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. . . Radio Boycott Gives Birth To Book Store
• We went to the leading radio station in Guada
lajara to arrange for a program, since the new 
law now pennits religious broadcasts. A priest 
revises all the programs for this radio station, and 
when he saw our program, he called the arch
bishop. Our program did not go on the air.

Another station agreed to sell us time, but after 
a few programs, the pressure put on was so great 
that we were taken off the air. The last broadcast 
announced our program, and then for our re
corded hymns, substituted records of rock and 
roll.

We now have a signed contract with another 
station for three programs a week, for fifteen 
minutes each; the cost, however, is $6.50 for each 
program instead of the regular price of $3.25. This 
station also insists that we have a commercial 
sponsor.

Our Baptist Book Store, which we plan on in
augurating soon, will sponsor our radio programs. 
We have no money in our budget for the book 
store, although the need for one is great, and it 
will have to be self-supporting. The manager will 
receive no salary but will work on a commission 
basis.

Here is how you can help: Send us any good 
used books, English or Spanish (not school books), 
and magazines that you do not need. No duty is 
charged on books. The sale of these in the used 
book department of our store will help pay the 
rent and buy new stock.

The main purpose of both the radio programs 
and the Baptist Book Store is to get the Gospel 
message to the people of Mexico. —Orvil W. Reid, 
Apartado 1436, Guadalajara, Jal., Mexico
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Home Board To Ask For Loan Corporation
ATLANTA—(BP)—The Southern Bap

tist Convention will be asked to approve a 
multi-million dollar Church Loan Corpora
tion, to be controlled by its Home Mission 
Board.

The action was taken by the mission, 
board following the recommendation of its 
Church Loans Committee with the advice 
of an Advisory Committee composed of 
top financial leaders of the nation.

The Advisory Committee counseled

Nation's Crime Rate
Climbs 11 Per Cent

WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — The 
nation’s crime rate climbed 11 per cent 
during the first nine months of 1960 to 
reach the worst level in history, Director J. 
Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation reported here.

Submitting his quarterly report on uni
form crime statistics gathered from police 
departments of all cities with a population 
over 25,000, Mr. Hoover said, “This rising 
trend follows a seven per cent increase in 
the first quarter of this year, as compared 
with 1959, which reached nine per cent at 
midyear and at September 30 stood at 11 
per cent.”

Meanwhile, a sampling of trends in rural 
areas and small towns indicated a five per 
cent increase in crimes there.

. . . One Man's Opinion
• It takes a lot of things to help a man to 
think straight and to think in relationship to him
self and to others and definitely to the future. . . . 
Decisions ought to be made from good judgment 
and wisdom in dealing with reality. I am not 
taking sides in this about the vote on Harrison- 
Chilowee Academy, however my feelings indicate 
to me that the Convention made a very serious 
blunder when it voted to continue the life of the 
Academy from a purely mawkish emotional point 
of view. I think this question ought to have been 
referred to the Executive Board for discussion and 
decision. I further believe that the members of the 
faculty of the Academy ought to be fair and 
not be so blind and not to be unwilling to see 
at least the facts as they really are.—C. L. Niceley, 
Pastor, Forest Hills Baptist Church, Newport, 
Tennessee
REPLY—This question is beyond the authority 
of the Executive Board. Only the Convention can 
determine such a matter and this by secret ballot. 

________ THE EDITOR.

Orthodox Jews See TV 
Endangering Public's Morals

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. — (RNS) — 
Present-day television programs were con
demned by the Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America here as “a dis
service to the American public and a great 
danger to the moral fiber of our nation.”

Some 1,000 delegates to the Union’s 62nd 
biennial convention adopted a resolution 
deploring “the lack of spiritual content and 
national purpose of present-day television 
programs.”

against implementing a funded reserve pre
viously considered. The funded reserve pro
posal, having been approved by the conven
tion last May, would ha\ge used loan funds 
to secure church loans and bonds.

“The limitations placed by the Conven
tion on the funded reserve,” G. Frank Gar
rison of Atlanta, director of the Church 
Loan Division, said, “rendered it largely 
ineffective.”

The proposed corporation, to be known 
as the Baptist Home Mission Board Church 
Loan Corporation, will start with more 
than $3 million to be transferred from the 
Church Extension Loan Fund.

Added to this will be funds from the 
capital needs section of the Cooperative 
Program. The Convention had set up $4 
million for the Church Extension Loan 
Fund during 1959-1963.

The corporation, as suggested by the Ad
visory Committee and the Church Loans 
Committee of the Home Board, will be able 
to issue bonds for sale to the public. This 
will enable the Corporation to increase its 
available loan funds to as much as six and 
two-thirds times its assets.

According to Garrison, the $3 million 
could secure bond sales totalling $20 mil
lions.

The proposal will be presented to the 
Southern Baptist Executive Committee in 
February, and, if approved, will go to the 
Convention at its meeting at St. Louis in 
May.

25 Home Mission
Appointees Place 2034 
Missionaries

ATLANTA—(BP)—Twenty-five South
ern Baptist Home missionaries, commis
sioned in Atlanta’s first public appointment 
service, placed the number of missionaries 
at 2034.

The service was a part of the annual 
meeting of the denomination’s Home Mis
sion Board.

Among those appointed were a product 
of Panamanian missions for Spanish work 
in California, a Texas pastor of 16 years 
for pioneer mission work in Long Island, 
and a native of Spain for Spanish work in 
Texas.

Executive Secretary Courts Redford used 
Paul’s admonition to the Young Timothy 
as he charged the new appointees to “maxi
mum use of talents for God.”

Among those appointed for pioneer mis
sions was A. Wilson Parker of Tennessee 
area missionary in Montana.

Six appointment services were scheduled 
by the Board for 1961.

Of the 2034 missionaries now under ap
pointment by the Home Mission Board 
450 were appointed during 1960.
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NASHVILLE—Members of the State Board’s Administrative Committee are shown here just after an 
early morning session. Left to right, James P. Craine, Gallatin; Gaye L. McGIothlen, Nashville, chm. 
Christian Service Committee; E. Warren Rust, Cleveland, chm. Administrative Committee; G. Allen West, 
Nashville, chm. Denominational Cooperation Committee; W. C. Garland (almost hidden), Humboldt; chm. 
Public Affairs and Christian Life Committee; 0. C. Rainwater, Loudon; Orvind Dangeau, Somerville; W. A. 
Boston, Memphis, chm. Tennessee Baptist Program Committee; A. D. Foreman, Jr., Memphis; Gordon 
Greenwell, Sevierville; Grant L. Jones (nearly hidden) Lewisburg, vice-chairman Executive Board; 
Charles Trentham, Knoxville, chm. Education Committee. Also on the Committee but not present at 
the time picture was made are David Q. Byrd, Jackson, chm. State Missions Committee; E. E. Deusner, 
Lexington, chm. Executive Board; and C. M. Pickier, Memphis, president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. The Administrative Committee serves also as the BAPTIST and REFLECTOR'S operating 
committee.

Designations Boom, Cooperative Slows
NASHVILLE—(BP)—Cooperative Pro

gram receipts for the Southern Baptist Con
vention are running less than one-half of 
one per cent more than for 1959, despite an 
increase of more than 9 per cent in the 
minimum agency budget needs.

Convention Treasurer Porter Routh here 
said that $1,237,465 received from states 
during November brought the 11-month 
total to $15,571,601. At the same time a 
year ago, the income was $15,564,728.

The 1960 budget to meet the operating 
and capital needs of all 20 Convention 
agencies is $16,386,900. In 1959, it was 
$15 million. This means one year ago, the 
SBC had already entered the advance stage 
of its Cooperative Program budget.

During this advance stage, which ends 
with the calendar year, all income goes 
solely to Home and Foreign Missions. For
eign Missions gets 75 per cent.

This year, through November, the SBC 
receipts were still about $800,000 short of 
the gateway to the advance stage. Earlier 
Baker J. Cauthen, Richmond, executive sec
retary of the Convention’s Foreign Mission 
Board, expressed confidence that the Board 
would get the $800,000 it needs from the 
advance stage.

If he is right, December would have to be 
a $2 million month in Cooperative Program 
receipts for the Southern Convention. The 
Cooperative Program from churches would 
have to be at least $6 million, since states 
keep about two-thirds (a conventionwide 
average) of the funds.

Routh said a check for about $310,000 
in Cooperative Program receipts was en 
route to Nashville from Montgomery, Ala
bama Baptists. A. H. Reid, executive secre
tary of the Alabama Baptist State Conven
tion there, said he had hoped the check 
would reach Nashville before November 
books closed.

This, Routh said, brightens the picture.
In November, designated gifts amounted 

to $158,168 bringing the year’s total to date 
to $11,367,290. This means designated gifts 
to SBC agencies (this includes the annual 
Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong offer
ings) are up 10.9 per cent over 1959.

Several states which send large Coopera
tive Program amounts to the SBC were trail
ing their 1959 donations at this period. This 
included Louisiana, North Carolina, Okla
homa, and Texas. The combined amounts 
to have brought these states equal to their 
1959 mark stood at $578,000.

According to a story reported in the 
Sacramento Bee some years ago, a group 
of men were discussing the statement 
“Money can buy anything.” A wealthy 
businessman, it is said, went so far as to 
offer $4,000 to anyone who could 
convincingly name four desirable things 
which money could not buy. He was 
positive that no one would be able to meet 
the challenge. He smiled skeptically when 
one of the men took out a pad and pencil, 
wrote four short lines, and passed the note 
to the challenger. He glanced at it 
carelessly at first, then gave it a more 
studied look. Without a word he got out 
his checkbook and made good his promise.

The list of the four things money 
cannot buy read: “A baby’s smile; youth 
after it is gone; the love of a good woman; 
and entrance into heaven.”—J. L. Tucker, 
“The Things Money Cannot Buy,” These 
Times.

A recent survey of teen-agers in Idaho was 
made to compare the scholastic standings 
of students who don’t own cars with 
students who do. It showed that not one 
of the “A” students surveyed and only 15 
per cent of the “B” students were 
permitted by their parents to have cars. 
But a shocking 41 per cent of the “C” 
students, 71 per cent of the “D” students, 
and 83 per cent of the flunking students 
did own cars.—Leonard W. Robinson, 
“Are You Doing Too Much for Your 
Child?” Good Housekeeping.

A child is like a field of corn planted at the 
hand of a farmer. It must be cultivated 
and cared for; and if weeds grow in it, or 
if birds attack the young corn, or worms 
enter the ears, shall we expect the stalk of 
corn to clear itself of weeds, or birds, or 
worms? The harvest will be in proportion 
to the hand that cares for it, not less nor 
greater.—Robert S. Martin, “Delinquent 
Parents,” Defender.

The full use of today is the best preparation 
for tomorrow.—Carl E. Holmes, quoted 
in Better Way.

Learning is not a commodity that is for sale; 
once acquired it cannot be returned or 
exchanged. Intellectual growth is not a 
thing; hence it cannot be inherited. . . . 
Since learning can neither be bought nor 
sold, by the same rule it cannot be lost, 
stolen, or even given away. Man does 
forget, lose skills and attitudes, but all is 
not lost. Man is never the same again after 
he has learned a fact, skill, attitude or 
understanding.—George H. Cooke,
“Learning Is Not for Sale,” Clearing 
House.
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EDIT©
Whose Image?

Churches should not be indifferent to what others 
think about them. But neither should this be their 
supreme concern. It may be, however, that some 
ministers and some churches are becoming overly- 
anxious about their so called public “image.”

We used to hear the word “reputation.” Today its 
edged out by “image.” We used the term “reputation” 
for the general regard in which an individual, business 
or institution was held. It was public opinion about 
one’s character. It was of course not necessarily the 
same as one’s real character. We at least realized 
there was a distinction. Nowadays the concept of 
“image” is of public esteem or disfavor. It is con
cerned with public relations. And it has gotten to 
be an all consuming goal with some. But there is 
something even more important than having a good 
image with the public.

Two news releases the same day present opposing

We Need To Enlarge Our Windows

viewpoints on this topic. They dealt with the public 
image in religion. One urges ministers to learn the 
techniques of show business to put their message across. 
The other warns those who would try to bring in the 
kingdom of God through advertising and publicity.

A former president of the Canadian Council of 
Churches hits at “sanctimonious piety in appearance 
dress, and voice” for giving the preacher a pompous 
and silly image. Sincerity is essential. Without it 
there can be no real communication of the gospel. 
But it is questionable that sincerity can be conjured 
up by show business tricks.

On the other hand the Council of Administration 
of the United Brethren holds that the church’s business 
is not to see how many times it can get mentioned 
in newspapers or on the air. It cautions against 
depending too much on Madison Avenue methods.

There is a very real need for wise use of modern 
means of communication. What the public thinks 
about the church is important. Even more important 
is how the Head of the Church regards His people and 
servants. Whose image are we trying to portray? We 
are here to bring men to God through Jesus Christ, 
never to promote ourselves. Modern media of com
munication are powerful. The motive in using them 
needs watching.

Publishing The Gospel
A Baptist preacher has been publishing evangelistic 

messages as ads in some 100 publications in Greece. 
Himself a Greek, he has been carrying his gospel mes
sages for two years through media of the newspapers 
to the people. The Greek Orthodox Church has fought 
him bitterly on the charge that he has no right to use 
the title ‘reverend’. They are trying to jail him for 
‘misleading’ Greek Orthodox readers of his messages 
in secular newspapers, making Protestants of them. 
Just how well he has done this may be seen in the pro
posed offer by the bishops to the papers of the same 
amount of money the Baptist evangelist pays for his 
messages, to induce the publications either to drop his 
ads or print sermons by Orthodox clergy. Our sug
gestion to the bishops: “If you can’t beat ’em, join 
em.
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The State Board in a two-day session 
December 1 and 2, completed its organiza
tion for the new year. The seventy-five 
member board, in its first meeting at the 
State Board building in Nashville since the 
Convention, was presided over by Edwin E. 
Deusner, chairman and Grant L. Jones, vice- 
chairman. Both of these were re-elected, 
along with Hudson Hicks as recording secre
tary and W. Fred Kendall as executive-secre
tary.

Membership of the Board was increased 
from fifty-four to seventy-five at the session 
of the Convention last month. The Board 
was organized into seven functioning com
mittees dealing with seven areas of the Con
vention’s work: Administrative, Tennessee 
Baptist Program, Education, State Missions, 
Christian Services, Public Affairs and Chris
tian Life, and Denominational Cooperation.

At a dinner preceding the Thursday night 
session the Board heard an indoctrination 
talk by Gaye L. McGlothlen, the Conven
tion’s past President. Dr. McGlothlen who 
served as Chairman of the Convention Sur
vey Committee explained the philosophy be
hind the committee structure. The seven 
committees of the Board are related as a 
team. They seek to solve Convention prob
lems and promote its work through central 
planning and coordination. More thorough 
consideration of all Convention affairs is 
anticipated under the new organization. The 
Board, as the Convention’s principal ad
visory group, serves as the Convention ad 
interim. However, it is limited in its author
ity and can neither initiate or terminate in
stitutions of itself. Only the Convention has 
such authority. The Board is the source 
of responsibility for carrying out the state 
Convention’s approved program.
► In its sessions the Board approved $24,- 
600 for 35 requests in grants for pastor aid 
through the State Missions Committee.
► To bring its functioning into line with the 
Survey recommendations the Board’s By- 
Laws, written in 1919, will be studied for 
revision at the June 6, 1961 meeting.
► Administration of the Church Loan pro
gram was committed to the Executive Secre
tary, W. Fred Kendall, the Administrative 
Assistant, Gene Kerr, the Secretary-Treas
urer of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, 
Henry Huey, together with B. Frank Collins, 
Andrew Tanner and Tom Madden.
► To review future budgets the following 
committee dates were set on the 1961 calen
dar: Christian Services—August 8; Educa
tion—August 10; State Missions—August 
15; Administrative—August 17; Tennessee 
Baptist Program—August 28, 29; Executive 
Board—September 26,

Thursday, December 15, 1960

Board Has Organization 

And Indoctrination Meeting

► The Board took action to welcome to 
Tennessee the scheduled National Confer
ence of Baptist Men to meet in Memphis 
September 13-15, 1961 and gave its en
couragement to Paul Cates and the State 
Brotherhood in their efforts to attain their 
2,200 attendance goal.
► In organization of the Board the following 
committees were announced:

Administrative Committee
E. Warren Rust, Chairman, First Church, Cleve

land; Edwin E. Deusner, First Church, Lexington; 
Grant Jones, First Church, Lewisburg; W. A. Bos
ton, Raleigh Church, Memphis; David Q. Byrd, 
West Jackson Church, Jackson; Charles Trentham, 
First Church, Knoxville; G. Allen West, Wood
mont Church, Nashville; James P. Craine, First 
Church, Gallatin; O. C. Rainwater, First Church, 
Loudon; A. D. Foreman, Jr., Temple Church, 
Memphis; Orvind Dangeau, First Church, Somer
ville; Gordon Greenwell, First Church, Sevierville; 
C. M. Pickier, Boulevard Church, Memphis; Gaye 
L. McGlothlen, Immanuel Church, Nashville; W. 
C. Garland, First Church, Humboldt.

Tennessee Baptist Program Committee
W. A. Boston, Chairman, Raleigh Church, Mem

phis; Raymond T. DeArmond, Sevier Heights 
Church, Knoxville; Ralph Norton, Red Bank 
Church, Chattanooga; Fred M. Wood, Eudora 
Church, Memphis; O. E. Turner, First Church, 
Paris; Hudson Hicks, First Church, Morristown; 
George Capps, Jr., First Church, Parsons; Alvin 
Gilliand, National Avenue Church, Memphis; 
Harold Purdy, Belmont Heights Church, Nashville; 
Ramsey Pollard, Bellevue Church, Memphis; Char
les Wingo, First Church, Martin; Shields Webb, 
First Church, Crossville.

Education Committee
Charles Trentham, Chairman, First Church, 

Knoxville; J. B. Avery, Jr., layman, Alamo; Jesse 
Newton, First Church, Halls; Howard Kirksey, lay
man, Murfreesboro; Edwin E. Deusner, First 
Church, Lexington; E. B. Bowen, Berclair Church, 
Memphis; Melvin Faulkner, First Church, Erwin; 
Kenneth Combs, Central Church, Oak Ridge; 
Luther Joe Thompson, First Church, Chattanooga; 
Ralph Murray, Smithwood Church, Fountain City; 
Ernest Moench, layman, Nashville; Paul Turner, 
Brook Hollow Church, Nashville.

State Missions Committee
David Q. Byrd, Chairman, West Jackson Church, 

Jackson; Floyd Cates, First Church, Pulaski; Wil
ford Lee, First Church, Elizabethton; Eugene Flem
ing, First Church, Portland; Carl P. Daw, Third 
Church, Murfreesboro; Tom Madden, First Church, 
Tullahoma; E. L. Smothers, First Church, Milan; 
Mrs. Roy Babb, president Tenn. WMU, Nashville; 
John Laida, First Church, Clarksville; Clyde Mar
tin, First Church, Columbia; Arthur Hottel, First 
Church, Lawrenceburg; Raymond Sanderson, First 
Church, Clinton.

Christian Services Committee
Gaye L. McGlothlen, Chairman, Immanuel 

Church, Nashville; P. O. Davidson, Frayser 
Church, Memphis; Slater A. Murphy, Highland 
Heights Church, Memphis; C. Henry Preston, East 
Ridge Church, Chattanooga; C. D. Sallee, First 
Church, Cookeville; Robert Ivy, First Church, 
Obion; Fred Kendall, Jr., First Church, Bolivar; 
S. S. Warren, layman, Hendersonville; D. D.

NASHVILLE—This quartet of laymen serving an 
the State Convention’s Executive Board were snapped 
just following the meeting here December 2. Left 
to right, Mr. Edward Jennings of Liberty, Judge J. 
B. Avery, Jr. of Alamo; Dr. Howard Kirksey of Mur
freesboro; and Mr. S. S. Warren, Hendersonville. 
Other laymen on the Board are Mr. Ernest Moench of 
Nashville and Mr. Walter Smithwick, of Lebanon.

Smothers, First Church, Fayetteville; Anderson 
McCulley, First Church, Sweetwater; Carl W. 
Green, First Church, Sneedville.

Public Affairs and Christian Life Committee
W. C. Garland, Chairman, First Church, Hum

boldt; W. H. Lodwick, First Church, Alcoa; Bran
son C. Wiggins, Trenton Street Church, Harriman; 
Grant Jones, First Church, Lewisburg; I. Cecil 
Frazier, North Cleveland Church, Cleveland; Rob
ert Covington, First Church, Union City; H. K. 
Sorrell, Brownsville Church, Brownsville; Homer 
Cate, Immanuel Church, Knoxville; David Walker, 
Broadway Church, Maryville; Edward Jennings, 
layman, Liberty; Hugh Myers, First Church, Man
chester.

Denominational Cooperation Committee
G. Allen West, Chairman, Woodmont Church, 

Nashville; E. N. Pack, North Church, Etowah; 
John Christian, Oak Grove Church, Springfield; 
Joe B. Good, First Church, Mt. Pleasant; J. Victor 
Brown, Saturn Drive Church, Nashville; L. H. 
Hatcher, First Church, McKenzie; C. V. McCoig, 
Eureka Church, Rockwood; James Harney, First 
Church, Waverly; D. W. Picklesimer, First Church, 
Benton; Walter Smithwick, layman, Lebanon; Ker
mit Brann, First Church, Greenfield; D. P. Mc
Farland, First Church, Covington.

"M" Night Totals 
Announced

NASHVILLE, TENN.—Southern Baptist 
“M” (mobilization) Night Associational 
meeting totals have been announced by R. 
Maines Rawls, director of associational work 
in the Baptist Sunday School Board’s Train
ing Union Department. These figures are 
for annual meetings held early in December.

With 808 associations reporting, the total 
attendance is now reported as 422,748. 
However, Rawls expects a final report from 
1100 associations with an estimated total 
of 525,000 persons attending. This figure 
surpasses last year’s record attendance of 
473,978.
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Rev. Barney Flowers, pastor of First 
Church, Medina, assumed his duties as 
associational missionary for Gibson County 
Baptist Association December 1.

Marion L. Hayes, has resigned as mini
ster of education of First Church, Nashville, 
and has accepted a similar position with 
First Church, Tallahassee, Fla. He has been 
the minister of education at First Church, 
Nashville for four years.

New Salem Association—New Home 
Church, Boma, has called James Hardy, a 
former pastor, and he has moved his family 
into the church pastorium. George Coaker, 
pastor of Lancaster Church, has resigned to 
become pastor of West End Chapel of Im
manuel Church, Nashville. J. K. West, pas
tor of Gordonsville Church, and L. E. Web
ber, pastor of Riddleton Church, have re
signed. West will devote more of his time 
to his studies at Vanderbilt University and 
Webber is going to Antioch Church, Bledsoe 
Association.

Dr. Charles A. Trentham, pastor of First 
Church, Knoxville, attended the annual 
Baptist International Student Retreat in 
Leesburg, Fla. He spoke and counseled with 
foreign students attending colleges and uni
versities in Florida, Mississippi and Georgia.

NASHVILLE—The voice you hear when you call 
the State Baptist Building will be that of Carolyn 
Parsons. The new PBX put into operation December 
5 serves all offices at the State Baptist Building. You 
call AL 4-5681 which goes through this central for 
all departments and agencies of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention located at 1812 Belmont Boulevard. 
Mrs. Parson’s husband, Everett, is a ministerial stu
dent at Belmont College.
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Howard H. Pratt, pastor of New Salem 
Church in the Thorn Grove Community 
near Knoxville for the past year and a half, 
has accepted a call to Bell Avenue Church, 
Lenoir City. He succeeds Willis Chaney. 
Rev. and Mrs. Pratt have four children, 
Linda and Glenda, 13-year-old twins, 
Brenda, 12 and Howard, Jr., 4.

Dr. and Mrs. Roy F. Starmer, Southern 
Baptist missionaries now on furlough from 
Italy, have moved from Knoxville to Jeffer
son City, Tennessee, where their address is 
112 Deborah Street. He is a native of 
Mountain View, Okla.; she is the former 
Lillie Mae Hylton, Knoxville.

Having served Polk County Baptist as
sociation as Superintendent of Missions for 
four years, J. Edward Firestone has re
signed to accept the pastorate of Welcome 
Hill Church, near Chicago, Ill. Firestone 
has also served as moderator of the associ
ation and pastor of churches. He assumed 
his new duties December 1. Mr. and Mrs. 
Firestone have two sons.

Bledsoe Association—Millersville First 
Church has purchased a house and lot next 
door to the Methodist Church on which to 
relocate the church after January 1. H. A. 
Crouch is the pastor. John Langlois, a stu
dent at Belmont College, is the new pastor 
at Station Camp. Southside Church, Galla
tin, has purchased a pastor’s home.

Robert E. Brown, Jr. of Kenton began 
his work as pastor of Central Church, 
Muskogee, Okla., December 4. A native 
of Memphis, Brown is a graduate of Union 
University, Jackson, and Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He is married and has one 
daughter, Barbara, 19 months old.

Ewtonville Church, Sequatchie Valley 
Association, has redecorated its auditorium 
and added educational space. It has voted 
to send the Baptist and Reflector to each 
church home. Greely W. Davenport is 
pastor.

Mrs. Lawrence Freeman, librarian of 
First Church, Murfreesboro, has assisted 
the library committee of Central Church, 
Fountain City, in setting up its library.

MARYVILLE—Horace L. Gennoe, superintendent of 
Missions for Chilhowee Baptist Association, speaks 
of the above church, Old Piney Grove, as one of 
our strong rural churches. Clifford Debety recently 
observed his third year as pastor. During that 
time there have been 63 additions to the church, 
a new parsonage built and the church gave $2,305.63 
to missions. The BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR has 
been placed in the church budget.

New Church Organized 
At Corryton

Another church in Southern Baptists’ 
30,000 movement was realized in the con
stitution of Peoples Missionary Baptist 
Church at Corryton, October 30. November 
27, a council giving public recognition in
cluded Lawrence Trivette, superintendent 
of missions and Henry Chiles, moderator, 
Knox County Association; Dillard Brown, 
missionary in McMinn Association; C. N. 
Warren, interim pastor, Fairview Church; 
Estel Tindell; Walter Atkins, pastor Grave
stone Church; J. W. Tindell; Paul Hawkins, 
deacon.

Rev. Charles E. Stunell was elected as 
the first pastor of the new church. Ordained 
by First Southern Baptist Church, Great 
Falls, Montana in 1956, he was formerly 
pastor of Fairview Church, Corryton.

The church voted to give 10% of unde
signated offerings to world missions through 
the Cooperative Program.

East Tenn. Pastors
To Hear Porter Routh

JEFFERSON CITY—Dr. Porter Routh, 
Executive Secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Nashville, will present two ad
dresses to the quarterly meeting of the East 
Tennessee Baptist Preachers Conference to 
be held on the Carson-Newman College 
campus Thursday, January 12.

Highlights of the program include a Bible 
study led by Dr. Douglas J. Harris of Car
son-Newman College, and an inspirational 
message by Dr. William Harbin, Pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Maryville.

President of the Conference, Rev. W. W.

Baptist and Reflector



Annual Meeting Lists 
Progress Of
Children's Homes

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes have 
ministered to 455 children during the past 
year. The four homes at Franklin, Mem
phis, and Chattanooga cared for 429 of 
these children and an additional 26 were 
given assistance through the Mother’s Aid 
Program, the Board of Managers of the 
Homes were informed in the annual report 
of the General Superintendent-Treasurer, 
Dr. W. C. Creasman. The annual meeting 
was held at the home in Franklin. Re
elected were: Rev. James Gregg, of Nash
ville, as president; Rev. Irvin Hays, of Bart
lett, vice-president; James Harris, of Nash
ville, recording secretary; also re-elected 
was Dr. W. C. Creasman as general super
intendent-treasurer. Dr. Creasman, who has 
served twenty-one years stated that he 
would retire at the end of 1961.

During the past year sixty-eight children 
living in the homes made professions of 
faith in Christ and were baptised into the 
fellowship of the churches where they wor
ship. For the year actual cash income of 
the Homes amounted to $363,062.51. Of 
this amount, $43,220.98 came through wills.

The Board of Managers endorsed the 
policy of operation on the pay-as-you-go 
basis, which has been in effect for many 
years. The Mother’s Aid Program will be 
continued and the charter will be amended 
in line with Convention instructions to en
able the Children Homes to comply with 
the requirements for foster homes and adop
tive services.

On recommendation of the Executive 
Committee the Board of Managers approved 
construction of a $40,000.00 gymnasium- 
auditorium at the Memphis home. The 
larger share of financing this new structure 
will be through designated bequests received 
for use at the Memphis home.

It was stated by members of the Board 
of Managers that “Dr. W. C. Creasman’s 
leadership has given us an expanding pro
gram in our children’s homes. When he 
became superintendent the work of Ten
nessee Baptists consisted of the one home, 
now there are four.”

MARTIN—Central Baptist Church members here pull together a “turning plow” guided by their 
building committee as they broke ground for a new educational unit following a dedication service 
at the morning worship hour. The new air conditioned unit will provide for four nursery, two beginner, 
three primary, and one adult department, also an office and study. Construction will be financed through 
a $50,000 bond issue.

CAN YOU TOP THIS?

Here are three Royal Ambassador Plenipotentiaries and two Extra-ordinaries. All are from one church, 
Central Baptist Church, Fountain City, Tennessee. They received their awards at a Recognition Service 
held recently. They are Drew Beck, Jerry Cureton, Donnie Goddard, Billy Gray, and Larry Campbell.Clark of Calvary Baptist Church, Elizabeth

ton, will preside. The program has been ar
ranged by Dr. Wallace Morton of Knoxville, 
Program Vice-President of the Conference. 
The Conference will meet in the Prayer 
Room of the lower floor of the Administra
tion Building and is scheduled to begin at 
10:00 a.m.

Those planning to have their lunch at 
the college cafeteria must send their reser
vation to Dr. Clarence H. Watson at the 
College by January 6.

Two weeks before you move, send us a letter or post card giving us both your 
OLD address (a recent Baptist and Reflector label is best) and NEW address 
and zone number, if you have one.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
1812 Belmont Boulevard
Nashville 5, Tennessee
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS:
Pro And Con

Three pastors were discussing the place 
of special offerings. One said, “I’m for 
doing away with all special appeals.” An
other said, “The more specials we take, the 
more our people grow in stewardship and 
liberality.” A third said, “Special offerings 
have their place, but they can be over 
done.” What is your answer?

Reasons for Special Offerings
There are at least three good reasons for 

special offerings:
(1) Educational value. A special appeal 

gives an opportunity to explain needs. 
Members grow in knowledge of various 
phases of our missionary and benevolent 
work as they read the materials written in 
promotion of special offerings. An informed 
membership is good. Not only does infor
mation spark liberality—it encourages mem
bers to pray for the cause they are sup
porting.

(2) Tap additional income. In some in
stances, nominal givers will respond to a 
special appeal when they seemingly will not 
give liberally to the regular budget. Where 
this is true, special offerings bring in much- 
needed money that otherwise would not be 
given. Note, however, the expression “seem
ingly will not give,” because more nominal 
givers might be led to systematic giving 
through the right kind of stewardship teach
ing and promotion.

(3) Encourage sacrificial giving. Fre
quently systematic givers will respond with 
a truly sacrificial gift which otherwise would 
not be given through the regular church 
budget. There is a place for sacrificial giving 
in Christian discipleship, and churches must 
never fear to challenge their members to 
sacrifice. However, there is a difference in 
a few well-planned sacrificial offerings and 
constant harassment of members to give to 
every appeal that comes along.

Reasons Against Special Offerings
Now look at the other side of the picture 

for reasons against special appeals:
(1) Drains budget money. Frequently— 

but not always—members take from their 
regular budget contributions to give to spe
cials. This is the modern-day version of rob
bing Peter to pay Paul. Recently I was in a 
service where a special offering was taken. 
A member sitting nearby had his regular

Dr. Hastings is Secretary of Stewardship Pro
motion for the General Association of Baptists in 
Kentucky.
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budget envelope. It already had his name 
and amount written on the face, and the 
money enclosed. He simply took his budget 
envelope, money and all, and placed it in 
the special offering envelope! He was not 
making a special offering—he was simply 
transferring budget money to a special ap
peal.

(2) May encourage withholding. One 
church had difficulty paying its pastor dur
ing the Depression. Later they set up a 
“pastor’s emergency salary fund,” to which 
members could designate. When the church 
voted to buy new pews, one member did 
not like the color selected. So he designated 
his offerings to the emergency salary fund! 
This is an extreme example. However, there 
is no doubt that some members regularly

By Robert J. Hastings

withhold budget contributions for special 
offerings.

(3) Contradict unified promotion. When 
the new budget is pledged we often say, 
“Now let all of us make one pledge to give 
one offering a week to support all of our 
works.” Special offerings, unless carefully 
explained, can later appear contradictory. 
Care must be exercised in how we word 
our appeals. This was true in one church 
where I spoke recently, as there were three 
different kinds of special envelopes on the 
pulpit!

What Is the Answer?
There is no easy, final answer to special 

offerings. There will always be some special 
appeals in the foreseeable future. Never 
must Baptists be told that they can't give 
their money to the cause of their choice.

There are, however, some general prin
ciples. First, couple prayer and study with 
special appeals. Make them truly an edu
cational opportunity. Make them more than 
money-raising projects.

Second, let the church approve at the 
beginning of the budget year the specials 
to be taken. If emergency needs arise, let 
extra offerings be taken only by special vote 
of the church. Never allow individual 
classes, departments, etc., to make appeals 
without church approval.

Third, take fewer but better special offer
ings. Don’t nickel and dime the folks to 
death. Place more and more minor appeals

Seek To Pledge 
Soulwinning Effort

ATLANTA— (BP) —Southern Baptists 
will be called upon to begin the new year 
by pledging to win souls during 1961.

Soulwinning Commitment Day will be 
held in the majority of the 32,000 Southern 
Baptist churches and missions on Jan. 1, 
according to C. E. Autrey of Dallas, Tex., 
director of Evangelism Division of the de
nomination’s Home Mission Board.

“If the world is ever brought to Christ it 
will be done by the ‘one by one’ technique. 
Men accept or reject Christ individually,” 
said Autrey.

Church members will be asked to sign 
cards of commitment to personally win 
others to Christ. The drive calls for ser
mons on soulwinning, training in soulwin
ning, visitation and prayer for effective 
results.

A goal of four million soulwinners, has 
been set, Autrey said

This is almost half of the total Southern 
Baptist membership of nine and one-half 
million.

State Secretaries of Evangelism have dis
tributed tracts and posters promoting the 
event. Books, visual aids, and tracts are 
available for teachers of soulwinning train
ing classes.

in the budget. Save the special offerings for 
major causes.

Fourth, make them truly “over and 
above.” Point out that members should 
meet their budget pledges first. If they can 
and will, let them give more to special ap
peals, but never until budget obligations 
have been met.

Fifth, think twice before “underwriting” 
special offerings in the church budget. This 
often defeats the very purpose of the special 
appeal. It particularly weakens the edu
cational and prayer aspects of the offering, 
as members may feel that the offering is 
“guaranteed” whether or not they pray, 
study, and give sacrificially. Besides, adding 
specials to the budget just to make it look 
big may add more curl to the pig’s tail, but 
no more weight to the baked ham!

Baptist and Reflector
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Needs Of Evangelism 
In Japan Told

FORT WORTH, TEX.—A trans-oceanic 
journey to a foreign land does not necessar
ily effect the complete will of God for a 
Christian’s life, Dr. Theron V. Farris, mis
sionary to Sapporo, Japan, told chapel at
tendants at the Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Truett auditorium.

A former student at the school, Dr. Farris 
said “In one city in Japan we have only five 
missionaries to minister to more than five 
million people. We could take any five of 
our greatest Baptist preachers and let them 
work alone in the Dallas-Fort Worth-Hous
ton area and although they would struggle 
courageously they would not be able to 
make a great impression on that commun
ity.”

“At the rate we are going we can only 
win one out of five in the next 2,000 years. 
We are not even able to keep pace with the 
present population growth in Japan in our 
evangelization,” Dr. Farris said.

“Suppose the fires of the Spirit of God 
should move across the isles of this great 
country in a mighty revival. God could 
use this great nation to do a tremendous 
work in the Orient.”

“We in the Japan Baptist Convention 
have invited Dr. Billy Graham to come to 
Tokyo and conduct a crusade in the Olym
pic Stadium in the heart of the city. 
Through radio and television facilities we 
hope that every person in Japan will hear 
the message of Christ preached during this 
great meeting. Perhaps this will set a 
precedent for missionary evangelism around 
the world.”

Baptists Seek Moving 
Members In February

DALLAS—(BP)—Southern Baptists will 
seek in February to re-enlist their moving 
members, an estimated one out of every 
four.

February has been designated “transfer 
church membership month” by the Evan
gelism Division of the denomination’s Home 
Mission Board, according to C. E. Autrey, 
director, of Dallas.

Many of these two and one-half million 
never affiliate with the local church in the 
new city. To meet this alarming problem of 
non-resident membership, a plan has been 
presented to Southern Baptist churches.

In a booklet published by the Evangelism 
Division, entitled, “What Are You Doing 
About The Problem Of Moving Members?” 
Pastors and churches are urged to be aware.

Awareness of the problem of non-resi- 
dency, awareness that they are involved 
in the problem, and awareness of their 
responsibility for alleviating the problem are 
stressed.

“It is as important to know who is mov

By Ruby Lee Adams

ing out as who is moving into your com
munity. When a member moves, it does not 
relieve the home church of total respon
sibility,” the booklet states.

A method of communication between 
churches is suggested. The plan calls for 
introducing the moving member to a pastor 
and a church in the new area, encouraging 
the member to transfer his membership to 
a nearby church, and notifying the church 
and pastor in the area that the member is 
moving into the community.

A schedule has been planned by the Evan
gelism Division to reach its peak in Febru
ary. December—study church roll for non
resident members; January—correspond
ence to and about non-resident members, 
using introduction, encouragement, and 
notification cards; February—find, visit, 
win, enlist non-resident Baptists to transfer 
church membership.

After this initial drive, it is hoped that 
all churches will continue to emphasize 
membership transfer throughout the year, 
Autrey said.

3 Seminary, 4 College 
Years Before Ordaining

CHICAGO— (BP)—To be ordained as a 
minister, a person should have at least four 
years of college and three years of study in 
a seminary. So said a commission of the 
American Baptist Convention here.

The Commission on the ministry set 1965 
as the date on which it hopes to apply this 
minimum requirement for education. After 
that date ministers should not be ordained 
unless they meet the educational standard.

Exempt from the new standard are min
isters ordained before 1965.

In most seminaries, students who take 
the necessary courses can secure a Bachelor 
of Divinity degree after three years of study. 
The Bachelor of Divinity degree follows col
lege education, but comes before Master 
and Doctor of Theology degrees. At least 
another year is needed for a Master’s degree 
and at least two years for a Doctor’s de
gree.

Thursday, December 15, I960

The Twelve By Twos. One of the most famous weddings in history took place in Cana. 
Interestingly enough, we do not even know the names of the bride and groom. Bartho
lomew was present that day in his home town of Cana when Jesus performed his first 
miracle, turning water into wine at the wedding feast.

Marriage being an ordinance of God and indispensable to the continuation of the 
human race, Christ accepted the invitation and attended the wedding at Cana with the 
six disciples whom he had chosen up this date; and probably they stayed at the home 
of Bartholomew in Cana.

The outstanding fact is that on the Lord's human side He entered fully into the 
social life of His time; and the fact that He did attend the wedding in Cana and there 
performed His first miracle is cited as proof that His blessing rests upon this sacred 
relationship. We know the family is the nursery of the Church, and the most important 
unit of society.

The days the apostles spent with Jesus were glorious days, filled with invigoration 
through the words that He said and through the deeds that He performed. But at the 
last there came the disillusionment resulting from the crucifixion and death of the 
Master. What could they possibly do without their leader among them? No one regretted 
the days he had spent with Jesus, but now that it was over the only possible move was for 
each to go back to the work he had abandoned when first he followed the Lord. The 
Scripture says that the risen Christ appeared to them three times, and through these 
appearances the apostles began to understand that He had continuing plans for them. 
Their work was not finished.

So Bartholomew became a part of the Lord’s great missionary work to win the whole 
world through the spreading of the good news. He was now convinced that God’s plans 
did not end with the resurrection. There was much left to do. Tradition has it that 
Bartholomew was flayed alive in Albanapolis, Armenia. Thus, the symbol of this man 
across the centuries has been a knife and an open Bible.
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Training Union Department

Letters from
Russellville, 

Tennessee
October 10, 1960

Mr. Charles L. Norton
State Training Union Secretary 
Nashville, Tennessee
Dear Mr. Norton,
Could I take this opportunity to ex
press my appreciation for Training 
Union and its splendid contribution to 
the life of our church? I sincerely 
believe this is one of the greatest things 
Southern Baptists have attempted and 
if the people of our churches would 
only catch the spirit of Training Union 
this would do as much to strengthen 
and build our leaders of both today 
and tomorrow as anything I know of. 
I can make this statement upon the 
basis of what we have seen in our own 
church. Thanks for your fine work at 
the source of this organization.

Sincerely,
Frank E. Floyd
Cedar Creek Baptist Church

JACK D. HANCOX 
ST. JULIAN 

3, RUE DES CIRERIES 
OLIVET, LOIRET 

FRANCE
22 November, 1960 

Mr. Charles Norton
Training Union Department 
Nashville, Tennessee
Dear Brother Charlie:
Many fascinating things have been 
happening to us since arriving in 
France. Perhaps you have heard about 
some of them. The latest glad thing 
has to do again with Training Union, 
so I thought about you.
Since January our Training Union 
has beat the Sunday School in attend
ance on five occasions. This is indeed 
unorthodox. But when a Training Un
ion has more present then the total 
membership of the church, it is in
deed newsworthy. This happened last 
Sunday. Our church membership stands 
at 105, including a few non-resident 
members. Last Sunday night we had 
108 in Training Union. There has been 
no special promotion, but it has just 
been gradually building up. The en
rollment of Training Union stands at 
124, but there were some new mem
bers Sunday.

Near and Far
This week we are in a study course 
(TU, of course) on church member
ship. Had over 50 out last night. Since 
July we have had 32 for baptism and 
about 50 other additions (including a 
mission at Evreaux, north of Paris). 
The First Baptist Church of Chateau- 
roux which was organized 1 October 
was started from a Training Union. 
The SBC Chaplain began a Training

Sunday School

January Bible Study Week
January 2-6, 1961

Suggested course: Studies in First Corin
thians, by Millard J. Berquist.

Note: A special filmstrip, Studies in First 
Corinthians, is being produced for the teach
ing of this course and will be available in 
the Baptist Book Stores later this month.

Helpful Suggestions
1. Put this vital week of Bible study in 

your church calendar NOW. Plan for the 
full seven and one-half hours of teaching 
time.

2. Make provisions for all age groups. 
(See leaflet on January Bible Study Week, 
1961, or suggested age-group courses.)

3. Enlist those who will teach the courses. 
It is suggested that pastors teach the Adults 
and Young People.

4. Secure commentaries and other enrich
ment materials, and have them available in 
your church library.

Union several months ago for his Bap
tist people, but this was not enough. 
So, the chaplain contacted me, and the 
rest is history. The church at Chateau- 
roux now has about 55 members, and 
standing room only at the services 
being held in a home. In the last two 
months I have helped organize two 
more Training Unions which I am 
praying shall turn out like the one in 
Chateauroux.

Sincerely,
*Jack

*Rev. Jack D. Hancox, former pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Dayton, Tennessee.

5. Order the study course books and other 
materials needed, including Hymns We Sing 
(suggested Intermediate book), Before Jesus 
Came (suggested Junior book), and the 
filmstrip, Studies in First Corinthians, from 
your Baptist Book Store.

6. Set attendance goals, and give wide 
publicity through all church organizations.

7. Provide pre-enrolment cards, and pre
enrol as many persons as you can. This will 
give some idea as to the number of people 
who will attend.

8. Send in the names of those who qualify 
for study course credit (Form 150) to the 
Church Study Course Awards Office.

New For Beginner Workers
“Songs for 4’s and 5’s” edited by Nettie 

Lou Crowder and William J. Reynolds of 
the Music Department of the Sunday School 
Board. A beautifully illustrated book of 
songs written on the level of the child to 
aid in the spiritual development. A must 
for every Beginner Class or Department.

“Bible Teaching for 4’s and 5’s” by Melba 
Cook, the new Beginner teaching book re
commended in Church Study Course for 
Teaching and Training. Every Beginner 
teacher needs to study this book.
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Trophies Given At State Royal Ambassador Congress

COUNSELORS: NOW is the time to start 
getting ready if you want your Intermediate 
Royal Ambassadors to take part in the state 
basketball playoffs. Contact your associ- 
ational Royal Ambassador leader NOW so 
he can arrange playoffs to select the team 
which will represent your association in 
the Regional playoffs, March 16-17, 1961. 
Place of Regional playoffs will be announced 
later.
DEADLINE: Associational Royal Am
bassador leaders and/or missionaries must 
mail in the names of teams representing as
sociations in the Regional playoffs by March 
1, 1961. Send to Royal Ambassador Con
gress, Brotherhood Department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, 1812 Belmont Boule
vard, Nashville 5, Tennessee.
Rules For Tennessee State-Wide Royal Am
bassador Basketball Tournament
1. Boys participating must be at least thir
teen years of age and shall not have reached 
their eighteenth birthday on March 31, 
1961.
2. Teams participating must be church 
teams and composed of boys from the 
Royal Ambassador chapters of one church. 
Remember, we are promoting Christ not 
“winning” basketball teams. No boy should 
be allowed to be a member of any team 
who joins just to play basketball.
3. Boys participating must have at least 
passed the rank of page. Also if a Royal 
Ambassador played in this league last year 
he must have passed at least one additional 
rank since April 15, 1960 before he is eli
gible again for league play against any 
other church team. - Boys holding the rank 
of Ambassador are excepted.
Each boy must have a ranking card for the 
rank he holds. It must be signed by the 
counselor and the chairman of the Review
ing Council. This means they have ex
amined him and that to their knowledge, 

he has done satisfactory work to attain that 
rank. A church who does not have a Royal 
Ambassador committee should enlist three 
to five adults to serve on that committee.
4. No boy who is playing for a Class “A” 
basketball team is eligible to play.
5. Every team representing its association 
in the regional playoffs must submit to the 
State Brotherhood Office in Nashville the 
name, rank, birthday and church of each 
player accompanied by a statement from 
the associational missionary and the associ
ational Royal Ambassador leader that this 
is the church team that has been selected to 
represent them.
6. The three teams representing the three 
grand divisions will playoff in Maryville- 
Alcoa, Thursday night, March 30 and Fri
day afternoon, March 31, 1961.
Write for form to fill out.

Yale Alcohol Study
End Draws Comments

NASHVILLE— (BP) —Baptist temper
ance leaders here had mixed feelings about 
the news from Yale University that it would 
discontinue sponsoring a center of alcohol 
studies.

A number of Southern Baptist pastors and 
agency leaders have attended the summer 
conferences, held by the center.

C. Aubrey Hearn, Nashville, in Training 
Union work with the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, attended the opening summer con
ference in 1943, but summer assembly en
gagements have prevented later attendance.

The author of two Baptist study course 
books on alcohol, Hearn said he found the 
studies at Yale University “very helpful.” 
He said while the center took neither a 
“wet” nor “dry” position on drinking, tem
perance organizations had not given it un
qualified endorsement.

The school of alcohol studies presented 
technical, factual material about drinking, 
he said. Representatives from the liquor 
trade, as well as from churches and temper
ance societies, attended these conferences.

Hearn said he feared what the trend might 
be if the alcohol study program is taken 
over to a private foundation. “Liquor in
terests might endow it,” he said.

In news releases about discontinuing the 
program after the 1961 summer course, 
Yale left open the possibility of it being 
taken up by a group not related to the 
college.

Foy Valentine, Nashville, executive secre
tary, Southern Baptist Convention Christian 
Life Commission, said “drys” have thought 
of the summer school of alcohol study as 
favoring drinking in moderation.

“We respect its program and scientific 
approach,” he added, “but rejected its 
emphasis on moderation, holding instead 
to total abstinence.”
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Church S.S. T.U. Add.

Alamo, First ................................... 267
Alcoa, Central ................................ 201

First .............................................. 479
Athens, East ................................... 458

First ................................... 618
West End Mission........................ 94
North .............................................. 300
Calhoun ........................................... 115
Central .............................................. 114
Eastanalle ....................................... 70
Goodsprings ................................... 135
Lake View ............................ 65
McMahan Calvary .................... 84
Mt. Harmony ................................ 93
Niota, First ...................... 136
Oak Grove ........................................ 108
Riceville ........................................123
Rodgers Creek ...................... 59
Union Grove McMinn.............  77

Bemis, First ................................... 379
Brighton ............................................238
Bristol, Calvary................................. 332

Mission . . . ............. 61
Brownsville, Calvary ................ 129
Cedar Hill   96
Chattanooga, Avondale . . . 670

Calvary...................... * . 343
Concord.............................................. 475
Eastdale ........................................502
East Lake ................................... 553
East Ridge................................... 737
First ...............................................1124
Chapel ..................................... 55
Morris Hill ........................................251
Red Bank ...   1204
Ridgedale............................................ 565
Ridgeview ........................................329
White Oak ......................................542

Clarksville, First ................... 809
New Providence ...........................289
Pleasant View ... . 231

Cleveland, Big Spring . . . . 355
Calvary...............................................176
First ... . .. 615

Clinton, Second .... . 501
Collinwood ....................................... 80
Columbia, First ............................ 614

Highland Park ............................... 423
Cookeville, First .......................... 540

East Side Mission .................... 51
Hilham Road ................................. 97
Steven Street ................................ 175
West View ........................................225

Corryton ................................................ 207
Crossville, First ............................... 256
Daisy, First ..................................... 325
Day ton, First ................................... 211

Cave Mission ................... 56
Morgantown Mission ............... 28

Decatur, Pisgah................................. 84
Dunlap, Ewtonville ...................... 76
Dyer, New Bethlehem . ... 222
Dyersburg, First .......................... 666

Hillcrest .   264
Elizabethton, First ...........................540

Immanuel ....................................... 247
Elk Mills ......................................... 51
Siam .....................................................222

Englewood, First ............................ 189
Etowah, First ................................. 318
Fountain City, Central ................ 1269

Smith wood ........................................784
Gleason, First . ............................... 199
Grand Junction, First.......................126
Guild, First ..................................... 75
Greenfield ..........................................217
Harriman, Caney Ford . ... 114

South ...................................................485
Trenton Street .............................478
Walnut Hill ................................. 240

Henderson, First .............................242
Hendersonville, First .......................233

Rockland ..................................... 35
Hixson, First ......................................321

Memorial ..................................... 221
Serena Chapel ............................ 44

Humboldt, First .......................... 310
Jackson, First ................................. 1171

Nash way ............................................ 102
Parkview ....................................... 405

82
102
217
162
250

53
160

56
60 1
40
70
31
31
26
50
81 i
46
25
52

124
104

95

86
48

208
121
216 '4
145 • •
222 • •
230 - .
293 2

131
• •

384 5
200 • _
107 1
150
174 6
117

94 _ -
202

92 - .
258 - -
110 1

73
243 3
200
149

53 10
49 * .
93 1
89 2

135
100 *4
117 * -

51 9
40 1
25
48
46

126
198

• •

145 1
194 1
142
49

109 *
70 3

113 • •
412
281

71
75
32 3
70
41

171
114
105

82
56

140
85 3
25 2

145 1
358 -

46
145 6

Sunday, December 4, 1960

A California Southern Baptist Church makes an 
attractive offer in seeking for an experienced, full- 
time Minister of Education and Music. Expenses of 
initial appearance before the Church, and moving 
expenses will be paid. Address correspondence to 
Rev. R. G. Bryant, Associational Missionary, San 
Diego Southern Baptist Association, 6801 Airoso 
Street, San Diego, California.

West ........................................... .1002 504 2
Jellico, First .................................. . 239 91
Johnson City, Central ................. . 769 124

Northside .................................. 38 23
Pine Crest .................................. . 211 102
Temple ....................................... . 349 122

Jonesboro, First ............................ . 211 76
Limestone ..................................... . 32 21
Second ......................................... 117 60 3

Kenton, First ................................ . 217 74
Macedonia ..................................... . 89 72

Kingsport, Cedar Grove ............. . 155 67
First ................................. . 836 204 1
Litz Manor .......................... . 225 126
Lynn Garden .......................... . 445 159

Knoxville, Bell Avenue ............. . 984 278 2
Broadway ..................................... 1074 405 4
Central Bearden ................... 750 306 2
Fifth Avenue ............................ . 784 254 2
First............................................... .1211 367 • •
Glenwood ................................ . 386 206
Lincoln Park ............................ 1050 406 4
Lonsdale ....................................... . 325 116 2
McCalla Avenue.......................... . 803 301
Meridian ....................................... 588 190
New Hopewell ........................ . 288 140 1
Wallace Memorial...................... . 714 310 . -

LaFollette, First .......................... . 367 133 2
Lawrenceburg, First ................. . 300 93 1

Meadow View ............................ . 79 74
Highland Park .......................... . 261 110 2

Lebanon, Fairview ...................... . 335 129 • a
First ................................................ . 658 193 1
Hillcrest ....................................... . 166 106
Rocky Valley .............................. . 109 68
Trinity ....................................... 88 50

Lenoir City, Calvary ................. . 240 98
First ........................................... . 480 189
Oral .......................................:. . 125 77

Lewisburg, First .......................... . 480 108
Livingston......................................... . 185 78
Loudon, Blairland ................... . 233 84

New Providence ........................ . 206 160 1
Lutts .............................. . 30 16
Madisonville, First ...................... . 329 155

Mission ........................................... . 37 31
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Martin, First ........................... k- • • . 133 430
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McGinley ....................................... . 141 99 2
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Mission ....................................... . 80 53
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RpIIpvup ................................
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315

1062 14
Boulevard ..................................... . 599 209 1
Rrnnqwipk .................................. . 166 71 6
T)pllwnnd ................................... . 314 127 2
Kirvnf .............................................. . 191 68 1........................
Ellendale ....................................... . 172 72 . •
Elliston Avenue ........................ . 310 158 14
Emmanuel ..................................... . 89 101 6
P.ndnra ........................................ . 875 358 2
Kirst ................................... .1582 365 9
Fisherville .................................... . 165 47 •
Georgian Hills .......................... . 297 139 2
Glen Park ................................ . 316 138
Cl vo ppIji n d .............................. 804 294 3
Graham Heights ..................... . 326 187 3
Highland Heights ..................... .1372 662 9
Hollywood .................................. . 478 223 1
Jackson Ave.................................. . 101 63 1
Kensington ................................ . 312 101 5
LaBelle Haven .......................... . 611 209 12
Lamar Heights .......................... . 831 328 •
Lauderdale Hts............................ . 142 78 3
Leawood ....................................... . 887 297 4
Levi ....................................... . 357 168
Longview Heights..................... . 485 216 4
Lucy ............................................... . 94 50 • •
Malcomb Avenue ..................... . 231 90 • •
McLean ......................................... . 562 273 3
Merton Avenue .......................... . 417 114 2
Millington Second ................. 57 34 ■ • 1
National Avenue ..................... . 360 149 • • 1
Oakhaven ..................................... . 384 145 2 1
Oakville ......................................... . 269 85 • •
Prescott Memorial ..........   . . . . 520 176 3
Rancrp Hills .......................... 87 54 2
Scenic Hills ................................ . 176 68
Seventh Street .......................... . 486 152 3
Sky View....................................... . 273 144 1
Southland ................. ................... . 183 86 4
Temple ........................................... .1150 400 1
Thrifthaven ................................ . 611 309 ?
Union Avenue ...........,............ .1086• 327 a > • f

Parkway Village ........................ 121 52 2
Vanuys ........................................... 102 44 1
Wells Station .............................. 833 323 10
Whitehaven ................................... 740

Milan, Chapel Hill ........................ 95 39
First .................................................. 465 132
Northside .........'...................... 164 81 3

Morristown, Alpha ........................ 125 87
Bethel ............................................. 227 137 1
Buffalo Trail ................................  290 130 2
Bulls Gap ....................................... 116 50
Cherokee Hill .............................. 109 61
Concord ........................................... 86 22
First .................................................. 730 207 2
Hillcrest ....................................... 316 108
Kidwells Ridge ............................ 79
Montvue ......................................... 161 56
Leadvale .......................................... '127 113
Manley .   57-
Morning Side .............................. 49 31
Pleasant View ............................ 117 51
Witt .................................................. 57 35
Whitesburg ................................. 89 36

Murfreesboro, First ........................ 601 142 2
Calvary ........................................... 91
Southeast ......................................... 105 51
Third ................................................ 419 140
Woodbury Road .......................... 256 99 2

Nashville, Alta Loma .................... 244 110
Antioch ......................................... 135 67 1
Belmont Heights .........................1132 363 4
Madison Street ............................ 143 53
Westview ....................................... 54 35
Bethany ..................................... 28 23
Brook Hollow .............................. 405 150 3
Calvary ........................................... 282 115
Creivewood ..................................... 430 130 3
Dickerson Road ............................ 419 141
Donelson ....................................... 832 152 7
Fairview . ..................................... 225 93 6
Jordonia ......................................... 22 21
Lyle Lane ..................................... 60 22 3
First .............................................. 1434 474 11
Cora Tibbs ..................................... 108 50
T.P.S. 373
Carroll Street .............................. 220 84
Freeland ......................................... 126 67
Gallatin Road .............................. 415 133
Glenwood ......................................... 291 92
Grace .................................................1039 357 2
Grandview ..................................... 582 117 3
College Grove .............................. 27 29
Harsh Chapel .............................. 231 90 1
Houston Street ............................ 177 101 1
Immanuel ....................................... 423 128 2
West End Chapel ........................ 54 32
Inglewood ......................................1062 52 96
Ivy Memorial .............................. 472 193 3
Joelton .............................................  203 127
Judson .............................................. 748 198 1
Benton Avenue .......................... 73 45
Tusculum Hills .......................... 412 121
Lockeland ..................................... 594 159
Hermitage Hills............................. 121 78
Madison, First ............................ 707 178
Campbell’s Road ........................ 64 19 1
New Zion ....................................... 76 46 1
Neelys Bend ................................. 123 39
Park Avenue .............................. 745 247 5
Radnor ......................................... 562 201
Haywood Hills ............................ 197 91
Riverside ......................................... 534 145
Rosedale ....................................... 179 91
Saturn Drive.................................. 320 143 2
Third................................................... 207 62 1
Woodbine ....................................... 487 214 4
Woodmont ...................................... \ 799 287 2

Oak Ridge, Central ........................ 551 127 4
Robertsville .............................. 806 277 2

Old Hickory, First ........................ 585 217 3
Temple ....................................... 214 117 1

Portland, First ................................ 330 133
Rockwood, Eureka ........................ 102 68

First .................................................. 537 189
Savannah, Hopewell ................... 55 55 1

Sharon ................................... 43
Selmer, Falcon ................................ 109 71

First .................................................. 272 107
Sevierville, Alder Branch ........... 101 61

Antioch ........................................... 105 82 2
Beech Springs ............................ 216 86
First ........................................... 593 205
Wears Valley .............................. 114 61

Shelbyville, First ............................ 505 108 6
Shelbyville Mills ........................ 294 161

Sidonia .................................................. 100 56
Sommerville, First ........................ 245 142
South Pittsburg .............................. 231 87
Summertown .............................. 172 79 1
Sweetwater, First ........................ 444 121 2
Trezevant, First .............................. 183 65
Troy, First ....................................... 155 68 1
Tullahoma, First ............................ 542 159

Lincoln Heights ........................ 90 55
Grace ................................................ 135 74
Highland ..................................  219 142
Hickerson Memorial ................. 44 28
Spring Creek Mission ............... 34

Union City, First ........................ 705 219
Samburg ......................................... 65 43
Second ............................................. 344 199 15

Waynesboro, Calvary ................... 91 73
First .......   200 53
Friendship ..................................... 48
Green River ................................ 71 48
Leatherwood ,,,,......................... 55 26
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Sunday School Board Holds To Grade Plan
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — (BP) — The 

Baptist Sunday School Board reported here 
it does not have any plans now for chang
ing the age-grading set up.

It told the Inter-Agency Council of the 
Southern Baptist Convention that it has 
been studying this question. Results of the 
study “so far do not give clear guidance to 
justify initiating now a new plan or an 
adjusted plan of grading.”

The Sunday School is the largest educa
tional group within Southern Baptist 
churches. It follows age lines from Cradle 
Roll through Adults. The Sunday School 
Board promotes Sunday school work and 
publishes lesson material used by Sunday 
school classes.

The Brotherhood Commission of the

Abilene Man 
To BSSB

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—(BSSB—Idus V. 
Owensby, minister of education at First 
Church, Abilene, Tex., will join the staff 
of the Church Administration Department 
of the Baptist Sunday School Board Jan. 2 
as church business consultant.

Owensby, a religious education leader for 
23 years, is a graduate of Southwestern 
Seminary, Ft. Worth.

He has held positions as minister of edu
cation in churches in Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Texas, and Tennessee, and has 
been with the Abilene church for more 
than five years.

In his new position, Owensby will be 
responsible for work with church records, 
church office administration, church fi
nance, church food service, and church 
maintenance.

Philadelphia ..........................  48 20
Whitehouse ........................................... 163 48

| — Winchester, First .............................  320 127
Southside ............................................ 35

Thursday, December 15, 1960

SBC, reporting on its grading for Royal 
Ambassadors—a boys’ missionary group in 
the churches, also told the council it plans 
no changes at present.

The Royal Ambassador grading is not 
identical with Sunday school grading for 
the same ages. Not as many individuals are 
affected by the Brotherhood grading system 
as by the Sunday school’s.

The Sunday School Board states that 86 
per cent of Southern Baptists, Sunday School 
enrolments are below 400 persons. “The 
majority of churches are small; closer grad
ing is not feasible for them,” James L. Sul
livan, Nashville, executive secretary of the 
agency, announced.

Changes in Sunday school age grading 
would require adjustments in building 
arrangements by churches. It would call for 
more volunteer workers to man new Sunday 
school units if there were “closer grading,” 
That is, fewer age years within a grading 
span, the board said.

Other effects of closer grading would be 
expensive changes in literature prepared for 
study, and a slow-down in educational pro
grams caused during the adjustments, the 
report added.

“A Bible-teaching program, which seeks 
to reach the multitudes of unreached per-

We believe that in religion we have no priest 
but Christ.

We believe that in sin there is no sacrifice 
but Calvary.

We believe that in all things we have no 
authority but the Bible.

We believe in only one confessional and that 
confessional the throne of grace.

—Robert G. Lee

sons, calls for a plan of organization and 
grading that lends itself to enlargement with 
minimum difficulties for execution in the 
churches,” according to the report.

The Sunday School Board said its grad
ing study, under way since 1956, will con
tinue. It will concentrate on evaluting educa
tion and to resolving problems and pointing 
out the values in age-grading.

The Inter-Agency Council set two meet
ing for 1961—March 20-21 in Atlanta and 
Nov. 20-21 in Nashville. The Council, with 
representatives from various convention 
agencies, seeks to bring about greater co
operation among them and to eliminate 
duplication of effort.

: Questions Answered :
I I
’------------------------------------------------------------------------------- , J

(Address all questions to T. A. Patterson, 
First Baptist Church, Beaumont, Texas)

is it true that Methodist preachers have 
their sermons written for them by high 
officials in their church? I would like to 
know more about what Methodists believe 
—R.G.D.

There is not the independence and free
dom among Methodists that exist among 
Baptists, and some of the higher officials of 
the Methodist Church do not have a lot of 
authority, but the preachers do not have 
their sermons written out or prepared for 
them.

Perhaps in answering the second part of 
the question some of the differences between 
Methodists and Baptists could be pointed 
out. Methodists are Arminian in their theo
logical views. Their idea of the freedom of 
man is this: he can be saved today and lost 
tomorrow and saved again the next day. 
Baptists believe that man is free to choose 
or to reject Christ, but they believe that 
when he is “born again” there is no power 
that can ever change his status as a child of 
God.

Methodists practice infant baptism. Bap
tists find no instance of it in the New Testa
ment. Only believers’ baptism is taught in 
the Bible. Furthermore, they believe that 
infant baptism has been the curse of Chris
tendom, introducing, as it does, the world 
into the church.

Baptists must reject every form of “proxy” 
religion since they believe that each person 
must repent, believe, and be baptized for 
himself, and must give a personal account of 
himself to God.

Baptist churches are autonomous groups 
under the Lordship of Christ. Methodists 
have a different type of church government 
but the “superintendents” and “bishops” 
do not have as much power as is allocated 
to ecclesiastical officials in a few other de
nominations. The drift of certain elements 
in the Methodist Church into liberalism 
and modernism is most unfortunate. When 
young people are told that they are “chil
dren of the church” and do not need the 
new birth, they may rely on such teaching 
and lose their souls. In fairness it must be 
said that some individual Methodists do not 
embrace these views.

Dress up your 
with

choir

BENTLEY & SIMON Robes

from your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 18, 1960 
By Oscar Lee Rives

The Compassion Of Christ 
TEXTS: Isaiah 61; Matthew 11:27-30 (Larger)—Isa. 61:1-4,10,11; Matt. 11:27-30 (Printed).

The Lord Jesus Christ, as a religious • 
leader, was unique in at least two respects. 
First, He suffered in behalf of men. Sec
ond, He suffered with or alongside of men. 
It is with the second aspect of His sufferings 
that this lesson deals, as seen in the word
ing of the topic. For the etymology of the 
word “compassion” is informing. It means 
simply “suffering with”. In the printed text 
we see Isaiah so prophesying and Jesus so 
proclaiming in this regard. The appropriate
ness of the text for our day is obvious, filled 
as it is with all kinds and degrees of human 
suffering. It is also obvious that much of 
such suffering could be alleviated if those 
of us who call ourselves Christians would 
respond in our day as Jesus did in His day.

ANOINTMENT (w. 1, 2)
Jesus claimed for Himself (Lu. 4:16-21) 

what the Phophet had foretold in these 
verses. He would be anointed by the Father 
to preach the Gospel to the meek, to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to set free the cap
tives and to bring comfort to those who 
mourned. God would consecrate Him for 
this four-fold task. To preach the Gospel is 
to offer pardon of sins and the bestowal of 
everlasting life. To bind up the broken
hearted is to minister in the Lord’s name 
and for His glory to hearts that are lan
guishing because of severe trials and over
powering losses. To set free those who are 
captive because of besetting sins or crip
pling ignorance or spiritual handicaps is 
one of the highest joys to be experienced. 
To bring comfort to the sorrowing or the 
discouraged, by pointing to the divine 
source of all comfort, lies within the reach 
of all who have themselves known it.

APPOINTMENT (w. 3, 4)
The appointment described in these 

verses contains some beautiful phrases. 
Note the “beauty for ashes”. Note, also the 
“oil of joy for mourning”. Note, too, the 

This is neither an offer to buy or sell these securities. That offer is 
made through the prospectus.
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“garment of praise for the spirit of heavi
ness”. Christ, the Anointed One, would be 
appointed by the Father to bring to man
kind restoration instead of desolation. What 
had happened to Israel in being removed 
from her land by her captors was symbolic 
of what had happened to all men in the 
wreck and ruin caused by sin and its inevi
table consequences. A deliverer was neces
sary. Jesus would be appointed to become 
that Deliverer.

ADORNMENT (w. 10,11)
Salvation, with its attending joy unspeak

able, is compared here to the beautiful 
adornment of the wedding pair. The bride
groom appears in his ornaments, while the 
bride appears in her jewels. The compari
son is also to the earth with its teeming of 
new life in the spring of the year. Both the 
wedding and the coming of spring are times 
of gladness and rejoicing. The righteousness 
which is possible after salvation is com
pared to a robe. The compassion of Christ, 
as He sees men in their sins with its conse
quent sorrows and broken lives, expresses it
self in full forgiveness when repentance oc
curs. For until the matter of sin has been 
resolved there can be no life of the spirit. 
And that kind of life is suggested in both 
the wedding and the arrival of spring.

ANNOUNCEMENT (w. 27-30)
The promised Messiah came to earth in 

the fullness of time. Jn these verses He 
made the glorious announcement of His 
mission among mankind. It is simply, but 
profoundly, proclaimed: “Ye shall find rest 
unto your souls”. But in order for the an
nouncement to become effective one must 
become His disciple. This is the primary 
meaning of the invitation: “Take my yoke 
upon you”. It must be remembered that a 
disciple is a learner and a learner is one 
who attends a school. The Master wants 
learners and doers.

Tom Davis Has Perfect 
Attendance 28’2 Years

DECATUR, Tenn.—Each Sunday, 71- 
year-old Thomas H. Davis walks down a 
road to Walnut Grove Church, less than a 
mile away. He’s been doing it regularly for 
55 years.

Davis, a farmer, has the distincition of 
having perfect attendance at the Walnut 
Grove Church for the past 28years. And, 
with the exception of 14 months spent in 
the Army in World War I, he has missed 
only three Sundays at the church since he 
was baptized in 1905.

The three Sundays he missed he attended 
other churches in Meigs and Rhea Counties.

Walnut Grove Church is three-quarters 
of a mile from his ancestral home, where 
he lives with his 77-y ear-old sister, Mrs. 
Linda Lawson, and Frank Davis, his 90- 
year-old brother.

Davis was first elected superintendent of 
the Sunday school in 1913 and has held 
the job most of the time since. For 19 years 
he served as church clerk and most of his 
life he has served as church sexton. When 
he first attended the church it was a simple 
log structure. It was torn down three years 
ago and a modern brick building con
structed. —The Chattanooga Times

Likes The Moon In The 
Morning, Sun At Night

TAMPA, Fla.—(BP)—A Tampa Baptist 
Church traded morning and evening by 
holding Training Union at 9:45 a.m. and 
Sunday School at 6:15 p.m.

The switch, for one Sunday only, was ex
pected to produce a record 500 persons in 
Training Union for — Manhattan Baptist 
Church here.

George Cummins Named 
Director of Chaplaincy

ATLANTA—(BP)—George W. Cum
mins of Atlanta, was named director of the 
Southern Baptist Chaplains Division by the 
denomination’s Home Mission Board at its 
annual session in Atlanta. He succeeds Al
fred Carpenter of Atlanta who retires Jan
uary 1.

Cummins, associate director of the Com
mission since 1955, has helped to plan and 
lead the work and has visited chaplains at 
U.S. and foreign installations.

Cummins will become the second direc
tor of the Commission which was estab
lished in 1941 under Carpenter’s leadership. 
In addition to 442 active duty military chap
lains and 795 military chaplains in other 
categories, active Southern Baptist civilian 
chaplains number 240.

Cummins married Bessie Mae Cum
mings; they have two children.
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God’s Wondrous World* 
Getting Ready for Christmas 

By Thelma C. Carter
Getting ready for Christmas is great fun, 

isn’t it? We write Christmas cards and

A Christmas Letter*
By Vincent Edwards

On Christmas Eve in Concord, Mr. Al
cott was getting ready to write a letter. It 
wasn’t going to some famous friend miles 
and miles away, but it was to be written for 
his own little daughter at home

Anna was six years old. Because she was 
just learning to read, her father would have 
to put his letter into very simple words.

What do you suppose he was going to 
write about on such a night? It should be 
easy to guess. Yes, it was about Christmas!

In Concord everybody knew and loved 
Mr. Bronson Alcott. Among his friends 
were writers and poets whose names were 
famous all over the country. They thought 
highly of him. They loved him because he
iiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinmiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiitiitiiiiiiiittiitiiiiiiKiiii'iiiiiiiiiiiiiKiiiiiiiiiiiiu 
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was a great thinker and because he could 
not bear to do anything low or mean.

Some folk made fun of him because his 
ideas sounded so strange. Yet, when they 
came to think them over, they saw how 
noble and good they were.

The Alcotts were a gifted family. The 
day would come when one of the little 
girls would be a famous writer. Her name 
was Louisa May Alcott, and thousands of 
girls have read her story, Little Women. 
As a matter of fact, Louisa wrote more than

Washcloth Puppy*
By Pansy McCarty

Make this washcloth puppy as a pretty 
little gift for someone.

Roll a twelve-inch washcloth tightly from 
opposite sides to the middle, as in figure A. 
The ridge this forms goes on the top part of 
the body. Pin the rolls together to hold 
them in place.

Measure off two and one-half inches on 
the rolls for front legs. Loop the next four 
inches for the head, and bind this in with 
the front legs with a pipe cleaner (figure B).

Measure three more inches, and bind with 
another pipe cleaner. Tuck under one end 
of the pipe cleaner. Allow the other end 
to stick up for a tail. That leaves two and 
one-half inches for the back legs.

Use small buttons for eyes. Run a pipe 
cleaner through the head loop. Bend back 
the ends inside the loop to form ears.

To finish, fit the cloth puppy over a small 
bar of soap. Fasten it with pins pushed 
into the soap (figure B).

a dozen stories, many of which are chil
dren’s favorites to this day.

But on this Christmas Eve Louisa was 
only a tiny girl, just four and a half. As 
she had not learned to read and was too 
young to receive a letter, this year Mr. 
Alcott was going to write to Anna.

What would he say? He wanted to tell 
her all about the dear Christ child. This is 
what he wrote:

For Anna
1837

To my daughter Anna,
A longer time ago than you can under

stand, a beautiful babe was born. Angels 
sang at his birth. And stars shone brightly. 
Shepherds watched their flocks by night.

The Babe was laid in his manger-cradle. 
And harmless oxen fed by his side. There 
was no room for him or his mother in the 
inn as she journeyed from her own home.

This Babe was born at this time of the 
year. His name was Jesus. And he is also 
called Christ. This is his birth night. And 
we call it Christ-mas after him.

I write you this little note as a Christmas 
gift and hope my little girl will remember 
the birth night of Jesus. Think how beauti
ful he was, and try to shine in lovely actions 
as he did. God never had a child that 
pleased him so well. Be like a kind sister 
of his, and so please your father, who loves 
you very much.

Christmas Eve,
December 24th, 1837. 
From your Father.

Wasn’t that a lovely letter for a little girl 
to get from her father on Christmas Eve? 
Little Anna Alcott thought so. She always 
treasured that letter. Long years afterward, 
when she was grown and married and had 
become old, she liked to read again the 

buy gifts for our family and friends. We 
decorate our Christmas trees and make 
plans for Christmas Eve or Christmas morn
ing when we will open our gifts. Some
times we prepare days ahead for the special 
Christmas dinner.

In our schools and churches we make 
preparations for special programs and for 
the singing of Christmas carols. Getting 
ready for Christmas is exciting and we look 
forward to it each year.

In fact, we are so busy getting ready for 
Christmas that we are likely to forget the 
great preparation God made before he sent 
his Son, the baby Jesus, into our wonderful 
world.

Have you thought about how busy the 
angels were getting the world ready for 
the birth of Jesus? The angels spoke to Mary 
and Joseph, giving them the message that 
Mary was to be the mother of the Son of 
God and that his name should be Jesus. 
The angels spoke to the shepherds on the 
hill, who were keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. “Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger” (Luke 2:12).

The stars were so arranged as to lead the 
Wise Men across the dessert to Bethlehem, 
which is described in the Bible as one of 
the smallest Judean towns.

For hundreds of years before these events, 
God had been getting his world ready for 
Christ through the preaching of the 
prophets.

Isn’t it wonderful, this privilege of “get
ting ready” for Christmas? To think that 
it was already arranged for us centuries 
ago!

letter her dear father had written her on 
that Christmas when she was only six years 
old.
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un

ristmas

By Arthur H. Stainback

n

“I’m so glad Christmas comes on Sun
day this year.” So I said one morning before 
several people in the church office. We were 
discussing plans for the coming “season” as 
we say in this part of the country (we 
should say “the coming Advent”). Im
mediately one answered back, “Oh, I’m not! 
It will be a terribly confusing day and 
hardly anyone will come to Sunday School 
and Church.” To which I replied, “Really, 
Christmas ought to be on Sunday every year 
and there should be a large attendance at 
Church.” You can imagine the discussion 
that followed for we too are victims of the 
commercialization of Christmas. Yes, it is 
the anniversary of the coming of the Lord 
Jesus into the world, but. . . .

In recognizing what the years have done 
to His day, I am also mindful of what 
should have been done. There are too many 
desecrators of the day. I hold no brief for 
the date as such. It is the established day; it 
has a purpose; it should be a sacred day 
and not a springboard for business sales.

Before my thoughts on the use of Christ
mas, let me devise a very simple and child
ish illustration. Let us imagine it is your 
birthday anniversary. A group who say they 
love you decide to celebrate the day. They 
plan a party. Plans for the party are far- 
reaching. They think of decorations, re
freshments, entertainment, some honor to 
you and on and on. Somewhere along the 
line outsiders get into the discussion. Soon 
your friends are told here is an opportunity 
to do for one another also. The time of the 
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party arrives. Your “friends” arrive bur
dened with gifts. They enjoy the party. 
They say they honor you and relish the 
refreshments and festive spirit. Most of 
the time, however, thby get into corners in 
cliques and talk about other things. The 
gifts they brought and exchanged with one 
another are not given to you. What kind 
of a birthday party do you call that?

To really make it your birthday party, 
it should be a company of your mutual 
friends. They all partake of the refresh
ments, because you want to do something 
to show your love and make it a happy 
occasion. All the gifts they bring should 
be given to you and not exchanged with 
one another. Only in such a way does it 
become a true birthday anniversary cele
bration. So too with Christmas. It is the 
day we say we set aside to honor the In
carnation of the Son of God. In the finest 
sense of the word it is the annual birthday 
party for the Lord Jesus.

We should annually celebrate this day on 
a Sunday because it is the “Lord’s Day”. 
This would be the first step in keeping 
Christmas Christian and spiritual. We should 
have our Sunday School parties and other 
social affairs under church supervision. It 
is good to show how Christians can enjoy 
fellowship. We should be reminded of the 
value of sharing our love in Christian com
pany. It should be a reminder that we are 
happy and blessed people because of what 
the coming of the Lord did to the world.

There should not be the exchange of 

gifts among members nor between teachers 
and classes. On this one occasion we should 
all be quivers and our gifts should be to 
the Lord’s work. Just as we give to the One 
whose birthday we celebrate and not to one 
another, so too on His Day we should make 
some offering to His cause.

We will want to give gifts to those we 
love because Christmas is the time we dis
play the Spirit of God so loving that He 
gave. The general exchange of gifts, the 
drawing of names out of a hat, the act of 
giving just to be in the spirit of the day, 
giving with the expectation of getting is 
hardly in keeping with the true meaning of 
Christmas.

We can greatly help keep Christ in 
Christmas, if we will have our church 
parties for fellowship, refreshment and 
bring them to a close with the act of giving 
nothing to one another but each person 
presenting a gift to the Lord. The “White 
Christmas” idea can be a good success and 
happy spiritual affair. The church will se
lect some project, very likely the Foreign 
Mission Offering, because it represents our 
way of going to a sinful world just as He 
did at His Advent. The worship of the day 
ought to be a high day in spiritual blessing 
and there is no better day to celebrate the 
anniversary of the Lord’s coming than on 
Sunday, the Lord’s Day.

Rev. Mr. Stainback is pastor of Little River 
Baptist Church, Miami, Florida.
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