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THUS SAITH THE PREACHER—

WHAT DO YOU WANT?
Dear Editor:

Most of us parents have been getting our Christmas “want list”. Not the things we 
want for ourselves, necessarily, although, secretly, we may be thinking about that 
and dropping subtle hints. I’m talking about the things our children want. One of 
my kids has a new Sears catalogue and has page markers all over the thing. By 
Christmas the list will grow considerably.

In one collegiate pre-Christmas gathering there was one co-ed who loudly protested . ‘ 
that she didn’t want “Santa Claus” to bring her anything. She was not merely the 
only girl in the family, but also an only child. For such a person to insist that she 
wanted nothing for Christmas caused comment about her unselfishness. However, she 
confided to a few friends that although she was asking for nothing, she was intensely 
eager for Santa to bring her mother a son-in-law.

Many of us become as confused as that co-ed. We feel that we are unselfish when 
actually we are far from it.

Really, now, what would be your answer if you had no time to collect your thoughts, 
arrange your ideas, and weigh your opinions? What would you want? If someone 
were to demand an immediate answer, say, within one minute, what do you want more 
than anything in the world? We may never have confessed our deepest desires to 
anyone. Frequently those desires are buried in our own subconscious. Expressed or 
unexpressed, however, they are real, and sometimes powerful.

There is nothing wrong in desiring something for ourselves. Even if we are thinking 
of Christian service, supposedly the height of unselfishness, we cannot share what we 
do not own. We cannot give away what we do not possess. We cannot give more than 
we have. So, we’d have to desire the Spirit of Christ if we want to share it with 
others.

As a matter of fact, Jesus not only recognized this basic fact, he announced it as 
one of his fundamental teachings. Mentally and spiritually we cannot give any more 
than we are in mind and heart. So, Jesus said we are to hunger and thirst for some
thing. We should deeply desire something, because the quality of our deeds, as well as 
the amount of our gifts, spiritual and otherwise, is necessarily dependent upon what 
we have and are. Therefore, Jesus said:

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall 
be satis-fied.”

Desiringly yours,'
G. Avery Lee
Ruston, La.

In keeping with our long-established cus
tom there will be no issue, December 27, 
during Christmas week.

Look for your paper again January 3, 
1957, when the Baptist and Reflector begins 
"s 123rd year of publication.
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Rev. and Mrs. Albert H. Dyson, Jr., 
missionaries to Nigeria announce the birth 
of a son, Floyd Brandon, on November 11 
in Ogbomosho. Their address is Baptist 
College, Iwo, Nigeria, West Africa. Mrs. 
Dyson, formerly Ruth Widick, is a native 
of Nashville, where she. and Mr. Dyson 
make their permanent American home.

Mrs. Mayme Ingram Wall, wife of Wood
row W. Wall, died November 30 in Knox
ville. In addition to her husband Mrs. Wall 
is survived by two children, Dickie, 10, 
and Cindy, 5. Mr. Wall is minister of music 
and assistant to the pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville. Before coming to the 
Knoxville Church Mr. Wall was professor 
in the School of Sacred Music of South
western Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, and 
then head of the Choral Department of 
Howard-Payne College, Brownwood, Texas.

E. H. Howard, associational missionary of 
Big Emory Association, led Beals Chapel 
Church, Lenior City, in revival services 
which resulted in 11 additions by baptism 
and 1 by letter.

J. Carl McCoy, missionary for Shelby 
Association, did the preaching at Kensing
ton Chapel. There were 11 additions.

The Mailbag
. . . For Dr. Maston's Article
e Thank you for your continuing good work in 
the Baptist and Reflector and innumerable articles 
so provocative and stimulating to thought. My 
special appreciation for Dr. Maston’s article on 
“The Heresy of Orthodoxy.” It is a jewel, should 
promote a great deal of ministerial humility and 
could well be brought to the attention of every 
theological student in the land.—J. E. Sharp, First' 
Baptist Church, Bells, Tenn.

. . . Against So-Called United Drives
• I am not a member of your denomination 
but by chance sometimes I read the “Reflector/’ 
I would just like to say that it is very admirable 
the stand some Baptists are making against so- 
called “United” drives for charities of a sectarian 
nature. Also I noticed the Baptists in Texas 
are opposed to teachers in religious garb (ob
viously nuns). More power to you in ydur fight 
against isms.—Morrison, Tenn.

LaBelle Church, Memphis, reports a 
revival in which the preaching was done 
by Robert E. Baker, assistant pastor, and 
the singing led by their minister of music, 
Donald H. Holton. There were 9 additions 
by profession, 8 by letter. There were three 
rededicatioas and one dedication of life 
for full time service. D. M. Renick is pastor.

• •
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by Bruce H. Price, First Baptist Church, Newport News, Va.

Fringe Benefits For Religious Employees

Fringe benefits for church and denomina
tional employees are often of value to both 
the employer and religious workers. By 
taking advantage of income tax laws some 
fringe benefits give the workers more take- 
home pay without cost to the employer.

Fringe benefits are additions to salaries, 
or something provided in whole or in part 
above salaries, such as extra services, goods 
dr funds.

In the business and industrial world, 
fringe benefits have become very popular 
and are increasing in number. More and 
more advantage is being taken of provisions 
in income tax laws to avoid taxes. The 
government encourages avoiding taxes, but 
will not permit one penny to be evaded. 
In a recent court decision, Judge Learned 
Hand said, “Anyone can arrange his affairs 
so that his taxes will be as low as possible.”

The chief object of fringe benefits is to 
relieve anxieties of employees about old 
age, sickness, disability and security of the 
family.

The oldest and best known fringe benefit 
received by pastors is a home provided by 
the church, rent-free. Some denominations 
have a custom of completely furnishing 
these homes. Baptists have not done this 
except occasionally a stove or refrigerator 
is provided. Churches can render a great 
service to the minister by placing in the 
home more of the furniture, especially 
where the pastor is on a limited salary. If 
the church has no home, a tax saving of 
20% to 25% of the amount paid for rent 
can be passed- on to the pastor or other 
ordained minister in full-time Christian 
work by designating the amount required 
for rent as rental allowance. Another sum 
may be designated for utilities which, like 
the rental allowance, is not reported for 
income tax purposes. Whether ministers 
of music and education may accept these 
benefits, tax-free, has not been decided by 
the officials in Washington.

Another fringe benefit enjoyed by many 
Christian workers is an annuity for old age. 
Usually when a church does not pay its 
part of the annuity cost, it is the fault of 
the worker and not the church. However, 
under the regular annuity plan of Southern 
Baptists the annuity is limited by not per
mitting payments on any part of a salary 
above $4,000. To offset this there is an
other kind of annuity offered by the Relief 
and Annuity Board which enables a pastor 
and church to take a second annuity on 
that part of the salary above $4,000. Though 
the income of this second annuity is much 
less in comparison with the regular annuity,

' , ’ - 1 * T • -
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it offers an opportunity for the pastor’s 
total annuity to be increased which is 
needed in these days of rising cost of 
living. More churches and pastors in the 
larger salary bracket, should consider this 
second annuity. A few churches pay the 
total annuity cost.

Social Security for all church and de
nominational employees offers a great op
portunity for an additional retirement in
come. Space will not permit listing the 
numerous benefits under Society Security. 
It is enough to say that Social Security 
is a must for the individual and his family, 
but it should always be an additional protec
tion to the annuity and disability offered 
by the denomination. The ordained minister 

• is responsible for all his Social Security 
payments, although if a church desires, 
there is nothing to keep it from paying 
half of the cost to the minister as is done 
for other employees, making it a fringe 
benefit.

Other fringe benefits usually given to 
church and denominational workers are: 
vacations, full pay when sick or when there 
is illness in the family requiring absence, 
expenses to the annual meeting of the state 
and Southern Baptist conventions, and 
perhaps to state and convention-wide as
semblies etc., and time off to hold some 
revival meetings or other service in other 
churches.

Hospitalization, medical care and group 
insurance have become the rule in many 
fields of labor but few religious organiza
tions offer to share the cost of such protec
tion. This is where the need is great and 
church leaders should be ready to accept 
these responsibilities.

The most obvious relief needed by pastors 
and other employees is an allowance of 
expenses for automobiles used in the work. 
Most churches refuse or neglect to grant 
any compensation for this purpose. This is 
hard to understand when practically all 
salaried workers in other fields are fur
nished a car and all car expenses or are 
paid on a mileage basis when cars are 
required in employment.

A man told me today that he receives 
eight cents a mile and I understand the 
government gives nine cents a mile for 
private cars used in government work.

It is not unreasonable to insist that Chris
tian workers deserve fringe benefits con
sidered to be just and reasonable by business 
and industry. The Christian philosophy of 
life makes it necessary for religious groups 
to be in front and not in the rear in 
providing adequately for employees.

There is the story of the Oxford professor 
who always tipped his hat to every stu
dent he passed. Some thought him eccen
tric but when asked for the reason, he 
replied, “I never know when I am greet
ing the next Prime Minister of Eng
land.”—Raymond Moreman. Educational 
Music Magazine.

A Chicago psychologist listed these rules for 
parents to insure their child’s happiness: 
avoid favoritism; don’t compare one child 
to another; set no unrealistic goals; don't 
expect the impossible; don’t be too dom
inating; don’t impose your own ambitions 
or hobbies; don’t be upset at what your 
neighbor’s children accomplish; don’t re
mind yourself constantly that you worked 
more and harder or had fewer privileges. 
—Sunshine Magazine.

The double task of theology is like that of 
Nehemiah’s workmen in the Bible. They 
were each provided with two implements, 
a sword and a trowel: they had to be 
equally ready to build and to fight. So 
theology which is only polemic goes 
around chopping off heads. Its aim may 
be accurate and its thrust deadly, But it 
builds no abiding city. Theology armed 
only with the trowel may be driven from 
the scene by some invasion of alien ideas, 
and so leave the city in defenseless con
fusion.—Kenneth Foreman, Register.
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary.

A great teacher is not simply one who 
imparts knowledge to his students, but 
one who awakens their interest in it and 
makes them eager to pursue it for them
selves. He is a spark plug, not a fuel 
pipe.—M. J. Berrill, Man’s Emerging 
Mind.

Blessed is the man who appreciates his own 
time too highly to waste the time of 
someone else.—Roy L. Smith.
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Observations

From Fears That Destroy

By
Owen

Christmas is far more than a day on the calendar. It is the day prophetic of deliver
ance. It is the day ushering in hope for the human heart. Ib is the day declaring the Sav
iour’s birth. It means deliverance from fears that destroy.

The very first words in the Christmas message are, “Fear not!” When Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judea, the first words used by the angels (Luke 2:10) to announce 
the event to humble men were these simple words so filled with significance, “Fear not!”

Deusner Re-elected 
For 10th Year

The Tennessee Baptist Press, Inc., in its 
meeting December 10 re-elected Rev. E. E. 
Deusner of Lexington as president for the 
10th year. Rev. Ralph Murray of Fountain 
City was elected vice-president, and Mr. 
Beecher Gentry of Cookeville re-elected 
secretary.

The directors welcomed Dr. W. E. 
Darby of Nashville as a new member 
elected by the Convention at Knox\ ille. 
The Press heard reports of progress con
cerning the Baptist and Reflector by the 
editor and business manager. The Press is 
an incorporated agency of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention having charge of publi
cation of the Baptist and Reflector and 
various printed matter tor the Convention.

If we could but understand the full mean
ing of Christmas we should, find ourselves 
delivered from our fears. The coming of 
God into our life in the person of Jesus, 
H.s Son, frees us from the fears that tyran
nize human life. These are. the fear of God 
Himself, the fear of life, the fear of death, 
the fear of the known and the unknown, the 
fear of our fellows, the fear of ourselves, 
the fear of the past, the fear of the present, 
the fear of the future.

It is fear that tears life to pieces. It is 
fear that paralyzes our good intentions. It 
is fear that digs an abyss between us and 
our fellow beings. It is fear that robs us of 
possible understanding and good will be
tween the races. It is fear that enslaves us 
to passions and prejudices. Fear of losing 
one’s privileges may lead to denying other’s 
rights. Nothing can be more disastrous than 
for life to be driven by destructive fear.

That’s why the first meaning of Jesus’ 
birth is declared in heaven’s assurance to 
earth, “Fear not!” The fear that destroys 
is to be supplanted by the fear that saves— 
the fear of God that means reverence and 
love for the Lord who came to redeem.

Confidence can only be rebuilt at this 
point and in This Person, Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, Immanuel, God incarnate, God 
with us. and among us, and in us!

The meaning, dignity and wonder of life 
are assured. God in Christ pledges it to us. 
Our lives are of infinite value.

Al! lives are of infinite value. God in 
Christ placed his value upon us all by 
proving that he loves us. And it is just this 
that creates value—God’s love. It was not 
man’s value as such that created God’s love 
for man. It was God’s love for man that 
created man’s value, dignity, and worth.

We will be haunted and driven by legions 
of fears if our look upon life is limited to 
earth. We can be delivered from the fears 
that destroy if by faith we look to Jesus 
Christ.

We must choose whether life shall be 
driven by fear or delivered through faith.

(
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Into Many Hemes
During the Convention year ending 

October 31, the Baptist and Reflector made 
its way into many homes.

During this time 3,012,927 copies of this 
paper have been printed, mailed and 
delivered to homes throughout this land, 
with some going to other countries.

Many people have had a part week by 
week in making this possible. We thank all 
who have shared in the process of writing, 
printing, distributing: authors, reporters, 
correspondents, office helpers, linotype 
operators, proof-readers, compositors, 
photographers, engravers, “stone-men”, 
pressmen, folders, stitchers, cutters, address
ers, truck drivers, .postal clerks, railway 
mail clerks, postmen. All these besides 
clerical help, bookkeeper, business manager 
and friends of the paper who have secured 
subscriptions to help keep the Baptist and 
Reflector going into the homes.

All this is simply to note that it takes 
many unseen hands working together to 
keep even a weekly journal such as this 
arriving in your mail box.

And after all daily life itself is an affair 
that makes us debtors to hundreds, even 
thousands of others, most of whom we may 
never meet. The part others contribute to 
making even little things available to us 
is very real, though sometimes unseen. We 
would like just here to say to all such, 
“Thank you,” for your very fine help in 
seeing to it that the Baptist and Reflector 
gets into homes over the land at the rate 
of more than three million a year.

One of the newer churches in the state 
of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, had thirteen char
ter members, all lepers. In the organizational 
meeting they were asked how many were 
tithers. Thirteen hands went up. Six months 
later the membership had doubled.—Frank 
K. Means, secretary for Latin America for 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Depending Upon God
The first Psalm likens the godly man to 

a tree. Not a wild tree, but a planted tree. 
Now no one plants a tree except he have a 
purpose in mind that the tree is to fulfill. 
Trees are planted to beautify the landscape, 
or to bear fruit, or to give shade. And 
when one plants a tree he sets it where it 
can have what it needs to grow—good soil, 
moisture, sunshine.

The tree of our parable is a tree set by 
a stream. It is a fruit tree. God is the 
planter and the provider of all that the 
tree needs. All the tree does is to depend 
upon God, to use what God provides for its 
growth and fruitfulness.

Sometimes it seems that our fate is tied 
up with our jobs, with the way we make our 
living. But the godly man is not dependent 
upon his job or his business primarily. The 
banks could close and life insurance com
panies fail without ruining God’s man.

The Christian is not dependent upon 
freedom from war, famine, and hard times. 
He is dependent upon God. Like Paul, he 
knows how to live victoriously regardless of 
outward circumstances.

The God of the righteous supplies “. . . 
all of your needs according -to his riches 
in glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.”-r- 
Erwin L. McDonald

No B&R December 27
You will not receive a Baptist and 

Reflector next Thursday, December 27. 
This issue will be omitted, as is our cus
tom each Christmas week.

The next issue will be Jan. 3, 1957 
when this paper begins its 123rd year of 
publication.

We ask your patience with us and with 
your postman at this season of the year 
when the mail is sometimes late.

Baptist and Reflector



1957 Budgets Set Up By State Board
The Executive Board of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention meeting, December 11, 
in the Baptist State Board building in Nash
ville adopted a State Mission budget for 
the coming year of $590,043.43 and 
Administrative and Promotional budgets 
totaling $268,211.73. These were approved 
upon recommendation of the new Executive 
Secretary, W. Fred Kendall.

Two new workers were approved upon 
recommendation of the Personnel Com
mittee through Chairman C. M. Pickier: J. 
Eugene Crane as director of Adult work in 
the Training Union Department, and Bob 
Patterson as superintendent in charge of 
Adult and Extension work in the Sunday 
School Department. Both are from Jackson, 
where Crane has been educational director 
at First Church and Patterson pastor of 
Westover Church.

Grants of $32,000 were made for pastor
aid. This recommendation was submitted 
by D. M. Renick of the Appropriations 
Committee.

The Board re-elected Dr. Ramsey Pollard 
of Knoxville as president; Rev. C. M. Pick
ier of Memphis, vice-president; Rev. E. E. 
Deusner of Lexington as recording secre
tary; and Dr. W. Fred Kendall of Nash
ville as executive secretary. Named to the 
Administrative Committee of the Executive 
Board were Ramsey Pollard, Ralph Norton, 
D. M. Renick, Hobart Ford, Roy W. Babb, 
Robert L. Orr, E. L. Williams, and ex 
officio members, J. Howard Young and E. 
E. Deusner.

The $268,211.73 budget for Administra
tive and Promotional expenses is inclusive 
of:

Administrative, $33,465.85 (past year’s 
expense, $38,236.41); General Promotion, 
$53,793.00 (past year’s expense, $60,650.- 
88); Care and Operation of State Board 
building, $22,352.28 (past year’s expense, 
$22,161.74); Woman's Missionary Union, 
$39,736.20 (past year’s expense, $37,311.- 
56; and Retirement Plans, $118,864.40 (past 
year’s expense, $104,167.73).

The administration and promotional 
costs, being concerned not only with the 
operation of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention but also with collection and ad
ministration of funds from Tennessee Bap
tists for the Southern Baptist Convention 
are deducted before the Cooperative Pro
gram dollar is divided between State and 
Southwide causes.

The new three-way division of Coopera
tive Program funds adopted by the State 
Convention for 1957 is on the basis of 44 
per cent for Southwide; 7 per cent for 
Capital Needs of Tennessee Baptist Schools; 
and 49 per cent for State causes, after two 
Thursday, December 20, 1956

preferred items have been deducted from 
the State’s part of receipts. These are: 
$50,000 for Baptist Memorial Hospital in 
Memphis, and a sum equal to 5 per cent of 
the State’s share of Cooperative receipts, 
for the Tennessee Baptist Foundation’s op
erations, the Education and Hospital Com
missions, the Historical Society, and Re
serve fund.

The following departmental budgets in
cluded in the $590,043.43 total State Mis
sion budget were adopted:

Promotion, $20,728.64 (past year’s ex
pense, $20,538.14); Student, $51,575.33 
(past year’s expense, $44,304.11); Sunday 
School, $61,915.00 (past year’s expense, 
$48,422.34); Brotherhood, $35,644.81 (past 
year’s expense, $28,757.00); Music, $19,- 
320.00 (past year’s expense, $17,103.54); 
Evangelism, $18,401.60 past year’s ex
pense, $18,072.51); Training Union, $58,- 
995.00 (past year’s expense, $50,384.61); 
Missions, $23,920.00 (past year’s expense, 
$21,368.53); City Missionaries, $29,446.00 
(last year’s expense, $19,114.76).

Other missionary budgets included Spe
cial, Negroes, and City Directors of Edu
cation, $19,830.00 (last year’s expense, 
$22,926.01); Mission Pastors, $35,000 (last 
year’s expense, $34,160.60); Special Ex
pansion and Adjustment, $10,000; Associa- 
tional Missions, $47,350.00 (last year’s ex
pense, $43,006.08); Camp Department, 
$14,546.67.

Other budgets for Preachers’ Schools, Off 
Campus Extension, Ministerial Aid and 
Capital Needs of Student Centers, $35,500.- 
00.

All these budgets are to be cared for 
out of the State’s share of Cooperative 
Program receipts. The Tennessee Baptist 
Press operations are not cared for out of 
the Cooperative Program, but receipts from 
subscriptions to, and advertising in' the 
Baptist and Reflector.

The Executive Board approved another 
State wide World Mission Conference, ar
rangements for which will be announced 
at the earliest possible date.

The Board agreed to continue a study 
of Social Security for Board employees. 
It looked with favor upon securing a Secre
tary of Stewardship as soon as financial re
ceipts can care for this work (which will 
not be a new department but a projection 
of the work under the Executive Secretary.

It was announced that the Church Loan 
work had been transferred to the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation. The Board expects a 
report at a later date from its Committee 
on a study of Homes For the Aged. Chair
man Pollard stated that he had not yet 
named the Committee to make a re-study 

of Cooperative Program receipts alloca
tions.

Other action by the Board included the 
following: .

Referral of all requests for the purchase 
of church lots for amounts above $2,000 
to the Administrative Committee for final 
decision.

Reception from Dr. O. W. Taylor of 
the manuscript on a first volume on History 
of Tennessee Baptists which he has just 
completed. Publication has been referred 
to the Administrative Committee. Dr. Tay
lor expects to begin work on the second 
of the three volume series at an early date.

Election of the following committees 
nominated by Herbert Gabhart. chairman, 
and W. C. Summar, Raymond DeArmond, 
Howard Young. Oscar Nelson, and D. P. 
McFarland (composing the Board’s Com
mittee on Committees):

Administrative, Ramsey Pollard, Chair
man, J. Howard Young, Ex Officio. Ralph 
Norton, E. L. Williams. D. M. Renick, 
Hobart Ford, Robert L. Orr, Roy Babb and 
E. E. Deusner, Ex Officio.

Appropriations. A. D. Foreman, Carl 
Giers, E. Gibson Davis, Chairman, Floyd 
Cates, Victor Brown, D. D. Smothers and 
David Byrd.

Audit, Wallace Carrier, Harry McNeeley, 
Robert A. Sanders and Raymond DeAr
mond.

Christian Education, Robert McCan, E. 
E. Deusner, Robert Palmer, Chairman, and 
Dan Lawler.

Manuscript and History, O. E. Turner, 
Chairman, B. B. Powers, Robert G. Lee, 
Carroll Owen, and Jimmy Catlett.

Children’s Homes, Jonas Stewart, W. C. 
Summar, and James Byler.

Promotion, Herbert Gabhart, Chairman, 
M. W. Egerton and E. N. Pack.

Student Union, D. P. McFarland, Chair
man, Francis Warden, and Eugene Fleming.

Training Union, Oscar Nelson, Chairman, 
Harold Malone, and W. T. Flynt.

Brotherhood, J. R. Claypool, G. P. 
Brownlow, and B. W. Potts.

Sunday School, O. O. Smith, Wendell 
Price, and I. Cecil Frazier.

Hospital, H. W. Cobb, Chairman, W. H. 
Lodwick, and J. D. Hancox.

Personnel, C. M. Pickier, J. E. Ledbetter, 
Lacy Freeman, T. L. Alexander, and B. 
Frank Collins.

Evangelism, Ramsey Pollard, C. M. Pick
ier, and J. Howard.. Young.

Pace 5



By Glenn E. Bryant, Grant Avenue Baptist Church, Springfield, Missouri

Do You Believe in Santa Claus?

There are those who would steal from 
us the joy and blessings of the yuletide 
season. They say that Christmas is pagan 
in origin and that Christians should not 
take part in a heathen festival. Others say 
that the word Christmas means “Christ’s 
Mass” and that non-catholics should not 
participate in its celebration. But why 
should these things hinder our observance 
of the birthday of Christ? We are not 
commemorating some pagan festival or 
observing mass. We are observing the birth
day of Jesus. Many have made the Lord’s 
Day a holiday instead of a Holy Day, but 
does that mean we should abolish it?

Easter is also of pagan origin. It is a 
heathen rite of the Teutonic tribes of Cen
tral Europe. This rite is held in honor of 
the death of winter, the birth of a new 
year, and the return of the sun. The word 
Easter itself comes from the name of a 
pagan goddess of spring, Eostre. So, should 
we not abolish Easter also?

Then some feel that we should not 
celebrate Christmas because we are not sure 
that December 25 is the actual day on 
which Jesus was born. Well, I would be 
the last one to try to convince you that it 
was, because December 25 was not adopted 
as the birthdate of our Lord until the fourth 
century, and then only in the West. Even 
today, in the East, Christmas is celebrated 
on January 6. The probability is Jesus was 
not bom in December, because shepherds 
did not lodge with their sheep in mid-winter. 
But to me, when he was born is not 
nearly as important as the fact of his 
birth.

Some feel that to observe Christmas is 
to disobey the scriptures. They quote 
Galatians 4:10, where Paul said, “Ye are 
observing days, months, seasons, years, I’m 
beginning to fear that I have bestowed my 
labor on you for nothing.” But Paul was 
not referring to Christmas, he was saying 
to the Galatian Christians, you have been 
redeemed by the blood of Christ, you are 
under grace, not the law, so you don’t 
have to observe days and seasons of the 
Law of Moses.

A perfectly conscientious Christian 
woman said, “We are not commanded to 
observe Christmas, so I believe it is wrong 
to do so.” Of course, I could have said, 
“The Bible doesn’t command us to wash 
our teeth either, but it’s a pretty good 
idea just the same.” Christmas, is not com
pulsory, it isn’t a legal matter; so, if you 
don’t want to observe Christmas, don’t do 
it, but please be big enough not to impose 

your opinion on someone else who does 
want to.

Some people feel that giving presents on 
Christmas is conducive to selfishness; that it 
encourages people to give only to those 
from whom they expect to receive. And 
I suppose this is true to a certain extent. I 
certainly can’t deny that some people give 
because they feel obligated, rather than 
because they want to. “Oh, I’ve got to get a 
gift for Helen because I know she will 
get me something!” But on the other 
hand, it can also be said that Christmas 
genders the grace of generosity. Boys and 
girls save their money to buy presents for 
Mom and Dad. Others give to the poor— 
the sick. Christmas can bring out selfish
ness or generosity, depending on the in
dividual.

There are some evils however, that 
should be guarded against in observing 
Christ’s birthday. For example, the evils of 
commercialism. Last year, according to the 
report from Dunn and Bradstreet, Christ
mas spending exceeded seventeen billion 
dollars: one hundred million for Christmas 
trees; three hundred thousand on Santa’s 
whiskers; one hundred and sixty-five mil
lion for jewelry; three hundred million for 
toys; one hundred and twenty million for 
turkey and poultry. This does not include 
millions spent on holiday dinners that cost 
from twelve to twenty dollars a plate, and 
whiskeys that cost from three to fifty 
dollars.

Christmas has become the season of big 
business—a season for money making and 
personal profit. Some places of business fill 
their -counters with cheap merchandise and 
then on the rising tide of a buying hysteria, 
sell at high prices. You can find a “Merry 
Christmas” in attractive letters on every
thing from cheap picture cards to a bottle 
liquor.

On Christmas Day all over America, 
tens of thousands of drooling, bleary-eyed 
men, women, and youth will be staggering 
up and down the streets or sprawling over 
bars, too drunk to even hold up their 
heads. The names of God and Christ will 
be shrieked out in curses. This to some is 
Christmas!

Another danger we need to guard against 
is religious specialization. The danger of 
setting aside one day to celebrate the birth 
of Christ and after that day forgetting about 
him until the next year. To the Christian, 
every day is Christmas Day.

The third evil is the one you have been 
afraid I would mention. It is never right 

to tell a lie, but to connect a lie with the , 
birth of Christ is just about as cruel a 
thing as one could possibly do. No matter 
how much we desire to have fun with the 
children, we should not do it at the expense 
of truth. I believe it should be made per
fectly clear that Christ is the.giver of every 
good gift. I believe that Santa Claus can 
symbolize the Spirit of Christ just as Uncle 
Sam symbolizes the Spirit of Democracy. 
And as long as it is perfectly clear that 
Old St. Nick is but a symbol of Christ and 
that Christ is the giver of every good and 
perfect gift, it is not a lie. I believe in 
Santa Claus and so do my three children, 
because to us he is the symbol of wisdom, 
love, generosity, impartiality, joy, peace, 
and happiness that comes through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

Some feel that it would be better to 
substitute a manager for a tree, but is it 
not true that a manager can be as mislead
ing as a tree? We do not worship a baby 
in a manger, but a risen, redeeming, re
turning Saviour.

Yes, in spite of the prostitution, com
mercialization, and exploitation of the Yule- 
tide Season, the Christ of Christmas con
tinues steadfast and changeless in its mean
ing and potential blessing. There is no 
doubt that its benefits outweigh its abuses!

Christmas is a season when home is 
foremost in our thoughts. Christmas is a 
time for family reunion. In these few days, 
from every part of the land, thousands have 
been traveling back to the old home by bus', 
automobile, train, and airplane. Loved ones 
are together again, family ties are renewed. 
This one fact alone justifies the observance 
of Christmas.

Christmas is a time for music. Think 
how much of our best music, hymns, carols, 
oratories, center around the Birth of our 
Lord.

Christmas is a season of sharing—our 
food, clothing, our time, our money, our 
love, our Lord. We live in a world that’s 
saturated with suspicion, fear, and hatred 
and Christmas reminds men that God so 
loved the World that he gave His only 
begotten Son! Shall we dispense with Christ
mas? A thousand times “no!” The world 
needs it today as never before.

ASSOCIATIONAL

MINUTES
\ -

► We are especially equipped to 
produce your annual reports . . . 
promptly, efficiently, and econom
ically.

Te/epfione CH 2-6594

CURLEY PRINTING COMPANY
412 Demonbreun St • Nashville/ Tenn.
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FAIRVIEW BROTHERHOOD-ROYAL AMBASSADORS WORK TOGETHER

Pastor Boyd LeCroy of Fairview Church, 
Paris, believes in using his Brotherhood and 
Royal Ambassadors. Not only have the 
men supported their own Brotherhood but 
have supported a Young Men’s Brother
hood, age seventeen through twenty-four. 
These two Brotherhood organizations to
gether have organized strong Junior and 
Intermediate Royal Ambassador Chapters.

One is interested in the approximately 
one hundred (100) boys who have passed 
through the Intermediate Royal Ambas
sadors and the fact that 75% of the boys 
won to Christ in this Church have been 
won through the Royal Ambassadors. From 

the ranks of these boys have come two 
volunteers for specific Christian service in 
the ministry and mission fields.

A warning comes from the Brotherhood 
men of this Church. The men had better be 
“on the Ball” or the Young Men’s Brother
hood will embarrass them.

First row: (left to right) Brownie Man- 
nard, Mike Sweeney, Terry Hastings, John
nie Hudson, Leon Moore, Tommie Witten- 
ger, Ronald Harney, Don Jackson, Bob 
Whittinger, John Dale French.

Second row, Jimmie Rowlette, Tommie 
Warnock, Clanton Parker, Albert Dale 

Quinn. Bobbie Campbell. Larry Snow, Earl 
Dowdy, Jimmy Hastings.

Standing, Chestley Rowlette Leon Myers. 
William Throgmartin. Hassell Hay, Jackie 
LeCroy, Charlie Cherry, Billie Mosley, Rev. 
Boyd LeCroy, Pastor. Jerry Snow. Billie 
Moore. Counselor. Junior Royal Ambas
sadors, Tommie Wimberly, Rev. Quincy 
Gregson, Eddie Joe Chrisman, Rev. J. H. 
Harvey. Associational Missionary, Gary 
Genuso, Bill Ridinger_ Counselor. Inter
mediate Roval Ambassadors. Jimmv Snow. 
Harold Norwood, Jimm\ Carter. Charles 
Gillespie, Counselor. Junior Royal Ambas
sadors.

She Gave Up The Life 
Of A Catholic Nun

EL PASO, Tex.—(BP)—She was once a 
Roman Catholic nun who taught catechism 
in a girls’ school. Now she is a devout Bap
tist, an evangelist among her Catholic 
friends and a tireless worker in First 
Baptist Church here.

This is what makes Mrs. Steve Cantrill 
t ' unusual.

Such a summary can scarcely be a sur
face observation of Mrs. Cantrill, known to 
hundreds in El Paso as benefactor and 
friend.

The kindly gray-haired churchwoman is 
head of the welfare work of First Baptist 
Church, superintendent of Primary depart
ments in Sunday school and Baptist Training 
Union, and teacher of study courses.

At home with her equally consecrated 
husband, the Cantrills observe family altar 
and try to keep out of their home anything 
they believe will be displeasing to Christ.

Her husband is a deacon, teaches a 
men’s Sunday school class, and is active in 
Brotherhood and Training Union as well. .

Mrs. Cantrill says the thing that surprises

most of her Catholic friends is the fact that 
she has absolutely no regrets about leaving 
the Catholic Church.

She was reared a Catholic, attended a 
Catholic school, and taught for nine years. 
She gave up the life of a Catholic nun be
cause she felt that she could no longer give 
blind obedience and say compulsory prayers.

She simply wrote a letter to the “mother 
superior” at the convent, went home to a 
sister, and, with the Pope’s permission, laid 
aside her nun’s attire.

Mrs. Cantrill has never been persecuted. 
She reports she is still regarded as someone 
in need of prayer because she has been 
led astray by the Baptists and is “doomed 
to hell” for committing the “mortal sin of 
disbelief and disobedience.”

Her friends among the Catholics of El 
Paso are many, for her evangelical and wel
fare work among them is a work of love. 
She seeks only to help them know her Lord 
as Saviour and find the inner peace and 
happiness which has come to her.

One of the hardest beliefs Catholics have 
to overcome in accepting a new faith is 
that pertaining to the “eucharist,” says Mrs. 
Cantrill. Catholics believe the bread and 
wine used in the Lord’s Supper literally be
come Christ’s body and blood, and worship 
them as a living Saviour.

Charles L. Norton 
Mary Anderson 
Betty Jo Corum 
Mrs. Jesse Meek 
Mrs. Stuart Magee 
Helen Jarrett

FROM THE 
TRAINING UNION 

DEPARTMENT
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WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION

A-l Woman's Missionary 
Societies 1955-56

Beech River, Parson; Beulah, Tiptonville; 
Big Emory, Riverside, South Harriman, 
Trenton St., Walnut Hill; Big Hatchie, 
Brighton, First; Ripley, First; Bledsoe, New 
Hope.

Carroll-Benton, Camden, First; Hunting
don, First; Clinton, Robertsville, South 
Clinton, Oak Ridge, Central; Crockett, 
Bells. Friendship, Maury City; Cumberland, 
Kenwood; Cumberland Co., Crossville, First; 
Emmanuel; East Tennessee, Denton, Forest 
Hill, Newport, Second; Pleasant Grove, 
Union.

Hamilton Co., Chamberlain Ave., Con
cord, Eastdale, East Lake, Edgewood, Mc
Carty, Northside.

Hardeman Co., Grand Junction; Holston, 
Kingsport, Glenwood, Snow Chapel; Knox 
Co., Black Oak Heights, Broadway, Central, 
Bearden. Smithwood, Wallace Memorial, 
Powell. First; Loudon, Pleasant Hill; Madi
son-Chester, Parkburg, Poplar Heights; 
Maury, Highland Park, Columbia; Hohen
wald, Mt. Pleasant.

Nashville, Brook Hollow, Crievewood, 
Edgefield, Grandview. Harpeth Heights, In
glewood. Park Avenue, Radnor, Seventh; 
New Duck River, Lewisburg, First; Shelby
ville, First; New Salem, New Middleton.

Polk Co., Mine City; Shelby Co., Ard
more, Beverly Hills, Colonial, First, Mem
phis, Glenview, Highland Heights, McLean, 
Seventh St., Southland, Trinity, Wood- 
stock; Stewart, Dover; Stone, West View, 
Cookeville; Tennessee Valley, Salem, Spring 
City. First; Wolf Creek; Weakley Co., Cen
tral, Martin.

A-l Full Graded Woman's 
Missionary Unions 1955-56

Robertsville Church, Oak Ridge, Clinton 
Association, W. C. Summer, pastor; Mrs. 
W. P. Constance, W.M.S. president; Mrs. 
Roy Cheatwood, W.M.U. youth director.

Emmanuel Church, Crossville, Cumber
land County Association, Glen Melton, pas
tor; Mrs. Russel Honeycutt, W.M.S. presi
dent; Mrs. Glen Melton, W.M.U. youth di
rector.

East Lake Church, Chattanooga, Hamil
ton Association, Livy Cope, pastor; Mrs. R. 
L. Henry, W.M.S. president; Mrs. Tom A. 
Foster, W.M.U. youth director.

Grand Junction Church, Grand Junction, 
Hardeman Association, Clyde Mayfield, 
pastor; Mrs. John Eldridge, W.M.S. presi
dent; Mrs. Earl Tipler, W.M.U. youth direc
tor.

Wallace Memorial Church, Knoxville, 
Knox Association, A. W. Parker, pastor; 
Mrs. D. G. Cockrum, W.M.S. president; 
Mrs. A. W. Parker, W.M.U. youth director.

Highland Heights Church, Memphis, 
Shelby Association, S. A. Murphy, pastor; 
Mrs. Harry Sharp, W.M.S. president; Mrs. 
W. M. Hatcher, W.M.U. youth director.

Our greatest need is spiritual power, 
spiritual discernment, direct contact with 
the Heavenly Father. As he guides us in 
the solution of daily problems, you will 
have part in our work if you are praying 
for us.—Edgar F. Hallock, Jr., missionary 
to South Brazil.

Growth Requires More 
Denominational Workers

NASHVILLE — (BP) — The Southern 
Baptist Convention’s program to establish 
30,000 new preaching stations by 1964 will 
increase the demand for pastors and church 
workers, members of the Convention Execu
tive Committee learned at their meeting here 
recently.

Allen W. Graves, dean of religious educa
tion at Southern Baptist Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., described the need for denomina
tion workers. He is chairman of the Con
vention’s committee on Christian vocations.

The committee on Christian vocations 
recommended that tracts and other litera
ture be published to tell young people about 
Christian vocations. Church libraries were 
asked to expand their shelves on vocations.

“We found that one of the most serious 
problems was the lack of information on 
the part of young people, their parents, and 
church leaders about the nature of a divine 
call, the needs and qualifications for service 
in church-related vocations,” Graves re
ported for the committee.

“We found a serious lack of guidance 
materials,” he added.

The committee on Christian vocations 
asked the Baptist Sunday School Board to 
consider employing a staff member to serve 
in the field of church-related vocations.

It also wants the 1957 Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting May 28 in Chicago to 
continue the life of the committee for an
other year. This, according to Graves, will 
permit the committee “to complete its study 
and to assist in establishing the proposed 
program.”

STATE EVANGELISTIC CONFERENCE—JANUARY 21-23
Belmont Heights Baptist Church—Nashville

God bless you on this Christmas day 
And keep you in His care;

God grant you peace and happiness
And answer earnest prayer.

—W.M.U. Office Personnel

The following is the list of hotels and tourist courts as published by the Nashville 
Chamber of Commerce. Please make your own reservation.

Allen
Andrew Jackson 
Clarkston 
Hermitage 
James Robertson 
Maxwell House
Noel
Sam Davis
Savoy

Alamo Plaza Hotel Courts 
Biltmore Hotel Courts 
Colony Hotel Courts 
Drake Hotel Courts 
Belle Meade Motel 
Mercury Courts, Inc.
Sandras
Starr Motel 
Vanderbilt Plaza 
York Hotel Court 
Travelers Rest

LEADING NASHVILLE HOTELS 
2004 West End Avenue
314 Sixth Avenue, North
315 Seventh Avenue, North
231 Sixth Avenue, North
118 Seventh Avenue, North 
207 Fourth Avenue, North
202 Fourth Avenue, North
132 Seventh Avenue, North
142 Seventh Avenue, North 

LEADING NASHVILLE TOURIST COURTS
450 Murfreesboro Road 
2406 Franklin Road
1608 Murfreesboro Road 
420 Murfreesboro Road 
Harding Road
411 Murfreesboro Road 
1314 Murfreesboro Road 
Dickerson Road
1404 Dickerson Road
2501 Franklin Road 
Brentwood .Tennessee

Route 70S
Route 31

Route 70S
Route 70S

Route 70S
Route 70S

Route 31W
Route 31W

Route 31
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SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

SEASONS GREETINGS MM,° Tennessee Topics
by ROY W. BABB, Winchester

Jesse Daniel Maurine Elder

Kathleen Aycock Lois Nugent

First Church, Nashville, called Marion 
Hayes as educational director . . . now at 
Shawnee, Okla. ... a Chattanooga native 
. . . graduate of Carson-Newman and Louis
ville seminary ... at Oak Ridge before 
going to Shawnee.

Onus J. Roper of Park City near Fay
etteville is now serving as pastor of Liberty 
and Oak Grove Church in Franklin County.

Tracy City Church has made gains in 
enrolment, baptisms, and giving during the 
past year under the leadership of Pastor 
Beecher Hammons.

Frances Smothers

NEW WORKER

Bob Patterson

May you have the gladness 

of Christmas 

which is Hope 
d

The Spirit of Christmas 

which is Peace

The heart of Christmas 

which is Love
ay, December 20, 1956

On January 1, 1957, Mr. Bob Patterson 
of Jackson, Tennessee, will join the Sunday 
School Department as Superintendent in 
charge of Adult and Extension work.

Mr. Patterson was born in Louisville, 
Kentucky. His father is now Area Mis
sionary in Monroe and Ittawamba Counties 
in Northeast Mississippi. He finished White
haven High School, Whitehaven, Tennessee, 
in 1943; Mississippi College, Clinton, Mis
sissippi, in 1948 with B. A. degree; New Or
leans Baptist Theological Seminary in 1952 
with B. D. degree.

He has served pastorates in Calhoun and 
Pontotoc and Gulf Coast Associations in 
Mississippi during college and seminary days 
and went to Westover Baptist Church, Jack- 
son, Tennessee, in January, 1953. Since that 
time the Sunday school has been depart- 
mentized and reached the Standard of Ex
cellence in 1955-56. Three out of four Va
cation Bible schools have been standard. 
A new auditorium has been constructed with 
seating capacity of 500, plus considerable 
educational space.

Mr. and Mrs. Patterson have two 
children, Robbie Anne, 7, and Philip Wayne, 
5.

We welcome Mr. Patterson to our de
partment and know that he will mean much 
to Sunday school work in Tennessee.

Life Service Band of Belmont College 
conducted evening service at Springfield 
Church Dec. 2. Joan Stevenson is presi
dent; A. W. Powell, Song Leader; and 
Audrea Sperlick, organist.

Madison Street Mission, Nashville, re
cently turned out 105 strong to hold mid
week prayer service in BSSB chapel. The 
group enjoyed the Bible Week exhibit.

Bordeaux Church ordained Hillus Dalton 
and Tom Barrett as deacons. James C. 
Barry of BSSB is now serving as interim 
pastor.

Sam Brooks has moved from Hurricane 
Church to Rocky Valley Church in Wilson 
Ass’n. He is now on the field in a full- 
time ministry. E. C. Sisk and Carl Price, 
Baylor student, have been supplying for 
Rocky Valley.

Allan C. Prior of Mossman Church. 
Sydney, Australia, has been a guest of 

. BSSB to study publishing and education 
work. He was guest speaker at Belmont 
Heights and First Church, Nashville.

Edgefield Church, Nashville, during the 
past 5 years under the leadership of J. T. 
Spurlin has increased membership 627; 311 
by baptism . . . offering totaled $263,852.33 
. . . $42,000 Woodcock Chapel has been 
built and paid for, all debts are paid, new 
work started.

Christian sympathy is extended to Chap
lain Fred L. Bell of Baptist Hospital, in the 
death of his mother, Mrs. Eunice Bell of 
Lexington, Ky.

William Talley of Southern Seminary 
directed the music at First Church, Donel- 
son, W. L. Baker, pastor, December 9. 
Missionaries Mary Lucille Saunders and 
Virginia Mathis from the Philippines spoke 
at the evening service. The church has 
elected a Committee on Committees com
posed of Fred Odum, chairman; Richard 
Davis, Wm. E. Brown, John Brothers, 
Howard Moore, D. W. Cantrell and Lewis 
G. Ping, Jr.

SOUTHERN 
DESK CO.
HICKORY, N. <3.
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Students from many nations enjoying Miss Jane Ray Bean, Student Department, 
sumptuous Thanksgiving Dinner. Baptist Sunday School Board, leads dis

cussion in which she hears what the for
eign students think of the Americans.

Thirty-seven Nations Represented 
At International Student Retreat

town College, Georgetown, Kentucky, and 
Dr. John A. Barry, President, Coker Col
lege, Hartsville, South Carolina. Following 
each of their lectures, the students were 
given a chance to ask questions and to 
share their opinions. There was a chance 
for everyone to speak.

In addition to the formal lectures to the 
entire group, smaller discussion groups 
were held on the following subjects: “Bar
riers to World Peace,” “Christianity vs. 
Communism,” “Social Implications of Radi
ation,” and “What the Foreign Student 
Expects of the American.” No effort was 
made to get the students to make any 
kind of commitment, but it was apparent 
that even those that were not professed 
Christians received a new appreciation for 
Christianity and a new desire for informa
tion about Christ. This was expressed in a 
statement of one student, which he wrote: 
“Since I am not a Christian, I like to have 
more deep knowledge of your Christianity.”

The Oak Ridge meeting was the second 
such retreat in which the Baptist Student 
Unions of Kentucky and Tennessee have 
cooperated. The first was held a year ago at 
Mammoth Cave National Park.

Thanksgiving has assumed new meaning 
tor the 211 International Students, Amer
ican Students, Student Directors, and 
Faculty Membexs that gathered Thanks
giving evening at the Oak Terrace Restau
rant in Oak Ridge. Of the 211 in attendance, 
153 were students and medical interns 
from 37 nations outside of the United 
States. To see them gathered around an 
American Thanksgiving table, many in 
native dress and speaking in many tongues, 
meant a new hope was being kindled for 
more international good will.

Religious backgrounds were as varied as 
their dress and customs. Their registration 

showed 24 Baptist, 19 Christian, 15 Mos
lem, 13 Roman Catholic, 11 Methodist, 9 
Presbyterian, 6 Buddhist, 5 Greek Orthodox, 
5 Lutheran, 4 Hindu, 3 Congregational, 2 
Protestant, 1 Church of England, 1 Bahai, 1 
Episcopalian, 1 Gregorian, 1 Zorastrian, 33 
no faith. It was a time for fellowship and 
fun, but more important, a time for dis
cussions on personal religion.

The serious part of the program was 
planned for the definite ^purpose of present
ing the claims of Christ. Messages were 
given by Dr. Ralph Overman, Head of the 
Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies; Dr. 
George Redding, Bible Professor, George-

All the major campuses in Tennessee 
were represented at this meeting. Promo
tion of the retreat for Tennessee was 
directed by the Department of Student 
Work of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
The individual promotion on the campus 
was carried through the local Baptist Stu
dent Unions. The International Students 
came to the meeting as guests. Their ex
penses were provided through a Community 
Missions effort by many women’s mis
sionary groups throughout the State. Pro
motion of this Community Missions effort 
was done by the State W.M.U. Department. 
Baptist student groups, as well as Interna
tional Students, feel a keen sense of ap
preciation for their generosity.

Dr. Ralph Overman demonstrating the 
mechanical hands to International Stu
dents in the Museum of Atomic Energy.

Miss Mary Mills, State W.M.U. Secretary, studies 
map which shows the nations represented at the 
Retreat.

Miss Myra Benson, a native of 
India, and student at Scarrit Col
lege, performs during talent 
hour.
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by Carl A. Clark, Associate Professor, Pastoral Ministry and Rural Church Work, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas

How To Keep Your Pastor

Rural churches have suffered notoriously 
because of short pastorates.

I studied the forty-six year history of a 
Southern Baptist Church. For this entire 
time the length of service of its pastors 
averaged ten and one-third months. No 
wonder the church was almost dead.

A friend studied forty churches in one 
Association and discovered that the average 
length of pastoral service was eight months.

Too often I have heard members of a 
rural church say, “We can’t keep a pastor 
very long for a city church will soon offer 
him a larger salary and he will move”. I 
heard a deacon say, “Why did our pastor 
leave? Don’t we pay enough salary?” The 
deacons of another church told me, “We 
sure did like our pastor, but he was just 
too big for us. We knew we couldn’t keep 
him long.”

I am sure there are many things which 
the pastors themselves can do to lengthen 
their period of service in rural churches. 
However, I would like to say something 
to you deacons and you other church mem
bers as to what you can do to help your 
pastor stay longer in your church.

Support Him
I think you are conscious of the fact 

that no pastor can do a good service in a 
brief period of time. It has been frequently 
said that it takes a man from one to three 
years to get fully acquainted with a rural 
congregation. If this is true, it means the 
average pastor who stays a year or eighteen 
months only stays barely long enough to get 
acquainted. About the time he is ready to 
settle down to constructive leadership, he 
moves. If you want to prevent these frequent 
moves, and I believe you do, consider a few 
very practical things.

First, are you paying the pastor enough 
for him and his family to have a decent 
living? You farmers talk a lot about 
parity prices for farm products. How about 
parity for the preacher? Remember it takes 
just as much, if not more, for the pastor 
to live as for you and your family. If he 
has two or three or four children, there 
are financial demands upon him comparable 
to those made upon you if you have the 
same size family. Many preachers are 
serving today for salaries which actually 
have less purchasing power than they were 
getting ten or fifteen years ago. Because 
of the inflation, don’t compare the actual 
number of dollars, but make a comparison 
of the purchasing power of those dollars 
in comparison to what you were paying ten 
or fifteen years ago. Just for example, a 
Thurspay, December 20, 1956

new car today costs approximately two and 
one-half times what it did fifteen years ago. 
(Please keep in mind that- the pastor not 
only has living expenses, but is seriously 
involved in the matter of automobile ex
penses.) The rural pastors I know travel 
from 25,000 to 35,000 miles each year. I 
don’t know what it costs them but I can 
tell you what it costs me. I find I cannot 
drive a car 25,000 miles a year, which 
means I wear out a car every two or three 
years, for less than approximately $2,000 
per year, counting the purchase of the new 
car as well as operating expenses. This 
experience of mine is based on using the 
lowest priced cars. Speaking very plainly 
then, are you paying your pastor enough 
that he can pay $1,500 or $2,000 or maybe 
more actual car expense each year and have 
enough left over for the usual living ex
penses?

We would suggest also that you check 
up on the pastor’s home occasionally. I 
have seen a good many pastors become 
discouraged because the church took no 
interest in the kind of home in which they 
required him to live. I believe if you will 
check up occasionally to see that the pas
tor’s home is in good repair and to make 
any improvements which the church is able 
to make, you will go a long way toward 
keeping your pastor satisfied. I suspect 
the main point is that you do not wait for 
the pastor to ask for or demand repairs on 
the home. You take the initiative and you 
will make him happy.

Encourage Him
I have observed that many pastors of 

small town and country churches become 
extremely discouraged because of the mo
notony and lack of progress in their church
es. I believe you who are laymen in the 
church can do a lot to overcome this type of 
pessimistic attitude. Do not allow your pas
tor to feel that he is as lonely as Elijah on 
Mt. Carmel. Of course, your pastor appre
ciates a word of encouragement. Speak to 
him after the sermon and brag on him. I 
believe it would do even more good if 
occasionally you would go out of your way 
to speak an encouraging word. This lets 
him know you really mean it.

I believe you can encourage your pastor 
a great deal by avoiding controversies, 
especially haggling over small details. Avoid 
creating issues and contentions, for these 
certainly make a pastor restless. Work 
diligently for a progressive unity in the 
fellowship of your church and you will do 
much to keep your pastor happy., If you 

have a young man as your pastor, par
ticularly a college or seminary student, be 
considerate of his youth and avoid creating 
those situations which make him confused 
and frustrated.

Above all, be loyal to your church. Your 
attendance is small. Your pastor can count. 
A half-hearted congregation on Sunday 
morning will create a depressive attitude 
in the mind of the pastor for the whole 
week. Your faithfulness and loyalty can 
keep a church going no matter how small 
it may be. It certainly will give your pastor 
a great challenge. /

Keep your church looking up. Don’t 
always harp on the past and how wonderful 
it was and how the church is going down. 
Help your members to look to the future 
and plan for the future in your church. I 
have observed that a young man will corne 
nearer to staying as pastor of a small 
church if he feels that the church has a 
future, than he will a much larger church 
if he feels that church and community is 
on the way down. He is interested in a 
growing situation. Keep your church grow
ing and you will more nearly keep your 
pastor.

Follow Him
Since you have called your pastor to be 

the leader of your church, now by all means 
follow his leadership. Do not demand that 
your pastor lay out programs for your 
church and then constantly vote down bis 
recommendations. If he is to lead, give 
him a chance to prove that he can lead. 
I do not mean that everyone of you follow 
blindly ill-advised leadership. I do mean, 
however, that every member of your church 
ought to back up the pastor to the limit of 
his ability.

Do not reject a suggestion simply because 
it is new. The program your pastor recom
mends may be new to you, but it has very 
likely been tried for fifteen or twenty years 
in other churches. Just because it is new 
does not mean that it will not work. If your 
pastor brings out something new, try it out 
and see if it will work. It might be the 
best thing you ever did.

If you really want your pastor to stay 
longer so that he can build more securely, I 
believe you can do it by creating a few 
attitudes that will make it more conducive 
for him to stay. I believe your pastor will 
match anything you do for him with a 
comparable dedication to your church.

™°‘prjL ™
-- Shy
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ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS, DECEMBER 9, 1956
Church S.S. T.U. Add.

Alcoa. Calvary --------------- ------------------- 261 78 ——

Central ____________ __ ___________ 206 112
First ______ __ _________ ________ 485 182 —

Mission ______________________ 49 _ - -
Athens, Antioch _________ _________ 199 52 ■ ■■ ■ ■

East ----- --------------------------------------------- 459 151
first ... ___________._______ 685 236 4
Avalton Heights __ _____________ 33
West End Mission _____________ 105 48 __
North _______________ ____________ 251 84 46
Calhoun ________________________ 118 45 1
Clear Springs _________ _________ 109 59 —. ..

Ukarwater _____________________ 133 45 23
DiKon Avenue ____ _______________ 88 - -
Double Springs..... ............................... 49 28 - -
Etowah. East __ _________________ 62 38 -
Etowah. North __________________ 474 166 ---
Etowah. West __________________ 50 20 w—■»

Fut Poin' ______________________ 50 26 - - - -
Good Spnngs-------------------- ---- --------- 97 63 —

Hiwassee ____________ __ _________ 89 - —_ - -
laicwild ________________________ 58 35 _____

Lake X icw --------------------------------------- 65 38 - - - -
Lamoni wile __________________ 32 42 -
M. \1 than Cals ary ______________ 104 53 __
Mt Harmony No. 1______________ 111 34 —

Mt Hannons No. 2 ------- --------------- 50 30 —

Mt. Pisga ____________________ 39 - - a - -- -
Mi. Vcid .......... ..................... — 64 44
Marshall Hill ..........  . _______ 60 W — 9

Meadow Fork ____________________ 39 _
New Bethel ---------------------------------- 83 20 —
New Hopewell __________________ 83 M-M
N vv Z.on __ _____________________ 103 63 - - -
Old Samern_______________________ 44
Pend Hill _________ l___________ 146 27 9
Rocks Mount-------------------------------- -- 58 .... — - -
Sanrord ________________ __ 63 45 2
Snort Creek ______________ 141 72 2
Union G’ove McMinn_____ — 88 38 20
Valle} Road ________ _____ _____ 68
V alley X kw ____-_______ - ____ 18 12 —-
Walnut Giove __________ ________ 47 29 —
West Wew ______________________ 86 56 3
\\ ild XX ood______________________ 110 80 -
Zion Hill . . ---------------------- 70 45

Auburnto* n. Auburn______________ 113 61 * ' *
Bobs ar, First _____ _______________ 333 107 2
Bristol. Calvary----------------------------------- 395 106 ——

Mission . -------------------------- 40 22 ....
fennvssce Avenue ----------------------- 568 181 5

B meet 01 first --------------------------- 167 52 3
Byrdstown. First _________________ 125 61
Chapel HUI. Sm>rna __________ ___ 104 94 . --
Chattanooga, Chamberlain Avenue 201 64 M..

Concord • - . ____ ______________ 414 187 -
East Lake ------------- ------------------------- 600 165 1
East Ridge --------- ----------------------------- 832 279 12
McCariy —--------------------------- 108 68
North Market ------ ---------------------------- 156 53 2
Ridgeci i st ---------- ---------------------------- 90 46 ....
Ridge view ________________ ______ 267 130 1
Second ---------- ---------------------------- 160 51 «...
South Seminole . — —....... ....... 1 15 58 3
Whitwell. First__________________ 208 47 ....

Clarksville. First ________________ 664 200 1
Clew land. Big Spring______________ 329 159

Cals ary ___________________________ 218 82 —_ .. /

First _____________________________ 585 210 2
Galilee ____________________________ 47 —— —_

North ---------------------------------------------- 273 112 ••••
Waterville ______________________ 115 69

Clinton. Second_____________________ 469 161 2
South _____________________ 229 74 ■MB —.

Columbia, First_____________________ 484 161
Riverview _____________________
Highland Park ........  - .

53
298

28
164

—

Cookeville. First __________________ 508 179 3
W st View _____________________ 203 87 ■ - -

Crossville, First------- ---- ---------------------- 219 80 —

Emmanuel _______________________ 126 51 -- --
West Side ____ _____ _____________ 11 M
Mt. View ___ __________________

Dandridge. Antioch .. „ __  ____
46
30

44
12

—

Det p Springs _____________________ 104 -
French Broad _____________________ 42 ....
Pledmoni ______________________ 118 68 .. ..

Dayton, First ______________________ 251 102 2
Cove Mission_____________________ 45 _— - - - -
Morgantown ----------------------------------- 40 w— • M*.

Dover. First ______________________ 80 41
Decatur, first ----------------------------------- 120 54
Dyersburg. First -------- ----------------- 700 230 2
Elizabethton. First ...... ................. ........ 638 163

Reservoir Hill .................. .................... 26 ...«
Oak Street ----------- ---------------------- 157 87

Engl wood, First _____ ____________ 193 64 — -
Erwin. Calvary ...... ........................ .......... 272 70 —

H

(EljurcIjJfumiture
Circular and

Pews—Pulpit

Straight 

Furniture 

Designs—

Write for Catalog A

Hr BUDDE A WEIS MFG. CO.
JACKSON, TENNESSEE

Etowah, First ______________________  392
Foumain City, Central _____________  1239

First _____    503
Smith wood .....................  824

Fowlkes ................?._________________ 106
Friendship ........   156
Gallatin, First ____________________ 538

West Eastland ........ .................. .......... 46
Gladeville _____  162
Gkason. First _____________________ 191
Greenback. Niles Ferry 115
Greenbrier   261

Ridgetop Mission  33
Harriman, South ________________  342

Walnut Hill ___ 267
Henderson, Antioch  90

First    215
Humboldt, Antioch  233

First    549
Huntingdon, First ___ ______________ 277
Iron City  97
Jackson, Calvary ____   621

First _____   800
Noith ____  285
Parkview _ 424
Pleasant Plains  95
West   928

Jefferson City, Mill Spring 107
Northside _________    211

Jellico. First ________________ 222
Johnson City. Temple 292

Unaka' Avmue  320
Kenton, Macedonia  98
Kingsport, Cedar Grove 248

First ............... 867
Glenwood ___   409
Litz Manor__ .____________________ 180
Lynn Garden---------------------------------- 519

Kingston, First  487
Knoxville. Bell Avenue 873

Belmont Heights ________________ 236
Broadway    1274
Central (Beatden)--------------------------- 385
Fifth Avenue _____________________847
Glenwood ____ 402
Inskip ................. 757
Lincoln Park 1051
Mt Olive____________________________272
Meridian____418
North . - 408
Sevier Heights  719
Branch   18
Wallace Memorial 350

LaFollette, First ........ 336
LaGuardo 113
Lawrenceburg, First 266

Hoover Street --------------------------- 20
Lebanon. Cedar Grove 93

Fairview  233
Lenoir City, Beals Chapel------------------- 1U0

Calvary ..--------------------------------------- 225
Dixie Lee ... ...... ......................................... 181
First __ 605
Kingston Pike 107

Lewisburg. First 529
Loudon. First ...---- ------------------------------- 355

Mission--------------------------------------------- 98
Prospect -----------------------------------.------ 130

Lynnville-------------------------------------— 47
Malesus ...... 206
Marlin, Central---------------------------------------223

Fii st  380
Southside------------------------------------------- 54

Maury City — .......   105
McMinnville, Magness Memorial — 337

Forest Park ______________________ 38
Northside ---------  85

Madisonville, Chestua------------------------------ 105
First ----------------------------------------------- 312
Mission .................  67

Maryville. Broadway------------------------------564
Everitt Hills ------------------------------ 507
Madison Avenue 178

Memphis, Ardmore-------------------------- 501
Bap.ist Center ---------------------------- 45
Bartlett ___________________________ 265
Bellevue ------------------------------------ 2643
Beverly Hills---------------------------------------479
Boulevard r----------------------------------- 748
Brooks Road 166
Central Avenue 934
Cherokee -------------------------------------- 761
Cheri y Road --------------------------------- 189
DeSota Heights------------------------------ 221
East Park ---------------------------------- 119
Elliston Avenue----------------------------------- 163
Eudora ------ --------------------------------------- 610
First ---------------   1203
Forest Hill ------------------------------------- 87
Frayser —------------  809
Germantown —------  102
Graceland ---------------------------------- 291
Graham Heights --------------------------- 170
Greenlaw ------------------------------ 190
Highland Heights .......... 1294
Kennedy ------------------------------------------ 479
Kensington -------------------------------------- 65
LaBelle ---- ------------------------------------- 508
LaBelle Chapel ------------------------------- 343
LaBelle Mission------------------------------- 37
Lamar Heights ------------------------------- 697
LeaClair ------------------------------------------ 88
Leawood ---------------------------------------- - 721
Levi ______________________________ 297
Lucy .. ------------------------- --------— 78
Mallory Heights ------------------------------- 217
Malcomb Avenue--------------------------- 222
McLean .   542
Millington, First---------------------------401

100 
339 
207 
335

78
80

148
26 
59
58
48
85
26

117
69
48

103
82 

165
96
63 

241 
200
115 
122
35 

492
58

69 
118 
145
62 

124 
231
134
85 

129 
250 
178
53 

521 
209 
329 
152 
213 
355

86
115 
137
304

21 
145 
110
59 

104

47
82 
57
95
91

247
59 

206
96 
37
49 
31

110
63 
94
41
52

101

42 
42

145
47 

229 
185
64 

140

125 
1078
235 
260

90 
354 
372

79 
106
50 
96

198 
348

30 
312

44 
121
98 

131 
675 
165
24 

239

20 
276

30 
264 
138
56 
56

110 
166

208

Mullins Station ............. —........ — 91 67
New Hope ---------------------------------- 73 6
Park Avenue __ — -...... ...~ 535 144 10

639 279Parkway ---------------------------------- 3
Poplar Avenue ........................—1• 366 116 3
Prescott Memorial ...... ........ ... 648 238 1
Rak igh-------------------------------— — — 539 189 1
Scenic . ----------------------------------- 14? 47 6
Seventh Street ___ _____ - —- . 550 190 3
Southland ............ .... ....................... 239 113
Southmoor --------------------------------- — 237 107 —
Temple ----- ------------ ----- -------------- 1201 406 7
Thrifthaven ......................    — 316 133 3

1063 366Union Avenue ___ ____ ______
Vanuys ......... .... ................ .......... 51 43
Wells Station . .......... — 418 188 1

7West . . ........................ -..... 501 147
Whitten Memorial ...................... 154 48
Winchester ................. .......... 138 58 2

Milan. Chapel Hill _____________ * ——• ^9 51
First ............... . .......... — 436 169 1
Northside ....... ..... .. ......... 157 69

Morristown, Buffalo Trail . — 272 137
Ml. Pleasant, First ...............  . 193 106

Arrow Mines   ........—- -  - 18
Sandy Hook ... _ ... . . 30

20Scott Town ___ _____  _____
Swan Crc^k ____ __  - ! 6

Murtreesb' ro, First ___ .... 169548 2
Calvary —................................. - 84
Mt. V»ow ....... ........ ..................... 132 43
Powell’s Chapel ............. ............... 128 68

285Third . ....................... .... 98
68Woodbury Road .... ........... 128

Nashville, Antioch ______  __ .... 86 42 1
Belmont Heights .. _________ 1129 369 1
Brookside ------------------- 52 36
Madison Street Mission _ . 104 37
Donclson ...........      ... 607 187 3
Easlland ... _  — ... ........ 647 151
Fairview ___ _ ______  .... . 133 48
Jordonia Chapel ..... .............  ... _ 35 42
First ______ .... __  _____ _ 1206 474 1
Cora Tibbs _______ . ___ 79 39
Franklin ...........    . .. 226 77 3
Grace .... .................. 858 356 1
Grassland ______ ______ 16 16
Inglewood 905 379 8
State Training ............ ..................... 90
Cross Keys ..............- 43
Trinity Chapel_______________ 71 -
Neclvs Bend ___ _______  ... . 104 53 9
Richland ... _________ _________ 213 78 5
Scottsboro __ __ ______ ... 95 67
Woodmont ........ — .. . 562 238 3

New Market ... ............ . 101 36
Du mp 1 in ______________________ 97 55 -
Flai Gap ___  . ... 129 56 13
Nances Grove ________________ 77 43
Niw Hope ___  .. .. . 87 46
Rocky Valley .. .........    . 98 50

Ni wport. English Creek________ 80 36 ■ ■ ■ ■
Oak Ridge, Central _______ ______ 601 143 5

Robertsville __ _____ _ ___ . . 743 199
Paris, Fairview ......................... ..... 170 90
Parsons. Calvary _______________ 57 43 MM
Philadelphia — . 180 31
Pigeon Forge ........      . 207 70 3
Portland, First ................................. 265 72 1
Red Boiling Springs, First______ 31 —- 1
Riceville. First ___  __ 138 43
Ripley, First ___________ 402 109
Rockwood, Eureka __________  . 112 74

First ...............  .. .... 507 215 2
Pond Grove_________________ ___ —___ 133 62
Whites Crick ..................  .... 76 64

Rogersville, Hmard’s Chapel ___ ...... 211 126 4
Rutledge. Oakland ... . ______ .. 104 36
Sevierville, First .. ______ ____ 616 164 5
Shelbyville, Edgemont ___ .. ___ 173 77
Shop Springs ______ _________ 122 66 MM
Strawberry Plains, Beaver Creek — - « 57 48 ■ ■■■
Swci twater, First ... ........... ...... 416 102 1
Talbott . - ___  _  — - -...... 100 59
Toone ..........    .. 116 69
Tullahoma, Highland ................ 167 112 3

Grace Mission _______  .. 111 65
Rutledge Falls_______________ 113 65 MM

Union City, First_______________ ■ 664 223
Samburg ........... ................... . 83 52

Watertown, Round Lick________ 191 90
White Pine . .... 258 106 7

Nina __ _______________________ 51

CHURCH 
FURNITURE

Pulpit Furniture, Offering Plates.
Pews, Register Boards. Sunday 

School Chairs and Tables.
Write for illustrations, prices

Clear Creek Baptist School 
PJLNEV1LL£, KI.
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Tennessee Topics
EDWIN E. DEUSNER, Lexington

Boulevard Church, Memphis added 15 
to its membership from revival services in 
which J. Eldrane Williams was the evan
gelist. He is a former pastor at Park Avenue 
Church in Memphis.

The church at Puryear, W. A. Farmer, 
pastor, extended a call to Dan Erwin, 
Murray, Ky., to be part time minister of 
music. Wade L. Carter, Ardmore Church, 
Memphis, will assist Puryear in the Spring 
revival, March 31-April 7.

Open House for the new gymnasium and 
Warren F. Jones Hall (the girls dormitory) 
was held on November 9. These spacious 
buildings add much to the campus of Union 
University.

Robert G. Lee, Memphis, spoke at Park 
Cities Church, Dallas, on the occasion of 
their entrance into the new two million 
dollar auditorium. Herbert Howard is the 
pastor.

On November 11, L. D. Kennedy, pastor 
of Macedonia Church, Ripley, was married 
to Miss Louise Newman, a member of 
Macedonia. Robert L. Hamblin, pastor of 
Elliston Avenue Church, Memphis, per
formed the ceremony.

Clovis A. Brantley has resigned as Direc
tor of the Baptist Center at Memphis and 
has accepted the position as Associate Secre
tary of the Direct Missions Department of 
the Home Mission Board. He will assume 
his new duties in Atlanta shortly after 
January 1.

There are several pastoral changes to be 
noted in Dyer Association. Glen Bunfill 
has resigned at Trimble; Emmanuel has 
called O’Neal Hardy, of Jackson; Lenox 
has called Charles Tapp, of Jackson; RoEI- 
len has called Fred Cox, a student at Union 
University; Bogota has called Nolan Griner, 
of Ripley; Harmony has called Robert 
Emerson, Wingo, Ky.; Zion Hill and Beech 
Grove have called a Bro. Bateman, student 
at Union U.; McCullough Chapel has called 
Ray Cavness, of Dyersburg.

T. J. Tichenor, pastor at Seventh Street, 
Memphis, has been in a revival at Third 
Church, Granite City, Illinois. In his ab
sence the pulpit at Seventh Street was 
supplied on December 2 by Max Cohn 
and Virgil Lawrence, Jr. For Bro. Law
rence it was his first sermon.

Mrs. Frank Boggs, librarian at West 
Jackson Church, has accepted a place on 
the staff of Brainerd Church, Chattanooga. 
She will be Church Visitor and Director 
of Enlistment.
Thursday, December 20, 1956

Charles A. Wingo, pastor at Kennedy 
Church, Memphis, gave the dedicatory ser
mon for the new building of New Hope 
Church in Gibson Association on Thanks
giving Day. Bro. Wingo is a former pastor 
of New Hope Church.

West Jackson had the high privilege of 
hearing Dr. J. Winston Crawley, secretary 
of our mission work in the Orient, as 
teacher of the book “Japan Advances” on 
December 4. His mother, Mrs. Sadie Tiller 
Crawley, is a member of the staff at West 
Jackson.

Gene White has resigned Poplar Street 
Mission in Jackson and has accepted the 
care of Holly Grove Church near Browns
ville.

D. A. Ellis, pastor-emeritus of McLean, 
Memphis, supplied the pulpit of Frayser 
Church on December 2 while Pastor P. O. 
Davidson was in a revival at Arlington. 
Tenn.

Jerry Milam preached his first sermon 
Nov. 25 at Antioch near Humboldt, Walter 
M. Martin, pastor.

Dr. C. W. Pope Honored
Members of the Executive Board of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention honored Dr. 
Chas. W. Pope, former executive secretary, 
at a dinner in the dining room at Belmont 
College following the annual meeting, 
December 11, at Nashville.

The meeting was presided over by Dr. 
W. Fred Kendall, executive, secretary. 
Tributes were paid to Dr. Pope by Henry 
J. Huey, Harley Fite, Harold Purdy, Dr. 
Pope’s pastor, and Ramsey Pollard, pres
ident of the Executive Board, who presented 
a check conveying the love offerings from 
friends over the State to the retiring execu
tive secretary. In Dr. Pope’s response he 
stated that he had a busy schedule ahead 
of him in revivals and conferences. He is 
now making his home at Tallapoosa, 
Georgia.

Why Do We Not 
Use Discipline?

If we could understand and accept 
Christ’s teachings and intended use of dis
cipline, we could all use it with greatest 
effects. Matt. 18:15. “Moreover if thy 
brother shall trespass against thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother.” This, brethern, does not mean, 
“1 move that we withdraw fellowship from 
Brother Doe,” but it does mean a measure 
of correction. We are to uplift our brother 
and help him confess his sin and do better. 
How much greater can one trespass than to 
neglect coming to the House of the Lord 
on the Lord’s Day to worship the Lord?

May I present four questions?
1. Have you been born of the Spirit of 

God?
2. Are you a member of this Church?
3. Are you concerned for the welfare of 

this Church?
4. Why do you not attend and support 

this Church?
If the answer is “No”, withdraw fellow

ship from him. But if the answer is “Yes”, 
the Church requests your confession of 
error, your asking forgiveness and your 
presence and support.

If the committee chairman is not heard, 
then the committee must see him, but ii he 
will not heed it, tell it to the Church. Only 
as a last resort should any Church with
draw fellowship from anyone. Matt. 18:16- 
17. “But if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established.”

“And if he shall neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the Church: but if he neglect 
to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man and a publican.”

If one has been saved, in most cases he 
will come before the Church asking for
giveness, but if not, the Church has gotten 
rid of one lost member.

As Baptists, if we are not going to have 
and use discipline, we ought by all means 
to re-write our Church Covenant and leave 
it out. II Thess. 3:6.—C. L. Bray, Phillippy, 
Tenn.

Richland Church, Nashville, has had 35 
additions since Oct. 1. Membership is now 
426.

Frank Strickland has been called as pastor 
of First Church, Elk Valley. He was or
dained by Zion Hill Church, Seymour, Oc
tober 21.

Yellow Creek Church in Tennessee Valiev 
Association has moved into their new build
ing. The old building was destroyed by fire. 
Charles H. Kelley is pastor.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23, 1956

For the explanation of the lesson this week we are indebted to Points For Emphasis by 
Dr. Clifton J. Allen, by the Broadman Press of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, 
T*nn.

The Word Became Flesh
TEXT: John 1:1-18

Christ was pre-existent. He entered into 
history as the God-man and thus revealed 
God to men.

The Eternal Christ (vv. 1-5)
In the eternity before time, “in the be

ginning.” Jesus was. John calls Christ the 
“Word.” He is the expression of the idea, 
the thought, the very nature of God. He 
was “with God,” which emphasizes the 
conscious personal communion between the 
Father and the Son. He “was God,” which 
declares that Christ was the same in 
essence as God. Thus we see the eternity 
and personality and deity of Christ.

John then declares that the eternal Christ 
was the agent of the Godhead in creation. 
He was the source of all life and the 
source of light and truth. The life which 
he imparted to men, in his own image, had 
moral capacity. It included the faculty of 
conscience, which was meant to guide men 
in the way of truth. The light of the 
eternal Christ has shined in the midst of 
the darkness of the world, and it keeps on 
shining, and the darkness has never been 
able to overcome it or put it out.

Christ' Among Men (w. 6-13)
Through the incarnation the eternal Christ 

entered into history. John the Baptist was 
sent of God to be a witness to his presence 
in the earth. Though himself the product 
of miracle and set apart for a divine mis
sion, he was not the Light, but he identified 
Christ as the true Light and encouraged 
men to believe in him. By his coming into 
the world, Christ brought new light to every 
man. His presence in the flesh was the full 
revelation of God and of redemption and 
of righteousness. His teachings give light 
about moral values and eternal destiny.

But when Christ—the clear light from 
heaven—came, the world refused to recog
nize him. Not even his own people, the 
chosen people of Israel, were willing to re
ceive him. Yet some did receive him, and 
put their faith in him as the Son of God. To 
them he gave the right to sonship in God’s 
family. They were reborn into a new life 
as well as a new relation, but this was not 
due to race or human will but to God’s 
creative power.
God In The Flesh (vv. 14-18)

These verses declare the matchless miracle 
of the incarnation. The Word, the Christ, 
very God of very God, became flesh. The 
eternal Son became a man on earth. John 
declares the experience and testimony of 
all believers: “Of his fulness have all we 
received, and grace for grace.” The fulness 
of the Godhead resided in Christ. He 
brought all of God down to men. He was 
not a mere representative of God, but he 
was God in the flesh. He brought grace to 
men, all the grace they can ever need, 
“grace for grace.”

Truths To Live By
God is made personal in Christ.—God is 

a person. But it was the incarnation of 

TO START THE 
NEW YEAR RIGHT!

Here's a fine New Year's Resolution

We offer these helps:

Broadman's Comments ________ 2.50
Peloubet's Select Notes ______________________  2.75
Points for Emphasis ____________________  .75
Gist of the Lesson __________   .75
Tarbell's Teacher's Guide___________ __________  2.50
Douglas Sunday School Lessons_______________  2.95

Get these books at the

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
161 8th Ave., N. Nashville, Tenn. Phone AL 4-1631

Christ that made us to know it. Through 
Christ we can come into a personal relation
ship with God and enjoy the blessedness of 
his forgiveness and the intimacy of his 
fellowship and the creative power of his 
love.

The incarnation interprets God’s plan of 
redemption.—Through the coming of Christ • 
we learn that redemption is God’s plan of 
the ages. He foresaw the fall of man. He 
did not give up fallen man. In the fulness 
of time he came to redeem man. The 
incarnation was the mighty adventure of 
God for the redemption of the world. In 
God’s plan of the ages it became necessary 
for the Son to enter into the stream of 
history and become the propitiation for sin 
that he might reconcile lost men to himself. 
Because Christ came we know the heart 
of God is love and that the purpose of 
God is redemption and that the power of 
God over sin and death insures the victory 
of his kingdom.

Christmas should be a season of wonder 
and worship.—The. celebration of the birth 
of Christ can mean nothing of importance— 
in fact, it becomes almost a sacrilege— 
unless we seek to understand its meaning. 
His birth was the most amazing event— 
along with his resurrection—in all history. 
The great God became a little baby. The 
Holy One became man. The Eternal became 
a person in time. And all this was prepara
tory to the self-giving of the cross, to save 
people from their sins. We need to wonder 

at such mystery and miracle, such glory 
and grace, such lowliness and love, such 
purpose and power. Let us worship the 
living Christ with adoration and thanks
giving and love.
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Z)ke tyoung. South —

Have you ever listened to grownups talk 
about things that happened when they were 
very young? Perhaps your own mother or 
daddy or a grandparent shares with you 
some memories of childhood experiences. 
“When I was your age,” they begin, and 
the really true stories they tell are some
times more interesting than any you could 
read in a book or see on television.

“Special day” stories have always been 
favorites at our house. My grandmother 
used to tell about family reunions at 
Christmas and Thanksgiving time, about 
the good times they had getting ready for 
company, and so on.

The things Granny seemed to enjoy most 
were those which her mother allowed her 
to do to help. Sometimes she rolled the 
dough for pie crust or cut out cookies 
shaped like bells and stars and other Christ
mas symbols. Sometimes she and her broth
er went into the woods near by and 
gathered pine cones, nuts, evergreens, and 
other decorations for the table and mantel.

My mother likes to tell about the home
decorated trees they had when she was a 
liwle girl. There were strings of popped 
corn, and chains made of pretty colored 
construction paper or of strips of paper 
cut from colored pages in magazines; there 
were tiny silvery balls made of the inside 
wrappers of chewing gum. There were real 
cookies and peppermint sticks and other 
“goodies.” Perhaps your mother had a simi
lar tree.

Maybe your father or grandfather has 
told you about the fun he had finding a 
tree to decorate, cutting it down, and 
dragging it back to the house. He may have 
told about helping to bring in armsful of 
wood for the big fireplace, maybe also for 
the big old stove on which his mother 
cooked. One of his jobs may have been 
keeping snow swept from the steps and 
the path that led from the road to his 
house. Then as now, even hard jobs 

W seemed easier and a bit exciting at Christ
mas time!

During these last busy days before 
Christmas, help your family to' relax a bit 
each evening and enjoy a memory time. 
Someone may tell of the nicest family 
gathering he remembers—the meal, the 
traveling involved, and so on. Another 
night someone may tell of the biggest or 
happiest surprise he ever got at Christmas 
time, or of the nicest present he ever re
ceived.

Perhaps one evening everyone will talk 
about a happy experience in sharing Christ
mas joys—providing for a needy family, 
visiting a shut-in, or doing something else 

, to make Christmas more cheerful for 
someone.

There will be opportunities for you to 
ke part in these memory times—for you, 

too, have memories of other Christmas 
— SI

Thursday, December 20, 1956

Think about last Christmas. What was the 
happiest part of the season? What would 
you like to do again this year?

Perhaps you will find that some of your 
happiest memories are of activities Mother 
and Daddy have continued since their own 
childhood. I think that’s a bit of what people 
mean when they refer to an “old-fashioned 
Christmas.” Would you like to plan such 
an “old-fashioned” day celeration for this 
Christmas? You might include one or more 
of these activities:

A neighborhood carol party 
Carol-singing from door to door
A family Christmas service, including 

songs, a prayer, the Bible story of the birth 
of Jesus, and perhaps a favorite Christmas 
poem or reading.

Unusual decorations for the home or for 
the tree.

Let each member of the family suggest 
one way to make this a nice Christmas at 
your house! Plan together—and play to
gether this Christmas! A happy week-be- 
fore-Christmas to you—and a happy, happy 
Christmas Day! I'll be anxious to hear from 
you and to know all about your Christmas 
fun!

AUNT POLLY
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

seasons. The family will be interested to 
know the things you have enjoyed most. 
Which decorations were prettiest of all 
that you can remember?

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medieine 

Prov. 17:22

A boy and his girl friend sat i j a show 
one Saturday afternoon, and the girl insisted 
on talking much of the time, especially dur
ing exciting and serious dialog. Finally, the 
boy remarked, with a poke in the ribs, “You 
talked this whole show. What you need is a 
yapendectomy.”

Bo: “Are you saving some money since 
you started your budget system?”

Joe: “Sure. By the time I get it straight
ened out every evening, it’s too late to go 
anywhere.”

A man met a friend who seemed to be 
in a hurry. “Hey, what’s the rush?”

“I’m going to buy a car.” the friend ex
plained.

“But why the big hurry?” the first man 
persisted.

“Can't wait,” came the answer. “I just 
found a parking spot.”

Little Ann was all eyes at the church 
wedding. “Did the lady change her mind?” 
she whispered to her mother.

“No, dear. What makes you think so?”
“Cause she went up the aisle with one 

man and came back with another.”

Voice over phone: “I sent my little son, 
James, to your store for five pounds of 
apples, and I find on weighing them that 
you sent only four and a quarter pounds.”

The Grocer: “Madam, my scales are 
regularly inspected and are correct. Have 
you weighed your little boy?”

In a large city school surrounded by tall 
apartment buildings, the teacher was telling 
her class of small fry about George Wash
ington. She illustrated her remarks by show
ing them a picture of Mt. Vernon, explain
ing, “This is where George Washington 
lived.”

One little fellow looked at the picture 
earnestly for a moment, then asked, “What 
floor?” '
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Tennessee Topics

Mrs. Allie Owens Pollard, 85, mother 
of Dr. Ramsey Pollard, passed away at 
her home in Dallas, Texas, November 30. 
Sympathy is extended to this fine servant of 
God.

Dr. H. K. Williams, 18 years with Cal
vary Church, Knoxville, passed away on 
December 9. Though retired, he had con
tinued to serve as supply of churches in 
East Tennessee and was interim pastor of 
Roseberry Church, Knox County. While 
on his way to preach at the evening service, 
he was stricken with a heart attack. Taken 
to a home nearbv, he died before medical 
aid could arrive. A fine Christian gentle
man of the old school, a scholar, and a 
very fine preacher, Dr. Williams was a 
member of First Church, Knoxville. Pastor 
Charles A. Trentham conducted the funeral.

Knox County Association dedicated its 
new Baptist Building at 309 Market Street, 
Knoxville, on December 14. Housing offices 
of the Association, it also is used in con
nection with its promotional program. 
Lawrence Trivette is Superintendent of 
Missions, Raymond DeArmond is Mod
erator.

When South Knoxville Church observed 
Victory Day, its budget of $85,000 was 
over-subscribed by more than $2,000. James 
P. Brown was chairman of the Every 
Member Canvass, S. M. Mulkey is pastor. 
The church’s new minister of music and 
education is C. L. Huling.

J. S. Aiken of Calvary Church, Bristol, 
is now home after serious surgery at Baptist 
Hospital, some weeks ago. Pray for the 
speedy recovery of this good servant of the 
Lord.

Fifth Avenue Church, Knoxville, recently 
had as special speakers Robert Bausum, 
missionary to China since 1920, and Miss 
Annie Rines, missionary to Nigeria. Miss 
Rines is a member of Fifth Avenue Church. 
Wallace E. Morton is pastor.

Mrs. Woodrow Wall, wife of the Minis
ter of Music at First Church, Knoxville, 
passed away recently. Dr. Charles Trentham 
relates that immediately after the passing 
of Mrs. Wall, a hospital cleaning woman 
knocked on her door and said, “If the 
Christian religion can enable us to die so 
beautifully, then I want it.”

The father of Rev. Drewry Garner, 
pastor of Washington Pike Church, Knox
ville, passed away at his home in Sevierville 
recently. Our sympathy to this fine young 
pastor. 

I
When New Hopewell Church, Knoxville, 

broke ground for its new educational unit, 
former pastor A. Wilson Parker brought 
the message. Recently the church ordained 
Swan Tipton, Elmers Burnette, Jr., Carl 
Cannon, and Fred Ford as deacons. Par
ticipating in the service were Wilson Lonas, 
W. C. Garland, and John Outland. D. L. 
Hammer, Jr., is pastor.

SBC Budget Goaf of 
$16!4 Million Sought

NASHVILLE —BP)—The Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Committee 
will ask the 1957 Convention to approve 
a record-breaking Cooperative Program 
budget goal of $161^ million for 1958.

This, according, to Treasurer Porter . 
Routh, will be about $3 million greater 
than 1956 receipts. The goal includes both 
the distributable portion and the advance 
portion of the annual budget.

W. Douglas Hudgins, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Jackson, Miss., who is chair
man of the finance committee of the Execu
tive Committee, recommended the goal.

Routh told the Executive Committee the J 
year’s end figure for 1956 will be approxi- ■ J 
mately $13,233,000. Of this, $10 million 
was distributed to all agencies sharing in । 
the budget. After the $10 million mark, 
funds have been distributed oniy to home 
and foreign missions.

In this phase of budget distribution, 
known as the Cooperative Program Ad
vance, the Foreign Mission Board receives 
75 per cent of funds and Lie Home Mis
sion Board 25 per cent.

The 1958 proposed budget includes an 
increase of $600,000 in the Foreign Mission 
Board’s operating budget and $500,000 
more in the operating budget for the Home 
Mission Board.

The Foreign Mission Board will receive 
$5,685,250 of the $13 million operating 
and capital budget of the ConventionJ||hg 
Home Mission Board will get $1,961,7^^“^*

Routh said the advance section o^hu 
1958 budget is expected to be $31/2 mi^^j

The proposed ’58 budget also incrades 
a capital needs allocation of $1,256,4^^ 
Golden Gate Baptist Seminary. It wiWbg 
used for a new campus. Golden 
presently occupying buildings in Berkeley.'
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