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Thus Saith the Preacher—

The Mailbag

. . . Service for Religious Liberty
• Permit me to express P.O.A.U.’s appreciation 
for your excellent story on page 9 of the Aug. 9 
issue. By giving our church people information of 
this kind you perform immense service for religious 
liberty.

C. Stanley Lowell 
Associate Director

. . . Current Religious News
o Our church has the Baptist a.nd Reflector in 
the budegt so that we know every member of our 
church gets our Tennessee Baptist journal. Many 
would never subscribe for themselves. The Baptist 
and Reflector helps our people to keep up with 
the current religious news within the state and 
over the nation. The editorials and other featured 
articles keep us all conscious of some of the 
doctrinal and ecclesiastical problems in the world 
and among Southern Baptists. The report of Sun
day attendance is of interest to us and 'our 
friends across the state. The department pages 
stimulate our officers and leaders.

The general broadening effect of reading the 
Baptist and Reflector is worth every cent of its 
cost, not to mention the instruction and inspira
tion it offers. I am surely glad that our church 
has it in the budget.—M. Dale Larew, Concord 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tennessee.

. . . See Something of What Is Doing 
©The Baptist and Reflector in the budget pro
vides the church with an effective assistant to the 
pastor at a minimum cost. The weekly call with 
its distinctive Baptist message serves to indoctrin
ate, inform, and inspire the readers in the homes 
where it goes.

To me personally the attendance record and 
the news from the churches in the different sec
tions of the state are of peculiar interest. 1 
always turn to each issue to see something of 
what God is doing in and through Tennessee 
Baptists.

The paper in the budget is a wise investment 
within reach of any church. It pays because an
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A Man Who Knows His Job
Dear Editor:

It’s always a treat to watch a man work who knows how to do his job. There are 
lots of things I don’t know anything about, and a car is probably the most baffling 
of mysteries. I’m just not what you’d call a mechanic. All I know is to get in and go.

Well, the other day while going, that red Mercury just all of a sudden stopped. 
Blaring down the highway in Mississippi the engine quit and I coasted to a stop. A 
Negro fellow pushed me into town to a place where he said there was a good mechanic. 
A fellow who grew up tinkering with model-T’s. I could see myself with some pliers 
clipping off some bailing wire for this genius to use.

In less than 10 seconds he told me what was wrong, how long it would take to fix 
it, and how much it would cost. In ten minutes he was at work, with all the efficiency 
of a man who knew what he was doing. And in 2^ hours he was finished, well 
within his time limit, and at less cost, and I was on my merry way to Bogalusa.

You know, Doc, a lot of us would be better off if we would find the fellows who 
know their jobs and then take their advice instead of trying to be fix-it-ourself guys. 
No place is this more true than in the spiritual life.

Twenty centuries ago a young man appeared in the world and said: “I must be 
about my Father’s business.” And he went after his job in an efficient manner as 
if he knew what he was doing. The people around him reqognized his ability and said 
of him: “No one ever spoke like this before.” The authority of Jesus was that of 
one who knows what he is doing and is confident of success. As a result, some other 
men joined him in his business. They followed him around taking instructions and 
preparing for their part of the task.

Since that time all sorts of things have crept in to change up the work that Jesus 
started. Men have come along who thought they knew more about it than he did. So 
they added on such things as purgatories, indulgences, relics, works to be done, medals 
to be worn, and the like. A far cry from the business Jesus started.

Jesus’ main job was to show men how to be at-one-ment with the Father, God. 
He said it was by believing in him and in following his teachings. His earliest followers 
said the same thing. We’ve come along and messed things up, because we think we 
know more about God’s business than Jesus knew.

It’s about time we stopped trying to handle this business of living according to 
our desires and paid attention to those who know best how to get peace with God.

s . Knowingly yours,
■ G. Avery Lee

informed Baptist is a better one.—H. J. Rushing, 
First Baptist Church, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee.

. . . Real Asset
©We find that the Baptist and Reflector is of 
real interest to our people for several reasons. 
The statistical tables are valuable incentives. As 
our people see what other churches are doing 
financially or numerically they can find a meas
ure of satisfaction in goals attained or be moved 
to greater efforts because these attainments have 
not been high.

The announcements of coming events are 
invaluable. Many of them are not or cannot be 
included in the weekly church bulletin.

The articles of a general nature are always 
thought-provoking and really informing.

Our state paper is a real asset to our church 
in the homes where it is used.—Richard R. Lloyd, 
First Baptist Church, Jellico, Tennessee.

. . . Can See a Wonderful Change
oAs pastor of the Egypt Baptist Church, Mem
phis, I can truthfully say that since the Baptist 
■nd Reflector has been coming to our member
ship, I can see a wonderful change in the atti
tude of the individuals toward church loyalty, 
the church program, the cooperative-program. 
Those who read the paper are better Baptists, 
informed Baptists. Readers of the paper are 
anxious to “Go forward” and they feel their 
responsibility more. Personally, I feel that no 
church can afford to not have the paper in the 
budget.

I can see the difference in those who read the 
paper and those who do not.—James H. Oakley, 
Memphis, Tennessee.

. . . The Feeling of Belonging
® The feeling of belonging to a large group of 
Christian workers beyond the local church is 
one of the great contributions of the Baptist 
and Reflector. The work of the Kingdom of 
God is a big thing and the paper helps us to 
see this. It brings inspiration to us as we see 
what others are doing and it spurs us on as we 
compare this with what we are doing.

Its assistance is felt by the pastor as he finds 
his people are aware of the things that he is 
trying to promote. The paper in a home adds to 
the religious literature which often is not as 
much as it should be.

Its weekly visit to the homes of church people 
is a reminder to our people to be in church on 
Sunday and to be faithful in their stewardship 
and devotional life.

I believe that every Baptist home should re
ceive this paper, which, in my estimation, is 
very good.—Charles A. Wingo, Kennedy Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee.

. . . Members Express Pleasure .
• I like the Baptist and Reflector. I enjoy it 
very much and all my members express a very 
deep pleasure in reading it. We just can’t wait 
till it comes each week.

Some like the Sunday School lessons, others the 
news of other churches, still others like the jokes, 
our young people like the Young South, personally 
I turn to the “Reflections” first of all and then 
to “Thus saith the Preacher” by G. Avery Lee. 
As a young untrained minister I find many things 
that help my ministry. I don’t see how I could do 
without it.—Lauren Loche, Hopewell Baptist 
Church, Savannah, Tennessee.
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Church Membership in U.S. Tops 100 Million
NEW YORK—For the first time in the nation’s history church members in the United 

States number more than 100,000,000.
Continuing an upsurge that goes back to World War II, church membership gains in 

the past year again outstrip population gains. There are 2.8 per cent more church mem
bers as against 1.8 per cent more people.

Other notable gains shown in new annual statistics on America’s religious life include: 
Sunday School enrollments—up 3.4

per cent for a new total of nearly 39,- 
000,000.

Local churches—305,449 representing 
an increase of 5,393 or 1.8 per cent.

Pastors with charges—222,018, a sub
stantial gain of 8,051.

Per capita contributions—$48.81 an
nually, up seven per cent.
The latest annual compilation of the Year

book of American Churches to be published 
Sept. 15 by the National Council of 
Churches, shows there are now 100,162,529 
church members of all faiths in the United 
States. In the previous year the total was 
97,482,611.

Of the 100,000,000-plus with religious 
affiliation, 58,448,000 are Protestant, 33,- 
396,000 are Roman Catholic, and 5,500,000 
are Jewish.

In addition, there are 2,386,000 members 
of Eastern Orthodox Churches in this 
country.

Translated into percentages, the grand 
total shows that 60.9 per cent of Americans 
belong to churches, the highest percentage 
on record. By comparison, it was 57 per 
cent in 1950, 49 per cent in 1940, and 36 
per cent in 1900. One hundred years ago, 
in an age popularly considered to be devout, 
less than 20 per cent of Americans belonged 
to a church.

To complete the membership picture, a 
record total of 38,921,033 Americans, most
ly children and youths, are enrolled in Sun
day or Sabbath Schools. Slightly more than 
3,000,000 of the total are teachers and of
ficers who work on a voluntary basis. The 
new complete enrollment figure represents 
a gain of 1,297,503, or 3.4 over the pre
vious year.

Forty-nine denominations—all Protestant 
—reported receipts of $1,687,921,729, which 
is 9.3 percent more than the year before. 
Thus contributions in these bodies increased 
at a rate three times greater than that of 
membership. Other church bodies do not 
make stewardship and benevolence figures 
available, but informed estimates indicate 
the total for all faiths to be well above 
$2,000,000,000 annually.

The new church membership figures are 
based on official reports furnished by 258 
religious bodies of the 268 listed in the 
Yearbook—the nation’s only authoritative 
source of religious statistics of all faiths. 
Most of these bodies are small in numbers.
The compilation shows that more than 98 
per cent of all members are concentrated in 
82 religious bodies. Going further, over 96 
per cent are members of 53 church bodies.

The data covers the calendar year 1955, 
for the most part.

“There is no doubt that the latest infor
mation offers fresh statistical evidence of 
increased interest in religion in the United 
States,” declared Dr. Benson Y. Landis, 
editor of the Yearbook of American 
Churches. “But figures alone cannot tell how 
deep this interest goes or whether the nation 
is actually undergoing a spiritual reawaken
ing. More members, new churches, gains in 
contributions—these are all good signs. But 
they are not conclusive,” he said.

The relative strength of Protestant and 
Roman Catholic church bodies remains vir
tually the same this year as it has over 
past generations. Today 35.5 per cent of 
Americans are members of Protestant 
churches; 20.3 percent are Roman Catholic. 
In 1950 the percentage ratio was 33.8 to 
18.9; in 1940 it was 28.7 to 16.1. In the 
mid-1920’s, 27 percent of Americans were 
Protestant and 16 percent Roman Catholic.

The different faiths have different ways 
of defining a member. Protestant churches 
in general count as members only those who 
have attained full membership, and all but a 
small minority of these are 13 years of age 
or over. The Roman Catholic Church counts 
all baptized persons, including infants. In 
the Jewish faith members are defined as all 
Jews in communities having congregations.

Current membership figures in the six 
major faith groups are compared with those 
in the foregoing year in the following table:

1955 1954
Protestant 58,448,567 57,124,142
Roman Catholic 33,396,647 32,403,332
Jewish Congregations 5,500,000 5,500,500
Eastern Orthodox 2,386,945 2,024,219
Old Catholic & Polish

Catholic 367,370 367,918
National Catholic 367,370 367,918
Buddihist 63,000 63,000
As for years past the largest Protestant 

group are the Baptists, with 18,793,097 
members in 27 Baptist church bodies. Next 
come the Methodists with 11,784,060 mem
bers in 22 church groups. There are 
7,059,593 Lutherans in 19 Lutheran church 
bodies.

The largest single Protestant church body 
is the Methodist Church with 9,292,046 
members. The Southern Baptist Convention 
is next with 8,467,439; and the National 
Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., is third 
with 4,557,416 members.

Central Church, Bearden, voted to begin 
construction of a new auditorium im
mediately. This church has made wonder
ful progress during recent years under the 
leadership of Pastor Henry M. Chiles.

You’re so engrossed in thinking about the 
things you’re consciously trying to teach 
your children, that you don’t begin to 
realize how much you unconsciously pass 
on to them. Your speech is a minor item. 
They are also absorbing your attitudes, 
your prejudices, your standards of living. 
These are the things which stick with 
them far more lastingly than the precept 
you painstakingly iterate to them with 
definite pedagogical intentions.—United 
Presbyterian.

A big-league umpire once remarked he 
could never understand how crowds in 
the grandstand, hundreds of feet from 
the plate, could see better and judge 
more accurately than he, when he was 
only 7 feet away. Another man com
mented that in life, too, we call strikes 
on a chap when we are too far away to 
understand. Perhaps if we had a closer 
view of the man and his problems we 
would reverse our decisions.—Friendly 
Thoughts.

In the U. S., it now take less than three 
man hours of work to raise on acre of 
wheat. This quantity of wheat, when 
made into flour and baked into bread, 
will provide two men with a year’s supply 
of energy and the major part of the 
other nutrients required to sustain life.— 
Dr. Wm. B. Bradley, Science Counselor.

We want to travel to the moon, but we don’t 
visit the lonely soul next door.—Rev. 
Orland Ruby, Christian Advocate

The life of Christ is not an exhibition of 
over-ruling power. Its glory is for those 
who can discern it, and not for the world. 
Its power lies in its absence of force. It 
has the decisiveness of a supreme idea, 
and that is why the history of the world 
divides at this point of time.—Alfred 
North Whitehead, Religion in the Making 
(Macmillan).
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Concerning the Reserve Fund

What is the Emergency Reserve Fund of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention? Turning through the minutes in annuals of proceedings 
of the Convention we have sought an answer to this question. This 
Emergency Reserve Fund showed a balance October 31, 1955 of 
$87,345.76. It is listed with four other funds (“Church Loan”, 
“Camp”, “Building”, “Tenn. Baptist Press”) under the heading 
“Other State Missions Funds—Checking Accounts” (Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Annual, 1955, page 168)

How did the Emergency Fund come into being? What is its 
purpose? In the light of the information we have, the following is 
given:

The Tennessee Baptist Convention, November, 1943, authorized 
a “reasonable reserve fund” as a cushion against sudden economic 
change. The creation of this fund was a debt-preventive act of 
the Convention. The following seems to be the first mention of 
such a reserve fund:

“7. That as a protection against any sudden economic 
changes which might result in debts and deficits before re
entrenchment in the state mission program could be made, 
the Executive Secretary be instructed to set up a reasonable 
reserve fund from such funds as may be available without 
injury to the state program, the amount to be determined by 
the Executive Board.”—Page 38,1943, Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Annual.
The Convention upon recommenation by the Executive Secretary 

through the Executive Board in 1950 made the existing State 
Mission Reserve Fund into a Central Reserve Fund. This was for 
the purpose of issuing “emergency loans” to the Convention’s 
institutions and agencies. These loans, in the nature of a revolving 
fund, were to be paid back, at a low rate of interest, to the reserve 
fund. To supplement this reserve fund, the Convention set asie 
5% of the state’s part of the undivided Cooperative Program 
receipts. Out of this 5% Tennessee Baptist Foundation expenses 
were to be deducted, with the remainder added to the reserve fund. 
Here is the record in the Convention’s Annual of 1950, Page 41:

“4. Since the Department of State Missions has a reserve 
fund built up from State Mission surplus receipts during war 
days consisting of $159,000 in government bonds and bank 
deposits, plus a loan of $142,500, (This was a loan to East 
Tennessee Baptist. Hospital. Editor’s Note), making a total of 
$301,500; and since most of the Tennessee Baptist institutions 
do not now have reserve funds for emergency purposes; and 
since a long period of time would be required for each in
stitution to build up an adequate reserve fund of its own 
without crippling its present financial program.
“We recommend that the present State Mission reserve fund 
be made, in effect, a central reserve fund of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, from which emergency loans at a low rate 
of interest can be made to the Tennessee Baptist institutions 
and agencies. These loans are to be in the nature of a revolving 
fund and to be paid back into the reserve fund.

“To supplement this fund, we recommend that an amount 
equivalent to 5% of the State’s part of the undivided Co
operative Program receipts be set aside; that, as at present the 
Foundation expenses be paid from this fund, and the 
remainder be added to the Reserve Fund.
“This arrangement will not greatly affect the income of any 
state Baptist institution or cause, and by using the present 
reserve and slowly increasing it, the Convention will be able 
to help preserve the credit of our institutions and causes and 
save them from embarrassment in the hour of financial emer
gency.”—Page 41, 1950, Tennessee Baptist Convention An
nual.
The 1951 Annual mentions the emergency reserve fund on pages 

192, 193, 194, 197 and 198. Expenses of the State’s Hospital

Commission, Education Commission, Historical Commission and 
Audits have also been cared for (in addition to Foundation ex
penses) with any remainder from this 5% item going into the 
reserve fund.

The Convention drew upon this Reserve Fund in buying the 
Ward-Belmont College property as we note in minutes of the 
Executive Board, February 27, 1951, recorded as follows on page 
55 of the 1951 Tennessee Baptist Convention Annual:

“That the Baptist State Building fund and the balance of 
the Emergency Fund accumulated before the recent State 
Convention he used as payments on the purchase price of 
the Ward-Belmont property.”
The balance of the above-mentioned Building Fund was $366,- 

234.08 as of October 31, 1951 (Page 198 of the 1951 Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Annual.) The Emergency Reserve Fund as of 
the same date, October 31, 1951 was $162,257.46.

The reserve fund was created as a protection against debt in 
sudden economic change. It began in 1943 as a reserve from 
State Missions’ surplus receipts during World War II. It was 
changed in 1950 to a “Central Reserve Fund” authorized for emer
gency loans to Tennessee Baptist Institutions and Agencies. This 
was to preserve the credit of our Baptist institutions in a financial 
emergency. This is the record as we have it.

World Missions
Tennessee Baptists returned home from their first World Mis

sions Conference with the appeals of mission leaders ringing in 
their ears. The state-wide conference registered 675 from 48 as
sociations in a meeting in First Church, Nashville, Sept. 3-4 It is 
to have follow-up meetings next month in the local churches.

The message by Dr. Baker J. Cauthen was an inspiring climax 
to the four sessions emphasizing all phases of missions at the 
Nashville conference. Dr. Cauthen, who is executive secretary of 
our Foreign Mission Board, thrilled his hearers as he recounted 
how much Baptist dollars have done in overseas service for Christ. 
But he also startled and shamed most of us present with his sober
ing disclosure that we Southern Baptists have just about pegged 

' our World Mission’s giving at the depression percentage of 17 per 
cent of our total giving. Dr. Cauthen reminded that, despite greatly 
increased giving when measured in total number of dollars (last 
year about $335,000,000) there has been no increase in the per
centage given to anything beyond the local church! That part of 
the average church’s ‘collection plate dollar’ going to causes beyond 
the local church is just where it was during the stringent days of 
the depression—17%. This is a sobering realization. It must be 
faced by every Church and every church member. “We must think 
in world terms,” pled Dr. Cauthen who termed it a “hungry, 
restless, explosive world” whose spiritual vacuum the Gospel of 
Christ only can meet.

Suggestions on Funerals
Edgar S. Brown, Jr., Director of Worship for the United Luth

eran Church offers six suggestions to help bring funerals more 
closely into line with Christian faith: (1), In the hour of death 
notify your pastor first. Make no arrangement without first con
sulting him. (2), If at all practicable (and don’t let minor obstacles 
stand in the way), have the funeral in the church. ($), Con
sider the possibility of sealing the casket before the filner’al. Such 
an arrangement is much easier on the mourners. (4), While flowers 
are always a thoughtful expression, consider the possibility also 
of a more permanent memorial. Gifts of money may be made to 
the congregation of the deceased or a memorial gift to a charitable 
institution. (5), Eliminate the services of secular organizations. 
There is only one fellowship whose membership is in two worlds. 
That is the church. (6), Demonstrate by your attitude that you 
truly believe in the promises of our Saviour. Every Christian has 
a responsibility to live his faith. Funerals are a good place to be
gin.”

Page 4 Baptist and Reflector



Storer Takes Executive 
Post With Foundation

State-wide Conference Emphasizes Al! Missions

TULSA, Okla.—(BP)—-J. W. Storer, 
immediate past president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, has resigned pastorate 
of First Baptist Church here to become 
executive secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Foundation.

He announced to the 6000-membei 
church that his resignation will be effective 
on or before Nov. 15. As executive secre
tary of the Foundation, he will move to 
Nashville, Tenn.

His election to the Foundation post was 
announced in Nashville by Stirton Oman, 
Nashville contractor who is president of 
the board.

Oman’s announcement said:
“The Foundation is pleased to have a 

man of Storer’s stature and ability as its 
new executive secretary.

“His long and successful experience as 
a pastor and his close contacts with the 
fiscal operations of state and Southern Bap
tist Convention boards and agencies have 
prepared him for this crowning service. 
The confidence of Southern Baptists in his 
leadership has been demonstrated in his 
election as president of the Convention, and 
his unanimous election as executive secre
tary of the Southern Baptist Foundation.

“Southern Baptists who are interested 
in remembering the seminaries or mission 
boards in their wills, or with trusts and 
annuities, will find him to be a helpful 
friend.”

Storer, a native of Burlington, Kans., will 
celebrate his 25th anniversary as pastor of 
the church here on Oct. 6. During his 
quarter-century as minister, it has increased 
from 2000 to 6000 membership and its 
yearly gifts from members have risen from 
$43,000 to $400,000.

As president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1954 and 1955, Storer was 
an ex-officio member of the Foundation. He 
is its third executive secretary, succeeding 
T. L. Holcomb who resigned in June.

The first state-wide World Missions 
Conference brought together 675 from 
different points in Tennessee to confer 
September 3-4 on all phases of missions. 
Forty-eight associations were represented in 
the gathering. The 31 associational, general 
and city missionaries present, were hon
ored guests at a reception Tuesday after
noon.

Feature of the four sessions, which were 
held in the First Baptist Church of Nash
ville, were panel discussions of different 
phases of missions followed by a question 
and answer period. The asking of questions 
was rather timidly engaged in at first by 
some. This feature, however, met with 
wide approval. The conference was con
sidered of such value that it will be re
peated next year.

The purpose of the conference was to 
give emphasis to all phases of missions 
beyond the local church. It is expected 
that the state-wide meeting held this past 
week in Nashville will be followed up by 
meetings in the local churches next month 
emphasizing world missions.

“There are gaps in the ranks all around 
the world,” said Dr. R. Paul Caudill just 
back recently from a tour of a number 
of mission fields. “These must be filled,” 
said the pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Memphis whose report upon religious con
ditions in Russia, where he visited on 
his recent trip, brought forth several ques
tions. Dr. Caudill stated that the Russian 
Baptists have no formal missionary organ
ization but each church member considers 
himself a missionary.

Sunday, August 19, members of Englewood Baptist Church of Jackson, Tennessee, occupied 
for the first time their new building pictured above. The new edifice contains the chapel, pas
tor's study, a nursery department, four class rooms, assembly room, kitchen and dining facili
ties, and rest rooms. The building is air-conditioned throughout. The old church auditorium has 
been remodeled for use as educational space.

August 19, was of significance also because it marked the sixth anniversary of the organiza
tion of the church, and the second anniversary of Rev. J. L. Ford as pastor. Following the morn
ing worship service, members and their friends gathered in the newly-completed dining room for 
their Homecoming Dinner. In the afternoon a service of dedication was held, after which there 
was an informal open house for friends who came during the remainder of the afternoon.

Englewood Baptist Church was originally founded as a mission of West Jackson Baptist Church 
in 1946. Membership has grown from 50 charter members at the time of organization in 1950 
to the present enrollment of 165. The Sunday School now has six departments with a total of 
14 classes. The church is located 2 miles north of Jackson on Highway 45.

Mrs. M. K. Cobble, President of the 
Tennessee Woman’s Missionary Union said 
“When the sick are ministered to by medical 
missions, the patients and their families 
understand the love that we profess.” She 
reported 13 hospitals operated by Southern 
Baptists in their overseas program. Five of 
these being in Nigeria.

Dr. Fred Kendall, the Executive Secre
tary-elect of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention stated that Christianity presents 
five truths needed to transform human life. 
These are the truths about God, man, sin, 
salvation, and the moral and ethical prin
ciples of living. “These are stars shining 
in the darkness of the present,” said Dr. 
Kendall. “No age has so needed the Truth. 
It is an age of propaganda by leaders who 
want to mislead. There is tremendous need 
to teach men the Truth.”

Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, our Foreign Mis
sion Board Secretary, in describing the 
spiritual vacuum in today’s world said, “If 
we are concerned for the people around 
the world we must share.” Explaining the 
term ‘World Missions’ as representing all 
missionary and benevolent causes beyond 
the local church, Dr. Cauthen stated that 
Southern Baptists 19118-19 percentage of 
sharing in World Missions was 34 cents 
out of the dollar; that during the depression 
it was 17 cents; and that today it is still 
17 cents. “Can God be well pleased?” asked 
the Foreign Mission Secretary, “Have we 
the right to keep so large a percentage of 
each dollar in the church’s collection plate 
for our own local usage?”
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Training Union Department (17th Century Baptist Press)

1957 TRAINING UNION DATES

Regional Banquets
Southwestern Region______________________________________________ January 28
Northwestern Region______________________________________________January 29
South Central Region_____________________________________________ January 31
Central Region__  _______________________________________________ February 1
Northern Central Region__ .._______________ __ __________________ February 4
Southeastern Region______________________________________ _______ February 5
Northeastern Region .. . _________________________________________ February 7
Eastern Region___________________________________________________ February 8

State Training Union Convention
First Baptist Church 

Pulaski

February 21-22

Training Union Youth Retreat
Camp Carson 

May 3-5

Regional Conventions
Southwestern Region—June 17_________________________________ ___First, Bolivar
Northwestern Region—June 18________________________________First, Huntingdon
South Central Region—June 20____________________________ Highland, Tullahoma
Central Region—June 21____________________________ Springfield Baptist Church
North Central Region—June 24_______________________________ First, Byrdstown
Southeastern Region—June 25 ____________________________________ East Athens
Northeastern Region—June 27...     ___________________ First, Greenville
Eastern Region—June 28_____ ____ ____ ___ ______ __ _______ Broadway, Knoxville

_ State Sword Drill and Speakers' Tournament
First Baptist Church

Nashville

July 1

Ridgecrest
First Week__  
Second Week 
Third Week...

..July 4-10
July 11-17
July 18-24

Linden__________________________________________________________ August 5-9
Carson____ __________________________________________________ August 12-16

Regional Planning Meetings
Southwestern Region---------------------------------------------------------------- --- ...October 21
Northwestern Region----------- --- ------------------------------ r.---------------------- October 22
South Central Region ----------------------------------- --------- ,--------------------- October 24 ;
Central Region________________________ __ ...2....2..^----- ...------------------ October 25
North Central Region--------------------------------- ---------------------- 2---------- October 28
Southeastern Region-------------------------------- -----------------2-------------------October 29
Northeastern Region--------- ------------------------ -------------------------------- ....October 31
Eastern Region----------------------,------------------------------------ ........— ------November 1

"M" Night—December 2
--------------  - — — /S • . ' .

Baptists Found Guilty 
Of Disturbing Peace

BOSTON, Mass., October 11, 1665—For 
withdrawing from the established church 
and joining others to form the First Baptist 
church of Boston, five persons were con
victed today in the General Court of dis
turbing the peace and were ordered dis
enfranchised.

The men are Thomas Gould, pastor of 
the Baptist church founded here last May, 
and Thomas Osburne, Edward Drinker, 
William Turner, and John George. The 
court further ordered that if the defendants 
continue to worship in the Baptist church 
here that they be arrested and imprisoned 
until the court takes further action.

When the Baptist church was first or
ganized here with seven men and two wom
en as charter members, those who had been 
associated with the orthodox church of 
New England were promptly excommuni
cated.

Gould defied the established church 
some ten years ago when he refused to 
allow his infant to be baptized, declaring 
that babies “were not capable nor fit sub
jects for such an ordinance’ since they had 
not been regenerated.

The Baptists who had withdrawn from 
the established church were first arraigned 
before the Court of Assistants last month. 
In defending their position, the accused pre
sented a written confession of faith which 
said in part that “Christ’s commission to 
his disciples is to teach and baptize, and 
those who gladly receive the word and are 
baptized are saints by calling and fit matter 
for a visible church.”

This assertion the court branded as 
heresy, observing that it excluded from 
sainthood all who were unbaptized. The 
Baptists argued that sainthood should pre
cede baptism. To charges of heresy the 
group answered that they worship “God. 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, believ
ing all things that are written in the law 
and the prophets and apostles.”

The defendants were bound over to the 
General Court when they insisted on stand
ing on their convictions rather than yielding 
to authorities.

Before excommunication, Gould was 
ordered to appear before the church to 
which he formerly belonged. He at first re
fused, saying that he was no longer subject 
to the established church. Friends persauded 
the preacher to-answer the summons, how
ever, by pointing out that some not ac
quainted with the facts might be party to 
his excommunication out of ignorance.

Copyright, 1955, by Historical Commission, 
Southern Baptist Convention

John S. Trent preached his first sermon 
as pastor of Norwood Church, Birmingham, 
Alabama, August 12. He was pastor of 
Clifton Hills Church, Chattanooga, 31^ 
years before going to Birmingham.
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Sunday School Department

New Sunday School Periodicals

The Adult* Teacher Sunday School Young Adults Married Young People's Quarterly The Young People's Teacher

These periodicals will be included on the literature order blank beginning with October 1956. Many churches will 
need these extra helps.

Order these periodicals from the Baptist Sunday School Board, 127 9th Ave., No., Nashville, Tenn.

By Dr. Dick H. Hall, Jr., Pastor, First Baptist Church, Decatur, Georgia

"Your Assistant Pastor—The Military Chaplain"

During 14 years as a member of the 
Chaplains Commission of the Southern Bap
tist Convention it has been my privilege to 
visit many chaplains in their work in the 
U. S. Recently I spent a month visiting our 
chaplains in Europe. Not until then did. I 
fully realize the value of the chaplain to 
the local church program and the greater 
service they can render with our complete 
co-operation. Churches can and should give 
more thought, interest, prayers and co-op
eration in helping our assistant pastors, our 
military chaplains.

These men of God, in uniform, wearing 
the cross as their insignia, are the only mili
tary leaders whose sole purpose is to care 
for the spiritual needs of those, who out of 
necessity must serve in the military. For 
those serving overseas the chaplain offers, in 
many instances, the only religious service 
available to our people.

The personnel stationed at the military 
installations here at home will usually at
tend nearby local churches of their choice 
and the chaplain understands this even 
though it makes his task of building a Sun
day School and a chapel program more dif
ficult. Overseas he has these church mem
Thursday, September 13, 1956

bers but he has all the problems that come 
in human relations when people are far 
from home. It is so easy for the service per
sonnel, especially the younger ones, to 
slacken in their religious devotions, if not 
to be swept away from their spiritual 
moorings by the constant pressure of 
temptations on every hand.

The chaplain deserves our active co-op
eration and the local churches near the mili
tary installations here at home can do much 
in helping the chaplains with their chapel 
programs. The chaplain overseas needs to 
have a local church sponsor which will 
authorize him to baptize converts into the 
fellowship of that local church.

Every Southern Baptist church needs to 
recognize the tremendous challenge which 
is theirs to send indoctrinated and prepared 
young people into military service. This 
places upon the pastors and local churches 
the opportunity of setting up an effective 
and efficient program for their young peo
ple beginning with the cradle roll, and step
ping up the program with intermediates and 
carrying through until they are called to 
serve their country in military service. Dr. 
E. L. Ackiss, Director of Military Person-

Foreign Situation
Encouraging—Adams

HONG KONG—(BP)—In Hong Kong 
to preside over the Asian Baptist Youth Con
ference, Theodore Adams was encouraged 
about the religious freedom evident through
out Europe and the Middle East.

Adams, president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, and Robert S. Denny, associate 
secretary for youth for the Alliance, are 
touring several foreign countries. According 
to Adams, Baptist work is “increasing every
where,” even in the countries where churches 
are closed.

nel Service, Home Mission Board, a former 
chaplain, is seeking to enlist the interest of 
Southern Baptists in a program that will send 
to the military indoctrinated and prepared 
church members in order that they may be
come effective Christian witnesses and 
staunch supporters of the chaplain’s pro
gram.

I found the chaplains preaching tithing 
and the local church might well urge its 
members in the military to send their tithes 
to their home church and in turn the local 
church could lend its financial support to 
missionary projects at home and overseas 
as the chaplain may recommend. This would 
give the local church a feeling of participa
tion in the chaplain’s work. It is my con
viction that every church and every pastor 
would fully co-operate if properly informed 
as to this opportuniy. The military chaplains 
are our assistant pastors.
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Budget Of $200,000
Sought By Colorado

DENVER, Colo.—(BP)—The proposed 
budget for the Colorado Baptist General 
Convention in 1957 is $200,000, which is 
$65,000 greater than the current budget.

The budget, to be voted on by the con
vention in annual session later this year, 
was a matter of business for the conven
tion’s executive board, which met here 
recently.

The board approved a change in meet
ing place for the annual convention Oct. 
9-11. Instead of being held at Denver, it 
will meet at Colorado Springs with First 
Southern Baptist Church as host.

A five-year program adopted by the 
board calls for increasing the number of 
Southern Baptist churches to 265 by 1960. 
There are now 105 in the five-state area 
represented in the Colorado convention.

A movement to secure $200,000 for the 
state Baptist foundation was launched. Dr. 
and Mrs. William Fleming, of Fort Worth, 
Tex., offered to contribute $25,000 to the 
foundation as soon as the convention itself 
has raised $50,000.

Leroy Smith, secretary of evangelism 
for the Baptist General Convention of 
Arizona, Phoenix, has accepted a call to 
serve as superintendent of stewardship and 
missions for the Colorado convention. He 
will also be assistant executive secretary, 
and take his new office Sept. 15.

Miss Ledema Ivie, former faculty mem
bers at Grand Canyon College, Phoenix, 
vill serve in the office of Colorado Execu- 

:ive Secretary Willis J. Ray.

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION—Congressman Brooks Hays, of Little Rock, Ark., standing, was 
re-elected chairman of the Christian Life Commission at its annual meeting in Ridgecrest, N. C. 
Seated is A. C. Miller, Nashville, executive secretary of ithe commission.—Baptist Press Photo.

Kentucky Church Left 
$75,000 Through Will

HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. — (BP) — First 
Baptist Church here has been left $75,- 
000 in the will of Mrs. Alma C. Butler, 
who died recently.

Mrs. Butler, 89, provided that the church 
be the main beneficiary of her estate. She 
stated that she wanted to “encourage and 
promote evangelism and the saving of 
souls.”

She stipulated the money is not to be 
used outside of Christian County, for which 
Hopkinsville is county seat.

Committee On Christian 
Vocations Makes Plans

RIDGECREST, N. C.—(BP)—The 
Christian vocations committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention plans a Dec. 
10 meeting in Nashville, Tenn, to discuss 
its future work.

A partial meeting of the committee was 
held at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly re
cently.

Committee Chairman Allen W. Graves, 
Louisville, reported the committee is work
ing in three areas: (1) preparation of 
materials to aid young people in life-time 
commitment to Christian service; (2) 
means of following through in counseling 
those interested in Christian vocations, and 
(3) meeting the “tremendous demands” 
for educational and church music workers 
in Southern Baptists’ 30,377 churches.

Secretaries Confer On 
Plans For Evangelism

RIDGECREST, N. C.—(BP)—State 
Baptist secretaries of evangelism met here 
recently to plan a three-year program of 
soul-winning within the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Conferring with members of the evan
gelism department of the SBC Home Mis
sion Board, they outlined programs for 
1957, 1958, and 1959.

They fixed 1957 as the year of “Getting 
a Warm and Workable Program of Evan
gelism in Every Church.” In 1958, the 
emphasis will be “Getting a Warm- and 
Workable Program of Evangelism to Every 
Church Member.” The 1959 theme is 
“Getting the Message of Evangelism to 
Every Lost Person.”

Leonard Sanderson, Dallas, Tex., secre
tary of evangelism for the Home Mission 
Board, announced that the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Brotherhood Commission, 
and Woman’s Missionary Union, have of
fered their cooperation in the three-year 
programs.

The 1957 evangelistic effort will be to 
hold revivals in all churches, conduct 
church censuses, have in each church a 
functioning evangelism council and weekly 
visitation, plus participation in associational 
evangelism clinics.

Posters, tracts, booths and other promo
tional materials are being made for the 
1957 program, according to Sanderson.

Agency Studies Areas 
Of Christian Concern

RIDGECREST, N. C.—(BP)—The 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion has the responsibility for emphasizing 
the Christian’s role in matters of public 
morals and social relationships.

This was reported by Executive Secretary 
A. C. Miller at the Commission’s annual 
meeting held recently at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Assembly.

Miller reported that the Commission 
conducts research and other work in many 
areas, among them labor and management, 
marriage and divorce, war and peace,. 
Christian citizenship, alcohol education, and 
race relations.

These areas of responsibility were com
mitted to the Christian Life Commission 
by the Southern Baptist Convention, he 
said.

The Commission said it will continue 
plans to aid in Christian life conferences 
conducted by state conventions or associa
tions and by churches.

The Commission also reported it has ac
cepted a $15,000 grant from the Fund for 
the Republic to be used in the work of the 
Commission.

Allen W. Graves will be inaugurated as 
dean of the school of religious education 
at Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, 
on Sept. 18.
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Religious Liberty Gets 
Another Blow In Spain

Another blow against religious freedom 
in Spain fell in Alicante Wednesday after
noon, August 22, when the police went 
to the First Baptist Church with orders 
from the provincial governor that the na
tional Baptist Young People’s Summer 
Conference cease immediately and that 
the 30 delegates leave town within 24 
hours.

The conference, which was to have lasted 
five days, opened the morning before. All 
sessions were to have been held in the 
church auditorium. Meals were being pre
pared in the small inside patio of the 
church and served on improvised tables 
in a long, narrow room adjacent to the 
auditorium. At night the young people 
were sleeping on straw mattresses in dif
ferent rooms of the church. No outside 
demonstration of the conference was made.

In the sessions the young people were 
being directed in courses of Bible study. 
Christian leadership, love, courtship, and 
marriage, parliamentary procedure, and 
Training Union methods.

The police demanded that the delegates 
be out of town in 24 hours or the Alicante 
church would be closed. On hearing that 
there might be some difficulty in securing 
tickets on such short notice, the officials 
took charge of arranging passage so that 
the young people might be treated “justly.” 
Those who were delayed several hours in 
leaving Alicante were forbidden to have 
any kind of religious service in the church 
and were told that they could not attend 
the regular midweek prayer meeting.

Nella Dean (Mrs. Charles W.) Whitten, 
Southern Baptist missionary who reported 
the incident to the Foreign Mission Board, 
said, “Bv noon Thursdav scarcely a sign 
of the Baptist Young People’s Summer 
Conference was to be seen in the Alicante 
church. The big welcome sign at the front 
of the auditorium was rolled up, the pos
ters were down.”

Routh To Study Navy 
Character Guidance

NASHVILLE — (BP) — Porter Roilth, 
executive secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Executive Committee, has been invited to 
join 20 other national religious leaders in 
a study of character guidance materials 
used by the U. S. Navy.

Secretary of Navy Charles S. Thomas 
issued the invitation.

As a part of the study, the group will 
meet in Washington Sept. 5 and then go to 
Pensacola, Fla., to board the aircraft car
rier the U. S. S. Saipan for a short cruise 
in the Gulf of Mexico.

They will confer there with Rear Adm. 
E. B. Harp, Jr., chief of chaplains for the 
Navy. They will return from the ship to 
Pensacola by helicopter for further con
ferences.

Historical Commission
Renames Owen Chairman

RIDGECREST, N. C.—(BP)— Richard 
N. Owen, Nashville, Tenn., editor of the 
Baptist and Reflector, has been elected for 
another term as chairman of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Commission.

In annual session at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Assembly, the Commission re-elected J. P. 
Edmunds, also of Nashville, vice-chairman. 
Edmunds is secretary of survey, statistics, 
and information for the Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

H. I. Hester, vice-president of William 
Jewell College, Liberty, Mo., was re-elected 
recording secretary. Norman W. Cox, 
Nashville, serves as executive secretary 
under indefinite appointment. He also is 
Historical Commission treasurer.

Christian Life Board
Re-elects Brooks Hays

RIDGECREST, N. C. — (BP) — The 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion, holding its annual meeting here, re
elected Congressman Brooks Hays (D, 
Ark.) as its chairman.

Paul Sanders, of the law school faculty 
at Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn., 
will serve as vice-chairman for another 
year.

A. C. Miller serves as executive secretary 
under indefinite appointment, with offices 
in Nashville.

HISTORICAL COMMISSION—All officers of the Southern Baptist Historical Commission were 
re-elected recently at the commission's annual meeting at Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly. They are, 
from left, Richard N. Owen, Nashville, chairman; J. P. Edmunds, Nashville, vice-chairman; H. 
I. Hester, Liberty, Mo., recording secretary, and Norman W. Cox, Nashville, executive secretary 
and treasurer.—Baptist Press Photo.

Encyclopedia Release

Set For October, 1957

RIDGECREST, N. C. — (BP)— The 
Southern Baptist Historical Commission has 
announced that the Encyclopedia of South
ern Baptists is scheduled for publication 
Oct. 15, 1957.

Norman W. Cox, Nashville, Commis
sion executive secretary, reported at the 
Commission’s annual meeting here that the 
volumes will contain 1,200,000 words.

The Historical Commission also was told 
that a study of the joint operation of the 
Dargan-Carver Library in Nashville in being 
made. The library is located in the Baptist 
Sunday School Board building and is 
operated by that board and the Historical 
Commission.

Cox said that the Commission has on 
microfilm all recoverable minutes of Bap
tist associations of churches in South 
Carolina, Texas, and Illinois. Minutes of 
associations in three other states are ex
pected to be microfilmed in the near future.

The Historical Commission adopted a 
resolution against becoming the judge in 
local controversies on matters of Baptist 
history.

It said that it will render all possible aid 
in uncovering historical facts, but that final 
adjudication of the controversy must be 
left to the parties involved rather than to 
the Commission.
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Many good things come In two’s 
You already have retirement benefits 
• . . NOW low-cost death benefits 

give you double protection.

i

$

FAMILY BENEFIT ENDORSEMENT
For only $2.08 a month, a man 37 years 
old can have:

$4,000 in death benefits
$8,000 in case of accidental death
His dues paid for him till age 65 in 
case of total and permanent disability

And no physical examination required. 
Rates increase each five years. You can 
pay your retirement dues and your

Family Benefit Endorsement in one 
check . . . and you can keep three months 
advance protection.

SEND ME RATES AND INFORMATION: I

Name_____________________________________

Add ress___________________________________

Retirement Plan।

Mail to: Relief and Annuity Board, ।
Baptist Building, Dallas 1, Texas

l ——------------------ ------------------------------------------------------ -----
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Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins writes a "letter back home" on

Opportunity and Responsibility in the West

Coming to join the faculty of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary after nearly a 
lifetime of teaching and administrative serv
ice at Southern, we are beginning to get ac
quainted with the school, the churches, the 
community, the Pacific Northwest. When 
we reached California we were delighted, as 
most newcomers are, with its beauty and 
charm, its climate and color, its cordiality 
and friendliness.

From Ridgecrest, following the Sunday 
school weeks, my wife and I drove to Rich
mond, Virginia, and Washington, D. C., on 
Baptist World Alliance business. We then 
sped on our way westward over the more 
than 700 miles of turnpike to Chicago. 
Route 30 took us through fertile fields and 
desolate wastelands to our destination—a 
long journey in terms of miles, but not so 
long in time due to the great stretches of 
straight and level roads.

The challenge to Southern Baptists of the 
Pacific Northwest, and especially the San 
Francisco Bay area, is not, however, that 
of climate and culture. Rather, it is that of 
Christlessness and cults. There is little or no 
unfriendliness to religion—just heartbreaking 
indifference. Actually, this is not greatly dif
ferent from other American metropolitan 
centers such as New York, Boston, or Chi
cago. It would seem that the bigger the city 
the more of the people who leave God out 
of their lives.

For the past decade people have been 
pouring into California from everywhere at 
the rate of one-half million a year. Census 
experts predict that Los Angeles will have a 
population of eleven and one-half million 
by 1970, the San Francisco area, four mil
lion. The majority of these new citizens will 
have come from towns and villages 
throughout the nation—most of them then, 
as now, having had previous church con
nections. To the multitudes of Southern 
Baptists already here will be added other 
multitudes. Shall they be, as many now are, 
“scattered abroad as sheep having no shep
herd?” Shall they by our neglect become 
the easy prey of religious cranks and charla
tans? Southern Baptists will bear a heavy 
burden of guilt and loss if this be true.

Tremendous population growth and peo
ple’s lack of rootage make this a happy 
hunting ground for cultists... It is both in
teresting and saddening to read the an
nouncements of church services in the 
church pages of the Saturday papers. One 
reads a varied assortment of invitations to 
attend meetings of Christian Scientists, Theo- 

sophists, faith healers, Yogi mystics, Mor
mons, and the like. A recent news story 
tells that “Meher Baba, a sixtey-two year 
old Indian mystic, who hasn’t spoken a word 
since 1925, swept silently into town yester
day with forty-five of his followers.” The 
story goes on to say that Baba is on a three- 
weeks tour of the United States, communi
cating with persons interested in his ideas 
by use of an elaborate series of hand signals. 
He writes that he is awaiting “the only real 
Word that was spoken in the beginningless 
beginning, as that Word alone is worth utter
ing.” With nothing whatever to say, he has 
attracted a considerable following!

Contrast with these cultists the earnest ■ AW *
groups of Southern Baptists who are seek
ing to communicate the saving gospel of 
Jesus Christ to restless and seeking multi
tudes. On Sunday, July 29—which chanced 
to be my birthday—California Baptists went 
afield to establish one hundered new branch 
Sunday schools, missions, and churches. A 
student told me of finding eighteen Southern 
Baptist families in a relatively small neigh
borhood. They were brought together in a 
rented store building and on July 29 were 
constituted into a church. There were ad
ditions on that Sunday, the prospect being 
good for a strong church in the course of a 
few years.

Golden Gate Seminary is the chief hope 
of the future of our Southern Baptist work 
in this vast area. It is being given strong and 
constructive leadership by President Harold 
K. Graves and Dean Carleton. The faculty 
is well chosen, capable, scholarly, and con
secrated. The student body for 1956-57 will 
fully measure up to the standards of our 
other convention seminaries. They will 
crowd to capacity Golden Gate’s present 
facilities.

The beautiful and spacious new campus 
across the Bay is being landscaped and will 
soon be ready for building operations. Delay 
in building will be expensive in many ways 
—students will be deprived of opportunity 
to attend, teaching will be under increasing 
difficulties, cost of construction will mount. 
By all means, the contract should be let by 
next spring or summer. The conviction that 
led me here has been confirmed that South
ern Baptists have inescapable obligation to 
help take this vast area for Christ, not as 
competitors of American Baptists, but as 
allies. Christian statesmanship calls for con
centration of concern on Golden Gate Semi
nary as the Key to Baptist conquest in this 
amazing mission field.

Encourage Rather Than Compel
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. An order 

making church attendance mandatory for 
soldiers at nearby Fort Carson was with
drawn by Major Gen. Thomas M. Watling- 
ton, commanding general of the 30,000- 
man post. He said he would amend the 
order to encourage church attendance 
rather than make it mandatory. “We are 
just as responsible for the spiritual welfare 
of the young men sent to us by the Amer
ican people as we are for seeing that they 
are well trained,” the general said.

Rev. and Mrs. F. Calvin Parker, mis
sionaries to Japan who are in the States on 
furlough, have moved from Jacksonville, 
Fla., to Louisville, Ky., where they may be 
addressed at A-l Seminary Village. Mr. 
Parker will study at Southern Seminary 
Mrs. Parker, formerly Harriett Hale, is a 
native of Hamblen County, and she and 
Mr. Parker make their permanent American 
home in Russellville.

The Southern Baptist Convention an
nual for 1956 will be released during the 
last of September and the first weeks of 
October.

The seventh annual edition of “Brewers 
Almanac” reports that altogether Americans 
consumed 85 million barrels of beer and 
ale in 1955, a gain of 2 per cent over 1954. 
Per capita consumption remained at 15.9 
gallons.

A survey conducted by the Youth Re
search Institute reveals that 81 per cent of 
youngsters eight-eighteen years of age in the 
United States receive formal allowances. An
other 16 per cent receive informal and ir
regular amounts while only 3 per cent get 
no allowance of any kind.

In Minnesota, convicted driving-while
drunk offenders are required to exchange 
their license plates for plates with special 
markings for a period of time. Cars with 
special markings are carefully watched by 
police officers. The law thus provides some 
protection for sober drivers and pedestrians 
in addition to punishing offenders.

Survey Bulletin

VIRCO Folding Chairs
For

SEATING COMFORT,
EASY HANDLING 

and
DURABLE WEAR

PRICED TO FIT 
YOUR 

CHURCH BUDGET

Visit your BAPTIST BOOK STORE
• . / a Free folder de-

OF write TOT scribing Virco Chairs.
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ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS, SEPTEMBER 2, 1956
Church S.S

Alcoa, Calvary ..................... .................
First . ------------------------------------

241
395

52
130 35

Athens, Antioch .................. — 188 50 ——
Bethel Springs ..................... ............. 42 ....
Bethsaida —............. .................. ............ 22 30 ....
East -..................................................— 489 136 — .
First ---------------- -------- -......... —......... 625 376 2
West End Mission ............_....... ........ 74 55 —
North ________________ _________ 218 45 2
Calhoun ..................... .......................... 148 57 —
Cambria ............ ............... ....... ........... 46 22 ....
Clear Springs ................... - ........... ... 83 49 1
Clearwater _............... .............. ......... 134 65 - -
Conasauga -- --- ---------------- ---------- 28 - •-
Decatur, First ................-.............— 114 39 1
Dixon Avenue _ _............... -— 83 - - •
Double Springs ........... ....................... 54 34 —
Eastanallc _ --------- ------------------- 75 67 - -
Englewood ......    -....... - 198 64 1
Etowah, East ----------------------------- 62 33 -...
Etowah, North --------- ---------------- 436 141 - -
Etowah, West —............ ...................... 39 27 ....
Five Point —............................ ........... 44 32 - -
Good Hope ----  -.....-................ ......... 20 —- ——
Good Snrinss . ........... - ________ 105 58 —_
Hiwassee ......   - 100 —• ——
Idlewild —-------------------------------- 83 56 —
Lake View — --------------------------- 66 49 ——
Lamontville....... ...... ..................... ....... 44 31 . ——
McMahan Calvary ... ....... ........ ....... 97 57 _ _
Mt. Harmony No. 1 .............  - 96 27 4
Mt. Harmony No. 2 . ....... ....... ....... 50 35
Mt. Pisga ----------------------------------- - 60 ... —
Mt. Verd ..... ...............  — 64 -- —
Marshall Hill ------------------------------ 73 - - —
Meadow Fork------- ----------------------
New Bethel -------------------- ------- —

36
96 25 —

New Hopewell ____  ___ _______ 75 _— — - . .
New Zion --------------------------------- 106 - —
Niota, East ------------------------ ---- —- 136 74 _—
Niota, First---------------------- ------ — 135 56 —
Oak Grove --------------------------------- 86 —— ——
Old Salem ............ —----------- 56 .. . ....
Pond Hill --------------------------------- 155 44 —-
Riceville ----------------------- ------------ 118 52 —
Rocky Mount----------------------------- 68 26 - -
Rodgers Creek .........   — 76 47
Sanford -------------------------------------- 51 42 —
Shiloh --------------------------------------- 74 45 -—
Short Creek--------------------------------- 128 94 —
South Liberty __________ ______ - 36 39
Stephensville .............- - - 15
Union Grove McMinn ---------------- 97 25 • ..
Union Grove Meigs ------------ ------ 78 52
Union Hill -------------- -------------- 56 .... —
Union McMinn ...... .......... ................. 125 —— ——
Valley Road ----------------------------- 80 — - ——
Valley View .---- ------ ----------------- 27 12 3
Walnut Grove -....................... ........ 51 47
West View .......... .............. ............... 109 56 3
Wild Wood .......... ............................ 94 .... ....
Zion Hill----- ------- ----- -----  --------- 83 43 .. •

Bolivar, First ------------------------- — 333 92 3
Chattanooga, Brainerd .......................... 986 333 10

Calvary --------- ----- -------------------- 314 78 2
Chamberlain Avenue .......................... 191 64 ..
Concord ............ ................. ................. 361 196 1
Eastdale .......... -............... ................... 437 118 3
East Lake ........ ................................... 558 122 5
Northside................... -...... 423 113 1
Red Bank...... ........................................ 924 308 8
Ridgedale ............ -................................. 578 170 3
Second ...... ........................................... 144 49 1

Clarksville, First ................................ 689 143 1
Cleveland, Calvary ......... _................ 191 70 1
Clinton, Second .................. ................... 372 93 5
Columbia, First ..... .................................. 533 188 ..

Riverview . ................................... 34 17 - .
Highland Park .................................. 274 161 . •

Cookeville, West View 188 66
Cowan ......................................

Mission ......... ..................................
Crossville, Emmanuel ......... ...........

167
42

104

75

33
Dandridge ............................ -................

Antioch .........................................
Deep Springs.......................- .
French Broad .......................................

110
20

113
52

56
24

1
Piedmont .........................................
Swans Chapel ............ . ......................

Dover, First ....................................
Dyer, New Bethlehem ...... ...................

110
112
91

186
45

102

-

Elizabethton, First .............................. 534 161 35
Fountain City, Central ...... ................. 1120 290 1

Smithwood ........................................... 710 256 3
Gallatin, First ...................... ........ .......... 600 116 4

West Eastland ............................... 44 17
Gleason, First ........................................... 200 40 ....
Greenbrier ______ ________ _____ 310 88 ....

Ridgetop Mission ..............................
Harriman, South ...................... ............

39
343 128 1

Henderson, First . ~............................ 220 78 1
Humboldt, Emmanuel .......................... 159 37 ....
Huntingdon, First .................................. 300 114 ..
Iron City ................„............................. 126 53 3
Jackson, North ..... ................................. 288 141 ..
Jefferson City, Buffalo Grove ____ 62 23 ....

Mansfield Gap .................... -............ 90 ....
Mill Spring ...................-__ _______ 100 54 ••••
Mountain View _________________ 96 .... ....
Northside ________ ________________ 180 55

Jellico, First ________________ ___ _. 228 49 ....
Johnson City, Central .......... .......... .... 653 148 3

Fall Street _____________________ 102 50 — - -
Temple _______________________ 251 104
Unaka Avenue ____ ___ ______ __ 219 96 2

Add Kenton, Macedonia _______________ 110 101
Kingsport, Glenwood .......... . ......... .. 324 90

Litz Manor ___________ _____ ____ 146 59
Knoxville, First ________ ___________ 886 180 1

Inskip ....... ................ ...... .............. . 635 123 3
Lincoln Park _____ __ ___________ 938 250
Sevier Heights .................................. 755 264 1
Wallace Memorial _________ __ _ 292 103 4

LaFollette, First .................................. 341 101
LaVergne, Mt. View .............................. 181 73 3
Lawrenceburg, First .............................. 277 97 1

Hoover Street ............. .................. ...... 19
Lebanon, First ....................................... 487 227

Southside ....... ........ ......... . 142 98
Upton Heights ___ __ __________ 32
Rocky Valley .............. ....................... 96 70

Lenoir City, Calvary ......... ............... 228 86
First ________________ ___ ___ ___ 550 182 1
Kingston Pike ............................. . 120 35

Lewisburg, First __ ____ ____ _____ __ 538 156
Martin, Central ........ ............... ....... ....... 229 57 5
Maury City ......... ..... ............. ......... ....... 135 65 1
Mt. Pleasant, First •,..... ........................ 189 111

Scott Town Mission ...... ................... 9
Anon Mission _________ ___ _____ _ 18 •
Sandy Hook _________ ________ 31
Swan Creek .—........................ ............ 17 .... ....

Due to delay in receiving 

the mail, because of the 

Labor Day holiday, a 

number of reports arrived 

too late to be included 

here.

McMinnville, Magness Memorial .... 339 100 --- —

Forest Park......... .............................. . 55
Northside ............ ............ —-................. 99 40

Madisonville, Chestua ___  ____ ___ 94 49
First ____________ ___ -............ ......... 295 126 2
Mission .... ____ - __  — 69 32

Maryville, Broadway ________ ____ — 547 198 1
Forest Hill .......................... ..... 245 90 3
Madison Avenue _____ ______  — 162 62

Memphis, Bellevue ....... .................. —. 2285 17
DeSota Heights ............ -............... —- 171 82
Temple -......... ............... .................. 1209 368

Milan, First ............ ............................... 493 134 i
Chapel Hill ................. ........  ............... 87 32
North Side . . ___________ ___ 154 68

Morristown, Buffalo Trail ________ 250 117 2
Murfreesboro, First ........ ............ ....... 571 114 1

Calvary ... _ ___________ _______ 66
Third _______ ____ _____  ____ ____ 319 106 3

Nashville, Belmont Heights ____  . 1055 278 2
Brookside ___________ _____ -...... — 60 15
Fairview __________ ____________ 119 51 3
First ____ . ........   . .. 1184 382 9
Grace . _____ ___ ____ ____________ 749 276
Graccland _____ ____ ___ __ __ 16 11
Grubbs Memorial _______________ 178 85
Inglewood __________ ___ ______ - 854 322
Cross Keys ..... ..............    — . 42
State School _________  __  .... ._ 102
Trinity Chapel ....................  ...... 74
Lincoya ......................... ...... 94 9
Neelys Bend _____  —............ ....... 101 34
Park Avenue ................... ....... ..... .... 697 185 1
Seventh ................ . .......... 246 88 1

New Market __________________ ___ 96 33
Dumplin _____ __________  —. 92 51
Flat Gap _________________ ____ .... 78 44
Good Hope _____ —...................... ... . 45 40
Nances Grove ...............  .. — 83 45
New Hope .. _________  __  ___ 87 52
Pleasant Grove .............  .... __ 112 83
Rockv Valiev 73 40

Oak Ridge, Robertsville .... ......... 639 188 1
Old Hickory^ First ____ ____ 501 150 3
Parsons, Calvary ____ .... . ___ 59 39

First . ___  -........................... 183 77
Pigeon Forge _____ ________  _____ 178 68 5
Rockwood, Eureka __  „ - . __ 109 77

White’s Creek . ................. — . 84 59 2
Rutledge, Oakland __ ____ _______ 131 39
Sevierville, First -------------------------- 559 124
Shop Springs . . ........ ............. 115 72
Strawberry Plains, Piney ____ . ___ 132 42

Beaver Creek ... .. ________ 84 59 3
Sweetwater, Oakland ................. ....... . 44 20
Talbott _ 93 60
Watertown, Round Lick ............. ....... 205 113
White Pine __ ______ __  _____ ______ 230 75

Nina ........................... ............................. 59

'. OF CHOICES, CANVASES, AND COLORS
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Mrs. James J. (Shirley) Jones, 298 Johnson Circle (W), Memphis 12, Tenn. Southern Baptists Assume 
Medical Clinic In Jordan

"This Nation Under?" Southern Baptists have assumed respon
sibility for a medical clinic in Taiybeh, 
Jordan, which has been under the direction 
of Anglican missionaries.

Wait just a minute before you finish the 
quote from Lincoln’s words at Gettysburg! 
Do you actually have a right to say that?

Just what IS America under? Is she 
actually under God as dedicated by our 
Pilgrim forefathers and pledged by our 
ancestors—or is she simply “under”—with 
the question fast arising of “under what?” 
Can she not be fast sinking under political 
intrigues, immorality, vulgarity, dishonesty 
and flagrant disobedience to God? Yes, and 
sinking under the pull of so-called Chris
tians who don’t have backbone enough to 
stand up for what they profess to believe 
is right! Cannot it be said of America that 
she is rapidly going down under the cor
ruption within herself?

In the life of King David of Isreal is a 
seemingly insignificant incident. A runner 
has been sent with the word that Absalom, 
his favorite son, was dead—killed in a 
revolt against his father. At this point the 
fastest runner in the army appears and 
wants to run for his king—but there is 
no message. “Nevertheless, I will run”, said 
Ahimaaz, and run he did—arriving before 
the messenger first dispatched. At his ap
pearance King David demands news of the 
battle and of his son. But Ahimaaz has no 
message.

Does this seem a pointless story to you? 
But think—what message are we in America 
carrying today? We are running—of that 
there is no debate—but are we running 
without a message? We in America have a 
wonderful message—a democratic message 
of deliverence from the shadows into the 
sunlight of freedom—and a Christian mes
sage of deliverance from despair to hope. 
But we are more and more hiding our 
message. Instead, we tell of a people who, 
with apparent unconcern, of churches only 
half-filled on Sunday, of a government re
questing a million dollars a year for liquor 
to entertain foreign ambassadors! We relate 
with obvious displeasure of a land where 
crime and immorality and political cor
ruption are quite obviously on the increase, 
but of a people more concerned about 
liquor taxes than about school taxes and 
about a Sunday movie referendum than 
about a Christian home for their children. 
Most of these people are church members 
—most of them profess to be Christians.

Most historians agree that a nation falls 
within herself—from her own filth and 
rot. This CAN happen to America! We 
who consider ourselves good and pure sit 
at home and click our tongues at the sin 
on the radio, on the television, going on 
around us. But we still just sit. We are 

horrified at church on Sunday when the 
preacher tells us that ten times as much 
money is spent on liquor and liquor adver
tising every year than is spent on all 
churches and church work combined! Can 
we take away the liquor industry’s right to 
advertise—no, that would be taking away 
their rights as Americans. But we can 
fight them—we can fight fire with fire! If 
we are only willing to let go one of our 
precious dollars to tell our cause and what 
we have to offer-using the same medium 
as our enemies!! This and many more prob
lems and vices of America grow—not be
cause they are hopeless—but because they 
are ignored!

Belshazzar of Babylonia saw the hand
writing on the wall too late to save his 
kingdom. But we in America must see in 
time—for we can save our nation—IF WE 
WILL!!! But we cannot save it by laughing 
in God’s face.

We can save it only by “standing every 
man in his place—’round about the camp”. 
Christianity is a positive Religion—and 
we must make a positive stand! This is 
not just the preachers’ job—not just the big 
leaders’ job—it is the job of every Amer
ican, of every Christian! “We’ve a story 
to tell to the nations”—but unless we take 
up the gauntlet flung in our face—unless we 
do tell the story we have—then it may well 
be taken from us and given to a country 
who will tell it with bravery and with con
viction.

When we in America realize this and 
take our stand for what is right, then— 
and only then—can we rightly say of her 
—“This nation under God”—and we 
SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE 
EARTH!

In 1952, when Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. 
MacLean asked Southern Baptists to take 
over the hospital in Ajloun, Jordan, the 
Foreign Mission Board provided funds for 
the clinic in Taiybeh. The directors of the 
trust fund that has maintained the clinic 
have now asked Southern Baptists to take 
over that project also.

Dr. and Mrs. L. August Lovegren, 
Southern Baptist missionaries who have 
been serving at the Ajloun hospital, have 
already moved to Taiybeh to direct the 
clinic. They are being assisted for the 
present by a British doctor and nurse.

Dr. and Mrs. Lorne E. Brown and three 
missionary nurses continue with the Ajloun 
hospital.

Books Received

Choice Social Programs for Students, 
one of a series of socials and banquets 
chosen from past issues of Baptist Sunday 
School Board periodicals. $.25.

Philippians: The Gospel at Work by 
Merrill C. Tenney; Eerdmans; 102 pp.; 
$2.00.

Mark’s Sketchbook of Christ by Helen 
J. Tenney; Eerdmans; 103 pp.
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Sunday school lesson for September 16, 1956

By O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Christ Speaks to His Churches
TEXTS: Revelation 1 to 3 (Larger)—Revelation 1:9-11, 17-18; 3:14-22 (Printed)— 

Revelation 3:20 (Golden)

The emphasis of the New Testament is 
upon “churches” rather than the “church”, 
as these seven letters of the larger lesson il
lustrate. The seven churches to whom the 
Spirit addressed the seven messages were 
typical then and typical now. What may be 
found and noted about them? What does 
Christ say to them and through them to us?

Ephesus: The Active Church (2:1-7)

It was sound in the faith but lacking in 
love. It was urged to repent or expect to 
have its candlestick removed. For victory if 
it would overcome, it was promised fruit 
of the tree of life. It is possible for a church 
to become so absorbed in orthodoxy that it 
loses sight of the urgent needs of the world. 
The writer of these notes calls to mind one 
such church located in Tennessee, promi
nent and influential, where this took place. 
For a number of years its chief concern was 
in trying to learn the time of Jesus’ Second 
Coming to the sad neglect of the cause of 
Missions. It finally experienced a shattering 
experience and is now expressing its love 
for a lost world in a worthy manner.

Smyrna: The Poor But Rich Church (2:8-11)

It was encouraged beforehand for the 
days of severe persecution. It was promised, 
if found faithful, “a crown of life” as well 
as security against the second death. We 
would do well to recall that God measures 
genuine wealth according to His own stand-

Beautifully Styled 

CHOIR and PULPIT
ROBES

Fine Materials — 
Pleasingly low prices

Write For FREE CATALOG

HARTLEY
RELIGIOUS VESTMENTS Div.

Nashville, Tenn.1811-F Church St.

ards. Surely the quality of life of the mem
bership, rather than the mere numbers on 
the rolls, is of supreme importance. Also, 
the Devil cannot touch the soul of God’s 
own. Life is a gift but the crown of life is 
an achievement.

Pergamos: The Heretical Church (2:12-17)

Its environment was exceedingly difficult 
but this acted as a hindrance instead of a 
help. Instead of it changing its environment 
for the better, it was succumbing to evil 
pressures from without. It was urged to 
repent or expect punishment of the severest 
sort. Hidden manna and secret identifica
tion were promised to the overcoming ones. 
Erroneous teaching is a deadly thing, caus
ing spiritual dry-rot to say nothing of in
tellectual snobbishness. One observed some 
years ago that a little learning is a danger
ous thing. No Christian need fear the dis
coveries of truth, in whatever area, so long 
as he follows the One who called Himself 
the Truth. Churches, like individual Chris
tians, are to be in the world but not of the 
world.

Thyatira: The Church of False Leadership 
(2:18-29)

Woes are pronouncedmpon a church that 
tolerates leadership under the dominance of 
the Devil. God will not bless a group that 
condones evil practices upon the part of 
those chosen to lead. The morning star, 
symbol of hope and light of the approaching 
day, will be furnished to the church that 
frees itself from the leadership of wicked 
men.

Sardis: The Dying Church (3:1-6)

It was evidently trying to live upon its 
past record. Some had not defiled them
selves with evil and were promised divine 
accompaniment as well as appropriate spirit
ual raiment. It is always tragic to find a 
church that looks backward rather than for
ward. If it permits the flow of divine power, 
unimpeded and cumulative, new life is sure 
to come.

Philadelphia: The Loyal Church (3:7-13)

Thank God for churches like this among 
us today! They always face the open door 
of opportunity and are vouchsafed eternal 
power and blessing. The Lord’s stamp of 
ownership and care are promised.

Laodicea: The Lukewarm Church (3:14-22)

The reader should ponder the warnings 
given here, for himself. They are specific. 
They are solemnizing. They are terrifying.

First Church Tullahoma 
Observing Centennial

Plans for the Centennial of First Baptist 
Church, Tullahoma, Dr. Tom Madden, pas
tor to be celebrated Sept. 16 include a 
note-burning at the morning service of 
worship, special music, recognition and 
presentation of the Church’s history. An 
old fashioned basket lunch will be served 
at noon on the grounds of the Vocational 
school with a homecoming and fellowship 
service in the afternoon. Rev. Oley Kidd 
pastor of the church from 1940-45 will be 
the speaker at the morning service and 
Rev. O. L. Rives, Professor of Bible- at 
Carson Newman College, Jefferson City, 
who was pastor of the Tullahoma Church 
from 1930-40, will be the speaker at the 
evening service.

Eleven were added to Macedonia Church, 
Kenton, in revival services with Isaac 
Jones of New Salem Church preaching 
and J. W. Corley of Bardsville, Ky., lead
ing the singing. Carl Viniard is pastor.

Mr. Jerry Douglas Lowrie was ordained 
to the ministry by Chinquepin Grove 
Church, Holston Association, August 31. 
Mr. Lowrie has recently been called as 
pastor of Sinking Valley Baptist church 
of Cannon, Ky.

Rev. and Mrs. Marvin L. Garrett, mis
sionaries to Southern Rhodesia who are in 
the States on emergency leave due to the 
illness of Mr. Garrett, may now be 
addressed at 3846 Constitution Drive, 
Dallas 20, Tex. Mr. Garrett is in Baylor 
Hospital in Dallas. Mr. Garrett is a native 
of Union City, Tenn.

Wilson County Association observed its 
third annual Intermediate Day ,program, 
August 26, under the direction of Associa- 
tional leader Mac Harvey. Pastor Richard 
Johnson and Smith Fork Church were hosts 
to 107 Intermediates and Young People. The 
activities of the day included a morning 
radio program, Sunday School, morning and 
afternoon worship services and dinner on 
the grounds.

Featured speakers for the occasion were 
Rev. Hiram LeMay, Pastor of the Una Bap
tist Church, and Dr. Lynn May of the His- ' 
torical Commission. Among the Interme
diates participating on the program were La
von Williams, Barbara Russell, and Don 
Hudson, Round Lick Church; Fay Jones, 
Melvin Sloan, Hurricane; Brenda Reece, 
Fairview; Linda Edwards, Emmanuel; and 
Barbara Hays, Prosperity.

The emphasis of this association upon 
training its youth is to be commended.

Page 14 Baptist and Reflector



Vke looting <§outk

Hi, there! How’s school? I’m getting 
anxious to hear from you. Have you gotten 
all of your new books? Are you studying 
new subjects this year? What do you think 
will be your favorite class?

What about the boys and girls in your 
class? Are there some new friends to whom 
you’ve had opportunity to be friendly?

Perhaps you are a new friend in some
body’s class. You may be one of our Young 
South friends who moved during the sum
mer and so are going to different schools. 
In these new places you are finding 
friendly classmates and teachers who want 
to help you learn and enjoy school.

If you are one of these “new” friends 
how about writing us about your new 
neighbors and some of your new expe
riences? We want to keep up with you. We 
like to be able to close our eyes and “see” 
you. Please help by keeping us up-to-date!

Today we have letters from four friends 
who want pen pals. Some have already 
discovered the fun of writing to boys and 
girls in other towns—friends they have 
never met face to face. As you read these 
letters, notice something especially interest
ing in each one.

From Theresa Kay Hudson, Route 3, 
Camden, Tennessee:

I am nine years of age. I go to school at 
Holladay, Tennessee. I go to the Baptist 
Church at Camden, Tennessee.

My birthday is July 24, and my hobbies 
are swimming and playing basketball. I 
would like very much to have some pen 
pals 8-12 years of age.

From Minnaware Cummings, Route 2, 
Goodlettesville, Tennessee:

I wrote to you about a year ago. I now 
have five pen pals and I enjoy writing to 
them. I have one pen pal who lives in New 
Zealand. Her name is Colleen White. She 
sent me one of her school workbooks and 
one of their newspapers.

My other pen pals live here in Tennessee. 
I have pictures of all but two of them. 
One of them, I wrote to about four days 
ago, and the other one I am going to write 
to tonight.

I read the Baptist and Reflector 
almost every week and I like it very much. 
Thank you for putting my letter in the 
Baptist and Reflector.

From Charlene Tucker, 2428 Hillside 
Drive, Nashville, Tennessee:

I have had a nice summer. This is my 
second time to write to you. I would like 
to have more pen pals. I want to get 
letters from friends 7-10 years old.

I like to dress up in clothes that aren’t 
mine. My hobbies are reading, writing 
letters, and collecting postcards. I will be 
nine years old October 13.

I like school very much. I live in a 
great big house with lots of trees. I go to

Eakin School and will be in the fourth 
grade when school starts. I would like for 
pen pals to send me a picture when they 
write to me. I promise to answer every 
letter I receive. Thank you for printing 
my letter.

From Becky Privett, 1579 E. Holmes 
Road, Memphis, Tennessee:

I am thirteen years old. I really live 
in Wichita, Kansas, but I am visiting Ten
nessee for the summer. My hobby is 
writing books. I want many pen pals and 
will answer every letter I get.

I imagine Becky has already gone back 
home to Wichita, but if you will write to 
her at the address where she visited, the 
folks there will probably be glad to for
ward your letters. It will be nice to have a 
friend in another state. There will be much 
for you to write about and to share.

I was particularly interested in Minna- 
ware Cummings’ letter. Are you wondering 
with me how she met her New Zealand 
friend? Do you reckon Colleen receives 
the Baptist and Reflector in faraway 
New Zealand and chose Minnaware’s letter 
to answer? I hope we can learn more about 
this.

Charlene’s letter is full of word pictures, 
isn’t it. We know lots about her now. If 
you choose to answer her letter, you’ll 
probably learn much more. Do you, too, 
like to dress up in a grown-up friend’s 
old clothes and pretend, as Charlene does?

Nine-year-old Theresa Kay must have 
had a good place to swim during the sum
mer. Now that the swimming season is 
over, she is probably spending more time 
on her other hobby, basketball. Perhaps she 
even has another hobby by now! She’ll tell 
you about it when you write to her.

Don’t forget that back-to-school letter 
you are to write me this week! I need it!

Love,
AUNT POLLY 

Belcourt at Sixteenth Avenue, N.
Nashville, Tenn.

5,000 = WANTED 
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Send for free catalog and price-list

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. D, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago, 5, III.

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

Once upon a time a young woman 
dreamed that a handsome prince rode up to 
her, scooped her up in his arms, kissed her 
and rode off into the night with her.

“Goodness!” she cried in a frightened 
voice, “Where are you taking me?”

“You tell me,” answered the prince 
sharply. “It’s your dream!”

Mrs. Jones had raised 9 children on a 
Michigan farm, fed them and the farm 
hands, done all her housework and helped 
with outdoor chores. She’d never been ill a 
day in her life. A doctor asked her secret.

“I constantly see young women,” he 
said, “who have only one or two children 
and whose homes are full of gadgets to 
lighten work, but who suffer from nervous 
exhaustion or psychosomatic aches and 
pains. How is it that you managed thru all 
these years never to have a nervous break
down?”

“You know, doctor,” said the hardwork
ing woman wistfully, “I’ve always wanted 
to have a nervous breakdown. But every 
time I was about to get around to it, it was 
time to fix somebody a meal.”

A midwestern motorist was touring 
through Boston, pulled up to the curb and 
asked a native, “Could you tell me a good 
place to stop at?” “I would suggest,” re
plied the Bostonian, “stopping just before 
the ‘at’.”

The bright pupil looked long and 
thoughtfully at the 2nd examination ques
tion, which read: “State the number of 
tons of coal shipped out of the U. S. in 
any given year.” Then his brow cleared 
and he wrote: “1492—none.”

A question on a physiology exam read: 
“How may one gain good posture.”

A country boy chewed his pencil, then 
wrote: “Keep the cows off it and let it 
grow a while.”

This year there are motor cars for the 
young in heart, for leaders in world affairs, 
for the man who demands the finest, and 
for those who look beyond tomorrow. Any
thing for those who just want to get to 
work and back?

Most of us don’t put our best foot 
forward until we get the other one in hot 
water.

Alfred: “My aunt said I was putting on 
weight, and I stepped on the scale to check.”

Millie: “How much did you weigh?”
Alfred: “I don’t know. When I looked 

down, I couldn’t see the scale.”
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Woman's Missionary Union

A NEW COMMUNITY MISSIONS SERVICE

Hong Kong College Expects 
Enrolment Of More
Than 150

BY MRS. T. M. DEATON, State Director

The familiar phrase “The blind lead
ing the blind” has taken on a new mean
ing in Memphis, Tennessee. For the phys
ically blind are leading the spiritually blind 
in two institutions to see and know the 
Light of the World. It is an interesting 
story how the Lord led a young woman 
over a period of years to begin this work.

Miss Catherine Gifford of Memphis was 
near the end of her duties to become a 
Director of Religious Education when she 
developed a serious eye infection. Three 
doctors concurred in the diagnosis that her 
vision might be greatly impaired. Perplexed, 
she sought guidance in her Bible. In John 
11:4 God seemed to be speaking to her, 
“This sickness is not unto death, but for the 
glory of God.” During a period of resting 
her eyes, and waiting, the Holy Spirit laid 
upon her heart the need for someone to 
work with the blind people.

Remembering the days when she had 
been dependent upon others to read to her, 
Miss Gifford thought of the blind who 
could not read God’s Word. As the Lord 
burdened her heart, he also prepared the 
people. One blind person told others until 
a group was formed who desired to start a 
Bible class. As she could not go all over 
the city to pick them up, sighted guides 
were enlisted to help. Soon the class out
grew homes and began meeting at Bellevue 
Baptist Church twice a month. Regular 
guides were assured by the W.M.U.’s of 
Shelby Co., making this a monthly Com
munity Missions project. The guides say 
they receive a great blessing from this 
service.

At first Miss Gifford conducted the 
class entirely. However she was gradually 
able to encourage the blind to lead in 
prayer, say verses of Scripture, lead the 
singing and give testimonies. The Bible 
lesson is taught by a sighted teacher, who 
is experienced. No Bible class is complete 
unless it challenges its members to witness 
to others at home and abroad. For their 
Community Missions the blind women have 
several fine activities. They visit blind shut- 
ins, reading the Bible, leading in prayer 
and giving testimonies. The shut-ins often 
request prayer of the larger group.

Once a month the blind white women go 
to Shelby Co., Hospital for the aged. The 
blind people take to the hospital inmates 
what they have actually learned in the 
previous Bible class. From their own mis
sionary fund the blind have provided a 
Talking Book machine together with rec
ords of the Bible for two divisions. They 
have also provided very large print Bibles 
for the day rooms.

During the past year the white blind 
women have been giving Bible lessons to 
patients at the Tennessee Home for In
curables. The blind women plan the whole 
program. For several days their telephones 
hum, as the various parts are assigned. 
Their programs amaze the patients in 
the Home. These blind people are helpless 
too, but they are happy and useful. One 
patient said “We are crippled, you are 
blind. We are both handicapped”. At the 
meetings the patients began to speak out, 
giving their testimony. Realizing how much 
joy the patients had in speaking, the blind 
decided to share the parts with them. This 
was their program. Now they talk among 
themselves about their individual parts and 
are excited when the day arrives.

The blind are attempting to reach around 
the world in foreign missions. Most of their 
mission offering goes to the eye hospital in 
Kane, Nigeria. Some goes to Mexico and 
some to South America for work with the 
blind.

There is also a Bible class for white 
blind men, which is held twice monthly. 
This is conducted by Mr. Charles Burch, 
who gives full time to work with the blind. 
A few years ago he married Miss Gifford 
and they carry on the'work together in a 
wonderful way.

The Negro work is an interesting part of 
the organization. The Negroes are real 
soul-winners. At each class they tell how 
they have used the lesson material to help 
others to find the Saviour. An unusual 
phase of the Negro work is the telephone 
teaching. White W.M.U. women each day 
telephone colored blind women and read 
the assigned scriptures, helping them to 
memorize and understand their meaning.

The entire work is largely dependent 
upon the W.M.U.’s of Shelby Co. A chair
man for the blind helps promote the work 
and keeps in touch with the society chair
man. In the past ten years many women 
have had the opportunity of being eyes for 
those who cannot see, and the blind have 
rediscovered the joy of Christian fellowship 
in the study of God’s Word.

The Bible study courses used in the blind 
work in Memphis set forth the plan of 
salvation so clearly that they have been 
put into Braille and are available to the 
blind anywhere free of charge. A blind 
man in South Dakota wrote “Before it is 
too late, I am anxious to start studying 
and preparing myself, with the help of the 
Lord, to win souls.”

As a new Community Missions service 
you or your society may assist the blind 
in your community to know the Word of

It is expected that the enrolment of the 
newly organized Hong Kong Baptist college 
will go beyond 150 by its opening date, 
September 10.

One hundred students from the more 
than 250 who took the first entrance 
examinations had been enrolled by August 
23. And 66 out of the 100 who sat for

the second entrance examinations have 
been accepted for the college, which is 
sponsored by the Hong Kong Baptist As- 
saociation.

Missionary Maurice J. Anderson, vice- 
president and dean of studies, reports that 
from the present trend in enrolment two 
thirds of the students body will be men. 
About half of the 40 per cent who are 
members of Christian churches are Baptists.

The students already enrolled will study 
in the following departments: civil en
gineering, foreign language and literature, 
sociology, mathematics and science, busi
ness administration, and Chinese literature 
and history. The school is also planning 
for a department of religion and philosophy.

Dr. Lam Chi Fung, chairman of the 
Hong Kong Association and a well-known 
businessman, is president; Miriam (Mrs. 
Samuel G.) Rankin, also a missionary, is 
registrar; Franklin Liu, director of religious 
education of the Pooi Ching Middle 
(a Baptist institution), is dean of stu®^, 
and Dr. Grace Chen, formerly editor Sfe-Sf 
Baptist Press in Hong Kong, is librar^|.^

The board of 27 trustees, elected b’Rm 
responsible to the Hong Kcng Baptij^^- 
sociation, is made up of both missioshfis 
and nationals. *

The college, which will meet temporarily 
at the Pooi Ching School, will add new 
classes year by year until four years of 
college work are offered. With a faculty 
of trained Christian teachers, it will give 
higher educational opportunities in an en
vironment that is scholarly and Christian. 
Teaching will be done in both Chinese and 
English.

The establishment of the Hong Kong 
College is the fulfilment of the ambition of 
Baptists for many years to have an institu
tion of higher learning in the South China 
area. Hong Kong Baptists have for many 
years operated Pooi Ching, Pooi To, and 
Henrietta Hall Shuck Memorial schools. 
In recent years they have established and 
operated a theological seminary.

God, either by placing a Braille Bible Study 
Course in their hands or by teaching them 
to memorize the Word of God over the 
telephone. If you are interested, Mr. and 
Mrs. Burch will be glad to furnish you 
either the lessons in Braille or the lessons 
adapted to telephone teaching. Their 
address is Mr. and Mrs. Charles Burch, 
The Christian Fellowship for the Blind, 
1759 Peabody Ave., Memphis, 4 Tenn.
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