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NASHVILLE—Twenty-seven years of perfect Sunday school attendance at Park Avenue Church here is proof that this group 
has no Sunday morning allergy.

Gary Singleton age 4, proudly shows his award pin, designating three years attendance, to newly elected general Sunday school 
superintendent Burton Duncan. Others looking on also have outstanding records in this respect. They are (clockwise) Kenneth 
Davidson with four years; Jimmy Singletown, three years; Hiram Robinson, eight years; Johnny Singleton, 
Martin, three years; and Beverly Ann Keyes with three years.

During Promotion Day ceremonies Sunday, September 29, outgoing superintendent James H. Cartwright congratulated these 
youngsters and urged them to push their records even higher under the leadership of the new superintendent.

|j^ree years; Jimmy



All Attended The Men's ConferenceAsks Christ Be Accepted 
In Business Life

OKLAHOMA CITY— (RNS) — The 
president of the Baptist World Alliance told 
the first National Conference of Southern 
Baptist Men here that Christ should be ac
cepted as an active partner in the business 
life of Christians.

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, pastor of First 
Baptist church, Richmond, Va., said:

“We are realizing more and more that 
we must have more business in religion and 
more religion in business.”

He spoke to the delegates from 40 states 
at the concluding session of the three-day 
conference:

“We need more businessmen who are 
active in Christian service and more Chris
tian truth at work in and through business
men in every walk of life,” Dr. Adams said.

He said it was time for Christ to be ac
cepted as a partner, “not only on Sunday 
but on work days . . .”

Howard E. Butt, Jr., vice-president of a 
multi-million-dollar food store chain in 
Texas and a leading lay evangelist, warned 
the delegates that “too much of our Chris
tian beliefs are not at work”

“It is easy for us to make our faith be
come a cushion and not a goal,” he said. 
“Faith cannot be a fad. It must be a force.”

Mr. Butt said evangelist Billy Graham’s 
recent New York Crusade helped make 
faith fashionable in 1957.

Earlier, Dr. Glenn L. Archer of Wash
ington, D. C., said that religious liberty is 
in grave peril in the United States.

The executive director of Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State said attempts were being 
made to “undermine in theory and practice” 
the separation of Church and State and 
“our great American heritage of the equality 
of creeds before the law.”

“Religion to be religion must be free and 
to be free separation is man’s best device,” 
he asserted.

Situation Needs Religion's 
'Softening Influence'

OKLAHOMA CITY—(RNS)—Rep. 
Brooks Hays, (D.-Ark.), said here that he 
thought the Little Rock integration situa
tion “needs the softening influence of reli
gion.”

The president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention told a news conference: “I find 
that religion has been the determining 
power in the settlement of most of our 
conflicts.”

Mr. Hays scheduled to speak at the open
ing session of the first National Conference 
of Southern Baptist ^en here, postponed 
his appearance because of the integration 
crisis.

He said the race situation ‘‘requires a 
tolerant approach to the knowledge that a 
change is inevitable.”

Doctor, Lawyer, Merchant, Chief

OKLAHOMA CITY—(BP) — “Doctor, 
lawyer, merchant, chief”—so go the words 
to the old childhood rhyme. Each of them 
whether “rich man” or “poor man” attended 
the first National Conference of Southern 
Baptist Men here.

Not only that, but they were joined by 
men from dozens of other professions and 
walks of life. The 6,282 men from 40 states 
had a common aim in mind however: to 
learn how to be more useful Christian lay
men.

For three days they shared experiences 
with each other. Thev listened as work of

J

the Southern Baptist Convention was des
cribed by speakers and through visual dem
onstrations.

They chorused “Amen” heartily and ap
plauded strongly throughout the various 
programs. This was not a convention for 
transacting business. It was a conference 
for inpiration, information, and Christian 
fellowship.

It cut through state lines and professional 
limits and put each man on the same ground 
conscious of his duty and opportunity to 
advance the Kingdom of God.

The doctor from Memphis was joined by 
medical men from a score of other cities. 
So were the lawyers from Little Rock and 
from Kentucky. The merchant from Okla
homa met the steelworker from Gary, Ind. 
And the Indian chief was there too, in his 
rich, colorful costume.

These were joined by the man who oper
ated the diesel locomotive in Tennessee, who 
walked the police beat in Roanoke, who 
was business agent for a 2000-member 
electrical workers union in Houston, and 
the lumber salesman from the Southwest.

The Democratic governor of Oklahoma 
and Congressman of Arkansas put party 
labels aside to share the program with the 
Republican Congressman from Kentucky.

Labor chatted with management and 
minister and laymen together gained new 
insights into what they could do for the 
Lord.

A minister who attended the conference 
said six things impressed him about the 
conference.

One—For the first time laymen had a 
chance to voice themselves. The Woman’s 
Missionary Union has long held its annual 
convention and the ministers have had 
their Pastors’ Conference for years, too. 
This time laymen from across the Conven
tion expressed themselves.

Two—The program was colorful and 
dramatic. The opening pageant was in true

“Western” style. Indians from four tribes 
among which Baptists work presented the 
program. They were costumed. They pre
sented four of the conference leaders— 
three laymen and a minister—with honorary 
tribal memberships.' Symbol of the honorary 
membership was a colorful headdress of 
feathers placed on each one honored. ,

Three—It was definitely a men’s meeting. 
The WMU had its president and executive 
secretary as guests but at most meetings you 
could count the number of women on your 
fingers and toes.

Four—It was truly a “National” con
ference.

Five—The men were attentive and regu
lar in attendance. In contrast to the annual 
Southern Baptist Convention where hun
dreds mill about the exhibit area during 
every program, the exhibits were virtually 
empty when the conference was in session.

Six—The conference gave the Brother
hood new prestige and dignity. It was a 
fitting climax to the first 50 years and a 
fitting opening to the next 50 years „ of 
Brotherhood work. “Free Men Thresh 
the Ages”—theme of the conference—^ 
came a real challenge for the futur^as 
well as a reminder of past achievemen
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When you learn how few the real neces
sities of life are you have grown up, 
too. As Arthur Hopkinson has put it: 
“The less claim a man makes for him
self, the happier is his life; but it usually 
takes a lifetime to learn the lesson.”— 
Paul N. Ellis, “Signs of Maturity,” Free 
Methodist.

A very good layman of a great church told 
me a few weeks ago: “Our church is 
engaged in a rat race. We organize to 
get new members. We achieve great num
bers. Then we must increase our staff. 
When the staff is increased, we must 
raise our budget. Then we put on a 
campaign for new members to get more 
money. We get new members, then we 
start adding to the staff again.”—Wm. 
H. Leach, “Ministers Under Pressure.” 
Church Mgt.

There is a story of John Carmichael, the 
Scottish minister, who came to his first 
church very young and frightened. He 
felt that his people were looking at him 
with pity and contempt. And then, one 
day, to his terror, the stern elders of his 
Scottish kirk filed solemnly into the 
vestry.

But they did not come to reprove him. 
They had come to tell him not to be 
afraid. “Next Sabbath before you begin 
to speak,” they said, “we ask you to say 
to yourself ‘They’re all loving me.’ And 
it will be true. From the oldest to the 
youngest, we will all be loving you very 
much.”—Ardis Whitman, “Don’t Be 
Afraid of Sentiment.” Together.

Giving lip service to a belief is not enough; 
you must be willing to use it as a princi
ple of action in your life. What you are 
willing to live by is what you really be
lieve.—Nina W. Walter, “What Do You 
Live By?” You.

James F. Cole To Edit
Louisiana Newspaper

ALEXANDRIA, La.—(BP)—The Bap
tist Message, weekly newspaper of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention, will be edited 
by James F. Cole after Jan. 1.

Cole will succeed Finley W. Tinnin who 
has been editor of the Baptist Message 
since 1920. Tinnin, 70, is the dean of 
Southern Baptist editors, and is retiring 
Dec. 31.

The new editor has served the last four 
years as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
DeRidder, La. He has a bachelor’s degree 
from Union University, a master of arts 
degree from Baylor University, and bache
lor of divinity degree from Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary.

Grady Sparkman, who has been associate 
to Tinnin, will continue to serve as associ
ate editor of the Baptist Message.

Cole is a native of Trenton, Tenn. 
(James F. Cole is a son of Dr. Ira C. Cole 
of Dallas, Texas, who formerly held pas
torates in Tennessee, among these, Highland 
Heights, Memphis, Martin and Raleigh.— 
The Editor)

W. E. Tisdale Chosen
To Manage Newspaper

GREENVILLE, S. C.—(BP)—William 
E. Tisdale^ pastor of Draytonville Baptist 
Church, Gaffney, S. C., has been elected 
business-circulation manager of the Baptist 
Courier, weekly Baptist newspaper in South 
Carolina.

He took his new position on Oct. 1. He 
is a graduate of the University of South 
Carolina, where he studied business admin
istration, and has a master of theology de
gree from Southern Baptist Seminary.

Jack Harwell Assistant 
Christian Index Editor

ATLANTA— (BP)— Jack U. Harwell of 
Mobile, Ala., is joining the staff of the 
Christian Index here as assistant to the 
editor.

Harwell is the son of Hoyt Horace Har
well of Leroy, Ala., who is chairman of the 
press relations committee of the Alabama 
Baptist Convention.

Jack Harwell has been chief of the 
internal information division of the 12- 
state Mobile Air Force Materiel Area with 
headquarters in Mobile. He is a graduate 
of Howard College.

The Christian Index is the weekly pub
lication of Georgia Baptists.

Texas Widow Back Home
From Tour Of Nigeria

DALLAS—(BP)—A little white-haired 
78-year-old widow from Abilene, Tex., com
pleted a 9,000-mile, five-month journey to 
Nigeria as a Southern Baptist missionary 
observer.

“I went over there,” said Mrs. J. L. 
(Mom) Anthony, “to get a glimpse of our 
mission work. And I certainly did. I could 
write a book about these past few months.”

During her stay in Nigeria, she toured 
“nearly every province,” averaging about 
five talks a day. One Sunday she spoke 
11 times.

A Baptist Sunday school teacher for more 
than 50 years, Mrs. Anthony said she had 
to speak through an interpreter most of the 
time. As many as five were needed at 
times to translate her Bible stories into the 
different dialects of groups gathered to hear 
her.

Traveling with regular Southern Baptist 
missionaries working in Nigeria, Mrs. 
Anthony used a flannel-graph and her well- 
worn Bible to “introduce them to Christ.”

Since she lives alone and makes her own 
way as a seamstress, Mrs. Anthony could 
not finance the journey by herself. It was 
sponsored by the University Baptist Church 
of Abilene and by personal friends.

She has read her Bible every day for 
the last 61 years, has missed Sunday serv
ices only 26 times in 61 years and has been 
late only twice—both times because of car 
trouble.

New Maryland General 
Secretary Is Selected

BALTIMORE—(BP)—Roy D. Gres
ham, pastor of Middle River Baptist Church 
here, has been elected general secretary of 
the Maryland Baptist Union Association.

He will succeed Clifton C. Thomas who 
is retiring Jan. 1.

Gresham will join the association staff 
in November. During November and 
December he will work with Thomas to 
acquaint himself with his new duties.

After graduating from Furman Univer
sity in his native South Carolina, Gresham 
taught school for three years and later 
worked for Glenn L. Martin, Baltimore air
craft manufacturer, for four years.

He has been pastor of Middle River 
Church for 12 years.

Southern Baptists in Maryland number 
45,000 in 170 churches. They also have 
affiliated churches in Pennsylvania and 
Delaware and have assisted the growth of 
Southern Baptist work in New York City.

Thursday, October 10, 1957 Page 3



Observations

A Step In The 
Right Direction

By

Owen

A step in the right direction toward rec
ognition of Sunday as the Lord’s Day has 
been taken by those who operate the grocery 
stores in Nashville and Davidson County. 
The Nashville Retail Grocer’s Association 
took action to close the grocery stores on 
Sunday. This matter had been under con
sideration for a number of years. After 
many meetings of the association, much 
discussion, the grocers reached the decision 
not to open their stores on Sundays. A 
letter from the Association to the people 
of Nashville stated, “We of the Retail 
Grocers Association feel the necessity of 
making this change in order that our em
ployees may have the privilege of attending 
the church of their choice. We also feel 
led to take this step for other very im
portant reasons. Because we have failed to 
stand guard over our Christian Sabbath and 
because we have allowed it to be chipped 
away here and there, we stand in grave 

ind the strength 
for your life...

Religion In American Life Program

WORSHIP TOGETHER THIS WEEK

danger of losing it entirely. These are our 
paramount reasons for closing.”

The action taken by these grocers is in
deed to be commended. Not all of the 
grocers will be closed on Sundays, but the 
great majority will be, and the step which 
the Nashville Retail Grocers Association 
members have taken is certainly in the right 
direction. It came in recognition of those 
things in our present-day life which have 
“chipped away here and there” some of 
the finest values that have been in American 
life. Those values we are rapidly losing in 
a time when Sunday has been commerci
alized and when people who work in stores 
are compelled to work on the Lord’s Day, 
when the stores are open on Sunday. This 
step on the part of the grocers is deeply 
appreciated by those who love the Lord 
and who sincerely desire that the Lord’s 
Day shall be one that is protected from 
commercialization.

Among the Associations
NEW SALEM

Messengers and visitors to the 70th ses
sion of New Salem Association enjoyed the 
hospitality of New Home Church at Boma, 
Tennessee. The fifteen churches reported 
2,699 members and 63 baptisms during the 
past year. They gave $3,499 to the Co
operative Program and reported a total mis
sion expenditure of $9,543, with total gifts 
for all purposes amounting to $64,679. 
There are three churches that received pas
tor aid during the past year. Six pastors 
live on the field, but seven churches are 
served by pastors who do not. Vance King 
is moderator; J. D. Land, vice-moderator; 
Nat McKinney, Jr., clerk; Miss Margaret 
Bowman, treasurer. We appreciated the 
work of Brethren W. H. Matthews and 
Albert Jewell in securing subscriptions for 
the Baptist and Reflector. The annual 
sermon by Nat McKinney, Jr., who is as- 
sociational missionary, was a resume of 
church history and a spotlighting of the 
people who have remained true to New 
Testament principles through the ages. Pas
tor R. E. DeLozier and the host church 
provided bountifully for the messengers. 
Among the new pastors, we were pleased to 
meet Rev. W. R. Vestal, who was called 
by First Church, Carthage, last May.

GILES
“The work in this association is in the 

best shape that it has been since I have 
been coming,” remarked a layman at the 
lunch table. Then he added, “I have been 
coming for a number of years.” Baptisms 
in 1957 numbered 155, reported Dr. J. 
Clark Hensley. This was a gain of 28 over 
last year. The ratio was 1 to 21 members, 
even though 4 churches reported no bap
tisms. Dr. Hensley is pastor of First 
Church, Pulaski, and is clerk of the asso
ciation.

The body met with New Hope Church, 
which for the last 14 years has been led 
by Mack Pinkelton. The Church has a 
pastor’s home nearby. “We have a great 
mission that needs to be accomplished,” 
reminded Harold Smith in the introductory 
sermon. “It is only through Jesus Christ 
that we can do it.” said the young pastor 
of Minor Hill Church, as he preached on 
“Go Ye, Therefore!” During the year, the 
churches reported $2,582 for the Coopera
tive Program and $2,507 for associational 
missions. Membership of the 20 churches 
was listed at 3,270. Associational mission
ary R. E. Wilsford had an interesting, ef
fective visual display of literature, tracts, 
and pamphlets arranged in one of the rooms 
of the church. The body was happy to 
welcome Moderator Haynes Brinkley to the 
meeting. He has been ill of late, but was 
able to attend the meeting. The association 
looks forward to a united evangelistic effort 
next summer in Pulaski which will be led 
by Rev. F. M. Dowell, Jr., head of the 
department of evangelism of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.
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We've Been Overlooking 
A Weakness

We are at times amused and at other 
times distressed over the disposition of so 
many Baptists to talk about their strong 
points and be silent about their weaknesses. 
This is not a bad trait if the weaknesses 
are minor or inconsequential ones. We be
lieve, however, that a weakness or a failure 
in a major matter should be frankly faced 
and not just politely ignored.

As we have read numerous Baptist publi
cations and scores of church bulletins dur
ing the months of this year we have seen 
plenty of glowing reports of progress “in 
almost every phase of our work,” but rela
tively little said about one major point at 
which we failed to measure up to past prog
ress. Let us grant that in most instances 
the information may not have been avail
able, and so be lenient with one another up 
to this point. But now it is available, so 
let’s face it and try earnestly to do some
thing about it.

According to the 1957 Southern Baptist 
Handbook, Southern Baptists reported in
creases for 1956 over 1955 of one additional 
state convention, 22 associations, 736 active 
pastors, 462 more churches with pastors, 
457 more churches, and 234,082 more mem
bers. They also reported 1,080 more 
churches with full-time preaching, 444 more 
churches with Sunday Schools, 887 more 
churches with Training Unions, 854 more 
with W.M.U. Organizations and 1,414 more 
with Brotherhoods. And for every one of 
these increases we are genuinely grateful.

We also thank God for the 384,627 per
sons won to Christ and baptized into the 
churches during 1956. BUT— this is 32,240 
fewer than were won and baptized the pre
vious year. More churches, more members, 
more organizations, more preachers and 
more preaching—but fewer converts. We 
rejoiced over the average of 7,396 individ
uals (nearly 214 Pentecosts) baptized every 
Lord’s Day of 1956, but we sorrow over 
the fact that this was 620 souls per Sun
day fewer than Southern Baptists won the 
year before. We are deeply disturbed over 
the fact that it takes an average of 22.6 
Southern Baptists a whole yeai to win a 
soul to Christ. These figures expose the 
mighty limited influence of a lot of our 
church members.

Our great need is for the Spirit’s power 
to make us as individually fruitful as we 
are organizationally progressive. Let us get 
in condition to receive His power, then 
ask God to give it.—Editor W. G. Stracener, 
Florida Baptist Witness.

T. S. Houston has resigned as pastor of 
Cottonwood Grove Church, Beulah Associa
tion, to accept a pastorate at Bakerton, Mo. 
Frank Carlton has been called as pastor, 
coming from the pastorate of First Church, 
Wheatley, Ark. Brother Carlton will re
side at Martin.
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How To Kill A Man
If you ever want really to murder a man, don’t kill his body. Be subtle. Pooh-pooh 

every idea that he offers.
Make him feel that whatever he does is out of place.
Make him feel that he is unwanted in every group he goes into; classify him as 

a “type” until he loses his self-respect as a person, then nag about it until he cringes 
when the subject is mentioned.

Show him that he counts for little, isn’t important, and that everyone knows it.
If he is enthusiastic about anything, let him know you think he is a fool.
In short, every time he timidly reaches out to find people, beat him back until 

he tries no more.
This is the real stuff; this is killing a man inch by meh, letting him die of thirst. 

This is what Jesus meant when he said that those who hate are murderers.
We are all murders, and people are dying every day because we are not being 

stewards of the life of love.—Power

Silences
“Be still and know that I am God.” The 

song writer wrote, “Take time to be holy, 
Speak oft with thy Lord.” The voice of 
God is not heard in the crowded, busy 
throngs of life, but in the quiet places.

After Elijah’s spectacular victory over the 
prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, he was 
forced to flee for his life from the wrath 
of the wicked Jezebel, and as he rested 
under a juniper tree and prayed that he 
might die, the angel of the Lord appeared 
with bread and water, and commanded him 
to eat and drink. This was repeated over 
again. At last God’s command came to 
Elijah to flee to a cave in Mt. Horeb. There 
he was told to stand on the mount. The 
Lord passed by, and a great strong wind 
rent the mountain, and brake in pieces the 
rocks, but God was not in the wind. After 
the wind an earthquake, but God was not 
in the earthquake. After the earthquake, 
a fire, but God was not in the fire.

Then a still, small voice spoke to him and 
told him what to do.

From this narrative we are brought to 
conclude that God does not appear in the 
spectacular, but that He communes with 
us in a quiet, silent way. He is not to be 
found in the vast throngs that crowd the 
busy marts of life. Television has its place 
as religious medium, but, I fear, it is a very 
minor place. Are not most of the programs 
of a very different nature, often unfit for 
our youth to see? The Word of God says, 
“Enter into thy closet, and shut the door 
after thee, and thy Father, who heareth in 
secret, will reward thee openly.”

I read about an old Negro, who was one 
day found seated in an empty church. 
Being asked what he was doing, he replied, 
“I am talking to God, and He is talking 
back to me.”

Let’s not neglect the silent times with 
God, for thereby do we gain strength and 
courage in our every day living.

Where Is Sunday?
No matter what may be said to the con

trary, our American life, for the best part of 
our history, centered on the Lord’s Day. 
Begin with 1620 and the Pilgrims if you 
wish, and you will find that they set the 
tradition of Sunday as a day of rest and 
worship—at all costs. Who has not seen 
the picture of these early settlers marching 
through wintry snows to church led by an 
armed guard against the perils of “savage 
enemies”? It was men and women of such 
holy purpose who fashioned our civil re
spect for God. We are their descendants 
but how differently we live. With the dawn 
of this century the enemies of our Lord’s 
Day came in like a flood, to change the 
whole character of our nation’s life. The 
high level of Christian dedication, built up 
against strong and evil forces, has by de
grees been lowered until increasingly there 
is no Sunday of the American type left. 
The day is commercialized, debased to an 
opportunity to exploit deluded and irrever
ent people, a time of selfish pleasure in 
which God is allowed no place. So many 
people are killed on highways, beaches and 
in places where drinking leads to murder 
that the day is a symbol of carnage in 
which the dead are counted over the radio 
or television. Israel suffered great judg
ment for violating the Sabbath and it is 
certain that we cannot enjoy the favor of 
God, our Creator and Redeemer, by refus
ing to recognize the divine order of his 
Sovereign rule for our salvation, welfare, 
and personal well-being.—The Watchman- 
Examiner

Let us remember that it takes time to 
be holy. Give God priority over your life. 
Make Him first and He will supply your 
every need in Christ Jesus, our Lord.—Mrs. 
Annie Malone, Trenton, Tennessee,
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Bill Junker Joins Southwide 
Student Department

C. W. (Bill) Junker resigned his position 
effective September 20 to join the Student 
Department of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board where he will be an Associate in 
charge of Campus Evangelism. Junker has 
served in Chattanooga since January 15, 
1954, as student director.

The Student Department of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention regrets the loss of 
Mr. Junker and congratulates him on his 
new position where he will be leading the 
important work of evangelism on campuses 
throughout America. His work in Chatta
nooga has been of the highest type and all 
Tennessee Baptists are grateful for the serv
ice he has rendered.

Dr. W. J. Robinson Dies
Dr. William James Robinson, 87, retired 

Baptist minister, died September 11, at the 
Armour home for the aged in Kansas City, 
Mo.

A native of Wartrace, he held an honor
ary doctor of divinity degree from Carson- 
Newman College where he received his 
master’s degree. Dr. Robinson’s first church 
was at Buckeye, Tenn., and later he was 
pastor at Macon, Mo., and Fort Smith, Ark. 
He served as pastor of Kensington Avenue 
Church, Kansas City, from 1912 to 1920.

He retired in 1932 because of ill health. 
Since his retirement he had written for 
religious publications and preached in many 
churches as a visiting minister.

D. P. McFarland, pastor of First Church, 
Covington, is in Alaska for a two weeks 
evangelistic crusade, October 6-20, at the 
invitation of the Evangelism Department of 
\he Home Mission Board. Brother McFar
land is preaching at First Church, Palmer, 
Alaska. Dr. Eual Lawson directed the trip.

Prescott Memorial Church, Memphis, 
ordained Arden Barnett, James Foster, W. 
F. Richardson, and Hawthorne Wallis as 
deacons on Sept. 29. J. B. Hester is the 
pastor. W. Fred Kendall and Frank G. 
Charton will assist Prescott Church in a 
revival beginning October 6.
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Pioneering in the Philippines
GAINES S. DOBBINS

“The Filipinos,” explained Theresa An
derson, our extremely competent missionary 
guide, “are somewhat like the young man 
who has declared his independence of his 
father but still looks to ‘the Old Man’ to 
pay the bills and help him out of trouble.” 
In this case the “Old Man” is Uncle Sam, 
who no longer exercises benevolent control 
over the Islands but is still looked to for 
substantial help.

Something of the same analogy obtains 
between the Filipino Baptist churches and 
the missionaries. The churches are proud 
of their independence, but they often lack 
maturity requisite to full autonomy. This 
is especially true in pioneer Baptist work 
when new churches are being constituted. 
The missionaries have a delicate and dif
ficult responsibility as they seek a balance 
between authority aand freedom.

Our Baptist cause in the Philippines con
fronts enormous difficulties. Roman Cath
olicism casts its shadow over everything, 
especially in the cities. As we drove through 
Manila and inquired about the notable 
public buildings, Miss Theresa’s almost 
monotonous answer was, “That’s Catholic.” 
Schools, monasteries, hospitals, cathedrals 
and churches innumerable bear testimony 
to Catholic predominance.

Why? The answer lies in two words: 
conquest and education. Early in Philippine 
history, Catholic conquistadores seized con
trol and put the peaceful people under their 
rigid government. Then Catholic schools 
offered education which-brought advantages 
at the price of indoctrination. Thus the 
Church has imbedded itself in every area 
of Filipino life—personal, family, com
munity, national.

Yet Catholicism has increased rather than 
decreased the average Filipino’s hard lot. 
Poverty and ignorance are appalling—and 
the two go together. The visitor is shocked 
by the extremes of privileged and under
privileged. The slums of Manila are among 
the worst in the world. Traveling through 
the towns and villages, one is again shocked 
at the sight of families living in tiny nipa 
huts perched on stilts above pools of water, 
with chickens and pigs underneath. Free 
education is being offered by the govern
ment in the elementary grades and there is 
a movement toward universal compulsory 
education on this level. The many dialects 
constitute an almost impossible educational 
barrier. Let it be said that government of
ficials are in the main concerned for the 
improvement of the lot of the people, both 
educationally and economically, but they 
find themselves confronted with a dual sys
tem of education and government, with the 
Roman hierarchy boldly claiming primacy 
in both temporal and spiritual realms.

What is the Baptist answer to this call 

of need and opportunity? Uniformly, from 
missionaries and nationals, came the an
swer: the teaching-training church! Amer- 
can Baptists, with concentration at Iloilo, 
a northern city with a population of some 
half million, have in fifty years developed 
Central Philippine University, with total en
rolment of nearly 4,000 students in all 
grades from primary through university and 
seminary. To the churches of this northern 
area is being furnished pastoral and lay 
leadership that is developing congregations 
with increasing emphasis on teaching and 
training.

To the presentation of the ideals of . the 
Baptist World Alliance’s Commission on 
Bible Teaching and Training, we found 
eager response of interest and inquiry. These 
churches increasingly are using the Sunday 
school as a main means of reaching, teach
ing, and winning the unsaved multitudes 
and developing church members into ma
turity as Christians. They have found that 
the best way to begin a church is to start 
it as a Sunday school and the best way to 
develop it into competency and self-support 
is by a program of teaching and training. 
It was my privilege to preach on Sunday 
morning at the University Church, where 
I confronted a great audience of students 
and local people who heard with apparent 
appreciation and even enthusiasm my mes
sage concerning “The Changing World and 
The Teaching Church.”

Southern Baptist work in the Philippines 
is relatively new. We began exploratory 
efforts soon after the Japanese were driven 
out during World War II. Headquarters 
was established at Manila and a Baptist 
school and seminary at Baguio City. A 
good beginning has been made in both 
places. Our most promising field is Min
danao, a southern province where free land 
was offered by the government to pioneer- 
spirited families willing to move there. One 
is reminded of the covered wagon days of 
Oklahoma and Texas. Among these hardy 
settlers, many of whom have been exposed 
to Baptist and protestant influence in the 
north, our message and methods are being 
welcomed. Here missions are being estab
lished and churches constituted after the 
New Testament pattern of preaching, teach
ing, training—all for evangelism. Our mis
sionaries hold out the bright promise that 
Mindanao may one day be to Baptists of 
the Philippines what the southwest is to 
Baptists of the United States.

“A sower went forth to sow.” These 
brave representatives of ours and of Christ’s 
are sowing gospel seed in many kinds of 
soil in the Philippines. Pray that the Lord 
of the harvest will bring forth fruit to re
ward their labor richly!

Dr. Dobbins is distinguished professor of Church 
Administration in Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Berkeley, California.

Baptist and Reflector



Ohio Colling

You're Wanted On The Phone
By Virgil O. McMillan, Jr. 

Southern Baptist Missionary to Japan

Long distance from Ohio calling! Person 
to person to Southern Baptists for help in 
Northern Ohio!

The call is for preachers who are willing 
to sacrifice, and who like the Apostle Paul 
are ready and able to work at a trade while 
they build churches for the Lord Jesus.

The call is also to members of Southern 
Baptist churches for support of new 
churches in Ohio.

A young chemical engineer asked me. 
“When are our people going to wake up 
to the challenge and opportunity here in 
Ohio? If Southern Baptists don’t come into 
Ohio, somebody else will. Our city of 
290,000 is already filled with churches of 
all kinds of off-brand isms.”

Right now 50 preachers are needed for 
churches and missions. The need is for men 
with trades who can earn their living for 
one to three years while they are building 
churches. Men with courage and faith and 
vision like the young man who recently 
accepted the call to a mission at Syracuse, 
N. Y., are needed. This young man left a 
pastorate where he had baptized 154 con
verts during the past three years to accept 
this mission at a salary of $23 a week.

Strong churches in the South need to give 
supplements to churches in Ohio, so their 
pastors can serve their churches full-time. 
A pastor working in industry and trying 
to pastor a church at the same time is like 
a man trying to do manual labor with his 
right hand tied behind his back.

Some churches in the South are already 
providing aid. There are 130 pastors in 
Southern Baptist work in Ohio but still 65 
of these pastors or their wives must do 
secular work to make a living.

Churches in the South may also help by 
giving money for land and church buildings. 
The people of Ohio are like the people of 
Japan in this respect; they are not attracted 
by dingy, second-rate church buildings.

The churches in Ohio are worthy of 
help. Last year the per capita gift in Ohio 
was $85.

I visited in the home of one of our 
preachers. I showed pictures of our work 
in Japan to members of his church. Even 
with all the difficulties in Ohio and the lack 
of money for buildings they need, the peo
ple are 100 per cent for foreign missions.

All four churches in which I spoke have 
posters saying their churches give 10 per 

Catholics Are Convertible
Write for 96-page copyrighted book, 1957, $1.87 (includes postage .07$, sales tax 

.05 #, and handling charge .25 $). Testimonials from 48 States and foreign.
BEN BORDERS, PUBLISHER, P.O. BOX 207, BRANFORD, FLORIDA

cent to the Cooperative Program and 2 per 
cent to associational missions. The churches 
of the association in the Cleveland area 
voted to raise their gifts to the Cooperative 
Program another 2 per cent this year.

Two of these four churches meet in 
rented buildings and wives of two of those 
pastors work for a living. In one home 
both the pastor and his wife work to pay 
their bills. Yet they have a full-time church, 
also the Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Brotherhood, Girls Auxiliary, and Sun
beams.

The need is everywhere. In a suburb of 
Cleveland with 75,000 population there is 
only one Baptist church of any kind. South
ern Baptists in Ohio say that of a million 
people in Cleveland, 100,000 are from the 
South, most of them unchurched.

Southern Baptists in Ohio are sacrificing 
to carry on their work. They are not 
fighting or competing with other denomina
tions. They are in Ohio to help lead the 
514 million (60 per cent of the popula
tion) in Ohio to Christ.

(Editor’s Note: Mr. McMillan, who served in 
Nagasaki, Japan, is now in the United States. He 
recently visited Ohio to observe Southern Baptists 
in that state. These are his impressions.)

Liquor Expenditures Three 
Times Contributions To 
Religious, Welfare Activities

WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — Ameri
cans spent three times as much on alcoholic 
beverages last year as they contributed to 
churches, religious bodies and welfare or
ganizations, the Methodist Board of Tem
perance reported here.

It gave Department of Commerce figures 
showing that $10,500,000,000 was spent 
for liquor in 1956. The amount given for 
religious and welfare activities was $3,746,- 
000,000.

Last year’s liquor expenditure was $410,- 
000,000 higher than the 1955 figure.

The statistical report also said Americans 
spent $2,416,000,000 for books, magazines 
and newspapers last year; $3,269,000,000 
for physicians; and $1,173,000,000 for 
medical care and hospitalization insurance.

A total of $5,681,000,000 was spent for 
tobacco.

New Student Director
At Carson-Newman

John Billington, formerly of Kingsport, 
Tennessee is now serving as Director of Re
ligious Activities at Carson-Newman Col
lege. He accepted the position upon the 
resignation of Mr. Bill Jenkins who went 
to Virginia as the Head of the Department 
of Baptist Student work of that state. Super
vising the Baptist Student Union program 
will be an important part of Mr. Billington’s 
responsibilities.

He graduated in 1952 from Carson- 
Newman. During his Senior year he was 
the B.S.U. President. He has a Master’s 
Degree from Springfield College in Spring
field, Massachusetts. After serving two 
years in the U.S. Army he entered South
western Baptist Theological Seminary where 
he completed one year of work. Immediately 
orior to his new position at Carson-Newman 
le served as teacher and coach at the 
Church Hill High School in Church Hill, 
Tennessee.

The Department of Student Work of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention is happy that 
Carson-Newman College has secured the 
services of Mr. Billington and knows that 
he will mean much to Baptist Student Union 
work throughout the entire state of Ten
nessee.

OFFER ENDS
October 25

PRE-PUBLICATION SALE
"Early Tennessee Baptists" 

by O. W. Taylor

Order Now
Send $2.00 to Promotion Department
Tennessee Baptist Convention
Belcourt at 16th Avenue, South 
Nashville, Tennessee
Delivery Date — Not later than October 31
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T© I^EACH M©R>E ADULTS = U!
WE ARE REACHING ONLY ABOUT ONE-HALF OF OUR TOTAL ADULT POSSIBILITIES!

45% OF THOSE WHO ARE UNENROLLED ARE LOST WITHOUT CHRIST AS SAVIOUR!
EACH NEW ADULT ENROLLED WILL CONTRIBUTE $42.70 PER YEAR ON THE AVERAGE!

ONE OUT OF FIVE NEW ADULTS ENLISTED BECOMES A WORKER IN THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL!

WE MUST REACH MORE ADULTS!

PROVIDE MORE CLASSES FOR ADULTS

PROVIDE MORE TRAINED WORKERS

PROVIDE MORE CLASS ORGANIZATIONS

A class for every 25 adult possibilities
As many classes for men as for women

Through a year-round training program
Participation in Associational training schools

Get the classes organized in October
Conduct a class officers' Clinic
Lead the class officers and members in a program of reach

ing Adults for Bible study

SUGGESTED CLASS ORGANIZATION PLAN

TEACHER
one for every 25 possibilities

ORGANIZATION IS THE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSIBILITY

Bob Patterson 
Supt. Adult and 
Extension Work, 
Sunday School 
Department

THE TEACHER LEADS IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CL/

• APPOINT THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

• ELECT THE OFFICERS—DIVIDE POSSIBILITIES INTO GROUPS

• CONDUCT A CLASS OFFICERS' CLINIC

• CONTINUE TO TRAIN AND ENCOURAGE CLASS OFFICERS

• LEAD CLASS TO ADOPT THE CLASS STANDARD OF EXCELLE



I

E THE CLASS ORGANIZATION
NEW CLASS OFFICERS NEED TO BE TRAINED IN THEIR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES!

THE OLDER ONES NEED TO REVIEW THEIR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES!
A TRAINED WORKER IS A BETTER WORKER, A CONCERNED WORKER, 

A PRODUCTIVE WORKER!
PLAN YOUR CLASS OFFICERS' CLINIC FOR OCTOBER, OR SOON THEREAFTER!

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE FOR CLASS OFFICERS' CLINIC
CONFERENCE PERIOD—60 minutes

Special Conferences for teachers, presidents, group leaders, vice-presidents, and secretaries
Conferences led by consecrated, qualified workers
Instruction of the officers in their duties
Planning for the work of the classes for the coming year
Class officers filmstrips may be used
"The Adult Bible Class at Work" should be used 

%

ASSEMBLY PERIOD—30 minutes
Use filmstrip, "Class Officers at Work"

Have a Demonstration
Sunday Morning Class Session
The Monthly Class Business Meeting
The Weekly Class Officers' Meeting
How to Visit
How to Study a Lesson

Have a Message
The Proper Relationship Between a Teacher and Class Officers
The Relationship of a Class to the Department, School, and Church
How Our Class May Participate in the Church Program
The Missionary Opportunities of a Sunday School Class

FELLOWSHIP PERIOD—30 minutes
A good time for a department social
Food, fun, and fellowship for all 

t 
\

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS, DEPARTMENT SUPERINTENDENTS, TEACHERS—PLAN YOUR CLINIC NOW-

THE TEACHER LEADS IN THE FUNCTIONING OF THE CLASS

• LEAD IN PROMOTING MONTHLY CLASS BUSINESS MEETINGS

• CONDUCT WEEKLY CLASS OFFICERS' MEETINGS

• LEAD IN WEEKLY PROGRAM OF VISITATION

• KEEP VACANCIES IN THE ORGANIZATION FILLED

• TEACH BY EXAMPLE AND NOT BY WORD ONLY
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East Tennessee Topics
ROY G. LILLARD, BENTON

October 7-11, Knox County Association, 
with Lawrence Trivette, Superintendent of 
Missions, conducted eight Training Union • 
Leadership Schools. This association will 
also hold its 155th annual session on Octo
ber 14, meeting with Arlington Church, on 
October 15 with Fifth Avenue Church, and 
North Knoxville Church will be host on 
October 16.

First Church, Spring City, with Marvin 
O. Wayland, pastor, reached their financial 
goal of $5,000, on September 22.

Dr. Clyde H. Farnsworth filled the pulpit 
of Central Church, Johnson City, Septem
ber 22.

Fred Smith preached at Litz Manor 
Church, Kingsport, at the evening service, 

22.

October 7-11, Watauga Association was 
host to 12 foreign missionaries, 12 home 
missionaries and four state workers.

With Elmer Hurst of Third Creek 
Church, Knox County, as evangelist, Main 
Street Church, Lake City, conducted a revi
val.

Mrs. R. E. Selby has joined the staff of 
McCalla Avenue Church, Knoxville, as part 
time office worker.

With Wilson Lonas, pastor, Meridian 
Church, Knoxville, September 23-27 ob-

"SAVE $2.75 ON NEW 
ENCYCLOPEDIA WITH 
SPECIAL PREPUBLICA
TION OFFER"

Every effort has been made to 
keep the price of the new 
Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists 
within the reach of the greatest 
number of Baptists.

Take advantage of the special 
prepublication offer of Broadman 
Press. All orders received before 
January 20, 1958 will be filled at 
the special price of only $13.75. 
After publication the price will be 
$16.50. Reserve your 2-volume 
set now from your BAPTIST 
BOOK STORE and save $2.75
Chattanooga—734 Cherry St. 

Knoxville—308 W. Church Ave.
Nashville—161 8th Ave., N. 

Memphis—24 North Second St. 

served Sunday School Preparation Week, 
using the suggested textbook.

Tennessee Valley Association—Septem
ber 30, Garrison Church, J. H. Blair, pas
tor, began a revival with Hugh Ensminger 
of Sweetwater as evangelist. Carl Howell 
Murray Hill Church, Jacksonville, Fla., will 
begin a revival at First Church, Dayton, 
October 23. An Associational Mission In
stitute was conducted at First Church, 
Spring City, October 1, with Mrs. W. C. 
Summer, Mrs. J. R. Looney and Mrs. Joe 
Davis as speakers. Central Church, Spring 
City, has called T. R. Tate as pastor. Wash
ington Church has called Charles Euverard 
as pastor.

Holston Valley Association conducted a 
School of Missions, Sept. 29-October 4 with 
21 missionaries, and 21 churches participat
ing.

Members of First Church, Decatur, voted 
unanimously to adopt a program of re
modeling and extension of the present build
ing facilities, Pastor M. W. Little has an
nounced.

The Home Mission Board in cooperation 
with the Hamilton County Association is 
opening a Good Will Center in Avondale 
near the Boone-Hysinger project. The cen
ter’s activities will include a kindergarten 
program, organized activities during the 
week for children and for adults, and a 
food and clothing ministry, as well as regu
lar services on Sunday.

A two-day community youth-led revival 
was held at Greenwood Church, 10 miles 
north of Ooltewah. Four area Baptist 
churches participated in the revival: Pro
vidence, Lewis C. Smartt, pastor; Cross 
Roads; New Shepherd Hill, Roscoe Davis,

5,000 >S WANTED 
to sell Bibles, good books, Scripture Greet
ing Cards, Stationery, napkins, Scripture 
novelties. Liberal profits. Send for free 
catalog and price list.

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. B, Pontiao Bldg., Chicago, 5, III.

YOU CAN 
SAVE MONEY 

ON CHURCH PEWS, 
PULPITS, CHAIRS, 
TABLES, RAILS, 

ALTAR PADS AND 
ALL TYPES SCHOOL 

AND OFFICE 
FURNITURE

LINDSEY'S
LAWRENCEBURG, TENNESSEE 

pastor; and the host church with Ernest M. 
Rackley, pastor. A youth team, Calvin 
Cucsee, Richard Foster, and Hershel John
son, from the Baptist Student Union Uni
versity of Chattanooga assisted.

Harry Carswell, a commercial artist be
fore entering the ministry, presented a 
chalk-art message, “The Ladder” at North 
Glenwood Church, Knoxville. Fluorescent 
chalk with colored and black-light lighting 
effects were used.

Dr. M. W. Rankin spoke at both services, 
September 22 at Gillespie Church, Knox
ville. Dr. Rankin served for 30 years as 
missionary to China, as a representative of 
the Foreign Mission Board.

Recently the Girls’ Auxiliary of Calvary 
Church, Knoxville, held a Coronation Serv
ice. Those presented included: Ollie 
Whitener, Sylvia Parker, Sammie Lynn 
McNeil; Jo Patterson, Beth Rose and Ruth 
Ann Roberts.

Knoxville County has broken the record, 
out of 136 churches, 123 of them held 
Vacation Bible Schools during the summer; 
out of 9 missions, 8 schools were held.

Pastor Elmer J. Foust, White Oak 
Church, Chattanooga was with Willow 
Brook Church near Lake City and Hillcrest 
Church, Morristown, in recent revivals. 
Brother Foust began a meeting September 
30 at Owensboro, Ky. White Oak Church 
recently elected the following as deacons: 
Cecil Bingham, Bill Haithcoat, Frank In
gram, John Rutledge, Oscar Clonts, Bill 
Bingham, Carl Travis and John Martin. 
This church uses the rotation system for 
deacons, and at present has 21 active dea
cons.

On last Friday evening the Baptist Train
ing Union of Knoxville sponsored a Chat 
’N Chew Party with approximately 200 
University students participating. A pro
gressive supper was served by the Baptist 
churches in the University area.

Charles Ausmus will assist Pastor Eugene 
B. Roberts, in a revival, October 13-20 at 
Calvary Church, Knoxville.

Dr. Leonard Sanderson, Secretary of the 
Department of Evangelism, Home Mission 
Board and former pastor of First Church, 
Maryville, spoke at both services, October 
6.

Pastor Wyman 0. Wood of Mt. Olive 
Church, Maryville, baptized five canditates 
September 29.

D. B. Bowers of Chattanooga filled the 
pulpit of First Church, Benton, September 
29.

William Mauldin is the new pastor at 
Richard City. He comes to Richard City 
from Burning Bush Church in Catoosa 
County, Ga., where he served as moderator 
of the Catoosa County Baptist Association.
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Fear Of Change Retards Some Rural Churches 
(Experiences of a pastor's wife as told to the Baptist and Reflector)

I have just read the article written by a 
Seminary wife in your July 18 issue. I am 
a former Seminary wife and I want to 
reiterate that what she says is so true.

My husband was called to preach as a 
young boy, and he has spent many years 
in preparation for that task. His parents 
were hard-working farmers, and their church 
was a rural church. Their pastors were 
consecrated, dedicated men with little edu
cation. My husband worked several years 
before entering a Baptist college. Then he 
was called into the service for 13 months. 
He continued his college education on the 
G.L Bill of Rights.

My life in many ways is parallel to my 
husband’s—with the exception that I at
tended a large city church. My father died 
shortly after I finished high school, and I 
had to work several years to help out 
financially at home. During this time I felt 
called to do full-time Christian work. The 
way was eventually opened for me to attend 
a Baptist college.

There we met and fell in love. When 
my husband proposed, he didn’t say “Will 
you marry me?” but “Will you be ready 
to go to the seminary with me in the fall?”

Oh, how bright the future looked to us. 
The Lord was leading all the way. We were 
married August 16 (11 years ago) and our 
honeymoon was the trip from Florida to 
Texas. We spent three happy years while 
my husband was getting his degree. It 

wasn’t easy. (Our G.L ran out after the 
first year. The truth is, we didn’t get our 
first check that first school year until 
January—mix-up of government records). 
So we both went to classes and worked in 
the seminary cafeteria. Of course, our 
money ran out. We had only nine cents 
to eat on one day.

In the two years that followed, my hus
band pastored two mission churches, went 
to school, and worked for a construction 
company.

When he graduated in ’49 with his B.D. 
degree, 1 had already received my “MaMa” 
degree. Our first little girl is a seminary 
baby. I, like Hannah, gave her back to the 
Lord before she was born. She was saved 
a few Sundays ago at the age of eight. She 
prays every night that the Lord will help 
her to be a good Christian.

What of the years since graduating? My 
husband has always felt that his place is 
in the rural church. Our experience—edu
cation has often been our foe rather than 
our ally. Do the rural churches want a 
pastor with a seminary education? No— 
not many of them. They are afraid of 
change and progress. It is looked upon 
with concern by the majority of rural peo
ple. Grandfather and Grandmother did it 
this way; so it can’t be changed.

Our heartaches have been many. One 
church my husband pastored was divided.

Part of the membership wanted to go along 
with the pastor and accept his leadership 
concerning Cooperative Program, church 
budget, the organization of the W.M.U., 
etc. The other half of the church fought 
just as hard to keep those things from be
coming a reality. The ladies had a monthly 
class meeting; so they didn’t need a W.M.S.

Our present church is very small, but the 
people are wonderful and have cooperated 
in everything the pastor has suggested 
(giving to missions, church budget, re
decorating the church, and other things) — 
except having a W.M.U. My oldest child 
is eight and has grown up without any 
knowledge of Sunbeams or G.A.’s.

My husband has to supplement his 
church salary by teaching school. He has 
done this for five years now. The years 
before that we just didn’t get by on what 
the churches paid. This doesn’t leave him 
much time for sermon preparation, visita
tion, and other church duties. We have no 
time for family life.

We know that this is not just our problem 
alone. It is rather widespread. In our 
county alone, there are several educated 
preachers who are teaching school to meet 
the needs of their family.

Full-time Christian work? I don’t know. 
My patient, consecrated, dedicated husband 
says the Lord’s ministry is teaching, healing, 
and preaching. We could have done what 
we are doing now without a seminary edu
cation—many are. But we still believe the 
Lord led us there for a purpose. We hope 
someday to find the answer, and we hope 
to find it in the rural churches. We love 
the people.

Pastor's Home, White's Creek Church

This is the new parsonage of Whites Creek Church, Rockwood. The 70 by 70 lot was 
given by Mrs. H. A. Rucker, and adjoins the church property. The $70,500 house 
consists of two bedrooms, living room, combination dining room, kitchen and carport. 
Landscaping, and planting shrubbery are now in progress. H. B. Clemmons came to Whites 
Creek Church as pastor in August, 1956. Construction began on the parsonage the 
following November and was completed in January, 1957. In addition to the parsonage, 
the church has installed a new $2,800 Hammond organ. During 1955, the church added 
four Sunday school rooms for a total of nine rooms. This church is in Big Emory Associa
tion and E. H. Howard is missionary. Rev. and Mrs. Clemmons are shown in the picture 
above. Brother Clemmons came to Whites Creek Church from Valley View Church, Sevier 
Association. Shown also are deacons of Whites Creek Church, which includes (bottom 
row, left to right) Dan Burnette, Carl Christmas, C. B. Stanley. Back row, James Peacock, 
Ford McCuiston, W. H. Thompson and Clyde Jones. Emmitt Jones and Dave Christmas 
are not shown in the picture. The finance and building committee was chosen from this 
group.
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Rev. P. F. Langston Dies
Rev. P. F. Langston, 64, pastor of Shelby 

Avenue Church, Nashville, died October 2, 
shortly after being stricken by a heart attack 
while making a pastoral call.

He had been pastor of Shelby Avenue 
Church for 29 years and had planned to 
retire next year. During his pastorate this 
church grew from a small house with a few 
members to a large modern building with 
over 1,000 members.

Funeral services were held at the church 
on October 4. G. Allen West and James M. 
Gregg, Nashville ministers, officiated.

He married Miss Jennie Byford of De
Kalb County 41 years ago. She survives. 
Other survivors include three daughters, 
Mrs. Wilson Thomas and Mrs. Ona Lee 
Reavis, Nashville, and Mrs. R. H. Savage, 
Baton Rouge, La., six grandchildren, one 
brother and one sister.

Miss Oates Appointed
To Serve In South Brazil

Miss Alma Oates, native of Memphis, 
Tenn., and now Woman’s Missionary 
Union field worker in the St. Louis (Mo.) 
Baptist Association, has been appointed for 
mission service in South Brazil by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
Richmond, Va.

She was graduated from high school in 
Memphis and received the bachelor of 
science degree from Memphis tState Col
lege, where she was active in the Baptist 
Student Union. She received the master 
of religious education degree from South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. 
Worth, Texas.

Prior to going to St. Louis she was a 
Vacation Bible school worker with the 
Shelby Baptist Association, Memphis, and 
with the Sunday School Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Pastor B. Frank Collins of First Church, 
Goodlettsville did the preaching in revival 
services at Lakeview Church, Camden, S. C. 
recently.
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Woman's Missionary Union

Annual Reports, 
1956-57

September 30 marked the end of the 
W.M.U. year. By the fifth of October each 
Woman’s Missionary Union should have 
annual reports of all local organizations 
ready to mail. One copy of the annual 
W.M.U. report should be mailed to the 
Associational Superintendent and one copy 
of the individual youth organizations annual 
reports should be mailed to the Associa
tional Director of Youth. Do not tear apart 
the perforated sections. Keep one copy of 
the annual report for permanent records.

The State W.M.U. Office is requesting 
that the additional (fourth) copy of the 
local union report be sent together with one 
copy of the W.M.S. Record of Advance
ment to Miss Mary Mills, Belcourt at 
Sixteenth Avenue, South, Nashville, by 
October 15 or as soon after as possible. 
Every society reports its record of advance
ment regardless of the number of basic ob
jectives or electives achieved. If your 
society has qualified as Approved, Advanced 
or Honor, fill in also the Application for 
Recognition found at the end of the Record 
of Advancement and send to Miss Mills. 
Please see Important Instructions on report
ing in your report book.

Applications for Recognition from all 
youth organizations should be sent to Miss 
Abbie Louise Green, Belcourt at Sixteenth 
Avenue, South, Nashville.

Awards for Approved, Advanced and 
Honor organizations will be mailed to the 
Associational Superintendent in time to be 
awarded at the January, 1958 Quarterly 
Meeting.

Any W.M.U. which, has reached 350 
points on the Achievement Chart for Mis
sion Study should apply to the State Office 
for the Mission Study Award.

FROM THE RECENT BOARD MEETING
Woman’s Missionary Union Executive 

Board met September 10-11 in a very profit
able session.

Perhaps the highlight of actions taken 
was the vote to request the Personnel Com
mittee to secure an additional person to 
share with Miss Abbie Louise Green re
sponsibilities of promotion of the Youth 
work.

It was announced that Hotel Sam Davis 
will be Headquarters Hotel for W.M.U. 
Convention, March 26-28, 1958.

A Community Missions activity for the 
new year will be poster contests conducted 
throughout the state in associations. Plans 
appear in the W.M.U. Guide Book.

There will be eight Divisional Leadership 
Clinics for Youth Leaders during January- 
February, 1958. Time and places will be 
announced.

1958 will bring plans for a State Mission 
Study Institute. The dates will be an
nounced.

New Guide Book in a new cover will be 
off press October 15!

Tenn. Has 16 at Southeastern
WAKE FOREST, N. C.—Tennessee 

Baptists are represented by 16 students in 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
as Tennessee ranks sixth in enrollment 
totals.

Southeastern, the youngest Southern Bap
tist theological seminary, begins its seventh 
year with an enrollment of 670 represent
ing 24 states, the District of Columbia and 
Greece.

Two major buildings are under construc
tion and will be in use by spring. A front 
wing is being added to the library building 
and is nearing completion, according to an 
announcement by President S. L. Stealey. 
The interior of the Chapel, which was 
framed in for temporary use by Wake 
Forest College, is being completed along 
lines designed to create an atmosphere of 
worship and devotion in Seminary services.

Preston Carlyle Brown, Jr., began his 
work as pastor of First Church, Harrogate, 
August 19. A graduate of Olanta High 
School, Olanta, S. C., the Citadel, Charles
ton, S. C., and Southern Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky., this year, Brother Brown also 
spent 20 months with the U.S. Army in 
Japan and Korea. While a student at the 
Seminary he served the New Harmony 
Church, Austin, Ind., as pastor. Mrs. 
Brown, a graduate of Meredith College, 
Raleigh, N. C., and the School of Church 
Music, Southern Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
has organized three choirs at the Harro
gate Church. Plans are underway to pay 
off the church indebtedness and dedicate 
the Church building November 10, the 11th 
Anniversary of the church.

Miss Grace Tyler, missionary to Italy 
who is now in the States on emergency 
furlough, has moved from Aiken, S. C., to 
Nashville, Tenn., where she may be ad
dressed at 412 Graduate Hall, Peabody 
College. ‘

Cumberland Association reported 534 
baptisms during the past year from its 28 
churches with a membership of 7,122. 
Total mission expenditures were reported at 
$41,570 and total gifts for all causes were 
$270,425. Gardner Burden was moderator 
and Stephen Minor, clerk. The association 
met at New Providence and Little Hope 
churches October 8 and 9.

Bob Peek, pastor of First Church, Cow
an, since October, 1955, has resigned to 
accept the pastorate of Grandview Church, 
Maryville, Brother Peek will preach his first 
sermon at Grandview Church, October 20. 
Rev. and Mrs. Peek are both graduates of 
Carson-Newman College. Mrs. Peek is the 
former Willodene Gentry of Cookeville. 
They have two sons, Stevie, 3J4, and Philip, 
1.
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ATTENDANCES AND ADDITIONS, SUNDAY 29, 1957
Church s.s. T.U. Add. First.................... .............. • •••••• 1051 227 0

Glenwood.. . .................. 387 153 .
Alamo, First.................................................. .. 274 91 1 Lincoln Park . ............ a a a a a • a 960 342
Alcoa, Central .............................................. .. 233 125 4 South 612 248 6

First .. ................................................ 443 151 Wallace Memorial 354
379

139 1
Athens, Antioch.............................................. 99 39 LaFollette, First ................ 114 1

First ................................................ 559 252 4 LaGuardo. ................ 112 73
Avalon Heights................ ................ 42 25 Lawrenceburg, First..............

Hoover Street............................
310 121

West End Mission.............................. 50 52 23
Calhoun........................................................ 50 • . Lebanon, Fair view........................ 245 li4
Hiwassee...................................................... 74 First 484

98
227

Idlewild........................................................ 53 35 Hillcrest. .. ..................
Southside ........

63 6
Lake View . .. .. ............ 50 45 151 132

86Lamontville............... 19 Rocky Valley.............................. 92
McMahan Cah ary. 59 44 a . Lenoir City, Calvary................ 177 90 3
Mt. Harmony No. 1.. 71 32 First.. . .................... ...... 464 218
Mt. Harmony No. 2............................
Mt. Verd..................................................

32 20 Kingston Pike .......................... 77 43
31 26 Lewisburg. First ............................ 618 190 I

Meadow Fork .................................... 22 Lexington. First . . 384 97
Niota. East........................................ 51 31 Loudon, First ....................

Mission ................
301 139

Niota First.......  ............ 132 40 118 47 19
Short Creek............................................... 91 53 Malesus. .. .................. 213 119
Union Grove Meigs .............................. 59 48 a . Martin, Central. .................... . . . • a a 275 105 7
Union Hill............................................. 43 First . . ................ .... a • 472 120 5
Union McMinn..................................... 50 Southside . . . . • • • • • • 55 27
Valley Road.................... 49 Maury City • • a a a a 101 45
Valley View... . . 13 9 Mt. Pleasant . . • a a a a 230 110 a

Westview . . ...................... 71 39 McNairy, Mt. Zion a a a . a a 46 40
Wild Wood .......................................... 71 78 Madisonville, First ................ ... a a a 219 125
Zion Hill........................ .................. 36 42 Mission.... 56 31 1

Auburntown, Auburn . ................ 115 64 Maryville, Broadway...................... 692 300 2
Rpthel Snrings .................. 37 38 Everett Hills. 

First
520 233uuviivi • • • • • • ................

Mt. Gilead................................................... . 323 136 910 313 5
Bemis............................................................... .. 323 136 Madison Avenue............ . • • a 135 74 .
Rlainp Block Sorinas .............................. 120 48 Monte Vista ............ 253 101
Bolivar, First.................................................. .. 399 151 Memphis, Airview ........................ . . a a a 182 102 2
Bristol Tennessee Avenue.. ............ 483 201 Ardmore

Baptist Center
Bartlett....................................

620 287 3
Mission .............................................. 41 * 25 2 58 50

Bruceton, First............................................... .. 214 72 . . a 306 157
Brush Creek ...................................... 91 53 Bellevue. .. .................. 2704 1004 25
Bvrdstown. First.................................. 119 57 I Berclair.............. ... 1077 425 3
ChattAnooga Brainerd.............................. 920 368 11 Beverly Hills. .. .

Boulevard .
535 226 2

Calvary...................................................... .. 301 110 4 ... 852 301 2
Chamberlain Avenue............................... 186 75 7 Erocks Road... . 181 94
Concord........................................................ .. 346 157 • Buntyn Street........................... • a a a a 220 93 9 

a.

437 163 1 Calvary . 290 85............Udo VUd IC................. • •
East Ridge................................................ .. 765 288 4 Central Avenue. . . . . 1016 359
Northside . . ... 373 113 Glen Park . . 52 43 16
Red Bank.. .... . 940 344 2 Charjean 519 208 a

Ridgedale................... 483 172 • Cherokee.. .. . . a • a 907 402 l

Ridgeview .............................................. 237 90 4 Georgian Hills .......... .................................. 91 59
Second...................................... ........ . 114 41 • Lamar Terrace . .... a • • • • 129 67
Woodland Park...................................... .. 361 116 3 Cherry Road . . .............. ■ a a 257 117

r? h awq 11g ............................... 100 68 Collierville... . . .
DeSota Heights .

260 83 1diid.................  • ••• ..................
Clarksville, Blooming Grove........................ 39 • a a a a • • 214 145

First ............................................ .. 734 2ii 2 East Park. 163 77 1
New Providence.......................................... .. 254 93 3 Egypt • • ■ 239 110 1

Plpvpland Calvarv .................................. 154 72 Emmanuel 127 58VlvVvlCillUj • *** J ............................................

North ................................................... .. 218 112 Eudora. . 717 233 9
Clinton Bethel .................... .. 139 56 Fairlawn 375 155

Black Oak.................................................... .. 190 150 8 Fishcnille. . . . .... 154 52 3
Second ........................................ . 426 134 First . 1273 354 4
Smith ............................ 254 92 Franklin Road. . .. 121 67

Columbia, First.............................................. .. 652 250 i Frayser, First.. « a a a 922 449 12
Riverview .......................................... 48 24 Frayser, West 

Grace
327 163 1

Highland Park............................................ .. 273 167 * • • a 934 361 3
Cookeville, First............................................. .. 479 158 2 Graceland. . 475 178 5

West View................................................... .. 180 68 Graham Heights......... a a a 216 130 a a

Corinth, Lorraine........................................... 43 • a • • Highland Heights ... a a 1492 740 10
Dandridge...................................................... 104 34 Kensington .................. 111 35

550 293Deen Snrinas .......... .......... 94 LaBelle.. . .......... 2
French Broad........................ 38 - . LaBelle Chapel.... . . ■ a a a 401 178 2
Piedmont................................. 101 62 1 LaBelle Mission.......... .. . a • a a 43 40 a a

Decatur, First........................................... 81 61 . . LeaClair.... . a a a 195 75 8
Dyer, New Bethlehem. ... 170 98 2 Leawood...................................... a a a a 875 313 3
Dyersburg, First........................................... 807 284 4 Levi.................... • • 306 98 • •
Elizabethton, First. . . . . . 477 137 • « Lucy .... a a a a 106 41 a a

Reservoir Hill.... .... 24 . . • • Mallory Heights............................... a a 198 50 1
Oak Street................... . . .. . 122 57 Malcomb Avenue .... • a a 280 26 a a

Siam............... • .... .. 224 110 McLean.................... a a a • 535 210 3
Englewood, First . . .... 130 45 • a Millington, First...................... a 440 218 a a

Etowah, First .. . . .................... . 236 96 Mullins Station.......................... a 119 68 2
North.. . ... 358 134 1 National Avenue.. a 436 156 1

Fall Branch . .. . . 165 111 2 Oakville.................................. a 291 74 a •

Fountain City, Central 1224 335 2 Parkway... .................. • 668 303 a a

Smithwood 846 329 2 Poplar Avenue 337 a • 4
Fowlkes........................ . 128 73 Prescott Memorial.. . . • 687 183 1
Friendsville, First.......... 170 91 • • Raleigh................ . .. a 594 247 1
Gallatin, First............................................... 760 215 Richland................................ a 172 92 2

Southside.................................................... 55 23 Scenic.................................... a 167 75 a a

West Eastland............................................ 44 37 Seventh Street. ... a 622 187 9
Galloway........................................................ .. 103 109 3 Southland.... .................... a a 252 95 a a

Gladeville...................................................... 132 59 . a Speedway Terrace ........................ a a a 925 243 2
Greenbrier....................................................... .. 362 90 a a Sylvan Heights............................... a a • 125 77 1
Harriman, Trenton Street............................ .. 429 138 • a Temple.............................................. . ........................... 1309 448 6
Henderson, First............................................ .. 204 91 • . Trinity......................... . ... ........................................ 587 296 5
Humboldt, Antioch...................................... . 250 86 . a Union Avenue.................................. 1152 351 3

First.............................................................. . 656 177 5 Vanuya............................................ 58 36 a a

Huntingdon, First...................................... 321 142 • Victory Heights.... .............. 72 51 4
TnnlrQnn Nfnrth 340 183 1 Wells Station.................................... 572 276 5

Parkview...................................................... 440 111 — West................................................... 601 139 2
West .................................................. 1026 549 11 Whitehaven......... ................ 623 3

Jefferson Citv. First.................................... 653 356 29 Winchester........................................ 140 76
Bethel ................................................ 13 Woodstock........................................ 90 64 4
Eastside....................................................... 52 61 4 Michie Tulu................ . .. . 116 a a a a

Mansfield Gap.............. .................... 74 Milan, Chapel Hill.............................. 92 53• • a *

456 185Mill Spring.............................................. 77 49 • • First.............................................
Minor Hill...............................

• >
Mountain View.......................................... 74 . . 113 76 a a

N nrthQidp 202 122 10 Morristown, First................................ 768 257 2Al UI VIJOJUV ••• • • a a • ..........
Johnson City, Central................................... 778 155 a a Cherokee Hills.................................. 65 37 1

Clark Street ............................ .. 114 27 • • Murfreesboro, First............................. 579 195 8
Pine Crest ............................................ 200 102 a a Calvary.............................................. 82 a a a a

Temnle .......................... 335 132 a a Powell’s Chapel...................... 143 74 a a

Unaka Avenue.................................. 286 131 2 Third...................................... • a a a a 306 116 2
k nnfon K/f haohabio 95 90 Woodbury Road ........................ 151 59 . .Ax.cn con, ivitivUdonici....................... ..................
Kingsport. First.............................................. .. 803 211 2 Woodstock...................................... 90 64 4

Lvnn Garden ............................ 420 121 1 Nashville, Belmont Heights............... . . .... 1188 400 26
Kingston, First..................................-........... .. 438 233 a a Brookside.................................... ■ a a a • a 95 40 a a

Knoxville, Bell Avenue.................................
Central ......................................

856 256 4 Madison Street Mission . ... 87 39 1
.. 628 242 2 Bethany......................................... 50 41 a .

Fifth Avenue.............................................. .. 789 305 2 Brook Hollow................................. 263 • a • •

Two Tennessee students register together to 
become part of a record-breaking enrollment 
of 2,005 students this fall at Southwestern 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex. They are (left) 
Bobby Moore of Jackson and Jerry Horner of 
Dyersburg. Both are graduates of Union Uni
versity and are beginning their studies for 
Bachelor of Divinity degrees at Southwestern. 
Bobby is former pastor of Hickory Valley 
Church and Jerry is former pastor of Emman
uel Church in Finley and Middleburg Church in 
Bolivar.

Donelscn 692
Edgefield 620
Elkins Avenue 149
Fairview _ 118
Jordonia 61
First. 1218
Cora Tibbs 71
Freeland. . 105
Goodlettsville 379
Grandview. 596
College Grove 34
Grubbs Memorial 207
Harsh Chapel... . ..126
Hermitage. ... 78
Inglewood . .. 1089
Cross Keys. ................ 36
State School... . 103
Trinity Chapel . . 36
Ivy Chapel . 422
Jo^lton . . ’ . 228
Lakewood 562
Lockeland 635
Maplewood . 136
New Hope 134
NeelysPend 114
North Edgefield 254
North End 142
Radnor . 617
Richland.. 238
Riverside...................... 437
Saturn Drive............... 281
Seventh.............................. 277
Tennessee Home.................. . 243
Una............................................. 278
Walker Memorial . . . . 148
West wood ...   273
Woodmont. . .   660

New Market.................... .... 71
Dumplin................................................. 88
Flat Gap ... . ... 81
Nances Grove ... . 48
New Hope........................................ 68
Rocky Valley................................................ 61

Newport, English Creek. ............ 58
Oak Ridge, Central... . .

Robertsville.. .................................... 705
Old Hickory, First............................................. 587

Rayon City .   147
Oliver Springs, First..........  .... 205
Parsons, Calvary . ...................... 64

First............ ................ 190
Southside...............  . ........ 36

Portland, First.... .. . . 344
Ramer...................... . . .78
Ripley, First.......................................... 411
Rockwood, First................................................. 508
Selmer, Clear Creek....................... .... 90
Shelbyville, Shelbyville Mills........................... 241
Shop Springs.... < ........................................ 102
Smyrna, First.............    223
Somerville, First............................................. 266
Stantonville, West Shiloh................................ 128
Strawberry Plains, Piney.................................. 129
Talbott................................................................. 64
Ten Mile.............................................................. 77
Trezevant............................................................ 216
Tullahoma, First................................................ 524

Lincoln Heights.............................................. 60
Union City, First................................................ 751

Samburg Chapel............................................. 65
Second.............................................................. 253

Watertown, Round Lick................................... 197
White Pine.......................................................... 172

First.................................................................. 270

222 
266

62 
69
45 

573
38
45

119 
129
20 
90
62
57 

313
41

i2 
162 
150 
202 
204

87 
54
52 

134
70 

196
85 

130 
117 
144 
191 
170

74
89 

267
44 
61
59 
25 
59
56
41 

179 
215 
224

73 
96
41
55

82
54

103 
252

6o 
116
55
92

153
64
61
59
46

110
114
24

186
60 

109
135
69
79

27

3
3

3

1

2

1
1

2

i
1

5
1

1
5 
I

3
4

1

3

2

2

5

2
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 20, 1957 
By O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

The Christian Minister
TEXTS: 1 Corinthians 9 (Larger)—1 Cor. 9:1-2, 13-23, 26-27 (Printed).

The Outlines of the International Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, Uniform Series, are copy
righted by the International Council of Religious Education. Used by permission.

One likes these lines from Goldsmith’s 
‘ The Deserted Village” as a good picture of 
the Christian minister, and they are offered 
as an introduction to the study of this les
son.
But in his duty prompt at every call;
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt 

for all;
And, as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the 

skies,
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way.
CRAFTSMANSHIP (vv. 1, 2)

“Are not ye my work in the Lord?” Paul 
asks of the church located at Corinth. This 
suggests that the Christian minister is to 
be good craftsman, skilled in the use of 
the “tools of the trade”, careful to do a 
particular job that will be pleasing to the 
Master Craftsman, following closely to the 
“blue-print” as set forth in the Word of 
God. It will be recalled that Paul was him
self a maker of tents by trade and that 
Jesus was referred to as the carpenter’s son 
which probably indicates that He learned 
and practiced the carpenter’s trade. The 
imagery can be carried over to the work of 
the Christian minister.

One does not become a good craftsman 
over night. By the same token, one who 
would do the Lord’s work, giving all of 
his efforts in this direction; needs training 
and guidance and patience. He works with 
immortal souls, seeking to build the church, 
and bring in the Kingdom. The best work 
requires much time and care for its com
pletion. Dr. John A. Broadus used to say 
a call to preach is first a call to prepare.
CONSTRAINT (vv. 13-23)

“Woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel!” the Apostle exclaims. God had 
placed His constraining hand upon him 
which gave him a sense of inward compul
sion as to his duty as a Christian. In another 
of his letters he refers to himself as having 
been separated and called of God for such 
a task even from birth (Gal. 1:15, 16). To 
Paul, then, the work of the Christian minis
ter was ordained of the Lord. He planned 
that such a ministry should be done. 
Hundreds since Paul’s day have felt similar 
compulsion, the drawing power of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts and lives from which 
they were unable to turn away.

The church has a duty to support such 
individuals both financially and spiritually, 
as these verses clearly teach. They teach, 
also, that the Christian minister is to identi
fy himself completely with those to whom 
he ministers. “I am made all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some” 
(v. 22b). A holier-than-thou or a “stand

offish” attitude upon his part is absolutely 
precluded here. This is to be done, he 
writes, “for the gospel’s sake”.
CONTROL (vv. 26, 27)

“I am a boxer who does not inflict blows 
on the air, but I hit hard and straight at my 
own body and lead it off into slavery” is 
the way Weymouth translates a part of 
these two verses. Paul would not allow his 
body to get out of control as he used it for 
the ongoing of the Kingdom and the build
ing of the churches in his world. While 
he limits the teaching specifically to his 
body, the principle can be expanded to 
whatever else we have that God can use for 
His glory and the betterment of mankind. 
If other-wise, he says, the Christian minister 
can be a “castaway” even after he has 
preached to others. What a tragedy!

He keeps steadfastly before him the goal 
or aim of his ministry. He is no “time
server”. His activities are in no sense of 
the tread-mill variety. What he does is done 
as in God’s sight (see Jer. 48:10a, margin).

Relief and Annuity Board 
Releases New Film

“The Years Ahead”, a new color film 
produced for the Relief and Annuity Board 
has just been released and is available for 
use at all annual state conventions this Fall.

This 16 minute film' tells the story of a 
young Southern Baptist pastor, Ray Jenkins 
and his family. Through a retired minister, 
Tom Langston, a member of his congrega
tion, Pastor Jenkins learns the importance 
of security and protection for a minister 
and his family.

A minister’s widow, a disabled preacher, 
his friend, Tom, and others who depend on 
their annuity checks from the Relief and 
Annuity Board, cause Ray to see the real 
need for the work of the Board. Benefits 
offered by the retirement plans take on 
more meaning for him when they are repre
sented by people such as these.

With the help of his friend, Ray under
stands more clearly the operation of the 
Relief and Annuity Board in administering 
the retirement plans and safeguarding the 
funds belonging to more than 19,000 South
ern Baptists who are members of the plans.

“The Years Ahead” is a source of in
formation to those already in a retirement 
plan with the Board, as well as to the 
thousands who have never taken advantage 
of their denominational protection program. 
A copy of the film will be placed in the 
hands of each of the Board’s field repre
sentatives to be used in their promotion 
work within the states.

New Student Director
For Chattanooga

On October 15, Rev. William Wakefield 
will begin work as Baptist Student Director 
for the city of Chattanooga. He will suc
ceed Mr. Bill Junker who resigned Sep
tember 20 to join the Student Department 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board. Wake
field is formerly from Missouri and a grad
uate of the University of Missouri where he 
did his major work in Speech. Since his 
graduation from the University of Missouri 
in 1953 he has been attending Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Kentucky where he received his B.D. De
gree and began study on graduate work. 
While he was in his last two years at the 
University of Missouri he was pastor of 
the Bethlehem Baptist Church near Colum
bia, Missouri. For four years he has been 
pastor of the Baptist Church in Campbells
burg, Indiana while he has been doing his 
work at the seminary.

Wakefield was active in Baptist Student 
Union work in college and served one year 
as state B.S.U. President of Missouri. He 
has served on campus religious focus week 
teams and had considerable experience 
preaching in Youth Revivals and other 
types of evangelistic services. His wife is 
the former Delcie Musgrave and was active 
in Baptist Student Union work at both 
Hannibal-La Grange Baptist College and 
the University of Missouri. She was one of 
the first two B.S.U. summer missionaries to 
be appointed to work in Cuba. They have 
two children, Janice, five and David, two.
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Tike tyoung South—
Sometimes Young South friends ask me 

why their letters were not printed the week 
after they were written. 1 am always glad 
for an opportunity to explain this to new 
friends.

The very soonest I can share letters is 
two weeks after I receive them—for my 
copy must be sent to the printer two weeks 
ahead of the printing date.

Sometimes there are more letters than 
can be shared in the space of one Young 
South page, so I must keep some until 
later. I am sorry when this happens, for 
I know that the writers will be disappointed 
if their letters are not printed right away.

Always, when I explain the situation, 
Young South friends understand and pa
tiently wait their turn to be introduced to 
the many boys and girls who read our page 
each week.

Thank you for helping me by writing 
often and keeping your word picture up- 
to-date.

Would you like to read some interesting 
letters which I received recently?

From Judy Elrod, 1801 Porter Rd., Nash
ville, Tennessee:

I am 12 years old and in the seventh 
grade at Isaac Litton School. I go to New 
Zion Baptist Church where I am a member.

My hobbies are swimming, badminton, 
and softball. I would like to have a lot of 
pen pals, also pictures of them. I promise 
to answer everyone of them.

From Peggy Brown, 602 Third Avenue, 
Springfield, Tenn.:

I am 11 years old and in the sixth grade 
at school. I have gotten one pen pal from 
the Young South page and enjoy writing 
her very much. I would like to have more 
pen pals my age. I also hope to get a 
picture of each pen pal.

I go to North Springfield Baptist Church 
where I am also a member of the G.A.

I would like pen pals all over the world 
if possible.
From Jamie Dobson, Route 5, Lebanon, 
Tenn.:

I am 11 years of age. I would like to 
have pen pals ages 10-13. I would like to 
have them in the United States and other 
countries too.

I have one sister. I go to church every 
Sunday that I am not sick.

I would like to have a picture of every 
p*en pal I have. I will try to answer every 
letter I get.

From Mary Ann Bowen, Route 1, Grand
view, Tenn.:

I am 10 years old and my daddy is a 
preacher. I would like to have pen pals all 
ages. I will try to answer every letter I 
get. I would like to have a picture of each 
pen pal. Thank you.
From Charlotte Powell, Route 2, Jackson, 
Tenn.:

I am 7 years old. I go to Huntersville 
School. My hobbies are collecting dolls and 
rocks and skating. I will answer every 
letter I get. I would like to have pen pals 
any age.

Form Wanda Martin, Route 5, Lebanon, 
Tenn.:

I am 8 years old. My birthday is April 
22. I am in the third grade. I have a little 
sister two years old. I go to Mt. Juliet 
School.

From Jane Wilson, Gann Road, Route 2, 
Milan, Tenn.:

I am 12 years old. My birthday is Feb
ruary 2. I go to Northside Baptist Church. 
Our pastor was Brother Dan Lawler. He 
resigned and moved to Nashville.

My hobbies are making scrapbooks and 
writing letters. I also like to go swimming 
and skating.

I would like to have pen pals, ages 11-13. 
Thank you for printing my letter.

If you want to discover the real fun in 
having pen pals, you must, of course, be 
a good pen pal. Do you answer letters 
soon after you receive them? Do you share 
news that you think your pen pal would 
like to know? Do you ask questions, so 
that your pen pal will find it easier to write 
interesting letters to you? Are you a good 
pen pal?

Love,
AUNT POLLY

Belcourt at 16th Ave., S. 
Nashville, Tenn.

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

An international banker was discussing 
Europe’s oil shortage at a party recently.

“Oh well,” he philosophized, “you can’t 
fuel all of the people all of the time.”

Magistrate: But why did you break into 
the dress shop four nights running?

Defendant: I got a new dress for my wife 
and she made me go back and change it 
three times.

The farmer had gone and got himself 
elected to the legislature. After he’d served 
in the law-making body for 30 days, he 
came home for a weekend.

“Martha,” he said to his wife, “I’ve dis
covered one thing—it’s the first insane 
asylum I ever saw that was run by the 
inmates.”

It was the week before Sandy McTosh’s 
wedding and he was talking over the ar
rangements with his best man. “Now, 
Donald, I suppose the guests will be giving 
us a send-off?” he inquired.

“No doubt of it,” replied Donald. 
“Everything will be done in the customary 
manner.”

“With rice and confetti and white rib
bons?”

“Ay!”
For a minute or two Sandy meditated 

silently. Then he gave utterance to another 
thought: “Do you suppose, Donald, in spite 
of the hard times, they will be throwing 
old shoes after us?”

“I have no doubt they will.”
“Well,” continued Sandy, “would you 

mind letting it get noised around among 
the guests that I wear 10’s and Bessie takes 
6’s?”

Then there’s the one about the lens
grinder who got his tie caught ini the grind
ing wheels and made a spectacle of himself.

A gushy relative of a preteen boy had not 
visited them for some time and greeted the 
boy with the standard, “Why, the last time 
I saw you, you were only so high!” “Yes,” 
the lad agreed, “and you were only so 
wide.”

CURLEY PRINTING CO. 
Printers-Publ ishers 
412 Demonbreun Nashville, Tenn.
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in the community, and invite the people 
to the church.

Planning Ahead
By CARL A. CLARK

Dr. Clark is Professor of Pastoral Ministry and 
Rural Church Work in Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas

Perhaps the most serious weakness of 
most rural churches is the failure to make 
a definite church plan and then follow that 
plan as a program of operation.

We have seen too many churches go 
from week to week, from month to month, 
and even year to year, doing the same old 
thing in the same old way. The routine be
comes monotonous and the church makes 
no progress. It is too much as if the church 
were saying, “Lord, help us to hold our 
own,” rather than praying, “Lord, help us 
to be the best church we can possibly be.”

Some have thought that big churches 
should plan, but the small churches did not 
need io plan. We feel there is just as 
serious need for planning in the small 
church as there is in the larger church, 
perhaps even more.

A SMALL CHURCH

I had a very thrilling experience recently 
when I visited a very small church and saw 
what planning could do for that church. 
I would like to use this small church as an 
illustration of what I mean by a need for 
planning.

The Dyess Grove Baptist Church is in the 
open country in the eastern part of Bell 
County, Texas. At one time, about thirty 
years ago, this church had 169 resident 
members, but because so many people have 
migrated out of the open country area the 
church now has 33 resident members.

Last year Brother Bill Parmer led his 
church to enter the Texas Baptist Achieve
ment and Recognition Program. The signif
icant part of this program is to lead the 
church to study itself and its community 
and to lay out a plan of work. The people 
began studying what they had and what 
they needed to do.

Over the period of twelve months, the 
church has worked on sixty-seven specific 
projects of improvement. These projects 
included the redecoration of the building, 
the placing of a sign on the church, the 
construction of a new rostrum, building new 
pulpit and new pulpit furniture, the build
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ing of some new benches in the class rooms, 
strengthening their financial program, and 
so on.

This work was all done by the men and 
women of the church. These are mostly 
farm people, but after working in the fields 
during the day, they came to the church 
at night and painted and built to make 
remarkable improvements. In fact, the men 
claimed that they stayed as late as two 
o’clock in the morning a few nights in order 
to finish some project they had started. This 
is an indication of the enthusiastic attitude 
of the people in seeking to improve their 
church.

RESULTS OF PLANNING

Among the results of planning of this 
church, one can see a significant increase 
in every phase of the program. For exam
ple, in 1956 the Sunday School averaged 
21 in attendance. So far in 1957 it has 
averaged 30.2. In 1956, the Training Union 
averaged 17, so far this year it has averaged 
30.

Giving has increased to such extent that 
they say the pastor has been paid his salary 
each week for the first time, apparently, 
in the history of the church, or at least in 
a good many years. In 1955, the church 
gave an average of $6.58 per month for 
mission causes. In 1956, this increased to 
$8.41. But for the past three months, the 
church has averaged $28.48 per month for 
mission causes. This is approximately three 
and one-half times what it had been b?f are.

Not only has the attendance and the giv
ing increased, but it seems that the spiritual 
interest and enthusiasm of the people have 
also increased in similar proportion. The 
people are not hesitant in the least to dedi
cate themselves, both time and talent, in.the 
improvement of their church.

COMMUNITY CONCERN
The church not only did these things for 

itself, plus many others, but also became 
vitally interested in the community. One 
of the first efforts was to take a Church- 
Community Survey, taking a census of 
every home in the community and building 
the map to locate the members and pros
pects. This Community Survey gave the 
church an opportunity to be in every home

The church became interested in other 
things of community improvement. For ex
ample, there are two cemeteries in the com
munity and the people cleaned up and 
straightened up these two cemeteries. They 
placed road markers at each cross-roads 
with arrows pointing to the homes of the 
people who lived on each road. They cut 
down dead trees along the highway. They 
obtained gravel from the country to gravel 
the entrances to the church for parking. 
The church, in order to strengthen the 
farming economy of the community, invited 
the Agricultural Experiment Station to con
duct a demonstration on the land of one 
member. The Experiment Station has con
ducted a demonstration of five varieties of 
maize, and seven varieties of cotton, in 
order to find which variety is most adapta
ble to that immediate neighborhood. The 
cotton has not matured yet, but the maize 
has. One particular variety of maize grow
ing under identical circumstances produced 
$21 per acre more than another variety of 
maize. The farmers in the community, even 
though many of them are Catholic and 
Lutheran, have been interested in this 
demonstration, and it has gained consider
able goodwill for the church.

LOOKING AHEAD

As a result of this planning, the church 
has also reached on out to its missionary 
and world-wide concern. Whenever, a 
church begins to plan it is not satisfied to 
plan only for its local church or its R?cal 
community, it feels a mission responsibility 
also.

The Dyess Grove Church has showtkin- 
creasing interest in the mission responsi
bilities. It has taken the mission offerings 
for Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, and the 
State Mission Program, and has had ex
ceptional success in these offerings. The 
church also has planned and conducted 
Sunday School and Training LTnion study 
courses and has begun' sending literature 
and church publicity to the young people 
of its membership who are in the Armed 
Services.

The church is studying the new forward 
program of church finance and has already 
voted to conduct this program. I am per
sonally quite interested to see what this 
new program of church finance can do for 
so small a church. We believe it will bring 
additional progress.

A church never does more than it plans 
to do. It seldom does quite all that it plans 
to do. Therefore, it seems that if a church 
can be led to conduct a very definite plan
ning program, it will come nearer doing 
more in its church program. The Achieve
ment and Recognition Program is mads for 
rural churches and is prepared to meet this 
particular need. Surely every church nee8s 
to be in on the Achievement Program.

Baptist and Reflector


