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Baptist Statesman, Dr. 
Austin Crouch, Killed

THUS SA1TH THE PREACHER—

NASHVILLE — (BP) — Dr. Austin 
Crouch, executive secretary emeritus of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, was killed here Aug. 28 as he 
crossed a busy throughfare about a half
block from his home.

Dr. Crouch, 87 apparently died instantly 
when struck by an automobile. The Baptist 
leader was walking home after getting off a 
bus that brought him from his office in the 
Baptist Sunday School Board Building.

Dr. Crouch was a Christian statesman 
whose knowledge of doctrine on one hand 
and business and financial affairs on the 
other helped mould Southern Baptists for 
over two decades.

He was serving his second period as pas
tor of First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., when he and others helped lead to 
the establishment of the Executive Com
mittee with a full-time administrative staff. 
In 1927, he was called to be its first execu
tive secretary and served until 1946, when 
he retired.

Dr. Crouch was also among the leaders 
in establishing the Cooperative Program, the 
financial plan used by Southern Baptists to
day to carry on their missionary and educa
tional work.

The day before his death, Dr. Crouch had 
returned from a visit to McKinney, Tex., 
where he was ordained to the Baptist minis
try 64 years ago. Although born in Carrol- 
ton, Mo., Dr. Crouch spent most of his 
youth in McKinney.

As a student at Baylor, Dr. Crouch pas- 
tored East Waco (now Turner St.) Baptist
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Time Was . . .
Dear Editor:

Ralph McGill, Editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, takes looks at people, places, 
and things in general in his provocative edi
torials. After reading one of his columns I 
usually wish I could read them more often, 
regularly even.

He had a beautiful piece of poetic prose 
which he entitled “Lonely Chimneys Speak 
from the Fields”, in which he talked about 
the lonely chimneys made of old brick or 
field stones, standing like tombstones mark
ing something that died. He’s talking about 
the abandoned farms which dot the country 
side of Georgia. We have them in every 
Southern state.
“Time was when there was a house there; 
a fire in the big fireplace, the smell of cook
ing and of living. Time was when children 
played about the place, on the bare-swept 
yard or beneath the big trees. Time was 
when a light showed from the window at 
night and the red sparks flew from the 
chimney. Time was . . . Now only the 
chimneys stand, mutely eloquent of a time 
that was.

“New mills are coming; new methods 
are running toward us; it is happening 
everywhere; in South America, in Asia, in 
the Middle East - - all around the earth

Church, succeeding the late Dr. George W. 
Truett. In 1900 he became pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Corinth, Miss., serving until 
1905.

From 1909 to 1912, he was pastor of 
Gaston Ave., Baptist Church in Dallas. He 
served his first period as pastor in Murfrees
boro, Tenn., from 1912 to 1918. Then he 
was called to First Baptist Church, Jones
boro, Ark.

He returned to Murfreesboro First 
Church in 1922 as pastor.

In the field of doctrine, Dr. Crouch 
wrote a number of books widely read. Thev 
include “The Plan of Salvation,” “The Right 
Side of Death,” “How Southern Baptists Do 
Their Work,” “The Progress of the Christian 
Life,” and “Is Baptism Essential to Salva
tion?”

He wrote several in his later years after 
his sight and hearing were failing. He con
tinued to come to his office daily when in 
the city and enjoyed good health. Dr. 
Crouch answered many letters requesting in
formation about Baptist beliefs and de
nominational activities.

When he died, he was in the process of 
seeking a publisher for a book he wrote 
about the atonement.

there is movement and change - - but, still 
- - there are those saying, “Let’s go back 
. . . Let’s stay where we are . . . Let’s cling 
to the old ways . . . But even as they shout, 
the earth turns inexorably on the wheel of 
the sun, and we move toward the inevi
table future.”

Doc, I tell you that there’s truth in Mr. 
McGill’s feeling, and the truth has to do 
with more than broken down farms, and 
tall standing, mute chimneys.

Change is an inevitable part of life wheth
er we like it or not. And change comes in 
the society of men as well as in agriculture. 
Yet, we find it awfully hard to adjust to 
change. There’s something in us that rebels 
against the new, that wants things always 
to remain as they are, or as they were.

Jesus faced the same thing with those 
who wanted the Kingdom of David restored. 
They would prefer that to the Kingdom of 
Heaven Jesus was talking about. Many per
sons in our time are no different. When 
Jesus comes, we ought to stop saying, “Time 
was,” and begin saying, “Time is,” or, bet
ter, “Time shall be.”

Yours, for today and tomorrow, 
G. Avery Lee 
First Baptist Church 
Ruston, La.

Paul D. Brewer, originally from Chattanooga, 
was one of the six Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary graduates to receive advanced 
graduate degrees at the commencement this 
summer. He is shown here getting his hood 
which signifies that he has completed success
fully the work for the Doctor of Theology 
degree. Dr. Brewer graduated from Carson- 
Newman College in 1951 when he began his 
studies at Southwestern. He is now pastor of 
The Southside Baptist Church in Wichita Falls, 
Texas. (Southwestern Seminary Photo)
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Journey To Japari
Gaines S. Dobbins

Dr. Dobbins is Distinguished Professor of 
Church Administration in Golden Gate Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Berkeley, California

Christ has not saved Japan but he is lay
ing hold on it savingly!

Our immediate impression of Baptist 
work in Japan is that it has received a fresh 
infusion of power. The period of meager 
beginnings is over and an era of expansion 
is at hand. We were made to thank God for 
every memory of the pioneers who laid 
strong and deep foundations for those who 
are now building wisely and well. Our 
churches are housed in attractive buildings, 
strategically located, and led by Japanese 
pastors and people who are consecrated 
and competent. The missionaries no longer 
have to carry the heavy burden of local 
leadership—their chief function is that of 
counsel and guidance.

On every hand are evidences of the 
New Japan that is emerging. The new era 
stands in strange contrast with the old. 
Factories, stores, hotels, theaters, apartment 
houses and residences are often as modern 
as anything in New York City or San 
Francisco; yet alongside them are ancient 
Shinto and Buddhist shrines and temples. 
Education has produced the most literate of 
nations; yet of the 90 million people, 60 
million are still dominated by superstitions 
and religious customs that are incredible to 
the Western mind. In the crowded cities, the 
best and the worst have met.

We of the United States may find it dif
ficult to believe that Tokyo is the world’s 
largest city. A recent census report puts 
Tokyo ahead of London and New York 
City proper. With its nearly ten million peo
ple, Tokyo is not only the biggest city, it is 
by far the noisiest! Autos are not driven by 
rules but by horns. The fearful mixup, as 
drivers on the wrong side of the road fight 
for space, giv^s the visitor the impression of 
a traffic madhouse. Never did the words of 
Jesus about the multitudes “distressed and 
scattered as sheep not having a shepherd’’ 
have such poignant meaning as when we 
watched the surging crowds in downtown 
Tokyo on a Sunday afternoon. All the stores 
and shops were open, and we were told 
that Sunday is the busiest trading day of 
the week.

But outworn Buddhism and present-day 
materialism cannot satisfy the spiritual 

hunger of Japan’s millions. Communism 
seems definitely to have lost its bid for 
Japan. Roman Catholicism is making a 
strong appeal but cannot fill the spiritual 
void. Our simple New Testament strategy of 
teaching, preaching, and healing is winning 
the lost and building the saved into strong 
and fruitful churches.

How we are winning is well illustrated 
by the Mejiro Baptist Church, Tokyo, of 
which the Rev. Mr. Matsumuru is pastor. 
His wife is the former Akiko Endo, graduate 
of Carver School of Missions, Louisville, 
Kentucky. The church is located in a 
densely populated area of nominal Buddhists 
Each of the Church’s ten deacons became 
the teacher of a class of Sunday School 
adults. Every Wednesday night the pastor 
helps them prepare to teach next Sunday’s 
lesson. Each deacon, with the help of his 
wife and other church members, invites 
neighbors to attend his Bible class. The re
sponse has been little less than amazing. An 
adult department with ten classes reaches 
an ever increasing number of parents and 
their children. Recently a week’s revival was 
held with seventy professions of faith, 
mainly adults from the Sunday school 
classes. The same type of organization is 
maintained for Training Union, fully graded 
like the Sunday school, and almost as well 
attended. Two special Unions, one for in
quirers and one for new members, are 
operated. This way of winning the lost and 
developing the saved represents the new 
era of Baptist progress in Japan.

Representing the Commission on Bible 
Teaching and Membership Training of the 
Baptist World Alliance, I have held many 
conferences that give unmistakable evidence 
of the rising tide of enthusiasm for the 
growing of teaching-training churches 
throughout Japan. So great has been the 
demand that my speaking engagements have 
been limited only by time and strength. 
“The Dayspring from on. high” is assuredly 
visiting the people of the Land of the Rising 
Sun. Perhaps nowhere in the world will 
our missionary investment pay richer divi
dends than in Japan, both for its own sake 
and because it is the key to the Christian 
conquest of the Orient.

From Japan we shall go to Taiwan, 
thence to the Philippines and on to Hong 
Kong, about which I shall write later.

Once we roared like lions for liberty, now 
we bleat like sheep for security! The 
solution of America’s problem is not in 
terms of big government but it is in big 
men over whom nobody stands in control 
but God.—Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, 
noted clergyman and author.

In developing our civilization, we have lived 
in comparative isolation and haven’t 
realized what the rest of the world is like. 
And now that the world is at our door- . 
step, we are going to have to do con
siderable mental adjusting, and in so doing 
many prejudices will have to go. Prej
udice is taught; it is not born. A white 
boy who had lived in Africa and the 
Near East as a child and had known very 
few white playmates, was returning to the 
United States to come to school. He met 
his cousin for the first time when arriv
ing in New York, and his first observa
tion was: My gosh, Pop, she’s white.”— 
John H. Furbay, director of Air World 
Education, Trans World Airlines, “Edu
cation for a World in Transition.” Na
tional Elementary Principal.

During a visit to Korea two American 
business men were highly amused to see 
a young farmer pulling a plow guided 
by his father. Upon recounting the story 
to a missionary they learned this father 
and son were Christians who sold their 
ox and contributed the money to their 
church for a new building.
Responded one of the men in an awed 
voice, “What a stupendous sacrifice!”.
The missionary replied evenly, “They did 
not feel that way about it. They counted 
it a great joy that they had an ox to give 
to the Lord’s work.”—Walter Schlicht- 
ing, “Christians, Luxury and Sacrifice.” 
Moody Monthly.
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(Editorial s

Dr. Austin Crouch
The name of Austin Crouch is written into the life of Southern 

Baptists as one ever to be remembered with honor and gratitude. He 
served long and well as a pastor. He was a winsome preacher of the 
gospel. He was a great soul-winner. He was an author of note. He 
was a wise counselor. For all these things he will be remembered.

But most of all, his name has been written into the life of South
ern Baptists by wise leadership at a crucial time, bringing into 
being better business methods in denominational affairs. Heading a 
Committee on Business Efficiency in 1925, he made an exhaustive 
study of the business of the Southern Baptist Convention and all 
its agencies. Dr. Crouch brought recommendations which led to 
the enlargement of the Executive Committee in 1927, making it 
representative of every part of the Convention territory, giving it a 
permanent locale and authority to speak and act at any time in the 
name of the Convention in keeping with the special authority 
granted it by that body. This came about as the culmination of 82 
years of denominational experience which demonstrated the neces
sity of adopting better financial methods through budget control. 
Because there was a lack of proper control, Convention causes had 
a staggering debt of six and one-half million dollars at the end of 
1926. This, of course, was aggravated when the financial depression 
followed. The morale of our people was low. Creditors were clamor
ing for payment of loans. It was in such dark days as these that Dr. 
Austin Crouch was chosen in 1927 to be the first Executive Secre
tary of the newly created Executive Committee. He led in those 
wise measures of correlation, budget control and debt paying that 
changed a deplorable situation into a day of new hope. The Co
operative Program was brought into being with its budget plan for 
using the contributions of Baptists in financing the affairs of the 
denomination. The corner was turned. A new feeling of assurance 
suffused our denominational work, state and southwide. The causes
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of missions, education, and benevolence were enlarged. Baptists 
entered a new era of expansion.

The Spirit of God uses many for many purposes. Austin Crouch 
was used to bring about a closer correlation of our agencies, making 
them more efficient in administration, enabling Southern Baptists to 
more effectively implement the great purposes which on May 8, 
1845 brought the Convention into being, namely: “organizing a plan 
for eliciting, combining, and directing the energies of the denomina
tion for the propagation of the gospel. . .”

62 Out of Every 100
Church membership rolls in the United States gained nearly 

twice that of the estimated 1.7 per cent population rise for the 
past year.

Church member total for all faiths is 103,224,954, according to 
the figures in the 1958 Yearbook of American Churches. This 
means that 62 out of every 100 Americans of all ages are members 
of a church or synagogue.

The figure a century ago was only 20 out of every 100. In the 
last generation span of 30 years, church membership has doubled, 
while population has risen 40 per cent.

There are now 60,148,980 Protestants in the U.S.A., 34,563,851 
Roman Catholics, 5,500,000 Jews, and 2,598,055 Eastern Orthodox 
communicants.

The Roman Catholic Church considers all “baptized”, including 
infants, to be church members. Most Protestant church bodies 
count only those young people and adults who have attained “Full 
membership”, all but a small minority of these being over 13 years 
of age.

The major religious bodies have developed in about the same 
relationship to each other during the last 50 years. Thirty years 
ago, 27 per cent of Americans were Protestant. Today, the figure 
is 35.7 per cent. Roman Catholics were 16 per cent of the popu
lation a generation ago. Today, they represent 20.7 per cent.

The membership count was based on a compilation of 258 
church bodies.

In major Protestant “family” groupings, Baptists lead with nearly 
20,000,000 members of 27 different church bodies. Next are the 
Methodists with close to 12,000,000 in 21 bodies; Lutherans with 
7,000,000 in 19 bodies; and Presbyterians with slightly under 

s 4,000,000 in 10 bodies.

What Does It Mean?
Latest reports show more people in the United States are mem

bers of churches than ever before. In this “return to religion” 
which is indicated we find encouragement. Consciousness of deep 
spiritual need in the presence of atomic terror and man’s growing 
awareness of his desperate plight may account in part for the fact 
that now 62 out of every 100 in our American population are in 
some church. There are those who dismiss being a member of a 
church today as no more than shallow conformity to a social 
pattern.

We cannot be sure whether people applying for church member
ship are doing so for spiritual reasons or social respectability. 
However, it is incredible that Christianity is merely being turned 
to in America today as a “prevailing cult.” We do not believe 
as some have cynically charged, that getting baptized for most of 
these people is simply a routine act of social conformity.

God’s spirit is moving in a mighty way in our world. Tens of 
thousands are professing faith and are being added to the churches. 
The great numbers who, night after night, heard Billy Graham 
in MadisOn Square Garden in America’s largest city and the esti
mated 200,000 who gathered in Time Square for the final message 
are a symbol of the deep hunger in multiplied millions of hearts 
for the true gospel which Graham has proclaimed. It is true 
that there are trends in our present world that are helping to 
create a climate favorable to Christianity, but we can never explain 
the rising ratio of church members in our population as coming 
from economic or social pressures or from the desire of people 
to conform to a certain pattern of respectability.
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Where Men Are Honest
By Garland A. Hendricks

Recently I employed a man to haul some 
sand. From him I have been reassured that 
life in our small communities is character
ized by a basic honesty which is America’s 
greatest security.

A man who operates a truck agreed to 
haul a load of sand. When he went to the 
creek to get it he had some difficulty finding 
the clean sand he wanted to deliver. So he 
worked several hours and brought me a 
large pile of good sand. He had agreed to 
deliver it for three dollars and seventy-five 
cents. I knew that he was getting very little 
per hour for the many hours of hard labor 
involved, so offered to pay him more. I 
knew that he could not afford to work for 
nothing, and felt that it would be only fair 
to share in his difficulty of finding good 
sand. But he refused to take any more. He 
said, “We had an agreement, and I do what 
I tell people I will do.”

That set me to thinking about honesty 
and personal integrity of people in the 
modern world. What about it? A few ob
servations:

First, there are more than 150,000 rural 
churches in America. These are the charac
ter building institutions of our society. They 
are located where the birth rate is high, 
where a large proportion of the children of 
our nation are born. Most of these churches 
cannot boast of expensive buildings or ex
tensive programs. But each one is placing 
an emphasis upon Christian living. It is 
teaching its parents and its children that 
honesty and personal integrity make the 
very foundation of civilized living. Every 
Sunday the ministers and the Sunday School 
teachers proclaim the ageless message of 
God. The children are there to listen. They 
are made to think about the basic issues of 
life. They learn that honesty pays. Later, 
whether they haul sand or work in a fac
tory, they practice what they have been 
taught at church. The greatest security of 
America lies in the personal integrity of in
dividual citizens, derived from the work 
of our churches.

Second, people in small places are con
cerned about.the needs and welfare of each 
other. A man does not have the heart to 
give his neighbor a bad deal, because they 
are always sharing with each other the 
benefits of community living. When illness 
strikes they share food and services, even 
help one another with nursing the sick. If 
a man has misfortune and cannot pay a hos
pital bill his Sunday school class makes a 
special offering to pay his debt. The neigh
bors do not want their community to be 
known for refusing to pay its debts. When 
T#j®sbAY, September 12, 1957

a house burns, the neighbors come with 
lumber, labor, and love in their hearts to 
assist in building a new one.

Third, these are the kind of people who 
have the greatest security of anyone in the

Presidential

The White House

National Day Of Prayer
By the President of

The United States of America 
A Proclamation

WHEREAS, we are grateful for the faith 
in which our fathers found their strength, 
and for the hope which has guided our 
Nation from the earliest days; and

WHEREAS, it is a good thing for a 
people unitedly to remember their heritage 
of spirit, and to refresh themselves daily 
in the Divine Truth which is their most 
precious inheritance; and

WHEREAS, in our steady drive for en
during peace among men we must always 
seek the aid of the Father of mankind; and

WHEREAS, the Congress, by a joint res
olution approved April 17, 1952, has pro
vided that the President “shall set aside 
and proclaim a suitable day each year, other 
than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, 
on which the people of the United States 
may turn to God in prayer”:

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. 
EISENHOWER, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby set aside 
Wednesday, the second day of October 
1957, as a National Day of Prayer; and I 
call upon our citizens, each according to 
his own faith, to unite in prayer and medita
tion on that day.

In constant dependence upon our Creator 
for the Spiritual gifts required in the con
duct of our affairs as individuals and as a 
Nation, let us now ask for wisdom and 
strength to fulfill the high purposes for 
which we are called, seeking the welfare of 
all peoples through a just and lasting peace 
across the face of the earth, bringing happi
ness to the home of the humblest family 
and to the courts of the Almighty. Let us 

world. They do not depend upon minimum 
wages, old age security of their government, 
life insurance, or any other form of paper 
guarantee. Their security is of a spiritual 
nature. It is their character, their love for 
one another, their sense of honesty, their 
personal integrity.

Last week an industrialist told me that 
he is depending more and more for his 
labor supply upon people who own their 
homes in small communities. The man who 
hauled a load of sand for me explained 
why this is true. Honesty is as essential to 
the operation of industry as it is to every 
other aspect of life.—Charity and Children 
(N.C.)

Statements

pray with eager expectation that we may 
be inspired to sacrifice, at home and abroad, 
to achieve a life worthy of the children of 
God, for all men, everywhere.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here
unto set my hand and caused the Seal of 
the United States of America to be affixed.

DONE at the City of Washington this 
eighth day of August in

the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, and 

(SEAL) of the Independence of the
United States of America the 
one hundred and eighty-second.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER
By the President:

JOHN FOSTER DULLES
Secretary of State

Protestant Press Month
October is a significant time to observe 

Protestant Press Month. Beginning with the 
National Day of Prayer on October second 
and guided by the truth which sets men 
free, the various periodicals of the Church 
have a splendid opportunity to emphasize 
their story of faith and good work across 
the land.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

Page 5



The Christian's Entertainment
By J. Pope Dyer, Central High School, 

Chattanooga

This is a day of great recreational em
phasis. This is a day when, due to the 
numerous facilities in all phases of life, there 
is great emphasis on every avenue of life. 
Hungry newspaper reporters are searching 
to find something new for the old seems 
to be worn out through frequent use.

Jesus was a firm believer in the proper 
kind of social life. He knew that the body 
must have rest and relaxation. He believed 
that people were created for association, 
communication, and recreation. Nowhere do 
we find Jesus condemning the wise use of 
leisure time. The fear today is that entirely 
too many people may want to make of life 
only “one grand sweet song”. Too many 
want to “eat, drink, and be merry”. This 
attitude Jesus condemned vigorously.

Our Lord wants His children to have the 
best. He said, “I go to prepare a place for 
you—In my father’s house are many man
sions”. He did not mention a small room, 
dr a cabin, or a tent. He has mansions 
prepared. The matter of the Christian’s 
entertainment is a question of tremendous 
importance today. The Christian is in this 
world but not of this world. He must not 
become attached to the entertainment of 
this world.

There are various types of entertainment. 
There is a type which is distinctly worldly. 
There is a type that is innocent, or neutral. 
There is a type of entertainment that is 
especially suited for the Christian. I can 
illustrate these. The worldly type of enter
tainment is visiting drinking places or 
gambling establishments. There is a type of 
entertainment connected with these places 
but it has the worldly, or evil, emphasis. The 
second type mentioned has the innocent type 
of recreation. Most of the various sports 
are good examples. There is a neutral 
atmosphere when one is watching a good 
track meet or baseball game. The third 
type of recreation is the one especially 
adapted to the Christian. There is the Sun
day School, or Training Union, social or 
picnic. There is the boat ride under the 
direction of a member of the church. There 
is the Ridgecrest week for the various Bap
tist organizations where training, fellowship, 
and inspiration are paramount. There is the 
Associational Training. I went to the Hamil
ton County Baptist Association Music 
Festival recently. A hundred-voice choir 
sang several beautiful selections. One of the 
nation’s finest singers, Miss Jo Ann Shelton, 
of the Southwestern Seminary was soloist for 
the occasion. No one could hear Miss Shel
ton sing without saying, here is one of the 
nation’s finest voices dedicated to the Lord. 
Too much praise cannot be given her for 
her wonderful contribution to our Lord. I 
believe that she is potentially the type of 
servant through singing that Billy Graham 
is through preaching. I hope she is given 
the chance to be soloist in Billy Graham’s 
meetings and at Ridgecrest. She will cer-

p— ..........

Tennessee Topics
By ROY G. LILLARD, BENTON

Revival services began at the First 
Church, Pittsburg on August 28, with David 
Walker, former pastor of the Signal Moun
tain Church as evangelist and Norman O. 
Baker as pastor. Hugh Kinard of the St. 
Elmo Church will direct the music.

Word has been received that W. H. 
Branan, pastor of the Grace Church, Knox
ville, 1943-44, now living in California, was 
seriously injured in an automobile accident 
recently.

Harold L. Blankenship, Youth Director 
of the Brainerd Church was the guest 
speaker for the Signal Mountain Church on 
August 18. This church has called Dr. John 
Huff as interim pastor.

The First Church, Benton, on August 18, 
heard Lyn Claybrook of Harriman at both 
services.

Fred Laymance, pastor of the Second 
Church, Lenoir City concluded a revival at 
New Midway Church, with B. E. Reneau, 
pastor. The meeting resulted in eight profes
sions.

The Dandridge Church, under the leader
ship of its pastor, John W. Lucas, is in the 
process of building a two story, brick Educa
tional Building to meet its present needs for 
space. According to present plans, the new 
building should be completed and ready for 
use by Thanksgiving of this year.s

Ernest Kelley filled the pulpit of the East 
Lake Church recently.

With Roy O. Arbuckle, pastor, the Grace 
Church, Knoxville has voted to enlarge their 
Sunday school by adding two additional de
partments.

Under the direction of Bill Leach, the 
chancel choir of the Red Bank Church, 
Chattanooga presented their second annual 
summer concert on August 18.

Dr. and Mrs. Ramsey Pollard observed 
their eighteenth anniversary with the Broad
way Church, Knoxville.

tainly not let the audience down. They will 
be greatly thrilled.

The Christian is preparing here for Heav
en. He must be diligent in reading his 
Bible, witnessing, prayer and visitation. He 
must not let the Devil limit his influence by 
engaging in worldly, or questionable, types 
of amusement or entertainment. There are 
many ramifications to this social area of 
recreation.

I read where a friend of mine died in a 
show in New York. I see pictures of people 
in bathing suits in various places. The in-

A youth directed revival has been con
ducted by the Avondale Church, Chat
tanooga with Raymond Langlois as evange
list and Bobby Trotter as music director. 
Both are students at the Southern Seminary.

The Oak Street Church, Soddy began a 
revival September 2, with L. R. Whiddon, 
pastor of the Avondale Church as evangelist 
and Jim Setter will direct the music.

During the current year, the Cradle Roll 
department of the Sevier Heights Church, 
Knoxville has increased its enrollment 100 
per cent. Mrs. Shirley Townsend is Super
intendent, with P-aymond T. DeArmond, 
Pastor.

E. M. Sherwood, pastor, Silverdale 
Church, Chattanooga has done the preach
ing during a revival at the Shiloh Church, 
Ocoee, with W. Jasper Woody, pastor.

On Sunday, September 1, the Pond Grove 
Church, Rockwood celebrated its ninth an
niversary. The same date marked the begin
ning of the fall revival. William C. Mattox, 
Jr. of Thaxton, Virginia was the evangelist 
and the music was under the direction of 
Clifford Greene, Music Director of the 
church, with Robert D. McCray, pastor.

The Baccalaureate Service for the School 
of Nursing, East Tennessee Baptist Hospital 
was held with the South Knoxville Church, 
August 25, with S. M. Mulkey, pastor.

Dr. Herbert Gilmore, pastor of the Deer 
Park Church, Louisville filled the pulpit of 
the Smithwood Church, Fountain City on 
August 25.

The Red Bank Church, Chattanooga with 
Dr. Ralph Norton, pastor is conducting 
three kindergarten classes.

The G. A.’s of the First Church, Oak 
Ridge held their coronation service, Wednes
day, August 28, with twenty-two girls 
receiving awards. Mrs. E. D. Galloway 
presided and the awards were given by Mrs. 
A. B. McClanahan.

Pastor C. M. Glass reports that Calvary 
Church, Alcoa, has just completed an air- 
cooling system.

dividual must choose his own type of enter
tainment. The Christian must also realize . 
that he cannot engage in the various types of 
amusement and be effective as a witness.

The field of entertainment is one that 
the Christian needs to again re-evaluate. The 
Christian’s entertainment is important and 
it is important that his entertainment be 
Christian.
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Training Union Department

1958

Training Union Dates
for 

Church and Associational Calendars

REGIONAL BANQUETS

North Central Region ___       January 13
Southeastern Region ________________________  January 14
Northeastern Region __________________________      January 23
Eastern Region------------------------------------------------------------------------------January 24
Southwestern Region ___________________________    January 27
Northwestern Region_____________________________  January 28
South Central Region _______        January 30
Central Region__________________________  January 31

Bits and Briefs
W. F. Shearin resigned the Blooming 

Grove Church, Cumberland Association, ef
fective September 15.

Pastor B. Carter Elmore led Mt. View, 
a mission of First Church, Crossville, in a 
revival August 11-18, which was extended 
through August 21 because of the excellent 
response. There were 22 additions, 15 by 
letter and statement, 7 by baptism. This 
doubled the mission’s membership. The mis
sion has called John Bridges, a student at 
Tennessee Tech, to be minister of music. 
The mission has a small building program 
in progress and is planning a larger one next 
summer.

STATE TRAINING UNION CONVENTION
First Baptist Church, Maryville 

February 27-28
CHURCH-RELATED VOCATION 

CONFERENCE
Camp Linden May 2-4

REGIONAL CONVENTIONS

Southwestern Region’____________June 16 First Church, Jackson
Northwestern Region ___________ June 17 First Church, Milan
South Central Region____________June 19 Highland Park, Columbia
Central Region ______  June 20 First Church, Goodlettsville
North Central Region___________ June 23 First Church, Cookeville
Southeastern Region_____________June 24 First Church, Cleveland
Northeastern Region ___________ June 26 First Church, Morristown
Eastern Region________________ June 27 First Church, Sevierville

STATE SWORD DRILL AND SPEAKERS' TOURNAMENT 
First Baptist Church, Nashville 

June 30 
RIDGECREST

First Week—July 3-9 
Second Week—July 10-16 
Third Week—July 17-23

CAMPS 
Linden, August 4-8 Carson, August 11-15

REGIONAL PLANNING MEETINGS
Southwestern Region --------------------------------------------------------------------October 20
Northwestern Region -------------------------------------  October 21
South Central Region --------------------------------------------------------------------October 23
Central Region ----------------------------------------------------------------------------October 24
North Central Region ------   October 27
Southeastern^JR-egion --------------------------------------------------------------------- October 28
Northeastern Region -------  October 30
Eastern Region -----------------------------------------  October 31

First Church, Robbins, New River As
sociation, James H. Williams, pastor, re
cently had the services of Homer A. Cate of 
Knoxville as evangelist in revival services 
which added 25 by baptism and 2 by letter.

This church also had a Standard Vacation 
Bible School this year with an enrollment of 
145, and 18 souls being saved in the evan- 
gelistic service.

On August 18, Artie Spalding accepted 
the pastorate of Bethany Church, Nashville 
on the basis of full cooperation with the 
Nashville Association. Brother Spalding was 
formerly a member of Grubbs Memorial 
Church, Nashville. He attended Harrison- 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy and will enter 
Belmont College in September. He led 
Bethany Church in a revival September 4-8.

Highland Heights Church, Memphis, 
ordained William L. Flack to the full work 
of the ministry August 18. Taking part on 
the examination council were Pastor Slater 
A. Murphy, W. A. Boston, H. B. Woodward, 
V. W. Cavender, Herbert C. Gabhart, Mark 
Harris and E. B. Bowen. William is a stu
dent at Union Unversity, Jackson, and has 
been called by Oak Hill Church of Paris, 
Tennessee. Dr. Murphy, our pastor 
preached the ordination sermon and our 
deacon body took part in the ordination 
service.—Mrs. F. A. Tucker,, Church 
Secretary.

Pastor Robert I. Livingston baptized 23 
August 25 at Maple Springs Church in 
Madison-Chester Association as a result of 
the revival services with Paul Waters of 
First Church, Bemis, as evangelist. C. C. 
Robinson led the singing. The church is 
constructing a 3 bedroom frame house for 
the pastor which will be occupied near the 
middle of September.

"M" NIGHT—December 1

Rev. and Mrs. Marvin L. Garrett, mis
sionaries to Southern Rhodesia, have de
parted for that country after a furlough in 
the States. Mr. Garrett is a native of Union

Thursqay, September 12, 1957

City, Tenn., and Mrs. Garrett, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Their address is now Rhodesian Bap
tist Mission, Box 252? Gatooma, Southern 
Rhodesia,

CURLEY PRINTING CO.
Printers-P vbl ishers

412 Demonbreun Nashville, Tenn*
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Program for Preparation Week in th

Listed below are the chapter headings of the 
book, The Sunday School and Missions. Study these 
headings as you prepare for Preparation Week in 
your church.

1. The Sunday School a Missionary Force
2. The Missionary Message of the Bible
3. Visitation is Missions
4. Presenting Missions Through Assembly Programs
5. Missions Central in Teaching
6. The Sunday School Develops Missionary Givers
7. Missionary Advance Through New Work
8. Associational Sunday School Work is Missions
9. The Sunday School in Other Lands
By all means observe Preparation Week in your 

church even if you have to change the suggested 
date. Every member of every church should be priv
ileged to study this great book.

Preparation Week is a planning period. It is the 
time when a Sunday school completes objectives, 
goals, and plans for the new year and sets all of the 
plans in operation. Sunday schools that achieve the 
most are those that plan the best. The date this year 
is September 22-29. The minimum attendance should 
include all Sunday school workers—teachers, Cradle 
Roll and Extension visitors, and general, department, 
and class officers. It would be well to secure the at
tendance of all church officers in addition to the 
Sunday school workers.

Preparation Week is a time for decision. The final 
decisions as to goals and plans for the year made 
during Preparation Week will be based on many 
weeks of previous conference and study. But Prepara

tion Week is the time for committing the Sunday 
school workers and the church leaders to the definite 
program and emphasis for the new year.

Preparation Week is a season of inspiration. It is 
the sort of inspiration that comes from worthy goals, 
a sense of direction, a joy of fellowship in united 
action. It is that inspiration which comes from a 
deeper realization of the importance of the task and 
the greater service that can be rendered.

Preparation Week is a school for study. In addition 
to conferences, deciding on changes in organization, 
addition of space and equipment, agreement on 
specific goals, and the like, there is a definite 
course of study. This year the recommended book , 
is The Sunday School and Missions by W. L. Howse. 
The pastor, the minister of education, or the Sunday 
school superintendent perhaps should lead in this 
study. The book will be available in the Baptist Book 
Stores by September 1. Order your supply early, how
ever, so that there will be no delay in delivery as 
soon as available.

Preparation Week is an enlargement of your work. 
As vital as all other phases of the week may be, 
unless you plan to enlarge your organization, increase 
the number of working units, and do everything pos
sible to reach more people next year, your program 
is lacking at a vital point.

Are you planning big enough for the future? We 
are in the midst of a great population boom and 
planning in our churches must be in keeping with the , 
opportunities.

Population increase means more of everything— 
more homes, more schools, more cars, more electricity, 
more steel, more oil—and more baby clothes!

During the current year we can expect to add to 
the total population 2,800,000 people. It is estimated 
that 4,220,000 babies will be born during 1957, that 
3 500,000 first graders will enter school, that 1,575,- 
000 marriages will be recorded, and that 631,000 
households will be added to the nation's families.

According to the United States News and World 
Report, by 1975 there will be approximately 60,000- 
000 more people in the United States than now, or 
a population of 228,500,000. During Preparation 
Week will you lead your Sunday school to get ready 
to do its share in reaching this vast number of people. 
Make your Sunday school plans for the years ahead 
in keeping with the predicted growth within your 
community. This will mean planning for space, plan
ning for the enlistment and training of more workers, 
planning for the expansion of the number of churches 
and mission stations at home and abroad, and plan
ning to increase the financial program to underwrite 
these accomplishments.

So, take a census. It is difficult to plan wisely for 
the enlargement and the improvement of your Sunday 
school without a good census. Plan to have the census 
completed on or before September 22.



Sunday School Sept. 22 - 29,1957
Suggested Schedule

Monday through Friday Evening

7:00-9:00

7:00 Class Sessions*—Study and apply The Sunday 
School and Missions. Make good use of the sug
gestions "For Class Discussion" listed at the close of 
each chapter.

8:30 Special Emphasis—Present for final approval 
and action definite plans for the Sunday school or
ganization for next year. Refer to other sections of 
this booklet for suggestions about the topics listed 
below. Also use the September issue of The Sunday 
School Builder. Following are possible topics for 
presentation, discussion, and decision, evening by 
evening:

Monday: Let us Strengthen Our Teaching Through 
a Weekly Officers and Teachers' Meeting

Tuesday: Let us Make Our Visitation More Vital
Wednesday: Let Us Increase Our Church Financial 

Program
Thursday: Let Us Make the Preparation of Workers 

a Major Consideration
Friday: Let Us Set Worthy Goals and Launch Ade

quate Plans for Next Year (Present the completed 
goal sheet)

*Teaching Suggestions for Class Sessions
Monday: Study chapters 1 and 2. Chapter titles 

are:. "The Sunday School a Missionary Force" and 
"The Missionary Message of the Bible"

Help the Sunday school officers and teachers to con
sider their work from the viewpoint of the Sunday 
school's contribution to the cause of missions. To 
lift the conception of the vital importance of Sunday 
school work in this way will result in deeper dedica
tion and more worthy efforts.

Tuesday: Study chapters 3 and 4. Chapter titles are: 
"Visitation is Missions" and "Presenting Missions 
Through Assembly Programs"

Seek to apply the suggestions about visitation to 
the general visitation program of the school, and 
consider specific opportunities for "missionary" visit
ing in the various age groups—the Cradle Roll and 
Extension departments, for example. Give special 
attention to helping the department superintendent 
make plans for better assembly programs. Plan and 
discuss a "specimen" program or two for some of the 
departments, illustrating how the suggestions of chap
ter 4 can be applied.

Wednesday: Study chapters 5 and 6. Chapter titles 
are: "Missions Central in Teaching" and "The Sunday 
School Develops Missionary Givers"

In connection with chapter 5, take some of the cur
rent lesson materials and study them for mission con
tent. Consider how particular lessons can be taught

W. L. Howse

to forward the cause of missions. Chapter 5 offers 
a rare opportunity for discussing the procedures of 
how your Sunday school may be used in securing 
pledges and receiving contributions to the church 
budget.

Thursday: Study chapters 7 and 8. Chapter titles 
are: "Missionary Advance Through New Work" and 
"Associational Sunday School Work Is Missions"

Give careful attention to specific opportunities your 
church has in starting more Sunday schools. If pos
sible, have data ready on areas where new work is 
needed, and what your church can do about it. Two 
leaflets (for the teacher of this book) may be most 
helpful. The titles are "How a Church Can Partici
pate in the Movement for 30,000 New Churches and 
Missions" and "How An Association Can Function in 
the Movement for 30,000 New Churches and Mis
sions." Consider the advantages of your church co
operating with and supporting associational Sunday 
school work.

Friday: Study chapter 9. Chapter title is: "The Sun
day School In Other Lands"

It may be that you will want to assign in advance 
some of the stories of achievements in other lands 
such as Cuba, South America, Japan, Australia, and 
others to members of the class for reports to the 
group. The testimonies recorded in this chapter can 
be used in a remarkably fine way to underscore the 
needed enlargement of organization, the training of 
workers, the addition of space, the need for grading, 
and other factors in your Sunday school program for 
the year.
(Taken from "Your Sunday School Planning Booklet, 
September 1957—October 1958".)



Woman's Missionary Union 
Leadership Clinics At Camps

Total attendance at W.M.U. Leadership 
Clinics at Camps Carson and Linden for 
the summer of 1957 went over the 1200 
mark. There were 1196 paid registrations 
and several visitors who came for a short 
time only. This was a gain of 226 over 
total registration for the summer 1956.

Using the theme “A Call Comes Ring
ing,’ a staff of 18 volunteer program and 
conference personnel conducted practical 
conferences and brought inspiring mission
ary messages.

Missionaries present for the B.W.C. 
Weekend Conferences were Miss Ruth Ford, 
Indonesia and Miss Evelyn Stanford, Colum
bia, South Carolina, Camp Linden. Miss 
Troy Cunningham, Montegut, Louisiana 
and Miss Esther Fernandez, a national stu
dent from Mexico, were present for Camp 
Carson.

The W.M.U. Leadership present for Local 
and Associational Officers’ Clinics at Camp 
Carson had Miss Cunningham and Miss 
Fernandez. They also had the unexpected 
pleasure of having Rev. and Mrs. J. E. 
Lingerfelt, just home from Brazil.

Miss Martha Thomas Ellis, W.M.U. Ex
ecutive Secretary of the Mexican Baptist 
Convention of Texas and Rev. Robert L. 
Bausum, who recently retired from Taiwan, 
brought challenging messages to the women 
at Camp Linden.

Attendance for the various clinics is sum
marized as follows:
Camp Carson, B.W.C. ____________ 123
Local Officers ___________________  431
Associational Officers _____________ 121
Associations represented for

Local Officers _________________ 24
Associations represented for

Associational Officers ___________ 23
Camp Linden, B.W.C. ____________ 121
Local Officers ___________________  300
Associational Officers ____________ 100
Associations represented for

Local Officers ________________ 22
Associations represented for

Associational Officers ___________ 22

FATHER-DAUGHTER LETTER
Dear Daughter:

This morning before you awoke I stood in your bedroom door for a moment. Your 
leaving home to enter the University of Richmond as a freshman, draws near. Stand
ing there while you slept peacefully, I realized that your room will continue to be yours 
though you will not be in it much more. Mist came in my eyes and a lump in my 
throat as I looked at your high school trophies and the snap shots around the edge 
of your mirror. Most of these you will leave where they are, but your room will be 
so empty without you, a symbol of the emptiness of my heart.

Memories of eighteen years ago began to flood my mind. All that Saturday night 
I spent in the waiting room and walking the halls of Halifax Hospital, Daytona Beach, 
Fla. It was a great relief when a nurse appeared saying, “It’s a beautiful girl. The 
mother is fine.”

I did not pass out cigars, but at Sunday school, a few hours later, there was no 
little stir among the members of First Baptist Church with you the topic of conversation. 
In these brief years since that Sunday morning your mother and I have watched you 
grow into womanhood, though you are and will continue to be a little girl to us. This 
you will be able to understand when you have a child of your own.

I am glad you have selected a Baptist college in which to continue your education. 
This kind of school is interested in developing your spiritual life as well as giving you 
higher education. ___

However, even in our best Christian colleges there may be some students who think 
it “smart” to drink. You found a few of these in high school and you will find more 
all through life. I do not think it necessary to remind you that Gladstone spoke the 
truth when he said, “The ravages of drink are greater than those of war, pestilence, 
and famine combined.” You may be sure that he who does not take the first drink 
will not be tempted by the second.

You made me happy by saying you will find a Baptist church. Through your 
church you will meet many people with the highest ideals. On the campus and in a 
strange city you will need the fellowship of a Christian church.

Extra-curricular activities are worthy of part of your time, though your course of 
study must not be neglected. Many a star in college who lives for athletics, social life, 
and campus politics, goes down after school days never to rise again.

Your first year is very important because many of your professors and schoolmates 
will remember you by first impressions. Promptness, industry, honesty, courtesy, polite
ness and kindness will pay big dividends.

When decisions are to be made or trouble com^s, '“In all thy ways acknowledge 
him and he will direct thy paths.” Your mother and I will rejoice when you rejoice 
and we shall weep when you mourn. Always, we shall be understanding and helpful 
regardless of what may happen.

And now, my dear girl, I commend you to God and to the power of his grace, 
which will always be sufficient for you as you face the future seeking to prepare your
self to be useful to God and mankind.

With deep and abiding affection,
Daddy

(A letter written by Dr. Bruce H. Price, Newport News, Va., to his daughter, Adrienne.)

Total Present ____________________ 1196
Total Associations represented:

Local Officers __________ ,_____ 46
Associational Officers __________ 45
Was your church represented? Were your 

new Associational Officers for 1957-58 pres
ent? Every association should pay the ex
penses for its new officers to have this 
valuable training. Let us start now by 
putting an item for it in the 1957-58 budget.

1957
W. M. U. Divisional Meetings 

Northeastern: October 28, Monday Night, 
B.W.C. and Youth, Central, Johnson City; 
October 29, Tuesday, W.M.U., Central, 
Johnson City.
Eastern: October 29, Tuesday Night, 
B.W.C., First Church, Oak Ridge; Youth, 

Robertsville, Oak Ridge; October 30, 
Wednesday, W.M.U., Robertsville, Oak 
Ridge.
Southeastern: October 31, Thursday, 
W.M.U., First, Dayton; Thursday Night, 
B.W.C. and Youth, First, Dayton.
South Central: November 1, Friday, 
W.M.U., First, Pulaski, Friday Night, 
B.W.C. and Youth, First, Pulaski.
Southwestern: October 28, Monday 
Night, B.W.C. and Youth, First, Memphis; 
October 29, Tuesday, W.M.U., First, Mem
phis.
Northwestern: October 29, Tuesday 
Night, B.W.C. and Youth, First, Dyersburg; 
October 30, Wednesday, W.M.U., First 
Dyersburg.
Central: October 31, Thursday, W.M.U., 

First, Gallatin; Thursday Night, B.W.C. and 
Youth, First, Gallatin.
North Central: November 1, Friday, 
W.M.U., First, Carthage; Friday Night, 
B.W.C. and Youth, First, Carthage.

5,000 S WANTED 
to sell Bibles, good books, Scripture Greet
ing Cards, Stationery, napkins, Scripture 
wrelties. Liberal profits. Send for free 
catalog and price list.

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept B, Pontlao Bldg., Chicago, 5, HI.
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PRE-PUBLICATION SALE

H ERE is the story of Baptist beginnings in Tennessee. "From the 
'Valley of Dry Bones' of pioneer days the author has resurrected stal
wart preachers, laymen and women, and has made them live before 
the reader's eyes. In his inimitable style he acquaints us with the 
mannerisms, humor, common sense, and spirituality of the sturdy 
frontiersmen. As an authentic history, written in readable style, the 
book should have wide acceptance among all who are interested in 
Tennessee Baptist history." (From introduction by Dr. Charles W. Pope)

OVER THREE HUNDRED PAGES - ILLUSTRATED-CLOTH BOUND

SAVE 50 CENTS>
By ordering during pre-publication sale — Regular Price $2.50

SEND $2.00 NOW

DELIVERY DATE - NOT LATER THAN OCTOBER 31

Promotion Department
TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION
Belcourt at 16th Avenue, South, Nashville, Tennessee

I want to reserve a copy of Early Tennessee Baptists. Enclosed is 
my $2.00.

NAME

STREET

CITY

STATE

Baptists In Poland 
Henlee Barnette

Dr. Barnette is Acting Dean, School of 
Theology, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

Louisville, Kentucky

Recently I flew from Moscow to War
saw and from my window I could see that 
the latter city still reveals the scars of war. 
After a dozen years of trying to recover 
from the damage done by Hitler’s armies, 
there are still many, many blocks of rubble 
in the city of Warsaw. One recalls the 
boast of Hitler that Poland would only be a 
spot on the map and that wheat would 
grow where Warsaw now stands. But War
saw today is a city of a million people and 
in spite of the fact that 73 per cent of the 
city was totally destroyed it is today a 
thriving one.

On Sunday, July 28, I preached in the 
Warsaw Baptist Church. It is called The 
Baptist Chapel, a room for one hundred per
sons and all seats were taken. As many as 
could stand around the walls did so. A 
dozen young people, three of whom were 
excellent choir directors, sang in the choir. 
Each took turn in directing the choir and 
they sang a cappella though they had a 
small pump organ. As for the order of serv
ice, there was a hymn, a prayer, a hymn, 
the sermon, the offering, and a hymn after 
which the assistant pastor pronounced the 
benediction.

I preached on Philippians 1:21: “For to 
me to live is Christ.” My interpreter, a 
young scholar at the Warsaw University with 
previous training in a seminary, did an 
adequate job. His name was Zbigniew 
Wierskylowski and he expressed an interest 
in coming to Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He also requested theological 
books and volumes dealing with youth work.

People in the congregation appeared to 
respond sympathetically to the sermon. 
Afterwards we gathered in the court near the 
church and I took several pictures of the 
congregation. Reverend Aleksander Kircum, 
President of the Baptist church in Poland, 
is pastor of this church. At that, time he 
was on a tour of the United States.

Statistically there are four thousand Bap
tist church members in Poland meeting in 
sixty churches. In Warsaw there are three 
chapels with about a hundred members at 
each one. In all there are forty-four trained 
ministers from colleges and seminaries. The 
seminary at Marbourg is now closed due to 
a lack of funds. Again they expressed a wish 
that some Polish students could come to 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Baptists have had a steady growth in 
Poland. The Warsaw chapel was founded 
in 1914. The pastor and people are now 
looking for a place to build a new chapel. 
Again and again they expressed optimism 
about the future of Baptists in Poland.

Theologically Polish Baptists are conserva
tives. They believe in the great fundamentals 
of the faith. They have deep appreciation 
for British Baptist leaders such as Dr.
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(Continued from page 11)
Townley Lord and Dr, Payne, the church 
historian. Baptists adhere to a rigid church 
discipline. Drinking alcoholic beverages, 
dancing, smoking and attendance upon 
theaters, along with mixed marriages, are 
forbidden.

Prospective church members must attend 
prayer services and preaching services for 
a few months and demonstrate genuine 
Christian living before they will be accepted 
into the church as members. Also they are 
tested as to doctrine and must have a con
versing knowledge of the scriptures.

Sunday schools are permitted in Poland. 
All Baptist churches have them for children 
between the ages of five and fourteen. Pas
tors recognize that there ought to be classes 
for children up to five and young people 
and adults.

In contrast to the Baptist churches in 
Russia, Polish Baptists are permitted to 
engage in social service. They maintain a 
home for the aged who are pensioned by the 
state. There are now fifteen persons in this 
home. They have no orphans homes or 
hospitals.

Polish Baptists have Bibles and I noticed 
several hymnals of 1946 vintage. Also, 
Polish Baptists publish a periodical entitled 
Slowo Prawdy which means “Thy Word is 
Truth.” This periodical is published month
ly-

Church and state are separate in Poland. 
But Baptists are loyal to the state. They will 
fight for the father land. Since October, 
1956, when Gomulka became prime minis
ter, all religious groups have more freedom. 
Gomulka, of course, is head of the Com
munist government; however, he was able 
to rid the country of the Stalinist com
munists and establish a milder form of 
Communism. The Russian army has been 
relegated to the edge of the city and cannot 
move without his permission. Also, Russian 
soldiers apprehended for crimes in Poland 
must be tried in Polish courts. Before 
Gomulka came to power Baptists were per
secuted by Roman Catholics. On at least 
three occasions Roman Catholics attacked 
Baptists and severely beat them. Baptists in 
Poland are friendly toward other religious 
groups. There are approximately seven 
thousand reformers (Calvinists), five 
thousand Methodists who appear to be 
declining in strength, four thousand Bap
tists, a hundred and fifty thousand Eastern 
Orthodox, a hundred thousand Jews, and a 
small number of Pentecostals, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and old Catholics.

Poland, of course is 92 per cent Roman 
Catholic.

S. Andres, one of the pastors in Warsaw, 
told me that things look brighter for Baptists 
in Poland than ever before. He requested 
that I bring greetings from Polish Baptists 
to the Baptists of America.

I Saw Sacrifice
In our pioneer work there is real Chris

tian sacrifice. I know a preacher and his 
wife who are living on a salary of less than 
$3,000 per year. Another pastor’s wife dis
covered a malignancy. Their salary is in
adequate. An evangelist works as a garage 
mechanic and preaches at night in revivals. 
There are scores of such sacrifices now 
being made by our cultured refined pastors 
who get much criticism on the field and 
are often misunderstood by their denomi
nation. Is it a useless sacrifice?

It is a sacrifice of missions that men and 
their families are making. The people they 
are seeking to reach were once isolated 
tenant farmers moving almost annually, or 
they were small farmers over the hills from 
the big road—isolated. Now they are on 
the move and their denomination is moving 
with them.

The missions meet in stores, halls, resi
dences, and abandoned churches all around, 
the Great Lakes area, and there are at least 
a million people yet unreached. Cautious 
leaders do not like it, but caution is out of

Let our representative 
visit your church to 
assist in preparing 
working drawings for 
accurate installation. 
Phone or write today.

and Offices.Complete line of Furniture for Church Educational Buildings

place now. These Mississippi-Alabama- 
Kentucky-Arkansas folk must be reached. 
Some will return to their homes, but most 
of them are in these areas to stay.

The spirit of venture is almost an aban
donment of reason. Churches in Indiana 
that are barely two years old have a half 
dozen missions. Michigan bega>n 21 mis
sions in a single day (July 7, 1957). A 
struggling church in Ohio set up a mission 
and called a mission pastor before the 
church became self-supporting. The pioneer 
missionaries are on the move, strategically 
setting up missions in the great cities so 
that the encircling areas can also be reached.

. There has been a decided change in em
phasis doctrinally. The middle of the road 
ideas prevail. One pastor said, “I’m not 
going to try to set up any strange theology. 
I want my people to know Southern Bap
tist thought as they learn Southern Baptist 
methods.”

Our Department :is finding new areas of 
service among pioneer fields. We not only 
help the minister, we help the people.— 
Lee Gallman, Director Seminary Extension, 
Box 530, Jackson, Miss.

da ycu need HELP 
in pliajuiuig ycut 
cM SEATING?

LET OUR ENGINEERS 
ASSIST YOU—

Careful engineering by 

experienced designers is most 
essential in planning an eye-catching 

and structurally satisfactory installation* 
SOUTHERN DESK COMPANY is proud to offer 

a complete design and engineering service.

FACTORY 
INSTALLATIONCONSULTATION

Factory installation is 
necessary to assure a 
complete and lasting 
job. — Each piece is 
thus fitted to conform 
to the architectural 
characteristics of the 
building.

HICKORY. NORTH CAROLINA
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ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS, SUNDAY, SEPT. 1, 1957
Church S.S. T.U. Add.

Alcoa, Central..............................................................  
Athens, Antioch...........................................................

East..........................................................................
First......... .. ................................................................
Avalon Heights.......................................................
West End Mission.................................................
North...........................................................................
Calhoun......................................................................
Clear Springs............................................................
Clearwater.................................................................
Double Springs......................................................
Hiwassee................................................................
Idlewild.....................................................................
Lake View...............................................................
Lamontville...............................................................
McMahan Calvary................................................
Mt. Harmony No. 1.............................................
Mt. Harmony No. 2.............................................  
Mt. Verd..................................................................... 
Marshall Hill............................................................ 
Meadow Fork......................................................
New Hopewell.........................................
Niota, East....................................................
Niota, First...............................................................
Pond Hill...............................................................
Rocky Mount...................................................... 

. Rodgers Creek................... .....................................
Sanford.......................................................................
Short Creek.............;..............................................  
Union Grove McMinn.........................................  
Union Grove Meigs......... ...................................... 
Union Hill................................................................  
Union McMinn.......................................................
Valley Road..............................................................
West View.................................................................
Wild Wood................................................................
Zion Hill.....................................................................

Auburntown, Auburn.............................................  
Bemis, First............................. .....................................
Blaine, Block Springs................................................ 
Bristol, Calvary...........................................................  
Brownsville....................................................................
Brush Creek............ .. • ................................................  
Chattanooga, Brainerd.............................................

McCarty.....................................................................
Northside.................................................................
North Market.................... .....................................
Red Bank...........................................................
Ridgedale............................. ......................................
Ridgeview............................ ......................................
Second................................. ...............................
South Seminole........................................................
Woodland Park............. .................................  

Clarksville, First................... ......................................
Gracey Avenue.................. ......................................
New Providence................ .....................................

Cleveland.................................. .....................................
Calvary................................. .....................................
First..............................................................................
Galilee..........................................................................
North..................................... ......................................

Clinton, Second...........................................................
South...................................... ......................................

Columbia, First..................... ......................................
Riverview...................................................................

.Highland Park................... .....................................
Cookeville, First.................... .. .. .................................
Crossville, First..................... ......................................

Mt. View............................ .....................................
Pleasant Hill....................... .....................................

Dandridge................................. .....................................
Antioch.......................................................................
Deep Springs...................... .....................................
French Broad..................... .....................................
Piedmont.............................. • •.................................
Swans Chapel...........................................................

Decatur, First..............................................................
Dover, First.............................• •.................................
Doyle Greenwood................. .....................................  
Dyersburg, First..........................................................
Englewood, First................. ... ................................. 
Erwin, Calvary...................... ......................................
Etowah, North.............................................................  
Fountain City, Central............................................

Smith wood............................................................ 
Galloway.........................................................................  
Gladeville.................................. .....................................
Gleason, First...............................................................  
Greeneville, First......................................................... 
Greenbrier......................................................................

Ridgetop Mission...................................................
Harriman, Trenton Street....................................... 
Henderson, First.........................................................

New Hope.............................................................  
Humboldt, Antioch....................................................  
Huntingdon, First......................................................  
Jackson, Parkview.....................................................

West .......
Jefferson City, Buffalo Grov©...............................

First..............................................................................
Bethel..........................................................................
Eastside......................................................................
Mansfield Gap.........................................................
Mill Spring...............................................................
Mountain View.......................................................
Northside...................................................................

Johnson City, Central..............................................
Clark Street..............................................................
Pine Crest..................................................................
Temple........................................................................
IJnaka Avenue.........................................................

Jonesboro, First..........................................................  
Kenton, Macedonia...................................................  
Kingsport, Lynn Garden........................................  
Knoxville, Sevier Heights.......................................

Branch................ ........................................................
Wallace Memorial..................................................

219 110 • •
161 44
467 140 2
633 232 6

81 50 • •
66 29

219 84 ■ •
103 17 • *
93 58

150 69 • >
82 38 • •
71 - • •
51 37 •
53 40
45 38 * .
84 50
89 33
42 14
67
56 - .
74
96
81 32

158 51
161 19

68 - .
54 25
60 77

102
94 . -
61 36
50
86
72
74 53

100 1
86 57

133 73
310 155
151 48
310 92 2
435 98 2

65 . -
856 294 8
130 76
412 127 2
129 36
970 283 4
487 128
268 98 2
144 51
128 43
365 116
676 133
262 123
209 60 - .
292 144
181 71 . -
650 246 3
35 21

248 102
477 131 7
208 38 * -
533 207

84 32
309 133 1
422 73 8
173 56
49 38 - .
77 1

122 50
34 22

137
48 - .

121 77
105 . -
127 46
103 28
86 46

597 231 i
203 47
247 54 3
476 142 3

1146 240 2
682 294 2
109 56
141 72
181 37 A
282 77
324 88
54 26

543 148 3
229 135 1
130 71
261 87
311 139
392 98
856 395 1

68 35 -
393 85 4

45
44 28 2
91 - .
94 58
97 - .

192 63 1
705 91
110 22
192 92 1
291 100
294 104 2
213 71
117 103
408 117 4
624 198

17 1 12
364 127 9

LaGuardo.................................................................. 127 80
Lawrenceburg, First.................................................. 277 89

Hoover Street........................................ 28
Highland Park...................................... 223 103

Lebanon, Fairview....................................... 276 93
Rocky Valley........................................ 91 75

Lenoir City, First............................................. 527 176
Kingston Pike............................................ 68 36

Lewisburg, First.............................................. 535 168
Martin, Southside...,...................................... 65 48
Maury City................................................................... 154 62
Maryville, Everett Hills........................................ 436 151

First.............................................................................. 1054 290
Madison Avenue................................................ 177 74
Monte Vista.......................... ... ... 156 63

Memphis, Bellevue............................... ..2183 774
DeSota Heights........................................ 173 101
Highland Heights................................................... 1131 493
Leawood..................................................................... 703 235
Temple........................................................................ 1020 317
Woodstock....................  .............. .. 81 61

Milan, Chapel Hill...........   103 50
First.............................................................................. 416 143

Morristown, Buffalo Trail. .. . 230 111
Cherokee Hills.. .   113 37

Murfreesboro, First................................. . 591 125
Calvary..................................................................... 80
Holly Grove............................... , . • 64 34
Mt. View.................................................................... 168 64
Third.......................................................................... 294 94
Woodbury Road..................................................... 166 61

Nashville, Bethany........................................ 42 29
Bordeaux...................................................... 197 72
Donelson.................................................................. 591 ,219
Edgefield..................................................................... 607 232
First........................................................ ..1173 403
Freeland..................................................... . • 129 50
Grace..................................................................... 849 313
Grandview......................................... 398 106
Grubbs Memorial......................................... 218 93
Inglewood.................................................. 977 242
Cross Keys............................................. 46 52
State School.... 102
Trinity Chapel............ .64 28
Judson............................................... . 661 137
Tusculum.............................   155 72
Maplewood.................................... ... 116 60
Saturn Drive........................... 254 80
Seventh.................................................... 255 88
Westwood................................... 269 82
Woodmont.......................................... • 536 207

New Market.................................................................. 100 35
Dumplin.............................................................. 113 58
Flat Gap........................................................... 86 38
Good Hope................................... ... 52 30
Nances Grove..................... .. .. 66 48
Pleasant Grove................................................... 105 52
Rocky Valley......................................... 93 60

Oakland............................................................. 56 33
Oak Ridge, Robertsville..................................... 635 159
Old Hickory, First........................................ 532 206

Rayon City.......................................................... 116 40
Oliver Spring, First................  . 236 74
Parsons, Calvary..................... .. 72 41

First............................................... .. 195 46
Southside..................... . 36

Philadelphia................................. 174 34
Pigeon Forge................................ 188 59
Portland, First........................................ 309 70
Rockwood, Eureka.............................................. 100 67
Rogersville, Henard’s Chapel...............  190 105
Sevierville, First.......................................... . 556 114
Shop Springs.............................................. .. 118 60
Smyrna, First............................................................... 915 68
Somerville, First.......................................................... 206 111
South Pittsburg........................................................... 204 55
Strawberry Plains, Beaver Creek..................... 83 37

Piney.................................................... . 158 52
Talbott............................................................................ 79 49
Ten Mile........................................................... 80 39
Trezevant, First.......................................................... 206 97
Union City, Second.................................................... 182 87
Watertown, Round Lick.......................................... 224 115
Whitehaven, Graceland........................................... 389 149
White Pine................................................................ 199 71
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Middle Tenn. Briefs
Monterey, First Church, Guard Green, 

pastor, has voted to construct an educational 
annex designed to be the first unit in a long 
range building program.

Pastor S. E. Wood and Wilhite Church, 
Stone Association, were assisted in a revival 
by H. J. Tallent of Algood. There were four 
additions by baptism.

Bordeaux Church has just closed a very 
successful revival with J. C. Barry of the 
Sunday School Board as evangelist. Hubert 
Smothers of Belmont College, led the singing 
with Jerry Briggs at the organ. There were 
27 additions, 16 coming for baptism and 11 
by letter. There were three rededications. 
Eltis N. Brown is pastor.

Neely’s Bend Church, Madison, had as 
their pulpit guest September 1 Floyd Carrol 
of Old Hickory. Pastor Earl A. Jones was 
in a revival at Keysburg, Ky.

Dr. W. W. Phelps of the Bible Department 
of Belmont College, Nashville, will serve 
First Church, Winchester, as supply pastor 
until the church calls a pastor.

2

2

4
1

ii
7

Pastor Thomas E. Bryant, Jr. and Lincoya 
Hills Church, Donelson, have found it 
necessary to expand their building program 
before cold weather arrives. A committee 
has been appointed and they will make their 
report soon in connection with adding a new 
unit. Their Sunday school enrollment is 358.

First Church, Goodlettsville, just closed 
an eight day revival in which L. S. Sedberry 
of Nashville did the preaching and Donald 
H. Behm, music director of the 
Goodlettsville Church, directed the music. 
There were 19 additions. B. Frank Collins 
is pastor.

First Church, Murfreesboro, will hear Dr- 
Griffin Henderson, former pastor and now 
at First Church, Marietta, Ga., at the 
morning service, September 15, in connec
tion with the dedication services of a new 
educational building. Dr. L. S. Sedberry of 
Nashville will bring the evening message. 
Open House will be held on Monday, 
September 16, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. Robert 
L. Palmer is pastor.

Riverside Association—Pastor Claude 
McCubbins and Etter Church plans to build 
a pastor’s home. Round Mountain Mission 
of First Church, Jamestown, had nine 
additions by baptism and one by letter in a 
revival in which Glenn Patton did the 
preaching. James Ray Peavyhouse was or
dained to the ministry by First Church, 
Jamestown, and he has been called as pastor 
of Manson Church.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 22, 1957
By O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Daniel: Standing Firm in Crises
TEXTS: Daniel 1 to 6 (Larger)—Dan. 5:1, 5, 13, 14, 16-18, 22-28 (Printed)— 

Ephesians 6:10 (Golden).

The Outlines of the International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copy
righted by the International Council of Religious Education. Used by permission.

Our Golden Text contains an admonition 
which should be kept before every follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. “Be strong in the 
Lord”. There are various kinds of strength, 
such as physical or mental or governmental 
or economic. In some cases they are bene
ficial while in other instances they are 
detrimental. One thinks of Samson, for in
stance, with his great physical prowess; at 
first a blessing to himself and his people but 
later a shameful curse. But the strength of 
Daniel was first spiritual and then moral, 
increasing with the passing of the years, 
bringing honor to himself and glory to the 
Lord whom he was pleased to serve. In no 
incident where his great spiritual strength 
was manifested do we find him becoming 
proud but always remaining humble and 
submissive to the will of God. It is accurate 
to observe concerning him and his marvelous 
moral power that he was indeed “strong 
in the Lord”. Our printed text yields the 
following ideas. What are they?

Debauchery and Discomfort (vv. 1, 5)
Belshazzar and his lords engaged in riot

ous feasting, even to the extent of using 
some of the golden vessels taken from the 
Temple when Jerusalem was captured by 
Nebuchadnezzar. With their carousing they 
gave praise to their gods of their own crea
tion. The scene reminds us of a similar feast 
given by Herod as recorded in the New 
Testament at which time John the Baptist 
was beheaded. In the midst of the de
bauchery, however, God spoke through the 
strange hand and writing on the wall; bring
ing discomfort and then consternation. Evil 
men can go too far. There is a line, not 
known by men, between God’s mercy and 
His wrath.

Dispatch and Desire (vv. 13, 14)
The king and his company of revelers 

were in deep distress, and so Daniel (God’s 
man) was desired. As is so often the case, 
the presence of the preacher is not sought 
until trouble comes and then he is sent 
for and expected to come without delay. 
Daniel, with quiet dignity and calm com
posure, comes at the summons and shows 
his willingness to help in the time of dis
may and confusion. His example is a worthy 
one.

Duplicity and Declaration (vv. 16b-18)
It would seem that Belshazzar was guilty 

of duplicity here, but this is a matter of 
interpretation. He promised to bestow gifts 

and honors upon Daniel if he would read 
the strange writing on the wall and interpret 
the same for him. This is not surprising 
when it is recalled that his predicament was 
so severe. There is no way of knowing his 
sincerity for he was slain by the invaders 
before he had a chance to completely carry 
out his promises. Daniel, refusing any 
semblance of a bribe for his services, de
clares his willingness to aid by reading and 
interpreting the writing. He further declares 
that Belshazzar should have learned from 
the experiences of Nebuchadnezzar and how 
God had dealt with him when his heart too 
was lifted up in pride. He tells how the for
mer king was brought low until he again 
recognized the power and greatness of God 
and was willing to accept his place under 
Him.

Books Received
The Improved Funeral Manual by Wil

liam H. Leach; Baker 224 pp.; $2.00.
The Epistles of John by Walter T. Con

ner; Broadman; 151 pp.; $2.50.
Christ’s Theory and Resurrection Power 

by Harry E. Ward; Greenwich; 77 pp.; 
$2.50.

The Beginner Leadership Manual by 
Nora Padgett; Convention Press; 148 pp.; 
60c.

The Sunday School and Missions by W. 
L. Howse; Convention Press; 146 pp.; 60c.

A Star Too Far (play) by Don Fearhei- 
ley; Broadman Press; 27 pp.; 35c. A beauti
fully written story of misunderstanding and 
reconciliation under the star that is never 
too far away.

Unto Us (Pageant) by Clara L. M. 
Waldrop; Broadman; 15 pp.; 35c. A simple 
yet dignified and reverent presentation of 
the Christmas story using music, readers, 
and tableaux.

The Holy Nativity (Pageant) by Harvey 
B. Hatcher; Broadman; 27 pp.; 35c. Scrip
ture, music and colored silhouettes combine 
in a new and different presentation of the 
old, old story.

Arsie, Thy Light Is Come! (Pageant) by 
Robert Hanna DeWitt; Broadman; 11 pp.; 
35c. The Christmas story becomes a real 
event in modern language, created by music, 
actors, and a speech choir.

Denunciation and Doom (w. 22-28)
At no place in the life of this remarkable 

man, Daniel, can it be said that he shines 
more for the glory of God than at this one. 
With a fearlessness, divorced from any sort 
of inward satisfaction at the king’s dire cir
cumstances, he denounces his life of reck
less sinning and impious practices. Then he 
proceeds to pronounce doom upon the king 
and his kingdom. The strange words that 
had been written on the wall before the 
revelers can be summed up in: “Weighed 
and found wanting”. The Medes and the 
Persians were already knocking at his gates 
and would soon take over his kingdom.

THE KEYNOTE
of the 1957 Foreign 
Mission Graded Series!

□ CONTINENT IN COMMOTION 
by Ira N. Patterson

Adults are faced with a moving ap
peal as this book presents a forceful 
statement of facts and choice illus
trations, showing the place of Chris
tian missions in the commotion of this 
great continent. (6c) Paper, 60c

□ SOMETHING NEW 
by William L. Jester

Young People are presented with a 
mission challenge as this interesting, 
readable book contrasts the old and 
the new in Africa.
(6c) Paper, 60c

□ THE BEAD-MAKERS'S SON 
by Elizabeth Routh Pool

Intermediates see the problems Chris
tianity faces in a pagan country as 
they read the exciting true story of 
a pagan Nigerian boy who became a 
Christian through the witness of Chris
tian relatives and a Baptist mission
ary.
(6c) Paper, 35c

□ TALES FROM IRE 
by Barbara Epperson

Juniors v/ill like the exciting adven
tures of the missionary-author, told in 
autobiographical form from her own 
personal experiences in the Baptist 
Welfare Center in Ire, Nigeria.
(6c) Paper, 35c

□ THE LOST MONKEY 
by Marjorie Stephens

Primaries will sympathize with Adu, 
an eight-year-old boy in Nigeria, when 
his pet monkey Inko disappears. This 
story shows Adu on continual lookout 
for Inko, and in the end he is happy 
for three reasons.
(6c) Paper, 35c

Mark in the squares the number 
of each book desired, and fill in 
the blanks below.

(State sales tax, if any, extra)

Charge to __________________________
Enclosed is $

Send to ____________________________
Address____________________________
City * State

Order NOW from your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
Memphis—24 North Second St.
Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave.

Nashville—161 8th Ave., N.
Chattanooga—734 Cherry St.
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Vhe youn^ South

If you like music, art, outdoor fun, or 
pets, you’ll like today’s letters. If you have 
a collection, you may find in today’s letters 
mention of the same hobby. If you’re try
ing to decide upon a new hobby, you’ll find 
help in today’s letters. If you want a pen 
pal your age, perhaps one of today’s new 
friends is just the person you’ve been wait
ing to meet. Let’s see!

From John Bondurant, 4384 Zelda Lane, 
Memphis, Tenn.:

I am 7 years old and go to Berclair Bap
tist Church. My hobbies are baseball and 
swimming. I would like to have some pen 
pals. I will answer every letter.

From Murlyn Davis, Route 7, Box 253, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.:

I am 13 years old and a member of 
Morris Hill Baptist Church where Brother 
James M. Catlett is pastor. My hobbies are 
swimming and skating. I go to Tyner High 
School. I want pen pals any age.

From Frances Miller, Route 1, Spring City, 
Tenn.:

I am 14 years old and in the eighth grade 
at Spring City High School. I am very 
much interested in collecting pictures and 
letters. I would like to have pen pals ages 
13-15. I promise to answer every letter 
I receive. I would like to have about ten 
pen pals—at least one from Japan. I would 
appreciate a picture of each pal.

From .Lynda Joyce Hancock, Route 6, 
Clarksville, Tenn.:

I am 13 years old and in the eighth grade. 
My birthday is May 19. I go to the First 
Baptist Church in Clarksville. I would like 
to have pen pals any age. Thank you.

From Harold Joe Chapman, 210 W. Ellis 
St., Jefferson City, Tenn.:

I am 15 years old. My birthday is March 
24. I go to the Jefferson City High School 
and play on the football team. I go to the 
First Baptist Church here in Jefferson City. 
My favorite subjects are algebra and biology. 
I have two brothers, ages ten and 4.

My hobby used to be collecting rocks, 
but it is not now. I sing in the choir of my 
chjirch. I would like to have pen pals ages 
1416.

From Charline Tdylor, Antioch Pike, Nash
ville, Tenn.:

I am almost 12 years old. My hobby is 
collecting pictures. I am a member of Mill 
Creek Baptist Church. I go to the Antioch 
School now and am in the seventh grade. I 
would like to have pen pals ages 11-15. 
Thank you for printing my letter on the 
Young South page.

From Patricia Utsman, Route 4, Johnson 
City, Tenn.:

I am 15 years old and in the ninth grade 
this year. I am a Christian. My hobby is 
music. I would like to make it my life work. 
I go to Bethel Baptist Church. I want pen 
pals ages 13-16 and would like to get a 
picture of each one. I will answer all the 
letters I get.

From Judy Riggs, 10 Archer Ave., Mary
ville, Tenn.:

I am 12 years old. My birthday is No
vember 30. I go to Broadway Baptist 
Church and am a Christian. I am in the 
eighth grade at Eagleton Grammar School. 
My hobby is collecting picture postcards. 
My favorite sports are basketball and swim
ming. I want pen pals ages 12-14. Thank 
you for printing my letter.

From Mary Anna Harris, Auburntown, 
Tenn.:

I am 11 years old. I have one brother 
and one sister. I am in the sixth grade at 
Auburn Grammar School. I go to Prosper
ity Baptist Church. My pastor is Brother T. 
H. Smothers. I am a member of our church.

My hobbies are playing the piano, swim
ming, drawing, and feeding pets. I have lots 
of pets—a rabbit, a dog, two lambs, five 
hens and one rooster. I would like to have 
pen pals ages 10-13 and a picture of each 
one of them. I will try to answer every 
letter I get. This is my first time to write 
you.

I’m wondering whether some of my 
Young South friends have lost my address! 
It’s been a long time since I heard from 
some of them! How about you?

AUNT POLLY
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

A merry heart

This is the 
way it was 

told tO US ; ; ; 
doeth good like a medicine 
Prov. 17:22

“The raging controversy over inflation 
reminds me,” says Brooks Hays of the 
Alabama farmers trading horses. One said to 
his neighbor, “What will you take for that 
horse?”, and when he said “$100.00”, the 
farmer promptly said, “Sold”. Then the 
seller began to worry, “Maybe he knows 
more about that horse than I do”, and went 
to the buyer with an offer of $150.00 which 
was also accepted. Whereupon the first 
farmer feared he had been deceived and 
bought the horse back for $200. This went 
on until the horse had been priced at $1500. 
When a man from another county finally 
came in and bought the horse for $2000, the 
first farmer said, “Now why did you let 
him get away? We were both making a 
good living out of him.”

Twenty years ago, lots of people dreamed 
about earning the salary they can’t get 
along on today.

One businessman was overheard talking 
to another: “I wanted my son to share in 
the business, but the government beat him 
to it.”

A celebrity on TV is a person who is very 
much in the public eye and often gets in 
the public’s hair.

After Willie gave “Nile” as the answer 
for the principal river in Egypt, his teacher 
said, “That’s right. Now can you tell me 
the names of some of the smaller trib
utaries?”

Willie hesitated, thought a moment and 
then said, “I guess it would be juveniles.”

A smart husband is one who doesn’t get 
so busy bringing home the bacon that he 
forgets the applesauce.

In a small hotel in Ontario, so a traveler 
relates, there is a yellowing sign tacked 
to the dingy wall behind the desk by which 
the proprietor proclaims his fixed inbred 
skepticism of all humanity. The sign reads: 
“No checks cashed! Not even good ones!”

Ambition may be the main thing that 
keeps our people moving, but the “No 
Parking” sign is doing its part.

It happened on one of those TV chil
dren’s programs.

“So your father works in a factory?” 
the MC beamed. “What does he make?”

The 5-year-old beamed back, as he an
swered: “Payments.”
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The Influence of Country Churches *
By Carl A. Clark

Carl A. Clark is Professor of Pastoral 
Ministry and Rural Church Work in Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas

We have known for many years that open 
country churches have been making large 
contributions to the growth of village, town 
and city churches. These contributions have 
been in the nature of the young people who 
move from the country to the city, and 
adults who have transferred from country 
churches to town and city churches. This 
contribution also included a number of 
missionaries and ministerial students who 
have been sent out by country churches.

The Source of Members

Recent information came, however, which 
gives specific illustration of this contribution. 
The pastor of a First Baptist Church in a 
small village in west Texas became curious 
about the origin of his members and made 
a careful study of where the members of 
his church came from. This information has 
come to us and we are including it in the 
article as an indication of the contribution 
of these country churches. Perhaps the fol
lowing incident is not exactly typical of 
every situation. Yet, it is an example of 
what has happened in many, many places.

The pastor of this village church says that 
a number of small open country churches 
around about his village have closed their 
doors within the last few years. As a result 
of their disbanding, a number of the mem
bers of these churches have moved into the 
membership of the First Baptist Church. 
This movement has been gradual over a 
period of as much as fifteen years. It has 
come from six neighboring churches. The 
results now, however, according to the pas
tor’s survey, is that 85% of his present re
sident membership is made up of people 
who have come out of these small open 
country churches which have disbanded 
within these past years.

This was brought forcefully to the pastor’s 
attention when during the last year one 
church ceased having services and five 
families from that church united with the 
First Baptist Church.

The Pattern of Experience

This pastor friend became interested in 
this migration from country churches to the 
membership of his village church and began 

to relate it to the successful program and 
the difficult problems of his church. For 
example, his church has a strong Sunday 
School. They have 360 enrolled in Sunday 
School with an average attendance of 250. 
The pastor firmly believes that the strength 
of his Sunday School is due largely to the 
fact that each of these small country 
churches had an active Sunday School 
organization. In fact, the Sunday School 
was about the only organization, certainly 
the strongest one, in the country churches. 
So when the people came to the village 
church they knew Sunday School. They 
had been accustomed to going to Sunday 
School and it has been perfectly easy for 
them to continue in the Sunday School in 
the village. It has made the enlistment of 
the people an easy effort, and a successful 
one on the part of the pastor and his Sun
day School officers.

However, the other organizations show a 
different pattern. For example, most of these 
churches did not have a Training Union. 
So when the village attempts to put on a 
Training Union prograip, it is going against 
the pattern of experience of the people out 
of the open country churches. The First 
Baptist Church in this village is averaging 
only 50 to 80 in Training Union. Con
trasted with 250 average attendance in Sun
day School, this is obviously quite low. The 
pastor sincerely feels it is largely due to the 
fact that the people who were in these open 
country churches did not have Training 
Unions on Sunday evening, were not in the 
habit of attending these unions and, there
fore, knew little or nothing about them. 
This means that when the pastor and his 
Training Union officers attempt to promote 
a Training Union program in their church, 
they are promoting something about which 
85% of the members know little or nothing. 
It is not within the bounds of their previous 
experience. Therefore, any effort to develop 
the Training Union goes against the grain, 
or at least against the custom, of the people. 
This means, also, that the evening preach
ing attendance is rather low in comparison 
to morning preaching attendance.

The same thing is quite evident with 
relationship to the Woman’s Missionary 
Union and Brotherhood organizations. Since 
the open country churches did not have 
these, the people do not participate very 

fully in the Woman’s Missionary Union and 
Brotherhood programs of the village church. 
It has been exceptionally difficult to build 
these organizations in any strong way. The 
contrast between Woman’s Missionary 
Union and Brotherhood on the one hand 
and the Sunday School on the other is quite 
obvious.

Another indication of the influence of 
these country churches is the fact that 
stewardship and tithing apparently was not 
stressed in those churches. To be sure if it 
had been stressed, perhaps the country 
churches would not have disbanded. But, 
since there was little stewardship education 
on the part of these smaller churches, the 
members now affiliated with the First Bap
tist Church in the village have little concept 
of what stewardship really means. Very few 
of them have ever tithed. In fact, some of 
the people seem to have a bit of resentment 
against any emphasis upon stewardship and 
tithing. As a consequence, the First Baptist 
Church, though a good size church, is hav
ing difficulty financing its program. This 
difficulty inevitably goes back to the pro
grams of the open country churches during 
the last fifteen, twenty to thirty years. 
People who know little or nothing about 
stewardship and tithing cannot be changed 
over night. They will not enlist actively in 
the promotion of a budget and the pledging 
of their tithe to the local church. The stew
ardship difficulty of this church is the result 
of the previous lack of training in the open 
country churches over which the village 
church had no say.

The Churches of the Future

To be sure, our hindsight is always bsiter 
than our foresight. It seems to be true, ^g>w- 
ever, that the experience of the past re
flected in this one church will very like^be 
repeated a thousand fold in the future. The 
pattern of the operation of the program of 
the small village and open country church 
will very likely have a large influence in 
determining what the town and city churches 
of the future will be.

We are coming to realize more fully than 
ever before that we must strengthen our 
country churches. The total life of the total 
denomination is unusually dependent upon 
this. If we leave our country churches weak, 
then the village, town and city churches of 
the future will have to labor against serious 
difficulty. If we make strong rural churches 
today, then the village, town and city 
churches of the future will have a much 
greater opportunity for service.

This rural program then is of vital in
terest both to the people in the country 
churches and also the people in the town . 
and city churches. It must be a cooperative 
effort.

Thus, the kind of churches we have in the 
future, in country, town and city will be 
determined by the kind of programs we have 
in country churches.
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