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The Rebirth of Nations
Gaines S. Dobbins

Dr. Dobbins is a distinguished .professor of 
Church Administration in Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Berkeley, California.

“What shall I say about our loss of in
vestment in China, now that all our mis
sionaries have been forced out and our 
property confiscated by the communists?” 
More than once I asked this question in 
conferences with missionaries and nationals 
during our recent tour on behalf of the 
Commission on Bible Study and Member
ship Training of the Baptist World Alli
ance. In almost every group there would 
be someone from China to whom the ques
tion could be directed.

Quickly I was assured that the question 
contained a false assumption. “We have 
not lost our investment, either of life or of 
money!” came the emphatic reply. True, 
the missionaries are out of Red China, and 
some institutional property has been lost. 
But Christianity is deeply imbedded in the 
life of China, and many of our Baptist 
churches continue to function vigorously 
and effectively. The brightest hope of a 
free China is in these faithful Christians 
and their churches. In some respects, it 
was asserted, removal of the missionaries 
had proved a blessing in disguise. How can 
this be?

Freedom Is Stronger Than Slavery
Men have many loves—love of self, love 

of family, love of country. The strongest 
of all these loves is love of liberty. The 
history of humanity is largely written in 
terms of the struggle between freedom and 
slavery. Eventually, freedom wins. Paul’s 
word is freedom’s formula: “For freedom 
Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery” (Gal. 5:1, RSV). Wherever Chris
tianity is planted, slavery will eventually be 
uprooted.

There is a sense in which the missionaries 
may be credited with the Asian revolution. 
Let us not forget that China was under the 
iron rule of autocratic dynasties throughout 
the centuries. Communism did not cause 
the present revolution—it capitalized on it. 
The revolution began when Christian mis
sions entered China. For the most part, 
the Chinese did not recognize the Gospel 
as the source of their vision of freedom; 
but the historian knows that the democratic 
movement can be traced directly to Chris
tian influences.

The Rebirth of Nations
Let us not forget that China’s two great 
national leaders, Sun Yet Sen and Chiang

Kai Shek, gained their concept of free China 
from Christianity.

Communism’s stranglehold can be ac
counted for in two ways—force and false 
promises. By ruthless terrorism the Com
munists gained their power; by promises 
of land reforms and prosperity they have 
deceived many into believing that what 
Christianity promised they can deliver. 
The result is a form of slavery even worse 
than that of dynastic rule. But when Jesus 
said, “You will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free,” he spelled the 
ultimate doom of every tyranny. Freedom 
can never be finally vanquished.

Scattered Flames Light Other Fires
What became of the missionaries who 

were forced out of Red China? The answer 
opens up one of the most glorious eras in the 
work of our Foreign Mission Board. Do 
we realize that nine of our mission fields 
in the Orient have been occupied within 
20 years or less? Before the communist 
revolution, we had mission work in China, 
Hong Kong—Macao, Palestine. Now South
ern Baptists are well established in Formosa, 
Hawaii, Korea, Lebanon, Malaya, the 
Philippines, Thailand, and Pakistan. We had 
largely concentrated our missionary efforts 
in the China mainland. Clearly, God is 
overruling China’s mis'fortune and our ap
parent loss to the furtherance of the gospel 
throughout the East.

As when the Jerusalem Christians were 
scattered abroad by persecution and “went 
everywhere preaching the word,” so our 
China missionaries and many Baptist na
tionals have been scattered throughout 
Southeast Asia and beyond. Wherever they 
have gone, they have lighted gospel fires. 
One of the most amazing chapters in the 
history of our foreign mission enterprise is 
now being written as we establish our wit
ness and build strong churches and institu
tions in these lands which we had hitherto 
neglected.
Ancient Nations are Being Reborn

Leaving Hong Kong, we flew swiftly to 
Thailand, Burma, India, Pakistan, and the 
Middle East. Each of these lands is under
going rebirth. The name Siam has been 
changed to Thailand, literally “Freeland.” 
Bangkok, the capital city, is a strange and 
fascinating place. Everywhere are Buddhist 
temples and Buddhist priest, yet every
where are evidences of crass materialism. 
Much of the new found freedom has been 
turned into license. The native religion still 
exercises control over customs and is strong
ly associated with nationalism. To be a 
patriotic Burmese citizen is to be a loyal 

Buddhist. To become a Christian is a mark 
of national disloyalty. Communism has lost 
much of its appeal, especially since Hun
gary. The restless multitudes are seeking 
for something which Buddhism and nation
alism cannot supply. We know and our 
missionaries know that Christ is the answer 
and that some day the people of Thailand 
will find New Testament Christianitv to be 
the answer to their quest.

What has been said of Thailand applies 
equally to Burma. Here again is a land in 
the throes of rebirth. Having first thrown 
off British rule and then having forced out 
the Japanese invaders, Burma is seeking 
autonomous statehood. Of course, there is 
much resultant confusion. Moral standards 
in society, in business, and in politics are 
low. For instance, we were told not to mail 
a package back to the States, if not ab
solutely necessary—the stamps might be 
clipped off in the postoffice! Brigands make 
it unsafe for the missionaries to^Bvel to 
mission stations out of Rangoonl^B

These very unsettled conditi^B have 
given exceptional opportunity for^Bvance 
in our Baptist work throughou^Burma, 
especially in the hill country. Ou^Bterest 
in Burma was intensified by the ^B that 
here Luther Rice and Adoniram Jt^Bn be
gan the work that challenged B^Hts of 
the United States to organize for ^Bions, 
the sesquicentennial of which we^Bserve 
in 1964. American Baptists are ^tering 
missions in Burma, where there are now 
churches with more than two hundred 
thousand members. A reborn Burma prom
ises to be one of our greatest Baptist strong
holds.
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(Continued from Page2)
India is likewise undergoing rebirth. We 

were in Calcutta on “Independence Day,” 
when there was celebrated the 10th anni
versary of the withdrawal of British rule. 
British and American Baptists support the 
missionary work in India. In conferences 
I asked, “Is India better off under home 
rule?” The answer was yes and no. The 
Indian people are achieving more self-re
spect, more self-confidence, a somewhat 
high standard of literacy, greater freedom 
for women, a deepened sense of respon
sibility as a nation of four hundred million 
people. Yet we were appalled at the ignor
ance, poverty, and degradation. Hinduism 
has laid its dead hand on the multitudes. 
The missionaries are struggling valiently 
against a mighty tide of ignorance and 
superstition. The government seems ada
mant in its refusal to give visas to mission
aries from America, on the ground that 
they would add to “The confusion of the 
sects” arid interfere with political ambitions 
for Indian solidarity.

We left India with an indescribable yearn
ing that Southern Baptists might be per
mitted to enter with strong force into the 
vast field of need and opportunity.
Missions Are More Important Than Missiles

In all of these lands, Christianity is hav
ing its zbest opportunity of the centuries. 
Upsets-*cause unrest, unrest brings criticism 
of the old order, change opens the door for 
the gospel. Korea is a striking example of 
opportunity presented by suffering and need. 
The ferment in Malaya and Indo-China 
gives the missionary message its best chance 
of being received. There is a crack in the 
door in the Moslem-dominated Middle East, 
where hatred has seared the souls of Arabs 
and Israelis and where the Christian doc
trine of forgiveness and love are beginning 
to be seen as the only way out.

As we contemplate the spending of bil
lions for intercontinental guided missiles 
and for protection by means of anti-missiles, 
we are sobered by the realization that in 
none of this is to be found the answer to 
the world’s desperate need. Safety and 
security cannot be found in superiority of 
offense or defence when instruments of un
imaginable destructiveness are equally avail
able to all nations. Somehow, attitudes and 
wills must be changed so that men will not 
want to destroy one another. In all sober 
seriousness, the missionary is the most im
portant figure in our world today and the 
missionary enterprise the most significant of 
all undertakings. If a fraction of the money 
spent for missiles was spent for missions, the 
investment would be infinitely more reward
ing.
Peace Among Men of Good Will

When Christ was born, the angels did 
not sing, “On earth peace, good will toward 
men,” but, “On earth peace among men 
with whom he is pleased” (RSV). There 
is no promise of peace among men of evil
Thursday, January 2, 1958

Withdrawal Of The Book 
The Long Bridge

Courts Redford
The Home Mission Board is withdrawing 

the total edition of The Long Bridge and 
has called in all copies of the book which 
were in the Book Stores.

This book had been scheduled for study 
prior to the March Week of Prayer. It was 
a discussion of the Home Mission Program 
of work with Negroes.

The author, Mrs. J. D. Sapp, does not 
discuss the merits or the disadvantages of 
integration. In fact, the book does not dis
cuss race issues. Its withdrawal is not oc
casioned by any criticism of its contents, be
cause no such criticism has been received.

The withdrawal does not indicate any de
crease of interest or concern for our pro
gram of Negro Work. The program has 
been expanded and the budget for such 
work has been increased.

When preparation for the book was 
started in 1952 there was no indication 
that the promotion and study of such a 
book would incite divisive discussions or 
aggravate race tensions. Because of more 
recent developments, it now appears that 
this is an undesirable time to study a sub
ject that in scores of societies and churches 
may be an occasion for bitter disagreements 
and for harmful divisions. Your Home Mis
sion Board is not willing to inject into the 
life of our churches and their organizations 
a study that is so fraught with the possibility 
of harmful debate and divisive discussion. 
It is because of this unfavorable timing of 
the study that the book is being withdrawn.

It is ever the purpose of this Board to 
promote harmony and co-operation in the 
denomination and in our churches and, 
furthermore, we earnestly desire to maintain 
the wonderful co-operation that we now 
have in the support and promotion of our 
Negro Work.

It is fortunate, if not indeed providential, 
that the book, Look, Look, the Cities, by 
Dr. Albert McClellan, has been sponsored as 
another adult and young people’s book for 
study this spring.

Inasmuch as 1958 has been designated by 
the Home Mission Board as a period of con
certed efforts in City Missions, it is appro
priate that this book receive special attention 
in Missionary Education among young peo
ple and adults.

We urge all Woman’s Missionary Socie
ties, Young Women’s Auxiliaries, and other 
mission study groups to focus attention on 
this special study on City Missions in 1958.

will, men with whom God is not pleased. 
If Christ were born in the hearts of the 
peoples of the East, who constitute one-half 
the population of our earth, the rebirth of 
these nations of the Orient as Christian na
tions would be the surest of all guarantees 
of a just and permanent peace.

Many religious-minded persons suffer to
day, more perhaps than in any preceding 
age, from a sense that the world is out 
of control. We all need to be reminded 
that God is by no means baffled or 
bewildered by mankind’s muddles and 
follies.—Research and Review.

I remember that when Christian teachers 
told me long ago that I must hate a bad 
mans actions but not the man, I used to 
think this a silly, strawsplitting distinc
tion: how could you hate what a man 
did and not hate the man? But years 
later it occurred to me that there was 
one man to whom I had been doing 
this all my life—namely, myself.—C. S. 
Lewis, quoted in World Christian Digest, 
England.

Frankly, I hope we are coming to the end 
of an era where everybody and everything 
is blamed for crime except the fellow 
who commits it.—Stephen P. Kennedy, 
New York Police Commissioner, quoted 
in Detroiter.

Ideas are as important to our national future 
as are our other security measures. Per
haps they are more important, for 
throughout history ideas have been more 
powerful than guns and they may prove 
to be more powerful than hydrogen 
bombs.—Dr. Wilson Compton, Teachers 
College Record.

Some time ago a man had a flat tire on his 
way to church on Sunday morning. He 
arrived at the church very late. As he was 
hurrying up to the church door, he met 
another man coming out. He inquired: 
“Is it all done?” The man coming out 
of the church gave an unexpected answer 
“No,” he said, “it has only been said. We 
are just starting out to do it.”—Halford 
E. Luccock, Christian Herald.
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Observations
In His Hands

By

“We do not know what the future holds, 
but we know who holds the future.” Those 
were the words of a great nuclear scientist, 
who is beyond that a man of Christian faith. 
I heard him voice that affirmation a few 
weeks ago. Though the words were not 
original with him, I felt their strength more 
fully when they were repeated on his lips. 
They form a needed declaration of faith 
for these times.

The closing weeks of the old year have 
been dark ones. They have brought alarm 
and fear with the sudden disclosure of fright
ful power in the hands of men who mock 
God. As a result, terrified souls have jam
med the panic button. Others in unreasoning 

alarm have mounted wild imaginations and 
tried to ride off in all directions at once.

As we enter a new year, it is time to 
get our bearings. It is time to see things in 
true perspective. Here is what we need to 
realize most of all: Our worst danger lies 
in ignoring God. Human confusion comes 
from the spiritual and moral darkness re
sulting in forgetting the all-powerful hand 
of an all-wise God. Our times are in His 
hand.

Newspaper headlines have been bad fare 
for human hope. But the Bible continues 
to give light to people who are sore tested 
from stumbling in the dark. In grim days, 

faith must fight for its life. This is a time 
to belive in the Light and fight for the 
Light. Moses told Israel, beset by Egyptian 
darkness, to count on the coming day. 
Moses said to the children of Israel, “And 
in the morning, then ye shall see the glory 
of the Lord.” Exodus 16:7. The night they 
experienced in Egypt did give way to the 
dawn. They saw the waters of judgment 
overwhelm the mighty forces that would 
have destroyed them. “And it came to pass 
in the morning, then ye shall see the glory 
forth upon the host of the Egyptians through 
the pillar of fire and cloud and discomfited 
the host of Egypt.” Instead of the enemy 
destroying God’s people, the enemy was 
himself destroyed.

When the darkness of perilous times have 
come upon God’s people, it has been then 
that the mighty arm of the Lord has been 
laid bare for their protection. In darkness 
that would have engulfed Scotland, John 
Knox cried out, challenging the leaders of 
the times, “Sirs, greater than armies is 
goodness, greater than swords is freedom. 
Scotland! Scotland! Lift up thy banner and 
be free.” Knox refused to be overwhelmed 
by the darkness. Knox looked for, prayed 
for, and worked for the daybreak.

We are to look for the dawn. We are to 
believe in the coming of the day of the 
Lord. We are to prepare for it and to get 
men ready for it through lifting Christ up, 
the hope of the world. “In him was life; and 
the life was the light of men. And the light 
shineth in the darkness; and the darkness 
overcame it not.” John 1:4-5.

God does not mock his children with a 
night that has no end. God’s righteous pur
pose may be temporarily thwarted, but it 
can never be permanently defeated. God 
will bring in the dawn when men humble 
themselves and turn to Him and dedicate 
themselves to His will.

Let us put this new year in His hands. Let 
us give ourselves to doing His will. Let us 
live one day at a time, using each day that 
God gives us so as to make Christ known 
in the power of his redeeming love.

Questions Answered In 
Query Column .

Beginning this week Baptist and Re
flector will carry a “Questions Answered” 
column by Dr. T. A. Patterson. Dr. Pat
terson for the past 11 years has been pastor 
of the large First Baptist Church of Beau
mont, Texas. He has filled many important 
positions of trust in the Texas Baptist 
Convention and for several years has edited 
the “Questions Answered” column of the 
Baptist Standard, the journal of Texas Bap
tists. You will find Dr. Patterson’s answers 
enlightening and helpful. You can address 
your questions to him at First Baptist 
Church, Beaumont, Texas.—The Editor.
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Questions Answered

Things God Cannot Undo?
By T. A. Patterson

At the funeral of her unsaved daughter, 
a relative of mine made the remark: “There 
is one thing that even God can not do and 
that is undo something that is already done.” 
I would appreciate your comment on this.— 
H. W.

The night that Jesus was arrested, Simon 
Peter drew a sword and cut off the ear of 
the servant of the high priest. Luke 22:51. 
The Saviour restored the ear. Thus, he did 
“undo something that had been done”.

In regard to the observation made by the 
aunt, it would be correct to say reverently 
that there are some things that God can not 
undo because he can not violate the holiness 
of his own character. As Abraham ex
pressed it, “shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right”. Gen. 18:25.

Since men are free moral agents, they 
must always reckon on the consequences 
of their choices. Someone has described 
this life as “the dressing room for eternity”. 
God has provided a way to save men from 
their sins without compromising his holi
ness, but this provision must be accepted 
in this life. Romans 3:26. There is not the 
slightest evidence that there is any oppor
tunity of repentance after death. Luke 16: 
26; II Thess. 1:9. Therefore, if a person 
dies in his sin, he is hopelessly lost. Neither 
God nor man can change the awful fact.

When a life is lived without God, there 
are certain unholy influences that are gen
erated. Others will be led astray because 
of them. The law of sowing and reaping 
applies in the spiritual as well as the physi
cal world, and as a consequence there may 
be certain tragic results which no power in 
the universe can correct. Whether or not 
we are able to understand now all the 
things that God does is not as important as 
the realization, not only of the finality of 
many of the decisions we make but also 
of our personal accountability to God.

On The Curse Of Ham
By Guy H. Ranson

Perhaps the passage of Scripture most 
frequently used in support of segregation is 
Genesis 9 and 10. For generations the sup
porters first of slavery and then of segrega
tion in the United States have maintained 
the following. First, they have said that 
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Ham was cursed by God so that he and his 
descendants were to be the servants of other 
peoples forever. Second, they have main
tained that the Negro race is descended 
from Ham and as such it was marked by a 
striking color and was intended to be seg
regated and held in an inferior position. 
Third, they have contended that the white 
people of the United States were therefore 
obligated as believers of the Bible and the 
servants of God to segregate Negroes and 
keep them in a subordinate position. They 
are now saying that the Supreme Court rul
ing requiring integration of Negroes in 
public education is contrary to the Bible and 
that Christians therefore are obligated to 
obey the Bible rather than the Supreme 
Court.

Perhaps it would be well if we would read 
carefully the ninth and tenth chapters of 
Genesis to see exactly what they do say. 
Genesis 9:18-19 tell us that “The sons of 
Noah who went forth from the ark were 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the 
father of Canaan. These three were the 
sons of Noah; and from these the whole 
earth was peopled.” Verses 20 to 27 of the 
same chapter tell us that Ham looked upon 
Noah’s nakedness while the latter was drunk 
and for this act Ham’s son, Canaan, was 
cursed by Noah. The curse was that Canaan 
should be a slave to his brothers, and to 
Shem and Japeth.

Genesis 10 gives us the geneology of the 
sons of Noah. In verses 6 to 20 we have 
the genealogy of Ham. He had four sons, 
Canaan being the one who was cursed. Ca
naan’s geneology is given in verses 15 to 20. 
From him came the peoples who possessed 
the land of Canaan or Palestine. They were 
the Jebusites, Amorites, Hivites, and others 
who were later replaced in the land of Ca
naan by Abraham and his descendants

What actually is said in these two chap
ters about a curse and its consequences? 
First, it was Canaan, not Ham, who was 
cursed. Second, it was Noah, not God, who 
pronounced the curse. Third, Canaan was 
condemned to be a servant of his brothers. 
Nothing is said about his descendants being 
servants forever. Fourth, Canaan’s descend
ants were not Negroes but those people who 
dwelt in the land of Canaan and who were 
replaced when the land was given to Abra
ham and the Hebrew nation. Fifth, there is 
no indication that Noah’s curse was ratified 
by God, because there is no evidence that 
either Canaan became a slave of his broth
ers or the Canaanites became slaves of other 
peoples.

There seems to be one conclusion to 
which we are drawn by a careful examina
tion of Genesis 9-10 in its relation to segre
gation. This is that it gives no support what
ever to those who wish to use it as a support 
for segregation.—Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Louisville 6, Ky.

Let's Grow Our Own Teachers
By Sam Welch

How many times have we heard the state
ment, “We have to get someone from the 
outside to teach in our associational train
ing schools; we just don’t have the qualified 
teachers.”

More and more, we are brought face to 
face with the realization that we can not 
always rely on getting help from outside of 
our association. Our State Sunday School 
Department will do what they can to pro
vide teachers, but with their limited budget 
and staff, it is impossible for them to do all 
the things which need to be done. The re
sponsibility of procuring the necessary 
workers, not only for associational and 
group training schools, but teachers in the 
local church training schools must be pro
vided by our association.

Each association should have a list of 
teachers who can be called upon to teach 
a particular book when the need arises in 
one of our local churches or an associa
tional training school.

Last October, our association, Hamilton, 
conducted 6 simultaneous Sunday School 
training schools in 6 strategic areas of the 
association. There were 62 courses offered 
on methods. The question arose, where 
could we get that many teachers! Acting on 
faith that they were in our midst if we 
could but find them, enlist them, and train 
them, we began our search. As teachers were 
enlisted, they were provided with a book. 
After sufficient time had elapsed for them 
to familiarize themselves with the book, 
a one-night coaching clinic was planned. 
After dinner, served in a local church, 
those who were to teach a particular book 
met together and the most experienced 
teacher in the group taught them how to 
teach the book, pointing out certain aims 
and methods. This training was invaluable.

This school was the most successful 
school that has ever been held in this area. 
The associational superintendent of train
ing now has a list of teachers, so that when 
a local church calls for help, he can give 
them the name, address and telephone num
ber of someone who can teach in their par
ticular training school.

This, we believe, will result in more and 
better training in Sunday School work. We 
can, and we must, grow our own teachers. 
It can be done!

Mr. Welch is City Missionary in Hamilton 
Association.

Paul G. Cantrell has resigned as pastor of 
Pleasant Hill Church, Springfield. He will 
begin a new ministry January 19 as pastor 
of Bellepoint Church, Frankfort, Ky. A 
native of Missouri, he is a graduate of 
Southern Seminary. Brother Cantrell has 
served approximately five years as pastor at 
Pleasant Hill Church..
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Gambling: Let's Think It Through
Herbert J. Miles and Ray F. Koonce, Carson-Newman College

There is a need for consistent thinking 
about gambling in our society. Most peo
ple who favor gambling usually justify 
their thinking on such flimsy grounds as: 
the desire to gamble is a human instinct; 
everybody gambles; people are going to 
gamble anyhow; you can’t legislate moral
ity; farmers gamble when they plant crops 
in the spring; life is a gamble; and only 
bigoted and intolerant people oppose gam
bling.

These and other similar arguments used to 
rationalize the behavior of gambling rest 
largely upon selfish whims and desires. 
They are illogical, egocentric, and at best, 
only tiny part truths, often taken out of 
their setting. To make a major decision on 
the basis of a tiny selected part truth, and 
to close our eyes to the logic of major 
evidence which opposes this selected part 
truth, is a sinister form of ignorance, evil 
and stupidity.

Definition
Most thinking Christians accept the 

elementary fact that problems of right and 
wrong must be determined by broad basic 
principles that are inherent in the purpose 
of God in creation. Much of the confusion 
concerning gambling could be resolved if 
we could agree on a fair, clear definition. 
We propose the following definition: gam
bling is the process of using other persons 
as a means to our selfish ends by using 
chance to take something of value from 
them without giving them something of 
value (such as work or property) in return.

It will be noted that this definition rests 
upon five major assumptions:

(1) The value and dignity of human 
personality.

(2) The inherent rights of persons.
(3) Persons are ends in themselves and 

should never be used as a means 
to selfish ends.

(4) Respect for the right of private 
property.

(5) The dignity of work.
It will be noted further that this defini

tion assumes there are three necessary 
characteristics involved in gambling: first, 
the motive, the desire or the willingness to 
use another person as a means to personal 
selfish ends; secondly, a one-way property 
or money transaction which could move in 
the direction of any party involved; and 
thirdly, the element of risk or chance which 
determines the direction of the property 
transaction.

Risk and Gambling
In light of this definition, let us examine 
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some of the thinking advanced to justify 
gambling. To contend that a farmer gam
bles when he plants a crop in the spring is 
to define gambling as “running a risk.” 
Farmers do run a risk when they plant a 
crop in the spring. Although all gambling 
involves risk, all risk is not gambling. The 
farmer does run a risk, but he has not taken 
something of value from a person and re
fused to give something of value in return. 
He has not used other persons as a means 
to his selfish ends. Thus the farmers risk 
in planting a crop is outside the realm of 
gambling. Other similar statements such 
as “everybody gambles” and “life is a gam
ble” likewise falsely assume that gambling 
is simply running a risk.

When two or more parties put up stated 
amounts of money or property, and 
through some means of chance, the winner 
takes all, this is a clear case of gambling. 
There are many other types of experiences 
that vary slightly from the defined pattern 
of gambling. There is a difference of 
opinion as to whether these variations are 
gambling. Some of these variations will now 
be examined.

Chances Given Away
It is the habit of individual business 

establishments or groups of merchants to 
give away merchandise or money as a 
prize. For example, a groceryman will give 
away a country ham each Saturday. During 
the week customers are given numbered 
tickets and asked to sign their names on 
them and deposit them in a container from 
which a number is drawn on Saturday to 
determine the winner of the ham. Is this 
practice gambling?

It is obvious that the element of chance 
is clearly involved. Also, there is a property 
transaction, but it must be pointed out 
that it is a one way property transaction 
from the groceryman to the customer. If 
the groceryman gains in business as a result 
of the give-away program, this may rep
resent a property transaction from the 
customer to the groceryman. What about 
the motives involved? If a merchant is 
simply using the give-away program to 
advertise his business without receiving 
from it except in increased business, his 
motive would probably not be labeled evil, 
as it is generally accepted that a normal 
advertising program is ethical.

If the customer accepts the ticket rather 
unenthusiastically but signs it and drops it 
into the container in order to cooperate 
with his friend, the clerk or the grocery
man, one would hesitate to accuse this 
customer of the type of motive necessary 

for gambling. On the other hand, if a 
customer comes into the store several times 
a day in order to get more chances at the 
ham and enthusiastically follows all other 
give-away programs hoping to get some
thing for nothing, the motive would seem 
to be a willingness and desire to use others 
as a means to his selfish ends. This would 
be gambling.

Television
Some of the television questions-and- 

answers give-away programs are similar to 
the above illustration. Chance is involved 
and there is a one-way transaction of prop
erty. The motive of the company is to 
advertise, and usually the motive of the 
person answering the question is the honor 
involved in being on a television network 
program. If it is a program where if you 
answer correctly you receive a prize, and 
if you do not answer correctly you receive 
nothing, it is a one-way property transac
tion and the degree of motive necessary for 
gambling is very small or nonexistent. 
However, if it is the type program where 
the contestant has won certain amounts and 
chooses to go on to more questions with 
the possibility of gaining greater amounts 
or losing parts of what he has gained, then, 
there is a two-way money transaction in
volved and the motive may take on a high 
degree of desire to get something for noth
ing. This seems to be gambling.

Chances Sold
There is a second type of practice where 

tickets are sold for chances on an amount 
of money or property as a prize. The in
come from the tickets sold may be many 
times greater than that paid out in prizes. 
The more chances sold, the greater the per 
cent of income. Examples of this type prac
tice are race tracks, slot machines, punch 
boards, bingo, policy, etc. Is this gambling?

Chance is always involved. There is a 
possible two-way property transaction on 
the part of the person purchasing the chance. 
The promoters take large sums of money 
in small amounts from many people. The 
few winners take their winnings, large or 
small, without giving value in return. The 
motive of the promoter is to make money.

In the cases of some of these practices, 
such as slot machines, race tracks and bingo, 
the promoters rationalize their practice on 
the grounds that we give needed social en
tertainment to the public. To be sure, this 
is a part truth, but their major motives often 
seems to be concerned with the financial 
intake of the chances sold. To the extent 
that their motive is money, it is difficult 
to avoid the conclusion that these practices 
are gambling in so far as the promoter is 
concerned.

In the case of the customer of these 
practices, if the motive is solely for relaxa
tion and social purposes the desire to use 
someone as a means to a selfish end seems 
to be absent. If the motive of the customer 
is to win money in large amounts by in
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vesting small amounts, this has all the ear
marks of gambling.

In case of a church-sponsored bingo 
party, the above observations apply. The 
things necessary for gambling could be 
present in a church, lodge, or some other 
group, labeled charity, the same as at a 
race track or a back street dive. When peo
ple have to be urged to buy chances with 
an opportunity of winning a jackpot in order 
to make a contribution to a worthy cause, 
it is a strange twist in logic to label this a 
charity motive. Those people whose motive 
is to give to worthy causes, usually do so. 
We generally call this by such names as 
tithes, offerings and gifts.

The Stock Market
Is investment in the stock market gam

bling? In order to think through this ques
tion, it is well to classify people who invest 
in the stock market into four groups. The 
first group is made up of those people who 
are in other occupations but buy and sell 
stock on the side in efforts to make some 
easy money. They buy and sell according 
to “tips” they receive concerning the fluctua
tions of the stock. This is a rather clear 
case of gambling. Chance is involved in the 
fluctuations of the market. There is the 
possibility of a two-way transaction. The 
motive is to receive some easy money with
out giving something of value in return. 
Little or no work is involved.

A second group is made up of people 
who have made buying and selling their oc
cupation. They have made it a life study 
and through experience have become ex
perts in predicting the fluctuations of the 
market, and make a good living buying and 
selling stock. All three requirements for 
gambling are present. These people are very 
much like other professional gamblers in 
many respects. However, they do not have 
direct personal contact with the people from 
whom they receive money without giving 
something in return. They may get by with 
very little work. Even if they spent eight 
hours per day studying the market they 
have not done work that renders service to 
society. This fact would tend to intensify 
the idea that their motives are selfish.

A third group is composed of those per
sons who have other occupations, but who 
buy some stock as a part of their life’s plan 
for financial security. Their purchase of 
stock is not for the purpose of speculation, 
but is for the purpose of a permanent in
vestment. The possibility of chance is re
duced to a minimum in that they generally 
purchase stock from stable companies, such 
as a home loan association or the Bell 
Telephone Company. The motive necessary 
for gambling seems to be absent.

The last group involved is the stock 
broker. His occupation is that of advising 
people on how to make safe investments in 
the stock market. He renders much service 
to society. He may make some permanent 
investments in stock as a part of his life’s 
saving plan. This type of stock broker

Training Union Dept.

Chilhowee Holds Central Training School

The above picture was made recently 
of the Central Training School held in 
the Calvary Baptist Church of Alcoa for 
Training Union workers in the Chilhowee 
Association. The school had an average 
attendance of 241 representing 25 
churches. 220 awards were earned during 
the week.

seems to be in an honorable occupation and 
would not be classified as a gambler.

Matching for Drinks

What about matching to see who pays for 
drinks at the coffee break? Chance is in
volved and there is the possibility of a minor 
two-way property transaction. Often this 
experience is a casual social action of fel
lowship to determine who pays, when both 
want to pay. If the person involved is a 
semi-secret skinflint bent on saving pennies 
and getting as much from others as posible, 
such behavior is gambling.

1. By agreeing on a reasonable definition, 
and following principles of logic, it is pos
sible to determine when behavior is gam
bling and when it is not gambling.

2. It is impossible to set down an absolute 
rule that will fit all types of experiences 
suspected to be gambling. The principles 
of the definition have to be applied to in
dividual cases.

3. In the final analysis the motives in
volved are the major factors determining 
what is gambling and what is not. This is 
in harmony with the teachings of Jesus 
that sin is an inward condition of the heart. 
(Matthew 12:34).

In the foreground of the picture are, L 
to R: Mr. Garland Delozier, Training 
Union Director of Chilhowee Association; 
Rev. C. M. Glass, pastor of Calvary Bap
tist Church, Alcoa; and Rev. Clyde Cobb, 
Associational Missionary.

4. The degree of wrongness varies accord
ing to the type of experience, the amount of 
property transaction involved, and the in
tent of the motive.

5. It should be recognized that small 
money transactions such as matching pen
nies could be gambling provided the motive 
was to get something for nothing. Those 
who insist there could not be gambling 
where small amounts are involved fail to 
consider that the habit of dealing in smaller 
amounts often leads to experiences where 
larger amounts are involved. In forming 
good or bad habits, often “the edge of the 
wedge may be the important or dangerous 
edge.”

6. Any experience that is a short easy 
step to another experience which is evil 
should be avoided. This is the principle in
volved in Paul’s injunction to “Abstain 
from all appearances of evil.” (I Thess. 
5:22).

7. The person who takes the initiative in 
promoting gambling and willfully places the 
temptation in the way of other persons and 
finally convinces them to yield to the ex
perience of gambling has a higher degree of 
responsibility than the person who finally 
yields after much persuasion,
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First Church, Powell, with W. H. Parrott, 
pastor, opened services in their new $200,- 
000 auditorium. Sunday school and Train
ing Union enrollments are increasing steadi
ly, and the spiritual fervor of the church is 
very high. The 1958 budget of $38,099 is 
the largest in the church’s history. K. B. 
Scarbro is chairman for the Forward Plan 
in this church.

Bethany Sunday school class, taught by 
Mrs. J. C. Holcombe is the first to reach 
the Standard in Meridian Church, Knox
ville, Wilson Lonas, pastor.

Floyd E. Harlow has been called as pas
tor of Prospect Church; and Bill Spurling 
nas accepted the pastorate of Rural Vale 
Church, both in Monroe County.

Hamilton County Association Training 
Unions attained their 1957 goal of 50 
Standard Unions.

Allan Kelly, member of First Church, 
Kingsport, has been named top winner in 
the “Voice of Democracy” contest spon
sored by the city’s Junior Chamber of Com
merce. George Bolling, another Intermedi
ate of First Church, was winner of a cup in 
the same contest.

More than 250 people attended Polk 
County’s Associational Sunday School meet
ing at First Church, Benton. This together 
with the meeting of the Copper Basin area 
brought attendance up to more than 300. 
During the meeting a skit on the “Life of 
Dr. J. N. Barnette” was given; spiritual folk 
songs were presented; a panel discussion on 
teaching was conducted, and J. Edward 
Firestone brought the message, “Jesus the 
Teacher.” Roy G. Lillard is superintendent 
with A. E. Lyle, Grady Enriques and E. R. 
Martin as group superintendents.

Since H. J. Tallent became pastor of First 
Church, Algood, in June, 1955, the Sunday 
school has increased over 100 per cent, the 
Training Union doubled, and the church has 
received 87 additions, 69 by baptism and 18 
by letter. An indebtedness of $5,800 has 
been liquidated, a home for the pastor has 
been purchased and two extra lots with the 
church owing only $3,200 on these items.

Mrs. Sarah Jane Shropshire the oldest 
charter member of Ridgecrest Church.
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Chattanooga, died November 26, at the age 
of 76. She became a Christian at 13, at 
which time she started tithing, her children 
bringing in her last tithe with words she had 
written “the Lord’s money.” “Her life, 
thoughts and prayers were with concern for 
others. She opened her mouth with wisdom 
and in her tongue was the law of kindness,” 
writes Pastor Almon Hawkins.

Raymond Patterson has been named pas
tor of Chattanooga Valley Church. He 
comes from the Crossville Church, is a na
tive of Lebanon and has attended Cumber
land University and Carson-Newman Col
lege, as well as the University of Tennessee. 
He has held pastorates at Doyle and Cooke
ville, during his 15 years’ ministry.

Red Bank Church, Chattanooga, con
ducted a Coronation Service, December 11, 
at which time Miss Carol Welch was 
crowned, she being the first girl from this 
church to attain the rank of Queen Regent. 
Girls crowned as Queen were Kay Ashley, 
Beverly Brown, Billie Chapman, Katherine 
Hatfield, Sharon Hebert, Phillipa Leonard, 
Judy McCaman, Carolyn McClure, Linda 
McGaughey, Sandra Raines and Patsy Ro
berts.

First Church, Elizabethton, with Wilford 
M. Lee, pastor, has elected two new dea
cons, Ernest Rasar and Jolly Tipton.

At the two services on a recent Sunday, 
three young people of Brainerd Church, 
Chattanooga, came forward, stating that 
they felt God’s call to full-time Christian 
service. The pastor is C. A. Dabney.

First Church, Tellico Plains, James E. 
Vanderford, pastor, ordained the following 
as deacons: B. W. McConkey, Ernest Plem- 
ons, Buddy Crowe, Otis Hamilton, and Clar
ence Cardin.

The death ®f Mrs. Lou Tabor, December 
13, was the passing of a wonderful Christian 
character whose life was closely linked with 
the ministry. The daughter of a Baptist lay 
preacher, she was the wife, mother, and 
grandmother of Baptist preachers. The fun
eral was held at Brotherton Church by Pas
tor John Tollett and Rev. J. H. Roberson. 
She was the widow of the late Rev. W. S.

Tabor. A son, C. D. Tabor, is associational 
missionary in New Duck River Association, 
Shelbyville. Her grandson, Pastor Paul Ta
bor of Memorial Church, Livingston, sang 
at her funeral, “Safe in the Arms of Jesus.”

Frank Hutching was ordained as a dea
con by New Hope Church, New Duck 
River Association, December 8.

Pastor Morrell Lee was the evangelist in 
revival services at Calvary Church, Shelby
ville, in which there were five professions 
of faith and two additions by letter. Brother 
Lee has recently accepted the pastorate of 
this church.

James Murry Rodgers, 74, retired Baptist 
minister, died at his home in Nashville, 
December 17, of a heart attack. He had 
been in poor health for the past two years. 
Brother Rodgers was a native of Jackson.

J. Wallace Owen of Wartrace has ac
cepted a call to become pastor of Eatons 
Baptist Church, Route 2, Mocksville, N. C., 
on a full-time basis. This historic church 
in South Yadkin Association was organized 
in 1772, and this is the first time it has 
called a pastor for full-time services. Owen 
goes to North Carolina from the p astorate 
of Auburn Church, Auburntown, Tenn. 
Both he and Mrs. Owen are natives of Ten
nessee and graduates of Carson-Newman 
College.

Miss Alma Oates, missionary appointee 
to South Brazil, has recently left the 
States for her field of service where she 
will enter language school. She may be 
addressed at Caixa Postal 552, Campinas, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. Miss Oates is a native 
of Memphis, Tenn., where she makes her 
permanent American home.

East Texas Baptist College
Marshall, Texas

Christian in Spirit
Reasonable in Rates
Competent Faculty

FULL ACCREDITATION
H. D. Bruce, President
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Plans Made To Reach 
Inactive Membership

NASHVILLE—'(BP)—Plans for reach
ing two million inactive church members 
and for holding 900 associational evangelis
tic clinics in 1958 were made here recently.

The plans were announced by 23 Baptist 
secretaries of evangelism.

The state secretaries and staff of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board’s 
department of evangelism spent two days 
discussing state programs and preparing 
a step-by-step procedure for the 1959 
year of simultaneous Baptist evangelism in 
North America.

Preparation for the cooperative Baptist 
year of soul-winning begins June 1, 1958 
with a world day of prayer and ends in 
April, 1959 with reports.

Sept. 28-Oct. 5, 1958 was set aside as a 
church member visitation period. Leonard 
Sanderson, Dallas, Home Mission Board 
secretary of evangelism, estimated that two 
million members of Southern Baptist 
churches who live in their church com
munities do not attend church services.

A preliminary 1957 evangelism report 
showed an increase of 1775 baptisms over 
the previous year. Baptisms totalled 386,324 
for 1957.

TULLAHOMA—First Baptist Church, here, commemorated its 104 years of service in 
the completion of the chapel and educational building shown to the right. Dedication 
services were held December 15. The building, begun eight months ago, costs $120,000. 
The building committee was Wm. A. Thickstun, chm., Monroe York, Bill Raney, Dr, 
James King and John Horton. Dr. Tom Madden is pastor.

Churches Encouraged 
To Raise Mission Gifts

NASHVILLE—(BP)—Southern Baptist 
churches are being asked to give at least 
two per cent more of their total church 
budgets for world missions through the 
Cooperative Program.

The “Two-Plus” program, as it is known, 
first encourages churches to budget funds 
for missions through the Cooperative Pro
gram on a percentage basis of their total 
budgets rather than on a dollar basis.

Second, the program encourages the 
churches to step up their percentage of Co
operative Program gifts through the annual 
budgets. For instance, a church giving 10 
per cent of its total budget to missions 
through the Cooperative Program has been 
asked to increase the amount to at least 12 
per cent of its total budget next year.

Southern Baptist stewardship and mission 
leaders point out that such increases in the 
30,800 churches affiliated with the SBC 
would mean that millions of dollars more 
would be available for Christian education, 
home and foreign missions, and benevolent 
work.

Open House Held

Open house was observed December 8 
in the pastorium of Mt. Harmony Church 
just out of Athens. This house was com
pleted for about one-half the present 
market value. Sixteen farm owners do
nated nearly all the timber necessary. These 
trees were cut, logs hauled, lumber 
stacked, and lot graded after land was 
cleared. Forty men of the community, 
with six chain saws, twelve tractors and 
fourteen trucks and wagons assisted in this 
project without cost to the church. The 
women joined in and prepared sumptuous 
dinners during this period.

Mt. Harmony is a four-star church 
with a full program. Fourteen members 
were added by baptism and one by letter 
in 1957. A Vacation Bible school was held 
with 92 enrolled, and five professions of 
faith were reported.

This church was presented a certificate 
of merit for making the most progress 
in Tennessee Baptists’ Rural Development 
Program in 1957. Oscar F. Davis is the 
pastor.

Simmons To Be Editor
PHOENIX, Ariz.—(BP)—J. Kelly Sim- 

mons is the new editor of the Baptist 
Beacon, weekly publication of the Baptist 
General Convention of Arizona, effective 
Jan. 1.

He will succeed W. Barry Garrett who 
becomes associate director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee of Public Affairs, Wash
ington.

Simmons, area missionary for southwest
ern Arizona, was elected to office by the 
state convention executive board. A native 
of Westminster, Tex., Simmons was edu
cated in the public schools of Sherman, Tex., 
and received his college education at Burle
son College, University of Texas and Baylor 
University where he majored in journalism. 
He is also a graduate of Southwestern Bap
tist Seminary.
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Sunday School Department--------------------------------

Record Of Standard Units 
By Associations
And Churches

November 1, 1957-December 13, 1957

Beech River—Lexington, First—Standard 
School, C. C. Sullivan, Supt.

Big Hatchie — Ripley, First — Standard 
School, Ben W. Emerson, Supt.

Bradley—Cleveland, First—Adult class, 
Mrs. Jesse McCreary, Teacher

Chilhowee — Alcoa, Broadway—Primary 
class, Mrs. Paul Smith, Teacher; Alcoa, Cal
vary—Beginner Dept., Mrs. Romie Beeler, 
Supt.; Maryville, First—Young People’s 
class, Mrs. Fred McTeer, Teacher

Clinton—Clinton, First—Junior class, 
Mrs. Madge Laye, Teacher; Clinton, South 
—Standard School, C. E. Shoopman, Supt.

Cumberland—Clarksville, New Provi
dence—Junior class, Mrs. Carl E. Bigger, 
Teacher

Dyer—Dyersburg, Hawthorne—Standard 
School, C. B. Hopper, Supt.; Dyersburg, 
Hillcrest—Standard School, Albert L. 
Brown, Supt.; 2 Adult classes, Mrs. A. L. 
Brown and Mrs. W. M. Lancaster, Teachers

Gibson — Humboldt, Antioch—Standard 
School, Harris Nelson, Supt.

Hamilton — Chattanooga, Ridgedale — 4 
Adult classes, Mrs. C. H. Cohleigh, Mrs. 
S. M. Wade, J. A. Carson, Mrs. C. C. Bass, 
Teachers; Chattanooga, Red Bank—Adult 
class, Mrs. Clara B. Washburn, Teacher; 
Hixson, Central—Standard School, Glenn 
Castleberry, Supt.

Knox—Fountain City, Central—Standard 
School, Howard F. Garbee, Supt.; Nursery 
Dept., Mrs. J. M. Phillips, Supt.; Beginner 
Dept., Mrs. Harry Goddard, Supt.; Primary 
class, Mrs. James D. Cowan, Teacher; 
Junior class, Mrs. W. F. Christenberry, 
Teacher; 2 Intermediate classes, C. A. Nel
son and Miss Elizabeth Atchley, Teachers; 
6 Adult classes, Mrs. Jesse Winegar, A. C. 
Hutson, Jr., Mrs. A. C. Hutson, Jr., Mrs. 
Chas. Durfee, Miss Emma Gault, and Mrs. 
R. C. Renfro, Teachers; Knoxville, Fifth 
Avenue—Adult class, Mrs. Genevieve Ogle, 
Teacher; Knoxville, Inskip—Adult class, 
Mrs. Chas. A. Child, Teacher; Knoxville, 
Oakwood—Primary Dept., Mrs. George 
Caldwell, Supt.; 6 Primary classes, Mrs. J. 
T. Swaggerty, Mrs. T. A. Seddon, Mrs. A. 
R. Bridges, Miss Amy Dell Maples, Mrs. 
Royal P. Myers, Mrs. Marie Furrow, 
Teachers; Intermediate class, Willis B. 
Krich, Teacher; Young People’s Dept.,-Mrs. 
W. B. Duggan, Supt.; 2 Young People’s 
classes, Ralph Maples and Mrs. Jack Bond, 
Teachers; Adult class, L. C. Roberts, 
Teacher; Knoxville, Sevier Heights—Nur
sery Dept., Mrs. John Livingston,’ Supt.

Lawrence—Lawrenceburg, Highland Park 
—Junior class, Mrs. Lou Nelle Brooks, 
Teacher; Intermediate clash—Mrs. Shelby 
Purcell, Teacher

Loudon—Lenoir City, Kingston Pike— 
Intermediate class, Mrs. Grace Pierce, 
Teacher

Madison-Chester—Jackson, First—Stand
ard School, Bradford Duncan, Supt.; Jack- 
son, North—Standard School, W. T. John
son, Supt.; Malesus—Young People’s class, 
Mrs. J. A. Nunnery, Teacher

Maury—Columbia, First — Intermediate 
class, Mrs. Frank Dawson, Teacher; Adult 
class, Mrs. T. C. Mimms, Teacher

McMinn — Athens, East — Standard 
School, Howard L. Cunningham, Supt.; 
Athens, First—Junior class, Mrs. Archie 
Walker, Teacher

Nashville — Nashville, First — 2 adult 
classes, Mrs. Jas. L. Sullivan and Mrs. B. 
B. McKinney, Teachers; Nashville, Grace— 
Adult Dept., I. W. Carson, Supt.; 4 Adult 
classes, Vivian Hackney, Mrs. Stella Naive, 
Mrs. F. M. Haley, Mrs. I. W. Carson, 
Teachers; Donelson, Lincoya Hills—Stand
ard School, Richard Grubbs, Supt.; Cradle 
Roll Group, Mrs. W. H. Freeman, Visitor; 
2 Nursery Depts., Mrs. Jas. Mathison, Mrs. 
W. G. Hester, Supts.; Beginner Dept. Mrs. B. 
Fr Overton,- Supt.; Junior Dept., Mrs. James 
H. Shannon, Supt.; 5 Junior classes, Homer 
W. Hindsley, William H. Jones, Mrs. J. 
LaRue Cobb, Mrs. Kenneth Sisk, Miss 
Jimmye E. Bryan, Teachers; Intermediate 
Dept., Mrs. Edwin M. Thomason, Supt.; 2 
Intermediate classes, Philip G. Webb and 
Mrs. R. Lee King, Teachers; Young Peo
ple’s class, B. R. Phillips, Teacher; 4 Adult 
classes, Mrs. T. B. Bryant, Mrs. Sam 
Thompson, J. E. Burris, T. E. Bryant, Jr., 
Teachers; Nashville, Riverside—Adult class, 
Mrs. W. H. McMahon, Teacher; Nashville, 
Woodmont—2 Adult classes, Mrs. Hugh 
Dorris and Mrs. C. A. Hester, Teachers; 
Old Hickory, First—Primary Dept., Mrs. 
James Clark, Supt.; 5 Primary classes, Mrs. 
Roy Knott, Mrs. Paul Delk, Mrs. J. W. 
Midgett, Mrs. J. E. Glover, Mrs. G. I. Fink, 
Teachers; Old Hickory, Rayon City—Stand- 
and School, Woodrow W. Mulliniks, Supt.

Riverside — Jamestown, First—Standard 
School, Elmo Wright, Supt.

Shelby — Memphis, Ardmore — Adult 
class, Mrs. Earl Estes, Teacher; Memphis, 
Berclair—Adult class, Mrs. S. E. Crane, 
Teacher; Memphis, Boulevard—Standard 
School, Hill Anderson, Supt.; Junior class, 
J. H. Hillhouse, leacher; Young People’s 
class, Mrs. J. A. Land, Teacher; Memphis, 
Central Avenue—3 Adult classes, Mrs. Earl 
C. Whitsitt, Mrs. Peggy King, Mrs. P. Y. 
Blackwell, Teachers; Extension Dept., H. R. 
Taylor, Supt.; 6 Extension Groups, H. R. 
Taylor, A. C. 1 urniham, W. H. Umfrees, 
Mrs. J. P. Watson, Mrs. Nelle Smith, Mrs.

CURLEY PRINTING CO. 
Printers-Publ ishers 
412 Demonbreun Nashville, Tenn.

W. H. Umfrees, Visitors; Memphis, Eudora 
—2 Junior classes, Mrs. Claude E. Nanney 
and Mrs. Wallace A. Wilson, Teachers; 
Memphis, Fairlawn—3 Junior classes. Billy 
Thomason, Dave A. Newsome, Phoebe 
Newsome, Teachers; Memphis, Highland 
Heights—2 Nursery Depts., Mrs. Howard 
Jensen and Mrs. A. E. Dick, Supts.; Mem
phis, Leawood—Standard School, Charles 
Lumley, Supt.; 3 Nursery Depts., Mrs. Earl 
Lucius, Mrs. Raymond Montgomery, Mrs. 
Verl Hall, Supts.; 5 Junior classes, Mrs. 
Louetta Morton, Joe Fewell, Mrs. Louise 
Fewell, Mrs. Lula Ingran, Mrs. Joe Fewell, 
Teachers. 3 Intermediate classes, Mrs. A. E. 
Brownlee, Gwin Malone, Mrs. E. K. Single- 
ton, Teachers; Memphis, McLean—Primary 
class, Mrs. Paul Ladd, Teacher; Young 
People’s Dept., Mrs. J. B. Gandy, Supt.; 
2 Young People’s classes, Mrs. Jamah 
Kelley and Miss Thelma Thompson, 
Teachers; Memphis, Poplar Avenue— 
Junior class, Mrs. Wm. Zollinger, Teacher; 
Memphis, Temple—Adult class, Mrs. John 
Stover, Teacher; Memphis, Parkway—2 
Young People’s classes, Frank Trentham, 
Mrs. Frank Trentham, Teachers; Adult 
class, Mrs. J. V. Rutledge, Teacher; Mem
phis, Union Avenue—Nursery Dept., Gay 
York, Supt.; Adult class, Mrs. J. S. Pierce, 
Teacher; Raleigh—Primary Dept., Miss 
Marzelle Smith, Supt.; 2 Primary classes, 
Lelia T. Fogg and Juanita Sanders, Teach
ers; Young People’s class, Mrs. Stoy C. 
Brown, Teacher

Stewart — Dover, First — Intermediate 
class, Woodrow Dill, Teacher

Stone—Cookeville, First—2 Intermediate 
classes, Mrs. Hamp A. Morrison and Francis 
J. Frey, Teachers; 2 Young People’s classes, 
Mrs. Howard Smith and Donald Williams, 
Teachers; Adult class, Clara Starnes, 
Teacher

Union—Sparta, First—Beginner Dept., 
Mrs. H. C. Huddleston, Supt.

Watauga—Elizabethton, Biltmore—Stand
ard School, Cecil Lyons, Supt.; Adult class, 
Mrs. Pline Nave, Teacher; Elizabethton, 
First—Adult class, Hallie K. Riner, Teacher

Weakley — Gleason, First — 2 Junior 
classes, Little Jack Dunning and Mrs. A. V. 
Allmon, Teachers.

Wilson—Lebanon, Immanuel — Beginner 
Dept., Mrs. Vaughn Yates, Supt.

BENTLEY & SIMON 
QUALITY CHOIR ROBES

Beautiful, colorful choir robes 
expertly tailored of fine fab
rics to give you years of 
enjoyment.

Baptismal Robes for 
Pastor and Candidates

Order from your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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Woman's Missionary Union

Christ, The Church And Race
Mrs. W. C. Summar 

State Mission Study Director

Why do great cities have slum areas? 
Why doesn’t everybody have enough to 
eat? Why doesn’t every citizen of the United 
States have the equal rights and opportuni
ties which are guaranteed by the Consti
tution? Why do men hate and fear each 
other?

These are questions that are on the lips 
of the average man all over the world today. 
Can you answer these and other like ques
tions confronting you and millions like you? 
We as Christians believe that Christ has the 
answer. We believe He gave us the answer 
to the question of dealing with the poor 
when He gave us the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. He likewise holds the answer to 
the question of the relationship of one man 
to another of a different race. These prob
lems and many others are to be studied and 
discussed as we study the current Home 
Mission Series in our spring Mission Study 
classes, under the theme; CHRIST, THE 
CHURCH AND RACE. * -

January is Mission Study Institute time. 
Institutes should be held in each association 
or in the divisions. Perhaps an Institute 
should be conducted in your church if you 
have many circles and are planning to study 
the books in circles. An Institute is a class 
where the people, who are to teach the 
classes in their churches, come together to 
learn where to find the best methods to 
be used and the material they will need to 
enrich their study. The person to lead the 
Institute should be a warm-hearted Christian 
who loves Mission Study and who will help 
the teachers discover ways of making the 
study alive with interesting information as 
ideas are exchanged and determinations to 
put new ideals into action are clinched. As 
she presents the materials, the best meth
ods, ideas for posters and flip charts and as 
she shows the filmstrips available, she will 
keep in mind the following things Mission 
Study does.

1. Pushes back the horizon of one’s mind
2. Helps remove racial prejudice
3. Relates current events to God’s pur

pose
4. Draws us upward toward Christ
5. Helps us love all people
6. Helps put information and ideas into 

action
The adult book The Long Bridge by 

Phyllis Sapp, has been called in from the 
Book Stores by the Home Mission Board. 
So adults will study Look, Look—The Cities 
by Albert McClellan for W.M.S. and also 
for Y.W.A. A study of the melting pot of 
the modern city written especially for young 

people to show home mission opportunities 
about us.

A Roving Report by Elizabeth Terry for 
Intermediate R.A. and G.A., reaching lan
guage groups and races with the gospel.

The Cherry Children by Marel Brown for 
Junior R.A. and G.A. Depicts the life of 
an “Upper bracket” Negro family with two 
children, in school and church.

Jesus Is My Friend by Sue Terry Wood- 
son for Sunbeams. A picture story book 
about children in a Negro kindergarten.

These books can be bought at your Bap
tist Book Store for 50 cents each. Teach
ing helps are available at 15 cents each from 
the Book Store.

A set of pictures depicting the Negro 
work can be purchased at the Book Store 
for one dollar. Also for sale are the film
strips, “Christ of the Cities” and “Come 
and See.” The latter is a filmstrip for chil
dren written especially for Beginners and 
Primaries.

January is Bible Study Month for the 
whole church. One of the purposes of the 
first fundamental of W.M.U. is to study the 
missionary message of the Bible. No better 
opportunity could be made available to us 
than to study the message of Hosea. Give 
your best support and prayer to the pro
motion of Studies in Hosea, January 6-10.

DO YOU KNOW—
1. The six American cities having the 

largest Negro population are all north of 
the Potomac?

2. Although a few years ago Negroes were 
predominately rural dwellers, this is not 
true now?

3. The proportion of Negroes in the U.S. 
is decreasing?

4. Seventy-five percent of the Negro 
preachers have no more than a gram
mar school education?

5. Three-fourths of the population of our 
globe is “colored”?

6. The Negro population is growing more 
rapidly than the white throughout the 
world?

7. There are as many Negroes in the Chi
cago area as in the State of Mississippi?

8. Two-thirds of all Negroes belonging to 
any church belong to Baptist churches?

9. The Woman’s Missionary Union 
through the Annie Armstrong Offer

ing provides a scholarship fund of $5,000 
for helping Negro Baptist ministerial 
students?

10 The Home Mission Board Pays the 
salaries of around 30 teacher-missionaries 
in Negro institutions?

Proposed 1959 Budget 
Hiked To $17i Million

NASHVILLE — (BP) — The recom
mended Southern Baptist Convention Co
operative Program budget for 1959 is $17JA 
million, which is $1 million greater than the 
budget for 1958.

The Southern Baptist Executive Commit
tee has approved the 1959 budget and will 
recomend it to the Convention proper next 
May in Houston.

The 1959 budget includes $15 million 
to meet the needs of Southern Baptist 
boards, commissions, seminaries, and. op
erating expenses. This is $2 million higher 
than the 1958 amount.

The advance goal for 1959 is $1 million 
less than for 1958. Advance goal is that 
portion of the budget over and above the 
amount necessary to meet the year’s basic 
needs of the Convention’s various organi
zations.

Advance funds go directly to missionary 
enterprises at home and abroad. Such funds 
are divided 75 per cent for foreign mis
sions and 25 per cent for home missions.

Three of the major differences between 
the 1958 and 1959 budgets concern funds 
for the Foreign Mission Board, Golden 
Gate Baptist Seminary, and Midwestern 
Baptist Seminary.

The Foreign Mission Board operating 
budget for 1958 is $5,085,250. Its proposed 
operating budget for 1959 is about $400,000 
greater. However, the proposed amount for 
foreign mission capital needs in 1959 is 
$400,000 which is only two-thirds of the 
capital needs allotment for 1958.

The capital needs allotment for Golden 
Gate Seminary, Berkeley, Calif., would be 
increased to $2 million in 1959, under the 
proposed budget. Its capital needs allotment 
for 1958 is $1,256,433. •

The California seminary is building a new 
campus on Strawberry Point across Golden 
Gate Bridge from San Francisco. It is also 
across San Francisico Bay from the present 
location of the seminary.

Midwestern Baptist Seminary is Southern 
Baptist’s new seminary, located in Kansas 
City, Mo. For 1958, it has been allocated 
only an operating budget of $110,000.

For 1959, the proposed allocations would 
be $192,500 for operations and $200,000 
to meet capital needs.

5,000 Zur" WANTED 
to sell Bibles, good books, Scripture Greet
ing Cards, Stationery, napkins, Scripture 
novelties. Liberal profits. Send for free 
catalog and price list.

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. B, Pontiae Bldg., Chicago, 5, III.
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109 Appointments in 1957 Bring 
Foreign Mission Staff to 1,188

Seventeen missionary appointments at the 
December meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board brought the total 
number of active foreign missionaries to 
1,188. The 1957 appointments totaled 109.

“It is a growing conviction with many of 
us that we should be appointing two hun
dred missionaries per year, and we believe 
steps will be taken in this direction, year 
by year. As we look toward the next six 
years, we keep in mind that a net gain of 
one hundred missionaries annually will be 
required in order to bring us to the close of 
1963 with a minimum of 1,800 missionaries. 
A net gain of one hundred missionaries per 
year will call for a minimum of 130 ap
pointments,” stated Dr. Baker James 
Cauthen.

“We are encouraged by increasing evi
dence on the part of Southern Baptists of 
a determination to reinforce missionary la
bor with larger giving. The Lottie Moon 
Offering is now being received. We are also 
receiving the Advance Program funds from 
the Cooperative Program.”

(The Southern Baptist Convention’s op
erating budget was met early in October. 
All Cooperative Program funds received by 
the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention from that time through 
December 31, called Advance Program 
funds, are shared by the Foreign and the 
Home Mission Boards, with the Foreign 
Mission Board receiving 75 per cent.)

“There is encouragement also from the 
fact that Southern Baptists are placing re
newed emphasis upon prayer for world evan
gelism. When God’s people pray, advance 
will follow. Power is provided, and the 
energies of God’s servants are concentrated 
upon efforts under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit.”
Dr. Sadler Gives Last
Report as Area Secretary

Dr. George W. Sadler, retiring secretary 
for Africa, Europe, and the Near East, re
ported that three Southern Baptist mis
sionaries, who serve in East Africa, have 
visited the South Nyanza District of Tang
anyika for the purpose of finding areas in 
which representatives of the Foreign Mis
sion Board might make distinctive contri
butions. He said, “A district medical officer 
strongly urged that work be started among 
persons afflicted with leprosy and the dis
trict educational officer expressed concern 
that a teacher training center be established 
in the Homa Bay region.”

Dr. Sadler reported that Dr. Josef Nor- 
denhaug, president of the Baptist theologi
cal seminary in Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzer
land, spent six days in Hungary in Novem

ber. He gave the following excepts from 
Dr. Nordenhaugh’s report:

“The Baptists of Hungary number close 
to 20,000 members in nearly 100 churches. 
The Baptist pastors, which also number 
about 100, carry on a program of evangelis
tic preaching and worship at many mission 
points which are not yet constituted as in
dependent churches.

“After World War II the housing situation 
in Budapest was so acute that the authori
ties took over the use of the Baptist theologi
cal seminary property. Assurance has now 
come from the Ministry of Religious af
fairs that this building will again be placed 
at the disposal of Baptists. The seminary 
has its quarters on the top floor of the 
Baptist headquarters space in Budapest. 
Eleven students live in two small rooms. 
New classes are started every second year.

“Baptists, along with other church groups, 
have freedom to preach the gospel in their 
places of worship and to organize such ac
tivities as promote fellowship and co-opera
tion between their churches. Baptists pub
lish a denominational paper; and a hymn 
book is now being prepared.

“I came away from Hungary with deep 
gratitude to God for the living witness of 
his people there. In spite of many difficulties, 
they are of good courage and full of hope 
for the future. They need our aid and 
support.”

This was Dr. Sadler’s final report to the 
Board as secretary for Africa, Europe, and 
the Near East, a position he has held for 
more than 18 years. He was named special 
representative for Europe at the October 
meeting of the Board; and he and Mrs. 
Sadler are planning to move to Zurich, 
Switzerland, in April.

January is "Write Your Will Month” in all the states of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Promotional materials have been mailed to all pastors and emphasis is 
being given in this edition of the BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR. The Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation will mail to you upon request, literature to aid your attorney in 
preparing your will. This literature is very important if you want any portion of your 
estate to be held in trust by the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Trustee in Trust, and 
the income only paid to some Baptist institution or agency forever. The Executive 
Secretary of the Foundation is happy to counsel with you and your attorney in estate 
planning and the drafting of your will and this service is rendered without expense 
to you. For further information write

Henry J. Huey, Ex. Sec.
Tennessee Baptist Foundation
Belcourt at 16th Avenue, S.
Nashville, Tennessee

Dr. Goerner Leaves on
Trip to Mission Area

Dr. Cornell Goerner, secretary-elect for 
Africa, Europe, and the Near East, who has 
been working with Dr. Sadler for the past 
four months, told briefly of plans for a trip 
to the area for which he is responsible. He 
will leave December 26 for Ghana and will 
visit Nigeria, Southern Rhodesia, East Afri
ca, Egypt, the Near East, and Europe be
fore returning to Richmond on March 28.

Hawaii Baptist Convention
Moves Toward Independence

Dr. J. Winston Crawley, secretary for 
the Orient, reported on a trip to Hawaii. 
“There are now 20 churches in the Hawaii 
Baptist Convention, with memberships total
ing more than 4,500,” he said. “Two new 
churches have been organized and ad
mitted during the past year. One of these, 
the Pearl Harbor Baptist Church, is only 
about two months old and already has more 
than 100 members. In addition to the 
churches there are 10 mission chapels. Also 
there is a special program of Japanese lan
guage services in a number of the churches.

December Appropriations for 
Overseas Work Total $677,000

The Board appropriated $677,333.35 for 
operations on mission fields which could 
not be included in the 1958 budget as 
adopted by the Board in October. Most of 
these designations are from the Advance 
Program funds already received this fall.

Of the total appropriations, Latin America 
will receive $123,772.54; Africa, Europe, 
and the Near East, $226,118; and the 
Orient, $289,192.81.

The
LITTLE GIANT HOTOMATIC

Gas Water Heater No. 3
Will supply all the hot 

water needed for Baptistries, 
Chureh Kitchens, Rest Rooms. 
Heats 450 GPH, 20° rise in 
temperature. Inexpensive, too. 
Write for f^ee folder

LITTLE GIANT MFG CO. 
907 7tb Street Or^woe. Taraj
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 5, 1958
By 0. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

The Church's One Foundation
‘TEXTS: Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 2:19-22; Colossians 1:15-20 

(Larger)—Matthew 16:13-19; Ephesians 2:19-22 (Printed).

The general topic for the lessons of the 
coming quarter is, “New Testament Teach
ings About the Church.” We introduce 
them by some lines from the pen of the 
late Dr. John R. Sampey. “The Greek 
word ‘ecclesia’ is found in the New Testa
ment 114 times. In three places it refers to 
an assembly in the city of Ephesus (Acts 
20:32, 39, 41). In two places it refers to 
the congregation in Israel in the wilderness 
(Acts 7:38; Heb. 2:12). In 13 places it is 
used figuratively referring to all true be
lievers. In 96 passages it means an in
dividual congregation of Christ’s followers 
—a New Testament church. From Matthew 
to Revelation this is the usual meaning of 
the word”. The three passages of the larger 
lesson, indicated above, yield three major 
concepts.
Revealed from Heaven (Mt. 16:13-19)

The beatitude from Jesus to Simon Peter 
(v.17) is the center of emphasis here. 
“Blessed art thou”, He exclaims. It had been 
revealed to Simon from heaven that Jesus 
was the Christ. These notes believe that this 
revelation is the “rock” constituting the ma
terials out of which the New Testament

any sort of so-called “apostolic succession”. 
The New Testament knows and speaks 
much about “churches” on the earth but 
little if any about the “church” except in 
either a figurative or an institutional sense. 
And they are sacred for they are to be “an 
habitation of God”.
Consistency in Christ (Col. 1:15-20)

“And by Him all things consist”, the 
Holy Spirit caused Paul to write here. The 
word translated “consist” could just as well 
be translated “hold together”. What, then, 
holds together the body of Christ? What 
prevents the “rocks” from slipping out of 
place and thus causing the building to col
lapse? It is, of course, the “cement” of love 
as given by the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit manifesting the Christ within 
and among the members of the church.

By its very nature, this strange but mar
velous “holding together” is voluntary, self
less and sacrificial. Persuasion rather than 
compulsion is its method. Kindness, not 
harshness, is its characteristic. Humility, not 
pride, is its clothing. A New Testament 
church must imitate Christ.

Your Sunday School Lesson for 
Next Sunday

We are carrying in this issue the 
Sunday School Lesson for next Sun
day, January 5, instead of the follow
ing Sunday as we have been doing for 
the past several months. We expect to 
carry in each issue the lesson for Sun
day following publication date. With 
the cooperation of the mail service 
we hope that your paper reaches you 
so you have time to study this lesson 
before Sunday.

Books Received
Prison Is My Parish, the Story of Park 

Tucker as told to George Bumham. Revell; 
191 pp.; $2.95.

Putting God First by Harry R. R. Neat; 
Greenwich; 102 pp.; $2.50.

The Old Farmer’s Almanac, 1958, by 
Robert B. Thomas; 35^.

The Douglass Sunday School Lessons 
1958, a Commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons, by Earl L. Doug
lass; Macmillan; 428 pp.; $2.95.

Studies in Hosea by K. Owen White; Con
vention Press; 142 pp.

Peloubet’s Select Notes 1958 by Wilbur 
M. Smith; W. A. Wilde Co.; 455 pp.; $2.95.

church is to be builded. Jesus Christ is, of 
course, the foundation upon which such a 
structure rests.

A New Testament church is made up of 
individuals to whom this divine revelation 
has come. In other words, only those who 
have experienced regeneration by repentance 
from sins and faith in Jesus Christ as Sav
iour can become members of the church. 
Two Greek words are used in these verses, 
“ecclesia” (church) and “basilea” (king
dom). One is born into the Kingdom by 
the Holy Spirit, and then voted by the 
church into its membership.
Builded on Earth (Eph. 2:19-22)

At Ephesus was located the magnificent 
temple of Diana, one of the seven wonders 
of the ancient classical world. Was this in 
the mind of the Apostle as he wrote here 
concerning the church? It is altogether like
ly, even though the words “at Ephesus” in 
the salutation do not occur in some of the 
manuscripts; for the readers of the letter 
must have known much about the great 
heathen temple, with all of its beauty and 
artistic splendor. For the church is to be 
of the finest materials, compelling in attrac
tiveness, and inspiring in appearance.

Each local church, for the term even here 
can be interpreted in an institutional sense 
rather than in a universal sense, is to rest 
upon Jesus Christ as its foundation. He is 
to be the “chief corner stone”. The “apostles 
and prophets” go to make up its foundation, 
also. This means, we believe, the teachings 
of the apostles and prophets rather than

The Eternal City
John, the beloved disciple, in Revelation 21: 19-20, endeavors 

to express in human language the most transcendent spiritual 
beauty and permanence of the heavenly city—the everlasting city. 
He selected, singularly enough, to describe the foundations thereof, 
beautiful crystalline gems: Jasper, Sapphire, Chalcedony, Emerald, 
Sardonyx, Sardius, Chrysolyte, Beryl, Topaz, Chrysoprasus, Jacinth, 
Amethyst, every one of which appears in the minute crystals of

“The Silk of the Trade”
WINNSBORO BLUE Q RAN ITE

When the surface of this gran
ite, which is a composite of these 
actual precious stone crystals is 
highly polished, all the scintil
lating beauty and color of these 
jewels become visible.

How peculiarly fitting that 
monuments to loved ones be 
erected of lasting granites, con
taining the very gems which the 
Apostle John mentioned in this 
metaphorical description of the 
Write for FREEiUustratedbooklet, “FACTS for the Memorial Buyer”
Winnsboro Granite Corporation, Rion, S. C.

foundations of the walls of the 
everlasting city, the city of our 
resurrection hope.

Be sure that monuments you 
buy are cut from genuine 
Winnsboro Blue Granite. There 
are many granites which have 
a surface resemblance to Winns
boro Blue Granite, but they do 
not possess its durable qualities 
and lasting beauty.
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Tike tyoung. <Soatn—
I know if no better time to begin some

thing new than at the first of a brand new 
year. And the nicest “new” something that 
I can think of is—a new friend! Would 
you like to choose one of these friends 
as your first new pen pal for 1958?
From Gladis Kait, Route 2, Humboldt, 
Tenn.:

I am a Christian and a member of the 
First Baptist Church in Alamo. I am ten 
years o’d. I wish I could have at least 
ten pen pals!

1 have five brothers and one sister. My 
sister is three years old and my brothers 
are 9 to 14 years of age.

1 would like to have pen pals ages 
10-12.

From Beverly Gills, Box 38, Waynesboro, 
Tenn.:

I am 11 years old and in the sixth grade 
at Waynesboro Elementary School. My 
hobbies are playing baseball and skating. 
I go to the First Baptist Church at 
Waynesboro. I will try to answer all the 
letters I get.
From Rita Carnes, 203 Tomlinson St., 
Knoxville, Tenn.:

This is my second letter. The first was 
for pen pals, but this letter is a little 
different. I would like to find a “lost” 
pen pal. Her name is Donna Galbreath. 
We were writing each other until school 
started. I wish Donna would please write 
to me again.
From Kathy Prince, P. O. 463, Coving
ton, Tenn.:

I am in the fifth grade at Holmes 
School. I go to Lebanon Baptist Church 
and I am a Christian. I would like pen 
pals ages 10-15 to write to me. My hobby 
is cooking. I belong to the 4-H Club. I 
will answer all of the letters I can.
From Glenda Kate Wilson, 766 Wren
wood St., Memphis 12, Tenn.:

I am 9 years old and in the fourth 
grade at Gramwood School. My teacher 
is Mrs. Vaiden. I go to National Avenue 
Baptist Church where Rev. C. R. Parker 
is pastor. My hobbies are writing letters 
and reading. I would like to have some 
pen pals, ages 8-10, and I will answer 
every letter I get.
From Ann Hester, Route 3, Box 206, 
Humboldt, Tenn.:

I would like to write to boys and girls 
age 10-11. I had a pen pal a long time 
ago, but we stopped writing. Now I 
would like very much to have another 
pen pal. Thanks!

From Suzanne Thornton, Bells Highway, 
Jackson, Tenn.:

I like to read the Young South page 
each week and have decided that I would 

like very much to have some pen pals.
I am 12 years old; my birthday is May 

28. I am a Christian and belong to Poplar 
Heights Baptist Church. We have a good 
Sunday school class and G.A., and our 
Training Union gets the banner almost 
every Sunday night!

I am in the seventh grade and go to 
Pope School. I have a brother and a 
sister.

I am a Scout in Troop 30. I am taking 
piano lessons and singing in the Glee 
Club at school.

Our pets are a dog and a parakeet. My 
hobbies are swimming and Scouting.
From Janice Summar, 309 Chamberlain 
Ave., Murfreesboro, Tenn.:

I was 10 years old on December 19. My 
hobbies are collecting stamps and going 
swimming. I would like pen pals ages 
10-11. Thank you for printing my letter.

From Diane E. Adkisson, 737 Benton 
Ave., Nashville 4, Tenn.:

I am 8 years old and go to Fall School. 
I am in the third grade. My hobbies are 
watching TV, sewing, and spelling. I 
would be glad to have some pen pals, 
ages 8-11. I have just begun to read the 
Young South page. I have written to two 
people already, and have received an 
answer from one of them! Thank you.
From Florence Walker, Route 3, Box 173, 
Ashland City, Tenn.:

I am 16 years old; my birthday was 
November 13. I am a Christian and be
long to Mt. Herman Church where 
Brother Rex Smith is the pastor. I am 
president of my Sunday school class and 
of our Training Union.

I am a Junior at Ashland City High 
School. My hobby is drawing. I would 
like to have some pen pals about my age 
and will answer all letters I get.

One of the nicest ways I could begin 
this New Year would be with a nice letter 
from you. I want all the up-to-date news 
to add to my word picture of you. Please 
write me—especially about your holiday 
fun. When will you be going back to 
school?

Love,
AUNT POLLY

I

Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

This is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

Keeping a secret from some people is like 
trying to smuggle daylight past a rooster.

The dean of a girl’s school was troubled 
because the girls insisted on crossing the 
street in front of the school without going 
to the corner. Warnings, penalties, and lec
tures did no good. Then the dean had a 
sign painted and set it up in the middle of 
the block. From that time on, the girls 
always walked to the corner to cross the 
street. What did the sign say? “Cattle 
Crossing!”

The shop keeper decided to sell $17 
electric shavers for $15 as a loss-leader to 
bring new customers into his store. The 
day of the sale a big sign went up in the 
window of his competitor across the street: 
“We repair $15 electric shavers.”

What is your order, sir?
A demi-tasse, please.

.And yours, miss?
I’ll take the same thing he did and a cup 

of coffee.

“Mrs. Biggs,” said the new boarder at 
breakfast, “who owns those ferryboats I 
tripped over coming down the stairs just 
now?”

The landlady shot him a fierce look. “Fer
ryboats, indeed,” she cried. “I’ll have you 
understand they’re my shoes.”

The boarder smiled uneasily. “I didn’t say 
ferryboats,” he hastily replied. “I said fairy 
boots.”

Teacher: Why was Columbus so anxious 
to discover a new world?

Robbys I think he was looking for a 
place to park.

CARRIKER CHURCH FURNITURE CO.
Established 1898

PROMPT DELIVERY
Ph. Atlantia 38741 MONROE, N. C.
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LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY—Construction work has begun on the new Janies Petigru 
Boyce Library at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Topsoil has been scraped 
aside and the pipelines are now being laid. This building, which has been taken 
as a Centennial project by Southern alumni and friends, is expected to be completed 
in the Spring of 1959, in time for the Centennial celebration of this oldest of the 
Southern Baptist seminaries.

National Council Elects 
Dahlberg President

SAINT LOUIS, Mo.—(BP)—A pastor 
of a church affiliated with both Southern 
and American Conventions is the new presi
dent of the National Council of Churches. 
He is Edwin T. Dahlberg, of the Delmar 
Baptist Church, Saint Louis, described as 
“the Northern Church with a Southern ex
posure” in the nominating speech. Though 
acknowledging himself as a minister in good 
standing with the Southern Baptist Con
vention most of Dahlberg’s ministry has 
been with churches in the American Bap
tist Convention.

The new president’s ecumenical back
ground includes a six-year membership on 
the central committee of the World Council 
of Churches and active participation in the 
1949-50 movement to bring about the union 
of the Disciples of Christ and the American 
Baptist Convention. When asked by re
porters if he thought Southern Baptists 
would affiliate with the National Council he 
said, “I hope so, but there is no indication 
at present.”

Southern Baptists were frequently men
tioned at the National Council meeting here 
for its fourth triennial assembly. Eugene 
Carson Blake, outgoing president, in his 
message on the state of the Council, asked 
the group “to re-examine theologically the 
whole Council movement and its various 
programs.” He gave as his reason, “only 
as we can do this will the great churches 
still outside our membership, the Missouri 
Synod Lutherans and Southern Baptists, be 
willing to reconsider their relation to the 
National Council and the main stream of
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Christianity in the United States.” Blake 
stressed that re-examination is already in 
progress and gave three examples:

1. The practice of inviting the great 
theologians into more of the meetings, “to 
the end that the thought and discussions 
shall be deeply oriented in the best avail
able insights into the nature of the gospel 
itself.”

2. Entrance into discussions on faith and 
order which before had been avoided.

3. An effort to “build the kind of evan
gelistic structure that will stand all scrutiny 
and will win persons to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

One speaker commended Southern Bap
tists for their consistent stand in defense of 
public school education and another on the 
responsible way in which the Southern Bap
tist Convention handled racial tensions.

Attendance at the meeting was con
sidered very poor and blamed on its near
ness to the Christmas holidays. Delegates 
were seated at tables on the arena floor of 
the Kiel Auditorium and for most sessions 
not more than half the chairs were occupied.

Because of its ecumenical nature the 
meeting had wide press coverage, including 
thirty daily newspaper reporters. A total 
of more than 100 religion writers were 
registered. They were helped in their work 
by a press relations staff of 28 people headed 
by Donald C. Bolles, public relations direc
tor for the National Council-

A Southern Baptist chaplain is the new 
chief of personnel division, office of Air 
Force chaplains. He is Chaplain (Col.) Rob
ert P. Taylor, former staff chaplain for Air 
University headquarters at Maxwell Field 
Air Force Base near Montgomery, Ala.

Convention Afternoon 
Sessions Are Approved

NASHVILLE — ( B P ) — The Southern 
Baptist Executive Committee approved a 
recommendation that future sessions of the 
Southern Baptist Convention open on Tues
day night and close on Friday night, with 
sessions each afternoon except Wednesday.

Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Oklahoma City, who presented the 
recommendation, said that “abbreviated 
Convention programs do not allow adequate 
consideration of business before the Con
vention.”

The Executive Committee also approved 
the plan for scheduling the annual Conven
tion sermon at the Tuesday night session, 
with no business being taken up on opening 
night.

The plan also is that the Convention not 
meet in any city in which there is “a con
siderable distance” between the hotels and 
the Convention meeting hall.

Hobbs was asked if in Chicago, site of 
the last annual session, there was too much 
distance between hotels and the auditorium. 
He replied, “In Chicago, there was atkcon- 
siderable distance.”

Under the revision of the Convention 
schedule, which must be approved by the 
Convention itself, Wednesday afternoon will 
be left open for luncheons by alumni of 
various seminaries and for other special 
meetings.

Hobbs said that if there was too great a 
distance between hotels and the Convention 
meeting place, messengers would not have 
time to eat lunch between morning and 
afternoon sessions.

Thirty-four Women Give $1000
Marjorie Cole (Mrs. Paul D., Jr.) Row

den, Southern Baptist missionary to Israel 
now in the States, spoke to 34 women at a 
Business Woman’s Circle in a private home. 
Then the women took their Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. It amounted to $1,000.

Mrs. Rowden wrote: “I haven’t fully re
covered. I don’t mean to say that I had 
anything to do with it; they came prepared 
to give that much. It was just a high light 
in my experience to be present at such a 
time,”

Baptist and Reflector


