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The Mailbag
. . . Tribute to a Pastor
© The most wonderful tribute to a pastor that I 
have ever read came to me in a personal letter 
after the death on June 28 of Dr. W. B. Tatum, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, Ark.

The letter was written out of a heart of grief 
with no thought that it would come to the atten
tion of anyone except my family. At my insistence, 
she has agreed to permit me to share a part of 
her letter with Dr. Tatum’s many friends.

“We lost our preacher, and it is such a shock 
to all of us. It surely was sad to be in church 
yesterday without him in his usual place.

“In the funeral service, Dr. W. O. Vaught, Jr., 
said that last summer he walked with Dr. Tatum 
in Jerusalem, and now Dr. Tatum is walking the 
streets of New Jerusalem.

“I should have gladly gone in his place, had 
it been God’s will, for my life is most spent. He 
had such a bright future, and so young. I can’t 
understand it.”—Bruce H. Price, Newport News, 
Virginia

. . . The State Baptist Paper
© Before I accepted the pastorate of Temple Bap
tist Church of Memphis nearly seven years ago 
I learned that the church through its budget had 
long been sending the “Baptist and Reflector” 
to every family in its membership.

For two reasons I was happy to discover that 
the state Baptist paper goes into every Temple 
Church home.

First, I had been privileged io serve for fifteen 
years as pastor of two churches where budgets 
included the state Baptist paper. The first year 
the budget-church page plan was offered in Texas 
by the Baptist Standard my Church adopted 
it. In two great churches I had seen the splendid 
results accrue.

In the second place, I had a personal interest 
in Tennessee’s Baptist and Reflector. It was the 
first religious periodical I ever saw! It came 
to our home when I was a very small boy in 
Nashville.

Long before my birth, my father, a young 
business man, had subscribed to the state paper. 
Long after we moved to Houston, Texas, in 1911, 
he kept renewing his subscription year by year. 
In a new city and state, amid new church relation
ships, and with a new state Baptist periodical now 
making its weekly appearance, my father valued 
still his old standby, the Baptist and Reflector.. 
I recall the joy my grandmother Adams, the 
widow of a Tennessee Baptist preacher, found in 
her “Reflecter” to the end of her days.

The Baptist state paper in every church home 
builds Christ-visioned, Baptist minded church mem
bers. We have been pleased with its constructive 
effect here in Temple.

During the years at Temple I have occasionally 
heard a finance committee member suggest a de
crease in some budget item—but never a de
crease in the Baptist and Reflector item. More 
significantly, never has our Baptist Cooperative 
Program item been discussed except with a view 
to its increase. This is no accident. The connec
tion is vital. Informed Baptists want to maintain 
the channels for even wider knowledge. Informed 
Baptists also have hearts for preparing “in the 
desert a highway for our God.” The informed mind 
is a constructive mind.

Such is the contribution of the Baptist a,nd 
Reflector as I have known it through the years. 
—A. D. Foreman, Jr., Pastor, Temple Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tenn.

• . . Like to Be Informed
• The Baptist and Reflector is good news that 
we look forward to each week. I think it is a well- 
balanced paper with interest.

Most all Baptists like to be informed about what 
is going on and this is the best way for it to get 
to our churches throughout the state.—Thomas 
Redford, Shellsford Baptist Church, McMinnville, 
Tennessee.

Thus Saifh the Preacher—

The Preacher Who Wouldn't Do
Dear Editor:

Here’s one I picked up from the Alaska Baptist Messenger. It’s a letter to a pulpit 
committee of a pastorless church. “Gentlemen: Understanding that your pulpit is 
vacant, I should like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications that I think 
you would appreciate. I have been blessed to preach with power and have had some 
success as a writer. Some say that I’m a good organizer. I have been a leader in some 
places I’ve gone.

“Some folk, however, have some things against me. I am over 50 years of age. I 
have preached in one place for more than three years at a time. In some places 
I have left town, after my work caused riots and disturbances. I have to admit that I 
have been in jail 3 or 4 times, but not because of any real wrong-doing. My health is 
not too good, though I still get a good deal done. I have had to work at my trade to help 
pay my way. The churches I have preached in have been small, though located in 
several large cities.

“I have not gotten along too well with the religious leaders in different towns where 
I have preached. In fact, some of them have threatened me, taken me to court and even 
attacked me physically.

“I am not too good at keeping records. I have been known to forget whom I have 
baptized. However, if you can use me, I shall do my best for you, even if I have to 
work to help with my support.”

The chairman of the pulpit committee read the letter and asked the committee if 
they were interested in the application. They unanimously replied that such a man 
would never do for their church. They were not interested in any unhealthy, con
tentious, trouble-making, absent-minded ex-jailbird. In fact, they felt insulted that his 
application had even been presented. One member of the committee had his curiosity 
get the better of him and he asked who the applicant was.

The chairman answered, “The Apostle Paul. And I wrote the letter myself.” 
Nuff sed!

Applyingly yours,
G. Avery Lee

. . . A Word of Appreciation
© Dear Tennessee Baptists, Please accept our 
sincere thanks and appreciation for your active 
interest in the Alabama Indians.

Through your gifts in time and money much 
good has been done. A visit to our mission field 
would reveal that you have had ample returns for 
your investment in these people. Even though 
much good has been done, great advancement has 
been accomplished, there still remains a great 
need. Will you not pray that this need shall be 
met in time for our young people to return to 
college this fall. —Rev. and Mrs. John L. Isaacs, 
General Missionaries to Alabama Indians, Cit
ronelle, Ala.

. . . Like Its Readability
® The Baptist and Reflector is an essential part 
in the life our young church. We consider that 
it is an extension of our own church bulletin; 
promoting our full denominational program in a 
way that we cannot do for ourselves even if we 
had the time, space, and money to print such a 
complete paper. My personal Ujke for the 
Baptist and Reflector is its “readability” and 
carefully doctrinal editorship.—Harold L. Ander
son, Glenwood Baptist Church, Nashville, Ten
nessee.

. . . Our Church Family Blessed
• I would like to take this opportunity to express 
my appreciation to you and the entire staff of 
the Baptist and Reflector for your continuing 
high sense of integrity in providing a medium of 
splendid Christian reading material to our people. 
Our church family has been blessed through 
this missionary service which has reflected the 
character of the teachings of Jesus so completely. 
—Charles C. Maples, Oakville Memorial Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee.

. . . Be a Better Christian
• I think it is a great paper, and would make 
every Baptist be a better Christian and a better 
Baptist if he had it in his home and would read 
it.—J. P. Neal, Red Boiling Springs, Tennessee. 
(Retired Minister)

. . . Press Service Commended
© The doctrinal and promotional aspects of Bap
tist and Reflector are properly balanced and 
reveal discernment regarding information and in
spiration. The recent trend of increasing “Baptist 
Press” and “Religious News Service” items is 
highly commended because of their interesting ap
proach. These bring the world into our view and 
aid in uprooting our provincial prejudices. Our 
people have a particular appreciation for “Ten
nessee Topics” and the “Sunday School Lesson.”

We really cannot afford to be without the 
Baptist and Reflector in each of our homes 
each week.—T. Darwin Milligan, Woodbury Road 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

. . . Influence on Us
a There are a few things I would like to mention 
concerning our State Baptist paper that I feel 
has had a tremendous influence on us. First, and 
foremost it keeps us informed as to what our 
Denomination is planning and doing; Second it 
keeps us in contact with friends and their work 
in the other part of the state. Third, the editorials 
and other contributions always challenge us to do 
more for Christ. Fourth, I feel that an “informed 
Baptist” is a “Good Baptist”, hence the reason 
for having Baptist and Reflector in our 
budget.—Buck Morton, Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Jackson, Tennessee

. . . Information Inspires
• Right information inspires to right action. This 
I believe to be especially true in our kingdom 
work as Baptists. No doubt it is true that many 
of our people do not do as well as they know 
to do, but more of them will come nearer doing 
what they ought to do if they are properly im 
formed and motivated. In this whole process the 
Baptist and Reflector is indispensable as a 
medium of information and inspiration, and it is 
my firm feeling that this journal of Tennessee 
Baptists should be in every Baptist home, and the 
best way to do this is through the budgets of 
our churches, the cost is so little and the returns 
so great and eternal.—J. O. Carter, First Baptist 
Church, Gatlinburg, Tennessee.
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M. W. Egerton, Knoxville, Tennessee, points up a distinction

Clearing Up A Difficulty
Much of the difficulty which Baptists face 

as they try to understand the relationship 
of the autonomous independent local Bap
tist church to court procedures can be 
eliminated by a proper understanding of 
the distinction between such a church and 
church property.

A church is never correctly defined in 
Baptist terms in relationship to property. It 
is always a “fellowship of Baptist Believers” 
—“an assembly of followers of Christ 
holding common beliefs cooperating to
gether for the fulfillment of Christ’s com
mands.” It is defined in terms of people 
not property. No court attempts to assert 
jurisdiction over such a church. Its require
ments for membership, its method of func
tioning and what it believes and teaches are 
all ecclesiastical matters to be determined 
by the church. But such a church uses 
property. Title to such property may be 
vested in “trustees” or a corporation, or in 
other ways provided by law. In most cases 
such property is held in trust. As property 
held in trust, it must be used for the purpose 
to which it was dedicated by the donors. 
Its use cannot be changed by the bene
ficiaries of the trust.

For example: I give money for the erec
tion and operation of a hospital. The hos
pital is established. The trustees decide 
that they desire to operate a manufacturing 
plant. The courts universally and properly 
prevent the use of the property for any 
purpose other than that to which it was 
dedicated.

Or again: I give my money for the erec-
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tion of a church building to be used by a 
body conforming to the doctrine and prac
tices of the First Baptist Church of Knox
ville. Long afterward the trustees (or then 
church members as the case may be) want 
to use the property for another purpose. 
Properly the courts say “no”. Such a use 
constitutes a breach of trust.

When courts are confronted with divi
sions among church membership and the 
question arises as to who shall use the 
church property, one or more of the follow
ing questions must be answered:

When courts determine the answers to 
these questions they deal with facts; they do 
not authoritatively decide any theological 
questions. They are sometimes required to 
determine as a matter of fact what people 
believed and practiced at the time a trust 
was created in order to determine the pur
pose of the trust. They are sometimes re
quired to determine as a matter of fact 
what different groups believe and practice in 
order to determine whether or not such 
beliefs and practices fulfill the purpose of 
the trust imposed on the use of property. 
The courts in these cases do not determine 
what people should believe or must believe. 
They deal only with the purpose for which 
property must be used under the terms of a 
trust.

If we clearly understand the distinction 
between a church which we define in terms 
of people, and property which is held in 
trust for uses and purposes established by 
the donors, we must admit that a large 
group called membership holds no greater 
right to violate the terms of a trust than a 
single individual has to misappropriate trust 
funds.

It is because we have failed to make this 
distinction that confusion has arisen. Of 
course there are many areas in which a 
membership does control uses of property 
within the scope of the purpose for which it 
is held. Generally, locations may be 
changed; buildings may be remodeled or 
reconstructed; functional activities (Sunday 
School, B.T.U., W.M.U. etc.) may be estab
lished or changed; time of meeting—quo
rums and other similar items determined but 
always the purpose of the trust must be 
dominant in the use of property.

The courts do not attempt to control 
ecclesiastical bodies in the exercise of their 
functions. They do enforce trusts. Members 
of a Baptist church (people) are auton
omous, independent local bodies. Property 
is burdened by the trust imposed on its use. 
It is not autonomous or independent or sub
ject to changing control but must be de
voted to the purpose of the trust it serves. 
With this distinction in mind, we have no 
conflict in the hundreds of decisions affect
ing church property and the equally well

“Christ never had a desk, or a budget, or an 
executive committee to present a program 
to His constituency. But He had a cross. 
There is nothing wrong with a desk or 
a budget or an executive committee, but 
there is always something wrong when 
there is no cross.”—Charles A. Wells.

Our problem today is that we are lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God. We 
seek pleasure as a key to happiness, 
whereas the only unalterable, lasting way 
to true happiness is through the pursuit 
of righteousness.—Jack Wyrtzen

If we want better people to make a better 
world, then we will have to begin where 
people are made—in the family.—Phil 
Mann, York Trade Compositor.

The test of a person’s strength is the 
knowledge of his weakness.—Highways 
of Happiness.

The things of greatest value in life are those 
that multiply when divided.—Bishop 
Thorpe B. Isaacson, “Reward for Activity 
in the Church,” Relief Society Mag.

The easiest way to have your way is to go 
out and make it.—Thoughts for Today, 
Arnold H. Glasow Co.

established principles governing the right 
of religious bodies to act in conformity to 
their beliefs.

This distinction needs emphasis in other 
fields as well. In a day when we are in
clined to institutional Christianity, magnif
icent buildings and elaborate furnishings and 
equipment, we need to know again that 
the church which Christ loved and for 
which He gave Himself, was not a building 
—that God is not confined to, or wor
shipped by a building, but is worshipped 
in spirit and in truth by His people—the 
sheep of His pasture.
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Protecting the Bible
There's a story that comes out of Uganda, Africa, about a Bible 

which has been placed in the Museum there by the present chief 
of the Buganda tribe. More than 50 years ago it was the property 
of a chief of the tribe and is known as the “Biscuit Tin” Bible. 
It was so named because it fitted snugly into one of the old- 
fashioned cookie tins of the kind that once was common throughout 
Africa. It was widely used at that time to protect articles from 
termites and dampness. This is a copy of the first Bible in the 
language of the Buganda Tribe and was presented in 1897 by a 
Representative of the Church Missionary Society. Two years later 
when the chief was banished for defying British rule he com
plained that this Bible had been taken from him. It was retrieved 
and given back to the chief again.

This is an interesting story about a Bible that was valued, about 
a Bible that had to be kept in a biscuit box to protect it against 
termites and dampness. Now it becomes a museum piece.

The Bible is man’s priceless possession so long as it is kept 
in use. That is what the Bible is meant for. Somehow it should 
never become a mere museum piece. But we need something today 
to protect it; not against termites but against the indifference on 
our part which is far more destructive to its value than any African 
termites have ever been. The best protection we give to the Bible 
is to put it into daily use.

Cup of Fury
No book that has recently appeared has such a shocking story 

as “The Cup of Fury” pours out. The Author, Upton Sinclair, does 
all America a service. He chronicles the lives of men and women 
like Jack London, Dylan Thomas, Sinclair Lewis, O. Henry, Step
hen Crane, Isadora Duncan, Maxwell Bodenheim, William Sea
brook and a number of others whose names are well known. “I 
compile a list of the drinking people I have known. Two score of 
them went to their doom, eleven as suicides. This is their story,” 
the author states. It is a startling story about the pitiful victims of 
alcohol. How did they get this way? Sinclair says it was through 
“moderate drinking.” Sinclair gives evidence that “alcohol is per
haps our most persistent purveyor of agony and premature death.” 
The liquor interests are doing their best to try to knock this book. 
It is published by Channel Press, Great Neck, New York and is 
available for $3. Upton Sinclair is one of America’s greatest 
authors, Pulitzer prize winner, prolific writer, with some eighty 
books to his credit. In this book he sounds the warning that Amer
ica as a nation is being threatened by “moderate” and “social” 
drinking. This book should be read by all.

Cancer Treatment
The matter of cancer treatment is highly controversial. As a 

public service we carried the cancer warning of the Food and Drug 
Aministration of Washington, D C., in the issue of the Baptist 
and Reflector, June 21 on page 3. This was a public warning 
specifically against the Hoxsey treatment for internal cancer as 
distributed by the Hoxsey Cancer Clinic at Dallas, Texas and 
Portage, Pennsylvania.

Since then we have received some communications telling us of 
patients who have been to the Hoxsey Clinic at Dallas, Texas and 
state they have been benefited by the treatment they received there.

Pastor J. Lowell Knupp, First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant, 
Tennessee, writes of one of the deacons there who states that he 
has been greatly benefited from the Hoxsey treatment, and that 
others in that section also state that they have received much 
benefit from the treatment. Names of these patients will be fur
nished on request.

An Evil, Evil Business
The front page of the Nashville Tennessean, July 17, carried 

a shocking, sordid story of an evil, evil business. A bartender shot 
down a customer, who had just bought two beers, in a haggle over 
a penny sales tax. Human life isn’t worth a penny the way some 
businesses deal with it. In practice that is how meanly the beer and 
liquor interests treat it. This shocking incident simply underlines 
the contempt of a greedy business for human values, and life itself.

Of course you would never suspect that from its “sweetness 
and light” advertising program. It has spent millions lavishly to give 
itself “face”. It has hired the gray flannel suits on Madison Avenue 
to fool everybody if possible. It has hung a halo over its head.

It is cunning with the deceitfulness of sin. It continually crows 
that “beer belongs”. Its current ads are aimed at increasing the 
number of teenage drinkers. This is evident in the lowering of the 
age limit in the very youthful drinkers it now parades in its ads. 
A few years back it began its campaign to get the women to drink. 
It started subtly with a beer bottle in the same ad picturing an 
attractive young woman. Now the advertising campaign has pro
ceeded far enough along to put the beer bottle or the beer glass to 
her lips. It’s the strategy of eventual ensnarement by breaking 
down moral resistance gradually.

In the magazines, over radio, on tv, from the billboards, alcohol 
ads say what money makes them say. But in auto wrecks, in delin
quents, in tawdry taverns, in broken homes it says the truth about 
itself. In a body sprawled on a tavern floor this evil, evil business 
is unmasked. The bartender said he didn’t mean to kill this cus
tomer—just to shoot him in the arm. But he excused himself on the 
plea that without his glasses he couldn’t see well. Drink makes 
men “err in vision . . . stumble in judgment” as God’s word has 
warned (Isaiah 28:7). And the whole industry is guilty of erring in 
the way it looks at human life.

One of the great stories is that of Chanticleer. He was the cocky 
little rooster who thought the sun came up each morn because 
he crowed. One day his enemies caught and choked him so that he 
couldn’t crow. But that morning the dawn came anyway.

beginning of a successful man

Page 4 Baptist and Reflector



(Editor's Note: The Southern Baptist Convention is studying its methods of operation. The follow
ing article gives background concerning previous studies the Convention has made of its agencies and 
mehods.)

Last Agency Survey Made in Depression
NASHVILLE—(BP)—In 1933, when 

the United States was in what we com
monly call “the depression,” the Southern 
Baptist Convention numbered 4,173,928 
members in its 24,270 cooperating 
churches.

The total gifts of that year were $2314 
million. This included gifts to local churches, 
state conventions, and the Southern Baptist 
Convention itself. Church property was 
valued at $204,376.

It was in 1933, too, that a committee of 
the Southern Baptist Convention recom
mended no change in the way the denomina
tion organized and operated its agencies.

Virginia Baptists had proposed the re
visions. They wanted to know if three sem
inaries then operated by the Convention 
could be consolidated and its Home Mis
sion Board and Foreign Mission Board be 
merged.

The committee studying the proposal of 
Virginia Baptists, however, felt “it would 
be unwise to disturb ... in any way the 
machinery of our denominational agencies.” 
Its reason for making the recommendation 
was on account of “the unsettled financial 
conditions and the general unrest in the 
minds of all people.”

Between 1933 and 1956, no committee 
has had the task of studying Southern Bap
tist Convention organization with an eye 
toward revising it. The 1956 Convention 
session at Kansas City asked a committee to 
undertake such a study and to report in 
1957. It has set aside $25,000 to finance 
the study.

Since 1933, Southern Baptists have been 
in one of their greatest periods of growth. 
They number now 8,474,741 members in 
30,377 churches. Baptisms, which were 
about 211,000 in 1933, surpass 400,000 
annually.

Americans are prosperous today. This is 
reflected in giving which last year reached 
$335 million for local, state, and Southern 
Baptist Convention work. Total property 
value of churches is $114 billion.

Prior to 1933, the Convention had several 
proposals to change its setup. These were 
in 1880, 1914-17, and 1925-27. Among 
these were some proposals to merge the 
two mission boards, but these proposals 
were rejected.

The Convention also rejected a suggestion 
that it create a single, powerful Executive 
Board to direct all Southern Baptist Con
vention activities.

Carr P. Collins, Dallas, Tex., layman 
who is a member of the SBC Executive 
Committee, suggested the present study dur
ing the December, 1955, meeting of the 
Executive Committee.

He said he believed there is “a very acute 
need for intensive examination and study 
of work of agencies and boards of the 

Southern Baptis tConvention” and that 
“nothing but good” could come from such 
a study.

In establishing a committee to survey 
Convention agencies, the 1956 session direc
ted that the committee consider the agencies 
and their relation to each other, and also 
relations between the Southern Baptist Con
vention, state Baptist conventions, and in
dividual churches.

Purpose of the study is to “find the most 
effective way of promoting the Kingdom 
(of God) through the Southern Baptist 
Convention.”

Memphis Churches Win 
On Parking Issue

MEMPHIS. Tenn. — (RNS) — Local 
churches won a complete victory in their 
fight to liberalize off-street parking regula
tions. The City Commission adopted an 
amendment relaxing parking requirements 
in the present ordinance.

The amendment provides that churches 
built in the future need supply only one 
parking space for each ten seats. Existing 
churches will not be required to provide off- 
street parking unless they increase the seat- 
ting capacity of their main auditoriums, and 
then at a 1-10 ratio.

Denny, Adams Start 
Round-World Visit

NEW YORK—(BP) Two Haptic 
World Alliance officers left here July 20 for 
a six-week, around-the-world official visit 
with Baptists in other lands.

The two are Alliance President Theodore 
F. Adams, who is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Richmond, Va., and Robert S. 
(Bob) Denny, associate secretary for youth, 
Washington.

They will fly first to Madrid, capital of 
Spain. Other stops between there and San 
Francisco, where they land Sept. 6, include 
Rome, Athens, Beirut, Karachi, Calcutta, 
Bangkok, Singapore, Djakarta, Manila, Tai
pei, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Seoul, and 
Honolulu.

While in Hong Kong Aug. 1-24, Adams 
and Denny will attend the Asian Baptist 
Youth Conference.

New BBI Dormitory
GRACEVILLE, Fla.—(BP)—A new 

dormitory, to accommodate 50 men, should 
be ready for occupancy when Baptist Bible 
Institute here opens in September, according 
to Institute President A. H. Stainback.

Sunday School Board Lists 
Committee Assignments

GLORIETA, N. M.—(BSSB)—Standing 
committees of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board were named at the Board’s semi
annual meeting here. The committee mem- 
bershio are: A

Advisory Committee: Harold J. Purdy, 
Chairman; R. T. Martin, H. Franklin Pas
chall, Joe C. Carr, George R. Williams, R. 
E. Grimsley, and Herschel Emery, all of 
Nashville.

Assemblies Committee: H. Hansel Stem
bridge, Jr., Forest City, N. C., Chairman, 
Glorieta Unit: Frank Hughes, Jr., Norfolk, 
Va., A. Warren Huyck, West Palm Beach, 
Fla., L. A. Doyle, Portales, N. M.; Theron 
H. King, West Frankfort, Ill.; Herman 
Ihley, Elberton, Ga.; Cecil J. Pearson, San 
Diego, Calif. Ridgecrest Unit: Kenneth M. 
Hayes, Baltimore, Md.; Loyed R. Simmons, 
Phoenix, Ariz.; O. K. Webb, Sr., Greenville, 
S. C.; A. B. Colvin, Lebanon, Ky.; W. 
Landon Miller, Sherman, Tex.; and Stanley 
Jordan, Shreveport, La.

Audit Committee: Herschell Emery, Nash
ville. Chairman; Howard Hooper, Nashville; 
Henry Todd, Nashville: John L. Dodge, Hot 
Springs, Ark.; James F. Brewer, Columbia, 
Tenn.; and Anson Justice, Oklahoma City.

Budget Committee: Joe C. Carr, Nash
ville, Chairman; Harold J. Purdy, Nashville; 
Harold D. Tailant, Madisonville, Ky.; R. 
E. Grimsley, Nashville; Charles P. Mc
Laughlin, Fort Worth; William P. Phillips, 
Tyler, Tex.; M. O. Owens, Jr., Lenoir, N. 
C.; and Leslie S. Williams, Statesboro, Ga.

Building Committee: J. Carlton Loser, 
Chairman; J. Harold Stephens; B. W. Potts; 
George W. Logan; and James H. Winters, 
all of Nashville.

Insurance Committee: Hobart Ford, 
Nashville, Chairman, Charles L. Cockrell, 
Garland, Tex.; and James O. Duncan, 
Hyattsville, Md.

Plans and Policies Committee: B. Locke 
Davis, Anniston, Ala., Chairman; G. Nor
man Price, Jackson, Miss.; Charles A. 
Trentham, Knoxville, Tenn.; Howard M. 
Reaves, Mobile, Ala.; H. Franklin Paschall, 
Nashville; and D. F. Risk, St. Louis, Mo.

Printing and Contracts Committee: 
George R. Williams, Nashville, Chairman; 
Paul A. Wieland, Trenton, Tenn.; R. T. 
Martain, Nashville; Ernest J. Moench, 
Nashville; Cecil T. Underwood, Savannah, 
Ga.; and Howard J. Ford, Elkin, N. C.

Chairman of Executive Committee: Ho
ward G. Kirksey, Murfreesboro, Tenn.

The Committee on Committees, special 
committee reporting at this semi-annual 
meeting, are: M. O. Owens, Jr., Lenoir, 
N. C.; Herman Ihley, Elberton, Ga.; Charles 
P. McLaughlin, Fort Worth, Tex.; Anson 
Justice, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Theron H. 
King, West Frankfort, Ill.

Dr. N. A. Bryan, missionary to Korea, 
has returned to the States and may be 
addressed at 978 Peavy Road, Dallas 18, 
Tex. Dr. Bryan is a native of Lebanon, 
Tenn.
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By J. Pope Dyer, Central High School, ChoKanoo<Tennessee

A Modern Return to Valley Forge
Our nation has a score of shrines where- 

the visitor is tempted to shed tears of ap
preciation for those who treasured freedom: 
so dearly that they gave their all—life.

One of the most impressive of these 
shrines is Valley Forge. The land and trees 
at Valley Forge are not oddly different 
from those found at thousands of other 
places in the nation. It is the spirit of the- 
place that holds our mental and spiritual 
attention.

Our minds go back to that fierce winter 
of 1777-78 when a starving group of poorly- 
clothed soldiers looked beyond the im
mediate days of danger and threat—they- 
could envision freedom for unborn millions. 
They could picture a day when the average 
man could have a decent home, a modern 
school for his children to attend, a govern
ment of the people, a vocation in line with 
his talents, and a church of his own choice, 
in which to worship.

The prayers of Washington, punctuated 
by his tears, still sing silently at Valley 
Forge. The spirit of Jesus Christ is world
wide. The spirit of Washington is nation
wide. Those tears and prayers at Valley 
Forge were not given as a token and tribute 
to irresponsibility and indifference; each 
tear and each prayer had a label on it. 
That label was for responsible liberty of 
the masses and classes and spiritual freedom 
for the individual.

Everything worthwhile in our nation 
always costs a price in blood, sweat, tears, 
or coins. The sacrifices of those super- 
patriots at Valley Forge is no exception.

They longed and prayed for better con
ditions for all of our people. They prayed 
for relief from the elements and the enemy 
but their prayers were for a greater purpose 
than these secondary considerations. Their 
prayers reached the deepest recesses of their 
highest spiritual areas for they had ex
perienced the most serious situations con
ceivable.

Their prayer and tears were a team for 
planting a national philosophy of the Chris
tian way to grow side by side with material 
plenty, educational progress, and moral 
prosperity.

Too many in our nation have strayed 
from that personal spiritual responsibility of 
Washington. Too many today have thrown 
his eternal petitions to the “scrap heap”. 
But our day calls for a return—a new ded
ication to the principles of Washington and 
his suffering band which they so nobly 
enunciated during that crucial winter.

A native can never forget what they did 
at Valley Forge. Our day calls for some
thing better than mere memory. It calls for 
a spiritual return to Valley Forge. It calls 
for a deepening of our loyalty to our best 
in government. It calls for a denial of the 
worst—the beast—in us.

Their challenge was cruel and immediate. 
Our challenge is a cross of confusion and 
chaos. This nation must have a spiritual 
re-awakening if our material achievements 
are to be preserved. Washington calls us 
back to our knees and with wet eyes we 
must return to Valley Forge with the spirit 
of the “Father of our Country”.

"Could I Have Done More?"
At midnight I was called. Opening the 

ward door, I stumbled over the sleeping 
form of a relative of one of my small 
patients who had elected to sleep near the 
doorway. The hurricane lantern at the other 
end of the room was before my operation 
case; the anxious night nurse was bending 
over him. In a minute my fingers were on 
his pulse. It gradually became weaker 
and weaker; then it fluttered, revived a 
little, fluttered again, and was gone!

Gently I pulled the unbleached calico 
sheet over his head, and sat disconsolately 
by the bed. I should have been able to 
save him. Could I have done anything 
more? On the night air came the thumpa- 
thump of the drums, the weird chant of 
dancers, the howling of jackals. I groaned!

To think that this had been going on for 
years, and I had been sitting complacently 
at home, feeling that I was doing a grand 
thing in giving five pounds a year to foreign 
missions! I thought of the needless things 
I had bought, not realizing that ten shillings 
actually means a saved life. I wished I had 
given ten times the amount, but now I 
could do nothing more about it. I was 
the unfortunate in the front line who had to 
watch suffering and death stalk through the 
land almost unchecked.

The door opened again. I heard the 
relatives whispering as they took the little 
lad away to his last resting place, and I 
tried to shut from my ears the weeping of 
the brokenhearted mother.—From Doctor 
of Tanganyika, by Paul White, Eerdmans 
Publishing Company

America Will Go Dry Again ^ack of Spiritual Ties Called Common Denominator
Seminary Teacher Says Of Marital Unhappiness

America will be dry again, Dr. V. L. 
Stanfield predicted at the recent National 
Temperance Institute held at Southern. 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,. 
Ky. Dr. Stanfield is professor of preaching 
there.

“The price paid for alcohol in broken 
bodies, broken homes, and lost time in- 
industry is too high,” Dr. Stanfield said.

“I do not believe the American public 
will continue to see such things happen.”

Dr. Stanfield spoke at the final session 
of the Institute, to which the Temperance 
League of Kentucky and Southern Sem
inary were joint hosts.

Registered for the 9-day institute were 
92 pastors and temperance workers rep
resenting 20 states and Canada. Institute 
diplomas were awarded to 64 participants.

Dr. Duke K. McCall, president of South
ern Seminary, is president of the National 
Temperance League which sponsored the 
meeting.

OKLAHOMA CITY— (RNS)-—Lack of 
spiritual ties is the common denominator of 
marital unhappiness, the Oklahoma City 
Family Clinic concluded after nine years of 
operation.

Other conclusions reached by the clinic 
and set forth in a booklet titled “A Com
munity Attack on Divorce” are:

Expect for insanity or some irremedial 
medical problems, every marriage and 
family can be pleasant, zestful and happy.

Divorce is seldom the answer to marital 
troubles. It usually adds new problems to 
those existing at the time of separation.

Much juvenile delinquency which leads 
to adult crime is the result of broken or un
happy homes.

According to the booklet, no couple 
working actively together in a church has 
ever consulted the clinic.

The clinic is staffed by 60 volunteers 

who operate in panels. Every member was 
appointed by the Oklahoma County Medical 
Society, the Oklahoma County Bar Associa
tion and the Oklahoma City Retail Mer
chants Association. k

Its immediate aim is to cut down divorce 
by offering help “in the form of objective 
analysis and suggestions for solution” to 
persons seeking assistance in marriage prob
lems.

Of 438 couples who have consulted it in 
the past nine years, 90 per cent have mended 
marriages on the verge of being wrecked.

Long range aim of the clinic, the pam
phlet states, is the enactment of legislation 
that would permit the courts to call in 
similar panels in divorce cases.

The clinic also hopes to make education 
on family life a regular part of public high 
school and college curricula, “so that young 
people may avoid marital pitfalls before 
they get bogged down in them.”
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Training Union Department

Dan Duckworth First in Tennessee Speakers' Tournament 
— Second at Ridgecrest

(Front row—L. to R.) Connie Dykes; Lettie Ross Green; Patsy Dodson; Mary Louise Gross; Lynn 
Drewry.
(Second row) Dan Duckworth; Norris Davis Thomas; William Gean; Miss Mary Anderson, State 
Training Union Dept.

Dan Duckworth, First Church, Cleve
land, was chosen second place participant 
at Ridgecrest on July 14th. Dan was chosen 
to represent Tennessee at Ridgecrest at the 
Tennessee Baptist Speakers’ Tournament on 
July 6 at the First Baptist Church, Nashville. 
He represented the Southeastern Region and 
Bradley Association.

Norris Davis Thomas of Hickman, New 
Salem Association, North Central Region 
was chosen alternate at the State Tourna
ment.

Thirty-nine Associations sent representa
tives to the Regional Tournaments from 
which the eight pictured above were chosen 
to participate in the State Tournament. Over 
a hundred young people participated in the 
Associational Tournaments and an even 
larger number in the Group and Associa
tional Tournaments.

Associational representatives are listed 
below. Regional Representatives (*) par
ticipated in the State Tournament. Alter
nates are indicated thus: (A).
SOUTHWESTERN REGION: Beech River: 
Jane Frizzell, Union, Chesterfield; Fayette: 
Ann Morris, First, Somerville; Hardeman: 
Joe Hunt Clift, (A) First, Bolivar; Madison- 
Chester: Constance Holland, First, Jackson; 
Shelby: William D. Gean, (*) First, Mill
ington.
NORTHWESTERN: Beulah: Wanda Adams 
(A), Second, Union City; Carroll-Benton: 
Marie Evans, First, Huntingdon; Crockett: 
Rose Ann Henderson, Walnut Hill; Dyer: 

Don Smith, Hillcrest, Dyersburg; Gibson: 
Mary Louise Gross (*) First, Humboldt; 
Western District: Saline Richardson, Fair
view.
SOUTH CENTRAL: Duck River: A. W. 
Powell, Magness Memorial, McMinnville; 
Maury: Beverly Gilliam (A) First, Colum
bia; New Duck River: Lettie Ross Green 
(*) First, Lewisburg; William Carey: Maple 
Crumley, Prospect.
CENTRAL: Nashville: Mrs. Lynn Bolles 
Drewry (*), Shelby Ave., Nashville; 
Robertson: Elizabeth Hall (A), Rock 
Springs.
NORTH CENTRAL: Concord: Ray Hall, 
Mt. View; New Salem: Norris Davis Tho
mas (*), Hickman; Riverside: James Peavy- 
house, First, Jamestown; Stone: Norma 
Bumalough, Stevens St., Cookeville; Wilson: 
Shirley Fite, (A), First, Lebanon.
SOUTHEASTERN: Bradley: Dan Duck
worth (*), First, Cleveland: Hamilton: 
Mrs. Wayne Sims (A), East Brainerd, Chat
tanooga; McMinn: Nancy Webb, Antioch; 
Sweetwater: Carolyn Ingram, First, Mad
isonville.
NORTHEASTERN: East Tennessee: Mary 
Ann McAndrews, First, Newport; Holston: 
Joan Braden, First, Kingsport; Holston 
Valley: Connie Dykes (*), Oak Grove; Jef
ferson: Mary Johnson, New Market; Nola- 
chucky: Lowell Easterly, Warrensburg, 
Mohawk; Watauga: Louise Nidifer (A), 
First, Elizabethton.
EASTERN: Big Emory: Patsy Dodson (*),

Hikes Are Popular
RIDGECREST, N. C.—-(BP)— Hikes 

are probably the most popular form of rec
reation among the thousands of Baptists 
who attend Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly 
each summer.

Often there are as many as 250 or 300 
people on a single hike to mountaintops, 
waterfalls, and springs nearby.

Sunrise hikes are extremely popular. 
Leaving at 4:15 a.m., hikers arrive about 
10 minutes before sunrise. During this time, 
they sing and staff members furnish special 
music and bring devotional messages.

Swimming at Lake Ridgecrest is a favorite 
pastime. This lake, fed by three mountain 
streams, was constructed about five years 
ago.

Sports that are most popular are bad
minton, ping pong, volleyball, tennis, soft- 
ball and shuffleboard. Games are played 
each week between state delegations which 
choose teams. The assembly recreation 
office works out a tournament schedule.

Approximately 50 to 100 people play the 
18-hole miniature golf course each night. 
Watermelon parties are sponsored by the 
various states represented.

Other leisure time activities include tours 
to Mount Mitchell, Chimney Rock, and to 
Biltmore Estate near Asheville. Instruction 
in crafts such as leathercraft, coppercraft, 
picturecraft, textile painting and woodwork 
is offered.

West State Briefs
Cherry Road Baptist Church, Memphis, 

was organized Sunday, June 24, It has its be
ginning as a mission in the missionary vision 
of Pastor Mack R. Douglas of Cherokee 
Church with some WMU members who 
stood near a tavern door and prayed that a 
location for a new church might be found. 
This was in the summer of 1954. Negotia
tions by Church Treasurer, C. Ray Couch, 
began with the tavern owner and a three- 
year lease was made upon the payment of 
$700, two months’ rent in advance. First 
services were held December 5, 1954, with 
62 in Sunday school and 17 in Training 
Union. Property holdings of this church now 
total pastor in September, 1955. Present 
enrolment in Sunday school is over 300 and 
149 church members.

Gallaway Church, Fayette Association, 
will begin a revival August 5 with Jonas L. 
Stewart of Huntingdon doing the preaching. 
Brother Stewart is a former pastor of First 
Church, Somerville, and moderator of 
Fayette Association. Services will be held 
at 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. daily through August 
11.

First, Kingston, Chilhowee: J. T. Gross, 
Broadway, Maryville; Knox: Carolyn Carter 
(A), Arlington, Knoxville; Midland: Peggy 
McDaniel, Graveston.; Loudon Co.: Linda 
Smith, First Loudon, Sevier: Sue Hender
son, Beech Springs.
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Each Association is urged to be well represented

Program

Personnel

SMJTH FREEMAN

NUGENT SUTHERLAND

SMOTHERS UNDERWOOD

ELDER RHYNE

ALEXANDER LOWRY

LINDEN
Central Standard Time

I. To bring a team of sixteen (16) good, ambitious 
Sunday school workers from each associational 
group, plus regular associational officers, to Linden 
or Carson for a day to study the best known 
methods for promoting the Sunday school work on 
the convention-wide, state-wide, associational-wide 
and church-wide level. The Associational Superin
tendent, Missionary, Moderator and Group Super
intendent's are arranging teams. The sixteen associ
ational group workers are: Cradle Roll, Nursery, 
Beginner, Primary, Junior, Intermediate, Young 
People's, Adult, Extension, Group Superintendent, 
Superintendent of Enlargement, Evangelism, Train
ing, Standards, Vacation Bible School, and Secre
tary. This will give each group a full team of six
teen to go all out to promote different phases of 
Sunday school work during the year.
Now add to this total eighteen of your regular 
associational officers—9 age group superintend
ents, Cradle Roll, Nursery, Beginner, Primary, 
Junior, Intermediate, Young People's, Adult, Ex
tension, and nine regular officers, Associational 
Superintendent, Superintendent of Enlargement, 
Evangelism, Training, Standards, Vacation Bible 
School, General Secretary, Missionary and Mod
erator.

II. To work out plans for promoting a program of 
improvement in every church. The program of ad
vance is to be based on the four Sunday school 
,majors: (1) Bible schools (2) Enlargement (3) Stand
ards (4) Training.

III. To lay plans for stimulating the church leaders to 
build a Sunday school organization large enough 
to provide for every member of every family.

IV. To study how every associational officer can be 
trained and used to the best advantage in develop
ing the work in every church.

The following suggestions are recommended:
1. Adopt, use, attain and maintain the associa

tional standard as a program of Sunday school 
work.

2. Make specific plans for the associational offi
cers' planning and training meeting in Septem
ber 1956.

3. Encourage every church to observe Harvest 
Day, September 23, 1956.

4. Stimulate churches to observe Preparation week, 
September 23-30, 1956.

5. Lead each associational group to conduct Group 
Training school during week of October 1-5, 
1956. Use team members as teachers.

6. Enlist 2 to 3 people in each associational group 
to attend Southwide Sunday School Clinic, First 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, October 6-19, 
1956.

7, Promote regular monthly associational meetings 
(a) First month in quarter—group meeting in 

each group.
(b) Second month in quarter—group meeting in 

each group.

+ + + + THEME:

LINDEN 
JULY 30 
AUG. 3 
1956

(c) Third month in quarter—general associa 
tional meeting.

(d) The associational Sunday school officer; 
shall meet monthly to check on past month'; 
achievements and to make plans for nex 
month's promotion.

8. Plan, Pray, and work to enlist every church in 
the association in the Improvement Program- 
Bible schools — Enlargement — Standards anc 
Training.

9. Follow closely suggestions in "Your Guide Book
let for Sunday School planning October 1956- 
October 1957," by J. N. Barnette, in working 
out your calendar of activities for 1956-57.

10. Seek to break through all barriers (anything 
that prevents advance)

Tennessee Baptists Are In Big Business
1. The State Sunday School Department must make Big 

plans.

2. Each association in the state must make Big plans.

3. Each church in the association must make Big plans.

4. Each age group worker in every church must make 
Big plans.
In planning your associational Sunday school pro
gram stimulate the church leaders to build a Sunday 
school organization large enough to reach and teach 
the whole Bible to every available individual.

COST j
Lunch—85^‘ Supper—85^

For those who stay overnight. - ‘
Breakfast—60tf Bed—60^

Reservations must be made in advance for meats or bed for 
each day.

WHAT TO BRING
Your Bible, notebook, pencil, clothes suitable for 

recreation and any sort of play equipment if you so 
desire. For those who wish to spend the night—sheets 
for single bed, blanket, pillow case, towels, soap and 
other toilet articles.

SCHEDULE-EACH

9:00 
10:00 
10:15 
11:40 
12:15

Morning Program
General Workshop
Recess
Simultaneous Workshops 
Demonstration
Lunch

Afternoon 
1:15 General' 
2:15 Simultane 
3:45 Recreatio 

horseshoe 
swimming

Team members are urged to be present p I
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< SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES
(Parson

CARSON 
AUGUST 

6-10 
1956

our ow

LINDEN

i

MRS.

NDEN

u/ie p regram
JESSE DANIEL, Director 

MRS. LOIS NUGENT, 
FRANCES SMOTHERS, Registration

CARSON
□NG LEADER AND 
ASPIRATIONAL SPEAKER 
ick H. McEwen

INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
Edwin R. Alexander

PIANIST
rs. J. S. Womack 

DEPARTMENT AND GENERAL
Cradle Roll

Mrs. J. S. Womack 

WORKSHOPS

rs. C. R. Miller Mrs. C. R. Miller

rs. J. S. Underwood

rs. A. M. Sutherland

rs. J. Howard Young

rs. Lacy Freeman

'S Marie Lowry

'S. Jesse Daniel

ss Maurine Elder

s. J. S. Womack

sse Daniel

Nursery

Beginner

Junior

Mrs. J. S. Underwood

Mrs. A. M. Sutherland

Mrs. J. Howard Young

Intermediate

Young People's

Adult

Extension

Genera/

Mrs. Lacy Freeman

Mrs. Marie Lowry

Mrs. Jesse Daniel

Miss Maurine Elder

Mrs. J. S. Womack

Jesse Daniel
Provision is being made for boys and girls 3-16 years of age 

as follows:

Nursery—3 year
'S. Charles DePriest Mrs. Charles DePriest

ss Ruth Jones
Beginner—4 and 5

Miss Ruth Jones

s. Roy Smith Mrs. Roy Smith
Junior Boys and Girls—9-12

>yd H. Rhyne Floyd H. Rhyne
Intermediate Boys and Girls—13-16

s. Floyd H. Rhyne Mrs. Floyd H. Rhyne

Y S WORKSHOP
aram 5:30
hops 6:30
Workshops 7:00
od (Volleyball, 8:00 
|uet, 8:30

Supper
General Workshops
Simultaneous Workshops 
Inspirational Message 
Adjourn

es, etc.)
ly at 9 A.M. and remain until 8:30 P.M.

Reg. Asso. Officers

Association Date
No.
Grps.

No. Grp.
V/rks.

Gen. X 
V/rks.

\ge Grp. 
Wrks.

. Total 
Goal

Beech River July 30 4 64 9 9 82
Dyer July 30 6 96 9 9 114
Truett July 30 1 16 9 9 34
Stewart July 30 2 32 9 9 50
Weakley July 30 4 64 9 9 82
Beulah July 30 4 64 9 9 82
Gibson July 30 4 64 9 9 82
Carroll-Benton July 31 2 32 9 9 50
Crockett July 31 3 48 9 9 66
Big Hatchie July 31 6 96 9 9 114
Fayette July 31 2 32 9 9 50
Indian Creek July 31 4 64 9 9 82
Shelby July 31 10 160 9 9 178
Madison-Chester Aug. 1 7 112 9 9 130
Hardeman Aug. 1 4 64 9 9 82
McNairy Aug. 1 3 48 9 9 66
Lawrence Aug. 1 6 96 9 9 114
Maury Aug. 1 3 48 9 9 66
Giles Aug. 1 4 64 9 9 82
William Carey Aug. 1 4 64 9 9 82
Duck River Aug. 2 3 48 9 9 66
N. Duck River Aug. 2 4 64 9 9 82
Nashville Aug. 2 14 224 9 9 242
Concord Aug. 2 4 64 9 9 82
Salem Aug. 2 3 48 9 9 66
Western Dist. Aug. 3 6 96 9 9 114
Wilson Aug. 3 5 80 9 9 98
Bledsoe Aug. 3 3 48 9 9 66
Robertson Aug. 3 4 64 9 9 82
Cumberland Aug. 3 4 64 9 9 82
New Salem Aug. 3 2 32 9 9 50
Judson Aug. 3 1 16 9 9 34

Program

Personnel

POPE WOMACK

McEWEN RHYNE

CARSON

Reg. Asso. Officers

Association Date
No.
Grps.

No. Grp.
V/rks.

Gen. Age Grp. Total
V/rks. V/rks. Goal

Watauga Aug. 6 8 128 9 9 146
Holston Vai. Aug. 6 9 144 9 9 162
Mulberry Gap Aug. 6 9 144 9 9 162
Cum. Gap Aug. 6 7 112 9 9 130
Grainger Aug. 6 5 80 9 9 98
Jefferson Aug. 6 4 64 9 9 82
Holston Aug. 7 9 144 9 9 162
Nolachucky Aug. 7 4 64 9 9 82
East Tenn. Aug. 7 4 64 9 9 82
Northern Aug. 7 2 32 9 9 50
Campbell Aug. 7 6 96 9 9 114
New River Aug. 7 3 48 9 9 66
Midland Aug. 7 2 32 9 9 50
West Union Aug. 7 3 48 9 9 66
Sevier Aug. 8 9 144 9 9 162
Chilhowee Aug. 8 9 144 9 9 162
Loudon Aug. 8 4 64 9 9 82
Sweetwater Aug. 8 5 80 9 9 98
Polk Aug. 8 6 96 9 9 114
Hiwassee Aug. 8 3 48 9 9 66
Knox Aug. 9 15 240 9 9 258
Clinton Aug. 9 11 166 9 9 194
Big Emory Aug. 9 8 128 9 9 146
McMinn Aug. 9 10 160 9 9 178
Tenn. Valley Aug. 9 5 80 9 9 98
Hamilton Aug. 10 10 160 9 9 178
Bradley Aug. 10 4 64 9 9 82
Seq. Valley Aug. 10 2 32 9 9 50
Riverside Aug.10 5 80 9 9 98
Stone Aug. 10 4 9 9 82
Union Aug. 10 2 32 9 9 50
Cumberland Co. Aug. 10 1 16 9 9 34

MILLER DePRIEST

JONES DANIEL

DANIEL YOUNG

CARSON 
Eastern Standard Time

i PROGRAM EACH DAY) + + + +



By Bruce H. Price, First Baptist Church, Newport News, Va.

"Four Minutes Until Death"
On a recent visit to South Carolina J 

was impressed with the thought that time is 
relative. It is a striking paradox but four 
minutes may be a very long time, and eighty 
years may be very, very short.

During a conversation with a woman 
whom I had not seen for several years, she 
remarked, “Four minutes may not seem 
very long but they can be a long, long 
time. I know because often since the Second 
World War, I have watched the hands of 
the clock move for four minutes”.

Continuing, she told me concerning the 
beginning of her interest in four minutes. It 
was that day when she received word from 
India that her oldest son had lost his life 
in a flaming plane crash. Briefly she related 
the details because I was interested. I had 
been his pastor when he was a junior boy, 
and watched him grow to be an inter
mediate. A finer boy I have never known. 
As his mother talked to me, with tears in 
her eyes, there was in my mind a picture 
of a happy school boy, always neat in 
appearance, kind, considerate, and cour
teous. It seemed I could see him at Sunday 
school, worship services, and training union. 
It was hard to believe that more than ten 

of the present.
The past has gone and will never return. 

The poet cried, in vain, “Backward, turn 
backward, O time in thy flight”. This does 
not mean that the past is worthless. The 
experiences of the past are very valuable 
in guiding us in the present. However, to 
live in the past is impossible, and those who 
try it are most miserable. Therefore, may 
we let past burdens go with the day, because 
they are too much when added to those of 
the present.

The advice of Jesus about the future is 
“Take no thought of the morrow, for the 
morrow will take thought of itself”. The 
great Teacher does not say that we are not 
to prepare for the future, old age, the 
education of our children, or for a rainy 
day. God has placed in the minds of the 
little squirrels and other creatures the im
portance of using the summer to prepare 

for the winner. The thought of Jesus is for 
us to have faith in God, and not to worry 
about the future. We do not have the future 
and we have no assurance that we shall ever 
possess it. The present moment is enough, 
because we can live only moment by 
moment.

So, don’t put off the good deeds you 
plan to do, the kind words you purpose to 
speak, the gifts you intend to give, the 
witness for Christ that you hope to make, 
the church letter you contemplate moving, 
or the faith you expect to profess.

“And so we are nearing our journey’s end.
Where time and eternity meet and blend.”

—Rollin Wells
Big Ben steadily ticks away the seconds, 

sand continues to stream through the hour 
glass, and the shadow quietly but surely 
moves on the sun dial. Time marches on, 
dribbling out to us only a second at a time. 
Let us not lose it, nor abuse it, but use it 
for the glory of God. Remembering that it 
is not how long but how well one lives, that 
is important.

The Christian should not worry whether 
there are four minutes or eighty years. re
maining, because this life is a portico, a 
vestibule, a foyer, through which we pass 
to the great hall of eternity where a thou
sand years are but as yesterday.

years ago in far-away India, he was gone in 
four minutes.

The chaplain wrote her that it was just 
four minutes from the time the plane took 
off until the crash. So you can understand 
why the grieving mother has often sat before 
her clock and watched the seconds run by.

As we talked, in the adjoining room Jay 
the corpse of a good woman who had lived 
over eighty years. Looking up, the mother 
added, “Eighty years is not long in com
parison with eternity”.

The psalmist reminds us that in the sight 
of God all time is brief: “For a thousand 
years in thy sight are but as yesterday, when 
it is past, and as a watch in the night”.

Whether four minutes is long or short 
depends on how we look at it. The same 
is true of four hours, four years, and four 
thousand years. It is certain that we do not 
have four thousand years, neither do we 
have four minutes. We just have the present 
moment. That is all, but it is as much as 
anyone else has.

All men may not be equal in the amount 
of education, talents, wealth, or many other 
things which they possess, but all stand on 
a level in the presence of time. The young 
have no more, and the old have no less, 
than the present moment.

Jesus had a word to say which emphasizes 
the value of the present moment. “I must 
work the works of him that sent me, while 
it is day: the night cometh when no man 
can work”.

This verse does not refer to yesterday 
nor tomorrow, but it does declare the value

PROTECTING PINIONS
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Hall Reports on Baptist 
European Retreat

A German mountain resort once known 
•as Hitler’s Retreat was the setting for a 
spiritual conference for 545 Baptist service 
personnel and dependants June 25-29, led 
by Baptist chaplains.

Baptist military personnel from Europe 
met in Berchtesgaden, Germany, for a 
five-day spiritual life meeting under the 
direction of Chaplain John E. Simpson, re
tiring president of the European Armed 
Forces Association of Baptists.

Dr. Dick H. Hall, Jr., pastor, First Bap
tist Church, Decatur, Georgia, and a mem
ber of the Chaplains Commission, Home 
Mission Board, Southern Baptist Conven
tion, was one of three Baptist preachers who 
spoke to the Retreat daily. Dr. Hall 
represented the Chaplains Commission at 
the Retreat.

Dr. J. Penry Davies, pastor, St. Mary’s 
Baptist Church, Norwich, England, and 
Dr. Edwin A. Bell, European representative 
of the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society spoke to the group daily.

Dr. Hall termed the Retreat “one of 
those experiences which many Christians 
desire, but seldom realize.” In the closing 
night invitation, 36 made definite com
mitments for special service, 16 made pro
fessions of faith, and many others reded
icated their lives. “It was the Spirit of God 
taking hold of a congregation,” Dr. Hall 
said. “It reminded me of some of the great 
decision services at our state or Southern 
Baptist assemblies,” he said.

“The victory at Berchtesgaden was the 
result of the prayers and planning of our 
men of God in the military. Chaplain John 
E. Simpson deserves great praise for the 
long planning and wise leadership that made 
possible the program of the Retreat,” Dr. 
Hall continued.

Dr. Hall revealed that Berchtesgaden has 
been designated as the location for a year- 
round program of religious retreats by the 
Armed Forces, and it will be the scene for 
the 1957 Baptist Retreat. The hotel at 
Berchtesgaden was built in the Hitler regime 
for military planning purposes.

After leaving Berchtesgaden, Dr. Hall 
visited and preached in military installations 
and Baptist mission centers in Germany, 
France, and Spain.

“I have been greatly impressed by the 
work of our Baptist chaplains in particular 
and by the interest and co-operation of those 
in Command. Let us do more to undergird 
spiritually these men and women of the 
Armed Services who so gallantly safeguard 
our liberty,” Hall concluded.

"Invest a Holiday for World Missions."

September 3-4
WORLD MISSIONS CONFERENCE

Redford, Cauthen at Tennessee World Missions Conference
First Baptist Church, Nashville, will be 

host to the first state-wide World Missions 
Conference on September 3-4. Dr. Courts 
Redford, Secretary of Home Mission Board, 
will speak at the first session on Monday 
evening, and Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, Secre
tary of Foreign Mission Board, will tell 
about the Southern Baptist work around the 
world Tuesday evening.

CAUTHEN REDFORD

Tuesday morning will be devoted to as- 
sociational missions at which time Dr. Ralph 
Moore, City Missionary of Memphis, will 
speak. Dr. Charles W. Pope, Executive

(17th CENTURY BAPTIST PRESS)

Baptist Preacher Indicted; Accused of Printing Heresy
AILESBURY, England, October 9, 1664 

—(BP)—Benjamin Keach, a Baptist 
preacher, has been indicted on a charge of 
printing a book, ostensibly for children, 
which contains “damnable positions” con
trary to the Book of Common Prayer of the 
Church of England.

Keach was arrested at the order of Justice 
of the Peace Strafford and was released 
under bond of one hundred pounds. All 
copies of the book, The Child’s Instructor, 
found at Keach’s house were seized.

The indictment charges that the “seditious 
and venomous book” contains the following 
heresies:

1. Advocation of believer’s baptism.
2. That Christ shall reign on earth in the 

latter days.
3. That church membership should be 

for believers only.
4. The eternal safety of unbaptized in

fants.
5. That laymen with ability may preach 

the gospel.
6. The sinfulness of insisting upon a 

hired ministry.
The indictment labeled the Baptist minis

ter “a seditious heretical, and schismatical 
person, evilly and maliciously disposed, 
and disaffected to His Majesty’s govern
ment, and the government of the Church of 
England.”

In addition to the charges enumerated, 
the indictment further accused Keach, “And 

Secretary, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
will present the work of state missions in 
the afternoon session.

A panel just prior to each special message 
will discuss the relations of the different 
phases of our mission work. Appearing on 
the panel discussion periods will be: Dr. J. 
T. Gillespie, Dr. Charles S. Bond, Dr. Carl 
J. Giers, L. G. Frey, Harold Gregory, Bill 
Atchley, Charles Norton, Dr. Henry Huey, 
Miss Mary Mills, Dr. Paul Caudill, Dr. 
Fred Kendall, Mrs. M. K. Cobble.

Dr. Ralph Norton, president of the state 
convention, will preside at the Monday ses
sion. Rev. Edwin Deusner and Dr. Robert 
L. Palmer, vice presidents of the convention, 
Tuesday morning and afternoon, and Dr. 
Ramsey Pollard, president of the Executive 
Board, at the Tuesday night program.

Devotional periods will be conducted by 
Charles Roselle, F. M. Dowell, Jesse Daniel, 
and Paul R. Cates.

Following the Tuesday afternoon session 
there will be a fellowship hour at which 
time the state associational missionaries will 
be honored.

many other things hast thou seditiously, 
wickedly, and maliciously written in the 
said book, to the great displeasure of 
Almighty God, the disaffection of the King’s 
people to His Majesty’s government, the 
danger of the peace of this kingdom, to the 
evil example of others, and contrary to the 
statutes.”

Brought before the court for a hearing 
yesterday, Keach became the target of an 
abusive attack by the presiding judge before 
the indictment was read. Then the judge 
held up one of the books and asked the 
minister if he had written it. Keach readily 
admitted that he had written “the greatest 
part of it.”

The court pressed for an indictment dur
ing the first day of the session, but a 
true bill was not returned until today. The 
defendant asked for a copy of the indict
ment and the privilege of consulting a 
lawyer, but both requests were denied. He 
will be tried by jury.

1. Was the property given in trust?
If this question is answered in the negative, 
then procedures of the church involved 
(among Baptists the decision of a congrega
tional majority) control the disposition and 
use of the property
If this question is answered in the affirmative 
these two additional questions must then be 
answered.

2. What was the purpose of the trust?
3. Which proposed use conforms to the purpose 

of the trust?
Copyright, 1955, by Historical Commission 

Southern Baptist Convention
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Speaker

Dr. W. J. Isbell, Jr., will speak at the 
Brotherhood Convention at Camp Linden, 
August 24, 25, 26, according to an an
nouncement by Paul Cates, secretary of the 
Brotherhood Department of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. Dr. Isbell is Brother
hood Secretary of Alabama.
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Cornerstone of Baptist Memorial Hos

pital’s new Madison-East building bears 

this quotation which makes inspiring 

backdrop for photograph of student 

nurse conducting bedside Sunday School 

in building’s pediatric section.

SCHOOL OF NURSING 
Baptist Memorial Hospital 
Memphis, Tennessee
Please send me your 
School of Nursing Catalog
Name—
S treet____________________
City_________________ State

Helping to heal the sick is a deeply satisfying and soul

pleasing experience—an experience shared daily by members of the nursing 
profession as they go about their important duties.

A nurse has the satisfaction of knowing she is rendering a vital service to 
humanity when needed the most. At the same time she enjoys the respect and 
appreciation from those she is privileged to serve and those with 
whom she is associated in hei' work. On the practical side, she is financially 
independent and her services are always in demand. Why don’t YOU 
take up nursing?

SEND THIS COUPON TODAY. APPLICATION SHOULD BE FILED 
W BY AUGUST 20 FOR NEXT CLASS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 15

Baptist Memorial Hospital

School of Nursing, Memphis, Tennessee



SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 29, 1956

By O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Witnessing Through Suffering
TEXTS: I Peter 1; 4:12 to 5:14 (Larger)—I Peter 1:3-9; 5:6-11 (Printed)— 

I Peter 5:7 (Golden)

The problem of suffering for persons who 
consistently try to do right is as serious 
as it is perplexing. The topic suggested 
above, in the light of the printed texts, 
furnishes an insight to the problem. For 
the Christian, following in the steps of 
Jesus, may give an effective witness to the 
Gospel through the manner in which he 
meets and reacts to suffering. If we place 
alongside the words of Peter the words of 
Paul, since both alike were inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, we may gain further insight. 
“That I may know Him . . . and the fellow
ship of His sufferings, being made con
formable unto His .death” (Phil. 3:10). We 
may be comforted, as well as encouraged, 
by the thought that our fellowship with 
Christ is strengthened when we suffer for 
His sake. Further, we may rejoice if our 
suffering becomes a witness to His saving 
and sustaining power. “And they departed 
from the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His name” (Acts 5:41).

The Faith: Perfected through Testing 
(I Pet. 1:3-9)

Here the writer considers both what God 
has done for the believer in the salvation of 
his soul and also what He has reserved for 
him as an inheritance in the world beyond. 
His words suggest that God in permitting

Complete Satisfaction 

cuRLawimc otpim 
412 Demonbreun St. • Nashville, Tenn.

His trusting child to pass through great 
tribulation here and now does so in order 
that he may be prepared for the there and 
then. Christian faith, in the light of this idea, 
becomes both a gift and an achievement. 
God gives us the power to trust in Him, 
initially and progressively, but along with 
this there is the possibility upon our part 
of working out what He has placed within 
our lives (see Phil. 2:12, 13).

The faith of the Christian, the writer 
indicates, is more precious than gold and 
like it must be separated from dross. And 
this can only be accomplished by fire. The 
goal of perfection and purity can be reached 
in no other manner. To trust God even 
when He can’t be felt or sensed, to see Him 
even through the blackest darkness, to 
know that He is present even when reason 
seems to speak otherwise—this is to endure 
the heat of the purifying crucible. And this 
is to reveal the shining of the gold with a 
clearer and more brilliant light. Its glory 
that emanates from Heaven shines and is 
reflected in the life of the Christian. Thus 
some wayfarer may catch a gleam in his 
darkness of sin and ultimately find his way 
home to the Father’s house. This, too, is 
witnessing.

The Response: Victory Through Submission 
(I Pet. 5:6-11)

As suggested in the introduction notes on 
this lesson, the response ’or reaction of one 
to the sufferings that come is very im
portant. For the Christian, Peter’s inspired 
counsel as found in these verses begins with, 
“Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God”. This gives the key 
and the clue. Instead of resentment or self- 
pity or anything else, the follower of Jesus 
is to follow Him. This means, in a word, 
that the victory comes through complete 
submission to God’s will. God’s permissive 
decrees encompass sufferings for His own, 
of this we may be sure. If this is true, and 
it is, the Christian can (with the aid of the 
Holy Spirit) handle all suffering con
structively.

The teaching of the Golden Text deserve 
particular emphasis in this connection. 
Weymouth translates the first part of it: 
“Throw the whole of your anxiety upon 
Him”. He also translates the admonition 
of our Lord, along the same line: “Do not 
be over-anxious” (Mt. 6:34a). Jesus cares. 
He cares for His own. He understands. He 
supports. He sustains. Since He experienced 
human suffering at all points and in every 
manifestation, He sympathizes (feels with 
or alongside) with us. And if He is along
side, why should we complain or fear the 
outcome or question either the cause or the 
justice?

Woman's Missionary Union

W.M.U. Camp Carson Dates
B.W.C._____________________ July 27-29
Efficiency School ______July 31-August 1 
Associational Officers’ Clinic----August 2-3

The above groups will have the privilege 
of hearing two of our own Tennessee girls 
at each of these camps, Mrs. Calvin Parker 
(Harriette Hale of Russelville) and Mrs. 
Audley G. Hamrick of Knoxville.

Mrs. Parker attended Tennessee College 
for Women, East Tennessee State College 
and Carson Newman College. She has had 
varied experiences in the teaching field hav
ing taught in the public schools of Hamblen 
County, and served as Home Mission 
worker in Illinois for one year. She was 
appointed a missionary to Japan in 1951 
and is now serving in Ishikawa, Japan.

Mrs. Hamrick was appointed by the 
Home Mission Board to work on the Alamo 
Reservation in 1954. She is a graduate of 
Carson Newman College and the New 
Orleans Seminary. Mrs. Hamrick did stu
dent work among the Indians in the moun
tains of Kentucky and also worked in Louis
iana. At present she is working with the 
Navajo Indians in New Mexico.

"Invest a Holiday for World Missions."
September 3-4

WORLD MISSIONS CONFERENCE
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Tike young South—
This has been a happy summer for me. 

You have helped to make it so. Almost 
every day I get letters from new friends or 
from friends whom I have met through our 
column. Many of you have been keeping in 
touch with me for a long, long time. You 
have written me about your birthdays, your 
promotions at school, your church activities, 
your summertime fun and work, and so on. 
You have told me about your pen pals and 
the friendly letters you write and receive.

Please keep on writing your newsy 
news. I enjoy sharing them with other 
Young South friends. And as I share them, 
you have opportunities to get new friends. 
How many new friends have you already 
made this summer? What is the most excit
ing experience you have had during this 
vacation time? Do you have some plans for 
the remaining weeks before you will return 
to school? I—and several hundred boys and 
girls—want to know all these things about 
you.

When you write to me, you will also 
want to write at least one get-acquainted 
letter to one of these nice Young South 
friends. Which will it be?

From Carlene Spencer, Route 2, New
port, Tennessee:

I was fifteen years old on April 2. I will 
be a Junior at Cocke County High School 
this fall. Some of my school activities are 
F.H.A., Y-Teen, Beta Club, Chorus, and 
I’m a cheerleader. I am a member of Eng
lish Creek Baptist Church where I am a 
part-time pianist. I am president of my 
Sunday school class and president of my 
Training Union. I would like very much to 
have some pen pals. I will try my best to 
answer every letter I receive.

From Ann Clark, 632 Ernest Street, 
Clarksville, Tennessee:

I am a girl fourteen years old. I am a 
Christian and go to the First Baptist Church 
here in Clarksville. My pastor is Dr. Robert 
L. McCann. I would like to correspond with 
others my age.

From Marie Jones, Route 2, Box 304, 
Rockwood, Tennessee:

I thought you might be able to help me 
get some pen pals. There are about four 
girls in our F.H.A. who want pen pals. 
This is one of our goals in getting our State 
Degree. We sure will appreciate any help 
that you can give us.

WORLD MISSIONS CONFERENCE

September 3-4

"Invest a Holiday for World Missions."

From Eva Bell Gilbert, Baptist Children’s 
Home, Route 5, Franklin, Tennessee:

I am eleven years old and in the fifth 
grade at school. I have two teachers. I go to 
the Baptist Church. I would like to have 
some pen pals about my age. My birthday 
is January 31. I enjoy reading the Young 
South every week. This is the first time 1 
have written to you.

From Diane McCool, 4411 Utah Avenue,
Nashville 9, Tennessee:

I am twelve years old and will be in 
the seventh grade next year. I go to Park 
Avenue Baptist Church in Nashville. 
Brother Thomas Wells is our pastor. I 
would like to have many pen pals ages 12 
and 13. I will answer every letter I get.

From Betty Branham, 529 Melrose Ave
nue, Lebanon, Tennessee:

I am ten years old and will be eleven 
on December 24. 1 will be in the fifth 
grade when school starts. I am a Christian 
and go to Southside Baptist Church where 
Brother Tommy Mosley is pastor.

We had a vacation Bible school begin
ning June 11. I enjoyed it very much. The 
Junior girls made cup towels and the Junior 
boys made candle holders.

1 would like to have some pen pals and 
if possible, a picture of each one. I promise 
to answer every letter I get.

I’m delighted that Young South boys and 
girls are beginning to include in their letters 
some special news that is not only interest
ing but helps us to know what our new 
friends are like and what they enjoy doing. 
Do you have some nice news to share? 
Write to me today.

AUNT POLLY 
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

Need Broadman Hymnals for Your 
CHOIR

Because of the acquisition of BAPTIST HYMNALS/ 
we have 25 Broadman Hymnals, used but in good 
condition, we would like to trade for 25 used Modern 
or American Hymnals for occasional choir use. Write

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Alamo, Tennessee

Custom 
designs for 
current or

stained w
proposed buildings 

windows . Repairs of 
------ ——------- damaged windows

For full information write

Binswanger & Co
• 655 Union Aye. • Memphis, Tenn,

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

The normally sourfaced boss smiled gen
ially at all the salesmen he had called 
together for a meeting.

“Well, gentlemen,” he said, “I’ve called 
you in to announce a big sales contest which 
I am starting immediately and which I will 
personally supervise.”

There was an excited murmur from the 
assembled salesmen, and an eager voice 
from the rear called out: “What does the 
winner get, Mr. Smithson?”

“He gets,” announced the boss, “to keep 
his job.”

A kindergarten friend came home with 
my daughter after school.

“Call your mother, so she will know 
where you are,” my wife suggested to the 
little girl.

“You’ll have to call,” the child replied. “I 
just don’t know what channel we’re on.”

During his years as a professional football 
star, Slingin’ Sammy Baugh invested his 
earnings in ranch land in his native Texas, 
until his holdings today are considerable.

Once, when he was showing his properties 
to a friend, the latter remarked: “Judging 
from the number of acres you’ve shown me, 
you must have sunk all your earnings into 
this.”

“Not quite,” corrected Baugh. “I put half 
in Texas and half in taxes.”

“How do you spell ‘sense’?” inquired the 
stenographer.

“Which one?” asked the boss. “Dollars 
and cents or horse sense?”

“Well,” said the steno, “like in ‘I haven’t 
seen him sense.’ ”

The little girl rushed into the kitchen and 
flung herself into her mother’s arms sobbing.

“Why, darling,” comforted the mother, 
“what on earth is the matter?”

“M-my dolly,” cried the child. “Michael 
broke my dolly.”

“Oh, what a shame! How did he do it?”
“He was being n-naughty,” lisped the 

child, “and I hit him over the head with it.”
Roses are red—violets blue—but the ones 

we planted—never grew!
A famous editor was being questioned by 

a young lady with journalistic aspirations. 
She asked: “Do you feel you have 
influenced public opinion?”

After pondering a moment, the editor 
replied: “No, public opinion is something 
like a mule I used to drive. In order to 
drive him successfully, I always had to 
watch the way he was going and then follow 
closely.”
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By Wyatt Shely, Lawrenceburg, Ky. Watching the Budget
"Sometimes — A Little—In the Summer"

Years ago when the words meant little 
to me 1 learned the Proverb which says, 
"He who will not plow by reason of the 
cold shall beg in harvest.” Every child 
had his memory verse for Sunday school 
and, like the song in Longfellow’s much
loved poem, it was long, long, after be
fore their meanings became clear.

With startling force the proverb leaped 
again into my mind when a few days 
hence I stopped at the home of an indigent 
man—a newcomer to our community—and 
left for him a bit of food purchased by the 
class I teach on Sunday. In the course of 
conversation I asked him if he did any kind 
of work.

Almost with apology—certainly, without 
embarrassment—he shocked me with his 
candid, “Sometimes, I work a little, in the 
summer.”

Later reflection caused me to appreciate 
the man—to appreciate him very much— 
for indelibly the accusation burned into my 
mind as I thought of the fields white unto 
harvest—“Sometimes—a little—in the sum
mer.” I have never seen the world afar; I 
have not sailed across the sea; nor have I 
faced sworn enemies of the Cross. Yet, 
one does not have to travel far to see 
malignancies that challenge healing in our 
communities; one needs no hearing aid to 
recognize the wail of broken hearts, though 
voices make no sound; a strong lens is not 
required to see the look of burden borne by 
those whose youthful dreams have faded 
and whose hopes have all too soon grown 
dim.

The church may boast a good enrolment; 
the treasury may be comfortably full; satis
fied parishioners may listen briefly to a ser
mon fluently delivered and meticulously 
prepared—yet live upon a “field” that is 
producing far below capacity.

Weeds of delinquency, clods of indif
ference. thistles of broken homes, thorns 
of jealousy, stones of pride—tares of every 
description—thrive upon our “fields” be
cause too many of us are willing to work 
“sometimes, a little, in the summer.”

The time of year soon comes when the 
farmer says of his crop that it is “laid by.” 
Such a time never comes to the vineyard of 
the Lord. “In season, out of season,” He 
has told us to be diligent and He has prom
ised the rain.

House by house and heart by heart we 
need once more to survey the “field,” and 
begin anew to cultivate with love and cease
less prayer the portion of the vineyard that 
is ours.

Would this not be a terrible epitaph? 
“Sometimes—a little—in the summer.”

Society may frown upon the idle man; 
relatives may abhor the one whose indolence 
has made of him a burden; the church may 
feebly strive to bestow a few crumbs to 
feed the hungry mouth; but the heart of 
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God must break anew when you and I cry 
aloud against the sins of idolatry, yet so 
easily yield to idleness. “A little more sleep, 
a little more closing of the eyes to slumber” 
must not be the laconic description of a 
man whose heart and hand is in the will of 
God. The things we do and the words we 
say can never be ephemeral, but long are 
the shadows we cast—though our days be 
few.

“Sometimes—a little—in the summer!” 
May it not be so!—The Western Recorder

"Last Sermon"
NEW CASTLE, Pa.—(RNS) — Clergy

men of seven denominations preached at 
Evangel Community church here on the 
theme, “If This Were My Last Sermon.”

Among the topics they chose were: 
“Judgment,” “Repentance,” “The Cross,” 
and “Missions.”

The sermons were given on seven suc
cessive nights.

Miss Ida O. Polk, has resigned as execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Kansas Wom
an’s Missionary Union. On July 15, she 
became a member of the staff of North Fort 
Worth Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas.

James Eeo Garrett, associate professor 
of theology at Southwestern Seminary, Fort 
Worth, has been granted a fellowship in 
Christian theology by Harvard University 
during the 1956-1957 academic year.

J. Kenneth Allaby resigned his five-year 
pastorate at Clifton Church, Louisville, Ky., 
to become a regional missionary in Toledo, 
O., working with the Ohio state Baptist 
convention.

Rev. J. E. Tanksley. Bartlett, has formally 
accepted the pastorate of the Whitten 
Memorial Church, Memphis, as of Septem
ber 1. Mr. Tanksley who is Superintendent 
of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home 
located at Memphis has been preaching 
for the Whitten Church for the past several 
weeks.

Corrections
Nolachucky Associations meets August 
15 and 16.
Weakley meets October 9 and 10.
West Union meets October 13, 14, and 

15 at Paint Rock Church, near Oneida.

It seems that church budgets are being 
besieged these days by various causes which 
desire the comfort of a regular income from 
the churches. To be more exact, church 
leaders are frequently besought to include 
certain causes in their church budgets; and 
it appears that some churches are rather 
liberal in that they include a number of 
“special” items in their budgets. We believe 
this is something to be watched because we 
believe there are few items besides necessary 
local expenses and the Cooperative Program 
which deserve a favored spot in the budget 
of a Baptist church. One of the exceptions 
is, of course, the state Baptist paper! It 
deserves that place only because it is 
essential to the promotion of the whole 
budget and all that it represents, and it is a 
small item.

While we would not presume to tell any 
church what it should do, we would call 
attention to a principle. The principle is 
that a church budget is a unifying and 
coordinating plan of finance which provides 
for the support of all essential causes. That 
being the case, any “special” item that is 
put in the budget tends to take just that 
much from the whole church financial pro
gram. Particularly would that be true if the 
special item should be designated for any 
cause which gets it support from the Co
operative Program. Really, it is a rather 
large request when any cause asks for a 
place in the budget of a church.

On the other hand, a church budget is 
presumed to be planned so that it will 
provide for everything that is essential to 
the program of the church. Tha^mean»? 
that it should include everything |^at the 
commission of Christ, the head the 
church, includes. It is, therefore, the^uty of 
those who make up church budget^ to in
clude what is proper just as it is their duty 
to exclude improper items. T

(This article started as a mild Warning 
against appeals for a place in Church 
budgets, but it turned out to be a bit more 
than that. Anyway, it suggests the im
portance of church budgets and the, res
ponsibility that rests upon those who plan 
and control them.)

Editor S. H. Jones in Baptist Courier

Revivals have been held at Southside 
Savannah; Grubbs Memorial, Nashville; 
and First, LaFollette, Tennessee, by Evan
gelist, Byrns Coleman, and Singer, Dean 
Butler, Seniors at Belmont College.

Butler is devoting full-time to Evangelistic 
work, while Coleman is, in addition to a 
heavy summer revival schedule, serving as 
student pastor of the church at Mitchellville, 
Tennessee.

Revivals have been scheduled through 
Sept. 16 with the following churches: First, 
Athens; First, Donelson; Elbethel, Shelby
ville; St. Elmo Ave., Chattanooga; Ivy 
Chapel, and Grace, Nashville.
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