
it was revealed today.

General George Monck, who called the 
new Parliament into session five days ago, 
today read to the lawmakers a letter from 
the king in which he declared “a liberty 
to tender consciences” and granted other 
concessions in the hope that he would be 
called to the throne.

“Because the passions and unchari
tableness of the times have produced 
several opinions in religion by which men 
are engaged in parties and animosities 
against each other,” the king’s letter read, 
“we do declare a liberty to tender con
sciences, and that no man shall be dis
quieted, or called into question for dif
ferences of opinion in matters of religion 
which do not disturb the peace of the 
kingdom, and we shall be ready to consent 
to such an act of Parliament as, upon 
mature deliberation, shall be offered to us 
for the granting of that indulgence.”

News of the king’s offer of religious 
toleration was received with enthusiasm 
here, both by Parliament and the people. 
Protestants have long sought greater free
dom in England and many have fled to 
America to escape persecution.

This is not the first time that an English 
monarch has offered religious toleration, 
however. James I made a declaration 
similar to that of Charles II, but soon 
changed his mind. James found that the 
affinity between the Established Church 
and the absolute monarchy was to his 
advantage. The result was a constant tug 
of war between a Puritan Parliament and 
a high-church king, with Parliament rather 
than James I struggling for religious tolera
tion.

Charles II is believed by informed 
sources to be sincere, however. It is pointed 
out by authorities that Charles doubtless is 
aware that England will support only a 
Protestant monarch.

The letter from the king was sent from 
Breda, Holland. Charles had been residing 
in Catholic Flanders and it is reported that 
he narrowly escaped detention at Brussels 
in his flight to the Protestant stronghold.

Much credit is due General Monck lor 
the prospect of peace and religious indul
gence in England. His army of occupation 
put down the growing disorder which 
followed the death of Richard Cromwell.

The declaration of Charles II, which is 
expected to restore a king to Englan i’s 
vacant throne, also grants Parliament the 
right to settle land disputes which have 
grown out of the recent strife and promises 
to the dissatisfied army payment of b; ck 
wages.

Copyright, 1955, by Historical Commission, 
Southern Baptist Convention
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WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION

SHALL CHRISTIAN WOMEN VOTE?
MRS. FRANK BOGGS

State Director of Community Missions

“Blessed is the Nation whose God is the 
Lord’’, Psalm 33:12a. While countless 
thousands love and serve God in our coun
try today, no one would dare say “God is 
the Lord of America”.

Christian women, the sweethearts, wives 
and mothers of America must wake up to 
the part we have to play in this drama of 
life.

Without controversy woman’s greatest 
place is in the home. The noblest service 
she will ever render is to honor God by her 
Christian influence to a husband and chil
dren and the teaching and training oppor
tunities that are hers.

The ballot placed in her hands was not 
an added honor, but an added responsibility. 
This responsibility she must face. This op
portunity she must use. There are today 
more potential women voters than men.

The women whose hearts are turned 
away from God will use the ballot to give 
America the things that are pulling her 
down. The indifferent woman fails to vote 
and thus lends a negative force for de
stroying our country morally.

Christian women must use the ballot to 
lift America. A vote cast for the right not 
only gives a Christian witness but wields 
power for home, community, the nation and 
the world.

A Christian woman, as she goes to vote, 
must first be informed, and then cast her 
ballot to honor God. It is a tremendous 
Christian responsibility.

STOP for information and God’s leader-

If you have girls who would be interested 
in going to Glorieta, New Mexico, August 
16-22 for the Young Woman’s Auxiliary 
Conference, please let me know. I know 
many of you had planned to send girls to 
Ridgecrest and you may want to send them 
to Glorieta.

We could charter a bus and as we travel 
to and from Glorieta we could stop and 
visit some of our mission fields. The trip 
would mean much to your girls.

We will see about such a trip if we have 
enough girls who are interested in making 
the trip.

Write, Abbie Louise Green, Belcourt at 
16th Ave., S., Nashville.

Woman's Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

Are you planning to attend the meeting 
of the Woman’s Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention which meets in 
Kansas City, Missouri, May 30-June 2? If 
so, make your reservation through the Con
vention Bureau of the Kansas City Cham
ber of Commerce.

Hotel President will be headquarters for 
, the convention but many hotels and motels 

are still available. We suggest that you 
write NOW!

ELIZABETHTON—Approximately 200 
attended g r o u n d-breaking ceremonies, 
March 11, at Oak Street Church which 
marked the beginning of a $25,000 expan
sion program leading to construction of a 
24-classroom educational building. Fred O. 
Ponton, pastor of the church since last 
September, led in the ceremonies.

Mrs. J. A. Arney, charter member of 
the church and widow of the donor of the 
original site of the present building, turned 
the first shovelful of earth. She was assisted 
by R. C. Jordan, chairman of the building 
committee. The two-story brick building 
will join the present structure built in 
1938. The church has approximately 300 
members with a resident membership of 
175.

(Left to right) Frank Isaacs, J. W. 
Jordan, Jr., Charles Moody, Mrs. Arney, 
J. S. Bunting, W. M. Jennings, R. C. 
Jordan (with Mrs. Arney), Fred O. Pon
ton, and at the right D. C. Morley and 
Pell Bare, construction foremen, with R. 
W. Addington, chairman of finance com
mittee.

ship.
GO to vote for clean Christian men.
HELP other women to do the same.
Details of many things you can do along 

the line of Christian politics may be ob
tained from your church Community Mis
sions Chairman.

Ridgecrest Y.W.A. Conference 
Cancelled

Ridgecrest Young Woman’s Auxiliary 
was scheduled May 31-June 6. Due to the 
fact many of the schools in the various 
states would not be out it was decided at 
the meeting for Promotion in Birmingham, 
that Southern Woman’s Missionary Union 
would cancel the Young Woman’s Auxiliary 
Conference this year.

Virginia Intermont 
College

Fully accredited—Baptist—Four-year Junior College 
for women. Excellent equipment 2000 ft. altitude. 
Let us help you make plans. Write

R. L. BRANTLEY, PRESIDENT
Box 35 Bristol, Virginia

A program for every Baptist 
church that has Jewish people 

in its community.

JEWISH FELLOWSHIP 
WEEK

APRIL 23-29, 1956
For helpful information on Jewish Fellowship 
Week/ write to:

JEWISH DEPARTMENT
Baptist Home Mission Board

161 Spring St., N. W., Atlanta 3, Georgia

Invite your Jewish friends 
to hear your pastor preach 
the gospel.
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Tike "tooting Soutk------------------------------ -

In order to include as many friends as 
possible in our Young South column today, 
will you let me choose from each letter 
the portions which seem mo^t interesting? 
I will not leave out anything that would 
help you to make a mind picture of the 
writer. Ready to read and choose?

From Emmeline Martin, Route 2, Mt. 
Juliet, Tennessee:

I was twelve February 18. 1 am a 
Christian and belong to Gladeville Baptist 
Church. My hobbies are swimming, sing
ing, playing basketball, and playing the 
piano. I am a member of the 4-H Club. 
I would like to have all the pen pals that 
I can get. If possible, I would like to have 
a picture of each one.

From Sandra Kaye Overton, 111 Mc
Lemore, Brownsville, Tennessee:

I am an eight-year-old girl, in the third 
grade. I go to Brownsville Baptist Church 
where Brother James F. Yates is pastor. 
I want boys and girls to write to me and 
I promise to answer every letter.

From Judy Dunn, 1232 Harper Street, 
Maryville, Tennessee:

I am twelve years old. I go to McGinley 
Street Mission where I am a member. My 
Sunday school teacher is Mrs. Green. 1 
would like pen pals all ages. My hobbies 
are making pictures and playing the piano.

From Maureen Sanders, Route 3, Wood
bury, Tennessee:

I am twelve years old and in the eighth 
grade at Bradyville School. My birthday 
is June 23. I am a Christian and go to the 
Burt Baptist Church. Our pastor is Brother 
J. J. Thomas. I have two sisters, Vida and 
Vivian. I would ’like to have pen pals ages 
twelve to fourteen.

From Vida Sanders, Route 3, Wood
bury, Tennessee:

I am eight years old. I go to school 
at Bradyville. My birthday is January 8. 
I have two sisters. I would like to have 
pen pals ages six to nine. I go to Burt 
Baptist Church.

From Paula Ashby, 1317 Pettus Street, 
Clarksville, Tennessee:

I have read the Young South many times 
and enjoyed it very much. I am fifteen. 
I belong to Fellowship Baptist Church. 

W I would like for boys and girls near my 
age to write to me.

From Barbara Ann. Fletcher, Box 262 
Route 7, Chattanooga, Tennessee:

I am a Christian and go to Morris Hill 
Baptist Church. I am thirteen years old, 
will be fourteen May 6. I go to Tyner 
High School. My hobbies are basketball, 
skating, and singing. I would like for 
friends my age to write to me.

From Betty Sue Tudor, Box 66, Monterey, 
Tennessee:

I am fifteen. My hobby is collecting 
pictures of real people. I would like to 
have many pen pals ages fifteen and six
teen. 1 will answer every letter I get.

From Ruth Bragg, Minor Hill, Ten
nessee:

I am nine years old and go to Minor 
Hill Baptist Church. Brother Smith is my 
pastor. I would like to have many pen 
pals, and will answer every letter I get.

From Pam McKinney, 420 Byrd Street, 
Harriman, Tennessee:

I read the Young South column every 
week and enjoy it. I am fourteen years 
old and in the eighth grade. I have brown 
hair and blue eyes. I sure would like to 
have boys and girls my age write to me. 
Thanks.

When you write your next letter, try 
to include something “different”—perhaps 
a bit of news or some special information 
about your hobby. Always give your age. 
Your pen pals want to know that. When 
will I get another letter from you?

AUNT POLLY 
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tennessee

Missionaries Will Be 
Honored at Reception

An informal reception honoring Southern 
Baptist foreign missionaries will be held 
in the Little Theatre of the Municipal 
Auditorium, Kansas City, on Friday, June 
1, following the afternoon session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Furloughing 
missionaries and new appointees, grouped 
together by areas, and members of the 
Foreign Mission Board headquarters staff 
will be on hand to greet friends who want 
to drop by for a moment of fellowship.

300 Plywood, Auditorium Style Seats 
In Excellent Condition at $2.45 Each 

Rev. A. B. Pierce
4105 Kennedy Avenue Nashvilje, Tennessee 

Phone CO 2-0419

East Texas Baptist College
Marshall, Texas

Reasonable Rates - 
High Academic Standards 

Moral Community Surroundings 
Spiritual Atmosphere'

Friendly Campus 
Well-Trained Faculty

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

H. D. Bruce, President

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

Trying to teach our 5-year-old daughter 
the song “Old Hundred,” I played the 
record one Saturday night. She just couldn’t 
seem to remember all of it and as I started 
to leave her bedroom she said, “Mother, 
will you play that record for me the first 
thing in the morning and maybe I can 
hold it until I get to church.”—Mrs. W. 
G. Howard, Spring City.

Some cowboys were having a baseball 
game in a little town in a remote section of 
Texas. A huge fellow with a chest and 
muscles that Babe Ruth might have envied 
was at bat. He clouted the first ball pitched 
to him. It went so fast and so far that none 
of the outfielders thought of trying to stop it. 
But to the amazement of everyone present 
the batter instead of circling the bases, 
waited patiently for the pitcher to deliver 
another ball.

“Hey,” the captain shouted, “why don’t 
you run?”

“What for?” asked the surprised batter. 
“I got 2 more strikes, ain’t I?”

A woman may be taken for granted, but 
she never goes without saying.

Jack: A dime and nickel were rolling 
across a bridge, and the nickel fell in. Why 
didn’t the dime?

Jill: The dime had more cents.

Mother and daughter were in the kitchen 
washing dishes, while father and seven-year- 
old Warren were in the living room reading 
the evening paper. Suddenly, there sounded 
a crash of falling dishes.

Father and Warren listened expectantly in 
the ensuing silence. “It was Mother,” 
Warren finally announced.

“How do you know?” Father inquired.
“Because,” answered Warren firmly, “she 

isn’t saying anything.”

“No sir,” she said, “my ears are not 
pierced, they are just bored.”

Thursday, March 29, 1956 Page 15

f



"The Blood of the Poor"

by H. H. Smith, Sr., Ashlond, Ya.

John Wesley has left the world a good 
example of stewardship. He fully dedicated 
to God his time, talents, possessions— 
everything. Once when accused of laying up 
treasures on earth, he replied: “I have two 
silver teaspoons at London and two at 
Bristol. This is all the plate I have at 
present, and I shall not buy any more while 
so many around me want bread.”

Wesley’s benevolent heart and sensitive 
conscience are revealed in the following 
incident: “Many years ago,” he said, “when 
I was at Oxford, on a cold winter’s day, a 
young maid called upon me. I said, ‘You 
seem to be half-starved; have you nothing 
to cover you but that thin linen gown?' 
She said, ‘Sir, it is all I have.’ I put my 
hand in my pocket but found that I had 
scarcely any money left, having just 
paid away what I had. It immediately 
struck me: “Will the Master say, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant?’ Thou 
hast adorned thy walls with the money 
which might have screened this poor crea
ture from the cold. O, justice.’ O, mercy.

RY

g By EDITH DEEN. For 
the first time — a com
prehensive, one-volume 
work on all of the women 
of the Bible — a femi
nine portrait gallery 
unsurpassed in all lit-

“A splendid 
addition for your 
library and highly 

recommended.”
—Florida Waite, Church 

Library Service, South
ern Baptist Sunday 
School Board

erature.

Chattanooga—734 Cherry St. 
Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave. 
Memphis—24 North Second St. 

Nashville—161 8th Ave., N.

Order from your 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

$4.95

Are not these pictures the blood of this 
poor maid? Everything about thee which 
cost more than Christian duty required thee 
to lay out is the blood of the poor.”

There was much poverty in London 
during those days (200 years ago) and 
much suffering among the poor. No one 
was more concerned for the needy than 
John Wesley, who sometimes gave his last 
cent to relieve someone in distress. When 
the poor girl mentioned above sought help, 
he was greatly disturbed when he found 
he had no money to give her. Was it an 
over-sensitive—or morbid—conscience that 
made him condemn himself for having 
some pictures on his walls? People can 
live without pictures, but they can’t live 
without bread, he argued with himself, and 
said: “Are not these pictures the blood 
of this poor maid?” Wesley always lived 
frugally and abstemiously, and the pic
tures, no doubt, were no more expensive 
than those generally found in the homes 
of people of moderate means, but he 
would a thousand times rather have bare 
walls then to think that money spent for 
pictures deprived some needy person of 
food or clothing. That’s what he meant 
by those searching words: “Everything 
about thee which cost more than Christian 
duty required thee to Jay out is the blood 
of the poor.”

Searching words indeed—and a challenge 
to everyone who claims to be a follower 
of the Master. The plain meaning for us 
today is this: Too many people—and that 
includes many church members—are spend
ing their money for the things they want, 
rather than for the things they need; con
sequently, it is often the case that when 
an appeal is made in behalf of those in 
dire need, there is little left to give. And 
by the way, here is where tithing comes in. 
A man who had begun to give a tenth of 
his income said that one advantage of 
tithing is that, when he is called upon to 
support various causes that appeal to him, 
he can always go to his “tithing box” and 
find something to give.

In various parts of this troubled today 
there are urgent calls for help—for food, 
clothing, shelter, hospital treatment for the 
ill, orphanages for homeless children, etc. 
If by being economical and careful in our 
expenditures for the things necessary for 
our own use, and by practicing self-denial, 
we are enabled to give more, and thus 
save some who might otherwise perish— 
then we may understand what Wesley 
had in mind when he said: “Everything 
about thee that cost more than Christian 
duty required thee to lay out is the blood 
of. the poor.”

Race Relations Book
Proposed By Council

NASHVILLE—(BP)—The Baptist Sun
day School Board here has been asked 
to consider preparing a study course book 
on race relations.

The suggestion, which is not binding on 
the Board, was from the Advisory Council 
of Southern Baptist Work with Negroes. 
The suggestion has not yet come before the 
Board’s curriculum committee.

The Advisory Council commended the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Home Mission Board, 
Education Commission, and Christian Life
Commission.

The Council consists of representatives of 
many Baptist agencies, seminaries, and 
state conventions.

The Council commended the WMU for
the manner in which it has “sought to meet 
the needs for good relations between colered 
and white people.”

The Baptist Sunday School Board was 
commended for publishing a book on 
preaching written by J. M. Ellison, chan
cellor of Virginia Union University, ich- 
mond, a Negro university.

the Education Commission was poised 
for his “willingness to make the fa^iti^s 
of the Education Commission available to 
Negro schools.” .

It commended A. C. Miller, execotiYe 
secretary, Christian Life Commission® for 
“his continuous efforts” to assist all agen
cies of the Convention.

Guy Bellamy, Home Mission Board. 
Atlanta, was commended “for the extensive 
and detailed report of the work through the 
department of work with Negroes” of 
that Board.

The Advisory Council requested the 
Southern Baptist Promotion Committee 
to “consider the idea of working with the 
Negro leadership (in) making available to 
National Baptist (Convention) churches 
such promotional materials as would be 
helpful to them.”

Seminary Proposes Youth 
Committee Be Established

LOUISVILLE, Ky.—(BP)—Trustees of 
Southern Baaptist Seminary here will ask 
the Southern Baptist Convention to create 
a committee to work with young people 
called into full-time Christian service.

The committee would be asked to study 
and suggest ways to fill increasing needs 
for Baptist pastors and specialized workers 
in missions, religious education, and church 
music.

The trustees also believe such a com
mittee would seek proper ways to put be
fore young people the opportunities in 
these areas of denominational work, would 
suggest materials to guide the young peo
ple, and would help enrol them in Baptist 
colleges and seminaries.

The trustees’ request for the committee 
will be presented to the 1956 Southern 
Baptist Convention session in Kansas City, 

Mo.
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