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THE MAILBAG
cCady of the WJoman 3 ^]i33ionat'^ Union

MRS. R. L. MATHIS
. . . America's Example
• I am writing this letter to call attetion to the 
unique responsibility of Southern Baptists in regard 
to America’s example before the nations of the 
world. This is a matter of which you are already 
aware, of course, but perhaps the witness of one in 
Christian Mission work in a distant land will add 
emphasis to its importance. I am sending this 
letter to each Southern Baptist State paper.
* The people of the world would like to look 
upon America as a truly democratic country—in 
spite of the constant stream of venomous anti
America propaganda being put out by the 
communists in a large part of the world.
- The matter of America’s segregation issue is 
before the whole world now. Whether America 
shall maintain the friendship and respect of the 
nations of the world depends largely on the 
outcome of this issue. People here in these islands 
besiege me almost, daily with questions about this 
issue.
• When someone in a leadership position makes 
statements or writes sanctioning segregation, his 
statements are played up in the papers as examples 
of the hypocrisy of what is called democracy in 
America. His words are a terrible blow to the 
good name of our country.
• There may be local interests represented and 
fostered by such pro-segregation statements; but by 
taking the all-American view and the world 
perspective, one can see that such statements 
should never be made. They do not represent the 
best in American life and thought.
• We tell the people here that segregation, or any 
other form of racial or minority discrimination, is 
un-Christian in principle and practice. We tell 
them that these things exist in America because 
there are non-Christian elements in the land. We 
want the people, all people everywhere, to know 
that Christianity does not sanction racial 
segregation, nor any other form of evil in America 
or elsewhere.
0 These things I believe with all my heart, with a 
Bible in my hand. These things I believe as an 
American, a Christian, a Baptist, and especially as 
a missionary.
® Please accept the above statements as from a 
fellow-worker and friend. Please understand the 
motive underlying this letter—that we are labourers 
together with God on a world-wide basis of 
Christian partnership. What we do and say in the 
homeland will directly help or hinder our world
wide missionary effort.—B. L. Nichols, Semarang, 
Java, Indonesia

. . . Family Feeling
o The Baptist and Reflector helps to build and 
maintain the “family feeling” among our church 
members. Receiving the state denominational paper 
in their homes each week gives our members a 
feeling of “oneness” with all the other members 
of their church. Also it gives them a feeling of 
oneness with fellow Baptists all over Tennessee 
and with other noble servants who serve under 
our banner in the four corners of the earth. This 
oneness results in grander missionary outlook, 
enlarged interests in local and state-wide causes 
and increased gifts.—James P. Craine, First Bap
tist Church, Gallatin, Tennessee.

. . . Extends Horizon
• We of the First Baptist Church at Milan are 
proud to have the Baptist and Reflector com
ing into our homes each week. As pastor and 
people we believe that to be progressive in the 
work of our Lord and His Kingdom we must be 
informed. Our state paper extends for us the 
horizon of our church effort and makes us fed 
more keenly, that we are not just a part of a 
community program but an important link in 
state and world endeavor in His name. Our sick 
and shut-in are most appreciative of this organ of 
our great denomination.—E. L. Smothers, First 
Baptist Church, Milan, Tennessee.
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by Jack Harwell

WACO, Tex.—(BP)—Meet the new 
president of the Woman’s Missionary Union 
of the Southern Baptist Convention—Mrs. 
R. L. Mathis, of Waco.

Born Marie Wiley at Bellevue, Tex., she 
is one of two daughters of T. D. and Callie 
S. Wiley. She received her elementary and 
secondary school education in Wichita Falls, 
Tex.

At Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
where she went to college, Mrs. Mathis 
majored in personnel management. She has 
since received an honorary doctor of laws 
degree, on the occasion of her addressing 
the graduating class of Hardin-Simmons 
University in Abilene, Tex., in August, 
1955.

She set two “firsts” in her appearance at 
Hardin-Simmons: It was the first time the 
college had given an honorary degree to 
a woman and it was the first time a woman 
had served as commencement speaker.

She married Robert Lee Mathis, now 
dead, and they have a daughter, Mrs. Jane 
Coffey. Mrs. Mathis speaks with pride of 
her grandson, Danny.

It was at Henderson, Tex., where Mr. 
Mathis was in the oil business, that Mrs. 
Mathis accepted a place of service in her 
church as young people’s leader and chair
man of benevolence for the state Woman’s 
Missionary Union. This was the start of her 
long record of devoted service to God and 
her denomination.

In 1938, she was elected young people’s 
secretary of the Texas WMU and in 1945 
became state executive secretary-treasurer. 
In 1947, Mrs. Mathis resigned to go to 
First Baptist Church, Dallas.

She was elected president of the Texas 
WMU in 1949 and served in that office 
until last year. She is now director of 
Baylor University’s student union building 
here.

Because she was state president, Mrs. 
Mathis also held one of the several vice-

. . . "Whether to Be Proud or 
Ashamed"

• I don’t know whether to be proud of us or 
ashamed of the others,” said a consecrated church 
member to me recently.

What had happened? She had read the latest 
report of Co-operative Program, Designated, and 
Schools Campaign giving in the Baptist and Re
flector.

There was joy in her heart at the achievement 
of her church, which ranked well with churches cf 
comparable size and with some much larger. But 
the joy or “pride of achievement” was not com
placent; it was responsive to the implied challenge 
of the record which said, in effect, “This is good, 
but we all can do better—and we must!”

“Information with a lift”—that’s the Baptist and 
Reflector to me and my people. Naturally, I’m 
glad that this paper is provided for the families 
of our church through the Budget Plan.—J. T. 
Poe, First Baptist Church, Alamo, Tennessee.

presidencies of the WMU of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The women attending 
the 1956 WMU session at Kansas City, Mo., 
elected her president to succeed Mrs. 
George R. Martin, of Norfolk, Va., who 
retired from the office.

The list of committees and boards which 
she has been a member of in Southern 
Baptist life is long—member of the Foreign 
Mission Board, chairman of Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary advisory board, member 
of the executive board of Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, treasurer of North 
American Baptist Women’s Union member 
of Southern Baptist Executive Committee; 
and member of SBC committee on theolog
ical education.

Mrs. Mathis received another honor 
when she retired as young people’s secretary 
in Texas. Baptist women in Texas designated 
a portion of Lottie Moon Christmas Offer
ing funds for foreign missions to build the 
Marie Mathis Chapel on the campus of the 
Baptist orphans’ home in Rome, Italy.

She has contributed articles to many 
Southern Baptist periodicals. She has toured 
various Convention missionary fields, bring
ing back with her inspiration and informa
tion to share with many Woman’s Mission
ary societies.

The same Mrs. Mathis that can grace any 
position with dignity and preside with charm 
and poise, can also rough it at a young 
Woman’s Auxiliary camp. She is known, 
too, for her quick sense of humor and 
sympathetic heart.
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Thus Saifh the Preacher—

If evil were stronger than God, He would 
never have sent His Son to show us 
how to overcome it. God in His wisdom 
knew that evil could be defeated. God 
in the person of His Son faced the cruel 
facts of evil and pain and death unflinch
ingly for us. The crucifixion was the 
seeming triumph of evil, and God allowed 
it, but the resurrection was God’s secret 
weapon and with it He triumphed by 
demonstrating His power to replace evil, 
suffering, and death with the creative 
force of love and life. The resurrection 
tells more about God and His power to 
overcome evil than any other event in 
history. From The Secret of Effective 
Prayer by Helen Smith Shoemaker (Flem
ing H. Revell Company)

So man has split the atom. Can he make 
an atom? No, he can only split it, and 
with it destroy himself and all his works! 
He is only following in Adam’s footsteps, 
promoting death. It sickens me to hear 
America brag about its atom bomb. 
What security is there in that? It is a 
wicked instrument, and it can mean the 
end of all of us. We are wicked when 
we put our faith in it. We need to turn 
back from the atom to the Almighty ... . 
From My Spiritual Diary by Dale 
Evans Rogers (Fleming H. Revell Com
pany)

A Chinese woman had just learned to read. 
“Lord,” she prayed, “we are going home 
to many who cannot read. Make us living 
Bibles, so that those who cannot read 
the Book, can read it in us.”—Homiletic 
Bias.

Lack of opportunity is always the excuse 
of a weak mind. Every day is a new 
opportunity—a brand new chance. Every 
business transaction is an opportunity— 
an opportunity to serve—an opportunity 
to build confidence—an opportunity to 
make friends.—Thoughts for Today.

ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE
Dear Editor:

Ideas come from strange places. All a preacher has to do to keep his preaching from 
being dull is to keep his eyes and ears open and his mind sharp. He’ll find plenty of 
grist for his homelitic mill.

Here’s one from a quotation from Oscar Wilde:
“Actors are so fortunate. They can choose whether they will appear in tragedy or in 

comedy, whether they will suffer or make merry, laugh or shed tears. But in real life it 
is different. Most men and women are forced to perform parts for which they have no 
qualities. The world is a stage, but the play is badly cast.”

Wilde is so right. We are not always able to choose the role wc are to play in the 
drama of life enacted upon the world’s stage. Many times there is inward heartbreak 
when we have to give the outward appearance that all’s right with the world, our own 
world especially.

It’s difficult to be illustrative at this point for fear of identifying those who would not 
want to be identified. But any preacher, and most other people for that matter, can 
point out persons who suddenly have been cast in a role which is not of their own 
choosing.

Accidental tragedy can happen so suddenly in these days of automobile accidents, or 
war casualties, or any other kind of disaster. An otherwise happy home can all at once 
be turned into a gloomy place when sudden tragedy hits. Maybe a husband is cut down 
in the bloom of life by a heart attack. It could be that a wife becomes the victim of 
incurable disease. Or a child is included in the death column of vital statistics.

I’ve seen these things happen. Sometimes the one called upon to play this 
unaccustomed role without previous rehearsal, muffs up everything. Placed in the 
center of the stage with spotlights glaring, it’s just one error after another. But many 
times there have been some of the most heroic demonstrations of coming through under 
pressure.

What’s the difference? Well, basically, it’s due to the fact that the person has 
recognized the possibility that he or she may be called upon to perform a difficult role; 
so there has been preparation. A strong faith in God, plus the Pauline belief that to 
him who loves God, all things work together for good, enables the person to rise above 
the sudden striking of tragedy.

There’s no better dramatic coach to prepare us for any role life calls upon us to play 
than Jesus Christ. >-

Dramatically yours,
G. Avery Lee

Mistakes to Avoid
Thinking that three hours of any movie 

are harmless for the child, but that two 
hours of Sunday school and church are too 
much for the nervous system.

Giving the child five cents for the col
lection and fifty cents for the movies not 
only shows up a parent’s sense of values, 
but also is not likely to produce a propor
tionate giver.

Letting the child see several hours of 
television thrillers daily, with no time for 
a short prayer and Bible verses, is criminal.

Being careful that the child has his week
day lessons, but caring not that he doesn’t 
know his Sunday school lessons, makes 
spiritual illiterates.

Saying that a child must make his own 
decisions as to whether or not he should 
go to church, or as to which church he 
should attend, is shirking our personal 
responsibility.—Day by day with Jesus

It is not the fact that a man has riches 
which keeps him from the kingdom of 
heaven, but the fact that the riches have 
him. (David Caird)

A Parable
One night a man took a little taper out 

of a drawer, lighted it. and began to ascend 
a long, winding stair.

“Where are you going?” said the taper.
“Away high up,” said the man, “higher 

than the top of the house where we sleep.”
“What are you going to do there?" said 

the taper.
“I am going to show the ships out at sea 

where the harbor is,” said the man.
“Alas! no ship could ever sec my light,” 

said the little taper. “It is so very small.”
“If your light is small,” said the man, 

“keep burning brightly, and leave the rest 
to me.”

When the man got up to the lighthouse 
he took the little taper and with it lighted 
the great lamps that stood ready there with 
their polished reflectors behind them.

You who may think your little light of 
small account, can you not see what God 
mav do with it? Shine, and leave the rest 
to Him.—The Standard

Wisdom is knowing what to do next; skill 
is knowing how to do it, and virtue is 
doing it. (David Starr Jordan)
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Calling a Pastor
In time, every church is faced with the momentous task of 

calling a pastor. Some churches know how to manage this situa
tion. Some either do not, or despite better knowledge, fail to act 
upon it.

The pooled experience of thousands of churches warns against 
the following:

First, Don’t have a ‘horse-race’ of pastoral candidates brought 
in turn before the church each hoping to win congregational ap
proval by a trial sermon.

Second, Never issue a call without thorough investigation. Check 
on the prospective pastor. Extend him the courtesy of an oppor
tunity to check on the church. Learn all you can before a call is 
extended rather than trying to learn (maybe to your regret) later.

Third, Do not call your pastor on a yearly basis. Churches should 
do away with any semblance of “hiring” a preacher. The annual 
call is neither fair to the church nor to the pastor.

Fourth, Beware of any man suggesting that he can fill your pul
pit at less cost to the church because he has a job on the side 
or secular means of support which enables him to underbid 
others the church may be considering.

But now let’s turn over to the other side. Think of the con
structive, positive steps toward securing a pastor:

First, Get order and system into the procedure of calling a 
pastor. The church after prayer should appoint a committee of its 
best and most responsible leaders, sound in judgment and under
standing.

Second, Let this committee do the prospecting for a pastor. 
They should do the job prayerfully, carefully, thoroughly, pain
stakingly—the church bearing them up in its prayers. The church 
can work through and should trust this committee to come to a 
knowledge of God’s man.

Third, This committee ought to come to a decision itself, if pos
sible unitedly, before ever presenting the name of any prospective 
pastor to the congregation. The church can invite and hear the 
proposed nominee.

Fourth, Both prospective pastor and church should work out 
through the committee a thorough understanding of the program 
proposed, and all that is rightfully required each from the other. 
This involves salary and housing, the expenses involved in moving 
and in the operation of a car and expenses involved in attending 
denominational meetings. Also there should be understanding of 
rhe relationship of the pastor toward others who may be employed 
composing a church staff. There needs to be a definite understand
ing of the prospective pastor with the church as to doctrine and 
polity.

Let pastor and church bring all of their expectations, each of 
the other, into the light of the New Testament. Let pastor and 
church deal fairly with one another, that together they may accord 
to the Lord Jesus Christ His rightful place in all the affairs of the 
church.

Seeing the Other Side
The other day in St. Louis, Mo., a police judge stepped down 

from his bench from which he had been pronouncing others guilty 
and imposing fines on them. He stepped down long enough to 
stand before the bench he had occupied, and plead guilty to a 
speeding charge. The mayor acted as judge in his case. What the 
mayor said on this occasion is of moment to us all: “In any 
business is pays to stand off and look objectively through the eyes 
of a customer,” he told the judge. Then continuing he said, “Now 
you know how one feels standing before the bench.” The judge 
paid his fine of $13.

There is quite a difference between sitting as judge on the bench 
and standing for judgment before the bench. One of the sobering 
experiences everybody needs is to visualize the other side of any 
place of privilege we may have occupied. What life looks like 
depends upon the point from which it is viewed. No man should 

presume that his viewpoint is the only point of view, nor that life 
keeps on in accord with the position from which he has regarded it.

It is important that every one of us, whether in a public position 
or not, should “stand off and look objectively through the eyes of a 
customer” as the mayor reminded. This puts the judge under 
judgment. This makes any man realize that the same situation can 
appear very different after putting one’s self in another man’s shoes. 
The need to look objectively at all things confronts us all. Till any 
power or privilege we may have used is seen as through the eyes of 
the other fellow we fail to see things in full perspective.

A Spiritual Task
“Now is the time to be missionary!” This became the consensus 

of a large group consulting the past week in Nashville during a 
Southern Baptist Clinic on Church Finance.

The first concern of this group was not to raise money but 
to raise our concept of church finance as a spiritual task. Toward 
one mission, and one program a six-step pattern for advance was 
agreed on. These are: plan, prepare, present, promote, pledge 
and preserve, the practice of Christian stewardship in supporting, 
the church program.

Church needs and church opportunities are greater today than 
ever before. It is of primary concern that we understand Christian 
stewardship and faithfully practice it. A close look at the 1955 
record shows that as Southern Baptists we have been more 
ready to answer needs locally than those farther from where we 
live. We must not neglect our local needs, but at the same time 
we are attempting to care for them we are not to by-pass other 
crying needs. Southern Baptists however, during 1955 favored 
local needs. in a top-heavy way. Out of every dollar which the 
local churches received, they used 85.5% of it locally and only 
14.5% went beyond the local community for State, Southwide, 
and World needs.

The Bible envisions answering all needs in keeping with our 
ability. The motto of the clinic in Nashville fostered by the 
Promotion Committee is a good one for all Southern Baptists: 
“Onward and Upward in World Missions!”

THE WAY OUT
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Amend Hill-Burton Act, 
Baptists Ask Congress

NASHVILLE — (BP) — The Southern 
Baptist Executive Committee will ask Con
gress to substitute long-term loans for out
right grants to denominational hospitals 
under the Hill-Burton Act.

The Hill-Burton Act, passed by Congress 
10 years' ago, provides government grants 
to both public and private hospitals meet
ing certain requirements.

The Executive Committee will ask that 
outright gifts be discontinued only to hos
pitals owned and operated by religious 
groups. This would not affect public hos
pitals.

In place of grants, the Executive Com
mittee will request that denominational 
hospitals be eligible for long-term govern
ment loans to aid their expansions.

The Executive Committee’s request to 
amend the law was based on a recommenda
tion of the Southern Baptist public affairs 
committee, whose chairman, Walter Pope 
Binns, Liberty, Mo., presented the report.

Binns said that the public affairs com
mittee felt outright grants to church-related 
hospitals violated the tradition of separation 
of church and state, but that loans did not.

Southern Baptist hospitals have generally 
rejected government grants, the best-known 
case being that of North Carolina Baptist 
Hospital which in 1951 turned down a 
$700,000 grant it could have received under 
the Hill-Burton Act.

Many other denominations have accepted 
the grants.

A number of Southern Baptist colleges 
and universities are expanding their cam
puses with money loaned by government 
agencies.

College Association
Elects G. B. Connell

NASHVILLE—(BP)—George B. Con
nell, president of Mercer University, Macon, 
Ga., has been elected president of the 
Southern Association of Baptist Colleges 
and Schools.

Connell succeeds Harley Fite, president 
of Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
Tenn.

Elected Association vice-president was J. 
M. Boswell, president, Cumberland (junior) 
College, Williamsburg, Ky. H. I. Hester, 
vice-president of William Jewell College, 
Liberty, Mo., was re-elected secretary
treasurer.

$25,000 Survey Funds
To Come from Surplus

NASHVILLE—(BP)—The $25,000 ap
proved by the 1956 Southern Baptist Con
vention for a survey of the work of its 
agencies will come from an accumulated 
surplus, according to a report to the SBC 
Executive Committee. The Executive Com
mittee learned that the money for the year’s 
study will not be taken from Convention 
reserves.

Mission Fields Get 
93 Cents of Dollar

RICHMOND, Va.—(BP)—More than 
93 cents of every dollar received last year 
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board went directly to mission fields.

According to Executive Secretary Baker 
J Cauthen, Richmond, the total received 
for the Board’s operations last year was 
$10,736,271. Of this, $10,017,383 went to 
foreign fields for salaries of missionaries, 
their expenses on the field, for the main
tenance of hospitals and schools, for buying 
property, and other such items.

Less than three cents of the dollar went 
for administrative expenses, which included 
salaries and travel expenses of the home 
office staff in Richmond, and postage, 
insurance, and equipment for the home 
office.

Slightly over three cents of the dollar 
was spent for promotion. This went for 
such things as publicity of Board’s work 
through denominational papers, audio-visual 
aids on foreign missions, costs of denomina
tional work by missionaries home on fur
lough, missionary recruiting material, etc.

Just a trifle more than half a penny of 
the Foreign Mission Board’s dollar went to 
general expenses, including cost of holding 
Board meetings, the annual audit, legal 
expenses, and the like.

Most of the Foreign Mission Board re
ceipts come from two sources—the Co
operative Program of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and the Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering especially for foreign missions.

Contract On Library
WAKE FOREST, N. C.—(BP)—The 

contract for constructing a new wing on the 
library of Southeastern Baptist Seminary 
here has been awarded to a Durham con
tractor who bid $230,000.

The firm of Bradsher, Inc., will also con
vert two dormitories into apartments for 
married students and renovate the ad
ministration building. Estimated cost of 
these alterations is $200,000.

Southeastern Seminary recently secured 
full control of the Wake Forest College 
campus when the Baptist four-year college 
moved to a new campus location at Wins
ton-Salem, N. C.

Special Committee 
Expenses Approved

NASHVILLE—(BP)—Special commit
tees of the Southern Baptist Convention will 
have funds to cover the expenses of at least 
one meeting under a decision of the SBC 
Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee approved pay
ment of expenses of ’ one meeting for all 
special Convention committees whose ex
penses are not otherwise provided for.

Executive Committee 
Assignments Listed

NASHVILLE—(BP)—Standing commit
tees of the SBC Executive Committee were 
named at the Executive Committee’s semi
annual meeting here. The committee mem
berships are:

Administration committee—J. D. Grey, 
New Orleans, Chairman; A. Judson Bur- 
rel, Columbus, Ga.; Clare C. Clark, Shreve
port, La.; A. B. Hawkes, Waycross. Ga.; 
Homer G. Lindsay. Jacksonville, Fla.; M. 
H. Mabry, Tampa, Fla.; Paul A. Meigs, 
Berkeley. Calif.; Ramsey Pollard, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; Edward H. Pruden, Washington, 
D. C.; Thomas P. Pruitt, Hickory, N. C.; 
Lewis M. Smith, Birmingham; C. C. War
ren, Charlotte, N. C.; Homer H. Waldrop, 
Jackson, Tenn.; and G. Allen West, Nash
ville.

Finance committee—W. Douglas Hud
gins, Jackson, Miss., chairman; Kendall 
Berry, Blytheville, Ark.; Charles C. Bowles, 
Birmingham; Douglas M. Branch, Rocky 
Mount. N. C.; Carr P. Collins. Dallas; W. 
Curtis English. Altavista. Virginia: Herschel 
H. Hobbs, Oklahoma City: Carl G. Mc
Craw, Charlotte, N. C.; J. Winston Pearce. 
Baltimore, Md.; Haskell McClain. Okla
homa City; and T. K. Rucker. Forrest 
City, Ark.

Promotion Committee—R. Archie Ellis. 
Columbia, S. C.: Horace G. Adams, Char
leston. S. C.; J. Carroll Chadwick, Center. 
Tex.; J. Ralph Grant, Lubbock. Tex.; Pur
ser Hewitt, Jackson, Miss.; John A. Jones, 
Macon, Ga.; Mrs. Gordon Maddrey, 
Ahoskie, N. C.; Mrs. R. L. Mathis, Waco, 
Texas; Frank F. Norfleet, Paducah, Ky.; 
Sterling L. Price. Abilene, Texas; C. Vaug
han Rock, Phoenix, Ariz.; E. N. Wilkinson. 
Louisville; Conrad R. Willard, Kansas City, 
Mo.; Philip H. Wilson. Glasgow, Ky.; John 
W. Wood, Portsmouth, Va.

Convention arrangements committee— 
James M. Baldwin, Salem, Ill., chairman; 
W. A. Buckner, Desloge, Mo.; B. J. Martin, 
Pasadena, Tex.; James W. Merritt. Gaines
ville, Ga.; James L. Monroe, Attalla, Ala.; 
J. Melvin Ray, Carlsbad, N. M.

Officers Re-elected
NASHVILLE — (BP) — The Executive 

Committee of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, meeting here, re-elected its entire 
staff of officers and administrators to an 
additional year’s term.

Federal Judge Frank Hooper, Atlanta, 
continues to serve as chairman with W. 
Douglas Hudgins, Jackson, Miss., vice- 
chairman. G. Allen West, Nashville, re
mains recording secretary.

Three administrative officers re-elected 
are Porter Routh, executive secretary-treas
urer; Albert McClellan, associate secretary 
and director of publications; and Merrill 
D. Moore, associate secretary and director 
of promotion. All live in Nashville where 
Executive Committee has offices.
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Third in a series on—THE MINISTER WE NEED TODAY

A Pastor with the Shepherd Heart 
by S. L. Morgan, Sr., Wake Forest, N. C.

As I look back over 50 years, nothing 
looks sadder to me than the gradual cool
ing of the heart of the typical pastor. This 
cooling has been slow and unconscious, and 
due to causes we can now understand. Fifty 
years ago churches were relatively small, 
and a pastor could usually know and visit 
all his members. Now the city church often 
numbers thousands, and the pastor reaches 
them by mail, or through visiting commit
tees in the organized groups, and too often 
not at all. Yet he fancies the sheep are 
cared for. Usually it is a palpable delusion.

Also in 50 years we have seen another 
tragic thing. Churches have too generally 
accepted the world’s standard of success for 
a pastor. In calling a pastor a church does 
not demand a good pastor; rather it asks, 
“Is he a good organizer and director and 
budget-raiser—a good go-getter?” That is 
a must, with less and less emphasis on 
the shepherd.

In late years also I’ve noted many 
younger pastors content with asking people 
to come to their office for help, rather 
than going themselves to them where they 
live and struggle and suffer. And with it 
I’ve felt among people a vast loneliness and 
pining for a shepherd with a heart for the 
poor, the sick, the aged and shut-ins and 
others in need. I’ve written about it, and 
a flood of replies have come telling of 
this heart-hunger. And I’ve gone out of my 
way to discover it firsthand.

The net result is my deep conviction 
that—

“. . . . the world is dying for a little bit 
of love,” and that the church is meeting the 
need with a ministry shamefully inadequate. 
As age comes on, I confess to feeling the 
lack of it personally.
The Heart of Jesus the Shepherd's Model

In contrast I see the marvelous beauty 
and wonder of the ministry of Jesus, as 
he trudged all day over the steep roads 
of Judea and Galilee, ever hunting the poor, 
the lonely, the suffering, the sin-sick, the 
outcast and the scorned. And always he told 
them that in his Father’s eyes they were 
important and beloved. Their hearts opened 
to it as a flower to the sun. And their 
hearts cried gladly, “We didn’t know we 
were so important, that we really mattered.” 
It gave them new hope.
Why not a Bell-Ringing Pastor?

A new generation of pastors, trained in 
the fine art of “personal counseling”, brings 
us today first a thrill of hope, then a 
twinge of misgiving by asking people to 
consult them in their office, and urging their 
people not to expect them to be “bell
ringers.”

After all, what’s the matter with a “bell
ringing pastor”, provided a yearning heart 
is behind his ring, as he hunts people be
Pagp 6

cause he cares? Henry Sloane Coffin, great 
preacher-scholar and seminary president, de
clared it was ringing door bells, not his 
preaching, that built the great Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian church in New York.

Governor Glenn said of the Baptist pas
tor H. A. Brown of Winston-Salem, that 
he visited more sick, attended more funerals, 
and comforted more people than anyone 
else that ever lived in that city. And Dr. 
Brown’s neighbor. Bishop Rondthaler 
described him with admiration as “the man 
between gum shoes and an umbrella on his 
way to comfort someone.”

Philipps Brooks was one of the greatest 
of all American preachers, but when he died 
Boston remembered him, not mainly for 
his great preaching, but for his kindness 
in the homes of the poor. Come to think 
of it, what if Jesus had not gone everywhere 
to set bells a-ringing in the hearts of the 
lonely and friendless, the sin-sick and suf
fering? He was the world’s greatest bell
ringing shepherd, ever hunting, hunting peo
ple.

As I write this a letter comes from a 
distinguished city pastor in the Midwest 
enclosing a clipped article of mine. He 
wishes I’d emphasize “the value to the min
ister himself of old-fashioned pastoral call
ing .... It does something to humanize 
and spiritually enrich the pastor’s own 
heart.” It surely does.
Jesus Suggests What Visits are Most Important

Jesus’ example suggests our reaching 
people in their hours of crisis. At the 
Jordan he approached several young men 
at a critical moment, when their hearts 
were stirred by the fiery preaching of John 
the Baptist. One was John. His heart at the 
moment was wide open to the appeal, “Fol
low me.” It was 50 or 60 years later when 
John wrote of it, and he recalled vividly the 
very hour of the day: “It was the tenth 
hour.”

A very great sorrow had come to a 
home in Bethany. Jesus went to comfort 
Mary and Martha, gave them back their 
brother alive, and made it one of the great 
days in world history. He used a crisis. He 
would teach the pastor to use zealously the 
crisis hours.
Using the Crises in Common Life

Too much pastoral visiting is perfunctory 
and fruitless. Yet every life has its crises 
for the pastor to use. The informed shep
herd heart will watch for those hours of 
crisis, hours when the heart is providentially 
opened: sickness, or the pending surgery; 
when death is near; bereavement, marriage, 
as the birth of a child; the family circle 
broken as one goes to college or to one’s 
first job; the loss of a job or forced retire
ment; calamity or financial collapse.

No pastot with the shepherd heart can 

neglect such hours of crisis. In such hours 
everyone faces life in its nakedness, and 
reaches out, maybe unwittingly, after God 
and human hearts that care. Churches and 
pastors are blind to opportunity if they 
neglect people in such hours.

No true pastor can willingly leave such 
opportunities to the shallow visitation of 
any church group, nor even to his assistant. 
For he is uniquely the symbol of God and 
Religion, and he will himself visit people 
in their crisis hours when at all possible. 
It will bind people to him, to God and 
the church as nothing else can.

Yet in all such cases the ministry of the 
church and pastor as a rule is far too re
miss. Russell Dicks says in Pastoral Work, 
etc. that a Boston surgeon talked to his 
preacher students about 15 or 20 Don’ts. 
Later he said, “I omitted the most important 
one: Don’t fail to visit the sick; that is one 
they’ll never forgive.”

Maves and Cedarleaf in their survey of 
old people (Old People and the Church) 
found “a shocking neglect of the aged sick”. 
And this high authority holds that a rea
sonable standard of visiting for pastors 
is 15 hours a week, a third of it among the 
aged.

Dicks believes a grave neglect in the 
ministry of the church is the neglect of the 
bereaved, especially those of long standing. 
Too often it ends with a call or two just 
after the funeral, with no attention during 
the tragically lonely weeks following. He 
believes such neglect alienate great num
bers of people from the church. I now 
think of cases where the sorely bereaved 
broke under the strain, when I might have 
saved them by a better informed ministry, 
helping them to talk out and weep out 
their pent-up grief, and perchance their 
guilt feeling.

I love to think of the lifelong gratitude 
of parents for the brief calls made after 
the birth of a child, and a tiny prayer of 
thanksgiving and dedication. It should be 
treated as the great event it is. A mother 
wrote me joyfully, “I want to tell you of 
the birth of Steve, our first child; we had 
longed and prayed for him for 13 years!”

The Rewards to the Shepherd Heart are Infinite

I was attending a state convention. My 
hosts told me with reverence of the great' 
pastor of their large First Church in their 
childhood. With so many to visit, the pastor 
yet found time to drop in often. Frequently 
he could not even sit down; but in just a 
minute as we stood, he raised his hands and 
offered a tender tiny prayer. But it left in 
the home an aroma of God and Religion 
and the church to bless all the years.”

Shortly before her death a humble wom
an, my member many years before, wrote 
me: “I don’t remember you for any great 
sermons, but especially for one act. My 
husband was at work, I in bed sick, the fire 
had gone out in the stove, and the room was 
cold. You dropped in to inquire, and you 
made me a fire!” So much reward for so 
little! The shepherd heart brings big 
dividends!
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Woman's Missionary Union Writes on Moral Issues

Has Your W.M.S. Reached Its Royal Service Goal?

Now is the time for graduations, com
mencements, etc. It thrills our hearts to 
witness the successes of our young people. 
They had an aim, a goal to reach, and 
because they laboured and persevered, they 
attained that goal!

When we received the 1955-56 Year Book 
and read the plans for the celebration of 
the 50th Anniversary of Royal Service, we 
were thrilled, and, if not already a subscriber 
to the magazine, we promised ourselves that 
we would send in our subcription immed
iately! But—somebody forgot to do it! We 
now have 1437 W M S in Tennessee and 
only 25 societies report 100% in sub
scriptions! A fraction over 1%!

Our slogan is “Every woman with her 
own Royal Service.” Borrowing from Miss 
Ruth Provence, South Carolina:

Every—Your neighbor, the other woman 
in your circle, your society, your church, 
your relative, your friend, YOU!

Woman—What a debt women owe to 
Christ! Look at lands where Christ is not 
known and you see the lifting of woman
hood bought by his blood, estimate of the 
worth of every individual to whom he gives 
the breath of life.

With—The opposite of without, close by, 
near at hand, ready to pick up

Her—Possessing it
Own—not another’s, not borrowed for a 

talk, but made her own by reading, by use 
of the prayer calendar

Royal Service—Official organ of the 
W. M. U. Are you proud of it? Do you take 
it? Once a woman subscribes to Royal Serv
ice she will always continue that helpful 
$1.50 investment—only 1216^ per month!

Let’s make the slogan a reality and join 
the group of 100%-ers!

At each Efficiency School and B. W. C. 
Camp there will be a Royal Service Poster 
Parade. Mrs. Ben Jobe, Paris, our Anniver
sary Chairman, reminds us that July is the 
Royal Service Anniversary Month. Before 
the July meeting of your society, it is sug
gested to have the literature chairman lead 
your members to plan posters that feature 
Royal Service. You could have a parade as 
a part of your meeting. Judges could select 
the best poster. The Parade of Posters at 
the camps will be judged and a prize for 
the best poster will be given—it will be a 
years’ subscription to Royal Service.

Order “W. M. U. Grams” (subscription 
blanks) from State W M U Headquarters, 
Belcourt at 16th Ave., South, Nashville, 
Tennessee.
AIMS FOR ADVANCEMENT — New 
standards for W. M. U. were adopted at the 
Annual Meeting of W M U in Kansas City. 
These will go into effect October 1, 1956. 
It will be highly important for all WMU 
officers and all members of local societies 
and auxiliary counselors to attend the Ef
ficiency Schools and Associational Clinics 
Thursday, June 28, 1956

for local officers.
Efficiency School, Camp Linden, August 

21-22
Efficiency School Camp Carson, July 31- 

August 1
Are you planning to attend Ridgecrest 

WMU Conference August 9-15 or Glo- 
rietta, June 28-July 4th?

Conferences on the Aims for Advance
ment will be led by three members of the 
committee that prepared the new standards, 
Miss Ruth Provence, South Carolina; Miss 
Margaret Hutchinson, Oklahoma and Miss 
Eva Inlow, New Mexico.

Correction!
In “Presidents Pointers” of recent date, 

the registration fee for Ridgecrest WMU 
Conference, and Glorietta is quoted as 
$2.00, it should have been $2.50. For Ridge
crest, send registration fee to Mr. Willard 
Weeks, Ridgecrest, N. C.; for Glorietta send 
to Mr. E. A. Herron, Glorietta, New 
Mexico. Make registrations early!

During the three years W. B. Oakley was 
pastor of First Church, Tiptonville, the 
membership increased 3316 per cent, the 
auditorium and Sunday school rooms were 
air conditioned, interior of church was re
decorated and new furniture installed in 
church auditorium. The church has $8,000 
on hand, to begin a building program in 
the nearTuture. Brother Oakley has resigned 
to do evangelistic, work.

Baptist and Reflector appreciates a 
copy of a pamphlet, The Upward Look, 
This inspiring selection of scriptures has 
been arranged by Dr. and Mrs. Fred F. 
Brown, Sr., 3002 Woodbine Avenue, Knox
ville, Tennessee. Many people have been 
helped as Dr. Brown has used this in his 
ministry in the hospitals and with “shut- 
ins .

R. H. Hampton assumed his duties as 
pastor of First Church, Bradford, June 24. 
N. D. Guy, church treasurer writes, 
“Brother Hampton is one of the most suc
cessful and spirit filled preachers among 
West Tennessee Baptists.”

Carroll D. Carruth, former minister of 
Music and Education at First Church, Old 
Hickory, has accepted a position as assist
ant professor of Music at Howard Payne 
College, Brownwood, Texas, effective in 
September. He is a graduate of Baylor 
University and also served as minister of 
Music and Education in churches at Lenoir 
City, Tennessee, and Gilmer, Texas. Mr. 
Carruth is working toward a Ph.D. in 
Music at Peabody College, Nashville, and 
serving as interim music director at Judson 
Memorial Church.

Dr. Charles R. Trent- 
ham, pastor, First 
Church, Knoxville, is one 
of the authors contrib
uting to a book of 
fourteen sermons on cur
rent moral issues, Chris
tian Faith in Action.

Compiled by Dr. Foy 
Valentine, executive 
secretary, Christian Life 
Commission of Texas 
Baptists, Dallas, the book 

was released by Broadman Press, Nashville, 
in time for sale at the Southern Baptist 
Convention book store in Kansas City 
May 30-June 2.

Planned to bolster the 1956 “Crusade for 
Christian Morality,” some of the current 
moral issues discussed in the sermons are 
honesty, marriage, race prejudice, segrega
tion, sex, divorce, citizenship responsibility, 
alcoholic beverage, juvenile delinquency, 
and separation of church and state.

Beggars in Velvet Gowns
The beggars are coming to town; 
Some in rags and some in tags 
And some in velvet gowns.

Children have the impression that a 
velvet gown takes one out of the beggar 
class. The only beggars they know about 
are those who seek alms at back doors or 
on street corners. Because children can’t 
imagine a beggar in a velvet gown, they 
think the author of the famous jingle was 
more interested in meter and rhyme than 
in facts.

As we grow older, however, we find the 
author knew more about beggars than he 
did about poetry, and that rich beggars are 
about as commonplace as those in rags and 
tags. We also discover that beggars in velvet 
gowns impose on society more than the 
others because they think they are entitled 
to all kinds of special privileges. They are 
the fellows who dodge their taxes, cheat on 
specifications of contracts, underpay their 
workmen, try to fix juries, unload worthless 
stock on widows, and park unfortunate in
laws in charitable homes and asylums. They 
like to mooch tickets to the ball game and 
the horseshow and they ride the govern
ment gravy train by charging all ordinary 
entertainment to promotion and deducting 
it from their income taxes.

Without returning anything to the world, 
beggars in velvet gowns seek to get all they 
can for nothing, and when they can’t get 
something free they waste more time at 
the wholesale house than the article they are 
after is worth.

Most newspaper reporters know beggars 
in velvet gowns for what they are because 
they are always looking for free publicity, 
too.—HURAT C. HALL in The Tennessee 
Conservationist

Miss Melva Cook of Muskegee, Okla
homa, is the director of Children’s Ac
tivities at First Church, Chattanooga.
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CRUSADE FOR CHRISTIAN MORALITY
by Clifton J. Allen, Editorial Secretary, Baptist S. S. Board

Five years ago a committee of the United 
States Senate was charged with the respon
sibility of investigating crime conditions 
throughout the nation. The committee went 
from city to city. The hearings were tele
vised. so that the citizens of our nation had 
a revealing and shocking experience. They 
saw a parade of witnesses from the under
world. They heard the evidence of organized 
crime, of gamohng and liquor combines, 
of murder syndicates, of labor rackets, of 
political bribery, and of immorality made 
big business.

One of the members of that committee. 
Charles W. Tobey, in reporting the ugly 
picture of crime, said. "Something very 
serious had happened to the moral fiber of 
the generation" (The Return to Morality, 
p. 88). That is exactly what had happened. 
Moral values had been mocked. Moral ideals 
had been ridiculed. Moral standards had 
been flouted. Moral obligations had been 
ignored. Moral lapses had been laughed at. 
Moral consequences had been treated with 
contempt. Moral strength had been lost. 
Something alarmingly serious had happened 
to the moral fiber of the generation.

What has been the result? A large 
segment of American life has been 
enveloped in moral corruption. On every 
hand there has been immoral practice and 
unseemly behavior. Moral ideals have been 
sacrificed for money deals. Virtue has been 
sacrificed lor vice. Self-control has given 
place to self-indulgence. A conviction about 
right has been dulled by compromise with 
wrong.

Moral Crisis Calls for Action

The Crusade for Christian Morality is a 
response to the moral crisis of our times. 
This Crusade came into being as 

i epresentatives of Southern Baptist agencies 
faced the question, What should be the 
response of Southern Baptists to the 
desperate need for a moral awakening? 
Representatives of the Sunday School 
Board, the Home Mission Board, the 
Christian Life Commission, the Baptist 
Brotherhood, the Woman’s Missionary Un
ion, the Executive Committee, the state 
convention secretaries, and the editors of the 
state papers shared their convictions that 
aggressive action must be taken to enlist our 
total Southern Baptist life in a crusade for 
Christian morality.

We are to think of this crusade, therefore, 
not as an official campaign, but as a co
operative movement in Southern Baptist life 
to alert Christians to the reality of a 
worldwide moral crisis and to arouse them 
to serious concern for a revival of moral 
living. The agencies which have joined 
vigorously in the promotion of the crusade 
have been the ones preparing materials for 
the educational program of the churches 
and those which have a function in terms of 

Christian social action. It has' been our 
prayer and hope that every board and 
institution and agency of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, every state convention, 
every association, every church, every pastor 
and teacher and editor, would join in the 
effort to give a telling witness to the moral 
content of our Christian faith.

The apostle Paul warned about such, a 
crisis as we face, called on the Christians to 
wake up, and made this earnest appeal: “Let 
us put aside the deeds of darkness, and put 
on the weapons of light. Let us live 
becomingly for people who are in the light 
of day, not in carousing and drunkenness, 
nor in sexual immorality and licentiousness, 
nor in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and put a stop to 
gratifying the evil desires that lurk in your 
lower nature" (Romans 13:12-14, Wil
liams).

This is the most urgent duty we face, as 
individuals, as a denomination, and as 
Christian citizens in a democratic nation.

The present moral crisis is occasion for 
the most serious concern. Let me call 
attention to reliably reported facts which 
have alarming import: Three out of four 
college students drink some kind of 
beverage alcohol. Crime is costing each 
American family $500 per year, which is 

FOP EACH A GOAL

ten times the amount given to the churches. 
The crime rate is increasing four times as 
fast as the population rate. Fifty million 
Americans each-year wager thirty billion 
dollars, six billion of which is the operators’ 
take. Their profit is more than the 
combined profits of a hundred of the largest 
manufacturing concerns in our nation.

But the reason for the gravest concern is 
what is taking place in the prevailing tone 
of American life. Moral character has 
dropped to a dangerous level due to lust for 
money, sex indulgence, and low ideals of 
integrity and purity. There is humiliating 
evidence that large numbers of church 
members have suffered the moral contami
nation of dishonest practices, sex familiari
ties, and social jealousies. We are all 
exposed to the peril of this deadly 
contagion. Christians are in danger of 
corruption by a philosophy of self-expres
sion, self-indulgence, and naturalism. Chil
dren and youth have suffered the blight of 
moral degeneracy on the part of adults. 
And men and women have lost their moral 
vision and strength through compromise 
with the world and submission to the lusts 
of the flesh.

The Crusade for Christian Morality is an 
effort on the part of Southern Baptists to 
come to grips with the imperative need for a 
moral revival that will make Christian moral 
living the highest goal in American life.

Moral Revival Calls for Bible Teaching

Let me stress a second reason for this 
crusade. It has grown out of a recognition

FOR THE LORD GOD WILL HELP ME; 
THEREFORE SHALL 1 NOT BE CON- 
FOUNDED'- THEREFORE HAVE 1 SET 
MY FACE LIKE A FLINT, AND 1 KNOW 
THAT I SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED. * 
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of the moral content of Bible teaching. 
From the first book of the Bible to the last, 
the strongest sort of emphasis is placed on 
the obligations of right living. The message 
of the Bible is the message of redemption, 
and it is also the message of righteousness. 
These are the two great pillars of truth in 
the Word of God. They can never be 
separated. In our zeal to preach and teach 
the way of salvation through faith in Christ 
as Saviour, we must not fail to preach and 
teach the way of right living in response to 
Christ as Lord.

Something serious has happened to the 
moral fiber of our generation because we 
have neglected the moral imperatives in the 
Ten Commandments. We need to hear 
again the voice of the Almighty, “Thou shalt 
not.” We need to regard the word of the 
psalmist, “Who shall ascend into the hill of 
the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto 
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” We need to 
hearken to the voice of the prophet: “Let 
justice roll down as waters, and 
righteousness as a mighty stream.”

More important still, Christians must turn 
back to the teachings of the New Testament. 
In the Sermon on the Mount we learn from 
Jesus the principles of moral living. They 
are the principles of personal purity, 
absolute truthfulness, generosity, love, even 
for one’s enemies, respect for persons, and 
willingness to endure mistreatment rather 
than engage in strife. These are the marks 
of the Christian, and these are the moral 
demands of the kingdom of God. Have we 
forgotten the words of Jesus? “By their 
fruits ye shall know them. Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.”

The tragic indictment of modern Christi
anity is that it has lost something of the 
dynamic of the moral witness of the gospel. 
Too many Christians have become guilty of 
profanity, jealousy, adultery, dishonesty, 
slander, and addiction to strong drink. Too 
many have allowed their freedom to become 
an excuse for the indulgence of the flesh. 
And because of this, the name of Christ 
suffers reproach and the enemies of Christ 
ridicule the church for failure.

What we need is a revival of emphasis on 
the moral content of Bible teaching. 
Children must learn the meaning of right 
and wrong. Young people must be inspired 
by the ideals of moral excellence. Mature 
men and women must learn anew the 
demand for self-control and self-sacrifice, as 
the way to moral strength. Christians 
everywhere must be mastered by the 
conviction that they have been delivered 
from the bondage of sin that they may live 
like the redeemed of the Lord.

Moral Obligation Calls for Commitment

Such is the necessity of the Crusade for 
Christian Morality. It has become a ringing 
challenge to Southern Baptists to reaffirm 
our commitment to the Christian way.
Thursday, June 28, 1956

TRAINING UNION DEPARTMENT

THE TRAINING UNION ANNOUNCES

New Publications for Use with Children

For Nursery Children 
and Their Parents

For Beginners 
and Their Parents

These periodicals will be included on the literature order blank, beginning with Oc
tober 1956.

For more information, see July, August, September issues of The Nursery-Begin- 
ner Leader and The Primary Leader and the May issue of THE BAPTIST TRAINING 
UNION MAGAZINE.

Order these publications from the Baptist Sunday School 

Board, 127 Ninth Ave., North, Nashville 3, Tennessee

Moral living according to the New 
Testament pattern is our supreme obligation. 
This must be our response to the moral 
nature of God, to the moral quality of our 
salvation, and to the moral demands of 
Christ’s Lordship.

This commitment must, first of all, be 
personal. Moral responsibility is personal. 
Moral excellence is the result of personal 
discipline and devotion. Moral character is 
a personal achievement. Christ calls every 
Christian to walk the high road of honesty, 
purity, justice, and love. Every Christian is 
a saint and is obligated to demonstrate to 
the world the quality of Christlike goodness.

The crusade calls for commitment to 
courageous moral action. Christians must 
take a stand for right living, for social 
justice, for civic righteousness, and for 
moral standards in government and indus
try. The forces of evil will fight back. 
There will be those to ridicule and to 
criticize. There will be threats and 
opposition. But the time has come for 
Christians to become soldiers in a warfare 
against evil—against every vicious force that 
degrades character, generates strife, fosters

For Primaries 
and Their Parents

corruption, and spreads crime. Pastors must 
become true prophets of God in declaring 
the whole counsel of God about moral 
values and immoral living. Christian men 
and women must be willing to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake.

Southern Baptists are called on to engage 
in a crusade that will fan the flame of a 
moral awakening. Our churches need to 
face their responsibility for the moral 
nurture of individuals, for the moral 
rehabilitation of wayward Christians, and 
for the moral uplift of the nation’s life.

We could have through this crusade, 
under the blessing of God, a rebirth of 
moral idealism, a revival of moral character, 
and a new dynamic for moral action that 
would become a telling witness for Christ 
around the world.

Wednesday evening, June 13, the B.S.U. 
Choir of Arkansas State gave a program at 
Red Bank Church, Chattanooga. June 17-24, 
Ralph Brunson, pastor of First Church, 
Springfield, Georgia was speaker for Youth 
Week. Ralph E. Norton is pastor.
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Should SBC Sponsor State Hospitals?
Louie D. Newton

While the action of the recent Conven
tion in Kansas City, agreeing, in its first 
vote, to sponsor a hospital at Miami, is 
fresh in memory, I raise the question: 
Should the Southern Baptist Convention un
dertake to build and operate hospitals on 
state levels?

The Convention answered this question 
in 1949, adopting the recommendation of a 
committee appointed in 1948 to study the 
whole question of hospital policy, as fol
lows:

“That as a policy, Southern Baptists 
should not acquire additional hospi
tals in the immediate future; and, as a 
general policy, hospitals should be 
owned and operated by State Conven
tions and local Associations, rather 
than acquiring additional hospitals to 
be operated by the Southern Baptist 
Hospital.”
The Convention was already committed 

to operate a hospital in Jacksonville, 
Florida, when this study was made and 
this policy was adopted. But in the face of 
this adopted policy, the Convention in Mi
ami, in 1955, voted to establish and operate 
a hospital in California; and at Kansas City, 
in 1956, the Convention again voted to 
estabtlish and operate a hospital in Miami, 
Florida. Indeed, the action at Kansas City 
may have committed the Convention to 
establish and operate two hospitals in Miami, 
one in the city and one some miles 
from the city. Of course, the Convention 
must vote affirmatively again next year 
before it is finally bound on this matter, 
thanks to the Business and Financial Plan.

Why Did the Convention Say No in 1949?

It is always a healthy exercise for Bap
tists to read the minutes of the previous 
meeting. If you will examine the record of 
the Convention and its Executive Commit
tee, during the 40’s, you will discover that 
there was a trend toward expansion of the 
Southern Baptist Hospital into the states. 
1 will not ask for space to recite the record, 
but it is available for any who want it. 
This trend led the Convention to appoint 
a committee to make a study of the whole 
matter. The committee was composed of 
Perry Crouch, chairman, A. D. Foreman, 
Sr., Dick H. Hall, R. Kelly White, Frank 
Samford, Wallace R. Rogers and J. D. 
Grey. I have above cited the gist of their 
report, which was adopted.

The committee pointed out the fact that 
practically every state had its own hospi
tal program, with the further obvious and 
unanswerable argument that management 
of hospitals is, necessarily, an intricate and 
constant responsibility, requiring local and 
personal attention. Those of us who have 
had extended experience in the operation of 
hospitals fully appreciate this vital point.
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Again, the Convention had had a taste 
of this business of expanding the Hospital 
at New Orleans into the states in the San 
Antonio venture, and that was another rea
son why it adopted the policy of 1949. The 
Convention’s Hospital Board finally agreed 
to pay Texas Baptists $200,000 to take 
over the San Antonio venture. The Hospi
tal Board still owes Texas Baptists $40,000.

The Jacksonville Hospital

Already committed to operate a hospital 
in Jacksonville, provided the local com
munity would raise the money for the 
buildings, the Convention found itself 
against the wall in 1952, in Miami, when 
the Hospital Board reported that it would 
have to have $750,000 to finish the build
ing. This loan was assumed by the Con
vention, though the Hospital Board had

THE CHOICE IS OURS
by J. Pope Dyer, Central High School, Chattanooga, Tennessee

It is a matter of common knowledge that 
President Eisenhower attends the National 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D. C. 
It is reported that it has been necessary for 
that Church to put on, for Saturday, an 
additional secretary to answer the inquiries 
of visitors in Washington as to whether the 
President will attend the church services on 
the coming Sunday. The secretary has for
mulated a very appropriate answer to each 
question. She says in substance, “I do not 
know whether President Eisenhower will be 
present tomorrow but the Lord will be here”.

In this day of hysteria and hate it is wise 
for us to learn to put first things first. Not 
so long ago my son came home on Sunday 
morning at about 3:00 a.m. from a trip of 
about 150 miles. He had participated in the 
Southeastern Conference Wrestling Tourna
ment only a few hours before. I went to his 
room to find out about his standing. He was 
reading his Bible. I recall that experience 
with great pleasure. He had wrestled twice 
in the tournament the final day and had rid
den a long distance. I knew he was extremely 
tired but to find him reading God’s Word 
was more thrilling than to hear of his out
standing success in the athletic contest.

I find students praying and putting God 
first in more and more of their activities. I 
am reminded of a young lady who won a 
national and international essay contest. I 
rejoiced in her victory because she was one 
of my pupils. A few years later she told 
me this story. Her sister had requested that 
they go to Prayer meeting but the student 
was reluctant because she claimed she had 

stated in writing that the Convention would 
never be called on for capital funds. A few 
months later the Hospital Board went to 
the Executive Committee and asked for 
another $750,000 to complete the building, 
and at Kansas City, the Hospital Board 
reported a building debt at Jacksonville of 
$1,500,000 and an operating deficit of 60- 
odd thousand dollars. The hospital was 
opened in September, 1955. That story, 
added to the San Antonio story, should be 
sufficient reason for Southern Baptists to 
stay out of the business of building and 
operating hospitals on state levels.

Even so, the Convention voted in 1955 
to sponsor a hospital in California, and at 
Kansas City, with all these facts before us, 
the Convention again voted to sponsor 
another hospital in Florida. The California 
commitment is automatically released by 
the inability of the brethren there to raise 
the funds they had promised.

We all believe in a hospital ministry as 
an essential expression of Christ’s com
mand, “Heal the sick;” but wouldn’t it be 
well if the Convention observed its action 
of 1949, leaving to the states their re
sponsibility in this matter?

to write an essay. The student tried to write 
the essay for a good long while but could 
make little progress. The sister insisted that 
they go on to Prayer meeting and they did 
go. After the meeting the writer of the 
winning essay came home and wrote the 
successful essay in fifteen minutes. She 
seemed happy to give God credit for her 
inspiration and success.

It is a source of great satisfaction to hear 
students write that the great need today 
in our society is not the amassing of wealth, 
or the winning of power or position, or the 
development of an expanded technological 
program. They often say that the great need 
is to turn to God and turn away from sin. 
They want to emphasize the importance of 
putting first things first.

It seems to me that our nation is the 
nearest to a great spiritual awakening that we 
have been in a long period of time. I am not 
sure that we, as Christians, are willing to 
pay the price to make this spiritual period 
a success. We may whistle, twiddle our 
thumbs, and talk our opportunities away. 
The challenge is here. The youth of today 
seem to have the power of evaluation better 
than any youth of any previous generation. 
The adults must do their job of righting the 
wrong and definitely settling on emphasiz
ing those eternal qualities. It will take more 
than words. It will take transformed lives. 
The expense is great but the rewards are 
worth working for. Are we ready to see 
the important? Are we ready to put God and 
His program first? The choice is ours; it 
will decide the destiny of our age.

Baptist and Reflector
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SEPTEMBER IS HARVEST TIME
Charles L. McKay

September 23, 1956, 
has been designated as 
“Harvest Day.” One 
week later, September 
30, more than a half 
million people above 
nine years of age will be 
promoted from one Sun
day school class or de
partment to another.

There are approxi
mately 8 0 0,000 lost

people above the age of nine years in the 
Sunday schools of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Surely no Christian worker will be will
ing to promote from his class a person who 
is unsaved without doing everything possi
ble to lead him to personal faith in Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour.
I. Make a Climate for the Harvest 

Cold churches never win souls.

1. Prayer
No one would minimize the place of 

prayer in creating a spiritual climate in 
which souls can be saved. Churches should 
be called to prayer about this matter. Pray 
that a half million lost people will make 
a decision for Christ before promotion.

2. Train Soul-Winners
Soul-winning classes should be held in 

every church preceding this great effort to 
harvest the unsaved in our Sunday schools 
before promotion time.

3. Use the Officers and Teachers’ Meeting 
There is no better place than in the 

weekly officers and teachers’ meeting to 
begin planning and making preparation for 
winning all the unsaved to Christ before 
they are promoted in September.

4. Class Meetings
All monthly class meetings, the month 

before this “Harvest Day”, should be keyed 
to an effort to win to Christ all the un
saved in the class.

5. Make the Lessons Evangelistic
Teachers should teach soul-winning les

sons the weeks before September 23 aiming 
at this very thing.

II. Visitation Evangelism
The week preceding “Harvest Day” 

should be used for soul-winning visitation.
1. Prospects for evangelism should be 

assigned to the saved members of the 
classes and contacted by Tuesday if at all 
possible.

2. Teachers should follow up with a 
personal visit to every unsaved member of 
his class.

3. Schedule visits to the pastor. Each 
teacher should schedule appointments with 
the pastor for the unsaved in his class whom 
he has not been able to win to faith in 
Christ.

III. Pastors Write Letters of Appeal 
to the Unsaved

Many times just a letter from the pastor 
has done the work.

1. The pastor, at the suggestion of a 
teacher, can invite the unsaved to his of
fice for an appointment or schedule a visit 
in the home.
IV. High Attendance Day in the Sun

day School, September 23.
This has proved to be one of the most 

successful efforts in evangelism through the 
Sunday school.

1. Sign Up Pupils
At least two or three weeks preceding 

September 23, teachers, after signing to be 
present, should begin signing up the pupils. 
An effort should be made to get every pupil 
and every possible prospect to be present 
“Harvest Day”, September 23.

2. Evangelistic Service in the Sunday 
School on September 23

The concerted effort for high attendance 
will put most of the possibilities into the 
Sunday school that day. Every possible 
effort should be put forth to bring every 
lost person to a decision for Christ on this 
day. Each church will work out plans best 
suited to the church.
V. Baptize Morning and Night

It should be announced previously that 
the ordinance of baptism will be adminis
tered both morning and night, “Harvest 
Day”.
VI. Follow Up

Many will make decisions for Christ 
with this added effort, but there will be 
some who will delay their decision and it is 
very necessary for the church to follow 
up.

1. Lunch at the church
It would be helpful for the church to 

provide a light lunch for personal workers 
who would remain at the church after the 
morning service to pray and go out for 
personal visits. Many who have not done 
so in the morning worship will make their 
decisions in the afternoon, perhaps publicly 
confess Christ in the evening services, and 
be baptized into the fellowship of the 
church.

2. Assign Every Prospect
Every Sunday school member and pros

pect who has not made his decision to accept 
Christ as his Saviour should be assigned and 
contacted on Sunday afternoon by some 
good, warm-hearted personal worker.

3. Special Prayer
Before leaving the church for the soul

winning visits, have special prayer for the 
leadership and power of the Holy Spirit.

4. Go
You are going on business for the King. 

Souls are at stake. Do your best. Trust God 
to do what you cannot do.

Make “Harvest Day” a day of decision.

Devotions and Prayers of Martin Luther, 
Selected and Translated by Dr. Andrew 
Kosten; Baker; 111 pp.; $1.50.

The Tarnished Helmet by Lois L. Wha
ley; Convention Press; 78 pp.; 35^.

The Lantern and the Song by Ida Nelle 
Hollaway; Convention Press; 56 pp.; 35^.

Christian Hymnody by Edmond D. Keith: 
Convention Press; 60^.

Choice Parties prepared by the Church 
Recreation Service; Broadman; 40 pp.

Minnie Belle by Loulie Latimer Owens; 
Broadman; 109 pp.; $1.50.

Out of His Treasure, Unfinished Memoirs 
of W. O. Carver; Broadman; 158 pp.; $3.00.

With Jesus on the Navajo Road by Jacob 
and Christian Bolt; Eerdmans; 120 pp.; 
$2.00.

Luke the Physician by William M. Ram
say; Baker; 418 pp.; $4.50.

Christian Marriage by Martha Boone 
Leavell; Convention Press; 140 pp.; $.60.

The Text, Canon, and Principal Versions 
of the Bible, a Brief Summary of Recent 
Research Extracted from the Twentieth 
Century Encyclopedia of Religious Knowl
edge by Elmer E. Flack, Bruce M. Metzger, 
and Others; 68 pp.; $1.50.

Let There Be Light by Benjamin P. 
Browne; Revell; 157 pp.; $1.95.

Simeon’s Expository Outlines Vol. 4, I 
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Growing a Christian Personality by R. 
Lofton Hudson; Broadman; 121 pp.; $1.50.
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Marney and Others.
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ATTENDANCES AND
T.U.

ADDITIONS JUNE 17, 1956 Rev. Carl Allen, Lewisburg, just after 
returning from a speaking engagement at 
the Brotherhood meeting at Camp Carson, 
had to undergo an emergency appendectomy
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY L 1956

by O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College
What Is the Answer?

Letters of Faith and Encouragement
TEXTS: Hebrews 13:9, 18-25; I Peter 1:1-2; 2:19-25; II Peter 1:1-2, 

15-18; Jude 3, 17-25 (Larger)—I Peter 2:19-25; Jude 3, 17-25 (Printed).

We begin this quarter’s lessons under the 
title, “Writings of Faith and Encourage
ment”. For the printed passages of this 
particular lesson we center our attention 
upon two such letters, written by persons 
who were especially dear to our Lord. 
Simon Peter, the author of the first, was of 
the Inner Circle while Jesus dwelt on the 
earth and was the recognized leader of the 
disciples for a long time after His departure. 
Jude, the writer of the second, was His 
half-brother in the flesh who became a 
disciple after His resurrection and later be
came prominent in the life of the church 
located at Jerusalem.

In both of these letters, written at a 
time when persecution was severe for the 
Christians (possibly around 65 A.D.) at the 
hands of Nero, the followers of Jesus re
ceived words of encouragement. To call 
Nero’s name today is to remind of the neces
sity for such encouragement. What do the 
messages from these two letters mean to us 
at present?

Jesus Is Our Example (I Peter 2:19-25)
While living among men in the flesh He 

furnished to His followers for all times the 
supreme example of love and patience. 
Since He suffered not because of the doing 
of wrong upon His part, and that without 
complaint and reviling, we are to copy Him 
in this as well as all other regards. The 
world in which we now find ourselves is 
essentially the same kind of world that 
inflicted torture and brought death finally 
to His body, so that we should not be 
shocked or surprised if it does the same 
to us as His own.

There is a sense in which we in our 
suffering, because we are true to Him and 
His teachings, may do in a very limited 
way what He did in an unlimited way. 
Through His sufferings and death the way 
of salvation was opened to all men of all 
time. Through our sufferings and death, 
whether instantaneous or extended over a 
long period of time, we may proclaim to 
men around us (and even beyond us) the
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reality of that way of salvation as well as 
the method whereby it becomes effective. 
Thus we may share doubly in His atone
ment, first in our own behalf and then in 
behalf of others who hear Him through 
our ministry and testimony. People on the 
outside who fail to hear Christ as He speaks 
through our lips and even our daily lives 
may do so when they see us suffer in His 
behalf and with the same attitude toward 
the same as Christ portrayed in His own 
sufferings.
Jesus Is Our Reward (Jude 3, 17-25)

The reward, both here and hereafter, 
for the Christian is primarily spiritual in 
nature. For the highest reward conceivable 
is to be more fully His and thus to be more 
nearly like Him. Those who love Him most 
desire nothing more than to have more of 
Him, for this kind of love is characterized 
by giving of self in His behalf and at the 
same time asking that He be given in re
turn. All else is secondary and of no real 
consequence.

Mention is made in these verses of the 
“common salvation”. Billy Graham has 
recently pointed out, following his visits to 
parts of the Orient, that this universal need 
for Christ upon the part of peoples re
gardless of color or condition was the thing 
that impressed him most. Men are all alike 
in this regard, he insists. Who would dis
agree? As to the method of such “common 
salvation”, Maclaren comments as follows. 
“So we are all put upon one level, no 
matter how different we may be in attain
ments, in mental capacity—geniuses and 
blockheads, scholars and ignoramuses, mil
lionaires and paupers, students and savages 
—we are all on the one level.”

The closing verses of this passage con
tains a remarkably beautiful doxology. Is 
it promopted by Jude’s contemplation of 
that marvelous Reward?

James Beard has resigned as pastor of 
Ashport Church, Big Hatchie Association, 
to accept the pastorate of Rialto Church.

Pastor Carl Allen, who has served as 
pastor of First Church, Lewisburg, four 
years, has accepted an unanimous call to 
Woodland Park Church, Chattanooga, effec
tive July 15.

--------- CHRISTIAN TEACHERS NEEDED----------
Edith Sreet Baptist Day School needs two elementary teachers by September 1, Any 
college graduate interested, write for further information and salary scale to Russell 
V. Goff, pastor, Edith Street Baptist Church, 1020 Edith St. S. E., Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.

By H. Carl Witherington

We read and hear much about man’s 
search for an escape from mental illness. 
He resorts to psychology and certain types 
of “religion” which leave him unsatisfied. 
What is wrong? Is man by nature in pos
session of a “divine spark”?

Man by nature is neither morally good 
nor bad but is totally depraved as regards 
righteousness. He cannot even with the 
help of psychology achieve righteousness. 
Psychology typically is concerned with body 
(soma) and mind (psyche), thus omitting 
the most important aspect, the spirit 
(pneuma). 1 Thess. 5:23. This spiritual 
aspect is dead until quickened in regenera
tion by the Spirit, thus restoring man to a 
trinity or whole man.

Man’s troubles begin with spiritual 
decline. The next step downward is a 
distorted line of thinking, {mental') And 
finally he suffers physical disease and 
destruction. This order occurs in nations 
also. Romans 1:18-32. The remedy must 
begin with the primary trouble.

The Bible is clear. “Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature”. 
2 Cor. 5:17. This is spiritual and must 
come first. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on thee” Isa. 
26:3. This gives peace of mind, (psyche). 
Also Jesus says. “Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
give you rest” Matt. 11:28. This promises 
rest from mental burdens of care and 
anxiety. Therefore, if we try to solve man’s 
mental problems by merely using psy
chotherapy, we may get only a temporary 
soothing of a cancerous disease.

(Editor's Note Dr. Witherington, recently Pro
fessor of Education and Phychology at Belmont 
College, Nashville, was retired June 8 by a 
regulation of the Board of Trustees. He has not 
announced any plans for the future. His latest 
book is entitled Psychology of Religion.)

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pulpits, Pews, Tables, Chairs 
and Sunday School Furniture

A. O. Cochran
309 Chapel Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee

Representing
Central Manufacturing Company

WE SAVE YOU MONEY
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East Tennessee Topics
by LLOYD T. HOUSEHOLDER, Maryville

Calvary Church, Bristol, added two new 
members to its staff. Edwin Bowman is the 
new minister of music, and Eugene Hobbs 
has become pastor of Bethel Mission which 
is sponsored by the church.

While Pastor Herman W. Cobb attended 
ihe Southern Baptist Convention, Richard 
M. Cassity, pastor of First Church, Spruce 
Pine, North Carolina, supplied the pulpit 
of First Church, Elizabethton, June 3.

■« f

Oak Street Church, Elizabethton, Fred 
O. Ponton, pastor, experienced a fine re
vival resulting in 10 additions by baptism, 
two by letter, two for full-time Christian 
service, and 25 rededications. A. W. Parker, 
pastor of Wallace Memorial Church, Knox
ville. was the evangelist.

Unaka Avenue Church, Johnson City, 
observed the fifth anniversary of Pastor 
Howard T. Rich, June 3. There have been 
394 additions to the church. Total income 
for the period has been $110,036.46. The 
church gave a reception for him and Mrs. 
Rich on the afternoon of the anniversary.

Pastor J. L. Trent of Lynn Garden 
Church, Kingsport, preached the Com
mencement sermon at Clinch High School. 
Edison, Tennessee. Brother Trent graduated 
from this school 38 years ago, and was 
valedictorian of his class which was the 
second class in the history of the school. 
He has served as pastor in Kingsport for 
26 years.

Baptists of East Tennessee have lost a 
very fine man in the going of Lowell D. 
Milburn from the pastorate of First church, 
Newport. He has done a very fine and last
ing work in this church and made many 
contributions to our work in the area. He 
has gone to be pastor of First Church, 
Shawnee. Oklahoma. In this great church 
he succeeds another loved and honored 
man from East Tennessee, Frank W. Wood, 
who died in a tragic car wreck last sum
mer.

Jefferson County Association Notes: 
Oscar Mills resigned as pastor of New Hope 
Church. Arthell Leaman resigned as pastor 
of Flat Gap Church, and is moving to Cali
fornia. Lee Prince has resigned as pastor 
at French Broad and will enter Southwest
ern Seminary.

Elmer J. Foust has resigned as pastor of 
Meridian Church, Knoxville, and accepted 
a call to White Oak Church, Chattanooga. 
He has done a magnificent job at Meridian. 
Among numerous achievements, the church 
built a beautiful sanctuary in the heart of a 
flourishing residential area.

First Church, Morristown, presented a 
lovely gift recently to Pastor and Mrs. A. 
H. Hicks on the occasion of their 25th 
wedding anniversary. On a recent Sunday 
Dr. Fred Brown, pastor emeritus of First 
Church, Knoxville, supplied the pulpit of 
this church. Rev. and Mrs. Calvin Parker, 
missionaries to Japan, assisted with the 
Vacation Bible school. Mrs. Parker is a 
native of Morristown and a former member 
of the church.

While Pastor Francis M. Warden is 
away on vacation the pulpit of First Church, 
Jefferson City will be supplied by O. L. 
Rives, R. L. Bausam, C. H. Watson and 
Russell Bradley Jones.

Mount Olive Church, Knoxville, observed 
May 20 as “Carrie Nipper Day.” Mrs. 
Nipper has been organist in this church 
for 35 years. The church presented her 
with a check and other lovely gifts. Mrs. 
Nipper is a very fine musician and is the 
daughter of venerable T. G. Davis, who 
has served long and faithfuly as a minister 
in Tennessee.

Henry Stamey, a recent graduate of New 
Orleans Seminary, conducted two revivals 
recently. He was with Calvary Heights 
Church, Alexandria City, Alabama, where 
Jimmy Hodges is pastor, resulting in 18 
additions. At Berean Church, Mobile, Ala
bama, R. D. Wright, pastor, there were 21 
additions. Brother Stamey resides at 1018 
Lansdell Road, Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Homer A. Cate, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Knoxville, did the preaching at 
First Church, Strawberry Plains, resulting 
in 31 additions for baptism, four by letter, 
and five re-dedications. Willis R. Allen is 
pastor.

Miss Mary Shipe began her work as 
educational director at Calvary Church, 
Knoxville. She is a graduate of Carson 
Newman College, and Carver School of 
Missions and Social Work. Eugene Roberts 
is pastor.

First Church, Knoxville, employed Dr. 
John K. Durst of the faculty of New Orleans 
Seminary, as temporary Minister of Educa
tion for the month of June, and also for 
July and August if he is available. The 
church called Miss Jennice Jones of Birm
ingham, as youth director.

Jerry Conner, well known youth evange
list in East Tennessee was the evangelist at 
Everett Hills Church, Maryville. His 
brother, Dexter Conner, led the music. J. 
Burch Cooper is pastor.

Dr. Fred F. Brown was guest preacher 
at First Church, Maryville, on June 10. 
On June 3, Dr. Horace G. Hammet, as
sociate secretary-treasurer of the South 
Carolina Convention was the preacher. Pas
tor James M. Windham took a brief vaca
tion after attending the meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

In the revival at First Church, Alcoa, in 
which the preaching was done by Harold 
Wainscote of Kentucky, there were 26 
additions by baptism and four by letter. 
W. H. Lodwick is pastor.

Broadway Church, Maryville, held the 
best Vacation Bible school in its history 
with an average attendance of 325. The 
week of June 10-17 was observed as Youth 
Week. In addition to a number of special 
features during the week, a week-end youth 
revival was conducted on June 15-17. Bill 
Blevins was the preacher, and Paul Mims 
the singer. Both young men are students at 
Carson Newman College.

Richard R. Lloyd resigned as pastor of 
First Church, Jellico, to accept a call to 
First Church, Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

First Church, Clinton, observed the 
eighth anniversary of Pastor Paul W. Turner 
June 24. The ground floor of the Church 
building was remodeled recently and new 
Departments in the Sunday School were 
used on that date. A goal of 800 (100 for 
each year of his pastorate) was set for the 
day.

W. C. Summar, pastor of Robertsville 
Church, Oak Ridge, preached the Bac
calaureate Sermon at Oak Ridge High 
School June 3.

Trenton Street Church, Harriman, ob
served the third anniversary of Pastor Bran
son C. Wiggins.

The revival held at McCalla Avenue 
Church, Knoxville, by F. M. Dowell, Jr., 
secretary of Evangelism in Tennessee, re
sulted in 49 additions to the church. E. 
Warren Rust is pastor.

J. E. Ledbetter, pastor of First Church, 
Lenoir City did the preaching in a revival 
at Calvary Church, Clyde Glass, pastor.

C. A. Dabney, pastor of Brainerd Church, 
Chattanooga, is the new president of the 
Chattanooga Pastor’s Association. Jack 
Whitson, a student at Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky, will serve as youth 
director at Brainerd Church during the 
summer months.

Bulletins from First Church, Athens, ■ 
indicate that Pastor Paul J. Harting is getting 
off to a fine start as pastor.

Pastor R. W. Prevost of Ooltewah 
Church reports a revival which resulted in 
17 additions by baptism, and nine by letter. 
The preaching was done by the pastor’s 
son, J. B. Prevost, a student of Southwestern 
Seminary. Such an experience as this brings 
joy to any father’s heart.
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Tike ^oun^ South —

Last week I told you of a special letter 
which I wanted to share with you. I hoped 
to print it today, but I have a problem. 
I need a little more information and have 
written for it. Perhaps the reply will come 
in the next day or two, and I can share 
it with you next week!

In the meantime, you’ll enjoy reading 
these other friendly letters. As you read, try 
to make a mental picture of the person 
who wrote each letter. Imagine that you 
are actually talking with that person.

From Dorothy Sorrels, Route 1, Peters
burg, Tennessee:

This is my second time to write you, but 
right now I am without pen pals. I am 
sixteen years old and will be a junior at 
Petersburg High School next year. I am a 
Christian, a member of Hannah’s Gap 
Baptist Church. Last summer I dedicated 
my life to some type of missionary service, 
but I’m still undecided about what particular 
work I shall do.

I live on a farm and enjoy it because 
there is never a time when there isn’t any
thing to do, although I sometimes wish 
there were!

I’m looking forward to receiving letters 
from many boys and girls my age.

From Elizabeth Mitchell, 900 Knox 
Avenue, Nashville 4, Tennessee:

I am nine years old. My birthday is 
January 28. I go to Judson Memorial Bap
tist Church. I am in the fourth grade at 
Clemons School. I would like to have pen 
pals.

From Eileen Stewart, 929 N. Watkins, 
Memphis 7, Tennessee:

This is my first time to write to you. 
I am eight years old and will be nine on 
November 1. I always read the Young South 
column and enjoy it. I go to McLean Bap
tist Church where Dr. Gabhart is pastor. I 
was saved when I was six. I would like to 
have pen pals and will answer every letter 
I get.

From Doris Redmon, Route 6, Paris, 
T ennessee:

I was eleven years old the seventeenth 
of June and will be in the sixth grade when 
school starts. I am a Christian and go to 
Maplewood Baptist Church where Brother 
A. D. Vaden is pastor.

We had Vacation Bible school beginning 
May 28. I enjoyed it very much. The 
Junior girls made belts and the Junior boys 
made flower shelves to hang on the wall.

Two were saved and two gave their lives 
to Christian service.

I am planning to go to G.A. Camp, June 
25. I think I will enjoy it.

I want some pen pals and will try to 
answer all the letters I get. I hope to get 
many new friends.

We got our first Baptist and Reflector 
on June 7.

From Barbara Ann Schmitt, 3018 23rd 
Avenue, South, Nashville 12, Tennessee:

On August 20, I will be eleven years old. 
I would like to have some pen pals. I go to 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church. Dr. Har
old Purdy is our pastor. I will try to answer 
every letter I receive.

From Mary Jean Franks, Penhook Road, 
Savannah, Tennessee:

1 am thirteen years old and go to South
side Baptist Church. My hobby is reading. 
I have one brother and four sisters. I 
would like to have pen pals and I would 
like to get a picture of each one. I promise 
to answer every letter I get.

From Betty Lou McCarver, Route 1, 
Jackson, Tennessee:

I am fifteen years old and in the eighth 
grade at Pope Elementary School. I go to 
Englewood Baptist Church. Our pastor is 
Brother J. L. Ford. I would like to have 
lots of pen pals and will try to answer all 
the letters I get.

Every one of today’s letters is special, 
isn’t it? I am glad the boys and girls are 
trying to make their letters as interest
ing as possible and really to tell something 
about themselves. That makes it easier to 
choose pen pals, and it makes our column 
more enjoyable! How about a news note 
from you?

Love,
AUNT POLLY 

Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
Our ONE SUBJECT PLAN In UPPER SCHOOL 

(grades 9-12) Increased Honor Roll 50%. Fully Ac
credited. ROTC highest rating. Separate JUNIOR 
SCHOOL (grades 4-8). 59th year. Baptist owned. 
For catalog and One Subject Plan Folder write: 
Dr. J. C. Wicker, Box 813, Fork Union, Va.

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

The class was studying Africa, and when 
the teacher asked how ivory is used, one 
small boy excitedly held up his hand. “Most 
ivory,” he said, “is used for soap.”

“Can a leopard change its spots?” the 
teacher asked her class of tiny tots.

The children all agreed that he could 
not—all, that is. except little Willie.

“So you think a leopard can change his 
spots?” the teacher challenged Willie.

“Yes,” Willie repl’d. “If he gets tired of 
one spot, he can get up and change to 
another spot.”

Four-year-old Tommy was jealous of 
his sister because relatives were always 
saying what a big girl she was.

Walking down the street with his mother 
one day he braced his shoulders and asked: 
“Mummy, how old would you say I look?”

Anxious to please him, his mother replied: 
“Why Tommy, you look about seven.”

Tommy beamed gratefully at his mother, 
then paid his biggest compliment: “D’you 
know, Mummy, you look a hundred.”

The speaker was growing in eloquence. 
“As Daniel Webster says in his great dic
tionary . . .” he began.

“Hey!” came a voice from the audience. 
“It was Noah who wrote the dictionary.”

“You are mistaken, friend,” said the 
speaker, “Noah built the ark.”

When singing “God Bless America,” a 
little four-year-old girl sang it this way— 
“Stand beside her, and guide her, with the 
light through the night from a bulb.”

—Copied.

“Now, if you have that in your head,” 
said a professor, who had just explained a 
theory to his students, “you have it all in a 
nutshell!”

In the high school English class, the 
teacher was trying to impress the class with 
the importance of a large vocabulary. He 
said that if the student took a word and used 
it ten times it would be his for life.

One girl was heard to murmur: “Tom, 
Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom, Tom. 
Tom, Tom, Tom.”

Nuggets says, “Most of today’s troubles 
on which we stub our toes are the un
pleasant, unperformed duties that we care
lessly shoved aside yesterday.”

The trouble with a fellow who talks too 
fast is that he is liable to say something 
he hasn’t even thought of yet.
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Convention Assets at 
Record $131 Million

NASHVILLE—(BP)—Assets of South
ern Baptist Convention agencies increased 
more than $20 million during the past year 
to a record total of $131,241,242, accord
ing to Treasurer Porter Routh here.

During the same 12-month period, end
ing Dec. 31, 1955, liabilities increased only 
a little over $3 million to $7,417,644.

This financial statement, based on the 
annual audits of each of the more than 20 
agencies, reflects the “good condition” of 
the Convention, Routh declared.

“Even with $131 million in assets.” 
Routh added, “the strength of the Southern 
Baptist Convention does not lie in the ac
cumulation of property and reserve. Rather 
the strength of the Convention lies in the 
concern of Southern Baptists to find direc
tion and power from the Holy Spirit, and to 
find motivation in world mission needs.”

The only institution of the Convention 
showing an operating deficit for 1955 was 
the new Baptist Hospital in Jacksonville. 
Fla., Routh said. The hospital opened dur
ing the summer of 1955 and the deficit was 
attributed to its opening and the fact that 
it was in operation only four months be
fore the audit was taken.

New Orleans Seminary, New Orleans, 
La., was the only institution which showed 
a decrease in assets. This, according to 
Routh, was due to the seminary’s selling of 
its old campus property. The old campus 
was listed on seminary accounts at more 
value than the actual sale price.

The major factors which brought about 
the net increase of $17 million in assets 
were listed by Routh as: (1) building up 
reserves by the Relief and Annuity Board; 
(2) assets of the Jacksonville Hospital ($5 
million) being turned over to the Conven
tion by a local committee; (3) increased 
business of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board; (4) capital additions to the five 
Convention seminaries through the Co
operative Program.

The increase in liabilities occurred be
cause the Home Mission Board borrowed 
$1¥2 million which in turn it is loaning 
for church expansion in new areas, and be
cause the hospital at Jacksonville has a $PA 
million self-liquidating loan.

Assets of the Convention’s agencies have 
steadily risen in the last 25 years while 
libilities have more or less remained con
stant. The first complete listing of assets 
and liabilities of all agencies was in the 
1931 Convention annual—$24,791,000 in
assets and $5,972,000 in liabilities.

ASSETS, LIABILITIES OF AGENCIES LISTED
NASHVILLE—(BP)—Here is Treasurer Porter Routh’s statement of the assets and 

liabilities of Southern Baptist Convention agencies, based on their annual audits through 
Dec. 31, 1955:

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION ASSETS

1955
Foreign Mission Board _____________________ 13,500,909.50
Home Mission Board ______     15,301,237.14
Relief and Annuity Board  40,688,476.02
Sunday School Board ______________________ 18,925,956.56
Southern Hospital, N. O. __________________ 4,775,963.59
Southern Hospital, Jacksonville  5,198,809.25
Southwestern Seminary _______  8,782,357.46
Southeastern Seminary _____________________ 2,455,173.85
American Seminary ___   745,539.15
Southern Seminary __________     12,015,901.69
Golden Gate Seminary .......   „......... .. 1,185,814.89
New Orleans Seminary ____________   5,983,418.40
Southern Baptist Foundation ________   630,228.87
Christian Life Commission _____    1,902.18
Education Commission _____________________ 5,802.60
Brotherhood Commission _______   130,675.46
Radio and TV Commission _________________ 305,839.72
Historical Commission _________   93,301.65
Executive Committee ___    513,934.64

Total Assets _________
Total Increase in Assets

1954 
12,628,851.41 
12,698,882.90 
33,979,116.80 
16,071,415.42 
4,671,746.62

0
8,107,462.73 
2,146,432.47

682,817.62 
11,542,877.28

949,698.18 
6,119,855.24

491,223.18 
1,696.14 
3,876.43

97,883.98 
274,484.49

80,057.71 
465,675.19

111,014.053.79131,241,242.62
20,227,188.83

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION LIABILITIES

1955
Foreign Mission Board __________ ___ ______ 7,957.78
Home Mission Board ______________________ 1,816,279.97
Relief and Annuity Board ......     94,045.86
Sunday School Board _____ _________ ______ 1,322,715.26
Southern Hospital, N. O. ____ __ ___________ 1,157,649.75
Southern Hospital, Jacksonville __ _________ 1,865,997.91
Southwestern- Seminary ...___________________ 35,187.60
Southeastern Seminary ______________   401,926.40
American Seminary ..........     422.48
Southern Seminary ____      619,430.99
Golden Gate Seminary . ... ...............     4,186.19
New Orleans Seminary ___ . ..........  39,820.31
Southern Baptist Foundation ____________ ___ _ 162.68
Christian Life Commission 2_________________ 498.46
Education Commission ____ _____ _________ 1,113.13
Brotherhood Commission ______  __ ____ ___ 10,889.43
Radio and TV Commission ... .........     37,626.56
Historical Commission ____ __ _ __________ 221.60
Executive Committee ...  ...................  1,512.60

Total Liabilities _____ _____ _____ _ . 7,417,644.96
Increase in Liabilities ______________ 3,153,868.89

Increase 
( Decrease) 

872,058.09 
2,602,354.24 
6,709,359.22 
2,854,541.14

104,216.97 
5,198,809.25

674,894.73
308,741.38
62,721.53 

473,024.41 
236,116.80 

(136,436.84)
139,005.69 

206.04
1,926.17 

32,791.48 
31,355.23 
13,243.94 
48,259.45

Increase
(Decrease) 

(6,212.23) 
1,311,334.10 

73,295.32 
460,996.96

(73,692.52) 
1,865,997.91

3,459.83 
(302,382.37)

191.48 
(63,258.93)

1,221.37 
(132^0^?)

4#62;68 
®14;23
S3 8^5 
^57113 

2539031 
(L275.98)

M J}v SS 47

1954
14,170.01

504,945.87
20,750.54

861,718.30
1,231,342.27 

0
38,647.43

704,308.77
231.00

682,689.92
2,964.82

172,100.36 
0

484.23
974.18

7,032.30
16,236.25
2,197,58
2,982.24

4,263,776.07

Foreign Mission Board Reports to the People
Percentages of Operating Costs

For Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1955

“He who is determined to live for himself 
shall have small troubles,” Dean Inge re
marked, “but they will seem great to him. 
He who will live for others shall have great 
troubles, but they will seem to him small!”

Amount
1. Administrative Expenses:

Expenses of home office in Richmond, including all 
salaries, traveling expenses, stationery, postage, insurance, 
office equipment, and miscellaneous expenses. $ 316,215.64

2. Promotion Expenses (Home Cultivation):
Publicity through denominational papers, audio-visual edu
cation, literature, convention and conference expenses, 
deputation work of missionaries on furlough, missionary 
recruitment material, etc.; also, the amount recalled by 
Woman’s Missionary Union, S.B.C. ($60,000), from its 
contribution to the Foreign Mission Board through the 
Co-operative Program. 339,747.59

3. General Expenses:
Cost of Board meetings, annual audit, agent’s fee for 
handling investments, legal expenses, and miscellaneous 
expenses. 62,925.18

4. Foreign Fields:
Salaries and expenses of missionaries, furlough travel, 
missionary pension plan, special allowances to emeritus mis
sionaries, advanced training of selected Baptist leaders 
from abroad in U.S.A., direct evangelism, maintenance 
of schools and hospitals, operation of publishing houses, 
purchase of property abroad, and miscellaneous expenses. 10,017,383.24

Total Operating Costs .................        $10,736,271.65

Percentage 
of Total 

Operating 
Costs

3.16

.59

93.30

100.00
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