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Baptist Association To 
Mark 250Th Anniversary

PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—The 250th 
anniversary of the Philadelphia Baptist As
sociation will be marked with a jubilee din
ner at Convention Hall on March 19.

The local association of 120 congrega
tions, one of the oldest in the country, will 
be host to top Baptist leaders.

They will include Dr. Theodore F. Adams, 
Richmond, Va., president of the Baptist 
World Alliance; Dr. Harry Dillon of Lin
field College, McMinnville, Ore., president 
of the American Baptist Convention; Dr. 
Casper C. Warren, Charlotte, N. C., presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention; and 
Dr. J. H. Jackson, Chicago, president of the 
National Baptist Convention.

As a special goal for this pivotal year, the 
association has launched a campaign for 
$305,000 for local church extension.

The largest Protestant center for Spanish
speaking in the city has just been opened by 
the association in the heart of a North Phil
adelphia section where thousands of Puerto 
Ricans have recently settled.

To Attend Men's Meet
OLAHOMA CITY — (BP) — A large 

number of Southern Baptist leaders plan to 
attend the first National Conference of 
Southern Baptist Men to be held here in 
September.

The heads of all 19 Southern Baptist Con
vention agencies, along with most state 
Baptist convention leaders, have already 
indicated their plans to attend, George W. 
Schroeder, executive secretary of the spon
soring Brotherhood Commission, said.
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Thus Sai th the Preacher

Don't Mind The Critics
Dear Editor:

It’s pretty obvious that the great enemy of most American Christians is not persecution. 
We have little fear of lions or the stake or the executioner’s block. What most of us 
Christians fear is that great group who do not persecute physically, but who do criticize 
verbally. Many tremble with fear at their frown.

The Church loses much and the individual Christian loses more when he fears what 
“they” will say. Such fear is ignoble. It freezes courage. It stifles initiative. It halts 
progress.

One man spoke recently on why our Baptist scholars were relying so much on the 
work of other scholars and not producing their own. One of the reasons he gave was that 
our professors are too heavily loaded to do the necessary writing. With that I heartily 
agree. His second reason was that some of the men were afraid to put their views in 
print because of the carping critics who would hound them to death for heresy. (Don’t 
look so startled. You know who such critics are.) I want to believe that this latter reason 
is untrue, but I do know that the critics are waiting at every turn to pounce with fiendish 
glee.

But he isn’t much Christian, or Baptist who is afraid of critics.
Jean Sibelius, Finland’s great musician once said: “Don’t mind the critics; there never 

was a statue erected to a critic.” Statues are erected to people who act on their own 
initiative with independence and gallantry.

What if Jesus, setting his face toward Jerusalem, had heeded the critics? What if Paul, 
heading for Macedonia, had listened to the critics? Or, consider, Luther, Knox, Calvin, 
Zwingli, Hubmaier, Roger Williams, the Wesleys, and the multitude of the unknowns in 
your town and mine.

Of course, criticism hurts, the destructive kind, that is. No one relishes having his hide 
torn from his bones. But, more important, a fellow has to live with himself more than 
with his critics.

Bullyraggedly yours,
G. Avery Lee
Ruston, La.

Baptist Folks and Facts
Crawford Howell, minister of education, 

First Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala., 
has joined the staff of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board as secretary of Vacation Bible 
School promotion.

Sam Brents, Jr., Oklahoma City, assistant 
editor of the Baptist Messenger, Baptist 
state paper of Oklahoma, has accepted the 
position of associate editor of the Sunday 
School Builder, a monthly publication of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville.

R. Elmer Dunham, superintendent of city 
and rural missions for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, has resigned to 
become superintendent of missions for the 
El Paso Baptist Association in Texas.

John M. Tubbs, state Baptist Training 
Union secretary, Baptist General Association 
of Virginia, has accepted the newly created 
position of church-related vocations coun
selor in the education division, Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

The second Southern Baptist church in 
Nebraska to affiliate with the Kansas Con
vention of Southern Baptists was consti
tuted Feb. 13 as First Southern Baptist 
Church, Omaha.

First Church Memphis To 
Launch Building Campaign

The First Baptist Church in Memphis, 
R. Paul Caudill, pastor, will launch a five 
week campaign for $600,000 beginning 
April 7 and ending May 12. The objective 
will be to secure three-year pledges toward 
the construction of unit 3 of the church’s 
long-range building program.

The church will use the new Forward 
Program of Church Finance, adapted for 
building fund purposes, to secure the funds. 
R. J. Hastings of the SBC Executive Com
mittee staff in Nashville has been invited" 
to give personal guidance to the five week 
effort.

The church relocated at Poplar and Park
way seven years ago, and at that time con
structed units one and two consisting of a 
2200 seat sanctuary and one-half of the 
educational space. The construction of unit 
three will double the educational facilities, 
also provide a chapel, dining area, and 
church offices.

Additional property has been purchased 
recently to provide parking facilities to go 
with the new unit.

Lee Shane is the new minister of National 
Baptist Memorial Church, Washington, D. 
C. He came to Washington from Charleston, 
W. Va., where he served Calvary Baptist 
Church for 10 years.
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L. E. Barton, Box 153, Montgomery, Ala.

"To Improve Democratic Processes"
The Executive Committee will recommend 

at Chicago amendment of two of the South
ern Baptist Convention’s By-Laws, (11, 12) 
“to improve democratic processes.”

In place of number eleven they will rec
ommend the following: “The President, on 
the first day of the Convention, shall appoint 
a committee on resolutions to consist of five 
members. It shall be the duty of this com
mittee at each session of the Convention to 
prepare and submit to the Convention all 
resolutions which it deems appropriate for 
adoption, and to report on all matters sub
mitted to it by the Convention, with or with
out recommendation or amendment.”

This language is not clear. If it means 
that the committee shall prepare and submit 
all resolutions which may come before the 
Convention, then the next clause “and to 
report on all matters submitted to it by the 
Convention,” is superfluous, or contradic
tory; because nothing but resolutions would 
be submitted to the resolutions committee; 
and the first clause says "all resolutions 
which it (the committee) deems appropriate 
for adoption.”

By normal construction of language that 
by-law, if adopted, would prevent any reso
lution’s coming before the Convention which 
was not originated by the committee on res
olutions.

Now think how autocratic that would be. 
Could any democratic body be foolish 
enough to give dictatorial power to five per
sons over what should or should not be con
sidered by the whole assembly? What be
comes of the rights and freedom of nine 
thousand nine hundred and ninety five other 
messengers of the Convention under such 
rule of an oligarchy of five?

Yet, we are blandly told by the Executive 
Committee that this is: “To improve demo
cratic processes.” Marvellously democratic 
when the President will appoint the com
mittee and the committee of five will con
trol the Convention! !

The second recommendation (for by-law 
12) at a glance may seem less dangerous, 
but really it is no less objectionable.

In the first place the Program Committee 
already has, under by-law 12, all the author
ity it needs, and all this amendment proposes 
to give it, to make adequate provision for 
consideration of the Convention’s business. 
The by-law says: “The Committee on Order 
of Business shall consist of seven members 
and shall suggest an order of business for 
the next meeting of the Convention. In so 
providing, that committee shall have due re
gard to the customary practices and prece- 
cedents of the Convention and also special 
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matters in arranging for the orderly and 
efficient conduct of its business and discus
sion of its work (See Section 19).”

Violative of the “Customary practices and 
precedents” of the Convention for a hundred 
years the program committee at Houston 
some years ago cut out all afternoon sessions 
of the body. A motion to go back to after
noon sessions prevailed at St. Louis by eight 
or nine thousand affirmative votes, with two 
or three negatives only.

The second amendment recommended by 
the Executive Committee says: “The Com
mittee on Order of Business shall provide 
periods of time during the early days of the 
Convention for the introduction of miscel
laneous business, and when introduced (un
less the Convention then gives its unanimous 
consent for its immediate consideration) 
shall fix times for consideration of the 
same.”

Now note the contradictions and absurd
ities here:

X

1. The Committee has already not only the 
power but the duty, by the present by
law and by “the practices and precedents” 
of a hundred years, to fix times for mis
cellaneous business, and to suggest, only 
when it should be considered.

2. This amendment would bind the Con
vention so that the body itself could not 
change the time for consideration of any 
matter whatsoever after it had been put 
in the hands of this autocratic committee.

3. In the third place this amazing amend
ment, if adopted, would establish the ab
surd rule of a unanimous vote for the 
Convention itself to decide the time of 
consideration of any matter. Now that, 
we are told is “to improve democratic 
processes”—in other words one vote 
could defeat the will of nine thousand 
nine hundred and ninety nine other per
sons who are supposed to have the same 
rights as the one.

4. Note also that this recommendation takes 
no notice of the parenthesis at the end of 
by-law 19. And what does “19” say? It 
says: “One third of the time for consider
ation of all reports before the Con
vention shall be reserved for discussion 
from the floor! Was the elimination of 
this expressed right of the messengers 
caused by an oversight or an insight?
If this goes over, messengers will be told 
to keep their seats and sign on the dotted 
line. But remember that it is all'“to im
prove democratic processes,” Kerfoot— 
the Convention’s parliamentary authority 
—and all other manuals to the contrary 
notwithstanding.

The cultivation of public good will is not an 
operation which can be turned on and off 
like a faucet. Neither is good will a 
tangible thing which we can place in the 
bank to draw interest. Good will is real, 
but it is perishable. We must constantly 
work at building and strengthening it, or it 
will disappear.

I am reminded of an attorney in a 
criminal case, who had produced evidence 
of his client’s good character over the 
years. Good charatcer, the attorney said, 
is like the coral reefs of the Pacific that 
surround the small islands. They grow 

and grow through the years. Finally, 
they become a bulwark against the lashing 
storms that threaten to destroy the island 
and its people.—John A. Barr, Vital 
Speeches.

Knowledge must be accompanied by worthy 
motives to attain the highest degree of 
excellence. Macaulay once said, “Nine- 
tenths of the calamities which have 
befallen the human race had no other 
origin than the union of high intelligence 
with low desires.” Thus it is that 
knowledge without the perception and 
power to use it for good proves worthless. 
—John L. Stickley, “I Know,” Lion 
Magazine.

In ’53, Americans paid for defense $312 per 
person, including all children, while for 
foreign missions, which may be called the 
church’s overseas defense program, we 
gave $1.45 per Protestant church member 
—excluding children.—Othniel A. Pendle
ton, New Techniques for Church Fund 
Raising.

It has been said that there is no indispensable 
man—but there is; the right man with the 
right idea at the right time in the pathway 
of history will ever be an indispensable 
man.—New York Medical Journal.
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Working Program For Sunday School

Mid-State Hospital Expansion
G 8

The approval of Mid-State Baptist Hospital’s expansion program 
is the largest single undertaking that Tennessee Baptists have ever 
authorized. From a monetary standpoint, it involves more, with 
the authorization of $6,750,000 in bonds, than Tennessee Baptists 
have ever before committed themselves to at any one time. So 
far as we know, never before in the entire Southern Baptist Con
vention has so large an amount been authorized for any project at 
any one time. The Executive Board of the Convention passed upon 
this matter at a special meeting March 12 at the Mid-State Hos
pital in Nashville.

In April, 1948, the Tennessee Baptist Convention took over 
what was at that time the Protestant Hospital, Incorporated. It 
was heavily indebted and had been operated unprofitably. The land 
area was 10.4 acres and consisted of the West building, constructed 
in 1900, the East building, constructed in 1924, a boiler room and 
laundry, a campus home, housing student nurses.

Today, under Baptist operation, there has been a splendid 
measure of success realized for which we are all deeply grateful. 
The hospital enjoys strong support and is upon a sound basis of 
operation. More than 300 doctors attend patients regularly. All 
specialties of the medical profession are represented on the staff. 
A new six-story hospital unit was completed and occupied in 1953 
at a cost of $1,250,000. This unit is now debt free. The nurses’ 
residence and school begun in 1955, was completed and occupied 
in September, 1956. A medical auditorium will be completed 
this spring. These buildings cost $1,000,000. A 76-bed annex was 
constructed in 1956 and will be ready for occupancy about June. 
This unit cost $350,000. All excess income is being re-invested in 
the hospital, raising and broadening the physical plant standards, 
the patient care, and ministry.

New construction to be undertaken includes replacement of the 
present boiler room and laundry with one that is completely 
modern and capable of caring for a hospital of 750 beds. A pro
fessional building is also in the new plan which will fit in with the 
present trend of more and more businesses moving from the 
congested downtown area further out. This movement is partic
ularly true of doctors, dentists, and other professional people. The 
new building will provide facilities designed especially for their 
needs and it will be a building tying in with the hospital proper. 
The main part of the new construction will be a 14-story 
hospital wing. This new unit will become the center of the total 
hospital and it will bring the bed capacity to 550 hospital beds. 
Nashville has an acute shortage of private hospital beds. This 
shortage is increasing rather than decreasing due to the growth 
of the city and the surrounding community. Financing of the 
new project involves floating of bonds on a twenty year basis with 
the option of repayment of these bonds at earlier dates if desired.

It is an ambitious program which the administration of Mid
State Hospital and its trustees are undertaking. They are doing 
so on the basis of successful operation of the hospital over the 
past eight years and the present prospects of increasing need for 
hospital beds. The Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention spent five hours in consideration of the hospital’s plans, 
discussing with its trustees and administrator and the chairman of 
its Board all phases of the hospital and of its proposed expansion. 
Construction of the new units will take possibly two and a half 
years. When completed, the Nashville hospital will be “a 550 bed 
hospital on a 750 bed chasis.” The total will be a self-contained 
Medical Center City with full parking facilities and plans provid
ing future expansion as may be needed.

“Our job is to teach people so they will change others instead 
of being changed by them,” Ray Rozell told attendants at the State 
Sunday School Convention in Chattanooga last week. He was 
describing an effective Bible teacher. Mr. Rozell, the able educa
tional director of First Church, Owensboro, Kentucky, was just 
one of the many splendid speakers on the two-day program at 
Brainerd Church. Mr. Jesse Daniel and his fine co-workers in the 
state Sunday School Department outlined the Sunday School 
working program for the next seven years with Tennessee’s goal. 
With the spearhead of the Sunday School, Tennessee will be work
ing with the other states toward the tremendously challenging 
Convention-wide goal of 30,000 new churches and missions estab
lished by 1964, in which Tennessee’s share will be 1,400.

It was our privilege to sit in on some of the sessions led by 
Roy E. Boatright, secretary of the Kentucky State Sunday School 
Department, as he addressed the conferences of pastors and super
intendents. Messages by Executive Secretary W. Fred Kendall 
were among highlights of the Conference. He outlined his dream 
for Tennessee Baptists in more people won, deve|opd and enlisted. 
This calls for every church providing more Bible study opportun
ities, every Sunday School worker a personal soulwinner, every 
church bringing the ratio of baptisms to one for every eight church 
members, all Sunday School workers cooperating with the pro
gram of evangelism, every church promoting missions by study 
and application of the book, The Sunday School and Missions, and 
every church promoting stewardship by cooperating in The For
ward Program of Church Finance of Southern Baptists.

We believe that the Sunday School Convention at Chattanooga 
was one of the most inspiring and helpful meetings that has been 
held in our state in a long period of time.

PRAYER STARTS WHEEL-5 70 MOVING
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Hill-Burton Act Needs Revision
Through the Hill-Burton Act, Congress in 1946 authorized federal 

tax funds to assist in construction of non-profit hospitals in the 
United States. Through the provisions of this Act, the Roman 
Catholic Church has already received gifts from the government 
amounting to more than $110,000,000. More than $20,000,000 
has been given to other religious bodies under this Act.

Baptists have been disturbed by such legislation which turns over 
public funds to religious institutions. Particularly have Baptist 
leaders in Alabama sought to take some steps which would try 
to determine the constitutionality of the so-called Hill-Burton Act. 
The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention on 
June 20, 1956, approved a petition to Congress which would ask 
for an amendment to the “hospital survey and construction Act” 
so as to discontinue and prohibit federal government grants for 
the construction of hospitals and other related medical facilities 
when such institutions are to be owned, controlled, or operated by 
a religious body. In place of the grants, Congress was petitioned 
to provide that the proper legislative action be taken for long-term 
government secured loans for the construction of hospitals and 
other related facilities owned, operated, and controlled by a re
ligious body or a public or private corporation.

Editor Reuben Alley of The Religious Herald asks Southern 
Baptists to carefully consider what is involved by this petition from 
the Executive Committee to stop financial grants and to offer de
nominational hospitals federal funds as loans at a “fair rate of 
interest plus an administrative cost.” He thinks the Executive 
Committee has attempted to draw too fine a line between such 
financial transactions and thereby has sidestepped a principle which 
Baptists have so long defended. Alley contends that this would be 
giving approval to a procedure which, once established, might vary 
as to financial transactions. He fears that religious bodies could 
seek loans upon terms to suit their own needs and purposes and 
that loans at nominal rates could be used for the erection of 
parochial schools, children’s homes, and houses of worship as well 
as for hospitals. The whole question might well be raised what 
one means by fixing a “fair rate.” Commercial institutions think 
that they are charging a fair rate of interest under our present 
national economy. They have a right to be protected against 
competition by the government. If any one thinks that a fair rate 
should be less than the commercial rate, then he asks the govern
ment for subsidy, just as truly as the grants would be under the 
present Hill-Burton Act.

Editor Alley has pointed out something here which it would be 
well to carefully note. Certainly one ought to see at once that 
there is a difference, however, between outright grants to these 
religious hospitals and lending them money. We do believe with 
Editor Alley that this “fair rate of interest plus administrative costs” 
needs more defining, but we can accept it, even undefined, a lot 
better than we can accept the present arrangement by which one 
religious group has already received outright more than $110,000,- 
000 of federal tax money.

Field Representative For 
Annuity in Tennessee

Bayard F. Fox, Louisville, Ky., has been appointed Regional 
Field Representative of the SBC Relief and Annuity Board, Dallas 
Texas. The announcement came from Executive Secretary W. Fred 
Kendall of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. Mr. Fox, who has 
been associated with the Board for the past eleven years, will 
promote denominational retirement plans in Tennessee as well as 
Kentucky, where he formerly served as director of retirement. 
A native of Kentucky, he attended the University of Louisville, 
Austin Peay State Teacher’s College, Clarksville, Tenn., George
town College, and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in his 
native state.

Miss Beatrice Moore of Nashville, Retirement Plans Secretary 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, will continue to process all 
applications and changes.

Tennessee Church Design 
Wins First Award

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BSSB)—This contemporary design with 
a floor plan especially suited to the Baptist program of religious 
education won first award in the Class I (a complete building) 
classification of the architectural exhibit sponsored by the Church 

. Architecture Department of the Baptist Sunday School Board.
This is the plan of Crievewood Baptist Church, 400 Hogan Road, 

Nashville, a church which started as a prayer meeting in a new 
suburban development only three years ago.

The architectural firm of John A. Preston, Nashville, designed 
the building to complement its seven-acre lot and the architecture 
of the surrounding community. It blends traditional and modem 
lines in a functional pattern.

While the church was less than one year old its fewer than 
100 members researched the community’s future potential, pro
jected their program, and bought the seven acres adjoining the 
grade school in the heart of the rapidly-growing community.

Crievewood and only one other Tennessee church received 
awards at the Church Buildings and Architecture Conference, 
which brought together more than 150 architects from many parts 
of the United States for a two-day meeting.

Architects from eleven states entered their plans in the exhibit 
to be judged. Judges were Robert E. Crossland, assistant pro
fessor, College of Architecture, University of Florida, Gainesville; 
Dr. Gaye L. McGlothlen, pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, Nash
ville; and Dr. A. V. Washburn, secretary of teaching and training, 
Sunday School Board, Nashville.

First Baptist Church, Memphis, the only other Tennessee church 
building plan to receive one of the sixteen ribbons, won second 
award in Class I. It was designed by Hanker and Heyer, Archi
tects and Engineers, Inc. First award in Class II, “Sanctuary,” 
went to Mable White Memorial Baptist Church, Macon, Ga.; first 
award in Class II, “Educational and Activities Building,” went to 
First Baptist Church, Columbia, S. C.; and in Plot and Plan De
velopment of Entire Property, the blue ribbon went to Lawndale 
Baptist Church plans, Greensboro, N. C.

The first unit of the Crievewood church was occupied last Oc
tober after the members had been meeting in the basement of one 
of the homes for two and one-half years. Early this month the 
church elected a Future Needs Committee to help chart the pro
gram and schedule for constructing the other units of the build
ing. Members of the committee are Bailey Franklin, Bruce Batson, 
William Craig, John Morgan, and Thomas A. Robinson.

Dr. Lynn May, Research Associate, Southern Baptist Historical 
Commission, is serving as interim pastor of the 265-member 
church.

Thursday, March 28, 1957 Page 5



East Tennessee Topics
by LLOYD T. HOUSEHOLDER, Maryvil/e

Harold Blankenship of Erwin has gone to 
Brainerd Church, Chattanooga, as youth 
director. Brainerd engaged in revival serv
ices which began March 18 with Earl 
Stallings of Ocala, Fla., as preacher and 
Otto Whittington as singer. C. A. Dabney 
is pastor.

Northside Church, Chattanooga, Charles 
C. Clemons, pastor, held revival March 
17-27 with Reginald Wall of Decatur, Ga.

The Southwestern Singers of Southwestern 
Seminary presented a program of sacred 
music at Red Bank Church, Chattanooga, 
March 23. The choir is under the direction 
of R. Paul Green, who is also director of 
the Baptist Hour Choir.

Earl Stallings did the preaching at First 
Church, Cleveland, March 10-17. Elder 
Bailey, minister of music at Broadway 
Church, Knoxville, led the music. This 
church has called Ferrell Fisher, a student 
at Baylor University, as assistant pastor and 
director of youth work. James E. Byler is 
pastor.

Millard J. Berquist, pastor of First 
Church, Tampa, Fla., will be the evangelist 
at First Church. Etowah, H. Cowen Ellis, 
pastor, April 1-7.

First Church, Lenoir City, reported 23 
additions to the church during the revival 
led by James Canaday, pastor of Calvary 
Church, Jackson. J. E. Ledbetter is pastor.

We have received our first bulletin of 
First Church, Oneida, Lewis Bratcher, 
pastor. The bulletin was filled with inter
esting news concerning the progress of the 
church under the leadership of this good 
pastor. We welcome this addition to our 
ever increasing number of pastors who send 
news concerning the work of their churches. 
Included in this letter was a copy of the 
Scott County Baptist, the official news 
agency of this association. One item indi
cates the organization of a Pastors’ Con
ference in the association.

First Church, Wartburg, ordained eight 
deacons. They were A. B. Freytag, Ralph 
Goodman, Bill Hart, Charlie Jansch, Edgar 
<idd, Ray Perkins, Donald Terry, Roy 
West. Robert Kates is pastor.

Ralph Elliott, a member of Southern 
Seminary Faculty, was the evangelist at 
First Church, Rockwood, March 22-27. 
Wallace Carrier is pastor.

Trenton Street Church, Harriman, ob
served Youth Week the third week in March.

March 1 was the sixth anniversary of the 
pastorate of Kenneth Combs at Central 
Church, Oak Ridge.

C. A. Dabney of Chattanooga led Big 
Springs Church, Cleveland, Clarence H. 
Petty, pastor, in a revival the week of 
March 10.

Raymond DeArmond, pastor of Sevier 
Heights Church, Knoxville, will do the 
preaching at Broadway Church, Maryville, 
beginning April 7.

Their recent revival at Smithwood 
Church, Knoxville, led by Leonard Sander
son resulted in 22 additions by baptism and 
six by letter. There were three other pro
fessions of faith and 17 rededications. Ralph 
Murray is pastor.

March 3 Bell Avenue Church, Knoxville, 
used its beautiful new plant for the first 
time. Open House was held in the after
noon. Pastor E. L. Williams has done a 
magnificent job in leading this great old 
church in this new venture. The sanctuary 
is beautiful and the educational facilities 
are attractive and adequate. A week after 
the church was opened, unusual visitors 
came by night and tore down a door, 
wrecked the pastor’s study, and tried to get 
into the safe. After breaking the handle of 
the safe they left without succeeding in 
getting to the funds in the safe.

James Gregg, pastor of Lockeland 
Church, Nashville, did the preaching at 
Lincoln Park Church, Knoxville, the week 
of March 17. Charles Ausmus is pastor.

Charles A. Trentham, pastor of First 
Church, Knoxville, is preaching a series of 
sermons on “How You Can Win in Your 
War of Nerves.”

L. O. Griffith, director of Promotion, 
Home Mission Board, was speaker at Mis
sionary Family Night at McCalla Avenue 
Church, Knoxville, March 13. E. Warren 
Rust is pastor.

Ramsey Pollard, pastor of Broadway 
Church, Knoxville, led First Church, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., in a revival resulting in 
93 additions. Paul Roberts, pastor of First 
Church, Lake Charles, La., was the evan
gelist in a revival at Broadway Church, 
which began March 17.

Ira C. Frazier, pastor of First Church, 
Sevierville led Everette Hills Church, Mary
ville, in a revival. J. Burch Cooper is 
pastor.

March 3 was the 53rd anniversary of 
the organization of Immanuel Church, 
Knoxville. On this date Open House was 
held in connection with the opening of the 
new educational unit. Homer A. Cate is 
pastor.

Chilhowee Association — Sixty - two 
churches co-operated with the Schools of 
Missions the week of March 3. Carl Ogle 
has come from New Orleans Seminary to 
be pastor of Cedar Grove Church. A. Nes- 
bet for some time pastor of the church at 
Harrogate has been called as pastor of 
Beech Grove Church. First Church, Alcoa, 
led in the organization of a mission and the 
mission has moved into a new building with 
Lum McLemore as pastor. Kinzel Springs 
Mission, organized as an associational proj
ect, recently observed its third anniversary. 
T. T. Lewis is pastor.

The Sam Houston Mission of South 
Knoxville Church is engaged in a revival 
March 24-31 with Reece Harris as evan
gelist and Anthony Chapman, director of 
music. William Hazlewood is pastor. Pas
tor and assistants are students at Carson- 
Newman College.

Jefferson County — Talbott Church set 
April 1 as the time for their revival. Claud 
Kelley of Mt. Harmony Church, Knoxville, 
will be the preacher and Paul Mims of 
Carson-Newman College will lead the 
music. Darman Walker has been called as 
pastor of Buffalo Grove Church. Dandridge 
Church observed Church Loyalty Day and 
secured $5,000 in cash and pledges toward 
a new educational unit.

During the year Dillard Hagan has served 
as pastor of McPheters Bend Church, 
Holston Valley Association, he has bap
tized 40 into the fellowship of the church. 
Plans for a new educational unit are in the 
making. Howe’s Chapel in this same as
sociation has called Roy Presley as pastor.

March 24-31 Eddie Martin is leading 
First Church, Elizabethton, in a revival. 
Herman W. Cobb is pastor.

First Church, Erwin, broke ground for 
the beginning of an extensive building pro
gram. The new building will cost $265,000 
and will accommodate 750 in the sanctuary. 
It will provide for about the same number 
in the educational facilities. More than 
$100,000 has been raised. T. C. Meador 
is pastor.

Horace L. Smith, formerly pastor of First 
Church, Clinton, and Red Bank Church, 
Chattanooga, led First Church, Canton, 
N. C., in a program leading to the construc
tion of a new church auditorium. Ground 
was broken for the building March 10.

A special church bulletin issued by 
Sevier Heights Church, Knoxville, empha
sized the eighth anniversary of the pastorate 
of Raymond DeArmond, March 10.
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Edgefield Church, Nashville, had fare
well reception for Dr. and Mrs. J. T. 
Spurlin. He has accepted pastorate at 
Pembroke, Ky.

Deacons of Magness Memorial Church, 
McMinnville, and their wives staged sur
prise birthday-wedding anniversary for Pas
tor and Mrs. H. Curtis Erwin.

First Church, Nashville, will re-arrange 
choir loft to increase seating from present 
40 to 64.

Horace P. Wrather, pastor of Williams
port Church, was killed in an automobile 
accident March 11. Christian sympathy is 
extended to his family.

Immanuel Church, Nashville, revival 
services will be led by J. W. Storer as 
evangelist and W. Hines Sims as music di
rector.

First Church, Red Boiling Springs, has 
started regular prayer service on Wednes
day night. Mrs. Doyle Jenkins is leading 
discussion of book, “What Baptists Believe.”

Churches of Wilson County Ass’n con
ducted Schools of Missions during week of 
March 18.

First Church, Fayetteville, revival be
ginning April 7 will be led by H. J. Rush
ing of Lawrenceburg as evangelist. John 
R. Myers will lead singing.

First Church, Tullahoma, anproved a 
$104,800 contract for construction of two 
major additions. Ground breaking cere
mony planned for March 31.

Pastor Thomas Drake preached for re
vival at First Church, Byrdstown, March 
17-24.

Lincoya Hills Church, Donelson, moved 
into first unit of new building March 17. 
Thomas E. Bryant, Jr., is pastor.

Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, re
vival services will be conducted by Pastor 
Harold J. Purdy April 7-14. Rudolph 
Howard will direct the music.

First Church, Crossville, called William 
R. Ashby as Minister of Education and 
Music effective March 23. A graduate of 
Georgetown College and Southern Semi
nary, he came from Tabernacle Church, 
Louisville, Ky. He is married and has two 
sons.

by ROY W. BABB, Winchester

A

Tennessee Topics

Joelton Church ordained Willard Dickens, 
Charles R. Jones and Dorris Aymett as 
deacons on March 3. Pastor A. Sidney 
Waits was assisted by Lewis E. Lee from 
Union Hill and Lyn Markham from Ewing.

Shelbyville Mills Church observed eighth 
anniversary of Sunday Evening Broadcast 
on local radio station. March 10 was Bel
mont College Night under the direction of 
Hubert Smothers. Byrns Coleman was 
speaker, and Girl’s Quartette sang. U. S. 
Rubber Co. has landscaped the church lawn 
and the building is being painted. Com
munity park adjacent to pastor’s home will 
be used for Ass’n. Royal Ambassador meet
ing March 29.

Lockeland Church, Nashville, revival 
April 7-17 will be led by Lewis D. Ferrell 
of Chattanooga.

First Church, Lewisburg, revival services 
April 8-17 to be led by J. Paul Harting of 
Athens.

Dr. William R. Seat, pastor for 23 years 
of the First Baptist Church at Washington, 
Indiana, has announced his retirement from 
the active ministry. Dr. Seat is a native of 
Wilson County, Tennessee. He received his 
education at Cumberland University and at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He 
taught school and practiced law before en
tering the ministry. The Washington church 
has been greatly blessed during his pastor
ate. A new educational building doubling 
the capacity of the church plant is now be
ing erected. This church is considered one 
of the strongest churches in Indiana. Dr. 
Seat was elected president for two years of 
the Indiana Baptist Convention. Dr. and 
Mrs. Seat will continue to reside in Wash
ington, Indiana.

The Watchman-Examiner, on its cover 
page, recently carried the likeness of Dr. 
Robert L. McCan. For the past eighteen 
months, Dr. McCan has been pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Clarksville, Tennessee. 
He is a member of the Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention and his 
church has established a vocational guid
ance program for church youth, which is 
serving as a pilot experiment in cooperation 
with the Education Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Dr. McCan is 
president of the Tennessee Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference. In 1946 he was married to 
Mary Phelen Sundy. The McCans have 
three children, Margaret Susan, Mary Carol, 
and David Clark.

hearted service and conse- 
crate our lives anew to the

•winning of the lost.”

When Southern Baptists voted to set 
aside a year to be known as World Mis
sions Year surely Christian people every
where rejoiced at the Broad implication that 
a people had grasped a glorious compre
hension of the risen Lord’s scheme of re
demption, which left out not one soul that 
was ever to be born in all the earth.

In the light of this dedication to a world
wide program, we believe that life has a 
new chapter for our denomination, rich 
in possibilities. It is for us to make it full 
of progress.

Let us be done with halfhearted service 
and consecrate our lives anew to the win
ning of the lost, the highest ideal which has 
animated the hearts of Christians since the 
time of Paul.

We shall seek to devise ways and means 
for the accomplishment of this task. But 
in the planning we must remember to place 
our own lives on the altar.

It was Henry VanDyke who said, “The 
world moves by personality. All of the 
great currents of history have flowed from 
persons. Organization is powerful; but no 
organization has ever accomplished any
thing until a person has stood at the center 
of it and filled it with his thoughts and his 
life ... To move and convince others, one 
should be first moved and convinced.” We 
would change that thought only by chang
ing the singular in this magnificent state
ment to the plural. We must stand in the 
center of our great denomination and fill it 
with ourselves.

God’s finger points the way. We have 
started in that way. We have spoken and 
put ourselves on record before the world 
for a world missions program. We must 

. remember that the strength of unity is in
disputable. The latent forces in our 
churches, the negative goodness that 
abounds must be transmitted from an in
ertia akin to death to a live, active, palpi
tating service. Then indeed will the ends 
of the earth rejoice, and God’s name be 
glorified.

He came to the service and went forward. 
When I told him 1 was happy about his 
decision, he replied: “It was not I, I had no 
intention of going”. It was someone else. 
There was something so strong within, a 
compelling urge that overpowered me.” I 
loved hearing him try to explain regenera
tion to me!—Thelma (Mrs. Albert I.) 
Bagby, missionary to South Brazil
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Student Summer
The Tennessee Baptist Student Union 

has launched an ambitious Student Sum
mer Missions program for 1957. Enthusiasm 
for it is running high in every section of 
the state. Students are giving sacrificially 
of their money to send other students who 
will give sacrifically of their time to do mis
sion work. Much witnessing will be done 
this summer by the students who will be 
sent. When they return to Tennessee next 
fall, they will kindle many fires of mission 
concern on their campuses and in nearby 
communities.

Much of the 1957 program will be car
ried out within the borders of continental 
United States. Eleven students will do this 
work under the direction of the Home Mis
sion Board. These fields include: Agricul
tural migrants in Maryland, American In
dians in New Mexico, the French of South
ern Louisiana, the Great Lakes Region, 
Colorado and Associated States, Arizona and 
Associated States and Special Language 
Groups in California. Never before have 
so many students worked on home mission 
fields under the sponsorship of the Ten
nessee Baptist Student Union.

Three students will be sent beyond our 
borders to Hawaii, Cuba, and Nigeria.

Missions— 1957
Hawaii a decade ago was the first field to 
receive B.S.U. missionaries, and has re
quested them every year since. Cuba re
quests students each summer, although 
Spanish speaking is required. The young 
lady who will go to Nigeria is a graduate 
nurse, and will engage in nursing work in

Dr. George Schweitzer, professor of Chemistry 
at the University of Tennessee, lecturing in 
South American Universities and nearby Bap
tist Missions.

a hospital, probably in Joinkrama. She will 
be associated with Dr. and Mrs. William 
Norman, Medical missionaries in Joinkrama. 
It is interesting to note that the Normans 
were sent several years ago to San Andres 
Island as Tennessee B.S.U. missionaries.

The program includes three special proj
ects. One has already been completed. A 
student was brought from the University of 
British Columbia to the Southern Baptist 
Student Congress on World Missions, De
cember 27-30, 1956. A University of Ten
nessee student will work in a National 
B.S.U. project, probably in Oregon or Wash
ington. A special program which concerns 
South American University centers will be 
begun this summer but will not be com
pleted until the summer of 1958. Dr. 
George Schweitzer, professor of Chemistry 
at the University of Tennessee and faculty 
advisor for the B.S.U. at that school will 
tour selected mission fields which are lo
cated in university centers in South Amer
ica. He will lecture on university campuses 
in the daytime and in Baptist Mission 
churches at night.

Tennessee Baptists are urged to pray for 
the students as they go and as they work. 
They will be faced with many difficult 
situations arid will be called upon to render 
services new to their experience.

Top Row: (left' to right) Ellen Frances Miles, Union University, Great Lake Region; Jo Anne 
Clarke, T.P.I., Great Lake Region; Andy Cloy Puckett, Jr., Vanderbilt University, Hawaii; 
Mary Elizabeth Alexander, East Tennessee State College, Arizona and Associated States; 
Glenda Cunningham, University of Chattanooga, Arizona and Associated States.
Second Row: Joy Hall, Belmont College, Colorado & Associated States; Shirley Prince, 
Union University, Colorado & Associated States; Glynn Bolch, Carson-Newman College, 
Cuba; Jean Sallee, Peabody College, American Indians; Hetty Mae Corey, Carson-Newman 
College, Language Groups in West.
Bottom Row: Jessie Mae Tench, Carson-Newman, Southern Louisiana; Jackie 
Hensley, University of Tennessee, National B.S.U. project; Arvey Lee Turner, Memphis 
State College, Working with Agriculture migrants; Gloria Jane Torrance, Harrison Chil
howee, Baptist Memorial Hospital Memphis, Carson-Newman College, Nigeria, Africa; 
Peggy Perkins, Memphis State College, Louisiana.

Hungarian Refugees Continue 
To Arrive In U.S.

By—R. Paul Caudill, 
Chairman, Relief Committee, B.W.A.

A total of 28,719 Hungarian refugees 
had arrived at Camp Kilmer as of Friday, 
March 8. Of this number, 27,391 had been 
processed and gone out to their sponsors 
here and there throughout the land, thus 
leaving a total of 1,328 at Camp Kilmer 
as of that day. The more than 28,000 refu
gees who had arrived as of March 8 came 
in 302 planes and four ships.

Authorities at Camp Kilmer expect an 
additional 2,800 refugees to arrive during 
the month of March, and no fewer than 
1,600 during the month of April. Although 
there has been no change in legislation rela-. 
tive to the refugees, it was pointed out that 
the President by executive order still has 
the authority to admit refugees on a month 
by month basis as he deems wise.

Camp Kilmer, run by the military, and 
designed to accommodate some 35,000 
soldiers on its spacious 1,572 acre grounds, 
has in other days seen as many as 70,000 
soldiers within its care at one time. Cur
rently some 1,000 enlisted men and 250 
officers are caring for the refugee installa
tion, though at one time as many as 5,000 
enlisted men, officers, and civilian personnel 
were required to care for the thousands of 
Hungarian refugees at the camp.

One is impressed by the predominantly 
young age level of the refugees—they aver
age about 29 years. It is significant to note 
that the very young people that the Com
munists had their best opportunity to in-
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Training Union Department

Carroll-Benton Associational 
Leadership Study Course

During the week of March 4th, Carroll- 
Benton Association engaged in a most suc
cessful Training Union Leadership School 
under the direction of Rev. Jonas Stewart, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Hunting
don and the Associational Missionary, Ed
win Alexander. Eleven churches were rep
resented during the week; Bruceton, 
Camden, Chalk Level, Hopewell, Howse, 
Huntingdon, McKenzie, McLemoresville, 
Missionary Grove, Prospect and Trace 
Creek.

The enrolment for the week was 228 
with an average attendance of 146 with 118 
receiving awards. The faculty for the week 
included Charles Norton, Eugene Crane, 
Miss Mary Anderson, Miss Betty Jo Corum, 
Miss Roxie Jacobs, Mrs. Jesse Meek from 
the State Training Union Department; Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwin Alexander, Rev. Robert 
Sanders, Mrs. Charles Smothers, Mrs. John 
Hicks, Mrs. Beulah Carey and Mrs. Harlie 
Wilkes from Carroll-Benton Association.

On Friday evening a mass meeting was 
held with an attendance of 245 and 16 
churches. In addition to the churches listed 
above the following were present on Friday 
night: Trezevant, Atwood, Liberty Hill, Mt. 
Nebo and Union Academy.

May we take this opportunity to con
gratulate Rev. Jonas Stewart, Associational 
Training Union Director, and Edwin Alex
ander, Associational Missionary, in a most 
successful week.

Mrs. A. G. Rose, Associational Director 
of the Fayette Association is the first person 
to receive the Award of Merit for the 
completion of the Adult Training Union 
Diploma in Tennessee. She is shown re
ceiving the Award of Merit from her pas
tor, Rev. Orvind M. Dangeau.

doctrinate were the ones who rose up in 
rebellion and struck off the shackles of com
munistic tyranny. Doubtless many of these 
young refugees will become our finest citi
zens and our most ardent foes of com
munism.
Thursday, March 28, 1957

Report of Nursery-Beginner-Primary 
Workshop

The Nursery-Beginner-Primary Leader
ship Workshop held at East Ridge Church, 
Chattanooga, had the following attendance.
Nursery Leaders __ ______________  23
Nursery Teachers ______   6
Beginner Leaders __________________ 14
Beginner Teachers ________________ 2
Primary Leaders___________________  29
Primary Teachers _________________ 3
Ministers of Education ____________ 3
Ministers of Music ________________ 1
Training Union Directors _______   3
Superintendents of Missions _________ 1
Associational Directors _____________ 1
Associate Directors ________________ 1
Associate in charge of Nursery,

Beginner, Primary work _________ 1
Primary work ____________________ 1
Pastors __________________________  9
Others ___________________________  19
Churches Represented ______________ 23

Sunday School Department ____________ __ _________________________________________

Beverly Hills, Memphis Has Sunday School 
Graduating Exercise

This is the first graduating class of Bev
erly Hills Baptist church, Memphis.

During the past year, twenty-two of our 
teachers and officers have completed the 
books required for the Worker’s Diploma. 
Seven of these received the red seal also; 
two received the red and blue seals and 
one received the diploma with red, blue 
and gold seals.

Dr. Ralph Moore, City Missionary for

Credit is due Mr. Sam 
Welch, Superintendent of 
Missions in Hamilton 
Association, Mr. Albert 
Waller, Associational 
Training Union Direc
tor, Mr. Luke Williams, 
Jr., Educational Director 
of East Ridge Church, 
for the good preparation 
they made for the Work-

Mrs. Meek sh°P;
Miss Mary Elizabeth 

Tyler, Mrs. Hoyte Hud
dleston and Mrs. Jesse Meek led the con
ferences for the Workshop.

Beals Chapel Church, Lenoir City, or
dained five deacons, March 10 They were 
Bill Stafford, Hugh Bailey, Bill Qwence, 
James Fritts, and R. W. Bailey.

Memphis, was the Commencement speaker, 
and Rev. Vernon Dutton, pastor, presented 
the diplomas.

At the close of the commencement ex
ercise, all those present were invited to a 
reception honoring the graduates.

There are 168 enrolled in the training 
program at Beverly Hills this year, and 
the graduating class for next year is ex
pected to be much larger.
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Rev. Elmer S. West, Jr. (right), secretary for missionary personnel of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, talks with young people from Tennessee who have just been appointed mission
aries. They are (left to right) Rev. and Mrs. Carlos R. Owens and Mr. and Mrs. John C. Raborn.

Four From Tennessee To Serve
Four young people from Tennessee were 

among the 17 appointed missionaries by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
at its March meeting. They are Rev. and 
Mrs. Carlos R. Owens, of Dover, who will 
serve in Tanganyika, East Africa, and Mr. 
and Mrs. John C. Raborn, of Memphis, who 
will serve in Hong Kong.

Mr. Owens is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Dover, a position he has held since 
February, 1955. He is also moderator of 
the Stewart County Baptist Association and 
travels on a part-time basis to promote as- 
sociational Sunday school work for the Sun
day School Department of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. He formerly pastored 
New Bethel and Friendship Baptist 
Churches, Paris, Tenn., and Bird’s Creek 
Baptist Church, Whitlock, Tenn.

A native of Henry County, Tennessee, 
he received the bachelor of arts degree 
from Union University, Jackson, Tenn., and 
the bachelor of divinity degree from South
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky.

Mr. Owens told the Board that during 
his last year of high school he felt that God 
was leading him into the ministry. During 
the next summer he surrendered to preach 
the gospel, he said.

It was during his college days that he 
became interested in missions. “Through 
missionary speakers on the college campus, 
Bible study, and mission classes, I began to 
realize the great need for men and women 
to carry this message I have to a foreign 
field,” he said.

He said it was while in the seminary that 
he dedicated his life to foreign missions

“after a season of private prayer” in his 
dormitory room.

Mrs. Owens, the former Myrtice Taylor 
was born in Dunedin, Fla. She received 
the R.N. from Mather School of Nursing, 
Southern Baptist Hos]pital, New Orleans, 
La., studied psychiatric nursing at Florida 
State Hospital, Chattahoochee, and obtained 
the bachelor of science degree in nursing 
education from Florida State University, 
Tallahassee. She received the master of 
religious education degree from Carver 
School of Missions and Social Work, Louis
ville.

Mrs. Owens has been a staff nurse at 
Morton Plant Hospital, Clearwater, Fla., 
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital, Florida 
State University Hospital, and Henry County 
General Hospital, Paris; a school nurse at 
Carver School of Missions and Social Work; 
and an instructor at Florida State Univer
sity School of Nursing and Henry County 
General Hospital.

She said that at the age of 16 she dedi
cated her life to service as a missionary 
nurse.

Mr. and Mrs. Owens have a daughter, 
Janice Alese, almost seven months.

Mr. Raborn is pastor’s associate at 
Temple Baptist Church, Memphis, where 
he has served since March, 1953. Before 
coming to Memphis he was educational di
rector at Urbandale Baptist Church, Dallas, 
Tex., and Birchman Avenue Baptist Church, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

He was in the U.S. Army Air Force for 
more than two years.

A native of Waco, Tex., Mr. Raborn at
tended Southern Methodist University, Dal
las, and received the bachelor of arts degree 
from Baylor University, Waco. He received 
the master of religious education degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem
inary, Fort Worth.

Mrs. Raborn is the former Nelwyn 
Martin, a native of Ysleta, Tex. She at
tended the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Texas, College Station, and 
Southwest Texas State Teachers College, 
San Marcos, and received the bachelor of 
arts degree from Baylor University. . She 
has also taken additional work at Baylor.

Among the various positions she has held 
are those of summer staff member at Ridge
crest (N. C.) Baptist Assembly, teacher in 
the speech department at Baylor, and office 
secretary at Birchman Avenue Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Raborn told the Board 
they had been willing for some time to 
serve as missionaries but that it was only 
last summer during a conference at Ridge
crest that they definitely felt God wanted 
them on the foreign mission field.

Mr. Raborn said: “I had dedicated my 
life to the field of religious education 
wherever God would lead me. I know now 
that God has called me to help all of the 
world to become Christian through the 
medium of local church training and teach
ing the Word of God.”

Mr. and Mrs. Raborn have three daugh
ters: Rebecca, six and a half; Peggy Jane, 
four and a half; and Kay Nelwyn, three 
and a half.

Other young people appointed at the 
March meeting of the Board are: J. Dale 
Carter and Sue Worthington Carter, Texas, 
for North Brazil; Marion G. (Bud) Fray, 
Jr., Missouri, and Jane Dawley Fray, Texas 
for Southern Rhodesia; M. Frank Gillham 
and Wynon Holmes Gillham, Texas, for 
East Pakistan; W. Trueman Moore and Jane 
Bassett Moore, Arkansas, for East Pakistan; 
Gerald W. Pinkston and Florence Goldston 
Pinkston, Texas, for Indonesia; Edward B. 
Trott, Texas, and Freda Porter Trott, Mis
sissippi, for North Brazil; and Sarah Wilson, 
North Carolina, for Argentina.

These appointments brought the total 
number of active Southern Baptist foreign 
missionaries to 1,127.

East* Texas Baptist College
Marshall, Texas

Reasonable Rates 
High Academic Standards 

Moral Community Surroundings 
Spiritual Atmosphere

Friendly Campus 
Well-Trained Faculty

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT 

H. D. Bruce, President
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Woman's Missionary Union

Mrs. Douglas J. Ginn 
Retires

On April 1 Mrs. Ginn, for thirty-six years 
as Office Secretary in the Woman’s Mis
sionary Union Office, will retire. Mrs. 
Ginn’s interest in and work for Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union dates far back 
of the time when she became a member of 
the office staff. A native of Nashville, she 
grew up in the same church with Mrs. 
W. C. Golden and Mrs. A. C. S. Jackson, 
early leaders of W.M.U. As young girls, 
she and her sister, Mary Lee (now Mrs. 
Turner), would go to the homes of these 
ladies and help wrap packages and address 
envelopes to be sent to the societies. In the 
days when the Executive Board was made 
up of two members each from the mission
ary societies of Nashville churches, Mrs. 
Ginn was on the Board. She was the first 
Mission Study Leader.

She belonged to what is thought to be 
the first Missionary Organization for Young 
Women in the state, “the Earnest Workers” 
which organized about 1888 at Third 
Church', Nashville. She was a member when 
the organization became a Y.W.A. in 1907. 
Later she served as counselor of the Y.W.A. 

■for several years and was, also, counselor 
for the Nashville Associational Y.W.A.

She became Office Secretary in July, 
1921. She has not only been most efficient 
in this position under three Executive Sec
retaries, Miss Margaret Buchanan, Miss 
Mary Northington, and Miss Mary Mills, 
but has done much field work, speaking, 
and teaching of classes. In the absence of the 
Executive Secretary, she has been in charge 
of the office. She has served with her pen— 
often writing and editing the W.M.U. page 
in the “Baptist and Reflector,” writing 
State Missions programs and other promo
tional materials.

For many years, Mrs. Ginn attended 
Young People’s Camps at Tennessee Col
lege, Cumberland University, Bethany Hills 
and Linden. Her camp duties were num
erous—playing the piano, taking care of 
finances, teaching classes and counseling 
with girls, boys and their leaders. In fact, 
young people and their counselors thought 
that camp would not be complete without 
“Mrs. Ginn.” She loved best the R.A. 
camps.

The employees of the Baptist State Board 
honored Mrs. Ginn in chapel March 21 
at which time she was given a Television 
from the group.

Mrs. Ginn was honored during the 
W.M.U. Annual Meeting this week at Knox
ville. She was presented a Love Gift from 
the women of the societies throughout the 
state.- She will continue to reside at 1805 
Belmont Boulevard, Nashville, Tennessee,

Tennessee-Georgia Tech Football Game
A Feature of Royal Ambassador Congress

Tommy Bronson, University of Tennessee 
football star, will be on hand to narrate a 
film showing of the University of Tennes
see-Georgia Tech football game at the Royal 
Ambassador Congress, Lincoln Park Bap
tist Church, Knoxville. This will be Friday 
night at the 9:00 P.M. fun time.

Other features of the Congress orogram 
will be a mission offering. Ronald Jackson, 
State Steward from Arlington Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, will lead boys in an 
offering which will be used to help build 
a Baptist Summer Camp for boys and girls 
in Old Mexico. The offering will be sent to 
Orvil Reid, Southern Baptist missionary.

Arlin Torbitt, State Recorder from First 
Baptist Church, Athens, will report on num
ber present and where they hail from. Over 
1200 are expected. Arlin will also bring a 
report to the Congress on the meeting place 
for 1958.

At 11:30 A.M. Friday, one group of the

Grigg Resigns Work
ALEXANDRIA, La.—(BP)—Wendell R. 

Grigg has resigned as director of work with 
Negroes for the Louisiana Baptist Conven
tion to accept a similar position with the 
Baptist State Convention of North Caro
lina. The change is effective Apr. 1.

Since Grigg came to Louisiana Jan. 1, 
1954, Negro work in that state has grown 
until now 19 persons are employed full or 
part-time. Also, some 85 Negro and white 
pastors and lay leaders serve on the facul
ties of extension schools. There are about 
300 Negro students.

Baptist Student Unions have been or
ganized on three of the five Negro college 
campuses in the state during the last two 
years.

FORT WORTH—(BP)—Southern Bap
tists now own one of the best trailer parks 
in the United States. Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary’s Mobile Home Park here has 
been chosen one of the top mobile home 
trailer parks in the nation, according to the 
Mobile Homes Manufacturers Association.

Brooks Road Church, Memphis, Rudy 
Bouland, pastor, has extended a call to Lacy 
Potter of Tupelo, Miss., to become music 
director. Brooks Road is currently engaged 
in selling $50,000 in bonds with which to 
build a chapel and Baby building. Dr. W. 
W. Phelps of the Bible Department of Bel
mont College will do the preaching in their 
revival April 7-21.

Congress will leave for a tour of Smoky 
Mountain National Park. At 1:30 P.M., 
another group will leave for a tour of Oak 
Ridge. The Congress will begin promptly 
at 6:45 P.M. Friday night at Lincoln Park 
Baptist Church.

Participating will be Rev. Charles R. 
Ausmus, Pastor of Lincoln Park Baptist 
Church, Mr. Jimmy Allen, former Royal 
Ambassador Secretary, Mr. Russell Tuck, 
Jr., student at Peabody College, and Mr. 
A. W. Powell, student at Belmont College. 
Mr. A. W. Powell will direct a pageant 
Saturday “Let’s Go Camping.” Those par
ticipating in the pageant are Ronnie 
Bargatze, Kenny Bartlett, Edward Kelly, 
Doug Jones, Don Robertson, Gary Traugh- 
ber, Billy Arnold, and Don Beecher, all 
ambassadors from Saturn Drive Baptist 
Church, Nashville.

Those among many others helping to 
make the Congress a success are Rev. M. K. 
Cobble, Gillespie Avenue Baptist Church, 
Knoxville; Mr. Wray Smith, Central Baptist 
Church, Bearden; Rev. Bob Lawrence, Ar
lington Baptist Church, Knoxville; Mr. 
Woody Lewis, Mrs. W. W. Brittain, Mr. 
Calvin Wardell, Mr. Jimmy Lewis, and Mr. 
John Craig, all of Lincoln Park Baptist 
Church, Knoxville; Mr. Willette Anderson, 
State Brotherhood Vice-President, and Mr. 
Raymond Hatmaker, Knox County Bro
therhood President, both of Knoxville; 
Mrs. Lawrence Trivette and Mrs. Harvey 
Highbaugh, both of Central Baptist 
Church, Fountain City; Mr. John Thomer- 
son, Belmont College Student; Dr. Robert 
E. Acker, Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, 
Knoxville; Mr. Loran Baker, Baptist Bro
therhood laymen of Knoxville; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Jim Amos of Saturn Drive Baptist 
Church in Nashville.

Remember—Registrations must be in by 
April 1. Send to Royal Ambassador Con
gress, Tennessee Baptist Convention, Nash
ville, with 75^ for each person. Boys must 
be page or above.

—Roy Gilleland, R.A. Secretary
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Foreign Board Appoints
Seventeen young people from seven states 

were appointed for missionary service in 
seven foreign countries at the March meet
ing of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. The first of an expected 130 ap
pointments during 1957, they bring the 
total number of active Southern Baptist 
foreign missionaries to 1,127.

The new appointees are J. Dale Carter 
and Sue Worthington Carter, Texas, for 
North Brazil; Marion G. (Bud) Fray, Jr., 
Missouri, and Jane Dawley Fray, Texas for 
Southern Rhodesia; M. Frank Gillham and 
Wynon Holmes Gillham, Texas, for East 
Pakistan; W. Trueman Moore and Jane 
Bassett Moore, Arkansas, for East Pakistan. 

' Also, Carlos R. Owens, Tennessee, and 
Myrtice Taylor Owens, Florida, for Tan
ganyika; Gerald W. Pinkston and Florence 
Goldston Pinkston, Texas, for Indonesia; 
John C. Raborn and Nelwyn Martin Ra- 
born, Texas, for Hong Kong; Edward B. 
Trott, Texas, and Freda Porter Trott, Mis
sissippi, for North Brazil; and Sarah Wilson, 
North Carolina, for Argentina.
Dr. Cauthen in Africa

Dr. Baker James Cauthen, executive sec
retary of the Foreign Mission Board, now 
visiting Southern Baptist mission fields in 
Africa, will go to the Near East before 
returning to Richmond about April 1.
Response to Suffering

In his report, Dr. George W. Sadler, 
secretary for Africa, Europe, and the Near 
East, said that Southern Baptists have 
played a worthy part in meeting need at a 
time when many Hungarians were in a 
desperate plight. The Relief Committee of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, of which 
Dr. Sadler is chairman, received $43,343 
in January and February of this year as 
compared to $8,019 during the same period 
in 1956.

Dr. Sadler continued: “Not in many a 
day have we had such a good report about 
work in Spain as the one which came a 
few days ago from Missionary Joseph W. 
Mefford, Jr. Not only were the Baptists of 
Valencia allowed to recondition a building 
for church purposes but they were given 
the permission of the governor of the dis
trict to occupy it. That does not mean, of 
course, that there is now religious liberty 
in Spain. What liberty is allowed is de
pendent partly upon the attitude of local 
government officials.”
The Asian Revolution »

Dr. J. Winston Crawley, secretary for the 
Orient, said events of the past few weeks
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Seventeen Missionaries
in the Far East give continuing evidence of 
the still unfinished revolution in that part 
of the world. He described briefly the re
cent uprisings in Indonesia and Thailand.

“As we continue our mission program in 
the countries of Asia, it is important that 
we understand such developments as these 
and the underlying conditions and forces out 
of which they arise,” Dr. Crawley said. 
“The basic concern in the revolution is with 
human needs; and awareness of those needs 
has brought about in every country a strug
gle for human betterment. The struggle in
cludes many aspects. Some of the most 
prominent are: the problem of poverty and 
economic planning, education and medicine, 
democracy and freedom. . . .

“These varied aspects of the unfinished 
Asian revolution point up the uncertainty 
and the difficulty we may expect in our mis
sion program during the decades ahead. 
At the same time, they constitute for us a 
challenge to sympathetic understanding and 
a tremendous opportunity for mission ad
vance during this fluid period in Asia’s 
history.”
Reception at S.B.C. Meeting

An informal reception giving messengers 
to the meeting of the Southern Baptist Con
vention an opportunity to meet their foreign 
missionaries will be held in the Grand Ball 
Room of the Sherman Hotel, Randolph at 
Clark, Chicago, Ill., from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

20th EDITION

anM
{Formerly known as "Pocket Bible Handbook"}

Book OF a Lifetime . . . For a Lifetime 
Loved alike by . . . Young and Old

Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines

Specially Useful for S S Teachers
It is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, 
with Notes onBooksof the Bible, their Historical, 
Geographical and Chronological Backgrounds, 
with 75 Illustrative Maps:
Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 78 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions:
Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and 
Rome, touching the Bible Story:
How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manu
scripts and Early Christian Writings:
An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fath
ers, Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, 
Luther and the Reformation.
Now Contains “Best Bible Verses”. There 
is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Biblical information.

{Further particulars sent on request}
4 x x 1J^ inches

956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00
Order from your BAPTIST BOOK STORE

Chattanooga—734 Cherry St.
Memphis—24 North Second St.

Nashville—161 Sth Ave., N.
Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave.

on Wednesday, May 29.
Approximately 150 furloughing and 

newly appointed missionaries and several 
members of the Foreign Mission Board 
headquarters staff will be on hand to greet 
the messengers.
Foreign Missions Conferences

“Face to Face with World Missions” is 
the theme of the 1957 Foreign Missions 
Conferences to be held at Ridgecrest 
(N. C.) June 20-26; and Glorieta (N. M.) 
August 15-21.

A special World-Missions-Year feature of 
the Ridgecrest program will be a full meet
ing of the Foreign Mission Board, June 
20-21, with the appointment of a number 
of young people to overseas mission service.

Dr. Ralph A. Herring, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, N. C., will 
be the Bible teacher at Ridgecrest; and Dr. 
James Leo Green, professor of Old Testa
ment interpretation, Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C., 
will have the Bible hour at Glorieta.

Both assemblies will feature conferences 
for all age groups, plus an additional one 
for mission study leaders.

A new novel 
by LeGETTE 

BLYTHE

CROWN

Beginning with the 
crucifixion and the 
resurrection, this
dramatic novel plunges you 
into those exciting years when 
the Christian Church began.

Central character is Longinus, 
Roman soldier whose journey 
into faith brings him in touch 
with the giants of the New 
Testament.

Of this inspiring book by the 
author of Bold Galilean, Dr. 
Claude U. Broach, minister of 
St. John's Baptist Church in 
Charlotte, N. C., says:

"It is a reverent story, told 
with sympathy and restraint. . .

"Luke the historian, author 
of the Book of Acts, would 
have liked it." $3.50

order from your

BAPTIST
BOOK STORE

Chattanooga—734 Cherry St. 
Memphis—24 North Second St. 

Nashville—161 8th Ave., N. 
Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 7, 1957

By O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious 
Education, Carson-Newman College

-Facing The Cross—
Texts: Matthew 26:1 to 27:10 (Larger) Matthew 26:26-29, 36-46 (Printed)

The Cross has long since become the one 
symbol of Christianity. Whether seen atop 
a church building or as an ornament of ap
parel or traced with the hand across the 
breast, it means that Christ and His cause 
are in mind. The best place, incidentally, 
to see it is in the life and conduct of the 
Christian as he manifests its principle day 
by day. Denial and sacrifice of self for 
Christ’s sake is its best expression.

The Cross reminds of two great and com
pelling realities, the compassionate love of 
God and the exceeding sinfulness of man. 
God gave His best treasure in Jesus Christ, 
the only begotten Son. in order that all men 
might be delivered from their sins. Also, 
evil men were willing to go to any length 
in order to get rid of the best Friend that 
the world has ever known. We do well, then, 
to face the Cross in the light of this lesson.

FACING IT IN THE UPPER ROOM (vv. 26-29)

After eating the Passover with the Twelve, 
our Lord then gave to them (or at least to 
the Eleven, for able scholars think that Ju
das had left before this time) what is known 
as the Lord’s Supper. It was a tender and 
sacred moment, designed to help them to 
remember Him and His approaching death 
and by implication look forward to His sec
ond coming. The central doctrine is that 
of the atonement. They were to see in the 
eating of the bread and the drinking of the 
cup His broken body and shed blood, mak
ing possible the remission of sins. The me
morial, in both its simplicity and profundity, 
was to be a symbol of what would actually 
transpire not many hours later on Calvary 
when after hours of anguish He would cry, 
“It is finished,” bow His head and give up 
His life.

But note how men have distorted this 
simple but glorious meal, how they have sub
stituted man’s traditions for the Lord’s 
teachings, how they have thus marred the 
picture itself. Some have said that as a re
sult of certain incantations the bread and 
the fruit of the vine actually become Christ’s 
flesh and blood. Others have said that its 
celebration becomes a means of God’s sav
ing and sustaining grace. Still others have 
insisted that it is to be a method of showing 
Christian fellowship. All such misconcep
tions disappear when seen in the light of 
the Scriptures. With this ordinance as with 
baptism, both given to the churches, any 
sort of deviation from the Word of God be
comes in reality a tampering with the Word 
itself. For both are teaching in nature. To 
change them or deviate from the Bible’s

teaching concerning them is a form of Bible 
mutilation.

FACING IT IN GETHSEMANE (vv. 36-46)

Here we enter holy ground. Here we re
move our shoes in reverential awe, as we 
contemplate what took place in this Garden 
somewhere near midnight before the Cru
cifixion the following day. Accompanying 
Him were Peter, James and John. Leaving 
them near the entrance He went deeper and 
prostrated Himself both in body as well as 
spirit with, “Nevertheless not as I will, but 
as thou wilt.” The cup of suffering and death 
and separation that He was about to drink 
He knew would be indeed bitter. That He 
must have struggled beyond our ability to 
comprehend is glimpsed in the fact that He 
prayed the same prayer three times. The 
Three deserted Him in the companionship of 
prayer by going to sleep. Did they cry them
selves to sleep? One wonders. Or was it still 
a lack of understanding upon their part as 
to what it was all about? Confusion and dis
tress were mingled.

In this prayer, uttered three times, we 
discover the essence of prayer itself. It is 
the willingness upon the part of the one 
praying to have God’s will done at all costs. 
It is the complete renunciation of the self 
and the interests of the self. Such writers 
as Hallesby insist that herein lies the key 
to prayer. One agrees heartily. This is not 
getting God on our side. It is, instead, our 
getting on God’s side.

$1 Million In Bonds 
Issued By Illinois

CARBONDALE, Ill.—(BP)—Executive 
Secretary Noel M. Taylor announced that 
churches affiliated with the Illinois Baptist 
State Association have issued over $1 mil
lion in Broadway church bonds during the 
last 10 months.

21 churches have issued the bonds during 
the 10-month span. Taylor reported that 
to date $756,175 worth of bonds—75 per 
cent of the total issued—have been sold.

The state association has a contract with 
the Broadway Plan of Church Finance, a 
Houston, Tex., group, whereby the state 
association guarantees the bonds issued by 
the churches affiliated with it. This helps 
the churches get better interest rates and 
better markets for their bonds.

Your bookstore carries a representa
tive line of fine Oxford Bibles, pub
lished for every need. Here we suggest 
three — a large type, readable King 
James Bible, a Scofield Reference 
Bible, and a vest pocket New Testa
ment with Psalms.
O4693x New Long Primer Family 
Bible. Persian, levant grain, half cir
cuit, round corners, red under gold 
edges. Center column references, illus
trated Cyclopedic Concordance, maps. 
Modified self - pronouncing. Oxford 
India paper edition. Family Record.

5i%fix8%xl". $17.00

158x Scofield Ref efence Bible. French 
Morocco, limp, leather lined, round 
corners, gold edges, ornamental gold 
roll. Concordance, Dictionary of Scrip
ture Proper Names, Subject Index, 
maps. Oxford India paper. Family 
Record. 4% x 714c x % . Black or 
Red. $15.50
0131x Ruby New Testament with 
Psalms. Persian Morocco, divinity cir
cuit, round corners, gold edges. Wafer 
thin Oxford India paper edition. 2% x 
3% x 14". $4.00

Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave. 
Chattanooga—734 Cherry St.

Memphis—24 North Second St.
Nashville—161 8th Ave., N.

5,000 S WANTED
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books; 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture cal
endars,^ greeting cards. Good commission 
Send for free catalog and price-list

George W. Noble, The Christian Co.
Dept D, Pontlao Bldg., Chicago, 5, HL
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Z)keSouth—
The eight letters in today’s column are 

from eight friends who want to get letters 
from you. Read each letter before you 
decide on a new pen pal for this last week 
in March.

From Donna Campbell, Box 464, Milan, 
Tenn.:

I am 10 years of age and would like to 
have a pen pal 10 or 11 years old. I go to 
the North Side Baptist Church where I am a 
member. My hobbies are collecting stamps 
and collecting books. I will try to answer all 
the letters I get.

From Judy Brown, 507 Field Road, 
Elizabethton, Tenn.:

I am 13 years old. My birthday is June 
10. My hobbies are sewing and swimming. 
I also like to play basketball. I would like to 
have pen pals ages 12-15. I will answer 
every letter I get.

From Donna Henley, 5181 Holms Rd., 
Memphis, Tenn.:

I am 13 years old and my birthday is 
September 1. I am in the eighth grade at 
Capleville School. I would like to have pen 
pals all ages. I’ll try to answer every letter I 
get (if and when 1 do).

From Alice Kee, Route 5, Somerville, 
Tenn.:

I am 15 years old and will be 16 on May 
17. I woud like to have pen pals. My 
hobbies are playing basketball and listening 
to the radio. I am a member of the 
Intermediate G.A. and a member of the 
First Baptist Church. Brother Dangeau is 
our pastor.

From Joan Reid, Route 1, Orlinda, Tenn.:
I am 12 years old. My birthday is June 

29. I go to Orlinda Elementary School and 
am a member of Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church. My favorite sport is basketball. I 
would like to have some pen pals ages 12-14.

From Troy Lee Jones, Star Route, Tellico 
Plains, Tenn.:

I enjoy reading the Young South page in 
the Baptist and Reflector. I am twelve 
years old. My birthday is March 1. I go to 
Towee Falls Church. I will try to answer all 
the letters I get.

From Erma G. Thompson, Route 3, 
Bethpage, Tenn.:

This is my second time to write to you. I 
would like to have some pen pals. I have 
one, but would like more. I am a Christian 
and belong to the Missionary Baptist Church 
here.

I would like a picture of every pen pal, 
because collecting photographs is one of my 
hobbies. I also like to clean house and cook.

From Joyce Cutrell, Dixon Springs, Tenn.: 
This is my third time to write to you. I 

have seven pen pals. I really do enjoy 
reading the Young South.

I go to Cox-Davis School and am in the 
sixth grade. I am 11 years old, and my 
birthday is October 18.

I go to Riddleton Baptist Church. My 
father is the superintendent of the Sunday 
school and also teacher of the Intermediate 
boys’ class.

I am a Christian. I would like to have 
pen pals ages 11-13. I have one sister. My 
hobbies are playing basketball, skating, and 
collecting pictures. I am also taking piano 
lessons. We have two pets—a parakeet 
named Tommy and a cat named Spotty.

Isn’t Joyce’s letter full of interesting 
information? I imagine it will help her to 
get several pen pals.

The other letters are also invitations to 
you if you are looking for a new friend. 
Which letter will you choose to answer?

AUNT POLLY
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

^.4 ft Ml' TITHE 
\g)for THEE

fya, "fate.
I believe God’s book ... every 
word of it. I have found that the 
Jews were required to tithe. 
Surely I would do no less.

Jesus was vitally concerned that 
I have the right attitude toward 
money. That’s why he spoke 
five times as often on that sub
ject as on any other.

I have taken God at his word 
end He has kept every promise. 
My life has been richer, fuller, 
sweeter since I began to tithe.

©

MY TITHE SERVES CHRIST

WHY DON? YOU TITHE?

CURLEY PRINTING CO. 
Printers-Publ ishers 
412 Demonbreun Nashville, Tenn.

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

Two Negro lads were discussing pro and 
con evidences for the supernatural. One was 
skeptical, but the other argued earnestly for 
the reality of “hants” in particular. He 
solemnly affirmed that no later than the night 
before he had seen a ghost coming out of a 
long-unoccupied house commonly reputed to 
be haunted. Not only that, but the apparition 
was carrying its own head under its arm, 
and walking toward the narrator. “What 
was dis yere ghos’ doin’ de las’ you seen of 
him?” demanded the unbeliever.

“Jes’ failin’ behind, boy—jes failin’ be
hind!”

Planning a vacation stay in Florida, the 
retired railroader didn’t know what to do 
with his dog. He decided to write the hotel 
and ask if dogs were allowed.

Promptly, the hotel manager wrote back: 
“I’ve been in this business for 30 years. 
Never have I called on police to eject a 
disorderly dog. Never has a dog set fire to 
a bed with a cigaret. I have never found a 
hotel towel or blanket in a dog’s suitcase. 
Nor a whisky ring on a dresser. Sure, the 
dog is welcome!” And the manager added a 
postscript: “If the dog will vouch for you, 
come along, too.”

The pupils in Tommy’s class made a list 
of all the words that apply to size—large, 
small, tiny, big, etc.

Suddenly Tommy raised his hand and 
said, “Oh, we forgot the most important 
word—King-size.”

Two secretaries were overheard discussing 
a new office machine: “I know that new 
electronic computer does the work of three 
men,” one observed morosely, “but personal
ly I’d rather have the men.”

Don’t brag; it isn’t the whistle that pulls 
the train.

A timely note from Harry C. Bauer, 
Director of Libraries at the University of 
Washington, Seattle, reports that students in 
the freshman composition classes are com
ing apart at the themes.
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Retired Editor Keeps 
Rendezvous Unafraid

Erwin L. McDonald, Editor 
Arkansas Baptist

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.—“There is a 
killer in my bloodstream. How long it can 
be kept subdued neither I nor the doctors 
know.”

So wrote Dr. B. H. Duncan in August 
1956 while serving as editor of Arkansas 
Baptist, in an article, “My Rendezvous with 
Death.” Dr. 'Dunean died March 19 in 
Little Rock, Ark. He was buried at Marion, 
Ky., two days later. (Editors Note.)

An intimate and inspiring account of his 
personal experiences upon learning he was 
afflicted with leukemia, the story was pub
lished in newspapers and magazines across 
the country.

Dr. Duncan wrote:
“Death isn’t a stranger to me, a Baptist 

minister for 46 years. I have prayed with 
scores of people in their last hour, I have 
turned from the deathbed to comfort hun
dreds of others in their hours of sorrow. 
Standing beside the casket, I have pointed 
thousands to the Christ I served as the one 
great comforter in all hours of grief. . . .

“. . . ihe question was hurled at me: will 
my life in these few weeks be an example 
of what I have preached? Does death look 
different, now that it has come so near to 
me, than it looked when I was counseling 
with others and praying with them when 
they faced the grim reaper? Is the counsel 
I gave to others adequate for myself. . . ?

Am I willing to rest my case upon the 
assurances I gave to others through the 
years? After a thorough heart searching I 
found that I could add nothing new for my 
own counsel.

“The same assurances of God’s word 
which had met the needs of others is suf
ficient for me. The same Christ whom I 
had held up as Lord and Saviour to others 
in their trials is also my comforter and stay. 
I can say with the Apostle Paul, ‘I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day’!”

Dr. Duncan achieved his stated purpose 
of “living a full life while life lasts, be it 
long or short.” Although he gradually be
came weaker, he continued to serve in his 
editorial post until last December 31.

He meticulously set his affairs in order. 
Before he was past going, he accompanied 
Mrs. Duncan to an undertaker’s and to
gether they chose his casket.

Dr. Duncan was born in Crittenden 
County, Ky., Nov. 13, 1889, a son of Rice 
H. and Ida Brantley Duncan. He received 
his education at Bethel College (now de
funct), Russellville, Ky., and from the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

His pastorates included: First Baptist 
Church, Marion, Ky.; Timmonsville, Black
ville, and Elko Baptist Churches, all in 
South Carolina; First Baptist Church, Ash-

"k Baptist Rite"
John Jeter Hurt, 215 Rumson Rd., N.E. 

Atlanta, Ga.

The subject is not of my choosing, but 
comes from President Duke McCall’s fer
tile brain. And he invites discussion in the 
Baptist press. In discussing the above sub
ject he says some interesting things. For 
instance: “Baptists, at least Southern Bap
tists, have developed a rite. I am talking 
about our method of receiving new mem
bers into our churches.” Then he goes on.

1. “The negative vote is not expected. 
The absence of the request for the nega
tive vote indicates that we have dropped the 
pretense of congregational action. (There 
is no vote in a democracy without oppor
tunity for any negatives. JJH) It is dif
ficult to make an event of the coming of 
any individual when so many come so 
often.” I cannot agree.

2. “In the second place,” says my friend, 
“except in rural areas the complexity of the 
community and the size of the churches 
keep most of the members present from 
knowing anything about the individual ap
plying for membership.”—Why not ask him 
his intentions right on the spot? We are 
more concerned with what applicants for 
membership would do than with what they 
have done.

3. Because of absence of understanding 
of what the congregation is actually doing 
... we have gotten embarrassed by the 
implication in that voteThat John Doe may 
not be qualified for church membership. . . . 
We have forgotten that the church is sup
posed to be a congregation of the redeemed 
acting in the spirit of Christ.” The first part 
is hazy to me,—but a hearty Amen to the 
last.

4. Finally, on the lowest limb of motives, 
we are so statistic and report conscioos that 
we are glad to see more people coming, 
and we hope that it all will turn out for 
the best, even if some of them are not 
propelled by the Spirit of God.” Comment: 
Christianity is a religion of both faith and 
adventure: whether we look for it in the 
New Testament; or in the church of Jesus 
Christ; or in some saint wearing himself 
out in winning; or in a prodigal who stag
gers at last to the house of God for a new 

burn, Ga.; and First Baptist Church, Hot 
Springs, Ark. He was editor of Arkansas 
Baptist, Little Rock, weekly news magazine 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, 
from 1947 to shortly before his death.

His denominational positions included: 
president, Southern Baptist Press Associa
tion, 1952-53; member of Southern Baptist 
Radio Commission, 1946-47; and director 
of Arkansas Baptist Radio Commission, 
1947-48, and radio preacher, 1948.

He is the author of two books, “From 
Bondage to Freedom,” and “Personal Ad
ventures with Jesus.”

Survivors include Mrs. Duncan, the for
mer Miss Helen Brown of Kentucky.

start. We Baptists are more interested in 
penitents than in pedigrees; in where our 
new members are going than in where they 
have been.

There are many dangers in our democ
racy, of course. They need discussion. But 
democracy remains the best government we 
know. It makes room for the private in the 
ranks. And never overlooks the welfare of 
the group.

I had a few thoughts on these problems 
fifty years ago. And worked out a simple 
procedure in receiving new members,— 
whether coming for baptism or by letter; 
ten-year-olds or their fathers and mothers; 
students or dignified college professors; 
former deacons or distinguished Baptist 
preachers. Having invited the applicants to 
stand, the minister asked them to join us 
in covenanting,—

1. To attend the services of God’s house 
as best you can. “Not forsaking the assem
bling of yourselves together” is the way our 
Scriptures put it in Hebrews 10:25.

2. To help us strengthen and maintain 
the ties which bind our hearts in Christian 
love. “We, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and every one members on^Jof 
another.” (Rom. 12:5) ®

3. To give your money in such por^pn 
as a Scripturally enlightened conscience ^all ■ 
dictate. We do not tell you how much, out. 
we tell you to ask God how much. “If Sv: 
of you lack wisdom let him ask of God r. .'•} ' 
And it shall be given.” (James 1:5) s ’

4. Ours is a missionary Baptist church. 
An omissionary member would not feel 
comfortable here. We will not change un
less Christ cancels his great commission.

And now, if your coming means you are 
ready to join us in maintaining these funda
mentals you will indicate your purpose with 
uplifted hand. Take time to see if every 
hand is lifted. If so, turn to the small or 
large audience with such announcement, 
Then the minister is ready to ask all who 
favor receiving each of the applicants to 
lift their hands. And always,—“If any op
pose, lift your hand.”

Having used the above method more than 
thirty years in First Baptist Churches in 
Conway, Ark., Durham and Wilmington, 
N. C. and Jackson, Tenn., I am not pre
pared to agree with my brilliant friend that 
“it is difficult to make an event of the com
ing of any individual when so many come 
so often.” Receiving new members was al
ways a very solemn and uplifting event 
with us.

BOOKS RECEIVED
The Pattern of Authority by Bernard 

Ramm, Eerdmans; 117 pp.
Songs for Women Number 1, by Alta C.

Faircloth; Broadman; 50^.
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