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What do Tennessee Baptist women believe about 

courtship, marriage and family life? Turn to 

page 3 for their answers in the findings 

of a survey of 613 representative Baptist women 

in one part of our state.
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Union University has recently received a 
check for $2,000 from the Esso Education 
Foundation. This grant was given to be used 
to help meet expenses directly associated 
with undergraduate education. The Esso Ed
ucation Foundation was formed in 1955 for 
the purpose of giving financial aid to the 
nation’s privately supported colleges and 
universities so that they may continue to 
meet the ever-higher intellectual standards 
of modern society.

Oakwood Church, Knoxville, observed 
the 13th anniversary of Pastor L. C. 
Roberts, March 1. Brother Roberts came to 
Oakwood from Hall Street Church of 
Owensboro, Ky.

Miss Frances Perry of Jackson is the new 
church secretary at First Church, Humboldt, 
W. C. Garland, pastor.

Keating Armstrong is the new minister of 
education at Frayser Church, Memphis, P. 
O. Davidson, pastor. He succeeds Thurman 
Prewett, who is now with Shelby 
Association.
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J. H. Oakley will serve as interim pastor 
of Whitehaven Church. He informs us that 
as a parting gift to Pastor and Mrs. W. C. 
Furr the Whitehaven Church gave them a 
trip to the Holy Land. Bro. Furr retired 
from this pastorate on his 27th anniversary 
with the congregation.

From Boyd LeCroy’s newsy bulletin we 
glean the following items from Western 
District Association: Spring Hill ordained 
Herman Roberson to the ministry; Puryear 
ordained Henry Davis to the ministry; Big 
Sandy has called Loyd O. Baldwin of 
Munford, Tenn., as pastor; New Bethel will 
build some Sunday school rooms and has 
entered the Rural Church Development Pro
gram.

Homer Waldrop, one of Jackson’s leading 
attorneys, has been elected President of the 
Board of Trustees of Union University. He 
succeeds the late Dr. D. A. Ellis.

After sixteen years as pastor of Lamar 
Heights Church, Memphis, John W. Bass 
has resigned. His ministry there has been 
marked by 1,309 baptisms and 1,847 
additions by letter. The property has been 
built from “scratch” and is .valued at 
$400,000. Bro. Bass lives at 2539 Arlington, 
Memphis. He should be kept busy by the 
brethren.

The trustees of Union University have 
authorized a “man-to-man” campaign to 
erect a new $350,000 dormitory for men. 
A bequest in the amount of $25,000 from 
the will of Dr. D. A. Ellis will be the first 
money put into this effort. The building will 
bear the name of Dr. Ellis, who for 61 years 
was associated with Union.

Douglas E. Bowers of Louisville, Ky., has 
accepted a call to become minister of music 
at Ridgedale Church, Chattanooga, Lewis D. 
Ferrell, pastor. A native of Bossier City, La., 
Bowers has a bachelor of sacred music 
degree with a major in choral directing from 
Oklahoma Baptist University, and a master 
of sacred music degree from Southern 
Seminary. He previously served as minister 
of music at First Church, Wynnewood, 
Okla., and comes to Chattanooga from 
Parkland Chapel in Louisville. Mrs. Bowers 
is a native of Shawnee, Okla. They will 
reside at 2406 Shady Lane, Chattanooga.

W. Frank Carlton, retired pastor living at 
Martin, Tenn., is teaching three classes at 
Baptist Bible Institute, Mayfield, Ky. His 
service began January 12 and will continue 
through the spring term.

Jimmy T. Williams, an ordained Baptist 
minister and gospel singer, is a patient at 
West Tennessee T. B. Hospital, Memphis. 
He is a graduate of Union University and 
Golden Gate Seminary. Since his treatment 
will be prolonged Bro. Williams would emjoy 
hearing from his friends. His address is 
Room 404, 842 Jefferson Street, Memphis. 
He is a native of Jackson.

Ralph Norton, pastor of Red Bank 
Church, Chattanooga, will preach and 
Plunkett Martin of New Orleans Seminary 
will lead the singing in a revival at West 
Jackson Church, March 15-22. David Q. 
Byrd is the pastor.

Chilhowee Association—Franklin Bullard 
is the new pastor of Old Chilhowee Church. 
Wildwood Church has called Alexander Nis
bet as pastor and he began his work March 
8.

Harry Schweinsburg, Southern Baptist 
missionary to Colombia, was guest speaker 
at Prescott Memorial Church, Memphis, on 
February 22. J. B. Hester is the pastor.

F. M. Dowell, Jr., Nashville, will preach 
in a revival at First Church, Milan, March 
15-29. E. L. Smothers is the pastor.

Preston L. Ramsey, Jackson, supplied the 
pulpit of First Church, Ripley, on February 
22 and March 1 while Pastor Bernard Scates 
was on a preaching mission in Alaska. This 
effort was sponsored by the Home Mission 
Board. Dr. Ramsey’s health is improving 
and he is preaching just about every Sunday.

Earl Deusner, 14-year-old son of Pastor 
and Mrs. Edwin Deusner, received the “God 
and Country” Scouting Award in a special 
service at First Church, Lexington, on 
March 8. He is the first member of this 
church to obtain this coveted award.

Boulevard Church, Memphis, is engaged 
in selling $40,000 worth of bonds to pay the 
costs of remodeling Wright Auditori 
The building is complete now and a so 
of real joy to the Boulevard Church and t 
great pastor, C. M. Pickier.
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Courtship, Marriage and Family Life
By Herbert J. Miles and Ray F. Kaanaa, Camn>N«wflMH Callage

What do Tennessee Baptist women believe about courtship, marriage, and family 
life? In this article it is our purpose to answer this question by reporting to Tennessee 
Baptists the remainder of our findings in the survey of 613 representative East Ten
nessee Baptist women who hold major offices in the churches. The nature of the 
survey and methods used were described in detail in the first article. (See Baptist 
and Reflector, November 13, 1958.)

Approximately one half of the questions 
on the questionnaire used in the survey were 
planned to measure both the experience and 
the beliefs of Tennessee Baptist women 
concerning (1) courtship and marriage, (2) 
husband-wife relationships, (3) parent-child 
relationships, (4) attitudes concerning sex, 
and (5) home-church relationships. The de
tails of our findings follow.
Courtship and Marriage

The average Tennessee Baptist woman 
was 21 years of age at her first marriage. 
Those women age 60 and over were age 
22.4 at their first marriage as compared to 
age 19.8 for those age 29 and under. The 
difference reflects the modern trend (per
haps dangerous) for youth to marry at an 
earlier age. The survey revealed that the 
married women averaged knowing their 
husbands five years and seven months 
before marriage. This reflects the fact that 
many of them grew up in the same 
community with their husbands, knowing 
them from childhood. The period of time 
from their first date until their engagement 
averaged 1.7 years. Their engagement peri
od averaged nine months. This means that 
their total courtship period from the first 
date to marriage was approximately two 
years and five months. This total pre
marriage acquaintance and courtship period 
is well in line with the convictions of 
modern marriage counselors that the total 
courtship and engagement period should be 
approximately 116 to 216 years in length to 
give maximum assurance for happiness in 
marriage. When the women were asked 
“Did you and your husband pray together 
before you were married?” only 21 per cent 
responded “yes”.

The study revealed that the women feel 
the proper age for youth to have their first 
date is age 15 years and 4 months; the 
proper time for youth to begin going steady 
is age 18 years and 5 months; and the 
proper age for youth to marry is age 21 
years. We have previously stated that the 
average age of the women at their first 
marriage was age 21.

The women were asked their opinion 
about the part parents should play in the 
selection of a wife or husband for their sons 
or daughters. At one extreme, 12 members 
of the sample (only .2 per cent) feel that 
the parents should make the final decision. 
At the other extreme, 4.5 per cent feel that 

the decision belongs entirely to youth and 
that parents should not try to influence 
youth in the decision. The rest of the 
sample, 95 per cent, feel that parents should 
act only as counselors. This feeling is in 
striking contrast with the pattern in some 
other cultures where courtship processes are 
largely absent and parents select marriage 
companions for their children. Perhaps the 
Christian emphasis on (1) the dignity of 
human personality, (2) the inherent rights 
of persons, and (3) democracy explains the 
difference.

The women were asked “Do you approve 
of youth going steady in high school?” Only 
15 per cent replied “yes.” This answer is in 
line with their idea that youth should not go 
steady until age 18 years and 5 months. 
Only 13 per cent of the sample approve of 
recent trends that permit women to take the 
initiative in courtship, and only 20 per cent 
approve of trends toward the use of scientific 
marriage bureaus to help find a husband or 
wife. However, 54 per cent approve of a 
community social club for the purpose of 
helping unmarried people become ac
quainted in view of possible courtship and 
marriage, and 65 per cent approve of 
marriage where the wife is three to five years 
older than her husband.
Husband-Wife Relationships

The survey revealed that 15 per cent of 
the women were the same age as their 
husbands, 71 per cent were younger than 
their husbands and 14 per cent were older 
than their husbands. Only 36 per cent of the 
women participate in regular recreational 
activities with their husbands, while 58 per 
cent do occasionally and 6 per cent never 
have any recreational activities with their 
husbands. The study revealed that 20 per 
cent of the women’s husbands “take them 
out to eat” at a restaurant or cafeteria at 
least once per week, 40 per cent from one 
to three times per month, 25 per cent from 
one to 11 times per year, and 15 per cent 
never do.

Seventy-six per cent of the married 
women have joint checking accounts with 
their husbands. The married women were 
asked “Who makes the financial decisions in 
your home?” Only three per cent responded 
“I do,” and only 13 per cent responded “my 

st of our financialhusband makes • •L’L
decisions,” while 84 per cent replied “we, 
jointly, make the financial decisions.” When 

asked about how much their husbands help 
with the housework, two per cent of the 
women replied that he does more than one- 
half of the housework, and 20 per cent 
replied that he does about one-fourth of it, 
while 68 per cent stated that he only helps 
irregularly, and 10 per cent stated that he 
never helps with the housework. When asked 
“Do you employ someone to help with the 
housework?” three per cent replied “reg
ularly,” 27 per cent replied “part-time,” and 
70 per cent responded “never.” These 
responses indicate that most Tennessee Bap
tist women are not wealthly upper class 
women. Of those that did employ help, 43 
per cent employed Negroes and 57 per cent 
employed whites. This response reflects the 
fact that the economic level of Negroes has 
improved until it is more difficult to employ 
them for domestic services.

In an attempt to measure the happiness of 
the wives in the sample, we asked two 
questions. First, if you had your life to live 
over again, would you marry? Ninety-eight 
per cent replied “yes.” Secondly, would you 
marry the same person? Ninety-seven per 
cent replied “yes.” In contrast with this last 
response let us point out that Lewis M. 
Terman in 1938 asked 792 couples whether 
they would marry the same person if they 
had their lives to live over again, and 83 per 
cent of the husbands and 86 per cent of the 
wives said they would.
Parent-Child Relationships

The women of the sample feel that an 
ideal family should have four children (3.6). 
At the time of the survey they had 2 
children (2.1) per family which is near or 
slightly above the national average. Some of 
these families will have more children. 
Planned family conferences are held reg
ularly by 36 per cent of the sample, while 40 
per cent hold them irregularly, and 24 per 
cent never have such conferences. The 
women are rather optimistic in outlook, as 
revealed by the fact that 83 per cent feel 
that young people of today are as religious 
as youth were in their generation. However, 
only 37 per cent of the sample feel that the 
current increased freedom in social relation
ships between boys and girls is good, while 
63 per cent disapprove of this increased 
freedom. Boys and girls age nine to twelve 
are required to attend Sunday School and 
church by 95 per cent of the mothers, while 
only five per cent are allowed to decide for 
themselves whether they will attend. A 
money allowance is given to the children of 
67 per cent of the mothers of the sample. 
Of this group, 23 per cent supervise the 
spending of this allowance carefully, 69 per 
cent supervise it sometimes, and eight per 
cent never supervise it. Corporal punishment

(Please See Page 6)
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Observations Owen

Sound Reasoning
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It is very unusual for an author to have 
two books published in one year. Still more 
unusual if both those books are of unusual 
importance. But that is what Mr. Brooks 
Hays has done. His second within a year— 
in fact within six months—released March 
14, is from Chapel Hill, the University of 
North Carolina Press. Titled “A Southern 
Moderate Speaks” it pleads strongly for 
a moderate program of public education. 
We believe the plague of our land lies in 
the extremists who in too many instances 
have been the dominant voices.

Mr. Hays is the president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and a former Congress
man from the fifth district of Arkansas. His 
first book, “This World A Christian’s Work
shop” came from the Broadman Press, 
Nashville, October 8, 1958. Both books 
seek to apply Christian principles to the 
practical affairs of every day life. Both 
merit widest reading as present day issues 
confront us.

TAe Living Scriptures— by Jack Hamm
The Centuries Record A Warning

In his second volume Mr. Hays gives the 
first full account by a participant of the 
events which led to the Newport meeting 
of President Eisenhower and Governor 
Faubus as a result of the Little Rock school 
crisis. It is a very revealing story, giving 
the reader a better understanding of the 
extremists who had such a part in bringing 
on the unfortunate happenings.

Mr. Hays unequivocally recognizes the 
Supreme Court decisions as the law of the 
land, yet contends for the necessity of the 
greatest flexibility in local application. His 
plea is threefold: first, for recognition and 
enforcement of the constitutional rights of 
all children (as distinguished from the so
cial aspirations of their elders). The Ameri
can idea is upheld in this point. Second, 
for determination of educational policies 
to a large degree by individual communities. 
Application of constitutional rights must be 
achieved without violence. This is the 
Jeffersonian idea. Third, influences working 

for equality and justice (both inside and 
outside the political and governmental sys
tems) must be tirelessly devoted to these 
ideals in an attitude of love and patience. 
This, Mr. Hays reminds, is the Christian 
idea.

Mr. Hays reasons soundly for the con
ciliatory spirit which can bring about a 
peaceful solution to the desegregation issue.

Love, Marriage And 
Family Life

Points of weakness as well as indications 
of strength are revealed in the survey of 
Tennessee Baptist Women the second part 
of which is carried in this issue, page 3, of 
Baptist and Reflector. Dealing with at
titudes on courtship, marriage and family 
life the survey was conducted by the So
ciology Department of Carson-Newman 
College under the direction of Professor 
Herbert J. Miles.

The lack of family worship and “grace” at 
meals, regular conferences as a family, the 
unusually large number of women working 
outside the homes for pay, and failure to 
give guidance to children as they spend 
their allowance are pointed out by the 
compilers on the debit side.

On the other hand the high degree of 
family agreement and cooperation in fi
nancial matters, the realistic dealing with 
child discipline, the wholesome attitudes 
about courtship, the attachment to the 
church, and the amazingly large percentage 
indicating happiness in their marriage are 
reasons for real gratitude. This is an in
teresting disclosure. Turn to page 3 for 
the article on the findings of the survey 
on Courtship, Marriage and Family Life 
as disclosed by 613 representative Tennessee 
Baptist Women.

"Fire In My Bones"
One of the most stimulating books that 

has come to our attention is the 172-page 
volume “Fire in My Bones”, an illuminating 
treatment of the prophet Jeremiah and his 
period. Written by Dr. Fred M. Wood, 
pastor of Eudora Church of Memphis, this 
book is the outgrowth of his keen interest 
in the subject of Jeremiah for his doctoral 
dissertation at Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary.

In this day and time of distorted ideas 
of success in the ministry, the reading of 
this book will serve a wholesome purpose. 
The spiritual struggle of Jeremiah in the 
midst of the difficulties of his day to know 
and to declare the will of God is ably de
lineated in the pages of this book. Dr. 
Wood shows an enthusiasm for his study 
that is quite contagious. A chronological 
arrangement of the book of Jeremiah at the 
conclusion of the volume is very instructive.

Baptist and Reflector
i- *
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Questions Answered
(Address questions to T. A. Patterson, First 

Baptist Church, Beaumont, Texas)

How did "Brotherhood Week" sponsored by 
Protestants, Jews, and Catholics originate? 
What is your estimate of its value?—R. L.

The “national Conference of Christians 
and Jews” was founded in 1928 by Charles 
Evans Hughes, Newton D. Baker, S. Parkes 
Cadman, Roger W. Straus, Carlton J. H. 
Hayes, and others. Its purpose was: “to 
carry on a year-round program to build 
better human relations through educational 
organizations, religious organizations, com
munity organizations, labor-management or
ganizations and mass communications.” 
There was a feeling that “bigotry” had been 
shown by those who opposed Al Smith on 
the grounds of his being a Roman Catholic. 
He ran for the presidency in 1928. It 
was hoped that the conference could change 
this attitude.

“Brotherhood Week” was set up in 1934 
as a part of this program. In local com
munities it has usually featured addresses 
by a team, consisting of a Protestant, a 
Catholic, and a Jew.

Baptists are always willing to cooperate 
in any area unless it involves compromising 
their convictions. They are also in favor 
of any legitimate effort to create a better 
relationship among people of different faiths, 
but would not consider it “bigotry” to ques
tion whether a man could be a true Roman 
Catholic and a true friend of our demo
cratic institutions at the same time.

When three men, representing three dif
ferent faiths, appear together, they usually 
introduce the program with an affirmation 
of the universal fatherhood of God and the 
universal brotherhood of man. If this is 
true and if all men are now the children of 
God, then why bother to preach the Gospel 
to them? Furthermore, the Catholic prob
ably does not believe that the Protestant is 
a saved man and the same question will be 
in the mind of the Protestant concerning 
the Jew. The Jew will likely have his share 
of doubt also.

As Baptists, we will do well to stay with 
our conviction that there is no salvation 
outside of Christ. We should endeavor to 
act consistently with that belief but, at the 
same time, see that we respect those of other 
faiths. Our understanding of the New Testa
ment binds us to the principle of religious 
freedom. This course should be productive 
or more good than one which might tend 
to compromise us or the truth we teach.

This time-arrangement goes a long way 
toward helping meet the difficulty of com
prehending the book of Jeremiah with its 
mixture of prophetic discourses, biographi
cal material, and historical narratives, cov
ering a period of more than forty years.

Top-Level Conference
LOUISVILLE—(BP)—A top-level con

ference will be held at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here Mar. 30 with 12 
dismissed Southern professors invited to 
attend.

Baptist leaders present will be the semi
nary trustees, its president and faculty, and 
a special committee of Southern Baptist 
Convention presidents.

The trustees said the joint conference 
was called “for the purpose of effecting a 
reconciliation within the total seminary 
faculty.”

The nature of things to be discussed at 
the conference was not disclosed.

Calling of the conference was announced 
jointly by the trustees of the seminary, the 
administration, and the special committee 
of presidents.

The committee of presidents met first 
on Jan. 8. Since that time it has “spent 
many hours in face-to-face conference with 
members of the present faculty of the semi
nary, the dismissed professors, President 
(Duke K.) McCall and the trustees, and 
representatives of the alumni and the stu
dent body.”

In its progress report, the committee 
noted further:
“We have witnessed, throughout these 
progressive conferences, increasing hope for 
solution for this crucial situation at the 
level of New Testament reconciliation.”

Louie D. Newton, pastor, Druid Hills 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, is chairman of the 
committee. Other members are Conven
tion President Brooks Hays and former 
presidents J. W. Storer of Nashville, J. D. 
Grey of New Orleans, C. C. Warren of 
Charlotte, and R. G. Lee of Memphis.

The trustees issued their statement at 
the conclusion of their regular March meet-

Rooms All Taken
LOUISVILLE—(BP)—All hotel and 

motel rooms within a 10-mile radius of 
Louisville available to the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s housing bureau have been as
signed, bureau and Chamber of Commerce 
officials here have announced.

Meanwhile, requests for “as many as 
possible” of the reservations are being 
processed by making room assignments in 
surrounding areas for the Convention ses
sion in May, according to James C. Austin, 
bureau chairman.

Convention-goers are being urged to use 
rooms in private homes. These rooms are 
available at a cost of $2 per person per day.

Carver School of Missions and Social 
Work here has a limited number of rooms 
available without charge to missionaries and 
missionaries emeritus.

Persons interested in private home ac
commodations or missionaries interested in

Called At Southern
ing of the full board. The Mar. 30 session 
of the full board is a specially called one.

The Southern trustees also announced 
the promotions of five faculty members and 
the transfer of four others into new subject 
areas of teaching.

Promoted were:
Robert Allen Proctor, Jr., from assistant 

to associate professor of educational psy
chology.

G. Maurice Hinson from assistant to as
sociate professor of church music.

William C. Bushnell from assistant to 
associate professor of church music.

Vernon L. Stanfield from associate to 
full professor of preaching.

Herbert C. Jackson from associate to 
full professor of comparative religion and 
missions.

The four transferred and their old and 
new subject areas are:

Nolan P. Howington, associate professor, 
from preaching to Christian ethics.

Eric C. Rust, professor, from Christian 
apologetics to Christian philosophy.

Willian A. Mueller, professor, from 
philosophy of religion to church history.

Joseph A. Callaway from Old Testament 
interpretation to Biblical archaelogy.

The trustees elected a new chairman, J. 
Lamar Jackson, pastor, Southside Baptist 
Church, Birmingham, Ala., succeeding Wade 
H. Bryant of Roanoke, Va.

Jackson said the trustees’ regular March 
meeting, at which some phases of the 
seminary crisis were discussed, “was charac
terized by a genuine brotherly spirit and by 
a deep sense of dedication to the discharge 
of responsibilities.”

The special committee of six presidents 
called on Southern Baptists to pray espe
cially for the joint conference on Mar. 30.

Bring Water-Tight Topcoat
LOUISVILLE—(BP)—In planning a 

wardrobe for your convention trip to Louis
ville May 18-22, “preparedness” should be 
your guide.

Try to include medium-weight clothing 
which can be worn with a jacket or sweater 
to add warmth. A topcoat for the men 
and spring coat for women is necessary— 
all the better if it is water-repellent.

Local clothing styles certainly will not 
frown on any messenger’s Sunday attire. 
And don’t forget to stick a pair of com
fortable shoes in your bag for shopping 
tours and sightseeing.

Carver School facilities should write to 
Convention Housing Bureau, Box 191, St. 
Matthews Station, Louisville 7, Ky.

Dates of arrival and departure should be 
given, and each request must be 
accompanied by a check for $10, except in 
the case of the missionaries, Austin said.
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Courtship, Marriage and Family Life 
(Continued from Page J)

for children aged six to twelve was approved 
by 81 per cent of the women.
Attitudes Concerning Sex

Assuming that qualified teachers would 
be available, only 38 per cent of the sample 
approve of sex education in the grade 
schools, while 83 per cent approve of sex 
education in high school and 91 per cent 
approve of sex education in colleges. Stated 
negatively this means that 62 per cent of the 
women disapprove of sex education in grade 
schools, 17 per cent disapprove on the high 
school level and approximately 10 per cent 
never approve of sex education in any public 
school. When asked “Would you approve of 
a qualified woman teacher giving your 11-12 
year old daughter information about the 
menstrual period?” 83 per cent responded 
“yes.” The women were asked “Do you 
think that our churches should have some 
responsibility in the sex education of boys 
and girls?” and 71 per cent responded “yes.” 
When they were asked “Do you approve of 
sex relations previous to marriage?” 100 per 
cent replied “no.” Eighty-one per cent feel 
that a young girl should consult a marriage 
counselor or doctor before marriage.
Home-Church Relationships

The husbands of 93 per cent of the 
married women of the sample belong to 
Baptist churches. Of this group 91 per cent 
belong to the same church with their wives. 
Of these husbands that are Baptists, 76 per 
cent are very active church members, 17 per 
cent are active only part of the time and 7 
per cent are inactive. Only 56 per cent of 
the families of the sample practice family 
worship, that is, group scripture reading and 
prayer. Of these families, the husbands of 72 
per cent of them participate actively in their 
family worship. Seventy-five per cent of their 
families say “grace” before meals. We note 
that whereas 83 per cent of the city families 
say “grace” before meals, this is practiced 
by only 67 per cent of the families that live 
in the open country. Only three per cent of 
the women feel that their church 
responsibilities detract from their home life. 
(Many other facts concerning the religious 
life of these women were published in the 
first article.)
Conclusions

In our opinion, the survey reveals some 
rather major weaknesses of Tennessee Bap
tist women as related to courtship, marriage 
and the family. Some of these are as follows:

1) The families of almost one-half of 
these women church leaders do not practice 
family worship, and one-fourth of them do 
riot say “grace” at meal time in their own 
homes.

2) Almost two-thirds of these women do 
not enjoy the privilege of having regular 
recreational activities with their husbands. 
Perhaps the problem here may often be the 
husband.

3) Almost two-thirds of their families do 
PAGE 6

not have regular family conferences.
4) Forty-three per cent of the women 

work outside their homes for pay. This is 
higher than the average for the total 
population.

5) Over three-fourths of these women 
give only occasional or no supervision to 
their children while they spend their money 
allowance. What a wonderful opportunity 
these women are missing to teach their 
children some mature conceptions of values 
in life, including attitudes toward money 
and material things!

On the other hand, our survey reveals 
some facts about the attitudes of the women 
concerning courtship, marriage, and the 
family that make us proud of them and 
thankful for them. Some of them follow.

1) There seems to be a high degree of 
family agreement and cooperation. Over 
two-thirds of the women have joint checking 
accounts with their husbands. Financial de
cisions are made jointly by husband and wife 
in 84 per cent of the cases. In over nine- 
tenths of the families, neither the husband 
nor the wife feels that church life detracts 
from their family life.

2) The women have some realistic con
cepts concerning child discipline. Over four- 
fifths of the sample approve of corporal 
punishment for children ages 6 to 12. Over 
95 per cent require their children age 9 to 
12 to attend Sunday School and Church. 
Over two-thirds of them object to the 
current increased freedom in social relations 
between boys and girls.

3) The courtship practices of a nation 
are a major factor in determining the future 
of its homes and the ultimate structure of 
its society. In spite of the tremendous 
pressures of the communications system and 
of vested interests to paganize our courtship 
procedures, our Baptist women seem to hold 
intelligent ideas about courtship. They set 
the norm il time for youth to have their first 
date at not sooner than the 15th birthday 
and the normal time for a youth to start 
going steady at not sooner than their 18th 
birthday. This precludes going steady in high 
school. They insist that the period of 
courtship, from the first date until marriage, 
should last at least one and one-half to two 
and one-half years. They married at 21 and 
set 21 as the normal age for youth to marry 
today. This gives approximately 8 years after 
puberty for youth to grow into mental, 
emotional, spiritual and social maturity, be
fore the all-important step of marriage.

4) As compared with probable attitudes 
of 50 or 100 years ago, the women seem to 
have growing positive concepts concerning 
the place of sex in life and marriage. Over 
nine-tenths of them call for sex education 
in college, over four-fifths call for it in 
high school, and nearly three-fourths of 
them feel that the church should have some 
responsibility in the sex education of boys

Foundation Executives 
Name Shearin President

CORPUS CHRISTI,Tex.—1(BP)—George 
L. Shearin, endowment secretary for the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, was 
elected president of the Association of 
Baptist Foundation Executives at the group’s 
annual convention here.

Other new officers are Harry V. Smith, 
Sr., Atlanta, Ga., vice president, and Dr. 
Henry Huey, Nashville, Tenn., secretary
treasurer. Smith is executive secretary of 
the George Baptist Foundation. Huey is 
executive secretary of the Tennessee Bap
tist Foundation.

Foundation leaders from 26 states at
tended the four-day meeting to discuss 
“fundamentals of federal estate taxation, 
general promotion, investments and tax 
exempt organizations.”

Of particular interest to former students 
of Belmont College, Nashville, is the fact 
that Mrs. Henriette Bryan has moved from 
Acklen Hall to the home of her daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Bene
dict, Jr., on Curtiswood Lane, Nashville. 
Mrs. Bryan has been one of the most loyal 
and dearest friends of the students of Bel
mont College. In 1921, Mrs. Bryan came 
to the institution, then Ward-Belmont, to 
work. When Belmont College opened its 
doors in 1951, she became hostess of 
Heron Hall, where she was mother, nurse, 
and private consultant to “her boys.” Two 
years later she moved into her apartment in 
Acklen Hall and became hostess of Bel
mont College until she retired February 12.

and girls. Over four-fifths of the women 
approve a qualified woman teacher giving 
information about the menstrual period to 
their 11 to 12 year old daughters. Over four- 
fifths think that a young girl should consult 
a marriage counselor or doctor before 
marriage. We note with pride that the 
women were unanimous in rejecting pre
marital sex relations. These responses seem 
to be saying that Tennessee Baptist women 
think of sex as a normal part of total human 
life; so important that there should be 
careful education, so potential that there 
must be restraint and control, and so sacred 
that it must be exercised only within the 
framework of monogamous marriage.

5) There is abundant evidence that the 
homes of these women are centered around 
church Ffe. They are regular in attendance, 
shoulder the responsibility of three impor
tant church offices, and over four-fifths of 
them tithe. (See first article.)

6) The survey seemed to reveal that 
Tennessee Baptist women enjoy an abun
dance of happiness in marriage. For 
example, if they had their life to live over 
again, 98 per cent of them would want to 
marry and 97 per cent would want to marry 
the same person. This seems to say that 
Christian principles are conducive to happi
ness in marriage.

Baptist and Reflb



Preachers' Schools This Year, 
One Week

The Summer Preachers’ School at Union 
University, Jackson, is scheduled for June 
15-19 according to an announcement made 
by President Warren F. Jones. This year 
the sessions at Union will be limited to one 
week in keeping with the policy recently 
established by the State Missions Depart
ment for all campuses.

The Summer Preachers’ Schools, which 
are a cooperative project of the State Mis
sion Board and the Colleges, will all be 
limited to one week this year. Carson-New
man’s school will be held June 15-19. 
Belmont’s school is scheduled for June 8-12.

Robert L. Orr has been pastor of First 
Church, Dyersburg, for nine years. During 
this time the church has received 623 by 
baptism and 673 by letter and has given for 
all causes more than $700,000. Eleven men 
have been ordained to the ministry.

HIXSON—Groundbreaking services were held March 1 for the new sanctuary of Falling 
Water Baptist Church. Dr. Porter Routh, Executive Secretary of the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, was the speaker. This building will ac
commodate 450 people and is expected to be completed by late fall. In 1953, the Church 
began the first phase of a $100,000 building pogrom with construction of a $50,000 edu
cational building and interim auditorium. Other highlights of the day were the burning 
of the note on the educational building and the baptism of seven candidates into the 
fellowship of the church. In the six years Virgil R. Peters has been pastor there has been a 
steady increase in membership. Shown in the picture are (left to right) Fred Jackson, 
chairman of Finance Committee; Delmont Wilson, chairman of Building Committee; Dr. 
Porter Routh; Rev. Peters; John Bookout, chairman of Deacons; Frank Jackson, oldest 
member; Hoyt Selcer, chairman of Bond Program.

Kenneth Combs, Central Church, Oak 
Ridge, will preach in a revival at Calvary 
Church, Jackson, March 15-25. James A. 
Canaday is the pastor.

Ozzie Blumberg will serve as minister of 
music at Seventh Street Church, Memphis, 

* until June 1. T. J. Tichenor is the pastor.

Pastor Edwin E. Deusner, First Church, 
Lexington, will preach in a revival at 
Philadelphia Church near Waynesboro, 
March 15-22. A. L. Bishop is the pastor. 
W. C. Creasman of Nashville will assist First 
Church, Lexington, March 22-29.

First Church, McKenzie, L. H. Hatcher, 
pastor, is working with the Architectural 
Dept, of the Sunday School Board on 
preliminary plans for a much-heeded edu
cational building.

Rev. and Mrs. Dewey E. Mercer, 
missionaries to Japan, announce the birth of 
a son, Rodger Dale. The Mercers also have 
a daughter, Ramona Darlene. Their address 
is 252 Miyawaki-Cho, Takamatsu, Japan. 
Mrs. Mercer, the formar Ramona Hall, is a 
native of Blanche, Tenn.

Dr. and Mrs. John D. Freeman were 
crowned “king and queen” at the annual 
sweetheart banquet of Brainerd Church, 
Chattanooga. Dr. Freeman has served as 
interim pastor of the church since last 
October and will leave Brainerd upon the 
arrival of the new pastor, Rev. J. Ralph 
McIntyre, on April 20,

Jerry McGehe of Elora has been called 
pastor at Hannah’s Gap. He began his 

work, March 1. Randall Pulley is the new 
pastor of Northfork Church.—The Baptist 
Sayso.
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The many friends and relatives of the 
Rev. W. L. Howse, Sr., who is a native of 
of Tennessee and who served pastorates in 
his State for many years, will be happy to 
know that he is slowly recovering from a 
severe illness which hospitalized him on 
December 8. On February 14 he had re
covered sufficiently to be moved to the 
Taylor Convalescent Home, 843 North 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, where 
he will celebrate his 90th birthday on March 
28. His older son, W. L. Jr., is Director of 
the Education Division of the Baptist Sun
day School Board in Nashville, Tennessee.

First Church, Dunlap, elected the follow
ing to serve as deacons: Tom Page, Orillion 
Britton, Frank Hartman, Judge T. A. Greer, 
Jr., Roy Houston and Dr. John Wilhoit. 
Leon Riddle is the pastor.

H. K. Sorrell, pastor at Brownsville, 
assisted Pastor L. D. Kennedy and Maury 
City Church in a revival March 8-14.

Robert E. Phillips assumed his duties as 
pastor of Coldwater Baptist Church, Cold
water, Miss., March 1. For the past two 
and one half years he has been minister of 
education at Whitehaven Baptist Church, 
Memphis. Brother Phillips was ordained 
to the ministry by Highland Heights Church, 
Memphis, Dr, Slater A. Murphy, pastor, 
February 8.

First services in the Rosemark Mission 
were held Sunday, February 22, with Rev. 
H. W. Fawcett acting as superintendent of 
the Mission and as pastor. East Acres 
Church established the mission at 8156 
Rosemark Road, property purchased by the 
Millington church as a home for the pastor. 
Additions are planned for the building in 
which services are now being held. The 
first service was attended by 25 residents of 
the area, and a revival is scheduled for the 
week of March 22. Teachers and directors 
of the mission besides Brother Fawcett, are 
Mrs. Fawcett, J. W. P. Fleming, Mrs. 
Wayne Woodward and Mrs. Herman Skam- 
braks. East Acres Church began as a mis
sion from the Millington Church and has 
grown steadily since its beginning four 
years ago. It is located on Navy Road, east 
of the Naval Air Station and serves Bap
tists in the heavily populated area as well 
as the Rosemark area prior to the establish
ment of the mission.

Mrs. Laura N. Tull, wife of Dr. Selsus 
E. Tull of Hattiesburg, Miss., died on 
March 3 after several weeks in the hospital. 
Mrs. Tull was reared in Durant, Miss. She 
was a graduate of Shorter College of 
Rome, Ga. She was a worthy companion 
of Dr. Tull during his long and notable 
career as pastor and denominational leader 
in the ranks of Southern Baptists. One of 
Dr. Tull’s pastorates was with First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, Tenn. Mrs. Tull is sur
vived by Dr. Tull, two daughters and one 
son and five grandchildren.
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Womack A Green

PROGRAM - WOMAN'
^^uxiliaru to enness

MEETING IN SEV
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CHATTAN

Bryan Summar

President—Mrs. Roy W. Babb
Music Director—Mrs. Jean W. Stephens

Monday Afternoon, 2:00
Worship in Song
“Day by Day for the World I Pray”—

Miss Katharine Bryan
Miss Beulah Peoples

Miss Irene Priest

Mills Roselle

Organization
Presentation of

Hostess Committees
Memorial Service

Mrs. Fred Sterchi, Sr. 
Mrs. Luther Phillips

Business .
Appointment of Committees
Report of By-Laws Committee

Mrs. A. O. Herrington
Hymn
Report of Graduate School 

Representative

Special Music
Our Witness in Japan

Mrs. Lyle S. Moore, Jr. 
Dr. Nathan C. Brooks

Mr. Ed H. Brown
Mrs. W. R. Medling

Babb Priest

Monday Evening, 7:30
Worship in Song
“Day by Day for the World I Pray”
We Witness through Girls’

Auxiliary Miss Beulah Peoples
Our Witness in Colombia Miss Crea Ridenour
Special Music Ladies’ Quartet
Our Witness in the Homeland Dr. Arthur B. Rutledge 
Pantomime: “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”

Tuesday Al
Worship in Song 
“Day by Day for the Wor 
Our Witness in Tennessee

Societies

Hymn
Offering
Special Music
Our Witness to the Lan^ 

groups ' |

Tuesday Ai
Worship in Song 
“Day by Day for the Wor
Our Witness through the 1 

Offering
Witness to Nations at y<

Doorstep
Hymn
Our Witness through Woi ’ 

Union
Special Music
Our Witness in Malaya
Young Woman’s Auxiliz

First Methodist C

Brooks
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MISSIONARY UNION
e>nventie>n

NITY-FIRST YEAR
)GA, TENNESSEE, APRIL 6-8, 1959

All Sessions on Eastern Standard Time 
Nursery Available

•ning, 9j30 Tuesday Evening, 7:30
’ray”
>ugh Woman’s Missionary

Miss Mary Mills 
Miss Katharine Bryan 

Mrs. W. C. Summar 
Mrs. S. T. Bowlin 

Mrs. T. M. Deaton 
Mrs. Grover C. Lee

Worship in Song
“Day by Day for the World I Pray”
We Witness through Young Woman’s

Auxiliary Miss Abbie Louise Green
Recognition of YWAs of the Year
Special Music Mrs. Jean W. Stephens
Missionary Panel
Pantomime: “O Zion Haste”

Mrs. Jack D. Whitson

Mrs. Donald Weeks

•noon, 2:30

’ray” 
en State Missions 

Mrs. Bradford Duncan 
*
Mr. Charles M. Roselle

> Missionary
Miss Billie Pate 

Girls’ Trio 
Mrs. Carl Yarnell 

banquet 5:30
i

Wednesday Morning, 9:30
Worship in Song
“Day by Day for the World I Pray”
We Witness through Sunbeam

Bands
Business
Committee Reports 

Appreciation 
Greetings
Time and Place
Registration 
Nominating

Hymn
Our Witness in Nigeria
Special Music

Miss Abbie Louise Green

Mrs. D. Isbell

Mrs. Archie Dunaway, Jr.
Directors’ Quartet

Ye Shall be my Witness ... in Tennessee
Rev. F. M. Dowell, Jr.

Duncan Dowell



LIFE’S GREATEST DECISIONS 
can wide. a*

Plan Now For 
INTERMEDIATE DAY 

Sunday, April 26
The observance of Intermediate Day in 

your church can result in your Intermediates 
making some of life’s greatest decisions. 
Many churches make this an annual ob
servance. The results prove its worth. 
Every church should use this opportunity 
to honor and encourage their Intermediates 
and workers.

The spiritual purposes on which this day 
should be built are to win the lost to 
Christ; to give Intermediates an opportunity 
to deepen their commitment of life to 
Christ as Lord; to give Intermediates an in
vitation to respond to God’s call to church- 
related vocational service; to enrol pros
pects and reclaim irregular members; to 
deepen moral convictions of Intermediates; 
to strengthen and encourage workers with 
Intermediates.

Keep the day church-centered and thus 
strengthen the bonds that tie the Inter
mediate to his church and awaken and en
large the sense of responsibility of the 
church and its leaders to Intermediates.

Early, prayerful, and wise planning are 
necessary for the achieving of desired re
sults. Intermediates should be given an op
portunity to help in the planning. Parents 
should be present in the worship service 
when their Intermediates make decisions.

Suggested activities for the day include 
breakfast for Intermediates and their leaders; 
high attendance in Sunday school; emphasis 
on the proper functioning of class officers; 
Intermediates sitting in a body in the wor
ship service; wide use of Intermediates in
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State Training Union Officers
We present to you our State Training Union Officers who were elected at the State 

Training Union Convention in Paris, February 26-27. The 1960 Training Union 
Convention will be held in Gallatin, Tennessee on February 25-26.

PRESIDENT
T. D. MILLIGAN 

Educational Director 
First Church, Murfreesboro

VICE-PRESIDENT
DR. THURMAN PREWETT 

Associational Educational Director
Shelby Association

PASTOR-ADVISOR
REV. P. C. BROWN, JR. 

First Baptist Church 
Harrogate

the service; light supper at church; Train
ing Union; evening worship service.

For further suggestions on Intermediate 
Day, see in the April Builder “Intermediate 
Day, A Must for Every Church” by Myra 
Motley, Intermediate section, page 49. 
Copies of the free leaflet, “Intermediate 
Day” are available upon request from the 
Sunday School Department, Tennessee Bap
tist Convention, Belcourt at 16th Ave. S., 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Observe Intermediate Day in 
Year Church This Year!

Maurine Elder, Supt. of Int. Work

SECRETARY
HELEN JARRETT 

Office Secretary 
State Training Union Department

East Texas Baptist College
Marshall, Texas

Full Accreditation
Christian

Reasonable Rates 
Co-educational

Summer Session Begins June 8, 1959 
Fall Term Begins September 14/ 1959

CONTACT:
H. D. Bruce, President 

--------------------------- —-------------------------------------
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Next Training Union Convention At Gallatin 
by Gene Kerr

The Training Union Convention in ses
sion at Paris selected Gallatin for the 1960 
convention. According to Charles Norton, 
secretary of the Training Union Depart
ment, the group voted to accept the in
vitation extended by James Craine, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church.

The Rev. Darwin Milligan, educational 
director for First Baptist Church, Murfrees
boro, was elected president; Dr. Thurman 
Prewett, associate educational director for 
Shelby Association, vice-president; the Rev. 
P. C. Brown, pastor, First Church, Harro
gate, pastor advisor; and Miss Helen Jar
rett, Nashville, secretary.

Total registration for the two-day meet
ing reached 1,088 with 39 associations rep
resented. Western District led the group 
with 412.

The Rev. F. M. Dowell, Jr., told the group 
at the opening session that “never before 
has the world needed Christ as today.” He 
emphasized this by pointing out that “we 
live in perilous times. And we are under 
tension because of Communism, the threat 
of war in several areas of the world and 
racial strife here in our midst.”

“With the increase in most of Southern 
Baptist work, there still remain a million 
lost souls in Tennessee.” He continued by 
estimating that perhaps 90 per cent of the 
lost “did not know how to be saved” and 
stressed the importance of making the mes
sage simple.

Dr. W. Fred Kendall, executive secretary
treasurer, pointed out in his message at the 
evening session that one of our problems of 
today is the idea of “getting something for 
nothing.” The gambling man and “get rich

Dr. and Mrs. J. E. Lambdin compare 
notes prior to his appearance on the pro
gram, where they were each presented a 
piece of luggage.

First to Register—Monnie Adams, East 
Hill Baptist Mission, Knoxville. Helping 
to register is Mrs. J. C. Roberts. Mr. 
Adams, who is T. U. director for his 
church, got up at 2:00 a.m. to make the 
trip.

Goldie Faye Scale, Betty Sue Burke, 
Reba Sue Lambert, along with their 
pastor, P. C. Brown and wife, look over 
free literature during the convention.

quick” plans are examples. “What we have 
is not ours, we have only been entrusted 
with it, which makes us trustees. This in
cludes time, talent and opportunity, as well 
as material possessions.” He added, “be
cause God has blessed us, we are the richest 
nation in the world, with an estimated na
tional income of 355 to 360 billion dollars.”

In appreciation of the long service of 
Dr. J. E. Lambdin, secretary of the Train
ing Union Department of the Baptist Sun
day School Board, the state Training Union 
Convention presented Dr. and Mrs. Lamb
din each with a piece of luggage.

Dr. Lambdin, who is retiring as of De
cember 31, 1959, has served 34 years with 
the Training Union Department. A native 
of East Tennessee, he was the first presi
dent of the state Training Union Conven
tion, which was organized at Chattanooga 
in 1916.

Dr. H. Franklin Paschall, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Nashville, in his mes
sage at the closing session asked the ques
tion, “Who is Jesus?” He pointed out that 
many have begun to substitute “science” 
for Lord in the Twenty-Third Psalm. He 
said that science cannot save us, and pointed 
out the fact that we are spending 85 per 
cent of the national budget for some form 
of defense.

Baptist Annuity Board 
Meets In New Quarters

DALLAS—(BP)—Directors of the Re
lief and Annuity Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention heard reports here on 
two new programs of promotion which have 
been put into operation recently.

Floyd B. Chaffin and L. Taylor Daniel, 
associate executive secretaries, made the re
ports during the first session of the Board’s 
41st annual meeting in its new 15-story 
building.

Chaffin told about 60 directors and field 
men the program which now encourages the 
church to pay 10 per cent of the pastor’s 
salary toward his retirement has met with 
“more success than we had anticipated.”

He said the churches are showing “great 
enthusiasm” for the new approach because 
it removes the liability from it in case the 
pastor dies, becomes disabled or retires 
while serving as its minister.

Daniel, who handles the denomination’s 
relief program, explained a plan which en
courages Baptists to establish memorials in 
the form of trusts for aged ministers. He 
called the program “The Minister’s Memo
rial Fund.” Each state will establish its 
own fund to be administered through the 
board.

The directors were shown through the 
new building built primarily as an invest
ment at a cost of about $3^ million.

LOOKING
TOWARD

When your young people look 
toward marriage, then look to this 
series of booklets for answers to 
those all-important questions they 
have about selecting and living 
with their life's partner.

• LOOKING FOR SOMEONE?
• WHAT IS LOVE?
• MY FOLKS DON'T UNDER

STAND
• MARRIAGE AND MONEY
• MATURITY FOR MARRIAGE
• RELIGION AND MARRIAGE
• WHEN FAITH IS NOT SHARED
• WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
• THERE THEY GO! WILL THEY 

BE HAPPY TOGETHER?

J5c EACH, $1.50 PER DOZEN

at your BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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by Herbert C. Gabhart

For the Propagation of the Baptist Faith
Paragraph IX of his last will and testa

ment contained these words: “the assets 
remaining of my estate to the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation for the propagation of 
the Baptist faith.” And that was D. A. 
Ellis. He wanted every penny of his earthly 
accumulations to go to the cause of Christ 
as represented by the Baptists. He was a 
dyed-in-the-wool Baptist. No one knows 
just how much “assets remaining in my 
estate” will mean to the denomination. Prior 
to that part of the will, Dr. Ellis had made 
specific cash bequests totaling approximately 
$90,000, all of this amount to Baptist 
causes. The stipulation in his will was an
other way of expressing what he had said 
over and over, “I want every cent of my 
estate to go on serving the causes to which 
I have given myself through the years.”

A short time before his death, knowing 
that the time was brief, he deeded his 
property to the Tennessee Baptist Founda
tion to be handled according to the speci
fications of his will. The bulk of his estate 
consisted of 765 acres of land near the city 
limits of Memphis in the community of 
Cordova. In years to come the value of 
this property could easily double or triple. 
It is valued now at $200,000. He felt that 
in the years to come his land would be of 
much greater value, and fixed everything so 
that the Foundation could take advantage 
of this, and the Baptists would be the bene
ficiary.

Stewardship to David Alvin Ellis was 
more than just giving; it was planning wisely 
how to save, to give, to share, and how to 
manage in order to take advantage of trends 
and economic conditions.

About two weeks before his death, I was 
sitting in the hospital room figuring out some 
of the cotton accounts of his tenants. He 
told me to go to the courthouse and get 
a statement of his taxes for the year. “I 
don’t want to leave the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation my property with a cent due 
on anything.” The payment of these taxes 
constituted one of the last financial acts of 
his earthly life.

But lest I should get ahead of the story 
of “D. A. Ellis—for the Propagation of the 
Baptist Faith,” let me review briefly his 
unusual, yet quiet and simple life.

He was born eighty years ago in Cor
dova, Tennessee, about ten miles from the 
present city limits of Memphis. He grad
uated from Union University and never 
severed connection with that institution until 
his death. He served for more than thirty 
years as chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of that university, and for the last thirteen 
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years gave the opening address to the stu
dents at the beginning of the fall term. His 
pastorates included First Baptist Church, 
Dyersburg, Tennessee; West Jackson Bap
tist Church, Jackson, Tennessee; First Bap
tist Church, Corinth, Mississippi; LaBelle 
Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, 1911; 
and his last one, McLean Baptist Church, 
1925-48, and he served as pastor emeritus 
of that church until his death. He had a 
major part in founding several Baptist 
churches and was one of the organizers of 
the Baptist Children’s Home at Highway 
64-70 intersection just outside Memphis. A 
building there on the campus of the home 
bears his name, while the chapel in the 
Student Union Building at Union Uni
versity also bears his name. He was very 
active in the early days of Baptist Memorial 
Hospital. He was a former member of the 
Executive Committee of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, and for a number of years 
was moderator of Shelby County Associa
tion. His wife, Ora Wilson Ellis, died in 
September, 1957, and. their only daughter, 
Mrs. Mark B. Wallace, died three months 
later.

He lived simply that he might give gen
erously. Scores of persons, especially young 
people trying to secure a college education, 
have been blessed by his philanthropy. He 
loved to give to the causes of the local 
church. He enjoyed giving the first dollar 
or the last. He wanted things started and 
he wanted them finished. He had little pa
tience with men who shoot for an initial 
big splurge and fail to follow through. As 
a testimony to this sterling character trait, 
Union University’s Board of Trustees voted 
recently to use the $25,000 which he left 
the college to be the first gift toward the 
erection of a men’s dormitory bearing his 
name.

Shortly after comieg to the pastorate of 
McLean Church, nearly eight years ago, 
I soon learned that D. A. Ellis was a well- 
known name in the city. I frequently joked 
him, saying, “Dr. Ellis, if I ever meet any
one of importance in this town who doesn’t 
know you, I am coming to get you and 
introduce you to that person.” Many times 
the Baptists of Shelby County have found 
his friendship with the leaders of govern
ment and civic endeavors of significance 
to the Baptist cause. He took a very lively 
interest in politics, being a close friend to 
the late E. H. Crump, longtime political 
boss of Memphis. On every occasion, how
ever, Dr. Ellis was speaking a good word 
for Baptists. He would frequently tell out
standing leaders in banking and political life,

“If you knew what the Baptists believe, 
you might be one.” During the last year 
of his life, he spoke many times of the need 
of a pamphlet’s being written on the sub
ject, “Know the Baptists. You Might Be 
One.”

One of the most rewarding experiences 
of my life, and I think of his life also, 
came through the fine fellowship he and I 
had together as pastor and pastor emeritus. 
He was asked time and time again how the 
two of us got along. His answer was, “I 
take great joy and pride in seeing my suc
cessor do things I did not accomplish and 
do some things better.” This kind of spirit 
was possible because he loved the church, 
he wanted it to succeed. He never lost his 
vision nor taste for progress. Senility and 
dullness of vision never overtook him. He 
felt that there was no reason why two men 
called of God shouldn’t find fellowship of 
the deepest and sweetest order. He was 
right. He did his part. He created no ob
stacles for me. He was my supporter from 
the word, “go.” If he got in my way it 
was always far out in front, in the way I 
and the church should go. Even though 
nearly forty years separated us, our souls 
found harmony and fellowship. Of this I 
must speak no more, lest it become too per
sonal and seemingly self-laudatory.

He was a theologian of the first rank. 
He got his theology the hard way. He dug 
it out of the sacred pages. Probably no man 
of West Tennessee ever matched him on the 
question of the Millennium. He was a terror 
for the “pre” and the “post” millennists. 
His concept of the Kingdom as here and 
now, and his view of Christ as a ruling 
monarch, with whom his covenant was 
made, stood right in the middle of his 
theology. Young preachers found him a 
source of delight as well as danger. I have 
heard many men say, “Dr. Ellis, I have 
never heard anything like that, and I think 
you are right. I only wish you would put 
those thoughts in writing.” He did finally 
get down to writing a few things and I have 
them on my desk for revision. He knew 
the Baptists were right. He enjoyed taking 
the concept of the local church to the limit. 
Helping to start new churches was one of 
his greatest attributes.

He has been dead now sixty days at the 
time of this writing. But his spirit is very 
much alive here in our city and church. 
He will never die in that respect. He was 
not an individual but an institution. His 
footprints are deeply engraved upon the 
ground he loved so dearly, Memphis and 
Shelby County.

Two things will ever stand out in my 
mind about this man who wanted above 
everything to please God and promote the 
cause of Baptists. First, he had the unusual 
ability to disagree and not be disagreeable. 
He carried no malice or revenge. He was 
a team man; if defeated in his cause, he 
would go with the majority. Second, he 
was a man with the conviction that life 
consisted in doing God’s will through a

a? JI
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Attendances and Additions, Sunday, March 8, 1959

Church s.s. T.U. Add.

Alcoa, Calvary ...................... .... 284 84 5
Central .............................. . . .. 285 81 . a

First .................................. .... 536 210 • a

Ashport .................................. .... 87 64 1
Athens, Antioch ..............

East ..................................
.... 179
. ... 511

78
178

• •

First .................................. .... 684 199 3
Avalon Heights ..............
West End Mission ..........

.... 85

. . . 64
44
37

• •

North .................................. . . . . 266 128
Idlewild .............................. 64 28 a a

Lake View ...................... 47 34 * .

McMahan Calvary ..........
Mt. Harmony ................
Mt. Verd ..........................

.... 89
84
68

44
38
28

• •

Niota, First ......................
Parkway ..........................

.... 149

.... 47
39
44

• •

Rodgers Creek ..................
Union Grove Meigs ....
Valley Road ..................

52
.... 44

61

22
50

• •

Valley View ...................... .... 17 7
West View ...................... .... 69 33
Wild Wood ...................... .... 103 53
Zion Hill .......................... 54 37

Bemis, First ...................... .... 415 130
Blaine, Block Spring.......... .... 132 49
Bolivar, First ...................... .... 390 139 2

Mission .............................. 47
Brighton .............................. .... 270 115

Munford ..........................
Bristol, Calvary ..................

67
. ... 435

33
62

Brownsville .......................... .... 540 128 2
Camden, First .................. .... 401 106
Chattanooga, Avondale .... .... 684 187 3

Chamberlain Avenue .... .... 223 96 . a

Concord .......................... . ... 461 184 1
Eastdale .......................... .... 530 137 1
East Lake ...................... . ... 578 170
East Ridge ...................... . . .. 819 309
Northside ........................ .... 431 104 *

Red Bank ........................ .... 1100 344 3
Ridgedale .......................... .... 568 200 * a

Ridgeview ...................... . ... 273 114 - .

Spring Creek .................. . . . . 496 160 . a

White Oak ...................... . . . . 467 131
Woodland Park .............. .... 444 161 -

' Clarksville, First .............. .... 860 200 3
Little West Fork .•........ .... 139 48 3
New Providence .............. . . . . 271 103 3
Pleasant View .............. . . .. 255 114

Cleveland, First .................. .... 728 248 3
Macedonia ...................... .... 142 52
Maple Street...................... .... 104 57 1

Clinton, Second .................. .... 520 119 3
Columbia, First .................. .... 600 202 6

Highland Park................ .... 350 162 4
Cookeville, First .................. .... 562 139 - .

Crossville, First .................. . . . . 261 75 4
Daisy, First .......................... . . . . 300 103
Decatur, First ........ .............. .... 102 51 . a

Walnut Grove .................. . . . . 67 52
Dyer, First .......................... . ... 286 90 4

New Bethlehem .............. . . . . 227 114
Dyersburg, First .............. .... 747 215
Elizabethton, First ..........

Reservoir Hill ..................
.... 545
. . . . 27

144 • •

Oak Street ...................... .... 152 79 1
Siam .................................. .... 207 84 a .

Etowah, First .................. .... 374 108 2
Etowah, North .............. .... 459 137 • •

Fountain City, Central .... 1261 343 a a

Smithwood ...................... .... 889 250
Friendsville, First .......... . . .. 168 81
Gallatin, First ...................... .... 742 282 4

Southside Chapel .......... .... 109 61 • a

West Eastland .............. .... 42 29 a

Gleason, First ...................... .... 176 65 1
Grand Junction, First . . . . .... 113 59
Greeneville, Second.............. .... 183 69
Harriman, South.................. .... 462 165 2

Trenton Street .............. .... 605 157 - .

Henderson, First .............. .... 229 77 2
Hendersonville, Rockland . . 35 19 . a
Hixson, First ...................... .... 401 194 1

Memorial .......................... .... 193 73 3
Middle Valley .................. .... 149 68 • •

Humboldt, Antioch ...................... 270 104
Emmanuel .............................. 245 93

Jackson, Calvary ...................... 684 258
Englewood .............................. 189 69
First .......................................... 985 288
North ....................................... 345 171
Parkview .................................. 512 198
West ........................................... 1034 474

Johnson City, Central .............. 802 163
Clark Street .......................... 252 65
North ....................................... 41 18
Temple ....................................... 382 122
Unaka Avenue ...................... 429 138

Kenton, Macedonia...................... 88 61
Kingsport, Colonial Heights . . 191 55

First .......................................... 797 192
Glenwood .................................. 400 145
Litz Manor .............................. 203 99

Knoxville, Alice Bell .................. 382 113
Beh Avenue .......................... 1027 298
Broadway ............................  1302 504
Central (Bearden) 724 255
Fifth Avenue .......................... 857 276
First ........................................... 1074 275
Inskip ...................................... 711 217
Lincoln Park .......................... 1094 330
Meridian .................................. 550 130
Sevier Heights .......................... 753 298
South ........................................... 598 221
Tennessee Avenue .................. 147 81
Wallace Memorial .................. 504 187
Washington Pike .................. 338 79

LaFollette, First ...................... 374 96
LaGuardo ...................................... 132 70
Lawrenceburg, First .................. 260 79

Meadow View .......................... 55 40
Highland Park ...................... 251 90

Lebanon, Fairview .................. 319 105
First .......................................... 566 175
Hillcrest...................................... 124 81
Rocky VaUer .......................... 121 86

2
3

5

2
2
3

3

1

2

8
11

9

1
3

2
5
1

1

4

•
4
1
2

Reporters
Please remember to mail your report 

qn Monday and give us the name of 
the church. We can not use reports 
which reach us after Wednesday morn
ing. Mail your card or letter to BAP
TIST AND REFLECTOR, Belcourt at 
16th Avenue, South, Nashville 5, Tenn.

Lenoir City, First .................. 564
Kingston Pike .......................... 122

Lewisburg, First.......................... 611
Livingston, First ...................... 162
Madisonville, Chestua .............. 105

First .......................................... 291
Mission ....................................... 61

Malesus ........................................... 2fe8

strong faith in Jesus Christ. Seven years 
ago he had an operation for a malignancy. 
While recovering he stated to a friend, 
“Don’t pray for me to live unless God has 
something that I can do.” Just a few days 
before his death, with the malignancy 
spreading throughout his body, he said, “I 
am about worn out. Before many days you 
will hear that I am dead. That will be fine. 
I will have died with my faith as strong as 
the greatness of Jesus Christ.” And so he 
lived and so he died.

Martin, Central .......................... 281
Southside .................................. 80

Maryville, Broadway .................. 765
Everett Hills .......................... 562
First ......................................... 963
Grandview .............................. 195
Madison Avenue ...................... 145
Monte Vista .............................. 234

McMinnville, Magness Memorial 425
Forest Park .............................. 63
Shellsford .................................. 206

Mt. Pleasant, First .................. 206
Sandy Hook .............................. 24
Scott Town .............................. 11
Swan Creek .............................. 28

Memphis, Ardmore .................. 708
Baptist Center ...................... 64
Bartlett ...................................... 390
Bellevue ...................................... 2571
Berclair ......................................  1084
Beverly Hills .......................... 622
Boulevard .................................. 749
Boulevard Mission .................. 74
Brooks Road .......................... 258
Brunswick .............................. 176
Calvary ...................................... 250
Central Avenue ...................... 988
Glen Park .................................. 155
Charjean .................................. 505
Cherokee .................................. 1085
Lamar Terrace ...................... 81
Colonial ...................................... 762
Eads .......................................... 81
Egypt ...................................... 165
Emmanuel .............................. 150
Eudora ...................................... 785
Fairlawn .................................. 478
First .......................................... 1812
Fisherville .............................. 160
Forest Hill ........... •................. 106

224
62

149
64
45

126
30

104
67
39 

403 
333 
293
98
77 

124 
115

40 
142 
116

290
54

166 
926
400
209
241

29
188

76
85

322
76 

.183
412

60
302
56
86
81

297
211
844

60
64

1
1

7
1
3 
1
3
4
1

4

3

3
9
7

1

7

5

4
3
3
2

14
4

2
5

11
1
2

Frayser, West .......................... 392 174
Graceland .................................. 656 238
Graham Heights...................... 270 85
Highland Heights ................ 1579 681
LaBelle ...................................... 452 214
LaBelle Chapel ...................... 503 250
LeaClair .................................. 303 113
Leawood .................................. 889 283
Longcrest .................................. 135 87
Longview Heights .................. 456 190
Malcomb Avenue .................. 223 120
Mallory Heights .................. 237 87
McLean ...................................... 585 223
Merton Avenue...................... 492 131
Oakhaven .................. . . . 212 82
Oakville .................................. 355 110
Rugby Hills.............................. 203 80
Sky View ... 163 107
Southland ........   223 118
Southmoor ... . . . 242 104
Speedway Terrace . ... 894 248
Temple ...................................... 1218 392
Thrifthaven .... ... 615 309
Mission ...................................... 72 54
Trinity ...................................... 554 213
Union Avenue .................. 1148 365
Wells Station.......................... 652 289
Whitehaven .............................. 610 113

Milan, First.................................. 457 154
Murfreesboro, First .................. 671 152

Calvary ...................................... 132
Mt. View .................................. 176 88
Third .......................................... 343 90

Nashville, Bethany ...................... 41 25
Brook Hollow .......................... 347 94
Charlotte Road ...................... 81 50
Crievewood ..........................    360 105
Dickerson Road ...................... 355 107
Fairview .................................. 213 91
County Hospital...................... 12
Jordonia .................................. 38 29
Freeland .................................. 143 64
Gallatin Road.......................... 407 140
Glendale .................................. 199 56
Grace .......................................... 1078 390
Grandview .............................. 583 126
College Grove .......................... 35 35
Harsh Chapel.......................... 177 65
Immanuel .................................. 368 123
West End Chapel .................. 61 31
Inglewood .................................. 1110 340
Cross Keys .............................. 49 53
Trinity Chapel...................... 182 87
Ivy Memorial .......................... 434 163
Joelton ...................................... 369 133
Lincoya Hills .......................... 407 82
Madison, First ...................... 649 250
Neelys Bend.............................. 129 71
Radnor ...................................... 634 218
Riverview .................................. 74 43
Scottsboro .............................. 132 42
Seventh .................................... 270 108
Haywood Hills .......................... 108 64
Shelby Avenue.......................... 518 173
Una .......................................... 301 155
Woodmont .............................. 678 226

Oak Ridge, Calvary .................. 271 163
Robertsville .............................. 764 231

Old Hickory, First .................. 648 210
Rayon City .............................. 216 102
Temple ...................................... 207 122

Oliver Springs, Beech Park . . 177 102
First ...............................................230 80

Parsons, Calvary ...................... 42 26
Pigeon Forge .............................. 220 96
Portland, First .......................... 373 123
Pulaski, First .............................. 389 116
Rockwood, First ...................... 528 188
Rutledge, Oakland .................. 97 28
Sevierville, Alder Branch .......... 121 85

Antioch ...................................... 112 78
Beech Springs.......................... 210 99
Dupont ...................................... 98 52
First .......................................... 527 132
Knob Creek .............................. 121 56
Zion Hill ................................ 116 59

Shelbyville, First ...................... 465 109
Sidonia, Pleasant Grove .......... 108 33
Smyrna, First .............................. 257 92
Somerville, First ...................... 285 143
Spring City, First ...................... 196 54
Summertown .............................. 108 44
Sweetwater, First ...................... 409 79
Tullahoma, First ...................... 496 127

Lincoln Heights ...................... 65 20
Highland .................................. 201 128

Union City, First ...................... 695 248
Samburg .................................. 69 51
Second ...................................... 304 116

Watertown, Round Lick .......... 195 64
Whiteville .................................. 167
Winchester, First ...................... 306 50

Southside .................................. 34

2 
1
3
7
1
8

2
1

3

5
3
7

12
1
2
2
2
5
1
1
3
2

1
5

5
1

2

1
2
2
7

2

8
4

9
5 

i

1

6
2

5

4

1

i

7

2

5
1

Sweet onion plant assortment approximately 
500 plants $2 postpaid fresh from Texas 
Plant Company, Farmersville, Texas, "Home 
of the sweet onion."
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 22, 1959
By O. L. Rives, Professor of Religious Education, Carson-Newman College

Forgiveness Through The Cross
TEXTS: Luke 23:18-49 (Larger)—Luke 23:33-46 (Printed).

“I believe in the forgiveness of sin”. 
Thus reads a part of an old creed. The 
statement means much to one who has 
forsaken sin and placed trust in Jesus 
Christ for the salvation from sin. In this 
manner the creed becomes an expression 
of an experience in the heart and life of the 
one who utters it. Apart from the ex
perience, the utterance possesses no gen
uine religious value whatever. Jesus claimed 
to have the power to forgive sins (Lu. 
7:48; Mk. 2:5). Those who know Him 
as Saviour today know He forgives sins.

Our printed text of this lesson reminds 
us that this forgiveness is made possible 
through Jesus’ death upon the Cross. The 
Cross, then, illustrates the horror of sin 
as well illuminates the marvelous love of 
God for those who have sinned and turned 
away from the same. The Cross, also, con
fronts every person. Because Jesus died 
on the Cross, the solution of the problem 
of sin in each person’s life can become a 
glorious reality. For if He had not so 
died, the righteous for the unrighteous, no 
one could be saved.
Punishment and Petition (vv. 33, 34)

Jesus, who had done no wrong, was 
nevertheless being punished by those who

Peter Marshall's
inspiring story of

THE FIRST EASTER

Edited and with an 
introduction by

Catherine Marshall
From the many inspiring Easter 
sermons of her late husband, 
Catherine Marshall has woven 
a magnificent dramatic narra
tive of Easter. Here in this 
illustrated book are all the un
forgettable scenes, from the 
Last Supper to the resurrection. 
(6m) $3.50

Order from your
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

objected to His claims of being God. He 
was bearing the sins of mankind as He was 
crucified. As a symbol, He was placed be
tween two men who had actually done 
wrong. Crucifixion was not only cruel and 
painful but it was also meted out to crimi
nals. It was a sign of disgrace, so recog
nized by those who saw it administered. 
Jesus’ concern took the form of a petition 
in behalf of those who were responsible for 
His death, rather than for Himself. And 
this was indeed characteristic of His entire 
life. He thought of others before He thought 
of Himself. Thus the first of the Seven 
Sayings on the Cross has been chosen for 
our Golden Text. The scene is black with 
hate but love shines.

Profanity and Proclamation (vv. 35-38)
The blood-thirsty mob was profanely 

clamoring for Jesus’ descent from the Cross 
as a sign of His deity. The soldiers, after 
offering Him vinegar, challenged Him to 
assert His right as a king and save Him
self. But if He were to save Himself, in 
that situation, He could not become the 
Saviour of the world. The writing on His 
cross proclaimed Him as the king of the 
Jews. It was written in three languages: 
Greek, Latin and Hebrew. There could be 
some significance at this point. The first 
was the language of the intellectual. The 
second was the language of government and 
commerce. The third was the language of 
the one interested primarily in religion.

Penitence and Promise (vv. 39-43)
One of the thieves dying on the cross at 

the side of Jesus became penitent and asked 
to be remembered by Jesus when He came 
into His kingdom. In addition to his peni
tence, he became repentant. He must have 
sensed, at least dimly, what no other dis
ciple perceived up to this time, namely, 
that Jesus’ kingdom was spiritual in nature 
instead of material. Thus he requested a 
part of it, knowing that both he and Jesus 
were already in the process of dying. In any 
case, the promise made to him by Jesus 
was clear and specific in the words of an
other of the Seven Sayings: “Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise”. To suggest 
anything else than a promise is utterly out 
of keeping with the situation and the Per
son who uttered it.

Pall and Passing (vv. 44-46)
God spread the pall of darkness over 

the scene for three hours. It could not have 
been an eclipse since the moon was full. 
It began at noon which is usually the bright
est time of the day. It must have been 
miraculous when the merciful Father drew 
the curtains around the pathetic and hor
rible scene of the death of the Son. In 
addition, the thick veil of the Temple was

Prominent Baptist Layman 
To Keynote Student 
Convention

Mr. Fred Smith of Fred Smith Associates, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, will be the opening 
speaker of the Tennessee Baptist Student 
Convention, First Baptist Church, Knox
ville, Tennessee, April 3-5. He will speak 
on Friday evening and his subject will be 
“The Meaning of Christian Self Discipline”. 
The theme of the Convention is “Disci
plined for Today’s Demands.”

Fred Smith is a well-known speaker for 
business conventions, and is a leading con
sultant for management and labor prob
lems. He was formerly associated with the 
General Shoe Corporation and at one time 
was Vice-President of the Gruen Watch Co. 
He frequently appears before conventions 
of the employees of large corporations, 
speaking on some phase of the subject of 
discipline. He is also affiliated with Chris
tian Laymen, Inc., which is headed by 
Howard Butt, Jr. This organization con
ducts special evangelistic meetings.

Charles Emerson, State Baptist Student 
Union President will preside at each ses
sion of the Convention. Mr. Woodrow 
Wall, Minister of Music at the First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, will direct the music.

rent as a symbol that henceforth each soul
should have iniii ediate access to God.
Following this, Jesus’ soul passed from this 
world to the next. He died.

Through Your Own State 

BAPTIST FOUNDATION 
ASK YOUR PASTOR OR WRITE

TENNESSEE BAPTIST FOUNDATION 
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave.,South, Nashville,Tenn.

(.OU^
MAKE THEM
FREE

^From FEAR
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il ^oung South— 
I W

Thank you for the letters that have come 
since last week. More new friends have 
written word pictures which I can share with 
Young South readers. Some “old” friends 
are trying to bring their word pictures up-to- 
date. That is a great help, and I hope these 
friends will make many new pen pal friends 
through their recent letters.

As you read today’s letters, watch for 
facts that are especially interesting to you. 
Circle the ages of writers, and perhaps their 
school grades. Star any fact which is 

, particularly attractive to you—that fact may 
be the basis of your get-acquainted letter, if 
you are looking for a new pen pal.

How many hobbies can you count in 
today’s letters? How many different places? 
How many special interests in connection 
with church? Do these facts help you in 
choosing your new friends? Will you let me 
know what you enjoy most about the letters 
printed in our column?

AND, if you have not written me a recent 
letter, this is a good time to do it. Tell of 
your springtime school activities, your vaca
tion plans, and so on. Your many friends 
who read our page are as anxious as I to 
hear from you. And your next letter may 
help you add several new names to your list 
of pen pals! How about it?

From Joy Gail Cook, Route 4, Maryville, 
Tenn.:
I am 13 years old. I’m in the seventh 

grade I would like to have pen pals ages 
13-16. I would also like to have a picture 
of each pen pal, if possible. I go to Lenoir 
School and enjoy playing basketball. I 
go to church and Sunday school every week.

From Linda Blakeley, 1058 Maria St.,
Memphis 2, Tenn.:
I am 13 years old and am in the eighth 

grade of Kingsbury High School. I am a 
member of Leawood Baptist church where 
I attend regularly.

My hobbies are reading, cooking, and 
collecting cups and saucers I would like 
pen pals all ages.

From Blaine Bodenheimer, 209 Moody
Ave., Knoxville, Tenn.:
This is my second time to write you. I go 

to Immanuel Baptist Church. I am 9 years 
old. I have 2 brothers and 1 sister and 
would like pen pals ages 9-11. I would 
also like to get pictures of my pen pals.

From Janice Brown, 6623 Lee Highway, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.:
I have been reading the Young South 

page and enjoy it very much. I have never 
written to you before, but thought I would 
like to have some pen pals. I enjoy writing 
letters and, of course, I also like to receive 
them.

I am 13 years of age, my birthday is 
September 7. My family and I live at a 
Baptist Children’s Home in Chattanooga. I 
have only one sister and she is now teaching 
school in Georgia.

My hobbies are collecting rocks from 
different states, letter writing, drawing, and 
painting. I also like to read.

We have a G.A. at our church and I am 
a member, working now on my Lady-in- 
Waiting Step. I plan to go to the G.A. camp 
this summer and would enjoy receiving 
letters from 13-year-olds.

From Patricia Anne Gentry, Route 5, Box 
274, Lewisburg, Tenn.:
I want to have a pen pal. I am 11 years 

old and in the sixth grade at Jones Train
ing School. I would like either a girl or 
boy for my pen pal. My hobbies are read
ing, writing, and music. But I enjoy TV 
programs also. I promise to answer all 
letters I receive.

From Kathy Whitford, P.O. Box 156, 
Dover, Tenn.:
I am 9 years old. My birthday is April 

26. I have not written to you before. I 
have one brother, Larry, who is twelve 
years old. My father is a livestock dealer. 
My mother also works. My favorite job at 
home is cooking. I find it hardest to be 
cheerful when my job is burning paper and 
emptying garbage. My favorite leisure time 
activity is swimming. I also like to read.

I am learning to play the piano. My 
hobby is collecting salt and pepper sets.

I attend Dover Elementary School and am 
in the fourth grade. I attend First Baptist 
Church but am not yet a Christian. I also 
attend GA meetings, Training Union, and 
study courses. My favorite church activity 
is Vacation Bible school.

My family has its best fun together at 
the lake.

I would like to have pen pals about my 
age. I have none now. Thank you for print
ing my letter.

AUNT POLLY

Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

Around The World Tour
Visit* 22 countries in Asia,. Africa, 

Holy Land, Europe July 5-August 28, 
1959 with Coffey and Price Tours. All
expense price $2,289.00 includes ticket 
from home airport, first class hotels, all 
meals, sightseeing, etc. Write Dr. and 
Mrs. Bruce H. Price, conductors, First 
Baptist Church, Newport News, Va.

Question: What is a double petunia?
Answer: Well, a petunia is a flower like a 
begonia; begonia is a meat like a sausage; 
sausage and battery is a crime; monkeys 
crime trees; trees a crowd; a rooster crowd 
in the morning and made a noise; a noise is 
on your face like your eyes; eyes is the 
opposite of nays; a horse nays and has a 
colt; you get a colt and go to bed and wake 
up in the morning with double petunia.

There was a professor of law who said to 
his students: “When you’re fighting a case, 
if you have the facts on your side, hammer 
them into the jury; and if you have the law 
on your side, hammer it into the judge.”

“But if you have neither the facts nor the 
law?” asked one of his listeners.

“Then ha:Hill er on the table,” answered
the professor.

I’ll never forget the first job I had. I was 
a salesman. First day on the job I got two 
orders.

Yeah? What were they?
Get out and stay out!

A young minister had been asked quite 
unexpectedly to address a Sunday school 
class. To give himself time to collect his 
thoughts, he said to the class. “Well, 
children, what shall I speak about?”

One little girl, who had herself memorized 
several declamations, called out: “What do 
you know?”

Medical specialization has reached such a 
state today that patients have to learn to 
diagnose themselves before they know which 
specialist to call.

HARRISON - CHILHOWEE 
BAPTIST ACADEMY

Seymour, TennetsM
• Accredited Baptist 

Co-educational Senior 
High School

• Christian Faculty and 
Atmosphere • Dormitories 
for Both Boys and Girls

• Music • Commercial Subjects
• Strong Department of Bible
• Cottages for Married Ministers
• Rates very Reasonable Indeed

* Sponsored by 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 

'Write for Catalog 

W. Stuart Rulo, President
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Driving along the highway recently I 
noticed a nice tractor sitting in a farm 

yard. Off to one side growing up in weeds 
was a group of old farm implements. I 
noticed a walking cultivator, horse drawn 
planter, and a horse drawn mowing machine. 
This picture became a symbol to me of the 
progress in farm areas in recent years.

It meant to me that some farm methods 
and implements have become obsolete and 
no longer in use. Newer methods have re
placed the older ones.

Other things become obsolete depending 
upon the rapidity of the progress. For ex
ample, I noticed recently that some of the 
modern airplane bombers are obsolete by 
the time they can be completed. Techniques 
are changing so rapidly that in the very 
process of designing and building an air
plane it is already outdated.

The question then forcefully pressed itself 

What Of Tomorrow?
by Carl A. Clark

upon my mind: Can some of our church 
methods also be obsolete and should they 
be replaced by more current methods?
Interdependence

Rural life is becoming more completely 
interrelated with urban life than ever be
fore in history. With communications be
tween urban and rural people, interpersonal 
relationship between the two groups are 
more common. This interrelationship is 
perhaps both political, social, economic and, 
yes, even religious.

When my father was farming he grew 
power not only for his own farm but also 
for city people. That is to say he grew 
his own horses and mules and the feed to 
feed them and sold some to others. He 
needed to utilize only one third of his total 
acreage as a cash crop. The rest went into 
feed for stock. Today however, the farmer 
must put all of his acreage into cash crops 
because he must buy his power from the 
city.

The farmer is dependent upon industry 
for his power and his implements. The 
farmer is dependent upon the petroleum 
industry for gas and oil, upon the electrical 
industry for electrical power and upon 
manufacturers for tools and implements. 
At the same time, however, this is not an 
exchange basis. He does not provide much 
for industry. I read recently that agricul
ture uses as much raw rubber as all the 
automobiles in America combined. This is 
truly big business. The farmer however, 
must pay for it in cash.

Industry in turn is dependent to a large 
extent upon the rural areas for labor. In
dustrial projects have grown because they 
were able to bring the unemployed farm 
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people to work in industrial manufacture. 
In this way the city and the country are 
interdependent.

This is also true of city and rural 
churches. Rural areas furnish the people 
for the denomination in a rather significant 
proportion. Urban churches furnish fi
nances in large proportion. That is to say, 
the cities have grown because rural people 
have moved to the cities. This has pro
vided the people for city churches. But 
city churches have grown larger and thus 
have been more able to provide a large 
proportion for finances for all denomina
tional enterprises.

We need some new churches in rural 
areas for the future but the primary need 
is to improve the quality of our churches 
and to train the personnel who operate 
those churches.

The big opportunity in the city is to 
reach new people with an evangelistic and 

missionary effort. The opportunity here 
then is to grow larger churches and to start 
thousands of missions and new churches. 
One is largely a quantitative program reach
ing more people whereas the other is largely 
a qualitative program developing what we 
now have.
Planning

Everyone is daring to predict the future. 
Recently an educator predicted that by 1999 
interplanetary travel would be common. 
He said a week-end trip to Europe would be 
as common as a present week-end to the 
city. American people are now conscious 
of the need to planning.

This means that churches also will be
come conscious of the need of planning for 
the future. Planning for the church is the 
same as business management for business. 
No business can operate without utilizing 
adequate business management methods. 
Likewise no church will function as it should 
without stressing planning for the future. 
Churches and church people are more time
conscious than ever before. We are look
ing to the future more than ever before. 
This gives evidence of the essentialness of 
planning for rural churches. The church 
that does not plan does not grow. In fact, 
in many cases, it dies.
Flexibility

To me this implies a willingness to change 
on the part of the pastor and the people 
in rural churches. The church that is not 
willing to change is soon going to be ob
solete and out of date. The church that 
insists on maintaining its program just as 
it always has will soon begin to wonder 
why its program is not effective.

■ ■

Church leaders must be alert enough to 
distinguish the areas that are important from 
those which are relatively insignificant. Too 
often we spin our wheels doing things that 
are comparatively unimportant. In doing 
this we are inevitably leaving undone some 
things that are much more important.

It seems to me that too many churches 
and too many pastors are operating on an 
emergency basis or what some have called 
“crash programs.” They have not planned 
far enough ahead to implement their pro
gram on a long range basis. The church 
gets in an emergency; it has to do some
thing before next Sunday or it has to do 
it entirely too quickly to make adequate 
preparation. This indicates lack of plan
ning. A church needs to realize that the 
matter that is most pressing is not always 
the matter that is most important. It 
should be flexible enough to plan for the 
future in such a way that it can accomplish 
those things that are most strategic and at 
the same time not omit those things which 
may be urgent.

Rural people are no longer isolated. Rural 
churches are no longer isolated from move
ments around them or from the total de
nominational program. Communication and 
information from outside the local com
munity is common today. This means that 
the rural church cannot afford to get be
hind the times. It must keep up. And to 
do so it must look to the future.. §

If we minister to the people of tomorrow 43 
we must be effective in ministering to the *“ 1 
people we have today. We must see in our 
boys and girls the church of tomorrow.

‘it? —

Dr. Clark is Professor of Pastoral Ministry and ' 
Rural Church Work, Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
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