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CHURCH DISCIPLINE

LOST, BUT RECOVERABLE
James Leo Garrett

One of the most neglected and unpopular 
themes of our era is church discipline. To 
consider it one needs no crusading complex, 
but to do anything about it calls for a 
yearning to be a “prophet” rather a “priest,” 
the latter term being translated, an “eccle
siastic,” or being interpreted, a drifter with 
the strongest current of the “status flow.”

I.
The contemporary age is characterized by 

a lack of discipline. This begins with the 
individual and the paucity of the true self
discipline. Most people like to be enter
tained, to be helped, to be passively taught, 
to be served. Only a few are willing to 
discipline themselves in work, in study, in 
unselfish service to others. Many are caught 
up in the grandiose delusion of “something 
for nothing.” The same absence of discipline 
is manifested in today’s homes in America. 
Parents are often not willing to provide 
either the positive nurture for children 
which grows out of spiritually and emotion
ally mature family life or the negative cor
rection which curbs disobedience and those 
attitudes which issue in juvenile delinquency. 
Young people, reared in and conditioned by 
domestic life without discipline, expect the 
school, society, and the state to provide a
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similar laissez faire environment. Thus the 
school must necessarily inherit the prob
lems of discipline unsolved by the home and 
is supposed to attempt the discipline which 
inheres in education itself. The civil order 
is burdened with the problem of discipline, 
not only in its prosecution and punishment 
of those who commit crimes but also on the 
failure of so many of its citizenry to submit 
to the discipline of public service. The lack 
of discipline in international relations is 
clearly indicated by the hot wars of aggres
sion and the “cold war” of “peaceful co
existence.”

Unfortunately, the churches for the most 
part are no exception to this contemporary 
trend toward the breakdown of all discipline. 
Church discipline, which was of so great 
concern to our forebearers in the gathered 
church tradition of Pfoitestant Christianity, 
and this includes Baptists, no longer affects 
the lives or even is registered on the lips 
of their spiritual descendants. To para
phrase McArthur, church discipline has 
never officially died; it has just faded away!

II.
Is church discipline biblical? Without 

raising the question of internal discipline 
in the community of Israel, one may turn 
to the New Testament where an affirmative 
answer awaits the inquirer. Some discip
line within the Christian congregations was 
wrought by direct divine agency, as in the 
instance of the sudden deaths of Ananias 
and Sapphira, who “lied to the Holy Spirit” 
by retaining of the proceeds from the sale 
of a certain piece of property while pre
tending to give all to the Christian com
munity (Acts 5:1-11). Some discipline 
was also accomplished by the voluntary 
withdrawal or departure of those who were 
not truly Christians. This seems to be the 
important of the statement in I John 2:19: 
“they (i.e., many antichrists) went out from 
us, but they were not of us: for if they 
had been of us, they would have continued 
with us; but they went out, that it might be 
plain that they all are not of us.” How
ever, the discipline of the Christian churches 
of the New Testament era was, according to 
the Apostle Paul, also to be exercised by 
the specific action of the churches. Per
haps no passage makes this clearer than I 
Corinthians 5. Christians and churches of 
the twentieth century may neglect, abandon, 

or deny the validity of church discipline in 
its negative aspects, but they cannot claim 
the authority of the New Testament for do
ing so.

III.
The early Baptists—indeed most all Bap

tists through the nineteenth century—were 
greatly concerned about and definitely en
gaged in the practice of church discipline. 
They found in the New Testament not only 
Acts 2:47 RSV, “And the Lord added to 
their number day by day those who were 
being saved,” but also Matt. 18:17 RSV, 
“If he (your brother) refuses to listen to 
them (witnesses), tell it to the church; and 
if he refuses to listen even to the churchy 
let him be to you as a Gentile and a taW 
collector.”

One of the clearest statements about? 
church discipline in Baptist history is thef 
“Summary of Church-Discipline” framed| 
and set forth in 1774 by the Charlestoiw 
(S.C.) Baptist Association. As a well-W 
orbed presentation of church disciplined 
the “Summary” deals with both positive^ 
and negative aspects. Present-day Chris-Mi 
tians nuture, whether through the educa-^ 
tional organizations of the church or in the 
direct spiritual and moral confrontation of 
member with members in the fellowship of 
the church, is Christian- and church dis
cipline. Such church discipline, according 
to the “Summary,” has as its negative side 
the censures of the church, namely, rebuke 
or admonition, suspension, and finally ex
communication. Basic principles and spe
cific procedures for the application of these 
censures are described. Furthermore, it is 
the duty of every church member to submit 
repentantly to the church’s discipline “so 
far as it it is consistent with the Word of 
God.” It is the duty of the church to ad
minister the discipline with prayer and 
solemnity. It is the duty of the minister, 
says the Charlston “Summary,” to see that 
the discipline determined by the congrega
tion is duly executed, and he himself as a 
member of the congregation is subject to 
its discipline. I

Present-day Baptist churches, whether 
they claim an historical succession to the 
apostles or affirm a qualitative likeness to 
New Testament churches, do not for the 
most part stand in the apostolic and/or 
Baptist tradition of church discipline. The 
factors making this so may be legion: the 
“church’ and “world,” the stressing of 
numerical gains in church membership, 

(Continued on Page 11)
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• • • Dr. John L. Hill—Still Eloquently 
Teaching!

• “I don’t try to explain it. I know it’s true be
cause it’s in the Book. That’s good enough for 
me.

This simple, unadulterated profession of Faith 
has been the cornerstone of the Fidelis Class, 
First Baptist Church, Nashville, for over 35 years. 
Its teacher, Dr. John L. Hill, an eloquent man, 
preferred simple words to express this greatest of 
his teaching: Faith in God’s word.

Many great sermons are simple . . . many are 
short . . . some are symbolic without a word.

A lantern was hung in Boston’s North Church, 
a nation got the message and blossomed forth in 
freedom.

The Statue of Liberty daily sends the message 
to the oppressed. Often the message is more per
sonal to us such as a pat on the back, a smile or 
a warm handclasp.

Each Sunday a vibrant, dynamic message is 
taught by Dr. Hill without a necessary word. 
“Come unto me all ye who labor and are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest” . . . “it’s in the 
Book.”

God moves in mysterious ways his wonders to 
perform. His servant, Dr. Hill became gravely ill. 
Many of the staunchest lost faith or wavered.

Dr. Hill never for a moment wavered. The Great 
Physician placed His hands on his beloved servant. 
In two weeks Dr. Hill was back in Fidelis Hall.

Dr. Hill decided to take a rest from teaching 
the spoken word. Able, humorous, dedicated, busy, 
life-long friend, Dr. Leland Sedberry volunteered 
to help. Fidelis Class each Sunday now receives 
two lessons . . . one the ably spoken word by Dr.

By Ruby Lee Adams

Antioch—where name of Christian started. Here in this gay city of Syria, the fol
lowers of Jesus were first called Christians. People have wondered and argued a 
great deal about whether the name was originally meant as a term of reproach, fixed 
upon the followers of Jesus by their enemies, or as a term of honor assumed by the 
Christians themselves.

Heretofore the followers of Jesus were known as Nazarenes; that was the name ap
plied to them by the Jews, because Jesus came from Nazareth. Now they became 
known as Christians; whether it was originally a mere descriptive epithet or a term 
of reproach and ridicule, it was soon adopted by believers every where as their proper 
name for all the world and for all time. It is this, no doubt, to which the Apostle 
James refers when he speaks of “the worthy name by which ye are called” (James 2:7.)

The Christian story is an intimate and homely affair, appealing to the heart, the 
head, and the hand. The Christians at Antioch displayed great bravery right from 
the start; again and again they were attacked; the enemy devised many schemes to 
destroy them; but it was all useless, for Christianity had taken firm root among the 
Jewish and Gentile converts of Paul and Barnabas in Antioch; and they treasured and 
defended their possession with unusual heroism.

Antioch was the second great center of Christianity; after the fall of Jerusalem it 
became the real metropolis of the Christian movement. It was from here that the 
great offensive was launched against paganism and all that it stood for. Here the 
first Gentile Church was founded (Acts 11:20-26); here began a mighty missionary 
movement to the Gentile world. Continued

Sedberry; the other lesson by the presence of Dr. 
Hill on the rostrum . . . still eloquently teaching 
the power of prayer, love and simple faith to be 
found by us all . . . “it’s in the Book.”

—Ira Looney, 145 Haverford Drive, Nashville

• • • Commends Cullom's Article

• A hearty thank you is due Brother Cullom for 
his timely and well written “A Growing Familiarity 
With Deity” in the Reflector of June 25, 1959.

This tendency of our minister brethren—border
ing on the sacriligious—is heard all too often in 
our churches.

Surely no mere creature should ever thus address 
his Creator. Reminds one of Peter’s colossal blun
der as recorded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. He wanted to erect 
three tabernacles, putting our Lord on an equal 
with Moses and Elijah. Not any place in my 
Bible can be found this you by the writers of Holy 
Writ, but neither can the prefix Reverend be 
found in the inspired writings, other than Psalms 
111:9 and yet it is used by poor finite earthly 
beings with all their Adamic faults and frailties.

It has been said that only the woefully ignorant 
or the hopelessly bigoted would use this prefix 
with reference to mankind. If our membership 
would really read the Word, a dearth of our 
failures could be seen, realized, and overcome. 
(Matt. 23:1-13). Perfection will not be attained 
in this world, but our grosser imperfections could 
be greatly reduced by a prayerful reading of the 
Scriptures. In it can be found the solution to all 
the ills the world system has to offer as obstacles. 
—J. D. Stevens, 625 Poplar Street, Monterey, 
Tennessee.

Public opinion researchers find meal-time 
conversation influences your children 
more than you’d suspect. Talk at the 
family table resembles that at political
party and firm dinners: it tends to be 
relaxed, open and, above all, a lot more 
likely to confirm and consolidate previous 
opinion and boost established platforms 
than to introduce new and transient ideas. 
And since parents have priority on 
holding the floor, repetition of their 
preferences and prejudices makes a last
ing impression on the standards and 
emotional life of their children.—Judith 
Chase Churchill, “About People,” Wom
an’s Day.

Sometimes, being afraid of forcing our 
children’s belief, we do not lead them to 
believe anything. We give their vision no 
focus, their lives no anchorage. . . . “Men 
dress their children’s minds,” declared 
Herbert Spencer, “as they do their bodies, 
in the prevailing fashion.” Unbelievable 
as this is, we recognize its truth.—New 
Christian Advocate.

A man was showing his little backyard 
garden to a friend. The friend seemed 
disappointed that the garden was so small. 
The man who owned the garden said, 
“My garden is not large, but it is 4,000 
miles deep.” By the same kind of 
measurement, a person’s life may be 
small in its extent, but it can be deep.— 
Halford E. Luccock, Christian Herald.

A tailor once gave this advice: “To keep 
your clothes in good condition, empty 
your pockets every night.” This is good 
advice for all of us, in a figurative sense. 
In preparing for sleep, we should always 
remember to empty our minds of fear, 
worry, bitterness, and enmity, even as 
we empty our pockets.—Eric Butter
worth, “A Mountain for a Pillow,” Good 
Business.
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Observations

Here And There

By
Owen

A University of Chicago professor 
recently charged that the minister today 
is becoming less and less witness to the 
gospel and pastor to people because he 
is being “chopped up into small pieces’’ 
for church promotional purposes. He 
charged today’s preacher with becoming 
more and more frantic in his efforts 
to find Biblical or theological generali
ties to religiously dignify his promotion
al purposes. We cannot agree that this 
is so but we strongly insist the pastor be 
given more opportunity for needed study 
and reflection so as to fulfill his true 
role.

Called to be a Seer
A text used recently from I Samuel in 

an ordination was, “Tell me, I pray 
thee, where is the house of the seer?” 
In that message, “the house of the seer” 

The World Needs Rearming'

was pointed out as a wonderful name 
for the church. It is a blessed thing if 
the minister remembers that he is called 
to be a seer. This is the function of the 
man of God. He sees further into the 
peoples’ needs and opportunities. He 
sees further into what is their refuge 
than they can. The most far-sighted 
man in the whole community, if his eyes 
are cleansed from self-interest and self
preoccupation by his calling, is the min
ister of God.

Church of a Thousand Pastors
Dr. Ralph Stoody asks, “How many 

pastors does your church have? One?” 
Then at best it is only hobbling along, 
he concludes in “A Handbook of Church 
Public Relations” published by Abing
don Press, Nashville. He warns that any 

church depending alone upon its pastor 
to do all the pastoral work will be dis
appointed. With all his other respon
sibilities, the minister cannot find hours 
enough. “Does your church have a 
thousand members? Then it should be 
a church of a thousand pastors.” No 
group can be a true church that re
gards itself as a club to be served. If 
it is a church, then it is a working force 
under the guidance of a leader. Only 
in this way can the world be won.

Not Much Difference
“There is not much difference in be

havior between the average church mem
ber and his non-Christian friend.” Is 
this statement recently made to one of 
the large denominations true as you 
see it? The culture round about has 
absorbed the average church member. 
He forgets that his being ‘in Christ’ 
should more decisively determine his 
conduct than his being ‘in Tennessee’ or 
in any other state. Are our churches too 
often given to judging their strength in 
worldly terms: in their numbers, their 
buildings, their budgets? Will not the 
result of this excessive identification of 
Christian life with our culture lessen 
the churches’ influence on our society 
despite their increasing numerical 
strength?

The Root of Sin
Let us always remember that Bibli

cally ‘sinner’ is not necessarily the label 
confined to the moral reprobate or social 
outcast. It is the name applied to you 
and me as we are estranged from God 
and from one another. The root of sin 
is innate self-centeredness. So long as 
we live within the barbed wire enclosure 
of our own private desires and satisfac
tions, so long as we remain within the 
prison camp whose commandant is 
self, we are sinners. We move out into 
the freer world of love in different ways. 
It may be through friendship, human 
love, service to others, devotion to a 
cause. In a sense, all of these can be 
liberating forces. But, first of all, there 
is one fundamental adjustment that has 
to be made before we can be free. It 
concerns the central devotion that gives 
direction to our lives. Not until we are 
made right with God through Jesus 
Christ are we released from the guilt and 
bondage of sin.
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Special Feature At Church Administration Conference
“Many church leaders find they need help 

in planning leisure time activities, especially 
for the youth in their churches,” said Gene 
Kerr, administrative assistant of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. Tire confer
ences on church recreation at the Church 
Administration Conference at Camp Linden 
on July 24-25 are the answer to such 
problems. These conferences will provide 
the leadership training and ideas necessary 
for a church to begin or maintain a well- 
rounded recreational program for all ages.

Bob Boyd recreation-leadership consul
tant of the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
will lead the church recreation conferences. 
Topics to be discussed include:

Party and Social Planning 
Sunday Night Fellowships

Churches To Exclude
Members Selling Liquor

OKLAHOMA CITY—(BP)—Looking 
ahead to Oklahoma’s first legal liquor traf
fic, to begin by Sept. 1, seven Baptist 
churches in Oklahoma have adopted resolu
tions prescribing exclusion for any mem
ber who associates with the liquor business.

Though most Southern Baptist churches 
adopt a “church covenant” in which mem
bers agree “to abstain from the sale of, 
and use of, intoxicating drinks as a bever
age,” since repeal of prohibition in Okla
homa, some churches have spelled out dis
cipline for violation of this part of the 
covenant.

First Baptist Churches in Lawton, Ed
mond, Ardmore, Idabel, Okmulgee, and 
Antlers and Victory Park Baptist Church 
in McAlester have adopted such resolu
tions.

According to the resolution at Idabel, 
“any church member proved to be involved 
directly or indirectly in the manufacture, 
distribution or sale, either wholesale or re
tail, of intoxicating beverages, legal or 
illegal (including 3.2 beer) “would be auto
matically suspended as a member. Suspen
sion would not end until the member cor
rected his behavior and made “apologies to 
the church.”

The executive committee of Enon As
sociation, of which First Church, Ardmore, 
is a member (commended that church for 
its stand.

Lowell Milburn, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Shawnee, expressed the opinion 
that it would not be right “to turn members 
out for selling alcoholic beverages and not 
to turn them out for using them.” He said 
he felt that in re-emphasizing the church 
covenant, “each case should be decided on 
its own merit.”

Bob Boyd

Planning a Well Rounded Church Recreation 
Program

Demonstration of Activities You Can Use In 
Your Program

Youth Retreat Planning
Where to Find What You Need to Know 

Time for Answering Your Questions
Miss Velma Rhea Torbett, director of 

recreation for Broadway Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, will lead similar conferences at 
Camp Carson on August 14-15.

Send reservations*  for the Church Ad
ministration Conferences to Gene Kerr, 
Promotion Department, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, 1812 Belmont Blvd., Nashville 
5, Tenn. Cost for week-end only $4.00.

*If your church doesn’t have a recrea
tional chairman, look to the future and 
send someone who could start a good rec
reation program for you.

When the present pastor came to this 
field, our church had a well-rounded 
program of activities, including the most of 
the organizations found in Baptist churches 
today. Now, after ten years, many of them 
have ceased to exist. The Sunday school has 
not grown and the church is more or less 
divided. What should the pastor do and 
what should the church do?—C.W.

It is a very appropriate time for pastor 
and people to fall on their knees and pray 
for a revival. However, it is useless for them 
to ask God for this blessing unless they are 
willing to confess their sins to him (Prov. 
28:13; Js. 5:16). It may be necessary for 
some of the members to ask forgiveness of 
those whom they have wronged, for it is 
impossible for anyone to be right with God

Questions Answered
(Address questions to T. A. Patterson, First Baptist Church, 

Beaumont, Texas)

Graham Needed There, 
Arkansas Editor Says

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—(BP)—Noting 
the time of his arrival is mid-September, 
the editor of the Arkansas Baptist here 
wrote a special word of welcome to Evan
gelist Billy Graham.

Graham will be in the Arkansas capital 
city Sept. 12-13 for preaching engagements. 
September is the traditional time for open
ing of schools, and Little Rock is being 
watched especially since its public high 
schools were closed last year because of the 
integration question.

“Whether or not the improvement in the 
Little Rock situation of the last few weeks 
is to continue, and what the situation will 
be by mid-September, only God knows,” 
Editor Erwin L. McDonald said. “But the 
greater the evidence of man’s depravity and 
of his inhumanity to his fellow man, the 
greater the preaching of a Billy Graham is 
needed.

“This is not to imply that Little Rock is 
destitute of spiritual leadership,” McDonald 
continued. “But Billy Graham, though he 
preaches the same gospel that is preached 
consistently from the pulpits of our city, 
and though he is called by the same God 
who has called countless thousands of 
others, apparently has a special anointing of 
the Holy Spirit.”

McDonald reported that the evangelist 
was originally scheduled to appear in Little 
Rock for three weeks in August, but that 
this was cancelled “on the counsel of the 
local Graham crusade committee of min
isters and Christian businessmen and be
cause of the race situation.” 

when he is wrong with his fellow-man. 
(Matt. 5:23; 6:14, 15.) There must also be 
personal dedication to the Saviour, a 
willingness to follow him faithfully regard
less of the cost

The conclusion that the pastor ought to 
resign may not be the answer at all. If the 
problem lies in the hearts of the 
congregation, a change in pastors will not 
correct the situation. On the other hand, if 
it is best for him to leave, God will reveal 
it to him and will open the way in answer 
to prayer. God is able at any time he pleases 
to clear the field, and it is best to let him do 
it. If the Holy Spirit is given an opportunity 
to work, he will bring about the necessary 
changes without friction and tension. No 
power on earth can block the progress of a 
praying church.
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A Tennessee couple and their son are 
with the Coffey-Price Around the World 
Tour which left July 7 to visit twenty coun
tries in Asia, Africa and Europe. Making 
a complete tour of the Holy Land, the group 
will have opporunity to see Southern Bap
tist mission work in ten nations, and Ameri
can Baptist missions in Burma and India. 
Included in the party of thirty, being con
ducted by Dr. and Mrs. Bruce H. Price, 
Newport News, Va., are Dr. and Mrs. Bun
yan M. Webb and Jimmy of Memphis.

Dr. and Mrs. Clarence F. Clark, Jr., 
missionaries to Japan, who have been in the 
States on furlough, are returning to their 
field of service. Their address is No. 1, Kami 
Ikeda Cho, Kita Shira, Kawa Sakyo-ku, 
Kyoto, Japan. Dr. Clark, a native of 
Cleveland, Tenn., is a pediatrician at the 
Japan Baptist Hospital, Kyoto, and Mrs. 
Clark, a registered nurse, also serves there.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Berry, 
missionaries to South Brazil, who have been 
in the States on furlough, are returning to 
their field of service. Their address is Caixa 
Postal 320, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Mrs. 
Berry is the former Lois Roberts, of 
Maryville. Mr. Berry, the son of Southern 
Bantist missionaries, was born in Rio de 
Janeiro.

HARRISON - CHILHOWEE 
BAPTIST ACADEMY

Seymour, Tennessee
• Accredited Baptist

Co-educational Senior 
High School

• Christian Faculty and
Atmosphere • Dormitories 
for Both Boys and Girls

• Music • Commercial Subjects
• Strong Department of Bible
• Cottages for Married Ministers
• Rates very Reasonable Indeed

• Sponsored by

Tennessee Baptist Convention

W. Stuart Rule, President

Rev. Matthew Patton, 23, will begin a 
year’s work as an intern chaplain July 1 at 
Mid State Hospital, Nashville.
\ A native of Carrollton, Ga., Patton 
received the B.A. degree from Duke 
University and has had one year at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville. 
He has had employment at Duke University 
Medical School and Norton Memorial 
Psychiatric Unit at Louisville and has also 
taught in Louisville high school.

According to Chaplain Fred Bell the 
coming of Mr. Patton will mark the 
beginning of a clinic training program at 
Baptist Hospital. Internees following a 
year’s work at the hospital will complete 
their seminary training.

Rev. J. H. Oakley of Memphis was guest 
speaker at First Church, Donelson, June 28. 
W. L. Baker is pastor? -

Odis H. Farrington assumed his duties as 
pastor of Summertown Baptist Church, 
Summertown, June 14. A native of 
Lawrenceburg, Brother Farrington received 
the diploma of Theology from Southwestern 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, in May.

New Salem Association—Nash Grove has 
extended a call to Paul Dinkins of Lebanon 
and he has moved into the pastorium. He 
comes to Nash Grove from Ramah Church, 
Wilson Association. Morgan Graves Memo
rial Church, Cookeville, Route 4, has called 
H. M. Spurlock to serve as pastor. Brother 
Spurlock and his wife worked faithfully to 
establish the mission which grew into the 
Morgan Graves Church. He lives next door 
to the church. New Home Church has 
licensed James Phelps to preach. He has 
been serving as Sunday school superintend
ent. Miss Margaret Bowman who has served 
the Association in many capacities, has 
moved to Nashville to make her home. At 
the time she left the Association she was 
WMU superintendent. In recent years she 
served as treasurer of the Association. J. H. 
Smothers began his work as pastor of New 
Middleton Church, New Middleton, July 5, 
after serving more than seven years as 
pastor of Prosperity Church, Auburntown. 
Brother Smothers has been in the ministry 
22 years.

Rev. and Mrs. William R. Medling, 
missionaries to aJpan who have been in the 
States on furlough, are returning to their 
field of service. Their address is 356 Shin 
Yashiki Machi, Kumamoto City, Japan. 
Mrs. Medling, the former Mary Louise 
Gulley, is a native of Whitesburg, Tenn.

Billy DeVasher has been called as pastor 
of Barton’s Creek Church, Wilson Associa
tion. He is a graduate of Belmont College 
and received his ministerial training at 
Southern Seminary. He also did graduate 
work at Peabody College. Brother DeVasher 
has served as pastor of Hickman Church in 
Smith County, and First Church, Westmore
land. He taught school and coached for two 
years in Kentucky. He is married to the 
former Dorothy Dorris.

Central Church, Fountnain City, has 
elected Grady Renfro, Richard Anderson, 
Robert S. Embry, Kenneth Cameron, Bill 
Hunter and Buford Longmire as deacons.

Pastor C. M. Glass of Calvary Church, 
Alcoa, states that dedication services for the 
new educational building which is debt free 
were held July 12. The church has just 
closed a Vacation Bible school which was 
Standard and a mission has been started on 
Louisville Pike.

Haggard Howell, outstanding Baptist lay
man in Viola Church and Maury Associa
tion, died suddenly June 24. Brother Howell 
was one of the leaders in the organization 
of Viola Church in 1947. He served as 
Sunday school superintendent for a number 
of years and was chairman of the deacons, 
chairman of the Rural Church Development 
Program and teacher of the men’s Bible 
class at the time of his death. He also 
served as treasurer of the Association for 
the past 12 years. He is survived by his 
wife, Ela Mae Laten Howell. He was the 
son-in-law of Rev. L. M. Laten of Columbia, 
Route 4.

Blue Water Church building was des
troyed by fire on June 27. This church is in 
Lawrence Association.
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McPheeters Bend Church of Church Hill 
conducted a School of Church Music June 
21-26. The school was sponsored by the 
Music Department of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. There were 78 enrolled.

by W. Fred Kendall

Special State Mission Offering
Sunday, July 5, Dr. Bradley Jones, Head 

of the Bible Department, Carson-Newman 
College, filled the pulpit of First Church, 
Kingsport, while Dr. E. Gibson Davis was 
preaching at Temple Church, Memphis.

First Church, Oneida has completed their 
VBS with an attendance of over 300.

Red Bank Church, Chattanooga has in
stalled a new Moller Pipe Organ.

Judson Memorial Church, Nashville, 
planning “missionary night” Aug. 23 as 
send-off for Rev. and Mrs. William P. 
Clemmons, Judson’s first missionary ap
pointees, who will be heading for Italy 
about Sept. 1.

W. Floyd Cates completed first year of 
service as pastor of First Church, Pulaski 
on June 30. During the year there have 
been 107 additions to the church, 70 by 
baptism.

Jack McCullough was ordained to the 
Gospel Ministry by Lookout Mountain 
Church on June 28. He is the first member 
of this church to enter the ministry. Before 
entering Southeastern Seminary he had been 
active as a deacon and in other capacities 
in his church. After graduation from Van
derbilt University he served in the Navy 
and then entered the insurance business in 
Chattanooga. During his seminary days he 
served as interim and supply pastor in 
churches in North Carolina and Virginia. 
He has now accepted the pastorate of Main 
Street Church at Emporia, Va. Mrs. Mc
Cullough is the former Louise Bishop. They 
have two children, Lawrence and Mary 
Louise. Pastor Jack R. Kennedy was 
assisted in the service by Dr. Edward A. 
McDowell of the faculty of Southeastern 
Seminary, Dr. Ben Lynes, pastor of Wake 
Forest Church, and the deacons of the 
church. A reception in fellowship hall 
followed the ordination service.

W. R. Prince, has accepted the pastorate 
of Hawthorne Church, Dyersburg. He 
comes from a two-year pastorate at Mt. 
Lebanon Church, Covington, during which 
a $9,000 pastor’s home has been built and 
the church finances greatly increased. Mt. 
Lebanon led Big Hatchie Association during 
the past year with 42 baptisms. Brother 
Prince had held numerous revivals and has 
conducted a radio ministry each Sunday 
morning over WKBL Covington.
Thursday, July 16, 1959

For several years special offerings have 
been discouraged in favor of a supreme 
effort to enlist the churches in the fullest 
possible support of the Cooperative Pro
gram. The State Mission offering has been 
largely left to that taken by the Woman’s 
Missionary Union. The Woman’s Mission
ary Union has largely designated this to 
special projects which have been most 
worthy and they have helped greatly in 
these areas.

The two great Southwide offerings, each 
year, have grown out of all proportion to 
the emphasis given to the work in the state. 
Now it seems wise to emphasize some spe
cial phases of our work for which sufficient 
funds cannot be provided in the regular 
budget each year.

The challenge of the advancement of 
Southern Baptists in the 30,000 Movement 
has caught the imagination of the people 
everywhere. It is in line with the Great 
Commission. It is an attempt to reach 
every community and every neglected area 
with the Gospel. This program will even
tually cover the entire nation.

This program is a challenge to the local 
churches, to the State Conventions and to 
the Home Mission Board. There is fine 
cooperation in working to achieve this tre
mendous goal of reaching people and souls 
who need Christ. There is a fine spirit of 
concern and cooperation throughout Ten
nessee. We have many areas yet where 
new churches are needed.

This year our State Mission offering for

The new three bedroom brick pastor’s 
home at Walnut Grove Church, Ripley, was 
dedicated Sunday morning, July 12, in a 
service conducted by W. Fred Kendall of 
Nashville. Pastor W. W. Stockman and his 
congregation had dinner on the ground 
following the ceremony in front of the new 
home.

Ground-breaking services were held for 
Eastview Mission, Shelbyville, July 5. 
Among those sharing in the services were 
the Rev. Morrell Lee, pastor of Calvary 
Church which is sponsoring the mission; 
Pastor John Holland of New Bethel Church; 
Rev. George S. Jarman; Rev. C. D. Tabor, 
associational missionary; Dr. W. L. Cham
bers; W. M. Earnhart; Vernon Redd; H.
G. Payne; Carl King; and T. D. Hawkins, 
Jr.

Completion of this mission will mean six 
Baptist churches within a radius of five 
miles of Shelbyville. All of these are doing 
a great work, according to O. C. Walker. 
These churches are First, Shelbyville Mills, 
Edgemont, Calvary, South Side and East

the whole church, to be taken through the 
Sunday schools, on October 25, is to be 
devoted to this program of expansion and 
growth. There has been a great interest 
in the expansion of Southern Baptists into 
the North and Far West. The Colorado 
Convention administers the work in Mon
tana has invited Tennessee to help provide 
for some of the tremendous needs there. 
The Executive Board in its June meeting 
unanimously adopted a recommendation 
that the first $5,000 of this offering be given 
to the work in Montana and that it be given 
through the Colorado Convention. It was 
further recommended that churches who 
wished to do so could designate offerings to 
work in that area through this special State 
Mission offering.

The rest of the offering will go into the 
Church Lot fund in Tennessee. This is a 
need that has been very great and has not 
been adequately provided for in this 
rapidly expanding program. It will enable 
churches who cannot have missions 
in their own area to help with the mission 
program beyond their own community.

We hope every church will participate 
in this offering. We also urge every Sun
day school to present the work of State 
Missions in order to inform the people 
about the work in our own state and the 
many needs which we have. This can be 
a means of providing many an opportunity 
to give that “over and above” dollar to a 
program of advance and expansion which 
is a part of the great command of our 
Lord.

view Mission. The latter is located on a 
high hill near the Standpipe just off Bel
mont Avenue between Cates and Burt 
Street.

Robert Emerson is the new pastor at 
Allen Church, Brownsville. A student at 
Union University, he has been pastor of 
Harmony Church, Newbern. Brother Em
erson and his wife and son are making 
their home in Brownsville.

Training Union Department

FIRST PLACE PARTICIPANTS 
IN

STATE TOURNAMENT
Sword Drill—

Charles Bass, First Church,
Jefferson City

Speakers' Tournament—
Ruth Ann Bledsoe, First Church, 
Knoxville
These will represent Tennessee at 

Ridgecrest, N. C.
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More Persecution In Spain
by R. Paul Caudill

Word has come to me through the Rev
erend Jose Beltran, a former president of 
the Spanish Baptist Convention, that per
secution of non-Catholics in Spain continues 
at an increasing tempo.

At least six more of our churches have 
been closed—churches at: Madrid, Sevilla, 
Mahaga, Elehe and Barcelona.

Be it remembered that the Second Baptist 
Church of Madrid, of which Brother Bel
tran was pastor, was closed on July 17, 
1954, and has remained closed until this 
day. Brother Beltran is now en route from 
Spain to the Canary Islands which are 
located off the northwest coast of Africa, 
where he is to continue his pastoral work. 
He stopped by my home in Memphis and 
gave me this late word concerning recent 
religious persecution in Spain.

It is all but impossible for one to get 
any sort of a government job if he is a 
Baptist. What is more, he is apt to lose 
any sort of responsible position if it becomes 
known that he is a Baptist.

Spanish Baptists or other evangelicals can 
now be married in their own church, if they 
can produce a document showing they have 
been excommunicated from the Roman 
Catholic church. Young Spanish Baptists, 
seeking marriage, rejoice to obtain such a 
document—it is highly prized.

It is my understanding also, I might add, 
that in Spain at the moment it is difficult, 
or next to impossible, for a native non
Catholic to get any sort of position on any 
of our American installations in Spain.

Spanish Baptist Leader Visits Memphis

Recently, Rev. Emmett C. Johnson, Jr., 
(right) pastor of Lamar Heights Church 
in Memphis had as his guest Dr. Jose Belt
ran, a former president of the Baptist Con
vention in Spain. In conjuction with his 
speaking engagement at the Lamar Heights 
Church, Dr. Beltran appeared over WREC- 
TV and held a press conference with re
porters from the Commercial Appeal. He 
also preached at the Longview Heights 
Church of Memphis and spoke briefly at 
the Baptist Pastor’s Conference after which, 
he was taken to visit Dr. R. Paul Caudill, 
whom he had met overseas a few years 
ago.

For many years Mr Beltran served as
Franco has evidently attended to that! Let 
us pray for our brethren in Spain.

pastor of the Second Baptist Church of 
Madrid, Spain, until on July 17, 1954, the 
Spanish Government closed the church. 
Their only reason was that members of 
the state church were being converted.

Mr. Beltran began Baptist mission work 
in the Canary Islands in May of 1956. 
Since that time more than 150 people 
have accepted Christ in that work. The 
Foreign Mission Board is building a new 
church building in the Canary Islands. As 
soon as the building is completed, the 
church will be financially self-supporting.

Jose Beltran was the first convert in his 
family in his hometown of Denia, Spain. 
He was led to Christ by a Spanish minister, 
supported by Southern Baptists. He sur
rendered to preach in 1924 and entered the 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Barcelona 
when he was 15 years of age. Later he 
served the church in his hometown as 
pastor.

During the Spanish Civil War, beginning 
in 1936, Mr. Beltran was mobilized in the 
army. His wife kept the church open until 
the building was destroyed by bombs. She 
then secured a hall and held meetings until 
the war was over.

Mr. Beltran is 49 years of age. He has 
four children: Lydia (who is a student at 
Baylor University); Eunice, 14; Jose 
David, 8; and Juan Pablo, 5.

Following his visit to this country, Mr. 
Beltran will return to the Canary Islands 
which are located off the northwest coast 
of Africa to continue his pastoral work.

EDUCATION COMMISSION—The Education Commission of the Southern Baptist Commission, at annual session in Nashville, re-elected its 
president, Ralph A. Phelps, Jr., left. Phelps is president of Ouachita Baptist College, Arkadelphia, Ark. With him from left are vice-president, 
Warren F. Jones, and secretary-treasurer, John A. Barry. Jones is president of Union University, Jackson, Tenn., and Barry is president of 
Coker College, Hartsville, S. C. Display shows location of all Southern Baptist seminaries, senior and junior colleges, academies, and Bible 
schools.—(BP) Photo.
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1959 ^Simultaneous vancye rusaae

There were 1,494 churches in 64 associations participating 
in the 1959 Simultaneous Evangelistic Crusade, according to 
reports received. These churches reported the following results: 
9,376^ additions by baptism; 3,594 additions by letter; 102 
additions by statement, for a total of 13,072 additions. There 
were 971 professions of faith who had not united with the 
churches when the reports were sent in. The professions of 
faith added to the number who presented themselves for bap
tism makes a total of 13,072 people who professed faith in 
Christ. There were 269 people who volunteered for full time 
special service, and 13,953 rededications.

All of us are grateful to the Lord for His marvelous bless
ings upon Tennessee Baptists during the Crusade. Without 
the convicting and converting power of the Holy Spirit these 
decisions would not have been possible. We express our 
deepest appreciation to every church and pastor who co
operated in this great spiritual Crusade. Almost without 
exception every church that really paid the price for revival 
in spiritual preparation had a great spiritual awakening. The 
reports received are thrilling to read, and challenge us to do 

greater things for the Lord in the future.

We are anxious for every church to do everything possible 
to conserve the results of the revival. These new-born souls 
must be nurtured and instructed in Christian growth. They 
must have our individual attention until they are strong in 
the Lord. Now is the time to enlist them in all the organiza
tions of the church and to lead them to give of their talents as 
well as their financial blessings. Our obligations do not end 
with the winning of the lost to Christ. They are babes in 
Christ and demand our best. These new Christians can be 
developed to become great soul winners.

Each church must continue to put forth every effort to win 
the lost souls for whom each church is responsible. Lost souls 
can be won between revivals. Many people die between 
revivals, and if they are not won to Christ they will spend 
eternity in Hell. We must continue to pray, preach, visit 
and witness to every lost soul.

Below is the summary of the total reports from the Associa
tions as received:

Association
Number Churches

Participating Bap.
Additions 

Let.

Beech River ..._________  _____ ___  17 50 16
Beulah - __  . . _ ______ . ___  13 75 17
Big Emory ___________________ 15 164 47Cz ------------- — -- ---
Big Hatchie . ... ______ .. ___  34 147 49
Bledsoe _____________________ ___  17 35 17
Bradley ________________  __ 31 118 29
Campbell___  —. - . „ ___  17 132 22
Carroll-Benton ________________ ___  20 59 27
Central •. • - - ■1____ ___ _ __ ___  12 47 13
Chilhowee . - __  — 50 350 158
Clinton ___ _____ _____ 28 234 98
Concord ________  __ __ .... __ ___  31 67 30
Crockett....... ............... 1;^___ __ _ ___  8 20 13
Cumberland _________  _____ ___  19 134 47
Cumberland County ___________ ___  14 16 18
Cumberland Gap . ___________ ___  29 125 22
Duck River ... ............. ............ .... ... ___  28 142 39
Dyer _______________________ . ___  27 59 26
East Tennessee _____  __________  14 101 3
Fayette _ ________  ____ - _____  15 70 25
Gibson - - - ___ - - -__________ 28 232 82
Giles ___ _____ __ __  ______ ___  18 75 17
Grainger - -..... -_  __ _________ 20 112---------------—
Hamilton __________________  63 603 291Jk JL Ulll IX W 1>A ----- — ------- —
Hardeman ____________ ____  22 63 32A AC&X KAVXXXCLL1 ------- --  ----- —---- -—- -
Hiwassee __ ____ ___ 4 27 7lAlHUOCV'/ — — ----. --- --- — -----
Holston ______ ___ __ __ —____ 48 487 128
Holston Valiev - __  ______ 23 69 11
Indian Creek __ —_______ ____ 18 27 24
Jefferson _ ____________ ____ 13 73
Judson ........- ____ - - - ____ 1 7
Knox___ ____  - —......  - ___ 104 847 324
Lawrence____________________ ___ 23 84 14

Loudon _________________________ 9 43 22
McMinn ______ ______  _ . ____ 51 206 66
McNairy _________  . . ___ 5 17 17
Madison-Chester ____ __ ... __  _ 45 267 135
Maury .................. . 18 62 26
Midland ___ ____ ______ 11 71 35
Mulberry Gap ____________________ No Report
Nashville...... ........ —____ ___  ____ 75 876 363
New Duck River ... -____  ______ 20 174 35
New River _________  __________ 2 1 3
New Salem „ . „ . _____________ __ 10 10 1
Nolachucky ____________________ 19 104 32
Northern ___________________ _____ 1 7 2
Polk ___________________________ 8 29 1
Riverside _______ ________________ 9 43 10
Robertson —. _______ -____________ 20 86 52
Salem ... _________ _______________ 8 40 13
Sequatchie Valley _________ _______ 18 28 13
Sevier _________ __ __________  ___ 23 172 41
Shelby ___  _ ___ ________________ 93 1,450 903
Stewart__ -___ ____ ________ ______ 10 28
Stone __ _____ _____ _ ___ ___  . 14 40 16
Sweetwater ___________ __ ____  ... _ 41 135 30
Tennessee Valley _ ______________ 19 95 24
Truett . . _ .... .....................  - 4 13 6
Union_ _____  __  __ __________ 4 19 5
Watauga__ _ — ___ __ ____________ 15 65 15
Weakley . _______________  _____ 34 57 21
Western District ____ __________ 27 20
West Union _____________________ 6 101 1
William Carey ____- ____ __ 24 46 24
Wilson __L— - __  - 27 94 29

TOTALS .........  .... .............. 1,494 9,376 3,594
TOTAL ADDITIONS _____ 13,072
TOTAL PROFESSIONS __________ 10,347
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BAPTIST
TRAINING UNION

ASSEMBLIES
Camp Linden

July 27-31, August 3-7
Camp Carson
August 10-14

Rev. 0. G. Lawless 
Camp Pastor 
July 27-31WHO SHOULD ATTEND

All Training Union Members

Charles L. Norton 
State T.U. Secretary

COST

Children under 8 years of age $12.00 per week;
9 years of age and above $15.00 per week.

Opening

Registration Monday afternoon. Camp will close 
Friday after the noon meal.

What To Bring

Blanket, all linens, wrap, Manual, Quarterly, Bible.

Mary Anderson 
Young People’s Ldr.

Transportation

Transportation facilities available to and from 
bus station.

RESERVATIONS

Send reservations as soon as possible to Charles L. 
Norton, 1812 Belmont Boulevard, Nashville. $1.00 
registration fee should accompany reservation.

Rev. Roy C. Magill 
Camp Pastor 
August 3-7

Betty Jo Corum 
Jr.-lnt. Ldr.

Mrs. Jesse Meek 
Nur.-Beg.-Pri. Ldr.

Johnnie Hall 
Associate

Rev. W. Paul Hall 
Camp Pastor 
August 10-14
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Woman's Missionary Union

1959-60 Watchword, Hymn, 
And Program Topics

Watchword—“Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
Zeoh. 4:6

Hymn—“Come Women Wide Proclaim”
General Missionary Program Topics

OCTOBER—Hong Kong—Macao: Topic— 
“I Give Myself”
Secondary Emphasis: Family Worship

DECEMBER—Week of Prayer for Foreign 
Missions, November 30-December 4, 
1959: Topic—“O God, We Pray for All 
Mankind”
Monday—“O God, We Pray for Seekers 
of Knowledge”
Tuesday—“O God, We Pray for the Sick 
and the Suffering”
Wednesday—“O God, We Pray for Lost 
Mankind”
Thursday—“O God, We Pray for Presses 
at Work for God”
Friday—“O God, We Pray for All Man
kind . . . Our Dedication”

JANUARY—Cuba: Topic—“What Hast 
Thou Given?”
Secondary Emphasis: Sharing Possessions 

FEBRUARY—Panama Canal Zone—San
Blas Indians: Topic—“In Word and 
Speech and Deed”
Secondary Emphasis: High Standards of 
Speech and Conduct

MARCH—Week of Prayer for Home Mis
sions, March 7-11, 1960
Topic—“Behold Your God”
Monday—“Prepare Ye the Way” 
Tuesday—“Lift Up Thy Voice” 
Wednesday—“Reveal His Glory” 
Thursday—“Bring Good Tidings” 
Friday—“Make Straight the Way”

APRIL—Europe: Topic—“More Than a 
Name”
Secondary Emphasis: The standard inher
ent in the name Christian, why disciples 
were called Christians.

MAY—Pioneer Missions in the Homeland:
Topic—“You Can Tell”
Secondary Emphasis: Christian Witnessing

JUNE—Brazil: Topic—“Unto the Chil
dren’s Children”
Secondary Emphasis: Missionary Educa
tion of Youth

JULY- -Good Will Centers: Topic—“Cen
ters of Good Will”
Secondary Emphasis: Christian American
ization

AUGUST—Japan: Topic—“Carest Thou 
Not?”
Secondary Emphasis: World Peace

SEPTEMBER—Baptists of the World: 
Topic—“You—A World Baptist” 
Secondary Emphasis: Justice for All 
People

Circle Topics
FIRST QUARTER

Mission Study: Foreign Missions
Program Unit: Missionary Messages of the 

Bible
Thursday, July 16, 1959

Lost, But Recoverable
(Continued from page 2)

abuses in the former practices of church 
discipline, a gradual substitution of profes
sional efficiency for genuine ministerial 
piety, the popularization of church mem
bership, the admission of the unregenerate 
to the churches, the blurring of essential 
lines of moral and ethical distinction! The 
question may aptly be raised, “Are we to
day the neo-Baptists?”

What is to be done about the present 
abandonment of church discipline, espe
cially in its negative aspects? Can the 
trend me reversed? Can discipline be 
rightly restored without the abuses that 
often accompanied its abandonment? Can 
its restorative, reclamatory purpose be kept 
in view while it is being administered? These 
are major questions that call for clear and 
dedicated answers.

Church discipline is a corollary of the 
doctrine of the Christian life, wherein 
Christians must, as Paul said, keep on 
“putting off the old man” and “putting on 
the new man.” “Discipline” and disciple
ship” come from the same Latin word, 
meaning “to learn.”

Church discipline is implicit likewise in 
our Baptist ecclesiology, which has in its 
best expression always held forth the 
necessity of a disciplined as well as a re
generated and baptized membership.

Church discipline is needed as a deter
rent to the moral decline of our time. It 
used to be said of Baptists because of their

OCTOBER
Mission Study (Foreign Missions): World 

Evangelism-Overseas
Program Topic: Missions in the Old

Testament
NOVEMBER

Mission Study (Foreign Missions): World
Evangelism-Overseas

Program Topic: Missions in the New
Testament
DECEMBER

Mission Study (Foreign Missions): World 
Evangelism-Overseas

SECOND QUARTER
Mission Study: Home Missions

Program Unit: Christian Citizenship
JANUARY

Mission Study (Home Missions): Reach
ing Rural Churches

Program Topic: (Law Observance) — 
“Render Unto Caesar”
FEBRUARY

Mission Study (Home Missions): Reach
ing Rural Churches

Program Topic: (Lord’s Day Observ
ance)—“ . . . And Unto God”
MARCH

Mission Study (Home Missions): Reach
ing Rural Churches

Program Topic: (Politics, a Christian’s 
Business)—It’s Up to You

congregational polity and tendency to air 
disputes publicly, “The Baptists wash 
their dirty linen in public.” One wonders 
whether the time may fast be approaching 
when Baptists just “hang their soiled linen 
out to dry.”

Church discipline because of its New 
Testament basis should have its rightful 
place in Baptist life and practice. The New 
Testament has more clear statements on 
church discipline than on the millennial 
reign, but there seem to be no pro-, anti-, 
or a- parties shaping up. Dr. J. B. Gam
brell said that “we Baptists are many but 
not much,” but church discipline of both 
positive and negative variety can help Bap
tists to be both “many” and “much.”

Church discipline will depend to a large 
extent on those who have the responsibility 
not only to proclaim the gospel of Christ 
but to instruct, exhort, and admonish Chris
tians as to the well ordering of their lives 
in the fellowship of the body of Christ. 
Yet it should be the concern of all church 
members. The tide cannot be turned over
night, as readily as one would obtain money 
to get a ping-pong table or volleyball court 
for the church’s young people or get the 
Brotherhood to have a supper. Christians 
can bear witness to and practice the truth 
of Christian discipline both in their individ
ual lives and in the fellowship of the peo
ple of God. What do you say? Are you 
willing? May God help us so to do.

THIRD QUARTER
Mission Study: Educating Youth in Missions 
Program Unit: Educating Youth in Missions 
APRIL

Mission Study: Educating Youth in Mis
sions

Program Topic: The Missionary Home 
MAY

Mission Study: Educating Youth in Mis
sions

Program Topic: Our Missionary Organi
zations
JUNE

Mission Study: Educating Youth in Mis
sions

Program Topic: Our Missionary Youth
FOURTH QUARTER

Mission Study: WMU Study Course Book
Program Unit: Sharing Possessions

JULY
Mission Study: WMU Study Course Book
Program Topic: Christian Means of Ac

quiring Money
AUGUST

Mission Study: WMU Study Course Book
Program Topic: Recognizing His Owner

ship
SEPTEMBER

Mission Study: WMU Study Course Book
Program Topic: Beyond the Tithe
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Church

Attendances and Additions for Sunday, July 5, 1959

S.S. T.U. Add.

Alcoa, First ..............
Athens, Antioch ........

East ........................
First ........................
Avalon Heights . . . 
West End Mission .
North ........................
Idlewild ....................
Lake View ............  
McMahan Calvary . 
Mt. Harmony ........
Mt. V erd ................
Niota, First ............
Parkway ..............
Rodgers Creek
Union Grove Meigs 
Valley Road ............  
Valley View ............
West View .............■
Wild Wood ............
Zion Hill ................

Bemis, First................
Bristol, Calvary ........

Tennessee Avenue .
Brownsville..............
Charleston, First . .
Chattanooga, Avondale

Concord ....................
Northside ................
North Market ........
Ridgedale ................
Ridgeview ................
Second ....................
Spring Creek . ...
White Oak ............  
Woodland Park

Clarksville, First ....

440
166
467
564
106

55
275

63
54
97
89
72

130
67
77
49
76
26
59

145
69

286
279
545
374
104
585
405
375
140
505
244
132
430
414
353
594

175
72

166
205

37
36

130
32
36
32
25
38
37
36
34
51

13
36
89
34
83
98

185
115
40 

162 
168

99
48

181
72
42

174
115 
155 
165

If Christ walked 
through your 
town today...
If Christ had chosen this year 
—and your town—as the time 
and place of His teaching, He 
would talk with you in the 
language and idiom of today 
. . . even as He talked with the 
people of Jerusalem in the 
language and idiom of their day. 
Out of this idea—the idea of 
Jesus speaking to us in our own 
language—has come a beautiful 
new version of His teaching and 
His life—“The New Testament 
in Modern English,” translated 
by J. B. Phillips, Canon Preben
dary of Chichester Cathedral, 
England.
Although it departs from the 
style of existing versions, this 
new translation (from the orig
inal Greek) has been enthusias
tically endorsed by prominent 
Protestant clergymen of all 
denominations.
As you read this book, Christ’s 
teaching will become clearer . . . 
you and your family will feel a 
closer bond with the fascinating 
story of the New Testament.
If ever you have found other 
versions of the Bible difficult to 
understand ... if you would 
like to read Christ’s words as 
He would speak them to you 
today . . . you will want to read 
this book. The cost is only $6.00. 
Visit your local bookstore, or 
write to The Macmillan Com
pany, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York

2

5

2

2

Pleasant View ........................
Cleveland, Big Spring ............

First ........................................
Macedonia ............................
Maple Street ........................

Clinton, Second ........................
First ........................................

Columbia, First ........................
Cookeville, Steven Street ........

West View ............................
Crossville, First........................

Emmanuel................................
Decatur, Pisgah ........................
Dyer, First ................................

New Bethlehem ................  
Elizabethton, First ................

Reservoir Hill ........................
Oak Street ............................

Englewood, First........................
Fountain City, Smith wood 
Gallatin, First ............................

Southside Chapel....................
West Eastland ........................

Gladeville ....................................
Grand Junction, First............  
Greeneville, First ....................  
Harriman, South ....................

Trenton Street........................
Walnut Hill ............................

Henderson, First........................
Mission ....................................

Hendersonville, Rockland ... . 
Hixson, First ............................  
Humboldt, First ........................  
J ackson, Calvary ....................

Chapel ....................................
First ........................................
North ........................................
West ........................................

Johnson City, Central ............
Clark Street............................
Northside ................................
Temple ....................................
Unaka Avenue........................

Kenton, First ............................
Macedonia ............................

Kingsport, Colonial Heights .
First ........................................
Litz Manor ..........................

Kingston, First ........................
Knoxville, Alice Bell ............

Central (Bearden) ............
First ....................................
Grace ....................................
Lincoln Park ....................
Meridian ..........................
New Hopewell ................
Wallace Memorial . . . 
Washington Pike 

LaFollette, First................  
LaGuardo ................................  
Lawrenceburg, First............

Meadow View....................
Highland Park ........

Lebanon, Fairview................
First ..................................
Hillcrest ..........................
Rocky Valley ....................

Lenoir City, Calvary............
First ..................................
Kingston Pike....................

Lewisburg, First....................
Loudon, New Providence . .
Madisonville, Chestua ........

First ..................................
Mission ................................

Malesus ....................................
Martin, First ........................
Maryville, Broadway ............

191 
254
654 
125 
102 
439 
581 
511 
123 
212 
213
125

86 
145 
169
517

31 
144
183 
675 
635

77 
49

145 
106
322 
410
393 
268 
182

12 
41

383 
418
382

30 
776
265 
751
665 
172

31 
306 
285 
150

87 
171
678 
168
488 
311 
603 
850 
289
870 
443 
270 
426
311 
329
129 
259

99 
216
277 
483
134 
109
253 
491

79 
532
186

86 
323

61 
188
260 
624

90
140
280

38
70

105
155
192

85
51
68
56
63
75

120
155

65
45

230
157
26
28
76
58

119
146

88
127

80

189 
147 
199

39 
182 
145 
428 
121

39
15 

126
89 
68
70 
60

158
83 

185 
112 
194 
211 
122 
345 
131 
134 
144

81 
46
97
94
54
93
89 

180
91
90 
75 

197
34 

152 
149

39 
132
40 

106
61 

375

3
3

1
2
3
1
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First ..........................................
McMinnville, Magness Memorial 

Northside ..............................  
Shellsford ..............................

Mt. Pleasant, First ..................
Sandy Hook ..............................
Scott Town ..............................
Swan Creek ..............................

Memphis, Bellevue ......................
Merton Avenue ......................

Milan, First ..................................
Oak Grove..................................

Morristown, First ......................
Murfreesboro, First ..................

Calvary ......................................
Mt. View ..................................
Third ..........................................
Woodbury Road ......................

Nashville, Bethany......................
Calvary ......................................
Crievewood ..............................
Donelson ..................................
Eastland ..................................
Fairview ..................................
J ordonia ..................................
First ..........................................
T.P.S..............................................
Freeland ..................................
Gallatin Road ..........................
Glendale ..................................
Glenwood ..................................
Grace ...........................................
Immanuel ..................................
West End Chapel ..................
Inglewood . . ................•...........
Cross Keys ..............................

1 State School ..............................
Trinity Chapel..........................
Ivy Memorial ..........................
Joelton ........................
Judson ......................................

3 Benton Avenue ..................
Madison, First........................
Madison Heights ......................
Neelys Bend ..............................

1 Radnor ......................................
• River Road ..........
2 Saturn Drive ................... -. . . .

Seventh ............................
Haywood Hills........................
Shelby Avenue..........................
Una ............................
Woodbine ....................
Woodmont ..............................

Oak Ridge, Calvary..................
1 Robertsville ..............................

Old Hickory, First
Rayon City ..............................
Temple ......................................

1 Oliver Springs, First..................
1 Parsons, First..............................
7 Portland, First ....................
1 Rockwood, First ...

Whites Creek . .2 o Sevierville, Alder Branch . . .8 Antioch......................................
Beech Springs........................
Boyd’s Creek .
Dupont ....................
First ..................
Knob Creek ....
Wears Valley ...
Zion Hili'................

Shelbyville, First .
3 Smyrna, First..........................
1 Spring City, First..................
• Summertown ....................
• Trezevant, First ................

Tullahoma, First................1 Lincoln Heights................
Highland ..............

Union City, First............
2 Samburg ......................

Second ....................
1 Watertown, Round Lick ..........  

Winchester, First
2 Southside ............

814 
337 
130 
225 
201

30 
12
31 

1704
250 
325

67 
737 
614 
100 
169 
269 
185

37 
194 
227 
564 
575 
147

45 
1002

142 
135 
297 
190 
220 
773 
354
44 

792
69
68 

145 
328 
184 
596
46 

544 
168 
106 
452
49 

269 
191

53 
358 
261 
310 
535 
144 
575 
523 
181 
168 
197 
143 
320 
497 
116 
121 
132 
241 
103 
116 
541

*118 
107 
115 
384 
214 
189

98 
128 
409

72 
179 
493

37 
224 
171 
233

24

266
115

71
113
98

771
88

149
53

216
140

54
85
70
30
96
96

162
125

65
55

388

48 
101

66
73 

331 
118

33
295

43

57 
128 
141 
185

17 
206

65
69

168
41 

112
93
29 

133 
163 
119 
180
91 

191 
208

87 
118
78
53 

118 
133

54 
84
51
89
31
62

144
68 
48
80
74
58
74
62
62

111
45 

120 
181

36 
112

67
53

CONVERT SPARE TIME TO LEARNING
Thousands are doing it!

ENROL IN HOME STUDY
SOUND SCHOLARLY

TRAINED INSTRUCTORS

Courses in Bible and Religious Education 
For free information write 

Seminary Extension Department 
P. O. Box 1 154 

Jackson 5, Mississippi
Lee Gallman, Th.D., Director
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Sunday School Department

Teaching And Training
The following is a letter from J. Roger 

Skelton, Superintendent of Teaching, and 
Crawford Howell, Superintendent of Train
ing for the Sunday School Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board:

“I am sure you are planning a maximum 
emphasis on ‘teaching’ for 1960. One way 
to do this would be to lead the churches 
and associations in your state to make it 
possible for every Sunday school teacher 
to earn an award for the study of his de
partment teaching book, and make an all- 
out effort to motivate teachers to take ad
vantages of the opportunity. Would you 
join with us in promoting such an undertak
ing?

“We hope that you will use every pro
motional means at your command to make 
this goal a reality. At any time you 
hold meetings of state approved workers 
and/or associational Sunday school officers, 
we suggest that they be challenged to make 
definite plans toward achieving this objec
tive. A letter from you to each associa
tional Sunday school superintendent would 
have tremendous value.

“It is our conviction that teachers will 
take advantage of the opportunity if they 
have it, and if they are encouraged to do so. 
Teachers are interested in how they can 
teach their pupils the Bible lesson next 
Sunday and the Sundays which follow. 
This is their greatest concern and need!

“Of the 850,371 Sunday School Training 
Course awards issued in 1958, only 161,820 
were earned on teaching books—less than 
20 per cent. During 1958, over 15,000 
of our churches did not request a single 
training course award of any kind. Over 
twice as many awards were issued last year 
for administration courses as for teaching 
courses.

“This fact points up our task with great 
urgency! Due to the small size of many 
of our churches, it is imperative that as
sociational central and group training 
schools offering the department teaching 
books be planned. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this endeavor.”

We share with them in this earnest re
quest to give major emphasis to all teach
ing books.

SUCCESSFUL PARENT-WORKER MEETING 
IN NASHVILLE

The Cradle Roll and Nursery depart
ments at Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville, Tennessee had a parent-worker 
meeting on May 5, 1959 during Christian 
Home Week. It was also an activity during 
“Cradle Roll Department Emphasis Month” 
in the church.

In preparation for the meeting, the pro
gram and welcome committees made the 
room attractive with the use of posters on 

the objectives in the Cradle Roll depart
ment and the purposes in the Nursery de
partment, displays of literature and supplies, 
and spring flowers. As the over one hun
dred parents and workers arrived they 
found their name tag as a baby diaper on 
the clothes line in the hallway. Record
ings for the Nursery department were played 
as they arrived.

The program began with a get acquainted 
period. Members of the Nursery correlat
ing committee were introduced and a brief 
explanation of its duty given. The Cradle 
Roll and Nursery workers in the Sunday 
school and the Nursery workers in the 
Training Union were recognized. A devo
tional was given by the pastor, Dr. Harold 
J. Purdy, and music for Nursery children 
was discussed by the minister of music, 
Rudolph Howard. The parents and workers 
enjoyed singing some of the songs.

The filmstrip Guiding Nursery Children 
was shown and narrated by Mrs. Jesse

He Read

The American Bible Society reports that 
a widely publicized program on “This Is 
Your Life,” T.V. Tupi of Rio de Janeiro 
featured a former criminal known as “Seven 
Fingers” or Sete Dedos, so-called because 
he had lost three fingers in an accident 
when quite young.

Sete had spent most of his life in jail. 
He was arrested by mistake early in life and

Rev. C. Benton Williams, pastor of Everett 
Hills Baptist Church, Maryville, Tennessee, 
will bring the Friday night message at the 
State Brotherhood Convention at Camp Carson, 
July 31-August 2.

The Williams now residing at Morningside 
Drive, Maryville, will be leaving soon as 
missionaries to Bangkok, Thailand.

Meek, the Nursery-Co-ordinator in the 
Training Union. The Nursery policies were 
interpreted by Ernest Dickson, chairman 
of the Nursery correlating committee, and 
members of the committee. The meeting 
was concluded with a period of fellowship 
and refreshments.

The general chairman for the parent
worker meeting was Mrs. Loftin Kinnard, 
the Nursery co-ordinator in the Sunday 
school. She used several committees of 
parents and workers. A booklet giving the 
program outline, the personnel in the de
partments, purposes and objectives in the 
work, the Nursery policies and Nursery 
music was a momento of the occasion.

Mrs. Douglas Hills presided at the meet
ing. Note: We are grateful to Mrs. Doug
las Hills for the above article on a success
ful parent-worker meeting sponsored by the 
Cradle Roll and Nursery departments of 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville. 
Mrs. Hills is superintendent of the Cradle 
Roll department of that church, and superin
tendent of Cradle RollWork, Baptist Sun
day School Board, Nashville.

Mrs. Milderd Oaks, Superintendent 
Cradle Roll, Nursery and Beginner Work 
State Sunday School Department

The Bible

spent a night in jail. Later he was arrested 
on suspicion of a crime which he had not 
committed. This increased his resentment, 
so he started on a life of crime, beginning 
with petty thievery and later developing 
into one of the most dangerous of criminals.

While in the penitentiary, someone gave 
him a Bible. He found Christ as his Sav
iour through reading of the Bible. His life 
was transformed. This so changed his at
titude that the change was noticed by the 
prison officials and he became a trusty in 
the penitentiary.

Sete studies his Bible assiduously and is 
well-informed on Biblical matters. He now 
holds Bible studies and prayer services in 
the penitentiary.
World Wide Bible Reading Theme

“The Everlasting Light” is the theme that 
has been chosen for the Worldwide Bible 
Reading program, sponsored each year by 
the American Bible Society from Thanks
giving to Christmas, according to Dr. James 
Z. Netti nga, who is in charge of the pro
gram. This is the 16th consecutive year 
for the reading program.

Universal Bible Sunday is the high spot 
of the program and will occur this year on 
Sunday, December 11. Packets of ma
terial to be used in the Bible Sunday ob
servance will be mailed early in the fall to 
pastors across the United States of more 
than 50 denominations. The “bookmarks” 
containing a suggested list of daily read
ings for the 31-day period will, as usual, 
be available to churches, schools, libraries 
and other institutions as well as individuals.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 19, 1959 
By Oscar Lee Rives

Friendliness For Newcomers
TEXTS: Ruth 1 to 4 (Larger)—Ruth 1:19 to 
2:2; 4:13-17 (Printed).

The story of Ruth as we have it in the 
Bible reminds one of that found in 
Longfellow’s “Evangeline” or Goethe’s 
“Hermann and Dorothea”. In all three one 
sees the account of love at its best among 
the young in rural surroundings. The last 
two are called pastoral poems. The first 
might be called a pastoral poem set to the 
form of prose. It is said that Benjamin 
Franklin read the book of Ruth before the 
elite of France one time without telling the 
group that it was taken from the Bible. At 
the conclusion the delight was universal and 
great with all wanting to know where he 
found such a lovely story. The position of 
the book of Ruth as we find it in our Bibles 
is significant also. It brightens the otherwise 
gloomy period of the Judges and serves as 
a fitting introduction to the story of Samuel. 
Our printed passage centers attention upon 
four persons: Naomi, Ruth, Boaz and Obed.

Picture story books about God, Jesus, the Bible, and 
nature to read to the very young, and for beginning 
readers to read to themselves. Each book contains 25 
to 30 pages of simple text and beautiful full-color pic
tures. Sturdy colorful bindings. Each book is a big 
6% x 972 inches. Each, 65#!

Books in the series
MORE BIBLE FRIENDS TO KNOW—
by Jane Williams
WHEN JESUS WAS HERE—
by Sadie Holcombe Davis
CHILDREN OF BIBLE DAYS----by Florence Hearn 
BRAVE MEN OF THE BIBLE— by Emma Pettey 
BIBLE FRIENDS TO KNOW—by Floy Bernard 
JESUS, ONCE A CHILD— 
by Sadie Holcombe Davis
GOD'S BOOK FOR ME—by Hattie Bell Allen 
THEY SAW JESUS—by Robbie Trent 
GOD'S GOOD GIFTS—by Ruth S. Gray 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD—by Hattie Bell Allen 
JUST LIKE JESUS—by Hattie Bell Allen

Chattanooga (2) • 734 Cherry Street
Knoxville (08J • 706 South Gay Street
Memphis (1) • 24 North Second Street, Box 335
Nashville (3) • 161 Eighth Avenue, North

Th® Sorrow of a Family (1:19-22)
Naomi whose name means Pleasant in

sists upon being called Mara upon returning 
to Bethlehem. The name means Bitter. 
Sorrow had filled her life with the loss of 
her husband and two sons. Ruth was the 
widow of one of the sons. Orpah was the 
widow of the other. Added to the sorrows 
of death was the poverty of Naomi and her 
faithful daughter-in-law Ruth. One can 
imagine the dreary journey from Moab to 
Bethlehem of the two women both hoping 
for a better day in their tragic 
disappointments and aches of heart. The 
people of Bethlehem were sympathetic and 
understanding but their spirits were never
theless at a low ebb. Note the classic 
statement made by Ruth of her undying 
loyalty to Naomi (1:16 17). There is no 
finer word in all literature than this. It 
should be fastened in the memory. Naomi 
had lost a husband and two sons but she 
had gained a “new daughter”.

The Honor of a Kinsman (2:1, 2)
Boaz was the relative of Naomi’s deceased 

husband. He was also a man of great 
wealth. Best of all he proved to be a man 
of honor as a study of the entire book shows 
(we should be reminded that the present 
series of lessons are book studies). These 
two verses introduce the most beautiful love 
story found in all the Bible. Ruth goes to 
reap grain to help support herself and her 
mother-in-law. “And her hap was to light on 
a part of the field belonging to Boaz” the 
record tells us. Much depended upon that 
incident. She came under the notice and 
protection of this honorable man who saw 
to it that she was able to gather extra grain. 
He directed his young men to “let fall also 
some of the handsful of purpose for her” so 
that she could carry back to Naomi and 
their home more than the usual amount. 
Later Boaz treats her with kindness and 
consideration in protecting her good name 
(the customs of the time and place are 
strange to us but are in no sense a reflection 
upon Ruth’s morals). Yet later Boaz 
conforms to all of the laws of the land 
regarding the transfer of property and 
finally takes Ruth for his wife. ’ In every 
transaction he illustrates integrity.

The Birth of a Son (4:13-17)
How could a love story end without the 

birth of a son? The little fellow Obed came 
into the home of Boaz and Ruth to bless 
not only their lives but also the life of 
Naomi. The women of the community 
reminded her that the baby boy would 
become “a restorer of thy life”. She became 
also the child’s nurse. The women also 
spoke of the baby as Naomi’s son, naming 
him Obed. He became the grandfather of 
David, according to the record as we have 
it here. One can imagine the joy and 
laughter, as well as the occasional anxious 
moments, that characterized this new home 
which had been established in the town of 
Bethlehem; because there was the birth of 
this son. Good homes, where children laugh 
and play and where love dwells in the hearts 
of parents, make the difference. An honest 
man and a virtuous woman, as husband 
and wife, constitute a good foundation.

Free to WRITERS
seeking a book publisher

Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures tell how 
to publish your book, get 40% royalties, na
tional advertising, publicity and promotion.
Free editorial appraisal. Write Dept. JAC 7
Exposition Press /386 4th Ave., n. y. 16

AUTHORS WANTED
BY N. Y. PUBLISHER

Leading book publisher seeks manuscripts 
of all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
scholarly and religious works, etc. New 
authors welcomed. Send for free booklet 
SB 29. Vantage Press, 120 W. 31 St., 
New York 1.
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^he young South—
Boys and girls sometimes write that they 

enjoy every letter in our Young South 
column. Usually they read all the letters, 
just because they are interested and enjoy 
learning about the activities of friends in 
other places.

Other Young South friends say that they 
try to find letters from boys and girls their 
own age, friends who share their hobbies, 
and so on. These are usually the Young 
South friends who are especially interested 
in pen pals. They want to exchange letters 
with friends who share their interests and 
have something special to write about.

What kind of letter-reader are you? Do 
you read all the letters, just for enjoyment? 
Or do you read only letters which appeal 
to you for a special reason? What do you 
look for, as you read our Young South 
letters—ages, hobbies, or something else? 
I’d like to know.

Every one of today’s letters is interesting 
and I hope you will take time to read each 
one. Then reread any letters which were 
particularly interesting. Mark sections 
which appeal to you. Will you choose one 
of today’s letters to answer?

From Gloria Gregory, Route 7, Humboldt, 
Tenn.:

I am 10 years old. My birthday is July 
29. I go to Pope Elementary School where 
I am in the fifth grade.

I am a Christian and go to Bible Grove 
Baptist Church. I am in Training Union.

My hobbies are reading and watching 
TV.

I have one dog named Sandy. He can 
do a lot of cute tricks.

I have a sweet music teacher, and I love 
music.

I have one pen pal, Linda Kay Pope. 
I would like to have more pen pals, any 
age.

I would also like to have a picture of 
each pen pal. Thank you very much for 
printing my letter.

From Linda Walling, 409 Lakehurst Dr., 
Nashville, Tenn.:

I am 12 years old. My birthday is No
vember 14. I go to Grubbs Baptist Church. 
I would like pen pals any age. I will tell 
them more about myself in the letters. I 
would like a picture of each of my friends 
and promise to write to each one.

Prom Linda Polk, Route 4, Westmoreland, 
Tenn.:

I have written you once before, back in 
the winter. My school vacation started May 
15. We had our Vacation Bible school May 
25-29.

I am planning to go to 4-H Camp in

Columbia, Tennessee. I am also going to 
visit some of my relatives.

I have six pen pals already and hope to 
get many more this summer.

I attend Westmoreland First Baptist 
Church where my father is pastor. Thank 
you for printing my letter.

From Frances Martin, 106 Brookfield Ave., 
Chattanooga 11 Tenn.:

I was 11 years old June 2 and was pro
moted to the sixth grade. My church is 
the Brainerd Baptist Church. We had a 
ten-day Vacation Bible school in June. I 
belong to the G.A. This summer I plan to 
go to GA camp for five days and then to 
Girl Scout camp for ten days.

Our church library is planning a sujimi er
reading program. I am going to take part 
in it.

My family is going on a trip this summer, 
but we haven’t decided yet where. I have 
a busy summer mapped out, but to make 
it still more fun I would like to have some 
pen pals about my own age, especially ones 
who enjoy outdoors sports such as swim
ming and hiking.

From Doris Blair, Route 3, Maryville, 
Tenn.:

I was 15 years old on May 30. I go to 
Porter High School where I will be in the 
tenth grade next year.

I go to Cedar Grove Baptist Church. 
My hobby is listening to the radio and 
watching certain TV programs.

I would like very much to have pen pals, 
boys or girls, ages 14-17. I promise to 
answer every letter I receive.

From Patsy Myers, Route 3, Tucora Hills, 
Clinton, Tenn.:

I am 10 years old. I go to First Baptist 
Church and attend Training Union and 
Sunday school. I am a Christian and was 
baptized June 21.

My hobbies are collecting stamps and 
swimming. I would like to have pen pals 
any age.

After you have answered at least one of 
today’s letters, I hope you will have time 
to write me a news note. Your summertime 
activities will be especially interesting—and 
I want to share some of them with Young 
South friends. How about a letter right 
away? Have you had a trip, chosen a new 
hobby, started a collection, or had some 
unusual experience about which you might 
write? Are you finding special ways to 
help at home this summer? What has been 
the nicest part of your vacation? Write me 
about that! Thanks.

AUNT POLLY
Belcourt at Sixteenth Ave., S.
Nashville, Tenn.

This is the 
way it was 

told tn us..
A merry heart doeth good like a medicine 

Prov. 17?22

A man can fracture his pride in a fall 
over his own bluff.

“I guess I’m not cut out for public speak
ing,” moans a friend. “Every time I stand 
up to make a few remarks, my mind sits 
down.”

Science is resourceful. It couldn’t open 
a daycoach window, so it air-conditioned 
the train.

The ace sales agent returned after six 
weeks on the road and presented his ex
pense account to the manager. “What’s 
this big item here on the account?” growled 
the boss.

“Oh,” replied the salesman, “that’s my 
hotel bill.”

A passenger in a plane sat relaxed at 
a window observing the spectacle of the 
heavens. Suddenly a parachutist appeared 
and drifted by.

“Going to join me?” cried the parachutist.
“No, I’m very happy where I am.”
“Just as you like,” called the parachutist, 

“but I’m the pilot.”

An irate visitor dashed angrily up to the 
beekeeper and complained, “One of your 
bees stung me and I want you to do some
thing about it.” The beekeeper answered 
soothingly, “Sure, lady, you just show me 
which one it was and I’ll punish it.”

While teaching algebra I was trying to 
stress the point that unlike terms cannot 
be combined. I used fruits as an example 
and asked, “You can add one apple and one 
apple and get two apples, but you can’t add 
an apple and an orange, can you?”

Immediately a hand went up and a boy 
said, “Sure! You get fruit salad.”

The opening many a person needs most 
is one in his closed mind.

East Texas Baptist College
Marshall, Texas

Full Accreditation
Christian

Reasonable Rates 
Co-educational 

Fall Term Begins September 14, 1959

CONTACT:
H. D. Bruce, President
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Rural people formerly were severely 
isolated from the rest of the people of 

America. Modern means of transportation 
and the social and economic factors that 
have made it necessary for people to move 
from place to place have created a popula
tion on the move. It has been reported that 
at least one out of every three families 
moves each year.

People Move

Because the territory of the Southern Bap
tist Convention has always been the center 
of population growth in America there has 
been a surplus of people in these areas 
which made it necessary to move to other 
areas for employment. Consequently, South
ern Baptist people have been on the move. 
People from the small towns and farm areas 
have gone to the cities in order to get in
dustrial employment. From Kentucky they 

Spiritual Migrants
have gone to Detroit; from Mississippi to 
Toledo; from Arkansas to California, and so 
forth.

Many of these people moved originally 
intending it to be a temporary thing. In 
time, however, they found that farm condi
tions had deteriorated rather than improved, 
and since they had good economic work it 
was necessary for them to stay on in the 
city. Due to these circumstances literally 
millions of Southern Baptists have left their 
original homes and moved to neighboring 
cities or distant states.

Lost Membership

I was in an open country church where 
they had 100 resident members and 124 
non-resident members. This church in the 
last 15 to 20 years had lost half of its mem
bership through migration.

When people move they frequently move 
everything except the church letter. There 
are several reasons for this. In the current 
situation many loyal Southern Baptist peo
ple move into areas such as Michigan and 
Ohio where at that time there were no 
Southern Baptist churches. They probably 
visited churches but did not feel at home 
and thus dropped out of church attendance 

A LIFE INCOME FOR YOU

You Con Create a Trust Paying You a Life Income 
Through Your Own State Baptist Foundation.

FOR DETAILS ASK YOUR PASTOR OR WRITE
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and left the church membership back in the 
old home church.

Many who came from small town and 
open country churches went to cities where 
there was a large difference in the type of 
church they found. They moved perhaps 
from a very small church but in the new 
community they found only large churches. 
These large churches were so different from 
the small church back home that they failed 
to fit into it and because it was so strange 
to them they dropped out of church attend
ance. Many people moved from the small 
town or country area where the church was 
old and stable but moved into a community 
which was new and ever changing. The 
churches were new. They were doing things 
differently; they were in constant bustle of 
activity which made a strange situation to 
the people who had been accustomed to a 
rather routine program. For this reason 

many people probably never moved their 
membership.

Much of the loss of church membership, 
no doubt has been due to inaccurate church 
records. One church," for example, which 
made a thorough restudy of its non-resident 
church membership found that a good many 
of the names on the non-resident roll were 
deceased people. It is not easy to keep up 
with the deaths of a church roll particularly 
when it is heavily loaded with non-resident 
names. One church in examining its rolls 
found it had 350 names of people who could 
not be located in any way. They had re
ported the 350 people as members but ac
tually could not find them. Another church 
which surveyed its church roll found that 
some names which it was carrying on in the 
inactive list had joined other churches and 
were active leaders in those churches. The 
rolls simply had been allowed to become out 
of date.

This problem has become so acute in re
cent years that it has been commonly esti
mated that at least two and one half million 
Southern Baptist members are non-resident. 
We cannot help but believe that if these peo
ple had been thoroughly trained as Southern 
Baptists they would have continued their 

active affiliation with a church after they 
moved to a new community.

Spiritual Loss

The tragedy of all this is not simply that 
our church rolls are out of date in many 
cases and that we have a large list of non
resident church members. The real tragedy 
is in the spiritual loss which we are ex
periencing as a denomination. We have 
developed millions of “spiritual migrants”. 
We have developed a generation of people 
who have moved from place to place but 
have never put down spiritual roots in the 
place where they live.

The spiritual conditions of these “spiritual 
migrants” is tragic. To be sure, the soul 
may be saved but the Christian life lost. 
It is wonderful that a person may be re
deemed but it is a tragedy when that re
deemed person does not invest his life in 
active and consistent Christian living and 
service.

Not only is this a loss to the individual 
person as he misses the rich blessings of con
secrated Christian living but it is also a 
tremendous loss to the Kingdom of God as 
a whole. These estimates, if true, mean 
that Southern Baptists have lost nearly a 
fourth of their total membership. This is 
a tragically high percentage of loss to use
fulness in the Kingdom of God. It means, 
that churches have claimed strength that 
they do not really have. This is unfor
tunate to say the least.
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Now what can we do to correct this prob
lem and to prevent its continuance in the 
future? First we would say that a church 
should keep its church roll current. This re
quires an active and well-trained clerk who 
will keep alert to all church membership 
moves both transfer of letter and transfer 
of residence.

Second, it means that a church should 
report to the association in annual session 
only the people it actually has.

Third, a church should make a diligent 
effort to revive the spiritual migrants that' 
have left its community. These people need 
Christ and the home church has the best 
opportunity to encourage them to become 
active wherever they may live.

Fourth, a church should indoctrinate its 
members in the importance of church mem
bership and thus train them before they 
leave the community to have a conviction 
about carrying active Christian affiliation 
wherever in the world they may go.

Dr. Clark is Professor of Pastoral Ministry and 
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