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MAIL BAG
. . . . A Disturbed Baptist

• Frankly, these lines are not to argue with 
our pedobaptist friends, nor are they meant to pluck 
one star from the constellation of the greatness 
of John the Baptist. They are to say that I am 
considerably disturbed, and surprised, at some of 
the statements of Dr. Stanley E. Anderson’s article, 
“Why Downgrade John the Baptist?” which was 
carried in the Baptist and Reflector Nov. 20th.

I have been trying to study and preach the 
Bible texturally, historically and prayerfully for 
fifty years. In the meantime, I have sat in the 
classes of renowned Baptist scholars, and have 
been attempting to dedicate my life increasingly 
to the Baptist faith as discovered in the scriptures, 
especially in the New Testament. But this is the 
first time I have ever run into the phrase, re
ferring to John the Baptist, “as the first Christian 
martyr”.

Personally, I would stand John the Baptist at 
the head of the cla»s of the great ones as 
patriarchs, prophets such as Abraham, Moses, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Hosea et al. I should be 
pleased to consider him as the culmination as 
God’s revelation through the foretellers and forth- 
tellers of the Old Testament era. But where is 
the scriptural proof or the theological interpretation 
that John ever “believed in” or “accepted Christ” 
as his personal Saviour? Was he ever baptized 
into a local church?

In the first place, Dr. Anderson has disturbed 
me in what he failed to quote in Matt. 11:11 
where Jesus was offering unstinted praise to John 
the Baptist, namely, “yet he that is but little 
(lesser) in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he”. In fact, Jesus came to fulfill the law, to 
give the prophets fresh vitality and to pour depth 
and dimension into his redemptive purpose. If 
the kingdom, and the person in the kingdom, 
was no different after Jesus appeared on the 
scene, why should he appear at all?

Here is another shock: In calling attention to 
John’s preaching the author of the article wrote, 
“His words have authority equal with those of 
Peter and Paul”. Let’s remember how Peter and 
Paul preached the cross, Jesus and him crucified
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S. F. Dowis took the cake—but it was baked by a professional baker, Harold Gregory, 
who is now city missions superintendent, Nashville, Tennessee. Tribute was paid to 
Dowis on his retirement as secretary of Co-operative Missions by city missions superin
tendents and state superintendents of missions at the annual meeting of the Home 
Mission Board.
Lawrence Trivette, city missions superintendent, Knoxville, Tennessee, and Ralph Moore, 
city missions superintendent, Memphis, Tennessee, were also present for the meeting. Others 
pictured are: (left to right) Trivette, Woodrow Fuller, associate executive secretary, 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, Oley Kidd, city missions superintendent, Birming
ham, Alabama, Ray Dobbins, city missions superintendent, Miami, Florida, Mrs. 
Dowis, Gregory, Mrs. Gregory, Moore, Dowis, James Baggott, city missions superintendent, 
Atlanta, Georgia.
Special tribute was also paid Mrs. Dowis.

and the living Christ through the resurrection, and 
then think of Pentecost, Christian expansion, the 
spirit of adventure and the founding of many 
churches because of this*-kind of preaching and 
the content of their message. John’s message 
equal to this, or these?

The third concern is the fact that the author 
is a teacher in a Baptist Theological Seminary 
where young ministers and promising missionaries 
are to be taught the eternal message of God’s 
word, and from which they will go out to trans
late and propagate the truth in the pattern and 
tradition of Baptist life. I wonder if the author 
should rethink, in the light and revelation of the 
scriptures and biblical history, what he has really 
said?—Wm. R. Rigell, East Tenn. State College, 
Johnson City, Tenn.

$3,800,000 For Home 
Missions

ATLANTA, Ga. (RNS)—A budget of 
$3,800,000 for next year was adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board at 
the annual meeting of its executive commit
tee here.

Included was $100,000 for Southern Bap
tist work in New York City and San Fran
cisco. New Southern Baptist work is sched
uled to begin before the end of this year in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and Des Moines, la.

Dr. F. S. Dowis, former head of the De
partment of Cooperative Missions, sug
gested that Southern Baptists should begin 
work in Philadelphia and Boston next year.

The Rev. L. A. Watson, head of Southern 
Baptist work in Alaska, asked that more 
ministers and other workers be sent to the 
new state. “Scores of villages and towns are 
begging for us to come to them,” he said.

T. L. Holcomb Gives 
200 Books To Library

NASHVILLE — (BP) — The library of 
American Baptist Theological Seminary 
here has received a gift of books from the 
private library of Dr. T. L. Holcomb, re
tired executive secretary of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

The library building at the seminary is 
named in honor of Dr. Holcomb.

The gift included about 200 volumes. 
Dr. Holcomb was a member of the South
ern Baptist Commission on American Bap
tist Theological Seminary for several years 
while executive secretary of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

After retiring from the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Dr. Holcomb served for 
several years as executive secretary of South
ern Baptist Foundation.

During his long service in Nashville, 
he was active in serving the seminary. He 
was instrumental in securing a gift of 
$25,000 for the erection of the library 
building in 1953.

Dr. Holcomb now lives in Dallas, where 
he was associate pastor of Lakewood Bap
tist Church while his son, Luther, was pas
tor. He resigned from the position as 
associate pastor in November, but will con
tinue to live in Dallas.

C. G. Cole of Atlanta was elected board 
president and Henry Barksdale, also o 
Atlanta, vice-president.
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Agreement makes us soft and complacent; 
disagreement often brings out our 
strength. Our real enemies are the people 
who make us feel so good that we are 
slowly, but inexorably pulled down into 
quicksands of smugness and self-satisfac
tion.—Sydney J. Harris, Chicago Daily 
News.

The world is full of people who have never, 
since childhood, met an open doorway 
with an open mind.—E. B. White, Science 
Digest.

Religion is the vision of something which 
stands beyond, behind, and within the 
passing flux of immediate things; some
thing which is real, and yet waiting to be 
realized; something which is a remote 
possibility, and yet the greatest of present 
facts; something which gives meaning to 
all that passes, and yet eludes apprehen
sion; something whose possession is the 
the final good, and yet is beyond all reach, 
something which is the ultimate ideal and 
the hopeless quest.—Alfred North White- 
head, Science and the Modern World.

Tenderness, sympathy, kindness, pity. To 
many, such affections are to be hoarded 
carefully and doled out only to their own 
families ... A little encouragement, a 
helping hand may mean a great deal to 
anyone in trouble. Don’t encase your re
sponsibility toward your neighbor in a 
strait jacket of self-centered unawareness. 
If you allow your softer emotions to 
atrophy, you may find yourself unable to 
maintain sympathetic ties with anyone 
eventually.—Clare Willis Ritter, “Let 
Your Pity Show,” Information Maga
zine.

Found in an autographed album: “I want 
to grow to be as beautiful as God meant 
for you to be when he first thought of 
you.”—World Call.
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Dr. J. P. Edmunds in THE SURVEY BULLETIN gives these interesting facts on

Christmas In Other Lands
Religion

Palestine.—Members of all denomina
tions assemble to worship and sing carols in 
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem— 
directly above the birthplace of the Holy 
Child. A procession follows, which is 
dramatically heralded by a flying horseman, 
a corps of native police, mounted upon fiery 
Abrabian horses, and a solitary horseman 
standing upon a coal-black steed, carrying 
the cross on high approaches. Following 
and completing the procession are the 
cortege of church men and native govern
ment, and the two-wheeled carriages with 
their picturesque Oriental Jehus. The proces
sion solemnly enters the church. Because 
the placing of the ancient effigy of the Holy 
Child cannot be seen by the public, the 
people move forward in the church, pass 
behind the high altars, and down the steps, 
winding steps which lead to the grotto. Here, 
marked by a silver star, is the site of the 
birth of Jesus. Here, too, is the site of the 
manger where the Holy Babe lay.

Austria.—A beautiful Austrian Christmas 
custom places emphasis upon light as a 
symbol of the eternal light God gave man 
in the Christ child. Three large wax candles 
are especially prepared for this ceremony 
in the home. While the family gathers 
around on Christmas Eve and sings Christ
mas hymns, the father lights the first candle 
with a burning taper. As he does so, he 
chants, “Christ is born, Christ is born.” 
Then each member of the family takes the 
taper in turn and repeats, “Praised be the 
Lord! Christ is born!” The second candle is 
lighted on Christmas Day, and the third is 
lighted on New Year’s Day when the Christ
mas festivities end. Each lighting is ac
companied with a similar ceremony.

Brazil.—The Christmas fiesta season is 
solemnly heralded by an open air mass at 
midnight on Christmas Eve. Under the 
brilliant tropical sky, in midsummer 
weather, a colorful altar is set up in the 
Cathedral churchyard, where the worshipers 
reverently pray and chant religious hymns, 
in a fiesta atmosphere of banners and 
religious trappings. After devotions the 
families have Christmas Eve supper in their 
homes.

Belgium.—The chimes in the five-hun
dred-year old Cathedral in Antwerp chime 
ninety-nine bells on Christmas Day to sum
mon the worshipers to services. Gayly- 
dressed, singing children precede the serv
ices in a colorful procession—carrying 
emblems and streamers. Priests and church 
dignitaries in gold-embroidered, jeweled 
robes follow—chanting religious songs. 
Ornate chariots bearing images of the Christ 
child and crucifixes are featured in the 
procession.

Traditions and Customs
Poland.—When the first star appears in 

the evening sky on December 24, Fast Day 
is ended and the Christmas supper begins. 
Straw is placed under the table, dishes, and 
tablecloth, and one chair is left vacant for 
the Holy Child. Symbolizing peace on earth 
is the Peace Wafer, procured from the priest 
and given to the head of the family to 
break and share with the guests. While the 
sacred wafer is being eaten, wishes for the 
coming year are exchanged.

Czechoslovakia.—A legend still believed 
in is the belief that St. Nick descends from 
a golden cord, led by a white-clad angel. 
The little children go to bed early on 
Christmas Eve to make sure that St. Nick 
will stop and leave a present for them.

Denmark.—One of Denmark’s prettiest 
customs is the remembrance of the birds. 
A sheaf of grain is saved from the fall 
harvest—and on Christmas morning, every 
gable, gateway and barn door is decorated 
with this bundle of grain—the birds’ Christ
mas dinner.

England.—On Christmas Eve the yule 
log is brought inside and placed in the big 
fireplace. According to custom, each person 
in the family must sit upon the log and 
salute it before it is lighted to assure good 
luck for the household in the new year.

Decorations
-_ France.—Holly and ivy are used to 
decorate the creche as well as the home. 
Additional decorations in the home are 
Christmas hoops. These are made of foliage, 
apples, nuts, and colored egg shells.

Germany.—A Christmas wreath with a 
red candle in it is hung in the window the 
First Sunday in Advent. A candle is added 
each Sunday until Christmas. Sometimes the 
wreath is covered with paper stars on 
which verses from the Bible are written or 
printed, and these are supposed to be 
memorized by -the children.

Norway.—Christmas candles must be 
large and tall, for they must not burn out 
during Christmas Eve, for if they do some 
disaster, perhaps even death, will strike the 
family. At one time it was believed the light 
of Christmas candles radiated blessings; per
sonal belongings, such as wearing apparel, 
were placed where the light would touch 
them.

And, so, as another Christmas season 
rolls around, we are reminded that Christ
mas is a season of joy, happiness, and 
splendor throughout the world. What an 
opportunity for Christians to present Christ 
as the Prince of Peace and the Saviour of 
the world.

Paob 3



Observations
The Meaning Of Christmas

By
Owen

This is Christmas Day!
Its meaning is bright and beautiful for us. 
It tells of the birth of our Lord.
It brought fulfillment of prophecies.
It meant the kindling of hope.
The heavens resounded with song.
Humble shepherds bowed in awe beside 

the manger.
Wise men came later bringing their gifts.
In the fullness of time, God had sent 

forth his Son. The full meaning of Jesus’ 
birth came at length to be understood only 
through divine revelation. Some of the 
last words written in our New Testament 
seem to look back upon the Christmas 
event to sum it up. John, the beloved dis
ciple, expresses this assurance, “And we 
know that the Son of God is come.” (I 
John 5:20)

Yes, that’s the meaning of Christmas. 
The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem means God 
is come into our life. John uses the present, 
not the past tense. Jesus’ birth is not some
thing that once happened but now is no 
more. Rather it is a continuing truth which 
began at a point yonder in the past, but 
abides. “The Son of God is come!” His 
coming was not like the appearance of a 
meteor suddenly flashing then fading out of 
sight. He remains a continuous presence 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Christmas ushered that sustaining assurance 
into our world. It is the truth wrapped in 
swaddling clothes of the Incarnation. For 
it was not merely another man born. God 
is here! This certainty brings all the other 
certainties with it. John notes these in the 
rest of this verse.

Let this be Heaven’s Christmas gift joy
fully accepted right now. In Him we have 
an assured revelation. “The Son of God 
is come and hath given us an understand
ing.” The pivotal words “God”, “man”, 
“sin”, “salvation”, “life”, “love” are now 
full of meaning. The Christian faith is not 
our merited acquirement. It is God’s 
gracious bestowal upon us.

Furthermore, His coming brings us an 
assuring realization. You and I can have 
personal knowledge and experience of the 
true God because Jesus was born in Bethle
hem. “We know Him that is true.” So we 
have certitude where many others slip or 
stumble. We have the solid rock on which 
to stand.

Because the Son of God is come, we are 
upheld with everlasting confidence. “We 

know Him that is true and we are in Him 
that is true, even in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal life.” Here 
is our sure redemption.

Yes, Christmas is come. But tomorrow 
we will not say that it is over. The issues 
of Christmas abide. Beyond the tinsel and 
the withering Christmas tree, our hearts 
will ring with this great abiding truth, “We 
know that the Son of God is come!”

125th
Our next issue will mark the 125th an

niversary of BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR. 
It will be dated January 8, 1959 and will 
be something out of the ordinary, with a 
bit of history and some features in keep
ing with our anniversary. Your state 
paper is one of a very, very few religious 
publications in America to have attained 
a century and a quarter of service. You 
can read about it in interesting articles 
by Dr. Homer L. Grice, Dr. John D. Free
man and others. There will be no issue 
next week. The special anniversary edi
tion is coming your way January 8. Look 
for it.

The Amplified 
New Testament

Every lover of the truth will welcome 
additional light upon the New Testament. 
For this reason The Amplified New Testa
mem will be found of great interest. One 
of the great hurdles confronting translators 
exists in the fact that one Greek word may 
involve expressing ideas that are nearly 
insurmountable when it comes to finding 
an equivalent English word. The Greek 
term may sometimes combine the thought 
of a number of English words, each con
veying some shade of meaning not found 
in the others. The translator, in selecting 
what seems the most fitting of these ex
pressions, omits the others. The reader is 
thereby deprived of what might possibly 
clarify the meaning of the text. This vol
ume, within the limits of the Greek text, 
permits multiple expressions for a more re
vealing understanding of the divine mes
sage. However, the Amplified New Testa
ment is not a substitute for other versions. 
It is only a supplement. Its purpose is to 
include all the associated words necessary 
to convey the sense of the original thought. 
There is an amplifying of key words so as 
to get their full equivalent in English. For

Our Christmas 
Wish 

for You 
May the Light of 

His Star 
Fill Your Heart 

With 
Gladness
The Staff of

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
Richard N. Owen, Editor 

Joseph B. Kesler, Business Mgr. 
Eura Rich Lannom 
Mary Bess Barber 

Peggy Garner

No Issue Next Week
Following our long established custom of 

omitting publication during Christmas week, 
there will be no issue of the Baptist and 
Reflector next week. Look for us again 
on January 8, 1959, when your paper 
observes its 125th year of publication. Till 
then a Blessed Christmas and a God-filled 
New Year to you!

instance, the Greek word “pisteuo,” means 
“to adhere to, cleave to; to trust in, to 
have faith in; to rely on”—which summed 
up in, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved,” means absolute per
sonal reliance upon the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour. This is set forth in the introduc
tion. Twelve thousand hours of diligent 
research and prayerful study preceded this 
publication. Twenty-seven translations and 
versions of the New Testament in whole or 
in part were carefully examined. The 
greatest lexicographers of all time have 
been continually consulted. It is not a 
literal translation of the original text, but 
rather an attempt to bring out each word’s 
original, often hidden meaning in all its 
fullness. We believe that the book is 
helpful.
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Questions Answered
(Address questions to T. A. Patterson, 

First Baptist Church,
Beaumont, Texas)

Can you explain how and why the five 
races of men came into existence? Why 
the differences among them? In Genesis we 
read that man was created in God’s image, 
but the idea that he was white is only an 
assumption, is it not?—G.B.B.

By five races you must have in mind color 
as a distinguishing mark, but most an
thropologists today recognize three divi
sions instead of five. As far as Genesis is 
concerned, the human race had a new be
ginning in the sons of Noah. Thus, there 
are the descendants of Shem who constitute 
the Hebrews and various other related 
races; the descendants of Ham usually as
sociated with the black peoples, (some are 
not really black); the descendants of Ja- 
pheth (fair) ordinarily identified with the 
white races.

Regardless of Adam’s color, he and all 
other people are in the image of God. The 
marks of a person are these: intelligence 
or the ability to think and to reason, will or 
the ability to choose or to act, emotion or 
the power to feel, and moral distinction or 
the ability to distinguish between right and 
wrong. In these respects, man was created 
in the image of Him who is the Supreme 
Intelligence. Man is endowed with a soul, 
and this part of him is indestructible. The 
unity and the common need of all mankind 
was expressed by Paul on his visit to Athens: 
“And hath made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times be
fore appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; That they should seek the Lord, 
if haply they might feel after him, and 
find him, though he be not far from every 
one of us:”

Who Is Keeping 
This From Us?

The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem’s manger 
means the coming of the Son of God into 
our world. Our familiarity with Christmas 
should not blind us to the fact that there 
are millions who have never heard of Jesus. 
When a missionary in northern India told 
the gospel story and read the account of 
the birth of Jesus, an old native asked, 
“How long ago was this Saviour born?” 
The missionary replied, “About two thou
sand years ago.” Then the old man, who 
for the first time had read about Jesus in 
the scriptures, asked, “Who has been keep
ing this Book from us?”

Is there any greater responsibility or 
privilege in life for any one of us than to 
make our lives a highway for the coming 
of Christ into other hearts? Can we more 
fittingly approach Christmas by determining 
to prepare the way for Christ’s advent into 
some other life?
Thursday, January 1, 1959

What Is A Cooperating Church?
By L. G. Frey

Interdependence of New Testament Churches
The Great Commission is big enough 

to demand the best of which all New Testa
ment churches are capable. This voluntary 
cooperation, or togetherness, on the part of 
Christ’s churches gives us the doctrine of 
church interdependence—the voluntary 
pooling of the mutual energies, strength, and 
wisdom of the churches to accomplish that 
which cannot be done individually. This 
mutual understanding must be absolutely 
voluntary and without coercion among the 
churches. Education, inspiration, and per
suasion may be employed in securing co
operation, but not force or coercion. This 
principle of church interdependence, when 
properly understood, will bring a new day 
to Baptists in furthering the kingdom.

In II Cor. 8:16-24, we have a New 
Testament precedent for churches working

Climatic and environmental circumstances 
do have a bearing upon personal appear
ance, but, in reality, the only explanation 
of the fundamental differences among the 
races is God. Why these differences? Per
haps with equal propriety we might ask 
why He made flowers in so many different 
colors. One thing at least is clear: if they 
were all alike, the monotony might become 
unbearable.

together by means of messengers chosen 
by the churches. Baptists see here a good 
illustration of how to labor together in the 
capacity of associations and conventions 
without violating the sovereignty of the 
churches. All associations, conventions, 
boards, agencies, institutions, and com
missions are instruments, servants, of the 
churches. Associations and conventions are 
composed of messengers from the churches; 
while the boards, agencies, institutions, and 
commissions are composed of trustees elec
ted by the convention messengers. They 
all exist for the benefit of the churches in 
extending their programs to “all nations”. 
The churches do not exist for the benefit 
of the instruments. Conventions elect trus
tees or board members annually and charge 
them with the responsibility of operating 
successfully all agencies, boards, and insti
tutions upon fixed budgets. Tennessee Bap
tist Convention reserves the right “to re
call any or all of them (trustees) and elect 
their successors at any session of the Con
vention.” (See page 39, item 7, Tennes
see Baptist Convention Annual for 1946.)

Baptist churches that like the Southern 
Baptist program may freely join and take 
part. They may withdraw without limiting 
their inherent freedom, but they manifestly 
cannot do both at the same time. To with
draw, however, is proof positive that they 
are not our kind of Baptist churches.
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Dr. and Mrs. Donald B. McCoy, mis
sionaries to North Brazil who are now in 
the States on furlough, announce the birth 
of a son, Sterling Mark. The McCoys have 
two other boys. Their address is 4010 
Nebraska Ave., Nashville, Tenn. Dr. Mc
Coy is a native of Dresden, Tenn.

December 4, Litz Manor Church, King
sport, with Richard Sims, pastor, conducted 
a father-son banquet for the men, Junior 
boys and Intermediate boys. The event was 
sponsored by the Brotherhood and the 
Royal Ambassador Counselors. Fifty-three 
men and boys attended. The guest speaker 
was Roy Gilleland, Royal Ambassador 
Secretary for Tennessee. J. C. Duffield is 
Brotherhood president, and Charles Strin
ger, Chairman of the R.A. Committee.

Tennessee Valley Association — First 
Church, Dayton, reports a revival with 13 
additions by baptism and two by letter, 
one surrendered for the ministry, and two 
responded to the call of missions. Spring 
City, First, is having additions almost every 
week by baptism. Grand View Church, S. 
H. Fairchild, pastor, was state winner in the 
Rural Church Development Program.

Thurman Arnold has resigned as pastor 
of Pine Grove Church, Chilhowee Associa
tion, effective December 7. During the 
almost seven years Brother Arnold has been 
pastor of this church there have been 103

Minor Hill Church, Giles County, has com
pleted a new pastor's home. It consists of 
three bedrooms, living room, dinette, kitchen 
and utility room. Co-chairmen of the building 
committee were Warren Norwood and Aubrey 
Thorne. Harold D. Smith has served as pastor 
the past 314 years. He and Mrs. Smith are 
presently attending Southern Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky,, gnd they occupy the home on week
ends.

additions by baptism, and 70 by letter. Mis
sion gifts have increased almost $1,000. A 
twenty-four room educational building has 
been constructed and almost furnished.

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
received a grant of $2,000 from the Esso 
Education Foundation, to help the college 
meet the expenses of its undergraduate 
education. This is one of 350 grants to be 
made to educational institutions by the Esso 
Education Foundation for the academic 
year 1958-59.

Approximately 396 Training Union mem
bers and leaders were in attendance at 
“M” Night meeting of the new Central As
sociation, December 1, at Shellsford Church. 
Their goal was 370.

South Clinton Church, Clinton, has called 
Paul D. Harding as pastor and he has ac
cepted. He has been serving as interim 
pastor since shortly after the resignation of 
Paul Reneau. A native of Henry County, 
Tennessee, he served as pastor of two half
time churches, RoEllen and Yorkville, 
while attending Union University, Jackson. 
He was graduated from Southwestern Semi
nary, Fort Worth, Texas, in July, 1958, with 
the Bachelor of Divinity degree. While in 
Southwestern he was pastor of Reliance 
Church at Bryan, Texas, from May, 1953, 
to September, 1954. He is married to the 
former Margie Goans, daughter of Mrs. 
Sam Goans and the late Mr. Goans of 
Clinton. They have two children.

Pastor Harold Stanfill and Calvary 
Church, Brownsville, are using their new 
$20,000 addition. Included are a temporary 
auditorium, nursery room and pastor’s 
study. The building features a new pre
fabricated roof and the second of its kind 
in this area. First Church, Jackson, has the 
first. Calvary has added 108 new members. 
They have more than doubled their church 
budget and will begin construction of addi
tional facilities right away. Mrs. Martha 
Williams is pianist, Billy Chandler, Sunday 
school superintendent, and James Taylor, 
Training Union director.

Smithwood Church, Fountain City, has 
purchased property as a permanent home 

for its Luttrell Street Mission Sunday school. 
It is located at 118 Luttrell Street and was 
purchsed at a cost of $5500. The com
mittee in charge of the purchase included 
Ivan Privette, C. H. Sexton, Scott Collins, 
Dr. Lawrence Kennedy and W. L. Clark.

Recently a youth-led revival was held 
at First Church, Newbern, with a team from 
Union University, composed of Bobby Agee, 
preacher; Jerry Dunn, singer; Miss Carolyn 
Townsend, organist; Miss Martha Milan, 
pianist; Miss Betty Roy, devotional and fel
lowship. The entire church was benefited 
reports Pastor T. T. Newton.

New Duck River Association—Shelby
ville Mills has called Hiram LeMay of 
Una Church, Nashville. He will move on 
the field the latter part of December. John 
D. Carnes, a student at Belmont College, 
Nashville, is the new pastor at Fosterville. 
Edgemont has purchased a pastor’s home. 
Pastor and Mrs. Akridge will occupy it 
soon. Eastview Mission has rented a dwell
ing on Wartrace pike and they are holding 
services there on Sunday afternoons. E. A. 
Rich, who for 16 years has been pastor of 
Northfork Church, has accepted the call 
to become pastor of Knob Creek Church, 
Maury Association.

Old Ocoee Church, Polk Association, 
has called F. H. Patterson as pastor.

Two Tennessee students will be graduated from 
Southwestern Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 
mid-winter exercises, January 16. They a 
James Gordon Lott, Jr., (left) Memphis, a 
Leslie Houston Coleman, Nashville. Lott grad 
uated from Memphis State University with 
bachelor of science degree in 1948. He 
receive a bachelor of divinity degree. Cole 
a graduate of Camberiand University, 
wHI receive a master of theology dograe.

Paos G I Baptist and



Prayer Service Planned 
By 2 Million Baptists

DALLAS—(BP)—“More than two mil
lion Southern Baptists will begin their 1959 
Evangelism Year with special prayers New 
Year’s Eve,” said Leonard Sanderson, evan
gelism secretary for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board.

“Surveys show that approximately one
fourth of Southern Baptist church members 
will take part in the end of year prayer 
services,” said Sanderson.

Next year has been proclaimed a first
time year of simultaneous evangelistic cru
sades by six major North American Baptist 
groups. The SBC baptismal goal for the 
year is 525,000. This is an increase of 
more than 100,000 over 1958 baptisms.

Eight thousand SBC churches have indi
cated that they will conduct simultaneous 
revival services during geographic zone dates 
of either March 15-29 or April 12-26.

Ex-Tift College Head, 
Lamar McGinty, Dead

ATLANTA—(BP)—C. Lamar McGinty, 
73, retired president of Tift College at 
Forsyth, died of a heart ailment during a 
visit to Atlanta. He retired in 1947 after 
nine years as president of the Baptist school 
for girls.

He formerly taught at Mercer University 
in Macon and at the old Woman’s Mission
ary Union Training School (now Carver 
School) in Louisville. Survivors include 
his wift and a daughter, Mrs. Carey T. 
Vinzent, whose husband is now president 
of Tift.

NASHVILLE—Dr. W. L. Howse, Education Division director for the Baptist Sunday School 
Board here, discusses with Dr. Harry P. Stagg, and Dr. James L. Sullivan, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Board, the brochure on the 1960 theme of "Teaching and 
Training" for the Southern Baptist Convention's participation in the Baptist Jubilee 
Advance.

Dr. Stagg, executive secretary of the Baptist Convention of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 
was attending the annual December meeting of the state Baptist executive secretaries, 
Sunday School, Training Union, church music, and student secretaries, and church building 
consultants.

Dr. Howse, chairman of the 1960 Southern Baptist Convention Jubilee Advance Com
mittee, outlined the Sunday School Board's plans for the 1960 observance. He said, "We 
are getting ready to launch the Jubilee Advance in all the work of our denominational life 
and planning our work cooperatively so that no area of activity will be overlooked."— 
BSSB Photo by Bryce Finch.

New Providence Church, Loudon, W. S. 
Lee, pastor, was assisted in revival serv
ices by Joe Seay, pastor of Pine Grove 
Church. There were 18 professions of faith, 
12 of these uniting with the church. This 
made 24 additions to the church in two 
weeks.

Ray McClendon has been elected presi
dent of the Brotherhood at First Church, 
Rockwood.

Dr. Thurman Prewett has been named 
as director of education for the Shelby Bap
tist Association. He will promote projects of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention and will come 
in contact with pastors and lay leaders of 
110 churches and missions. In addition he 
will work with Sunday school and vacation 
Bible school programs, promote Training 
Union, Woman’s Missionary Unions and 
supervise county-wide baseball and church 

Thumday, January 1, 1959

camps. Dr. Prewett has been named min
ister of education at Frayser Baptist Church.

Two Southern Baptist leaders will be 
featured on the program of the quarterly 
meeting of the East Tennessee Baptist 
Preachers’ Conference at Carson-Newman 
College, Thursday, January 15, 1959. Evan
gelism and Soul Winning will be the pro
gram theme. Dr. Leonard Sanderson, secre
tary of the Department of Evangelism of 
the Baptist Home Mission Board, Dallas, 
Texas, will deliver two addresses during the 
day. Dr. Millard J. Berquist, president of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Mo., will be the featured in
spirational speaker of the day. Dr. Russell 
Bradley Jones, head of the Bible Department 
of Carson-Newman College, will lead a 
Bible Study period. The meeting will begin 
at 10 a.m. and is scheduled to adjourn at 
3 p.m. Reservations are to be sent to Dr. 
Clarence H, WmUPP at the college by 
January 9,

Carty's Booklet 
Features Baptists

Baptists in Nashville are prominently fea
tured in a booklet recently written by James 
W. Carty, Jr., religion editor of the morning 
Nashville Tennessean.

The booklet, produced as a public service 
by a private Nashville printing firm, is en
titled “Nashville as a World Religious Cen
ter.” It has been sent to executive secre
taries of about 300 religious organizations 
throughout the United States as well as been 
placed on sale to the general public.

The opening paragraph of the section on 
Baptists in the capital of Tennessee says:

“Nashville Baptists daily re-di»cover that 
the plan, the persistent doorbell ringer and 
the pen are three of their mightiest evan
gelistic forces around the nation and the 
world.

“The results are that, nationally, Baptists 
form the largest Protestant denomination.”

Carty is an ordained minister of religious 
journalism with the Disciples of Christ
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Actions of the American Association of Theological Schools

RE. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky

A Committee was charged to enquire into 
the circumstances surrounding the dismissal 
of thirteen members of the Faculty of the 
School of Theology, Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, on 
June 12, 1958, and to determine whether 
this action should affect its accreditation. 
The members of this committee were:

Dr. Luther A. Weigle—Dean Emeritus 
of the Yale Divinity School, New Haven, 
Connecticut.

Dr. Merrimon Cuninggin—Dean of Per
kins School of Theology, Dallas, Texas.

Dr. Charles R. Feilding—Dean of Trinity 
College, Toronto, Ontario.

Professor Carl C. Rasmussen—Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Pennsy
lvania. «

The committee had in mind the statement 
in the Standards for Accrediting a the
ological school that “regard will be had 
for . . . the character of its administration.” 
While the Committee had evidence sub
mitted to it on many subjects, its efforts 
were directed to making a report on the 
character of the administrative procedures 
leading up to this particular incident. To 
avoid misunderstanding, attention must be 
drawn to the fact that this report concerns 
the character of particular persons involved 
actively or passively in that process.

On the basis of the evidence submitted to 
the Committee by President McCall of the 
Seminary and after hearing from trustees 
and faculty members of many varying points 
of view, the Committee reports that:

(a) The resignations of the thirteen pro
fessors were not tendered or asked for 
except orally in two instances.

(b) On June 12 when they were dis
missed as a body, two of their number 
were overseas, and a third was out of the 
state. » | ।

(c) Between the time of the presidential 
recommendation of dismissal and final 
action, no opportunity of a full hearing, as 
promised, was given to these absent pro
fessors. The hearing given to the other ten 
professors during the Board meeting on 
June 12 was, in the Committee’s opinion, 
too hastily conceived and executed to con
form to reasonable standards of dignity and 
due process of law.

(d) The mass dismissal, in the Com
mittee’s opinion, failed to treat with con
sideration the disparate financial and 
domestic needs and obligations of the dis
missed men, even though authority to deal 
with these matters was given in the action 
of the Board.

(e) After hearing many explanations of 
the Board’s action from the President, from 
several Trustees, and from present faculty 
members, the Committee concluded that 
the action on June 12 was in part intended 
as a device to secure the discharge of two 
members of the faculty and the re-instate
ment of as many as possible of the remain
ing eleven.

(f) The dual action of the Board (recom
mended by the President) on June 12, both 
dismissing the professors and inviting them 
(or some of them) to seek reinstatement, 
indicates in the Committee’s opinion, a 
grave weakness and indecisiveness in the 
administration of the Seminary by the 
Trustees and the President. Whatever the 
charges against the professors, they were 
manifestly not considered by the Trustees 
or by the President to be such as to dis
qualify these professors, or some of them, 
from further teaching at the Seminary.

(g) It is the Committee’s judgment that 
the Trustees and President are ultimately 
responsible for the conditions that have 
made possible the development of what they 
themselves called an intolerable situation.

Recommendation Adopted by the 
Commission on Accreditirig:

(a) That decision with regard to re
moval of the accreditation of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary be deferred 
for one year.

(b) That the Trustees of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary be informed 
that a primary factor in considering the 
status of the Seminary one year hence will 
be a full inquiry as to whether they have 
taken adequate steps to repair the damage 
to the Seminary and to the dismissed pro
fessors.

(c) That the Commission on Accrediting 
require an inspection of The Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary immediately prior 
to the annual meeting of the Commission on 
Accrediting in December, 1959.

(d) That the Commission on Accrediting 
recommend to the Executive Committee 
that the resignation of Duke K. McCall 
from the Vice Presidency of the American 
Association of Theological Schools, and 
from the membership of the Commission 
on Accrediting, be requested.

Action of the Executive Committee
The Executive Committee of the Amer

ican Association of Theological Schools, 
December 6, 1958, voted to request the 
resignation of Duke K. McCall from the 
Vice Presidency of the Association and 
from the membership of the Commission

Statement From 
Local Trustees

We, the undersigned local Trustees wish 
to point out that the Committee did not 
call into question the high academic stand
ards of our Seminary. It is a fully accredited 
institution.

We have continously recognized the 
basic Christian character and ability of the 
twelve former Professors. Likewise, all the 
other Professors and the President are men 
of the highest Christian character.

The report of the Committee, we believe, 
unfortunately failed to recognize the basic 
problem which existed. The Trustees were 
confronted with a power block of thirteen 
professors making demands which the 
Trustees could not grant. This group, how
ever, insisted on compliance with its 
demands and tendered an ultimatium that 
the Trustees must either comply or they 
would resign. Facing this ultimatum, the 
Trustees had no alternative but to dismiss 
these men. This group kept threatening to 
resign but no resignations were ever forth
coming, and they refused to amend their 
demands. This attitude obviously could not 
be permitted to continue, and it was only 
after months of persuasion for reconcilia
tion or retraction of threats that our dis
missal action was taken.

The Trustees proceeded with careful 
deliberation over a period of three months. 
At no time was our action hasty or ill-con
sidered.

During the year which is now available, 
we invite the commission to make a careful 
investigation of all the facts and circum
stances with the calm assurance that they 
will come to the conclusion that our deci
sion was proper and correct. Our course of 
action which has been interpreted as in
decision was not this at all, but grew out 
of our desire to go the second mile.

The request that Dr. McCall be asked to 
withdraw from the Accrediting Commission 
of the AATS obviously stems from the fact 
that a litigant ought not to sit on the bench 
in a case in which he is involved. We call 
attention to the fact that President McCall 
voluntarily absented himself from all meet
ings of the American Association of The
ological Schools during this inquiry.

V. V. Cooke
W. R. Pettigrew 
C. E. Gheens 
Russell Proctor 
Ira J. Porter 
F. A. Sampson 
Joseph E. Stopher 
Leo T. Wolford

on Accrediting, as it is inappropriate that 
he should continue to serve in these offices 
while his institution is under investigation 
by the Association.
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Special Group To Study 
Seminary Difficulties

NASHVILLE—(BP)—A committee con
sisting of the president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and five former Conven
tion presidents has been appointed to “make 
a study and investigation” of “current 
difficulties” facing Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary at Louisville.

J. D. Grey, pastor, First Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, will serve as temporary 
chairman.

Other members of the committee are 
Brooks Hays of Little Rock, Ark., current 
president of the Convention, and the 
following past presidents: Louie D. Newton, 
pastor, Druid Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta; 
R. G. Lee, pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Memphis; C. C. Warren, Charlotte, N. C., 
and J. W. Storer, Nashville, executive 
secretary of Southern Baptist Foundation.

The committee was appointed by the 
Executive Committee of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, upon request of Wade H. 
Bryant, Roanoke, Va., president of the 
seminary’s trustees.

Bryant brought the request on behalf of 
the executive committee of the seminary’s 
board of trustees.

The special committee to study Southern 
Seminary problems will make a written 
report on or before Mar. 1. This report will 
be presented to members of the Executive 
Committee of the SBC and to each seminary 
trustee.

The problems facing the seminary include 
a recent report from the accrediting 
committee of the American Association of 
Theological Schools which criticized the 
seminary’s administration for the way in 
which 13 professors were dismissed last June 
12. One of the dismissed professors has 
since been reinstated.

The Southern Baptist Executive Commit
tee will consider the report of the special 
committee at its meeting in Louisville 
immediately prior to the opening of the 
1959 session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention next May.

ABOUT OUR STATE
Pastor J. D. Hancox of First Church, 

Dayton, reports a Christmas-time Youth Re
vival, November 30-December 7, with Jack 
Kennedy, pastor of Lookout Mountain 
Church, as speaker. There were 13 profes
sions, 11 for baptism, two by letter, one for 
the ministry and two for Missions. On 
Sunday, December 14, there were three ad
ditions for baptism and two by letter.
Thursday, January 1, 1959

These 24 missionaries, appointed at the December meeting of the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, brought the number of appointments for the year to 137 and the number 
of active foreign missionaries to 1,288. They are (left to right): First row—Stanley Crabb, 
Jr., and Patricia Maddux Crabb, both of Kentucky, appointed for Italy; Wayne E. Emanuel, 
Oklahoma, and Mary Lou Massengill Emanuel, Kentucky, for Japan; C. Hudson Favell, 
North Carolina, and Jean Christy Favell, Arkansas, for Ghana. Second row—James T. 
Lochridge, Georgia, and Mary Frances Manuel Lochridge, North Carolina, for the Philip
pines; Leslie G. Keyes, Louisiana, and Naomi Lucas Keyes, Missouri, for Honduras; Donald 
J. Richards and Shari Sherman Richards, both of Texas, for North Brazil; Virgil H. Moore
field, Jr., and Jane Richardson Moorefield, both of Kentucky, for Italy. Third row— 
Charles E. Evans, Georgia, and Elizabeth Young Evans, Kentucky, for East Africa; Robert 
D. Hardy, Kentucky, and Mavis Shiver Hardy, Alabama, for Japan; W. Eugene Grubbs, 
Alabama, and Phyllis Anne Coffman Grubbs, Kansas, for Indonesia; Alfred L. Davis, Jr., and 
Ellen Martin Davis, both of Georgia, for Hong Kong; and Kenneth R. Thompson, Louisiana, 
and Mary Smith Thompson, Arkansas, for Korea.

Tennesseans will be especially interested in the Moorefields who are included in the 
above group. Virgil H. Moorefield, Jr., an instructor in biblical interpretation and homi
letics at Southeastern Seminary, Wake Forest, N. C., and his wife were appointed for 
service in Italy. Though both are Kentuckians, they previously lived in Tennessee. He 
was a member of First Baptist Church, Clarksville, during his Junior and Intermediate 
days. She is the former Jane Richardson, the daughter of President and Mrs. W. E. 
Richardson of Bethel College, Hopkinsville, Kentucky. Dr. Richardson is a former presi
dent of Cumberland University, Lebanon, Tennessee, and a former pastor of First Church, 
Columbia—Editor's Note.

Spain Urged To Lift Marriage Ban
WASHINGTON, D.C.—(RNS)—In a 

statement marking thte 10th anniversary of 
the adoption of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights by the United Nations, 
Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretary of 
the Baptist World Alliance, called on Spain 
to lift restrictions on the civil marriage of 
non-Catholics.

Dr. Ohrn said that non-Catholic young 
people find it difficult and “in some cases 
impossible” to obtain permission for civil 
marriage under recent laws of the Spanish 
government.

He pointed out that such a policy is con
trary to Articles 16 and 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which pro
vide, respectively, for the right to marry and 
found a family, and for full religious liberty, 
including the right to change one’s religion.

Spanish law, as presently enforced, re
quires young people of Baptist and other 
Protestant Churches to “prove that they 
are non-Catholics before they are granted 
permission for civil marriage,” Dr. Ohrn 
said.

“Those of our number who received 
Catholic baptism in infancy find it almost 
impossible to obtain permission for civil 
marriage, even though they have renounced 

their Catholic ties and become faithful 
evangelicals,” he declared.

The Baptist leader charged that condi
tions for Protestants are worsening in Spain. 
He reported that three more churches were 
closed by authorities this fall, bringing to 
eight the number of Baptist churches closed 
since 1954, while publication of the Bap
tist magazine “Entre Nosotros” (Among 
Ourselves) has been forbidden by the 
government since last April.

Catholic bishops, Dr. Ohrn said, have 
refused to sign statements that young peo
ple are no longer Catholics, and affidavits 
from Baptist ministers that the young peo
ple are faithful evangelicals have been 
deemed insufficient.

“Baptist young couples who have had 
to postpone marriage for two years or more 
now face the dismal prospect that they may 
never be able to be legally married under 
present interpretations of the law,” he 
added.

Protestants in Spain number more than 
25,000 in some 260 congregations. Of this 
total some 2,600 in 42 congregations are 
Baptists. With a population of about 28,- 
000,000, the country is predominantly 
Catholic.
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Woman's Missionary Union

Let peace encircle 
all the world, 

Let men walk hand 
in hand,

A living bond of 
brotherhood, 

A voice from land 
to land.

—H.B.S.
WMU OFFICE PERSONNEL

A Wonderful Christmas Gift
Do you have a friend 

for whom you would like 
a special Christmas Gift? 
Do you want to spread 
joy in an unusual way 
throughout the year? If 
your friend is interested 
in Tennessee Woman’s 
Missionary Union, here 
is just the gift! “Seventy 
Years History of Tennes
see Woman’s Missionary

Union AS I SAW IT” by Mrs. Douglas J. 
Ginn.

It is history presented in an unusual way. 
It’s true and it’s interesting. You will enjoy 
reading history mingled with personal ex
periences of the author. There is enough 
humor in it to hold the interest of the read
er from the first page to the last.

USE THIS HANDY COUPON

Please Send: $1.00

Seventy Years History of Tennessee— 
W.M.U. ... AS I SAW IT

Charge to_____________________________
Enclosed is $_______ ________ ____________

Send to_______________________________

Address_______ ________ ________________
City State.

Order from or Visit Yoyr BAPTIST BOOK 
STORE 

or order from 
TENNESSEE WOMAN'S MISSIONARY 

UNION 
Belcourt at 16th Avenue, South 

Nashville 5, Tennessee

Sunday School Board 
Announces Unified 
Study Course

NASHVILLE, The Sunday School Board 
has recently approved a recommendation of 
its curriculum committee that its three ex
isting textbook study courses be combined 
into a single Church Study Course for Teach
ing and Training. The new unified course, 
an important step in the Board’s curriculum 
development program, is to be inaugurated 
in October, 1959.

A prominent feature of this single church 
study course is that all existing credits in 
the three current courses will be transferred 
to the new course. Thus all the accumulated 
credits of persons who have earned awards 
in the Sunday school, Training Union, and 
church music courses will be maintained and 
will apply toward the requirements for 
diplomas in the new course. Also, the books 
in the present courses will be transferred to 
the new course.

The decision to correlate the three present 
courses into one is the culmination of a 
two-year study by the Board’s curriculum 
committee. A special study group of Board 
workers, under the chairmanship of Dr. 
J. M. Crowe, made an extensive investiga
tion of the Board’s entire study course min
istry and then worked out the general plan 
approved by the curriculum committee and, 
subsequently, by the executive committee of 
the Board.

The new course will provide opportunity 
for a comprehensive study of many books 
arranged in eighteen separate categories such 
as Bible, Christian life, church membership, 
doctrine, evangelism, missions, stewardship, 
and others. For the completion of any 
book in any one of the categories, a person 
will receive a book certificate which will 
apply toward the requirements for a di
ploma. Books may be taken at any time 
and in any order. Diplomas will be of
fered for young people and adults, Inter
mediates, and Juniors. The course is thus 
arranged to encourage study by all church 
members and to simplify the way of meet
ing the requirements for a given diploma.

The new Church Study Course for Teach
ing and Training will have the same basic 
spiritual objectives as the current courses, 
namely: growth in Bible knowledge, sound
ness and stability in doctrine, instruction 
and inspiration for personal Christian living, 
meaningful participation in church life and 
work, effectiveness in the church education
al program, training of church workers, and 
enlistment and preparation for Christian 
service.

The time for launching the correlated 
Church Study Course in October, 1959, 
was chosen in order that it might be a major 
phase of the Baptist Jubilee Advance em> 
phasis for I960 on teaching and training,

Training Union Department

May you, wherever you are in this golden 
hour, know joy. May your hearthfire be 
surrounded with those near and dear to you; 
the happiness of your children re-echo the 
gladness heaven sends forth in this time 
of the Miracle of Bethlehem.

May the faith the humble shepherds found 
in the starlit stable be yours in fullest 
measure; the exultation of Mary and Joseph 
light your heart with the glow of divine love.

May you gather together in bright bou
quet love, charity and tranquillity of spirit, 
for he who possesses these holds the key to 
riches beyond measure.

May all your dreams in this splendid hour 
reach fulfillment, and may all the paths you 
walk be lighted with peace, not only today, 
but in all the days of the year to come.

Loretta Bauer Buckley

SEASON’S GREETINGS
Charles L. Norton 
Mary F. Anderson 
Betty Jo Corum 
J. Eugene Crane 
Mrs. Jesse Meek 
Helen Jarrett 
Mrs. Stuart Magee

A goal of 2,000,000 book study awards was 
set for this year, and plans were developed 
in the meeting of the state secretaries in 
Nashville designed to make possible the 
achievement of this goal.

It is believed that the single Church Study 
Course for Teaching and Training will have 
an enthusiastic reception in Southern Bap
tist churches. It is designed to make pos
sible churchwide promotion by the church 
educational organizations, thus leading to 
the enlistment of more persons in textbook 
study. Other advantages are the emphasis 
placed on the educational mission of the 
church, the more balanced and more com
prehensive course of study and training, 
and the simple plan of participation by 
which a person may work toward complet
ing the requirements for a given diploma. 
It is expected that the new course will be
come a major means toward achieving a 
higher level of personal Christian living 
and a more vigorous church life.

Plans are being developed by the curri
culum co Hill ittee and the responsible de
partments of the Board for further releases
about the details of the new course. Promo
tional materials will also be prepared for 
use by the departments of the Board and by 
the educational department of the various 
states.—Clifton J. Allen, Editorial Secretary, 
Baptist Sunday School Board.
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atholic "Conversion” Of 
Baptist Millionaire
Editor's Note: The following editorial, first 
printed in the October 15, 1958, Issue of the 
Canadian Baptist, is reproduced here just as it 
was reprinted in the November 6 issue of The 
Baptist Times.

Senator Jacob Nicol, millionaire, financier, 
lawyer, publisher and politician, died in 
Sherbrooke, Que., on September 23, at the 
age of 82.

The Senator was once a small-town farm 
boy from Roxton Pond, Quebec. He worked 
his way through college and law school and 
became publisher of four French-language 
newspapers, president of three insurance 
companies, director of five others, and vice- 
president of La Banque Canadienne Nation
ale.

He was Crown Prosecutor in Sherbrooke 
and Liberal party organiser for the Eastern 
Townships by 1906 and in 1910 he founded 
the Sherbrooke daily La Tribune. He was 
Provincial Treasurer of Quebec in 1921, was 
appointed to the Legislative Council and be
came Speaker of the Upper House in 1930. 
In 1944 he was named to the Senate.

Jacob Nicol was born of Baptist parents. 
He grew up in a Baptist home, attended 
Feller College (a Protestant school) and was 
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts from McMaster University (a Baptist 
institution) in 1900. In 1928 McMaster 
conferred on him the honorary LL.D, degree.

Throughout his life Senator Nicol was a 
staunch Protestant and a faithful member 
of Sherbrooke Baptist church.

Two months before the Senator’s death 
fl he was admitted to the Roman Catholic 

St. Vincent de Paul Hospital. He was suf
fering from a broken collar bone caused 
by a night-time fall in his home.

While in the hospital, the Senator’s pas
tor, Rev. F. C. Amery of Sherbrooke Baptist 
church, visited regularly every second or 
third day. Prayers were offered and Scrip
ture passages were read.

At the Senator’s request the Baptist pastor 
arranged for him to have Holy Communion 
on August 28. Just before the communion 
service the Senator stated to his Baptist 
pastor that, should he not recover, he de
sired a funeral service to be conducted by 
his Baptist pastor and a Protestant under
taker. Towards the end of the communion 
service, the Senator, being under some seda
tion because of continuing pain, had to be 
roused. He continued to be kept under 
increasing sedation and in an oxygen tent. 
Imagine the shock to his Baptist pastor when 
informed that the Senator had voluntarily 
become a Roman Catholic the next day 
after the communion service!

The only witness to the Senator’s “con
version” to Roman Catholicism, if he ever 
made such a decision, were members of the 
hospital staff—all Roman Catholics.

The Senator’s brothers and sisters and his 
phew were as surprised and shocked as 
e Baptist pastor at the news that the

ay, January 1, 1959

DANIEL

BISHOP OAKS

DRAKE O'BRIEN FISHERNUGENT

ri st mas

“PPM

Sunday School Department
We thank God for the glorious achievements of the past year and seek his 

guidance during the coming year. May you start the new year right by 
studying the book, “The Study of the Gospel of Mark” by Hugh R. Peter
son, January 5-9, 1959.

'AV

ELDER

Senator was reputed to have become a 
Roman Catholic. They were told nothing 
could be done, presumably because of the 
Senator’s being now under heavy sedation 
and in a critical condition, until he re
covered and was able to renounce his “con
version” to Roman Catholicism.

The Senator, who had lived his whole life 
as a staunch Protestant and as a faithful 
Baptist, was buried from the Roman Catho
lic St. Michel’s Cathedral in Sherbrooke.

The Baptist pastor comforted the Sena
tor’s broken-hearted brothers and sisters and 
their families. The Senator had no children. 
His wife, the former Emilie Couture, who 
survives him, has been a patient in a Roman 
Catholic institution for the past five years.

If the Baptists of Sherbrooke were sur
prised and shocked at the Senator’s reputed 
“conversion,” it might be well to note, to 
the credit of a great many Roman Catholic 
lay people, that they were incensed concern
ing the whole affair. They felt it did not re

flect well upon their church or its clergy.
The man who was sent to remove the 

Senator’s grave stone from the Protestant 
cemetery to place it in the Roman Catholic 
cemetery said: “This ought never to be, the 
Senator was a Protestant all his life and he 
died a Protestant.”

Our sympathy is extended to the Senator’s 
family and to his friends in the Baptist 
church at Sherbrooke and the Baptist schools 
in which he had a life-long interest. We 
have nothing to say concerning the Roman 
Catholics of St. Vincent de Paul Hospital, 
except that it is not likely that they would 
have been so zealous to convert a dying 
Protestant, who was under heavy sedation, 
right after he had received communion from 
his own pastor, had he not been a man of 
such great prominence and such great 
wealth.

This incident will surely discourage other
Protestants from patronising R an CathoFt, 11

lic institutions.
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Attendances and Additions, .Sunday, December 14, 1958
Church S.S. T.U. Add. Mission ...................................... 60 20
Alcoa, First .................... 352 184 2 Brooks Road .......................... 156 124 1
Athens, East.................................. 369 151 2 ‘ Calvary ...................................... 245 90

First .......................................... 503 262 1 Central Avenue ...................... 766 286 2
Avalon Heights .................. 54 35 Glen Park .................................. 118 75 5
West End Mission............ 82 66 Char jean .................................. 429
North .................................. 201 128 Cherokep 894

84
423 6

Niota, First.............................. 101 • Lamar Terrace ...................... 50 1
Bemis, First..................................
Bolivar, First ..............................
Chattanooga, Brainerd ..............

East Lake..................................

352
352
794
465

138
125
318
156

Cherry Road..............................
DeSota Heights ......................
Elliston Avenue ......................

284
161
208

131
97

132

2
3
52 Emmanuel ..............................East Ridge.......................... 685 243 99 60

First .......... ...................... 257North Market ... 147 61 1 1047 1
Red Bank ................................ 951 313 1 Forest Hill ............................ 65 31 • •
Ridgedale . . 466 194 1 Frayser, First.......................... 777 335 3
Ridgeview .... 255 117 Frayser, West ........................ 360 164 3
Spring Creek . . . 420 158 Georgian Hills.......................... 136 88 • •
White Oak . . 406 139 2 Graceland.................................. 431 179 3
Woodland Park...................... 370 163 Graham Heights.................... 227 78 1

Clarksville, Blooming Grove 81 38 Hartland Heights.................. 132 60 1
First .............. 754 208 Highland Heights . . 1140 604 2
Pleasant View . 

Cleveland, Calvary 
First ....

220
163
506

118
64

243 4

Hollywood ...........*....................
Kennedy ..............................
LaBelle ......................................

446
433
339

213
176
202

1

Maple Street . .... 94 54 LaBelle Chapel ... ........ 458 175 3
Clinton, First .... 502 138 LeaClair .................... 236 104 4
Columbia, First 589 200 Leawood .................................. 825 203 1

Riverview ... 74 34 Levi .......................................... 269 85
Highland Park 352 181 Longview Heights .................. 372 206 3

Cookeville, First . 513 169 Mallory Heights .................. 219 101 2
West View 211 ER McLean ...................................... 492 ’2174XX uO

Crossville, First ... 219 52 Merton Avenue ...................... 398 114 1
Mt. View ...................... 48 16 2 Millington, First .................. 402 229 1
Pleasant Hill . 38 35 Millington, Second.................. 156 60 1

Daisy, First.............................. 247 92 National Avenue...................... 410 192 16
Dyer, First........................ 226 Oakville .................................. 348 134<7

Dversburg, First .............. 727 236 4 Park Avenue .......................... 531 165 7
Elizabethton, Siam...................... 110 74 Poplar Avenue.......................... 328 100 1
Etowah, First .......................... 275 101 Prescott Memorial .................. 503 171 1

North ................ 349 142 3 Scenic ........................................ 113 67X'tZ.

Fountain City, Central 889 298 Seventh Street.......................... 460 163 3
Smithwood .......... 545 234 3 Sky View.................................. 125 101 2

Gallatin, First . . ... 648 202 Southland ........................ 196 104 1
Southside Chapel . 74 52 Southmoor . ................ 203 101 • a

West Eastland . 52 37 Temple . . . ... 970 368 2
Gladeville ...................... 123 Trinity ...................................... 521 269
Goodlettsville, First 412 130 Union Avenue .......................... 991 375 1
Greeneville, First ... 177 54 2 Wells Station .......................... 567 231 4
Harriman, South . . 350 165 Whitehaven .............................. 490 101 • •

Trenton Street 445 140 Milan, First.................................. 433 168 • a

Walnut Hill .. 257 124 Murfreesboro, First .................. 650 139 2
Henderson, First 72 40 2 Calvary.................................... 98 • •

First .......................... 227 101 Mt. View .............................. 166 56 1
Hixson, Memorial .

Memorial ........
332
151

180
78

2 Third .......................................... 303 115
2 Woodbury Road .... . . 228 73 a a

Humboldt, Antioch . . 235 84 2 Nashville, Bethany...................... 47 35 • •
First .................. 527 148 2 Crievewood 328 108 1

Jackson, Calvary 596 258 Fairview ............................ 191 99 a a

First 913 242 5 County Hospital 7 • • a

Parkview 482 164 1 Jordonia ... 60 33
West ........................ 957 511 2 First .. .... 1277 492 2

Johnson City, Central 449 134 1 Freeland .... 105 59 • a

Clark Street ............ 119 90 Gallatin Road 358 152 a a

North 29 Glendale 200 64 •
Temple .............. 211 114 Glenwood .... 264 95 3

Kenton, Macedonia . 88 66 Grace . . . 960 353 1
Kingsport, First . . 427 190 Immanuel .... 350 142 • •

Litz Manor.................... 158 84 West End Chapel 55 26 a a

Knoxville, Central . . 507 210 Inglewood . .... 1024 300 a •

Inskip . ... 480 194 Cross Keys . . ............ 41 57 a a

Lincoln Park 785 318 2 State School 225 • •
Lonsdale ........................ 234 112 2 Trinity Chapel 125 68 a

Sevier Heights ... 449 237 2 Lakewood . . ... 446 206 5
South . .................. 379 238 2 Lincoya Hills 378 93 a a

Wallace Memorial 322 196 3 Madison Heights 207 91
Washington Pike 224 88 Park Avenue 729 292 1

LaFollette, First 286 91 Fair Hill Mission 55 66 « a

Lawrenceburg, First 240 ‘ 88 2 Radnor . . 606 194 . a

Meadow View 29 30 Seventh 253 116 a •

Highland Park 206 89 Haywood Hills 85 45
Lebanon, Fairview 294 100 Woodmont . . 675 204 6

First . 563 202 1 Newport, English Creek 46 26 a a

Rocky Valley 95 68 Oak Ridge, Central 454 155 a a

Lenoir City, First 338 226 Robertsville 513 213 a a

Kingston Pike 42 34 Old Hickory, First 591 212 a a

Lewisburg, First 552 146 Temple 195 136 a a

Loudon, Blairland
Madisonville, First

208 103 Parsons, First
Portland, First

194 85 a a

224 104 1 339 133
Mission 38 32 Rockwood, First 505 189 1

Malesus 230 92 Sevierville, Alder Branch 63 45 • •
Martin, Central 263 62 Antioch . . . 45 25 a ■

First 424 100 Beech Springs 80 52 a a

Southside 65 36 Boyd’s Creek 56 35 a a

Maryville, Broadway 448 362 1 Dupont 50 a

Madison Avenue 91 67 First ........ 362 104 1
McMinnville, Magness Memorial 403 122 1 Knob Creek 60 38 a

Forest Park 50 35 Zion Hill . ... 37 17
Gath 91 51 Shelbyville, First.......................... 422 106 2
Northside 130 72 Smyrna, First ... . . .

Sweetwater, First ..............
206 92

Mt. Pleasant, First 183 103 294 96 1
Sandy Hook 28 Ten Mile 71 48 a .

Scott Town 22 Trezevant, First 181 73 •
Swan Creek 22 Tullahoma, First . . 559 134 4

Memphis, Ardmore 510 296 Lincoln Heights 91 36 2
Bartlett 310 171 Highland 213 124 • .
Bellevue 2154 880 21 Union City, First 676 253
Berclair 1000 420 3 Samburg 58 52
Belwood Heights 100 79 Second 267 114
Beverly Hills 470 185 Winchester, First 276 48
Boulevard 611 192 South si de 38 a a

Green Resigns Baptist 
Hour Choir Leadership

FORT WORTH—(BP)—R. Paul Green, 
director of the Baptist Hour Choir since 
1955, has resigned that position to become 
professor of conducting and choral ac
tivities at Southwestern Baptist Thelogical 
Seminary here.

Green and Milton Ferguson were named 
to full faculty status by the Seminary’s 
board of trustees. Green’s selection is im
mediately effective. Ferguson will become 
associate professor of philosophy of re
ligion effective January 1.

Both men are natives of Oklahoma and 
graduates of Oklahoma Baptist University. 
Ferguson will receive his doctor of theology 
degree in January.

June Opening Planned 
For New SBC Building

DALLAS—(BP)—The outside structure 
of the new $3'/a million Southern Baptist 
Relief and Annuity Board building in down
town Dallas will be 95 per cent completed 
this week, said construction superintendent 
Jack Easterling.

At least three of the building’s 15 floors 
will be completed in February, allowing the 
Board to move into its new quarters, Easter- 
ing said.

The Board will occupy the second, third 
and fourth floors, with other office space 
being rented out.

R. Alton Reed, executive secretary for the 
Board, said the new building will accomo
date the Board’s expanding program and 
show an annual investment return of five 
per cent. More than 100 persons are now 
employed by the Board, he said.

The unique exterior of the building is 
of pink brick with bronze panels set in 
marble slabs. Green tinted glass windows 
complete the exterior design.

The building, which bears the name of
its location, 511 North Akard, is located 
diagonally across the street from the Texas 
Baptist Building, where the Board presently 
has its offices.

Building plans call for parking and load
ing facilities on the ground floor with a 
two-floor extension. The top of the wing 
is a roof garden adjacent to the third floor 
of the main building. Executive offices of 
the Board will be on the third floor.

While the building will not be ready for 
full occupancy until June 1, the 41st an
nual board meeting will be held in the new 
quarters in March, Reed said.

In its 40 years of service, the Board has 
paid out more than $20 million in annuity 
benefits and more than $6 million in relief 
assistance.
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Cauthen Says 1958 Best Year
In Baptist Foreign

Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, told the Board in its last meeting of 
the year that 1958 has been the best in the 
history of Southern Baptist foreign mission 
work.

The 24 missionaries appointed at the 
December meeting brought the total for the 
year to a new annual high of 137—seven 
above the goal.

A comparison of cash income for January 
through November, 1958, with the same per
iod in 1957 reveals a 13.02 per cent increase.

Dr. Cauthen said all early reports from 
the 1958 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
indicate that it will go beyond the 1957 
total of $6,121,585.14.

Dr. Cauthen said if present plans mate
rialize the December meeting of the Board 
is the last to be held in the old headquarters 
building at 2037 Monument Avenue, Rich
mond, Va. Plans are under way to move to 
the new building at 3806 Monument Ave
nue, Richmond, on January 2.

Dr. Cauthen said: “The construction of 
the new headquarters building is one of the 
best missionary investments Southern Bap
tists have ever made. The work of the 
Foreign Mission Board has doubled in the 
last few years and the facilities in the old 
building have long been outgrown. Due to 
lack of space it has been impossible to add 
needed staff members. The result has been 
that the increasing load of foreign missions 
has had to be carried by the same staff. 
The new headquarters building will enable 
the Foreign Mission Board to strengthen all 
aspects of its work and to prepare for larger 
responsibilities which are growing out of in
creased missionary conviction.”

The new headquarters building will be 
dedicated at the semiannual meeting of the 
full Board, April 7-8. The new address is: 
3806 Monument Avenue, P. O. Box 6597, 
Richmond 30, Va.

Board Provides for Liaison
With Baptists of Portugal

At its December meeting the Foreign Mis
sion Board asked Dr. and Mrs. A. R. Crab
tree, veteran missionaries under appointment 
to Brazil, to be its fraternal representatives 
to the Baptists of Portugal. In this capacity 
they will serve as liaison persons between 
the Foreign Mission Board and the Portu
guese Baptist Convention.

The Board’s action came after careful 
study of urgent requests from the Portu
guese Baptist Convention and the Brazilian 
Baptist Convention that Southern Baptists 
enter Portugal. (Baptist work in Portugal 
is the product of the foreign mission work

I j Thursday, January 1, 1959

Missions
of Brazilian Baptists; but the Brazilian Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board has been forced 
to reduce its assistance.)

“The appointment of Dr. and Mrs. Crab
tree as fraternal representatives to Portu
guese Baptists does not necessarily indicate 
that the Foreign Mission Board is entering 
Portugal on a definite permanent basis as a 
new mission field,” commented Dr. Cornell 
Goerner, secretary for Africa, Europe, and 
the Near East. “They will make a full in
vestigation of the situation among the Bap
tists of Portugal; and on the basis of their 
reports, the Board will be in a position to 
decide concerning the desirability of ex
panding its aid to Portuguese Baptists.”

Dr. and Mrs. Crabtree have had 37 years’ 
experience as Southern Baptist missionaries 
to Brazil. Appointed in 1921, they served 
in Rio de Janeiro, where Dr. Crabtree was 
professor of theology and president of the 
South Brazil Baptist Theological Seminary, 
pastor of the Tijuca Baptist Church and 
editor of periodical literature for the Bap
tist publishing house of Brazil.

Since 1954 Dr. and Mrs. Crabtree have 
been in the States on an extended furlough 
while Dr. Crabtree has been writing books 
for the Baptist publishing house of Brazil. 
He is the author of 10 books in the Portu
guese language.

Dr. and Mrs. Crabtree will go to Lisbon, 
Portugal, in January.

Religious Liberty Victory 
In Italian Court Decision

In his report to the Board Dr. Goerner 
said a recent ruling of the Constitutional 
High Court of Italy is hailed as a significant 
victory for religious liberty in that country. 
The Court is a 15-man tribunal modeled 
after the Supreme Court of the United States.

Dr. Goerner said: “On November 24, 
1958, the Court passed down a historic 
decision when—ruling upon the case of an 
elder of the Pentecostal Assemblies of God 
who had been charged with acting as a min
ister and operating a church without a prop
er permit—it upheld the right of all religious 
communities to open and operate houses 
of worship without police authorization.

“There is a certain appropriateness in the 
fact that at the first meeting of the Foreign 
Mission Board following this momentous 
victory for religious liberty in Italy two new 
couples are being appointed for that coun
try. These are the first new appointees for 
Italy since 1952.

“Also they are the first missionaries ap
pointed for Italy specifically for evangelism 
in new areas rather than for theological 
education or publication work. The Italian

Baptist Union appealed two years ago to 
the Foreign Mission Board to send additional 
missionaries for the purpose of establishing 
Baptist work in untouched areas. Attention 
was called to the fact that there is no Bap
tist witness in 63 of the 92 provinces of 
Italy. It is hoped that other evangelical 
workers may soon join these new appointees 
in Italy.”

New Seminaries Planned for
Near East and East Africa

The Foreign Mission Board has appro
priated money for the purchase of land 
in the vicinity of Beirut, Lebanon, for the 
establishment of a theological seminary to 
serve the Arabic-speaking world. Dr. Goer
ner reported that the five-acre tract under 
consideration is located on a high point 
three miles from Beirut in full view of the 
city. It is near the airport and several major 
highways. It is hoped that the seminary 
may be opened in temporary quarters in 
Beirut late in 1959 and that it may move to 
the new location in 1960.

Plans are also under way for the develop
ment of a small seminary for the East Africa 
Mission. A desirable tract of land has been 
found in the vicinity of Arusha, a large 
town in Tanganyika near the border of 
Kenya. It is located near the foothills of 
Mount Kilimanjaro. “The climate is ex
cellent and the location is about as central 
as could be found for the entire East Africa 
Mission,” Dr. Goerner said. “Missionary 
Samuel A. DeBord has been designated to 
head the small seminary, which will likely 
open in 1960. It is expected that this will 
become a key institution, furnishing trained 
leaders for the rapidly developing Baptist 
work in East Africa. It will be so situated 
that it can serve Uganda, as well as Kenya 
and Tanganyika, when work is developed 
in that country.”

Year' End

Quiet Midnight
The year has gone, mine, known, intimate. 
I hold my hands to call it back, as to one 

dead.
A year begins. I cannot bring my eyes 
To peer along the pathway, hind or front. 
Awed at the movement of the universe, 
I shrink aside from twin reproachful ghosts 
Of ineffectiveness and lack of gallantry.
Faintly I am aware of a protest,
A spark, deep stirring in my being,
Strange hint of buoyancy, insistently im

pelling.
Eyes shielded, a glance wins forward, 
My sinews swell to tautness.
This new year may bring to fruition 
What glorious thing!

F. A. McDowell 
1369 Agnes Place 
Memphis 4, Tennessee
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 28, 1958 
By O. L. Rivec, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Jesus Is Christ The Lord
TEXTS: Mark 8:27 to 9:1 (Larger) — Mark 8:27-35 (Printed).

Is He? Do we say it from the very 
depths of our souls and mean it? Is Jesus 
actually the lord of our lives? Does our 
daily conduct harmonize with the words 
of our lips in this all-important matter? One 
who calls himself a Christian can be guilty 
of brazen hypocrisy if he is not very 
careful. One needs to search his heart with 
all diligence, in the light of the teachings 
of the Word of God, in order to be abso
lutely sure. Even to do so in the light of 
the printed text should be revealing as well 
as challenging. The notes that follow sug
gest four concepts in this regard.
Approached by the World (w. 27, 28)

The unregenerated world approaches or 
approximates this exalted estimate of Jesus. 
It sees in Him what it saw in Him while He 
was on the earth, namely that He was a great 
religious teacher and leader. According to 
these two verses, men said that He was 
John the Baptist or Elijah or one of the 
prophets. The unregenerated man, if in
formed and fair, sees Jesus as a good man 
and may be inclined to recognize Him as 
lord. But the approach or approximation 
is not sufficient. One is unable, in reality, 
to accept Jesus as lord before he accepts 
Him as saviour. The sin problem in his 
life must be taken care of preceding the 
problem of stewardship. Jesus was indeed 
a good man, the very best the world has 
ever seen, but at the same time He is God
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in the flesh and becomes the Saviour to the 
one who looks to Him for forgiveness and 
redemption, repenting and exercising faith 
in Him.
Affirmed by the Disciples (w. 29, 30)

Matthew’s account of this same incident 
adds that such affirmation upon their part 
was the result of a revelation from Heaven 
(Matt. 16:13-17). From this and other 
Scriptures we derive that a person cannot 
affirm the lordship of Christ, in the truest 
and deepest sense, unaided by the Holy 
Spirit. Simon Peter spoke for the entire 
group of disciples when he said, “Thou 
art the Christ”. It was a noble utterance 
and Jesus was pleased with it. He observed 
the gladsome affirmation with another 
beatitude or “blessed”. The world will be
come a better and safer place in which to 
live in the proportion that more and more 
men affirm the lordship of Jesus in the same 
manner as was the case here at Caesarea 
Philippi nearly two thousand years ago. 
Even the place of the same has some sig
nificance. It was named in honor of two 
great earthly lords, one of the Caesars and 
Philip of Macedon.
Attacked by the Devil (vv. 31-33)

Simon Peter was not the Devil but he 
was his spokesman on this occasion. He 
even dared to rebuke Jesus for saying that 
the Son of man must suffer many things, 
be rejected, be killed and rise again from 
the dead. The stumbling-block to him, as 
to so many others at present, was the 
Cross and that for which it stood. The most 
subtle, and at the same time the most 
deadly, attack the Devil makes upon the 
lordship of Jesus lies at. this point. He 
would have men fail or refuse to see Jesus 
as the suffering and dying Servant. God’s 
way, even for the Son, is seen in the formu
lation: “No cross, no crown”. Those who 
are most influenced by the Devil’s thinking 
today would be willing, at least for the 
time being, to recognize Jesus as a great 
teacher of ethics while insisting upon His 
avoidance of the Cross entirely. Many 
others feel, however, that the Atonement 
stands at the very center of the Christian 
religion.
Applied by the Principle (w. 34, 35)

The principle clearly taught here is the 
loss of one’s life for His sake and the 
gospel’s. Such loss may take place in an 
instant or over a long period of time. The 
Christian’s life must be completely “buried” 
in the will of God in order for the Christian 
himself to save it. The idea is clearly seen 
in the realm of the plants where the grain 
must die in order for the new life to appear. 
It is also glimpsed in the animal realm. Is 
it surprising that this identical principle 
prevails in the spiritual?

Baptists Put On Bread, 
Water For Refusal
To Quit Preaching

Copyright, 1957, by Historical Commission, 
Southern Baptist Convention

URBANNA, Va., August 26 1771—(BP) 
—Four Baptist ministers were ordered held 
in close jail and fed on bread and water to
day because they refused to quit preaching 
their doctrine in Middlesex County.

The preachers, arrested August 10 while 
conducting an unauthorized Baptist meet
ing, are John Waller, Robert Ware, James 
Greenwood, and William Webber. They 
have been held in close confinement since 
their arrest.

The sentence of the court was that each 
of the preachers post bonds totaling seventy- 
five pounds each under condition that they 
be of good behavior for six months. “Good 
behavior” meant that the Baptists were not 
to preach in the county.

This the preachers refused to do on the 
grounds that they “ought to obey God rather 
than men.” The Baptists told authorities 
at the time of their arrest that they had 
authority “from above” to preach. This 
was not good enough for the magistrates, 
however, who recognize only the license of 
the state church.

During the proceedings the preachers 
were under close guard as dangerous crim
inals, and their hearing was little more than 
a formality. At the time of their arrest, 
Webber who was preaching, narrowly es
caped a clubbing by one of the officers. 
Thomas Waford, a Baptist layman who was 
later released, was severely beaten by a 
member of the posse which interrupted the 
meeting.

Although the prisoners have not been al
lowed outside their cells since their arrest 
more than two weeks ago, confinement has 
not prevented them from preaching. The 
day following their arrest being Sunday, the 
prisoners conducted services with James 
Greenwood preaching from his cell window.

The Baptists have met with both bitter 
opposition and faithful support since their 
arrest. Large crowds have attended their 
services, conducted every Sunday and 
Wednesday, and friends have done what 
they could to make the prisoners comfort
able. On the other hand, their antagonists 
have interrupted their jail services and at
tempted to drown out their preaching with 
loud noises and other distractions.

sSI

Page 14 Baptist and Reflector



Happy Christmas to you!
This week’s Baptist and Reflector may 

reach you after Christmas Day. But the joys 
of Christmas will last a long time. I’ll be 
expecting a Christmas report or news letter 
from you very soon!

I imagine you have a number of thank- 
you notes to write. You may have received 
cards from people in other cities, some with 
whom you had lost contact. Maybe you will 
write an after-Christmas letter to each of 
them. There will be much to tell and ask as 
you “catch up” on news of these old friends.

I hope you will also find time during the 
Christmas holidays to make some new 
friends. Here are some friendly letters 
inviting pen pals to answer them:

From Frances Cutrell, Dixon Springs, Tenn.:
I enjoy reading the Young South page 

every week. I never realized that there were 
so many towns and cities in Tennessee!

I am ten years old and in the fifth grade 
at Cox-Davis School. I am a Christian and 
a member of Riddleton Baptist Church.

My hobbies are reading, watching TV, 
and playing with cats. I like to read mystery 
books. I have no favorite television program. 
I have one Persian cat. Her name is Missy 
Sylvania. I also have a parakeet named Judy.

Ihave about eight pen pals, but none of 
them write to me regularly. I would like to 
have more any age, boys or girls, and will 
try to answer every letter I get.

From Martha Parker, 3560 Arnold, Mem
phis, Tenn.:
I am 8 years old. I attend Victory Heights 

Baptist Church. My hobbies are sports and 
watching TV. I want girls to write to me and 
I promise to answer every letter I get.

From Diane Strawn, 1814 Auliro St., 
Chattanooga 6, Tenn.:
This is my first time to write you. I have 

no pen pals at this time, but I would like to 
have some—any age.

From Patricia Shell, Route 1, Elizabethton, 
Tenn.:
I am a member of the Siam Baptist 

Church and go to the Siam School. I am 
eleven years old and would like to have 
some pen pals. I will try to answer every 
letter I receive.

From Linda Upton, 4113 Getwell, Memphis, 
Tenn.:
I am 11 years old. I am in the sixth grade.

I attend Victory Heights Baptist Church. I 

like sports, and I enjoy watching TV. I want 
girls and boys to write to me. If possible, I 
will answer every letter I get.

From Brenda Kay Rainey, 118 Conner 
Avenue, Fountain City 18, Tenn.:
I am 12 years old. I am a Christian and 

a member of Central Baptist Church in 
Fountain City, Tennessee. I am a member of 
Sunday school, choir, and the GA. I am 
working on my Queen step in the GA. I am 
in the seventh grade at Fountain City 
Grammar School. I would like to have pen 
pals, ages 11-13. Thank you.

From Sandra Kay Davis, Route 2, Medon 4, 
Tenn.:
I’m 13 years old and in the ninth grade. 

My birthday is December 18. I am a 
member of New Union Baptist Church. I 

like to collect poems and pictures. I’d like 
to have some pen pals ages 13-up. If 
possible, I’d like to have a picture of each 
pen pal.

Which letter will you choose to answer 
this week? You have lots of Christmas news 
to share in your get-acquainted letter. I hope 
you are also going to share some of that 
news with me!

missionaries and would like other missionary 
pictures, if someone could send them to me. 
I promise to answer every pen pal letter I

1 ms is the 
way it was 

told to us...
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17:22

Higher education, as any parent of a col
lege student can tell you, certainly is.

One secret of success is to be able to put 
your best foot forward without stepping on 
anybody’s toes.

Recently I attended a formal church 
wedding. As the young usher led me down 
the aisle to a seat, he asked the usual ques
tion, “Are you a friend of the bride, or the 
groom?”

“I’m a friend of both,” I replied.
“I am sorry, madam,” the young man in

formed me nervously, “but I’m afraid you’ll 
just have to choose a side. You see, I 
haven’t any instructions on where to seat 
neutrals.”

Who can remember when the fall-out 
problem was something we could keep 
under our hats?

Television is a good way to check on 
just about where you stand in the age 
brackets.

A 5-year-old, looking scornfully at her 
11-year-old sister recently, said: “She’s a 
fine one to talk! When she was born there 
wasn’t even television!”

Many decisions by executives have no 
more solid foundation of knowledge than 
that of the grizzled old man who was ap
proached by a public opinion poll-taker 
and asked: “Sir, I would like to find out 
if you are in favor of continuing aid to 
Europe by our government.”

“Absolutely,” was the prompt answer.
“And what is your reason?”
“Heck, I’ve only just made my decision,” 

snorted the old man. “I haven’t figured out 
no reason yet!”

Vacation—It consists of 2 weeks, which 
are 2 short, after which you are 2 tired to 
return to work and 2 broke not to.

“What is that a picture of?” asked a 
small tot.

“That’s the Goddess of Liberty,” Big 
Brother replied. “You can always tell her 
’cause she’s got an ice cream cone in her 
hand.”

I am 13 and in the eighth grade at Hardy 
Junior High School. I go to Avondale 
Baptist Church.

My hobbies are cooking and collecting 
pictures. I have several pictures of

Love,

AUNT POLLY

Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

Frank was in school when the teacher 
said: “Who knows what the five senses 
are?”

Frank raised his hand and said, 
“Nickels.”
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Pastor Rings Doorbells And Baptisms Increase
SAVANNAH, Ga.—(BP)—The pastor 

of a five-year-old church who spends at least • 
half his time ringing doorbells has Georgia’s 
best baptism record and one that may be 
without equal anywhere else.

Grady L. Glaze, pastor of Riverside Bap
tist Church in Savannah, baptized 175 con
verts last year or one for every three mem
bers. The church started the associational 
year with 522 members and ended it with 
622.

The 175 baptisms was the third in the 
state, Taliaferro Baptist Church, just eight 
years old and also in Savannah, was second 
with 192. J. Carsewell Milligan is pastor.

First place in the state went to Mabel

White Memorial Baptist Church in Macon 
with 244. The church, with James W. Waters 
as pastor, has led Georgia for the last four 
years.

Glaze says that constant visitation is the 
secret of his record. He gives a minimum 
of two and a half days each week to visit
ing. When he exhausts the usual prospect 
cards, he makes his own house-to-house 
canvass. The church is in the center of 
four housing projects and has 
idents in its area.

Glaze said the professions 
throughout the year and only 

15,000 res-

were made
53 came in

the one revival. There were additions every 
Sunday with two exceptions.

Theologian Scores Modern 
Techniques to 'Sell' Religion

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (RNS)—The 
meaning of the Christian community and 
its Gospel is too often distorted by Modem 
techniques to “sell” religion, a theology 
professor charged here.

Dr. Roger Lincoln Shinn of Vanderbilt 
University Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn., 
pointing out that the world is “nervously 
looking for the new”—in cars, rockets, 
satellites, suburban developments, person
ality sciences and amusements—said the 
churches themselves suspect that some peo- 
pie are bored with the “old, old si 
the Gospel and try to “refurbish” ii 

He addressed the National Cot 
Churches’ Division of Home Missio 
annual assembly here.

ncil of 
is ninth
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“The god of the juke box,” Db Shinn 
declared, “is not the God of our Fathers. 
The god of the hidden and unhidden per
suaders, who urge us to claim him as a 
weapon against ‘atheistic commuism,’ is not 
the high and holy one who inhabits eternity. 
The vague somebody ‘upstairs’ is not the 
God who so loved the world that he gave his 
only son.”

He emphasized that “words and deeds” 
have told across the centuries the story 
which gave birth to the Church and its mis- 

■ sion. One weakness of missionary activity 
today, he said, is that “churches find it so 
much easier to extend the glad hand of 
welcome than to tell the news of what the 
Church is.”

In some cases, he charged, people visit 
the church many times before learning what 
it is or why it is there.

Describing the Christian mission as partly 
“to address contemporary society and to 
invite the hostile and indifferent to discover 
the Gospel,” he said, techniques that achieve 
that goal are good—provided they do not 
distort the Gospel.

Dr. Shinn called on the mission enter
prise to carry the message of healing “which 
the world needs.”

• &

Of the atom bomb, he observed that it 
was not the obligation of the Church “to 
become expert in technics of diplomatic 
maneuver or detection of explosions.” He 
added, however, “The Church can denounce 
blasphemous nationalism.”

Dr. Shinn also urged the churches to face 
the problems of urbanization more forth
rightly and to produce sociological “ex
perts” in such areas as juvenile delinquency, 
labor, automation, slums and television.

Psalm 37*5

£
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