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Devotional Southern Baptist Convention

Christian Growth

E. Lowell Adams, Graceland Church, Memphis

Paul, writing from his Roman prison, 
was most mindful of his own need to con
tinue his spiritual growth. To the Philip- 
pians he expressed this, “Brethren, I count 
not myself yet to have laid hold; but one 
thing I do, forgetting the things which are 
behind, and stretching forward to the things 
which are before, I press on toward the goal 
unto the prize of the high calling of God in
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Final Day’s Reports Received
SAN FRANCISCO—Southern Baptists 

in the concluding day of their session here 
in Civic Auditorium received the following 
reports which are here summarized for our 
readers:

Education Commission
Rabun L. Brantley, executive secretary 

of the Education Commission, Nashville, 
reported Baptist colleges, universities, aca
demies and seminaries graduated their larg-

Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14, ASV).
A teacher showed the picture of a moun

tain in his country. He said many try to 
climb it although it is difficult. Some stop 
at comfortable spots; others climb on. Some 
climb nearly to the top, then go back down. 
Here are two difficulties: One is fixation, 
where a certain point is reached without 
desire to go further. The other is regression, 
where one reaches a higher point and turns 
in retreat. These temptations are with us 
in our spiritual progress as individual Chris
tians and churches. If we succumb to the 
first we stop growing and have no desire 
to begin again; if to the second we turn we 
retreat in our spiritual lives.

There are ways, however, to meet these 
temptations and continue our spiritual 
growth, even as Paul both taught and prac
ticed. We should grow through Bible study, 
prayer, stewardship, witnessing, love, wor
ship, and service.

The Christian should seek higher levels 
and never be contented with his present 
achievement. The danger of such content
ment is seen in a vivid story told by Soren 
Kierkegaard of a wild duck that came down 
into a barnyard and stayed with the tame 
ducks. After months of tame living and 
heavy eating, he tried to rejoin his old 
companions when they passed over, but he 
was too heavy and soft. Each time they 
came over he was stirred to make a slight 
effort, but finally the time came when he 
felt no desire to fly. So is the insidious ef
fect of being content with low living, until 
one no longer thrills to higher things.

On our own mountains of life we must 
never arrive at a point of fixation in our 
spiritual development. Nor should there 
be a regression. Rather, we should keep 
going on and growing up. We should ap
propriate the words of Paul, as translated 
by J. B. Phillips, “I leave the past behind 
and with hands outstretched to whatever 
lies ahead I go straight for the goal—my 
reward the honor of being called by God 
in Christ” (Phil. 3:13b-14).

est number of students yet on record during 
the past school year (1960-61).

More than 10,000 students were gradu
ated from the Convention’s 71 related 
schools, while enrolment (total) reached a 
record high of 77,143 as compared with 
71,800 for the year before.

Brantley pointed out although there are 
now seven new colleges in various stages of 
planning by local and state groups, only two 
senior colleges and three junior colleges of 
the total number of schools remain unac
credited by their regional accrediting agen
cies. All the present schools expect to be 
accredited by the Baptist Jubilee Year of 
1964.

Of importance to the Convention was 
Brantley’s report that state and Southern 
Baptist Convenions have increased their 
support to the schools during the past year 
from $14,880,879 to $15,677,189.

Of this amount, $10,460,788 was given 
for operation while $5,216,401 was desig
nated for capital projects. In addition to 
this amount, the schools raised $12,169,480 
in gifts, grants and other donations. South
ern Baptists now have a total investment in 
their schools of $358,795,815, of which 
$90,638,263 is for endowment.

American Baptist Seminary
L. S. Sedberry of Nashville retired Dec. 

31, 1961 after HVi years as executive secre
tary of this agency, the Commission on 
American Baptist Theological Seminary told 
the 1962 Convention.

While no permanent executive has been 
elected to succeed Sedberry, the commission 
asked the SBC Education Commission to 
permit its executive secretary, Rabun L. 
Brantley of Nashville, to serve in acting 
capacity.

Brantley told the Convention “funds from 
National Baptists have decreased greatly” 
which “hampers the work of the Seminary.” 
The Southern Baptist Convention is in part
nership with the National Baptist Conven
tion, U. S. A., Inc. (Negro), in operating 
the Nashville school.

The SBC has given $62,260 during the 
year for the seminary’s operation, accord
ing to Brantley. He said funds have accumu
lated for several years to build a chapel, 
which “it is understood . . . National Bap
tists will furnish” when complete. The com
mission has thus far set no date to begin 
the new chapel.

Tennessee Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union provides $3000 a year which “is 
proving a great blessing in helping provide
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scholarships for students,” Brantley an
nounced. “The Commission supplements 
this fund with $2500 a year.”

Carver School
Major item in the report of Carver School 

of Missions and Social Work was its rec
ommendation that the Convention approve 
a merger with Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, both in Louisville.

President Nathan C. Brooks Jr. presented 
a three-fold recommendation at San Fran
cisco:

1. “That the operation of Carver School 
be merged as soon as possible with Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

2. “That the Carver School trustees serve 
through the 1963 meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention with full authority to 
handle the affairs of the school. In this 
period they will attempt such negotiations 
and complete such contracts as will assure 
a continued effort to achieve the purposes 
set forth in the Carver School Charter. As 
soon as possible, during or following the 
1963 Southern Baptist Convention, the Car
ver School of Missions and Social Work as 
an independent corporation will be merged.

3. “That the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary be requested to accept the assets 
of Carver School and to operate its problems 
in such manner as will in good faith seek to 
achieve the purposes set forth in the Carver 
School charter.”

Southern Baptist Hospitals
Plans for long-range expansion and de

velopment have engaged both hospitals oper
ated by the Southern Baptist Convention at 
large, according to Executive Secretary T. 
Sloane Guy Jr. of New Orleans.

Hospitals at New Orleans and at Jackson
ville, Fla., are operated under a single SBC 
agency’s direction, an agency known as 
Southern Baptist Hospitals.

Guy said in “planning” at Southern Bap
tist Hospital, New Orleans, and at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital, Jacksonville, both have 
“been faced with crippling demands for 
hospital services. An occupancy level that is 
greater than 80-85 per cent has been found 
to impede seriously the work of the hospitals 
by overtaxing both physical plants and per
sonnel.”

The two hospitals furnished medical and 
surgical treatment to more than 35,000 pa
tients admitted during 1961. Not counted 
were the 6944 infants borir at the hospitals, 
and the 53,370 given “outpatient” treatment 
in emergency rooms or clinics.

Charity-type care for “those least able to 
pay” cost the two institutions $383,199 last 
year. The $25,000 allotted the hospitals for 
operating funds from the SBC Cooperative 
Program were used to help underwrite this 
cost, Guy explained.

Sites, Dates For Future Southern Baptist Conventions
1963—May 7-10, Kansas City, Mo. (Last met this city, 1956)
1964—May 18-24, Atlantic City, N.J. (Never met this far East before)
1965—June 1-4, Dallas, Tex. (Last met there, 1894)
1966—May 24-27, Detroit, Mich. (First time to go here)

Historical Commission
Two major projects occupied the attention 

of the Historical Commission during 1961, 
this agency reported to the Convention.

According to Davis C. Woolley of Nash
ville, executive secretary of the commission, 
they were:

1. The background study and research of 
Southern Baptist Convention agencies (used 
to aid the development of an Organization 
Manual of SBC agency work), and

2. Preparing Baptist Advance,” a volume 
produced for the Baptist Jubilee Advance.

The commission, Woolley also reported, 
engages in two programs—recording, pro
curing and preserving as one, and utilization 
as the other.

In the field of microfilm, the commission 
reported now having over 7 million pages of 
material so available. During 1961, 319,812 
pages of “valuable historical materials” were 
added, Woolley said.

The commission works to secure im
portant books and documents, many rare 
and valuable. During 1961, the 1,146 items 
secured were valued at $7,614.

The Historical Commission and the Sun
day School Board, together operate the 
Dargan-Carver ' Library located in the 
board’s office building there, and on the 

GERMANTOWN—John Melton, chairman of the building committee for Germantown Church, 
turns the first spade of dirt to begin construction on a new $45',.000 educational building while 
pastor Bill Wells looks on approvingly. Interested spectators are members of the build'ng 
committee: (I to r) Leon Jones, Paul Haynes, Mrs. Haynes, Mrs. O. D. Roast, Mrs. Bradley 
Phillips, Mr. Phillips, L. A. Flake and Bilbo Jones. On the right, Gaston Jones, also a 
member of the committee, discusses the project with O. D. Madewell, contractor.

same floor as the Historical Commission 
offices.

Public Affairs Committee
The national education debate was the 

focal point of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, Washington, D.C., in 
1961, according to its report to the 1962 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Last year saw a major effort to provide 
Federal aid to the public schools, but a 
deadlock resulted because of a combination 
of political and economic factors with the 
opposition of the Roman Catholic bishops. 
The bishops opposed any aid to public 
schools that did not include parochial 
schools, the report noted.

At six different times the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs presented testi
mony at hearings before committees of the 
Senate and House.

In its report to the Convention, the Public 
Affairs Committee raised three questions 
that must be answered to help settle the 
church-state issues in education. They are:

1. What should be the role of the 
churches in general education?

2. Can the churches and the homes take 
the responsibility for an adequate program 
of religious education for all the people?

3. How should public education be fi
nanced in the changed America?
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editorial

The Book, Yes! Book-Ban, No!
Southern Baptists are a people of The Book. This 

they have been from their beginning. This they are 
now. This they will remain. The 1962 Convention 
at San Francisco spelled this out with unmistakable 
clarity. But Southern Baptists refuse to be herded 
down a book-banning road in misplaced defense of 
the Bible. More than one attempt at this wrong kind of 
fervor was foiled during the Convention sessions.

Such roads are not for Baptists nurtured in the ways 
of the Spirit. Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is 
liberty. Those who would demand their sanction 
before a book be allowed did not prevail. Baptists 
spurn book-banning fervor which may become a fever. 
It may be only one degree removed from book-burning 
fanaticism. The mistaken zeal that issues in this may 
be born of a fear due to lack of a sense of inner secu
rity.

The Convention met this year in one of America’s 
most cosmopolitan cities. But this 105th session was 
perhaps one of the Convention’s most sectional in 
attendance, representation and tone with Californians 
outnumbering all other states in messenger representa
tion even though they are but a minute percentage 
among all Southern Baptists. One raises the question 
about the advisability of the Convention holding its 
annual meetings on the outer edges of its geographical 
area. We venture to write this despite our sincere ap
preciation for the magnificent hospitality displayed 
by Southern Baptists in California to all who came 
this year to San Francisco. Many messengers now feel 
strongly that the Southern Baptist Convention should 
seek more central accessible places to meet wtih respect 
to the majority of its constituency.

It is questionable in the larger framework of the 
matter how much the Convention’s annual meeting 
might serve as a missionary shot-in-the arm in the im
mediate area in which it convenes for the benefit of 
local Baptist work. Over against such an effect must 
be weighed the off-setting loss to the Convention in 
sessions that lack needed representation from its popu
lation center.

Wisely this session refrained from admitting mes
sengers from Canada. It referred this matter, involving 
a Constitutional change, to its Executive Committee.

The Convention sermon dynamically reaffirmed the 
adequacy of the Gospel for our time. Pastor Franklin 
Paschall of First Church, Nashville, delivered this mes
sage with clarity and great conviction. We carried it 
in our last issue.

We print in full in this issue President Herschell 
Hobb’s address. His wise counsel in dealing with our 
present day theological problem was given a standing 
ovation. No man has served with greater effectiveness 
in the difficult role of Convention president than Dr. 
Hobbs. His fairness, good humor, unflagging patience 
and unquestioned dedication won admiration on all 
sides. The Convention is fortunate to have his valued 
services for the coming year.

The setting up of a committee of twenty-five to 
study again the 1925 Convention’s Statement of Faith 
was a sensible move. Chairmanned by the Southern 

x Baptist Convention president and composed of those 
men now serving as presidents in the respective state 
conventions this group will have a year to study the 
present theological problem in an atmosphere detached 
from the hurly burly that attends some Convention 
proceedings. Certainly the Convention should not at
tempt the impossible of trying to make specific the
ological statements during hectic sessions allowing no 
time for mature calm deliberation. We should never 
forget that the Convention is not a creed making body. 
Yet it does need to give some guide lines to its insti
tutions and agencies through an accepted consensus of 
beliefs most generally held. This in part will engage 
the prayerful Spirit-led thought of the special Commit
tee of Twenty-five for the coming year. The Conven
tion will have to learn to depend more on such small 
deliberative groups to hammer out on the anvil of 
Truth any statement that will stand the test of time. 
In doing so the Convention will not abandon its pre
rogative as it will hold its own approval or disapproval 
as a check on whatever the committee may formulate.
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Messengers Reaffirm Faith In Entire Bible
SAN FRANCISCO—Messengers to the 105th session of the Southern 

Baptist Convention voted overwhelmingly to reaffirm their faith in the 
entire Bible as the authoritative, authenic, infallible Word of God.

In a double-barreled action which also made request of their semi
naries and agencies, the 8,000 messengers added:

“We express our abiding and unchanging objection to the dissemination
of theological views in any of our semin
aries which would undermine such faith in 
the historical accuracy and doctrinal integri
ty of the Bible, and ... we courteously 
request the trustees and administrative of
ficers of our institutions and other agencies 
to take such steps as shall be necessary to 
remedy at once those situations where such 
views now threaten our historic position.”

It was a battle between so-called con
servative and liberal elements from the 
moment K. O. White, pastor of First 
Church, Houston, Texas, and leader of the 
conservative group, mounted the platform 

to speak to the motion he introduced. It 
was divided into two motions by H. H. 
Hobbs, convention president, before discus
sion began.

Some made efforts to avoid a vote on the 
second issue, but were defeated. First, they 
asked that the motion be referred to a special 
committee formed Wednesday to possibly re
write or reaffirm the Baptist faith and mess
age. When that failed, messengers asked for 
a definition of the term “historic position” 
but didn’t get it.

White spoke only briefly to the first mo

tion before it was adopted without opposi
tion. He said:

“I felt you as messengers wanted to ex
press yourselves so people around the world 
would know you hadn’t changed your 
thinking one iota.”

White also was the first speaker to the 
second motion aimed at the seminaries, but 
he drew a sharp reply from Wallace Bassett, 
pastor for 45 years of Cliff Temple Church, 
Dallas, Texas.

Bassett, a massive grey-haired man with 
a booming bass voice, told the messengers 
they were not a creed making assembly. He 
said he remembered a similar situation where 
a fundamentalist group started in Texas 
more than 35 years ago in which the leader 
ultimately pulled out of the Southern Bap
tist Convention and started a seminary of 
his own.

Many of that first splinter group later 
came back to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion on their hands and knees, he said, after 
they became dissatisfied with their leader’s 
motives.

Convention Ends Sessions In 
Peaceful Fellowship

SAN FRANCISCO—After three hectic 
days of motions, amendments and mandates 
covering the whole theological waterfront, 
messengers closed out in peaceful fellow
ship the 105th session of the Southern Bap
tist Convention here with resolutions on 
communism, Christian morality and observ
ance of the Lord’s Day.

The resolution on communism cautioned 
Baptists against accusing people of being 
communists without sufficient evidence.

“We do believe that Southern Baptists 
should study communism as medical experts 
study cancer,” the resolution said. “We 
therefore commend those among us who 
are undertaking to learn and to teach Chris
tian truth as it applies in this area.”

The resolution on communism was the 
result of an address by Paul Geren, deputy 
director of the Peace Corps, who said one 
of the best things we could do to fight com
munism is to refrain from slandering fellow 
Americans and start ministering to human 
need.

The resolution instructed convention 
agencies to respond to the rising tide of 
interest in communism and speed up their 
activities in informing Southern Baptists 
about the nature and threat of communism.

The resolution on Christian morality 
pointed up the “obvious decline of morality 
in our nation and among our Baptist peo
ple,” and called for agencies to expand their 
efforts to make the Southern Baptist witness 
more comprehensive in this area.

Messengers asked agencies to provide 
more information on the Lord’s Day ob
servance question in an effort to determine 

what the Baptist position should be.
The resolution pointed out there is a wide 

tendency in many communities toward a 
seven-day business week, yet the United 
States Supreme Court recently upheld the 
legality of a law setting aside a day of rest. 
The resolution also reminded there are re
quests to designate Sunday as a day of rest 
by law.

A theological dispute pitting different 
theological viewpoints among Southern Bap
tists dominated this national meeting.

Center of the dispute was a book, “The 
Message of Genesis,” by Ralph Elliott, pro
fessor of Old Testament at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, 
Mo.

Many took issue with some of Elliott’s 
interpretations of the first book of the Bible. 
It was countered that Elliott had a right to 
his own opinions and to probe for more 
light on the Scriptures.

An ultra-conservative element sought to 
order the Baptist Sunday School Board to 
stop publishing Elliott’s book and to remove 
from circulation all unsold copies. But the 
messengers would have none of that. Among 
those who guided messengers in this deci
sion was a Tennessee pastor. Allen West, 
pastor of Woodmont Church, Nashville 
said he wondered just how many of the 
messengers had read the controversial book.

“From the standpoint of polity, we are 
breaking over if we take this action here,” 
West said.

“You have turned over the responsibility 
of publishing this book to one agency, and 
have turned over the teaching responsibility 

to the trustees of another agency.” West 
suggested that the convention find the solu
tions in the regular methods of Baptist 
polity.

“In the matter of censure, we would be 
doing something we have condemned for 
as far back as I remember. We do not be
lieve in book burning and yet we are about 
to practice something here that goes back 
to the 15th century.”

Earlier, messengers voted to set up a 
special committee to affirm or revise a 
Southern Baptist statement of faith and 
message. Composed of the convention presi
dent and the 24 presidents of the state con
ventions, it is to report in 1963 at the 
national meeting in Kansas City.

Another heated issue was an amendment 
to change the constitution to permit the 
seating of churches outside the United 
States and its possessions. The amendment 
was referred to the executive committee for 
study and a report next year. Supporters 
of the amendment to broaden the conven
tion to worldwide proportions were primari
ly messengers sympathetic to 19 Canadian 
Baptist churches wanting to affiliate with 
Southern Baptists.

Numerically, this meeting was somewhat 
small with 9,396 messengers attending, the 
smallest gathering since the 1957 convention 
in Chicago when 9,109 attended. Of the 
total registered this year 1,609 were from 
California, or more than one out of each 
six messengers at the Convention.

Messengers re-elected H. H.. Hobbs, pas
tor of First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, 
as president for a second one-year term.

Chosen to help him were Grady Cothen 
of Fresno, executive secretary of Southern 
Baptists in California, first vice president, 
and E. S. James of Dallas, editor of the 
Baptist Standard, Texas Baptists’ weekly 
newspaper, second vice president,
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Crisis And Conquest
By Herschel H. Hobbs

The voice is reportedly that of Premier Nikita Khrushchev.
“Our rocket has passed the moon. It is nearing the sun, and we 

have not discovered God. We have turned lights out in heaven that 
no man will be able to put on again. We are breaking the yoke of ; 
the Gospel, the opiate of the masses. Let us go forth and Christ shall 
be relegated to mythology.”

Do these words frighten you? They should. For they are not the 
words of the Number One Communist alone. They are the words of 
a godless materialism which permeates every segment of our society, 
a materialism which denies God, turns out lights in heaven, denudes 
the Gospel of its power, and seeks to relegate Christ to the realm of 
mythology. They are the words of crisis.

Our world lives in a state of crisis. It is the crisis produced by the 
contending forces of godlessness and God. It erupts in many realms 
of life: political, economic, moral, and social. But it is basically a 
spiritual crisis. It is theological. It is Christological. Jesus referred 
to it when He said, “Now is the judgment of this world: now is the 
prince of this world cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me” (John 12:31-32). Literally, “Now is the 
crisis of this world system . . .”

In a very real sense every age is one of crisis as this world system 
is brought face to face with Christ. But the issues are more sharply 
drawn in some generations than in others. Ours is such an age.

What shall we say to this challenge? Do the forces of Christianity 
have the answer? To say that they do not would be to deny the 
power of the , Gospel, to quit the field of battle in disastrous defeat. 
Let this never be said of this generation. For we do have the answer! 
Why, then, does this world system continue to defy, or, what is worse, 
to ignore us as it drives on in relentless conquest?

The apostle Paul gives us the answer. “For if the trumpet give an 
uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?” (I Cor. 
14:8). The present-day religious scene finds too many Gospel trumpets 
giving forth an uncertain sound. Until this world system is confronted 
with the full stature and station of Christ, it will continue to stumble 
on its way toward darkness and oblivion. Only when the forces of 
Christ seize the crisis and transform it into a conquest, shall Christ 
be permitted to come to grips with or close in conflict with the powers 
which defy Him and His right to reign in the hearts of men.

It is quite evident that present-day Christianity as a whole has not 
given the answer to the challenge which has been thrown down be
fore our God. But somewhere God has a people which can and 
must give the answer. God has not left Himself without a witness. 

. I would challenge Southern Baptists to be that witness. To do so we 
must blow with a certain sound the trumpet of the Gospel of Christ. 
We must raise an ensign about which may rally all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ sincerely.

This does not mean ecumenicity! It means that each entity of the 
forces of Christ in its own way, and bound together by no bond save 
an unswerving love for Christ and an unfailing loyalty to His Word, 
shall march forth to confront this world system with Christ’s claims 
until the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ.

Why is Christianity so important in this crisis? To answer this 
question we must go back almost two hundred years to the rise of 
modern liberalism as it broke away from the conservative theology 
of the Reformation. In its extreme form this school of thought ap
plied the rules of an exact but infant science to the basic elements of 
the Christian religion. Every tenet of its faith was put under the 
miscroscope of a humanistic philosophy which made man’s intellect 
the measure of all things. That which did not conform to its pre
conceived standards was rejected from religious truth. The Bible 
was emasculated. Biblical supernaturalism was cast aside as the super
stition of a credulous age. Even the person and work of Christ were 
hailed before the bar of pure reason. Some went so far as to deny 
that Jesus Christ ever lived, making Him the figment of the imagina
tion of a learned Jew named Paul.

Let it be noted at this point that the Christian forces prior to the 
nineteenth century also failed to speak with challenge to its world 
system. Scholastic Protestantism of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries was orthodox enough, but it was dead. Present-day Chris
tianity should take its cue from this experience. It is desirable to be 
orthodox. But it must be an orthodoxy which is aware of and rele
vant to the needs of its time.

By the beginning of the nineteenth century liberalism was firmly 
■.established on American shores. Here it largely took the form of 
seeking to interpret,-the Biblical record in terms of pure reason, sci- 

. ence, and historical criticism of the Scriptures. It reached, its extreme 
form in Modernism which ruled out the Supernatural in favor of 
religious humanism or theistic naturalism.' z r ? ‘

Quite naturally American liberalism did not proceed without a 
struggle. Its conflict with theological conservatism reached a climax 
in the 1920’s in the Modernist-Fundamentalist Controversy. From 
this conflict Modernism emerged with a claim of victory.

How may we analyze this theological struggle? Obviously three 
elements were involved: physical science, philosophy, and the Chris
tian religion. Now each of these is a legitimate field of inquiry, and 
is related to man’s total experience. Physical science deals with 
demonstrable facts and investigative theories in nature. It is con
cerned with cause and effect in the continuity of natural truth. Phi
losophy is concerned with the data produced by physical science and 
experience. It seeks to relate the whole to a single principle which 
will explain the universe in its component parts. The Christian re
ligion, on the other hand, is concerned with man’s quest after God 
and His redemptive will and work. It involves the establishing of a 
personal communion between an infinite, holy God and a finite, sinful 
man. In short, science deals with causality, philosophy with ration
ality, and religion with personality.

Now there need be no conflict between these three areas of man’s 
experience. They pursue different tasks, but they seek the same goal, 
truth. Each has its own basis of authority, method of procedure, 
criteria for evaluating truth, and means of drawing its conclusions 
with regard to Reality. Each is autonomous within its-own realm. 
There is no conflict between truth as derived from science, philosophy, 
or religion. For all is of God. Conflicts in interpretation may ap
pear at a given point in the quest after truth. But when each has 
done its full work they will be resolved in God who is all in all.

The conflict comes when either seeks to impose its autonomy on 
the other. This is not to say that “ne’er the twain shall meet.” The 
Christian religion is not irrational. Nor is physical science uncon
cerned with personality. Philosophy is entwined in both. But when 
either of these seeks to become the final authority in the other realms, 
conflict is inevitable.

A classic example of this is religion’s effort to deny the discovery 
of Galileo that the universe is heliocentric rather than geocentric. 
Religion should never pose as the final authority in physical science.

Now if this be true in the one case, it should be true in the others. 
Of course, religion may become the field of inquiry for both science 
and philosophy. But neither should demand that religion forsake its 
own autonomy to adapt itself to theirs. It is at this point that the 

" Christian religion has suffered the most. Its right has been challenged 
to speak authoritatively in its own realm to a world system which 
bows at the altars of physical science and pure reason.

We have seen that the roots of modern liberalism stem from the 
invasion of the realm of the Christian religion by physical science 
and philosophy. And the first attack was upon the Christian religion’s 
source of authority, the Bible. Now the Bible has nothing to fear 
from either science or philosophy. But its interpreters should insist 
upon its authority in the realm of religion. This authority is neither 
legal nor mechanical. It is spiritual and experiential. The Bible is 
authoritative in the Christian religion because its message is authenti
cated as it meets and satisfies the deepest needs of the human soul. 
In this realm neither science nor philosophy is qualified to speak the 
final word.

The Bible is not afraid of historical criticism. It was wrought out 
in history. It has stood the legitimate tests of the criteria of authentic 
history. Neither does the Bible fear the research of science. There 
is no proved fact or tenable theory in the realm of science which 
does not find a compatible atmosphere in the pages of the Holy 
Scriptures. The Bible need have no fear from comparative religion. 
In literary criticism it is axiomatic that in multiple accounts of the 
same event the simplest account is the most reliable. Applying this 
simply rule to the related accounts a,mong ancient peoples of the 
creation and the flood, it will be seen that the simpler Biblical ac
counts relate to Jehovah that which other accounts describe in a 
pagan religious atmosphere.

No, the Bible fears neither science nor philosophy except as they 
seek to impose upon it their autonomy. To deny the supernatural in 
the Bible is for science and philosophy to say dogmatically what God 
can or cannot do because it does not submit to their standards of 
authority. This is neither scientific nor philosophical. For science to 
discount the miraculous on the basis that it is contrary to natural law 
is for it to conclude that it knows all of the laws of nature. This 
denies the very basis upon which scientific inquiry proceeds. And 
physical science in the last twenty-five years has uncovered too many 
natural laws hitherto unknown to man, for it to declare arbitrarily 
by what laws God can or. cannot work. It would be far more scien
tific to say that neither science nor philosophy has a criterion by which 
to judge the supernatural.' Such a judgment belongs to the autonomy
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of religion.
This same principle applies in the realm of Christology. Neither 

science nor philosophy is qualified to say how God can invade history 
to work out His redemptive purpose, the method He must employ, 
and the means whereby He would authenticate the unique deity of 
the Son of God. This involves the virgin birth, vicarious death, and 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. Had this simple “ground rule” been 
observed theology would have been spared much needless conflict.

At this point let us return to our sketch of liberalism. Modernism’s 
claim to victory was short-lived. For the depression of the 1930’s 
and the war of the 1940’s produced what was called a group of 
“chastened liberals.” Conclusively man was not the measure of all 
things. The shallow optimism of liberalism was engulfed in a death 
dealing pessimism. Man revealed himself as the helpless, sinful 
creature that he was. Modernism was forced to retreat from its 
extreme theological liberalism to seek a more realistic base of opera
tions. And chief among those who called for the retreat were Karl 
Barth, Emil Brunner, and Reinhold Niebuhr. It was a call back to a 
Bible-centered theology. This resultant theology is called Neo-Ortho- 
doxy. It is the theologian’s effort to deal with the dilemma of liberal
ism. The term “Neo-Orthodoxy” indicates that it is an effort to re
turn to the conservative orthodoxy of the Reformation.

Neo-Orthodoxy bases its position on a Bible-centered theology, 
the transcendence of God, the sinfulness of man, and God’s redemp
tive purpose and work through Jesus Christ. But Barth and his col
leagues rendered a decided service to the cause of theology by calling 
extreme liberalism back to the Bible as its center. The present prob
lem is that liberalism did not fully respond. For Neo-Orthodoxy is 
orthodoxy with a difference. It is the half-way point between the 
conservative theology of the Reformation and the extremes of modern 
liberal theology.

The following analysis will not be accepted by many Neo-Orthodox 
theologians. There are varying positions within this field. But it does 
touch generally upon its salient points.

Neo-Orthodoxy in its extreme form makes its claim to orthodoxy, 
but is it a valid claim? It avows to be a Bible-centered theology. 
But it still tends to make the Bible subservient to the autonomy of 
physical science. It speaks of the transcendence of God. But it in
sists that the supernatural shall be subject to a natural interpretation. 
It sees man as a sinful creature. Yet it poses the intellect of man as 
the final judge in the operations of God. It holds that God has in
vaded history for His redemptive work. But it interprets this invasion 
and work in terms contrary to the teachings of the New Testament, 
both linguistic and historical. Where it cannot explain these events in 
terms of natural law, it employs existentialism to resolve the problem 
between eternal truth and historic phenomenon. The result is called 
“faith,” by which it means that some elements reach beyond under
standing. But in the overall it is a faith which is subservient to 
knowledge. And this denies the very meaning of faith.

The current addition to this theology is known as Bultmannism, 
which has been aptly described as Neo-Orthodoxy’s relapse into 
liberalism. Thereby is introduced into the language of theology the 
“myth” theory to explain the supernatural. That which does not adapt 
itself to natural law is interpreted as not belonging to the realm of 
history in its commonly accepted sense. It is a historic truth, but not 
history, designed to teach a theological truth. Thus, for instance, the 
so-called “myths” of creation and the miracles of Jesus are not the 
history of the events but interpretations thereof. The virgin birth of 
Jesus is not a virgin birth at all. It simply means that God has in
vaded history for the purpose of redemption. The resurrection of

Jesus simply means that His spirit survives death.
Suffice to say that Bultmann has not said the last word in this 

matter. A welcomed trend in theology is back toward the center. 
Even some of Bultmann’s own students are endeavoring to correct 
his extremes.

Admittedly such a theology is an effort to satisfy the “modern 
mind.” But in satisfying the “modern mind” does it meet the needs 
of the eternal soul? It tends to remove the mystery from religion. It 
is open to question as to whether or not such a theology satisfies the 
“modern mind.”

If the “modern mind” analyzes such a theology it is left with more 
questions than answers. How else could God reveal Himself through 
His Son than through a virgin birth? When science itself lives on 
faith in the unknown, how can it deny such a faith to others? If 
science does not know all of God’s laws, who is to say that the
supernatural must conform to the natural? In what way is the sur
vival of Jesus’ spirit after death different from those of Buddha,
Mohammed, or Gandhi? And if it is not different, how does one
explain the power of the Christian movement in history? Can the 
“modern mind” leave these and other questions unanswered? There 
is an answer to each of them. But such a theology is incapable of 
giving it.

This brings us back to our original proposition. There is an ansvzer 
to every problem of the “modern mind.” Some of the answers are 
to be found in physical science and philosophy. But not all. When 
they have said their final word, the most fundamental questions of 
life remain. And their answers are to be found in the realm of 
religion, specifically the Christian religion.

Where do Southern Baptists stand in relation to the theological 
conflict that has characterized the modern era? They were scarcely 
touched in the Modernist-Fundamentalist Controversy. This is ex
plained by the fact that in its midst Southern Baptists firmly position- 
ized themselves in the conservative role which has always character
ized their theology. In 1924 when the battle raged the firecest, 
Southern Baptists appointed a committee to study the matter. This 
committee was composed of some of their ablest theologians whose 
chairman was E. Y. Mullins. In 1925 the committee made its report. 
In its preamble were the following words. “The present occasion for 
the reaffirmation of Christian fundamentals is the prevalence of 
naturalism in the modern theology and preaching of religion. Chris
tianity is supernatural in its origin and history. We repudiate every 
theology of religion which denies the supernatural elements of our 
faith.” The committee’s report was adopted as “a statement” of “The 
Baptist Faith and Message.” And for the time being the issue was 
settled.

The rise of Neo-Orthodoxy received scant notice from Southern 
Baptists. But in recent years a few of their theologians have recog
nized the contribution which it seeks to make to the theological scene. 
There have been some efforts to adjust Southern Baptist faith to its 
position. From time to time these efforts have produced expressed 
concern among many Southern Baptists.

The question which I would raise is as to whether or not Southern 
Baptists’ greatest contribution to the present theological dilemma lies 
in this direction. Neo-Orthodoxy is the product of a return from the 
extremes of modern liberalism toward a Bible-centered theology. We 
have seen that it stopped at the half-way mark. Is not the role of 
Southern Baptist theologians that of saying, “Here is a people who 
never left the Bible as the center of its theology. In the light of the 
failure of present-day Christianity to speak effectively to modern 
man, we invite you to re-examine your position. Let us pursue truth 
together, but let us do so within the full autonomy of the Christian 
religion. With the Bible alone as the center of our theology, recog
nizing that God is both transcendent and immanent in His universe, 
that man is a sinner lost from God and unable by his own powers 
to comprehend or effect a reconciliation with God, let us go forth 
to proclaim that God in the person of Jesus Christ has invaded history 
in a manner clearly set forth in the New Testament to redeem both 
man and His universe to Himself.”

Will such a call be heeded? Southern Baptists can only call and 
wait and hope. But even so, let them resolve to be God’s witness in 
this crisis hour. Someone has said that Southern Baptists are God’s 
last hope in this generation. They have not so proclaimed themselves. 
But if they are, let them be worthy of the mantle which such a 
declaration offers to them. If so, as I see it they must first resolve 
any problems within their own theological position. Four things I 
would suggest.

Southern Baptists must reaffirm both in faith and practice their 
time-honored belief in the priesthood of all believers. Obviously this 
involves the responsibility of witnessing to what they believe. But our 
concern at this point is with the privilege of determining what they 
believe. In this light the priesthood of all believers simply means 
that every believer has the right and responsibility to read and inter
pret the Bible as he is led of the Holy Spirit.

It is not likely that Southern Baptists will knowingly and willingly 
relinquish this cherished principle. But in their zeal for the faith 
they could unwittingly do so. For this article of their faith does not
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mean that every believer has the right to interpret the Scriptures as 
I think that he should. In recent days of theological disturbance one 
editor has suggested that perhaps Southern Baptists need a creed. As 
in the days of Doctor J. B. Grambrell, Southern Baptists were not 
willing, nor are they now, to wear a blind bridle, so today I do not 
believe that they are ready to wear a theological straight jacket.

Now this principle does not mean that, like the cowboy, Southern 
Baptists should mount their theological horses and ride off in all 
directions. Each Southern Baptist is to interpret the Scriptures as he 
is led by the Holy Spirit. He must be certain that he is not led by 
some other spirit. God is not the author of confusion. Nor does the 
Holy Spirit deny Himself. The unity of Southern Baptist theology 
and faith for one hundred and seventeen years would indicate that 
the Holy Spirit has led in their scriptural interpretation. They must 
continue to let Him do so. Any personal interpretation that tends to 
depart radically from their historic position should be carefully 
evaluated. For the priesthood of believers involves not only privilege 
but responsibility.

Again, Southern Baptists must recognize and practice the principle 
of unity in diversity. The unity within the faith of Southern Baptists 
is a modern theological miracle. With no creed to bind them yet 
they have remained remarkably one in their basic body of beliefs. 
This has been due largely to two things: their restricted geographical 
location and their insistence upon the New Testament as their final 
rule of faith and practice.

It is natural, however, that their principle of the priesthood of 
believers would also result in varying differences in interpretation. The 
marvel is not that these differences are so many but so few. For 
the most part they have been sectional, although this is not always 
true. An analysis shows that there are also decided differences within 
given sections of the Convention’s territory. When the Southern 
Baptist Convention extended beyond its traditional boundaries to be
come truly a national convention, its constituents encountered many 
different modes of theological thought. This has served to enlarge 
the field of differences.

Is there such a thing as “the Baptist belief?” For the past year 
it has been my privilege to write upon request a little column which 
we have chosen to call “Baptist Beliefs.” Some time ago one of our 
editors received a letter asking if this was ’’the Baptist belief.” The 
editor wisely replied that it was not. Even though written by the 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention, it was but one Bap
tist’s effort to state what he believed. And though this statement of 
the subjects treated probably approximated what is believed about 
them by most Southern Baptists, it was not intended to be a state
ment of “The Baptist belief.”

When one speaks of “Baptist doctrine” he is usually understood. 
There are Baptist Confessions of Faith. Southern Baptist seminaries 
have their Abstracts of Principles. The Convention itself adopted a 
statement of “The Baptist Faith and Message.” But none of these is 
a creedal statement binding upon all Southern Baptists. They still 
hold to the priesthood of believers which extends to every Baptist 
both the privilege and responsibility of interpreting the Scriptures 
for himself.

What, then, is the cohesive force which holds Southern Baptists 
together doctrinally? It is their time honored principle of unity in 
diversity. This does not mean doctrinal indifference nor a theological 
hodge-podge. It means that each Southern Baptist extends Christian 
charity to those with whom he differs. It means that he recognizes 
the integrity of those with whom he honestly disagrees. By this 
principle Southern Baptists have been agreeable in their disagreements. 
They have resolved their differences in the greater unity of purpose as 
stated in their Constitution of “eliciting, combining and directing the 
energies of the whole denomination in one sacred effort, for the 
propagation of the Gospel.” It is thus that Southern Baptists have 
and will continue to preserve their unity and strength.

It should be remembered, however, that this principle of unity in 
diversity impose upon every Southern Baptist a sacred trust. The 
emphasis should be placed upon “unity,” not “diversity.” Liberty is 
no excuse for license. The greater body of Southern Baptists have 
always been a conservative people not given to extreme positions in 
theology either on one side or on the other. They have been, so to 
speak, a middle-of-the-road people. At given times the theological 
road has turned either to the right or to the left. But Southern Bap
tists have remained in the middle of the road. No Southern Baptist 
is justified in disturbing the fellowship by seeing how near to the 
edge of the pavement on either side he can come and still remain on 
the road. A common road sign is applicable here. “Danger! Soft 
Shoulders!” Nor should Southern Baptists seek to widen the middle 
beyond reasonable proportions. If they get out of their lane they 
may have a headon collision with strange theological traffic headed 
in the other direction.
■ In their differences Southern Baptists must heed the injunction of 
the apostle Paul to speak “the truth in love” (Eph 4:15). But they 
must speak the truth as God gives them to see it. For Paul also en
joins, “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him 

be anathema” (Gal. 1:8). But before they apply their anathemas let 
them heed the words of the author of Hebrews. “Wherefore lift up 
the hands that hang down, and the feeble knees; and make straight 
paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; 
but let it rather be healed” (12:12-13).

Still further, Southern Baptists must place a greater emphasis upon 
teaching and training its constituency. Defend the faith they must. 
But defense is not enough. For in the last analysis each Southern 
Baptist determines his personal faith for himself.

Obviously this emphasis imposes a great responsibility upon each 
church and pastor. By its very polity the denomination must wait 
upon the churches. And the churches look to their pastors for leader
ship.

The pastor has not discharged his responsibility merely by becoming 
a defender of the faith. The shepherd must not only defend but feed 
his sheep. He should guard them from predatory animals. But he 
may gather them in the fold and stand guard over them only to find 
that they have perished from starvation.

This can happen to spiritual sheep as well. In every theological 
crisis which has swept through the ranks of Southern Baptists, many 
were carried away because they “believed the Bible,” but knew little 
about what the Bible taught. Doctrinal conviction and understanding 
among the rank and file of present-day Southern Baptists leave much 
to be desired.

Southern Baptists do not live in a theological vacuum. Through 
the mass media of radio, television, and the printing press, to say 
nothing about daily personal contacts, they are exposed to varied 
theological positions. The pastor cannot be everywhere at the same 
time to stand guard over them. The only reasonable procedure is 
so to teach them that they may read and discern for themselves, and 
not be carried about by every wind of doctrine. This can be done 
by utilizing the various media of teaching and training provided by 
the denomination through the churches. The greatest need in South
ern Baptist pulpits is a wave of expository preaching. When the sheep 
look up they should be fed.

Furthermore, Southern Baptists look to their colleges and semi
naries to play a major role in meeting this crisis of our age. From 
time to time concern is manifested in this regard. Like any other 
Southern Baptist or state Baptist institution their schools are not 
above criticism. Nor should they be discouraged by it. They should 
fear more if they were ignored. This concern indicates that Southern 
Baptists realize the vital role of these educational institutions in the 
life of the denomination. They have seen the departure of many de
nominations from their historic faith begin in their colleges and 
seminaries. They have a right to be concerned.

But this concern should be expressed in love, not vindictiveness. To 
.do otherwise only serves to defeat a well intended purpose as it creates 
a-gulf between the churches and their schools. Nor should a particu
lar problem be generalized so as to throw a blanket of suspicion about 
the entire educational family.

The schools themselves are not without concern when problems 
arise. During the past year it has been my privilege, in response to 
invitations from the presidents, to meet with the faculties of all of 
our seminaries. In respective cases we have spent from two and one 
half to four and one half hours discussing their problems. I have 
found them to be concerned deeply about their relation to the de
nomination and the internal matters which affect them.-

Out of these discussions have come four convictions. First, this 
generation of seminary professors is equal in fact or in potential to 
any in Southern Baptist history. Second, these men and women are 
aware of their responsibility and the trust placed in them by their 
denomination. But they hunger for understanding and help by the 
denomination as they discharge this responsibility. Third, they re
spond favorably to any interest shown in their problems. Without 
exception they have expressed appreciation that the president of the 
Convention would take time out of a busy schedule to consider with 
them their problems. Fourth, these people are worthy of our trust 
and understanding. The vast majority of them, largely unnoticed by 
the denomination, are teaching and training their students in a way 
to gladden the heart of every Southern Baptist. I am not unaware of 
those areas in which problems have arisen or could arise. But these 
should be dealt with in particular, not in mass.

Ilie ratio of such problems is no greater now than in past years. 
When I entered the seminary thirty years ago Southern Baptists 
had two seminaries and one Bible Institute whose combined faculties 
would scarcely exceed that of one of our larger seminaries now. 
Now they maintain six full-fledged seminaries whose faculty mem
bers exceed many times those of former years. Southern Baptists 
had problems thirty years ago. They have them now. So long as 
God chooses to work through human personality they shall con
tinue to have problems. But they are an evidence of life, not death. 
Southern Baptists should deal with them in such fashion as to make 
them the occasion of growth, not dearth and death.

Three affirmations I would make. These are not the affirmations 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Nor are they those of its 
president speaking ex cathedra. They are the affirmations of one
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Southern Baptist as he views the current theological scene in our 
denomination.

First, Southern Baptists have a basic philosophy of theological 
education. It is not to teach theology for theology’s sake. Rather 
it is to teach, train, and equip men and women for the purpose of 
providing a Bible-centered and informed leadership for Southern 
Baptist churches and institutions. Any program of theological edu
cation which proposes to do otherwise is to depart from the pur
pose of those who established and continue to maintain their semi
naries.

This does not mean that they expect their seminaries to ignore 
current trends in theological thought. Theological thought is never 
static. Any graduate of Southern Baptist seminaries should be 
thoroughly at home in this atmosphere. But he should be so 
grounded in the historical and grammatical elements of the Bible, 
and so orientated in the current theological scene, as to be able 
to separate the wheat from the chaff as he shepherds his flock.

Such a result involves not only the contents of instruction but 
the method of instruction. Someone has described some of the 
current methods of teaching as the “shock” method designed to 
produce thought. This method may be used beneficially in the
ological education as in psychological therapy. But it should ever 
be remembered that the difference between shock therapy and an 
electrocution is the skill of the technician and the amount of 
electricity applied.

Second, Southern Baptists expect the administrations, trustees, 
and faculties of their seminaries to insure that this underlying 
philosophy of theological education is brought to a full fruition 
in the products thereof. They are the repositories of a sacred trust 
which must be carried out.

The original framers of the Constitution of the Southern Baptist 
Convention wisely provided that the Convention shall not violate 
the charters of its institutions. This provision places a heavier re
sponsibility upon the elected personnel of these institutions. The 
problems which invariably will arise should be dealt with by them 
cooperatively, courageously, patiently, prayerfully, and realistically.

The position of a trustee of a theological seminary is most vital. 
If ever one should be as wise as a serpent, as harmless as a dove, 
and as courageous as a lion, he should. He is a steward of eternal 
verities. He is the link between the denomination and its centers 
of theological training. Often there swirl about him conflicting 
streams of thought. And out of these swirling eddies he must help 
to chart the course of the ship which bears precious cargo indeed. 
He is deserving of the prayers of his denomination which he en
deavors to serve.

One of the most vital functions of his office is to help to 
preserve within the teaching process the delicate balance between 
academic freedom and academic responsibility. And in this he must 
have the full cooperation of the administration and the faculty.

Southern Baptists, on the one hand, should never deny to their 
seminaries the right of academic freedom. To do so would be to 
stifle the very genius of theological investigation and interpretation. 
On the other hand, they should never cease to require academic 
responsibility. Responsibility without freedom or freedom without 
responsibility is a misnomer. There cannot be the one without the 
other. God made man free, but He also made him responsible. 
Indeed, for freedom to serve its purpose it must be balanced by 
responsibility. A river flowing within its banks is free to carry the 
cargoes of commerce or to turn mighty turbines. But once it spreads 
beyond its banks it becomes a destructive deluge. In violating its 
responsibility it destroys its freedom.

Theological thought is like that. Southern Baptists grant to their 
theologians freedom of investigation and thought. Indeed, they 
expect them to think ahead of them. But they expect them to 
think down the road by which they may follow, not in the by-paths 
which lead to theological confusion. They ask only that they not 
get so far ahead that they cannot follow, nor speak in terms that 
they do not understand.

Southern Baptist seminaries must enjoy the confidence of their 
people if they are to serve them. To lose it would be to fail in 
their purpose. If Southern Baptists are to continue to blow the 
trumpet of God with a certain sound, it must be heard most loudly 
and clearly in their seminaries. For if not, who shall prepare to 
the battle?

Third, for Southern Baptists to fulfil their purpose they must 
retain their theological distinctiveness. Southern Baptists have en
joyed the blessings of God. But prosperity has its perils. One of 
their greatest perils at the moment is the growing desire to fit in 
rather than to stand out. There is something about frugal fare that 
strengthens. Luxury, on the other hand, tends to enervate.

Israel, flushed with the thrill of a God-given destiny, said, “All 
that the Lord hath spoken we will do” (Ex. 19:8). But settled in 
the land of milk and honey they demanded of God’s leader, Samuel, 
“Nay; but we will have a king over us; that we also may be like 
all the nations. . . (I Sam. 8:19-20). God told His prophet to 
grant their request, saying, “. . . for they have not rejected thee, 
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but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them” 
(8:7). In their desire to fit in they ceased to stand out. Thus they 
took the first step that led to the hour when Jesus said to them, 
“The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matt. 21:42).

This must not happen to Southern Baptists! They must con
tinue to stand out. This is not theological snobbery but theological 
conviction!

Recently Doctor Hans Hofmann, a Harvard theologian and a 
native of Switzerland, stated that a new kind of theology is emerg
ing in the United States. He says that orthodoxy, liberalism, and 
neo-orthodoxy will be discarded when this new theology takes hold. 
This new theology, says Doctor Hofmann, will emerge at the 
grass roots level in the churches. He states further that one concern 
of this theology will be whether or not God is being revealed, 
glorified, and enjoyed.

I quote approvingly another’s comments. “If this new theology 
does develop it will be simply because present day theologians 
have abandoned the grass roots of our religious bodies and are 
spending their own time in theological discussion among them
selves and criticizing the Bible from a textual standpoint. While 
the theological world is putting great stress upon scholasticism 
and concern for the educated few, the masses making up the 
churches are overlooked. ... If liberalism and neo-orthodoxy be
come the ‘norm’ among Southern Baptists, we can see easily how 
Professor Hofmann’s predication could come true.” The same may 
be said should the “norm” be an extreme form of Fundamentalism.

The words of Doctor Hofmann may well be a challenge to 
Southern Baptists. I would summon this Convention to accept that 
challenge! This does not mean that it shall forsake theological 
education. It means that with definiteness of purpose Southern 
Baptists shall support it with renewed fervor and strength.

Someone is going to shape and guide this new theology. And 
Southern Baptists are best fitted to do so. They are a “grass roots” 
people. Their success is due largely to the response given by the 
“grass roots” to the Gospel as Southern Baptists preach it. If 
Southern Baptists forsake their conservatively, middle-of-the-road 
interpretation of the gospel, the “grass roots” will seek elsewhere for 
spiritual food and guidance. And Southern Baptists as such largely 
will have lost their reason for being.

This is not a call for retreat but for advance. It is not a plea to 
discard the intellect, but to employ it in giving to this age a theology 
which speaks to both the minds and the hearts of men. The 
“modern mind” is not without a soul. Whether a man be a Doctor 
of Philosophy or follows a plow his basic spiritual needs are the 
same. Southern Baptists cannot say that they have fulfilled their 
destiny until they have spoken to both.

In such an endeavor Southern Baptists must look to their colleges 
and seminaries for guidance. I am certain that such will be forth
coming. To do so will call for the greatest intellectual endeavor. 
It is much more demanding intellectually to blaze a new trail than 
to follow a beaten path. To create a new theological vocabulary, if 
such is needed, calls for more ingenuity than to repeat with strange 
and uncertain sounds the recently coined phraseology of other the
ological traditions. Southern Baptists’ greatest need in this regard 
is not a new vocabulary, but an understanding of the vocabulary 
which they now have. Southern Baptist theologians must employ 
every tool of investigation and research to prepare a highway of 
truth through the present-day theological wilderness.

This is not to say that Southern Baptists will forsake their tradi
tional theological position. They must rather keep pace with the 
changing scene to interpret and declare it in terms that will find a 
ready response in the hearts of all men. The last word has not 
been said regarding the revelation of God. The revelation is com
plete. But man’s understanding of it may become ever larger as 
it is unfolded to him by the Holy Spirit.

Conclusions in research must be based on the autonomy of the 
Christian religion. The Old Testament must be interpreted in the 
light of the New Testament. Jesus Christ Himself is the final 
criterion of truth. The New Testament records of His person and 
work are their own best interpreter.

Southern Baptists will do well to heed the words of the apostle 
Paul. Literally rendered he says, “Beware lest any man take you 
away as spoils of war through philosophy, even empty deceit, ac
cording to the tradition of men, according to the basic elements of 
the cosmos, and not according to Christ. For in him is continuously 
and abidingly at home all the attributes of deity, the state of being 
God in bodily form” (Col. 2:8-9, author’s translation). In short, 
Southern Baptists must judge their philosophy, and science, accord
ing to Christ, and not Christ according to philosophy and science.

Yes, this is an age of crisis. But Southern Baptists are not afraid 
of crises. They were born in a crisis. Their history reveals that 
they have passed through seven major crises. And Southern Baptists 
emerged from each stronger and more resolute than ever before. 
They have always turned a crisis into a conquest. God grant that 
they shall do so now!
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Sunday School Department

Sixteen District Sunday School Workshops

These sixteen workshops are being plan-, 
ned for all persons interested in a restudy 
of Sunday School work—church and asso- 
citional workers.

The purposes of these workshops are:
1. To review the past
2. To examine the present
3. To plan for the future
Ten conferences will be conducted in 

each workshop as follows: General, Cradle

District Host ChurchDate
1 June 25 First, Somerville
2 June 26 First, Dyersburg
3 June 28 First, Lexington
4 June 29 Highland Park, Lawrenceburg
5 July 2 First, Waverly
6 July 3 First, Clarksville
7 July 5 First, Tullahoma
8 July 6 First, Lebanon
9 July 10 First, Cookeville

10 July 9 First, Dayton
11 July 12 First, Benton
12 July 13 First, Maryville
13 July 16 First, LaFollette
14 July 17 First, Sevierville
15 July 19 First, Newport
16 July 20 Central, Johnson City

■

Woman's Missionary Union

Roll, Nursery, Beginner, Primary, Junior, 
Intermediate, Young People, Adult, and Ex
tension. These conferences will be con
ducted by workers from the State Sunday 
School Department. There will be two ses
sions—2:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. and 7:00 
P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

Make your plans to attend one of these 
workshops. Listed below are the dates and 
places where the District Workshops will be 
held.

Redeem The Time!

Looking for “top-notch” Sunday school 
teachers? Need dependable, informed mem
bers for church committees? Longing for a 
source of new recruits for active participa
tion in all parts of church life?

Come September, nominating commit
tees all over Tennessee will be seeking to en
list trained personnel to serve as leaders in 
every organization of the church. Where 
will effective workers be found? How are 
these new recruits to be trained?

Too often the same few dependable 
church members bear the entire load of re
sponsibility for carrying on the task which 
was given to all church members. Now is 
the time, before the new Sunday school year 
is upon us, to decide on the needs of each 
organization, survey the entire church roll 
and approach members on the “fringe” to 
consider a place of service.

Assure each prospective leader that ade
quate training will be provided, so that he 
will be able to carry out the responsibilities 
of his position in an effective way. Schedule 
back-yard training classes, Saturday morning 
workshops, discussion groups, weekly con
ferences, individual study, etc.

In other words, after enlisting prospective 
leaders, use time wisely. Plan now to train 
enough of the right kind of leaders to carry 
on the task of the church in reaching, teach
ing, winning, and developing people.

Don’t waste the summer. Make every 
minute count for Christ!

Enlistment For Missions
BY HELEN FLING

This book, the fourth in the WMU Aims 
Series, undergirds the Jubilee goal for 
1962—church extension—even as it em
phasizes enlistment of women in Woman’s 
Missionary Union. In five chapters the 
author stresses the need of enlistment of new 
members in the organizations and the en
listment of all members in the full program 
of WMU.

The first chapter is devoted to a discus
sion of woman in the world of today, with 
its time-saving devices, luxury items, and 
scientific developments. All of these changes 
create problems not known in the world of 
1888 when WMU was organized. Yet 
women still need to be enlisted in WMU, 
and methods must be adapted to changing 
times.

Next, woman in Bible times is presented, 
with emphasis on her participation in king
dom service and Christ’s approval of her 
work. Following that, in a logical progres

sive manner, the author relates the Christian 
woman’s blessings and responsibility in wit
nessing, the various methods of enlistment, 
and testimonies from many women in 
Woman’s Missionary Union today, about 
ways of enlistment.

This is more than a methods book. It is 
an inspiring book that will challenge both 
the enlisted and unenlisted woman. It is 
well written, with pointed illustrations, scat
tered bits of humor, smooth transitions, and 
practical suggestions.

■ The author, a pastor’s wife, knows the 
WMU organization from every angle. She 
has participated actively in WMU in her 
own church and in all areas beyond that— 
Association, State, and Convention. She is 
now recording secretary for Woman’s Mis
sionary Union, SBC.

The book is recommended for circle study 
by WMS members in July, August and 
September, 1962.
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T E NNESSEEglW IOS;
James W. Hackney, 35, pastor of First 

Church, Rolla, Mo., the past five years has 
been elected to head the Missouri Conven
tion’s Department of Evangelism. He will 
assume his duties July 1. Hackney is a 
Union University alumnus.

Miss Mary Lucile Saunders, missionary 
now on furlough from the Philippines, may 
be addressed, c/o J. F. Mathis, Twin City, 
Ga., until the end of June. Then she will 
go to Nashville, Tenn., to study at George 
Peabody College for Teachers during the 
summer and fall sessions. Her Nashville 
address will be Graduate Hall, Peabody Col
lege. Miss Saunders was born in Battle 
Creek, Mich., but grew up in China, where 
her parents were missionaries.

L. W. Carlin of McCracken County, Ky. 
whose service at Bellview Church has been 
continuous since 1928 except for 4^ years 
spent in pastorates in Tennessee has only 
missed one Sunday service because of ill
ness. He is in his 41st year in the ministry. 
Carlin was reared in West Tennessee and 
was ordained by Ruthville Church, Weakley 
County Association.

Tommy Blew, who has served as minister 
of music at First Church, Humboldt, for 
15 months has resigned and plans to enter 
Southern Seminary. He was married to 
Miss Eleanor Coker at Union Avenue 
Church, Memphis, June 9.

Chester C. Millsaps, pastor of South 
Madisonville Church, Madisonville, was 
honored with a birthday party-program on 
May 25 at the church. David C. Duckett 
was master of ceremonies and had charge 
of “This is Your Life Chester Clinton Mill
saps” program which was presented. Mill
saps received several nice and useful gifts 
along with a generous cash gift given by 
the church. This will be used toward a va
cation for Mr. and Mrs. Millsaps in Florida.

Ronnie Brown graduated from Univer
sity of Tennessee June 3 and that same eve
ning was ordained to the ministry at Calvary 
Church, Knoxville. Brown, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Glen Brown of Nashville, is past pre
sident of Baptist Student Union at UT, and 
served one year as minister of activities at 
Calvary Church. Last summer he was a 
summer missionary to Jamaica. Brown 
plans to enroll at Southern Seminary this 
fall.

Turner Retires As Pastor 
Of First Church, Paris
O. E. Turner announced his retirement 

from the pastorate of First Church, Paris, 
Sunday, May 27, to become effective August 
31, after nearly 17 years as pastor of the 
church.

Turner said that he expects to keep busy 
doing supply work for many churches 
where his services may be needed.

Before going to Paris he was associate 
pastor of First Church, Knoxville, for 16 
years and was pastor in Cynthiana, Ky., for 
seven years. When he leaves Paris he will 
have spent his entire ministerial career of 
40 years in three pastorates.

Turner has served on the Foreign Mission 
Board and Southern Baptist Foundation. He 
was elected first vice president of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention in 1946. In 
addition he has served as president of the 
TBC Education Commission, as a member 
of the Executive Board of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention for 15 years, and was 
a member of its Survey Committee.

The Paris church has had 1,351 additions 
and total gifts to all causes have increased 
from $20,871 to $79,232. Last year the 
church received an award for leading all 
other churches in the state in per capita 
gifts to the Cooperative Program, and for 
the highest percentage of total gifts to the 
Cooperative Program.
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Regional Training Union 
Convention Program

Afternoon Session
1:30 Registration
2:00 Song Service
2:15 Devotional
2:30 Conferences:

General Officers
Adults
Young People and Counselors 
Intermediate Leaders
Junior Leaders
Intermediates
Juniors
Nursery-Beginner-Primary Leaders
Nursery-Beginner-Primary Boys and 

Girls
4:00 Song Service
4:10 Junior Feature
4:30 Spotlighting Nursery-Beginner-Pri

mary Work
Announcements and appointment of 

committees
Evening Session

7:00 Song Service
7:10 Devotional Thought
7:20 Sword Drill
8:00 Music Meditation
8:05 Speakers’Tournament.

Report of committees and election of 
Officers

Report of Sword Drill and Speakers’ 
Tournament Judges

Adjourn
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Joseph A. Norvell, principal and basket
ball coach at Kenton High School for the 
past eight years, died May 23. He was 62. 
Norvell was a deacon in First Church, Ken
ton, and taught a men’s Sunday school class.

LaVergne Church, Concord Association, 
has changed its name to First Church. A 
new building on a new location is now under 
construction. It is scheduled for occupancy 
by August. David Cavanaugh is pastor.

A new educational unit is under con
struction at Republican Grove Church near 
Murfreesboro. James Pollard is pastor.

Mrs. Clara (Da) Walmsley of the Raleigh 
community in Shelby County died May 31. 
She had been a devoted member of Bellevue 
Church since 1918. Her husband was a 
deacon there many years. Born in Paris, 
Tenn., she was the widow of Alcee W. 
Walmsley who, before his death 20 years 
ago, was house superintendent of Baptist 
Hospital 30 years.

According to Religious News Service, Dr. 
H. H. Stembridge, Jr., has resigned as pastor 
of First Church, Lynchburg, Va., because 
of what he described as “pressure” exerted 
on him for favoring desegregation of the 
congregation. Dr. Stembridge who has ser
ved the Lynchburg Church since 1956 is 
a former pastor of First Church, Paris, 
Tenn. He served nine years at Forest City, 
N. C. before going to Lynchburg.

FAYETTEVILLE—Deed for church property which wos owned by Elk Cotton Mill 
Company was presented by Ernest Rees, Jr., (right) manager of the mill, to Pastor D. D. 
Smothers of First Church who accepted the property as a gift to the church. The 
church has extended an "arm" to be known as Elks Chapel. Looking on the transaction 
are State Secretary of Missions for Tennessee Leslie Baumgartner and Missionary for 
William Carey Association Boyd LeCroy, committee members from First Church and 
members of the mission.

Elizabeth Street Church, Big Emory As
sociation, held a revival April 22-May 6 
with Homer McElyea, pastor of University 
Church, Atlanta, as the evangelist. John 
Knisley, Wartburg, led the singing. There 
were three additions by profession of faith, 
one by letter and seven rededications. Leon 
McElyea is pastor.

John Hornsby who has served as pastor of 
Branam Hill Mission since September, 1959, 
has resigned and plans to enter Southern 
Seminary in the fall. Branam Hill is a mis
sion of First Church, Jellico.

Immanuel Church, Lawrenceburg, com
pleted a week’s revival in which there were 
12 additions to the church, nine by letter 
and three by baptism. Noel Edwards, pastor, 
brought the messages and Rupert Cravens 
directed the singing.

Russell Bradley Jones, professor emeritus 
of Bible at Carson-Newman College, will 
return to the campus June 25 for the East 
Tennessee Preachers’ School. He will teach 
Bible geography.

Charles H. Kelley, 53, pastor of Yellow 
Creek Church in Tennessee Valley Associa
tion, died May 24 at Rhea County Hospital, 
Dayton. “Brother Kelley was one of our 
most progressive pastors and was greatly 
beloved by his people. yVe shall miss him 
greatly,” states C. S. Little, missionary 
for Tennessee Valley Association.

W. R. McLin Accepts 
Lookout Mountain Call

William R. McLin, who has been pastor 
of First Church, Sumter, S. C. for the past 
decade, has accepted the pastorate of Look
out Mountain.

The church has been without a pastor 
since August 30, 1961, when Jack Kennedy 
left to teach at Belmont College, Nashville.

McLin is a graduate of Southwestern 
Seminary and received his D.D. degree 
from Furman University, Greenville, S. C. 
He has an LL.D, from Atlanta Law School.

The church has purchased a new brick 
pastorium at Lula Lake and Massey Roads 
where Dr. and Mrs. McLin and their son, 
Billy, 16, will live. They have a married 
daughter living in South Carolina.

Rev. and Mrs. James P. Gilbert, have 
returned to the states for furlough after 
their first term of service in Ecuador. They 
plan to study at New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary and may be addressed at 
the seminary, 3839 Gentilly Blvd., New 
Orleans 26, La. He is a native of Marion 
County, Miss.; she is the former Dorothy 
Smith, native of Memphis.

Billy Nimmons is the new minister of 
music and education at Longview Heights 
Church, Memphis. He is a graduate of 
Baylor University and received the Master 
of Religious Education degree from South
western Seminary in 1960. Before coming to 
Memphis he served as minister of education 
at Immanuel Church Pine Bluff, Ark. Nim
mons is married and has two children.

Naymond Keathley is serving as part- 
time youth director for Temple Church, 
Memphis, this summer. He received his 
B.A. degree recently from Baylor University. 
Naymond will enter Southern Seminary this 
fall.

Carson-Newman College conferred the 
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science upon 
Harry D. McNeeley of Kingsport on May 
25. McNeeley is a deacon and chairman of 
pulpit committee of First church Kingsport.

Howard T. Rich, pastor of Unaka Avenue 
Church, Johnson City, since June 1, 1952, 
and moderator of Holston Association since 
last October, has accepted the pastorate of 
Huber Heights Church, Dayton, Ohio, ef
fective June 1. Huber Heights, a suburb of 
Dayton is a new community of 5,000 homes 
near the Wright Patterson AFB. Mrs. Rich 
served as counselor of Girls’ Auxiliary and 
director of GA Camp in Holston Associa
tion. Their address is 6119 Rosebury Drive, 
Dayton 24, Ohio.

Edward L. Scarbrough, a native of Harri
man, has accepted the pastorate of First 
Church, Bluff City. Mrs. Scarbrough is the 
former Mary Rutledge. They have one 
son, Michael Edward.
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Fred M. Dowell, Sr. Dies
Rev. Fred M. Dowell, Sr., died at his 

home at 1304 Fairfax Avenue, Knoxville, 
June 4 following an extended illness. He 
was 87.

He was ordained January 13, 1899 by 
Sharon Church, Knox County. During his 
ministry Dowell served as pastor of 32 
churches in Tennessee, Virginia and North 
Carolina. In 1947 he retired from the 
active pastorate of Bethel Church, Norris.

He married Miss Pearl Pellaux. She died 
in 1956.

Dowell is survived by a son, F. M. 
Dowell, Jr., secretary of Evangelism for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Nashville; 
and two daughters, Miss Ora Dowell and 
Miss Grace Dowell, who lived with their 
father.

Funeral services were held June 6 at 
Broadway Church, Knoxville, with M. K. 
Cobble and Charles S. Bond officiating.

Nashville Association—Don Madavis be
gins his work June 15 as music director 
at Grandview Church, Nashville. He has 
completed his studies at O.B.U. Brookside 
Church has called Joe Hinkle, now serving 
Cosmosdale Church in Long Run Associa
tion, Louisville, Ky. A native of Goodletts- 
ville, he is completing his work in the semi
nary this year. Calvary Church has called 
Lawrence Pewett of Fairview, N. C. as 
pastor. He will assume his new duties after 
July 15. Ed Clark has resigned as minister 
of music at First Church, Nashville, to ac
cept a similar position with Walnut Street 
Church, Louisville, Ky. Charlotte Road 
Church was constituted May 5. There 
were 83 charter members. This is the 93rd 
church in Nashville Baptist Association.

Rev. Porter Utley, 77, died June 6 in a 
Nashville hospital. A retired Baptist minis
ter, he was a member of First Church, 
Camden. Services were conducted by T. W. 
Carl.

Ewtonville Church, Dunlap, had 10 pro
fessions of faith and two rededications dur
ing the Vacation Bible school. G. W. 
Davenport is pastor.

The new pastor of Mill Creek Church, 
Nashville, is Raymond Blair. A son of Mr. 
and Mrs. L. D. Blair, Nashville, he returns 
to Nashville from West End Church, Fay
etteville, where he has been serving as pas
tor. Blair is a graduate of Belmont College 
and is married to the former Frances Boner 
of Nashville. They have two daughters.

PULPIT FURNITURE
No. 6001 shown, height 45 In.; 
depth 20 in.; width 42 in.
$60.00 F.O.B. Morristown. 
Also complete line of church 
pews.

RUGEL MFG. COMPANY
MORRISTOWN TEMEMEE

Mrs. Linda Gail Jones Branch and Phyllis 
Donna Hipsher were seriously injured June 
1 in a headon crash of the car in which 
they were riding and a freight truck in 
Knoxville. Mrs. Branch was to have joined 
her husband, Rev. Maurice Branch, in Bris
tol. Following graduation at Harrison- 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy he had become 
pastor of a church in Bristol. Three-year 
old Phyllis Donna Hipsher, is the daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Howell Hipsher of Har
rison-Chilhowee Academy.

Mrs. Mary Cate Jones is the first woman 
magistrate in Jefferson County. She is an 
active member of Pleasant Grove, Piney 
Church.

During the year Jerry A. Songer has been 
pastor of First Church Huntland, there have 
been 35 additions to the church and Donald 
Schultz was ordained to the ministry. He is 
the first in the church’s 42-year history to 
surrender to the ministry.

Rev. and Mrs. Douglas C. Cather, are 
returning to Ghana after furlough in the 
states and may be addressed, Baptist Mis
sion, Box 78, Tamale, Ghana, West Africa. 
He was born in Roanoke, Va., but grew 
up in Bristol, Tenn.; she is the former Sarah 
Bragg, of Lebanon.

This is neither an offer to buy or sell these securities. That offer is made 
through the prospectus.

SIX (6%) PER CENT INTEREST
Invest In Baptist Growth In Tennessee

First Mortgage, Serial, Sinking Fund Bonds 
Interest Paid Semi-annually

Denominations $100.00, $250.00, $500.00, $1,000
Maturities

Every Six Months from 1 Year to 13/2 Years
We also feature these specialized services at no cost to you

Trust Accounts with your option of income or reinvestment
* Assistance in Estate Planning
★ Investment Research and Counsel
★ 6% Return on Your Church Building Fund

For Information and Prospectus Write

Guaranty Bond and Securities Corporation
ED, BROOKS AND JERE HUEY, DIRECTORS

Suite 117, 1717 West led Neshville 3, Teenessee

Our bonds are not ordinary church bonds. If your banker is not fam 
iliar with them already, ask that he write to us for information

POAU Rally In
Nashville June 22

L. R. Wilson of Dallas, Texas, will be 
the principal speaker at the Nashville Chap
ter of Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State 
Rally, scheduled to be held at the War 
Memorial Building at 8 p.m., Friday, June 
22, J. Harold Stephens, president, has an
nounced.

Wilson, educator, author, Church of 
Christ minister and lecturer, has served as 
editor of Voice of Freedom, published in 
Nashville, since 1956.

Stephens will preside at the rally, and 
the speaker will be introduced by Foy 
Valentine, executive secretary, Christian 
Life Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Following Wilson’s address, pleas will be 
made for enlistment of new members, and 
a united effort to make the chapter’s pro
gram more dynamic in its objectives, by 
Carroll Ellis, head of department of speech 
at David Lipscomb College.

Victor Nelson Varner, minister of educa
tion, Central Avenue Church, Memphis, is 
Texas Baptists’ new associate in charge of 
Associational and District Sunday School 
Promotion.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 17, 1962

-THE PRAISE OF THE REDEEMED-
By Oscar Lee Rives

TEXTS: Revelation 5; 7:9-17; 11:15-19 (Larg
er)—Revelation 7:9-17 (Printed).

The imprisoned John while in the Isle of 
Patmos was permitted to see by the eye 
of faith the glories of Heaven. The world 
owes much to those who wrote while shut 
up in prison. One thinks, for instance, of 
John Bunyan who penned “Pilgrim’s Pro
gress’' while imprisoned in an English jail 
becaused he dared to preach the Gospel 
against the orders of the authorities. This 
great work is thought by some to have 
wielded an influence compared to that 
wielded by the Bible itself. And this is not 
strange when it is recalled that most of the 
story is based upon the Bible so that the 
reader is brought face to face with many 
of its great teachings. The Patmos Prisoner, 
then, was inspired to write concerning 
Heaven. As a result, the world has been en
riched ever since by what he saw and 
placed on record. We are grateful to him 
and give praise to God. The printed text 
furnishes two concepts in this regard. What 
are they?

The Innumerable Multitudes (vv. 9-12)
The scene is before the throne of God 

where stood vast throngs “which no man 
could number.’’ Here we are reminded of 
the quantitative aspect of heaven’s inhabi
tants. They have come from all peoples 
that have lived upon the earth. In their 
praise of the Lamb, who has redeemed them, 
they carry palms in their hands. Is this a

FASHIONED
METHODS WILL NOT 
avail in times like these! The old methods 
of budget promotion are inadequate for the 
needs of today. There is a world to be 
won!!

SBC Stewardship Services
127 Ninth Avenue, North, Nashville 3, Tennessee

USE FORWARD PROGRAM MATERIALS 

reference to what took place during the 
last days of Christ’s ministry in what has 
been called Palm Sunday? The multitudes 
are clothed in white as a symbol of moral 
and spiritual purity, made so by means of 
Christ’s shed blood in their behalf. There 
is but one theme of their worshipful praise: 
gratitude to Him who has made possible 
their salvation and preservation. This and 
similar Biblical passages gave men like 
Handel materials for such works as the 
“Halleluiah Chorus.” What an inspiring 
scene given to the Patmos Prisoner!

The presence of innumerable multitudes 
before the throne of God should be a source 
of encouragement for God’s people in the 
here and now. There is likely a spirit of 
pessimism to prevail if this is not always 
remembered. Who among us does not 
feel, at times, that our number is small and 
that we are sure to be defeated in the end? 
John was encouraged and his readers were 
encouraged by such a vision as described 
in these verses. Christ will be triumphant 
and His people will be triumphant to the 
extent that they follow His leadership. Our 
cause is the cause of God. At the consum
mation of things and events the praises of 
uncounted multitudes will rise before God 
and the Lamb.
The Inimitable Martyrs (vv. 13-17)

While the scene does not change, in these 
verses, the emphasis shifts to some extent. 
Here we are reminded of the qualitative 
aspect of the dwellers of heaven. While on 
the earth these persons became known as 
martyrs. To begin with, the word signified 
one who was a witness. When Jesus said 
that His followers should be witnesses, the 
Greek word used means “witnesses” (mar
tyrs). But there arose situations when to be 
a true witness to Christ involved sufferings 
and even death itself. And it is in this 
connotation that the word is suggested here. 
The fidelity and courage of such witnesses 
who were willing to suffer and die for 
Christ’s sake made them inimitable. The 
quality of their testimony was so exalted 
that they seemed to occupy a place of 
special honor before God. In view of their 
privations and sufferings that they had en-
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Too Much, Too Soon 
Abbreviates Childhood

We are so anxious to give our children 
what we ourselves did not have that we 
frequently neglect to give them what we 
did have.

The tendency to indulge young children’s 
demands for grown-up hairdo’s, nylons, 
tuxedos and evening dances has increased. 
Parents who give their children such pre
mature gifts deprive the children of their 
childhood.

If such traditional thrills as the first long 
dress and the first tux are experienced be
fore adolescence, children will turn out of 
boredom, to early sex experience, drug ad
diction, early marriage, etc.

Seek out the happy medium, if you would 
attain success in training children. Avoid 
extremes of severity and laxity, for either 
of these extremes tends to reduce the child 
to the level of an animal, rather than elevate 
him to his true standings as a creature made 
in God’s image.

Harold Cole, executive secretary of North 
Carolina Baptists’ Higher Education Coun
cil, has been named associate general sec
retary-treasurer of the General Board of the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention.

dured on earth they were now being re
warded in heaven. Gone were their hungers, 
thirsts and tears. Peace and comfort were 
theirs to enjoy forever, heightened and hal
lowed by the presence and ministry of the 
Lamb.

Let us be inspired by this example of 
the martyrs. We may not be called upon to 
die for Christ but we have already been 
called upon to live for Him. Let our 
testimony be as unwavering and as true as 
was theirs, regardless of the outcome. We 
may not be able to imitate them in all 
respects, at least in terms of courage and 
selflessness; but we can and we should point 
men to Christ. This is best done, let it be 
insisted, by the exalted quality of living day 
by day that we do. And this, too, can be 
a form of praise that we render to Him. 
The more we do it now the better it can 
be done in heaven.

Free to WRITERS
seeking a book publisher

Two illustrated brochures reveal how we 
can publish, promote and sell your book; 
tips to writers; facts and figures on how 
we published over 3000 authors. All 

•types of books wanted. Write Dept. JLR-6 
Exposition Press, 386 Park Ave. S., N.Y. 16
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A Fifteen-Stripe Flag*
By Jane Haebig

Did you ever see a flag with fifteen stripes 
and fifteen stars? Our American flag at one 
time had that number. It happened about 
160 years ago.

When our country first decided to be free, 
everyone wanted a flag. They wanted a 
flag that would stand for the newly formed 
thirteen states. A flag would help people 
be brave and courageous. A flag would help 
them endure the sacrifices necessary to build 
a strong new nation.

Many different kinds of flags had been 
used during the Revolutionary War. Now 
that the war was over, the officials were 
looking for a symbol of that freedom.

The flag they chose had thirteen stars in 
a field of blue. It had thirteen stripes, seven 
red and six white. These thirteen stars and 
stripes stood for the thirteen states.

We are not sure why the leaders at that 
time chose the colors red, white, and blue. 
Later someone gave these reasons: Red • 
stands for hardiness and courage. White is 
a symbol of purity and innocence. Blue 
represents perseverance and justice.

Time went on. Two new states, Vermont 
and Kentucky, were added to the Union. 
To give them an equal place on the flag, 
two stars and two stripes were added. This 
was when the fifteen-star and fifteen-stripe 
flag was used.

The country grew rapidly. More states 
wanted to join the United States. Each time 
a state entered the Union, a new star and a 
new stripe were added to the flag.

In 1818 Illinois was admitted to the 
Union. We now had twenty-one states. The 
people decided we should change our flag. 
They voted to keep the thirteen stripes. 
However, for each new state a star would 
be added. The stars were put in rows 
rather than in a circle as before.

Today our flag has fifty stars on a blue 
field, but we still have only thirteen stripes. 
Never again will a flag with fifteen or more 
stripes wave over our United States.

We are rightly proud of Old Glory, as 
the flag is sometimes called. We treat it 
with respect, and we salute it when it passes 
by. Songs have been written about it, and 
famous pictures have been taken of it.

The United States flag flies over the 
United States Capitol in Washington, D.C., 
day and night. No school is without a flag.

, Fire stations, post offices, and other public 
buildings often have a flag flying. On 
Memorial day and Veterans Day flags fly 
along the streets.

We, too, can fly a flag in our own yard

‘(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved)
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as we wish. Flag Day, June 14, and July 
4 are special days for doing this.

Take a good look at the next flag you 
see. Look at the thirteen red and white 
stripes. Remember the courage of the men 
and women who started our country.

Unscramble Us, Please*
By Mabel Niedermeyer McCaw

The following scrambled words are the 
names of objects or persons seen in your 
church. Give yourself a score of ten for 
each one you can decipher.

1. gnroa
2. hsreus
3. tilpup
4. hicor
5. ibelb
6. fiofnrge talpes
7. setirimn
8. ymhnokobs
9. agrectoningo

10. wesp
ANSWERS

1. organ, 2. ushers, 3. pulpit, 4. choir, 
5. Bibles, 6. offering plates, 7. minister, 
8. hymnbooks, 9. congregation, 10. pews

ROSWELL SEATING CO. 
Roswell, Georgia

Free - Estimate! and Free "Planning 

Service By Factory Trained 

Representatives.

Church Pews 
Chancel & Pulpit Furniture 

- Sunday School Equipment

The kid who used to want to be first base
man now wants to be the first spaceman.

An enterprising lad in our neighborhood 
earns spending money cuting lawns.

His father chided him because he was 
slow in getting started on Saturday morning.

“Oh, I’m waiting for them to get started,” 
he said. “I get most of my work from 
people who are halfway through.”

The couple was married last Saturday, 
thus ending a friendship which began in 
school days.

It’s no wonder monkeys can be so calm 
about space travel—they’re not taxpayers.— 
D. O. Flynn

It does a man no good to sit up and take 
notice—if we keeps on sitting.

An honest farmer was asked to dine with 
a gentleman. The farmer asked a blessing at 
the table as he was accustomed to at his 
home. The gentleman host said jeeringly, 
“That is old-fashioned; it is not customary 
now for well educated people to pray at the 
table.” The farmer answered that with it 
was customary but some of his household 
never prayed over food. “An, then,” said 
the gentleman, “they are sensible and en
lightened. Who are they?” The farmer 
answered, “They, sir are my pigs.”—Uplift, 
Stonewall Jackson Training School.

Diplomacy is the business of handling 
porcupines without disturbing the quills.— 
Citadel.

CHURCHES ARE 
OUR SPECIALTY

Finance 
Construction 

Insurance

Guaranty Bond and 
Securities Corp. 

Cumberland Industries, Inc. 

Huey & Huey, General 
Insurance

1717 West End Ave. 

Nashville 3, Tenn.
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Memphis Pastor Resigns 
To Accept College Post

Thomas R. Pope of Memphis, has ac
cepted the position as assistant to the presi
dent of Union University according to Presi
dent Warren F. Jones.

Pope presented his resignation June 4 to 
Park Avenue Church which he has pas- 
tored since 1957. His resignation is effective 
July 4.

A native of Madison County, Pope’s 
major work at Union will be in the field of 
public relations, student solicitation and 
alumni work.

Pope graduate from Union in 1938 and 
served as pastor of several churches in 
West Tennessee before going to Memphis. 
He has also served as trustee of Union, 
president of West Tennessee Pastors’ Con
ference, president of Shelby Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference, moderator for four years of 
Beulah Association while serving as pastor 
of First Church, Martin, numerous com
mittees of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. and is currently a member of the 
Board of Managers of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Home.

He received his bachelor of divinity de
gree at Southern Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
in 1947.

Mrs. Pope is the former Doris Towater 
of Jackson. The Popes have three children, 
Roland, 15; Jerry, 11; and Mary Beth, 9.

NEW BO O K S
Spiritual Sparks For His Glory by Rus

sell V. Jensen; Exposition Press; 55 pp.; 
$2.50. A volume of poetry.

Christians Confront Communism by Paul 
Geren; Convention; 149 pp.

Pacemakers of Christian Thought by 
James William McClendon; Broadman; 68 
pp.; paper; $1.00. The Distinctive Beliefs 
and Contributions of Barth, Niebuhr, Tem
ple, Carnell, Brunner, Tillich, Bultmann, 
Conner and Farrer.

The Shape of Faith by G. Hugh Wamble; 
Broadman; 88 pp.; paper; $1.00. This vol
ume is designed as an introduction to major 
American denominations.

Lo! A Star by Robert Graham; Broadman; 
28 pp.; paper; $1.00. A Christmas cantata 
for children’s voices.

OVER 127 YEARS OLD . . .
AND STILL GOING STRONG

For 127 years, the Baptist & Reflector has 
been "speaking the truth in love" to Tennes
see Baptists. It is now reaching the homes 
of 67,000 Baptist families, but needs to be 
in every Baptist home in our state. Urge 
your church to place the Baptist & Reflector 
m its budget so that all Tennessee Baptists 
will be informed Baptists.

BAPTIST & REFLECTOR 
"SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE"

Needing thorough training In Bible, homiletics, 
church administration, evangelism, Christian 
history, religious education, church music, and 
related subjects?
Wanting these only in a Southern Baptist school?

But lacking either your high school or college credits, or otherwise unable to undertake the 
regular seminary course?
If you can go the full seven-year route, you ought to.
If you cannot, you need to write us for information.

Six Weeks Summer Session

The Robert G. Lee Chape!

BAPTIST BIBLE I NSTITUTE
A three-year theological school owned and operated by 

v the Florida Baptist Convention.

If it’s fun books 

you want. . . 
BANQUETS PLUS!
by Mabel King Beeker

Here is a treasury of exciting, de
tailed plans for 34 banquets . . . 
with ideas for invitations, decorations, 
menus, and programs. Organized 
under three topics—Seasonal and 
Holiday, Promotional or Fellowship, 
and Missionary, these banquets are 
ideal for church groups and, with 
some substitution of material, for 
civic and school groups. The preface 
gives helpful hints to those persons 
involved in preparations for the oc
casion. (26b) $3.00

1306 College Drive 
Graceville, Florida

FUN PLANS FOR CHURCH RECREATION
by Agnes Durant Pylant

Complete instructions for leaders on all kinds of games for all 
occasions for all age groups. Brighten your socials with music 
games, rhythmical games, skits and stunts, races and relays, etc. 
A "must" for party planners. (26b) $2.50

CHOICE SOCIAL SERIES compiled by Agnes Durant Pylant
Here are suggestions and ideas for fun-filled socials and banquets 

for everyone. You'll use these booklets over and over as you plan 
the leisure-time activities of your group. Each book is compact, 
inexpensive, and punched to fit three-ring binders. Order by titles 
below.
Choice Socials for Adults Choice Socials for Juniors
Choice Socials for Young People Choice Banquets
Choice Socials for Intermediates, Choice Social Programs for Students
Choice Sunday Night Fellowships (26b) Each, 350

Buy with confidence . . . buy BROADMAN 

at your BAPTIST BOOK STORE
1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn. 724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.Page 16


