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Devotional

Clyde Kimble, BSU Director, 
MTSC, Murfreesboro

“And Ahab said to Elijah, hast thou 
found me, O mine enemy? And he an
swered, I have found thee, because thou 
hast sold thyself to do that which is evil 
in the sight of Jehovah.” I Kings 21:20

“Thou hast sold thyself”. What a sad 
commentary on the life of a man. This is 
the greatest peril of human freedom; the 
willingness of a man to sell himself.

What is the price of a man? The price 
for many men is expediency over dignity 
and integrity. Ahab sold out dirt cheap, 
because he sold his dignity and integrity 
for a vineyard. The pages of history are 
filled with accounts of those who sold the 
pearl of great price for the desires of the 
moment or for the sake of expediency.

What is it that would cause a man to sell 
himself? It occurs when integrity has been 
obliterated. For many people this comes 
early in life. The college freshman may sell 
out at the fraternity party in order to be 
one of the boys. The college girl may sell 
out on the back seat of a car in order to 
“get ano.her date”. For others it may come 
later in life. The politician may sell out in 
order to get votes or re-elected. The pastor 
may sell out in order to keep his pulpit. 
Almost every man has a price on his inte
grity.

With all our education today we are still 
repeating the mores of our society. How 
long can we continue to evade the border
lines, and tensions in our day?

The disturbing truth is that we have sold 
ourselves. We cannot lay the blame on any
one but ourselves. We are what we are 
because this is what we want to be.

Jeremiah said, “Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin or the leopard his spots?” Yes, he 
can, but only under the power of God. You
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. . . A Layman's Reflections on the Recent 
Convention

• As I write this, the noise is beginning to sub
side from another annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Doubtless many worthwhile 
matters were accomplished during the sessions, and 
perhaps some preachers went home with new 
fodder for sermons. But at least two things were 
not achieved, and they are matters for concern.

First, the Convention voted down the proposal 
that Southern Baptists cooperate with other Bap
tist groups in the North American Baptist Fel
lowship. It seems incongruous to me that a group 
which freely belongs and participates in the Bap
tist World Alliance cannot join a similar con
tinental organization. We would have surrend
ered no freedom nor autonomy; yet we held back 
from cooperation. Why are we fearful of meeting 
together with other Baptist groups? Are we that in
secure? Someday when we realize that we face a 
secular world, we shall perhaps seek gladly the 
advice and assistance of those who share our 
same heritage.

Second (and this is not pleasant to some ears), 
the Convention failed to adopt the admirable 
statement on civil rights drawn up and supported 
by the Christian Life Commission. Instead, we 
sapped the statement of its strength and sub
stituted a highly compromising, vapid document. 
The original resolution was by no means necessar
ily in support of pending civil rights legislation, 
and those who say so are but seeking a convenient 
dodge to the issue. To tell the churches that they 
should earnestly pray for solutions to racial pro
blems is but to state the obvious.

On the matter of race we have met the world 
on its own terms. We have demonstrated to our 
fellow Christians and to a secular world that the 
largest Protestant denomination in the U. S. re
fuses to rise above the pettiness of the world. It 
is a sad commentary on all Christendom that leg
islation should be necessary in order to grant the 
Negro full citizenship, and Southern Baptists have 
done little to meet the injustice and intolerance 
of our society.

What, must God think of all of this? Might He 
not also regret that we remained meek and timid 
when we should have been unequivocal and strong. 
All too many cry that they have found truth; but 
has the truth made them free? Have we been freed 
by God’s liberating truth?—freed from deep-seated 
prejudice toward our fellow man. Do we now 
love justice more than inequality? Has God’s 
transforming love changed our hearts and freed 
them of selfishness and pride and fear? Do we now 
love our neighbor as ourselves? Are we willing to 
treat him so? We must answer these questions 
honestly.—David M. Bergeron, 1805 20th Ave. S. 
Nashville, Tenn.

. . . Bible and Science

• Many people reject the Bible on the 
assumption that it is an unscientific book.

It is true, of course, that the Bible is not 
a textbook on the physical sciences; but 
in the instances in which matters of 

see the road back of it all is the rebirth 
experience; an experience that should not 
have been temporary and static, but one 
which should have been continuous and 
ultimate.

There will be no selling out with sincere 
encounter and commitment.

-----------------------------------------------------------

On Our Cover
SBC ELECTS OFFICERS. The Conven

tion elected Wayne Dehoney of Jackson, 
Tenn., its new president when K. 0. 
White of Houston did not allow his 
name to be presented for a second term. 
To serve with Dehoney as first vice pres
ident is Roy Gresham of Baltimore, and 
as second vice president is Actor Gre
gory Walcott of Hollywood.

science are incidentally mentioned, the 
statements are accurate.

Gen. 1:3, 4 declares that light existed be
fore the creation of the sun. Infidels for 
many years made great sport of this pas
sage; but now scientists are universally 
agreed that the sun is not the only source 
of light.

The fact that the earth is round was re
jected by most scientists until the 16th 
century A. D.; but 700 years before the 
birth of Christ, Isaiah referred to “the 
circle of the earth.” (Isa. 40:22; see also 
Prov. 8:27.)

Job referred to the fact that the earth 
is poised in space (Job 26:7) many hun
dreds of years before Copernicus discovered 
in 1530 that it is in reality hanging “upon 
nothing.”

Truly, “We cannot account for this ad
vance information in any other way than 
that the writers were not speaking from 
their own knowledge, but were giving a re-,. 
velation from God.”—G. F. Raines, Minot;
Hill Tenn
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Are Baptists Protestants?
By Dr. W. Morgan Patterson

This question was recently raised by the 
Arkansas Democrat newspaper of Little 
Rock, Ark. The result was a decided differ
ence of opinion among Baptists. Essentially, 
two points of view emerged. There were 
those who rejected the Protestant label and 
emphasized the separateness of Baptists 
stretching all the way back to the first cen
tury. Secondly, there were those who rec
ognized the influence of the Reformation on 
early Baptist development.

The question itself has been raised often 
in the last one hundred years as a result of 
the exclusiveness of the Landmark move
ment, founded in the 1850’s by J. R. Graves. 
The issue really centers upon two things: 
(1) What is meant by the word “Protes
tant”, and (2) one’s view of Baptist history.

The term “Protestant” has a variety of 
meanings and applications. Its earliest use 
was by a group of German nobles who op
posed the Catholic majority at the Diet of 
Speier in 1529. In reaction to certain Cath
olic threats, the Lutheran minority drafted 
a statement of “protest” and thus became 
“protesters” or Protestants”. Its first use, 
therefore, was in a civil context.

Secondly, there is a real sense in which 
the word might be restricted to the Luther
ans. It was the sympathizers of Martin Luth
er who in the sixteenth century became the 
first Protestants. But words often undergo 
a change of meaning with the passing of 
years, and this is true of the word “Protes
tant”. It has come to designate those many 
groups and individuals who withdrew from 
the Roman Catholic Church in the period of 
the Reformation. In effect they protested 
against what they felt to be the corruption, 
superstition, and doctrinal distortions as
sociated with the Roman Church. These 
protesters were the followers of Calvin, 
Knox, Zwingli, and others, as well as of 
Luther.

There is another sense in which the histo
rian uses the term “Protestant”. As he stud
ies the development of Christianity in west
ern Europe and in this hemisphere, he dis
cerns two major traditions: Catholic and 
Protestant. This is a convenient way to dis
tinguish in general terms the two significant 
segments of Christianity. Within this di
vision it is obvious where Baptists belong.

One well-known church historian speaks 
of the basic characteristics of Protestantism 
as “the acceptance of the Bible as the only 
source of revealed truth, the doctrine of 
justification by faith only, and the universal 
priesthood of all believers.”1 To all of these, 
Baptists wholeheartedly subscribe. Robert G. 
Torbet, author of A History of the Baptists

Dr. Patterson is Associate Professor of 
Church History, Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

(rev., 1963), is typical of the many Baptist 
historians who place Baptists squarely in the 
Protestant tradition because of the heavy 
influence of the Reformation on them.

Interestingly enough, despite the vigorous 
protests of some Baptists against being call
ed Protestants, it is nonetheless true that 
hisorically Baptists have always protested 
what they regarded to be the excesses and 
errors of the Roman Catholic Church. If 
Protestants are characterized by protest, 
Baptists are the first to qualify.

The point is that Baptists are theological 
Protestants, but not historical Protestants. 
That is, Baptists hold to the basic views of 
Protestantism, but they are not historically 
descended from the sixteenth century Re
formers. This leads then to the second con
sideration: one’s view of Baptist history.

When and under what circumstances did 
Baptists originate? Most Baptists who scorn 
the designation of Protestant believe that 
Baptists can trace themselves in an unbroken 
line back to the first century. Using the 
many dissenting groups of Christian history, 
certain Baptist historians have worked out 
a Baptist genealogy. Church history has been 
ransacked to produce such groups as the 
Novatians, Donatists, Paulicians, Waldenses, 
Albigenses, and numerous others who osten
sibly hold one or two things in common 
with modern Baptists. These sects supposed
ly appear in chain-like fashion and allegedly 
were the Baptists of other days. It is be
lieved that an uninterrupted succession of 
Baptists is thereby guaranteed.

However, the fact is that knowledgeable 
and competent Baptist historians of today 
reject such a view as without historical 
foundation. Furthermore, it is little more 
than a Baptist adaptation of “apostolic suc
cession”. Both the principle and the results 
of the two views are the same.

Research into Baptist beginnings shows 
that Baptists as a self-conscious and self- 
perpetuating denomination appeared in Eng
land in the seventeenth century. In this set
ting they emerged as a second generation 
of Protestantism with their roots deep in 
two English religious movements: Puritan
ism (those seeking to purify the Church of 
England of certain objectionable features); 
and Separatism (those who separated them
selves from the Church of England because 
they believed it either would not or could 
not be reformed). Among these people Bap
tists have their organizational beginnings.

For many Baptists this view raises a seri
ous question about the authority and validi
ty of Baptist churches. Yet, it should be 
noted frankly that the authority and validity 
of a church are in no way dependent on any 
alleged line of external succession main
tained through the centuries. Church author
ity comes from the living Christ Himself.

A little girl repeating the 23rd Psalm, said 
it this way: “The Lord is my Shepherd, 
that’s all I want.—In A Nutshell.

Whoever acquires knowledge but does not 
practice, is like one who ploughs a field 
but does not sow it.—Texas Outlook.

According to Colonel Vernon Walters, Presi
dent Eisenhower’s official interpreter, 
some electronic engineers invented an 
automatic translating machine into which 
they fed 1,500 words of Basic English 
and their Russian equivalent, claiming 
that it would translate instantly without 
the risk of human error. In the first test 
they asked it to translate the simple 
phrase, “Out of sight, out of mind,” Gears 
spun, lights blinked, and the machine 
typed out in Russian, “Invisible Idiot.”— 
John A. Kouwenhoven, Harper’s.

And the validity of a church is based on its 
faithful adherence to the teachings of the 
Scriptures and the determination to imple
ment the commands of Christ through a 
living witness.

One Baptist writer succinctly sw Hill arized
the matter as follows:

A church that came into existence yes
terday, in strict conformity to the New 
Testament principles of membership, 
far away from any long-existing church, 
or company of churches, and therefore 
unable to trace an outward lineal de
scent, is a true church of Christ.... 2
The primary authorization is to be found 

in t h e presence of Jesus. He said, “For 
where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them” 
(Matt. 18:20).

IF. L. Cross, ed., The Oxford Dictionary of the 
Christian Church (London: Oxford University 
Press, 1957), p. 1116.

2Henry J. Ripley, “Introduction” in Church 
Member’s Manual (1854) by William Crowell, p. 
23.
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Report Of The Message Committee
The Third Baptist Jubilee celebration proclaims to the world the following message. Prepared by a 
committee representing the seven Baptist bodies participating in the celebration at Atlantic City, 
NJ. May 22-24, 1964 the message was presented to more than twelve thousand Baptists gathered 
from the North American Continent to observe the 150th anniversary of organized Baptist work on 
the continent. Dr. H. H. Hobbs of Oklahoma City, a former president of the SBC, served as chairman
of the message committee. (EDITOR. S NOTE)

The gospel of Jesus Christ speaks to every age, including 
this one. Baptists believe that it is their responsibility to trans
late it into meaningful terms for the Twentieth Century.

Baptists have been and continue to be a people of the Bible. 
Upon its authority, and fortified by experience, we declare that 
God is the Creator of all things, and that He guides the events 
of history toward the achievement of His benevolent purpose 
for all men. In His nature God is holy and righteous love. He 
hates sin but loves the sinner. He has unveiled His redeeming 
purpose and put it into operation through the atoning work of 
Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit. He summons 
us to obedience that we should be co-workers for Him.

We confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Therefore, all men 
must stand before Him for judgment, both in this life and the 
life to come. As Baptists we confess our sins and pray for 
forgiveness for our failures to live according to God’s will for 
His children.

Every man is competent to stand before God in his own 
right without means of any human mediator. Human person
ality is sacred and of infinite worth. God created man in His 
image, and Christ died for all men. Every man therefore pos
sesses human dignity. Every man is worthy of respect and 
Christian love. Every man has the inherent right of equal op

portunity in all phases of the social order whether they be 
educational, governmental, or economic. Every system of life 
which tramples upon that dignity and degrades human person
ality must be challenged as sinful. We as Baptists rededicate 
ourselves to a ministry of reconcilation to help to produce the 
Christian felowship for which Christ died.

Man is also responsible before God. By nature and practice 
he is a sinner. But he can repent, pray, confess his sins, and 
receive God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ.

Salvation is wholly by grace through faith apart from any 
work of man. It is the gift of God wrought in the atoning death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It becomes a personal reality 
only to those who through repentance and faith in Christ are 
made new by the Holy Spirit. In the redeemed life man ack
nowledges Jesus Christ as Lord as he serves Christ for man’s 
good and God’s glory.

Man has the right to be free. Religious or soul liberty is the 
fountain-head of all freedoms. As Christian citizens we are de
dicated to the achievement of freedom for all men.

We declare that both Church and State have their respective 
places in the purpose of God. They bear mutual responsibilities, 
but neither is to invade the rights and purposes of the other. 
Wherever conflicts arise we must obey God rather than man.

Baptists declare a spiritual gospel that is relevant to modern 
man in every aspect of his life. We view social sin as the sum
total of individual sins. The problem of race is but one of many 
moral and social problems which beset our generation and call 
for a solution in keeping with the gospel of Christ.

Following the mission, the message, and the method of Jesus 
Christ we preach a gospel which changes men. Through 
changed men we strive to change society. It is our purpose to 
thrust redeemed men into society. Thereby we seek to guide 
human affairs toward the will of God.

Christian men and women should be the conscience of the 
social order. We deplore any attitude or act that degrades 
human personality and denies to any man the right to the 
blessings of God. We call upon every Christian, in the spirit of 
Christ and through methods which are consonant with the 
gospel of love to involve himself in the struggle against the 
social evils of our day.

We Baptists declare our love for all men. Because of our 
understanding of God’s truth, we maintain our own identity. 
But we extend the hand of brotherly cooperation to all who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the unity of the Spirit and in the bonds of peace, we join 
all Christians of this age in proclaiming the eternal Christ to 
a world still lost, a world for which He died.

By H. H. Hobbs
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BAPTIST BELIEFS
by Herschel H. Hobbs

Divorce and
“Is it lawful for a man to put away his 

wife for every cause?” (Matt. 19:3, author’s 
italics). This involved both divorce and re
marriage. It was a disputed question in the 
first century as it is today. The matter 
hinged upon one’s interpretation of Deut. 
24:1-2. The school of Hillel said “for every 
cause.” That of Shammai said only for the 
cause of adultery. In answer Jesus went back 
to God’s original intent for marriage. Note 
that God “made them male and female” 
(Matt. 19:4; Gen. 1:27).

An analysis of Matt. 19:5-6 reveals that 
marriage is three-fold. It is spiritual or made 
of God. It is social or bringing a new home 
into existence (19:5a; Gen. 2:24). It is 
physical, involving a union of the sexes 
(19:5b; Gen. 2:24) in holy love. Stating it 
another way marriage is spiritual, involving 
love; it is social, satisfying the legal demands 
of society; it is physical, being consummated 
in physical union or physical oneness (Matt. 
19:6a). A true marriage is formed in that 
order; spiritual, social, physical. Such a 
marriage is “what . . . God hath joined to
gether” (Matt. 19:6b).

Then Jesus answered the question. “Who
soever shall put away his wife, except it be 
for fornication, and shall marry another, 
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth 
her which is put away doth commit adul
tery” (Matt. 19:9; cf. Matt. 5:32, author’s 
italics).

Some deny the genuineness of the excep
tion clause. They say that Luke 16:18 omits 
it. But this is a different occasion from Mat
thew’s accounts. Also it is insisted that Mark 
10:11, parallel account to Matthew 19:9, 
omits it. But a comparison shows Mark re
cords a statement to the disciples after 
Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees. A. T. Robert
son notes that there is strong manuscript 
evidence to support the exception clause in 
Matthew. Why did Jesus omit it in Mark 
and Luke? Perhaps because this was the 
stricter view with no need of emphasis. Why 
did He use it in Matt. 19:9? It was in direct 
answer to the Pharisees’ question (Matt. 
19:3).

It would appear then that Jesus gives one 
cause for divorce and remarriage—fornica
tion. Why this one ground? Note the three
fold nature of marriage—spiritual, social, 
physical. A marriage is formed in that order. 
It is broken in the reverse order—physical, 
social, spiritual. So long as the physical one
ness remains God recognizes the others as 
binding. Loss of love and/or the breaking of

Remarriage
the legal contract do not dissolve a marriage 
in God’s sight. But one can be “one flesh” 
with only one person. Paul warns against be
coming one with a harlot (I Cor. 6:16). 
Fornication breaks the oneness between man 
and wife. The innocent party may either 
forgive and reestablish the physical oneness, 
or else may regard the physical union with 
the guilty party broken. In such case, follow
ing the severing of the legal contact, God 
regards the marriage as put asunder. The in
nocent party is free to remarry; the guilty 
party is not.

This teaching should serve to emphasive 
and safeguard the sanctity of marriage. But 
suppose that you are divorced and remarried 
without this one ground. What can you do? 
Confess your sins to God. Forgive one an
other, and ask for God’s forgiveness. Dedi
cate your marriage and home to God, and 
with His help make both to be all that He 
intends them to be.
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WORLD CONGRESS REGISTERS. John Soren of Rio de Jonerio, Brazil, (seated) president 
of the Baptist World Alliance, pre-registers for next year's world congress in Miami, June 
25-30. Aiding him in the process are Martha Seaton, office secretary for the BWA in 
Washington, Conrad Williard of Miami, chairman of the arrangements committee, and Bob 
Denny of Washington, staff member of the BWA.

American Baptists Elect Harnish
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.—Dr. J. Lester 

Harnish of Portland, Ore., was elected presi
dent of the American Baptist Convention 
here at the 1.5 million-member denomina
tion’s 57th annual meeting.

He succeeds Harold E. Stassen, Phila
delphia attorney and candidate for the 
Republican Presidential nomination.

The new ABC president is a native of 
Nova Scotia and has been pastor of First 
Baptist church in Portland since 1959. With 
2,100 members, it is the largest Baptist con
gregation in the Pacific Northwest.

A member of the board of the Conven
tion’s Home Mission Societies for the last 
10 years, Dr. Harnish was chairman of the 
host committee for the ABC’s annual meet
ing in Portland in 1961. He held pastorates 
in Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Detroit and Los 
Angeles before going to Portland.

The above interpretation of Jesus’ words 
goes back to God’s original intent for mar
riage. It goes far beyond the teachings of 
Moses and Hillel. It is infinitely higher than 
the widespread “for every cause” standard 
of modern society.

Some will not agree with this interpreta
tion, which is their privilege. But it is the 
writer’s understanding of Matt. 19:3-9.
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Joseph Cobb Easterly, formerly of Knox
ville, will become minister of music and 
assistant to the pastor of First Church 
Cleveland, July 20. The son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry V. Easterly of Knoxville, he 
is a graduate of Carson-Newman College 
and will graduate from Southwestern Semi
nary in July.

North Dayton Church, Dayion, Ohio, will 
observe its 20th anniversary and homecom
ing June 14. According to Pastor W. M. 
Beasley, the schedule for the day begins 
with Sunday school at 9:45 and ends with 
the evening service. Lunch will be served 
on the church grounds. Program person
alities for the day include Audley Turner, 
James Robertson, Ray E. Roberts and 
Charles D. Tabor.

Don S. Burnett resigned effective May 
31 as pastor of Peytonville Chapel, spon
sored by First Church, Old Hickory. Dur
ing the 41/2 years Burnett served as pastor 
the mission moved from an old store build
ing with 10 members to a $10,000 building 
with a present membership of 120. During 
the summer months Rev. and Mrs. Burnett, 
the former Barbara Redden, will conduct 
evangelistic meetings. They have two boys 
and live at 194 Beverly Drive, Madison, 
Tenn. 37115.

Laymen from 14 churches in Cumberland 
Co. Association were stirred by the chal
lenging messages and inspirational fellowship 
in conferences conducted by missionary Guy 
Cooke and Paul Phelps of Lenoir City. 
During the same time, conferences were also 
conducted by Pastor Joseph Nickel of First 
Church, Crossville, with boys through the 
Royal Ambassadors. According to L. C. 
Meadows of Homestead Church, Crossville, 
the renewed zeal coming out of these con
ferences has led many of the laymen in the 
association to consider future meetings with 
other emphases.
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PROVIDENCE
CHURCH PLAN, INC.

1128 Gordon St., S.W., Atlanta, Ga. 30310 
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A daughter, Ann Laura, was born to 
Rev. and Mrs. Harold Sorrells, Nashville, 
May 17. The father is pastor of Lockeland 
Church.

Mrs. L. R. Algee is the new church sec
retary at Brook Hollow Church, Nashville, 
Robert Bur', on, recent Carson-Newman 
graduate, will work with the Youth Coun
cil, Vacation Bible school faculty, and the 
projection of youth activities for the entire 
summer. He expects to enter Southeastern 
Seminary in the fall to begin his work as 
minister of religious education.

Washington Avenue Church, Stone As
sociation, Sam Brooks, pastor, voted to build 
a building for the Bangham Mission. The 
building will have eight Sunday school rooms 
and an auditorium 30x50 feet. Ground was 
broken for the building May 10. Guy Far
ris is the mission pastor.

Harold D. Smith has resigned as pastor 
of White House Church, Robertson Associa
tion to become pastor of the mission of 
First Church, Manchester. During the 21^ 
years Smith served the White House Church 
there were 114 additions, 68 by baptism 
and 46 by letter. Additional property has 
been purchased and portions of building 
renovated to provide eight additional rooms. 
The church has employed a minister of 
music and church secretary. He will begin 
his new work May 31.

T. R. Hammons, native of Hardeman Co., 
Tenn, was recently honored in a service 
signalling his 60 years in the ministry. The 
service was held at Burnt Cane Church, 
Widener, Ark., which he has served the past 
three years. Brother Hammons, 82, has 
baptized more than 9,000 during his minis
try. His first pastorate was at Hickory Val
ley in Tennessee. He has served churches at 
Jonesboro, Tyronza and Pocahontas in 
Arkansas. L. E. Coleman, Sr., of Memphis, 
Ben Rowell of Crawfordsville and Dr. W. 
H. Moreland of Tyronza shared in the mes
sages honoring Brother Hammons. He was 
presented with a plaque by Deacon Louis 
Stimpson, Sunday School superintendent of 
the Burnt Cane Church.

James C. Coates is the new director of edu
cational work in Knox County Baptist Associa
tion. He began his work May 15, coming from 
the pastorate of First Church, Middlesboro, Ky. 
Both Dr. and Mrs. Coates are natives of Ken
tucky. They have one daughter, Cheryl. They 
will make their home at 314 Elmwood Drive, 
Knoxville.

Services for Dr. L. B. Cobb of 914 Mos
by Road in Whitehaven were held May 24 
at Memphis Funeral Home. Burial was in 
Greenwood Cemetery in Fort Worth, Tex. 
A native of Crockett County, he had been 
pastor of churches in Cleveland, Mem
phis, and Kingsport, Tenn., and Shreve
port, La. He also served as executive sec
retary of stewardship for the state of 
Texas. For a number of years he had served 
as supply pastor of several Memphis 
churches. Mrs. Cobb survives.

Mrs. Gertrude A. Crenshaw, Memphis, 
died May 21. She was 93. Born and reared 
at Covington, she moved to Memphis in 
1911. She taught a Sunday school class 
more that 50 years. Mrs. Crenshaw was 
active in the Woman’s Missionary Society 
and was a former superintendent of the 
Shelby County Woman’s Missionary Society.

William Martin Hannah of Harriman, 
former Harriman mayor and a retired at
torney, died May 25. He was 85. He form
erly served as a trustee of Carson-Newman 
College. Funeral services were held May 27 
with Branson C. Wiggins officiating.

Holman J. Walker, 61 prominent South 
Pittsburg businessman and former Marion 
County road commissioner, died unex
pectedly May 21. He was a trustee of First 
Church, South Pittsburg. Funeral services 
were held May 23 at the church with Guard 
Green, former pastor of the church, officia
ting.
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Pastors Urged To Lead America To Repentance

By Orville Scott

ATLANTIC CITY—An urgent appeal 
for pastors to lead America to repentance 
and Baptists back to the fundamental prac
tices that made them the nation’s largest 
evangelical denomination pervaded the 
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference here.

Echoing and re-echoing through the two- 
day meeting were grim warnings of the dis
astrous results of declining morals and 
Christians’ lack of concern for the spiritual 
condition of others.

Perhaps nuclear scientist George Sch
weitzer best summed up the concern of most 
during the final session when he said:

“As an empirical scientist, if I am to 
make a judgment as to why we have no 
spiritual power, I would say there is no love 
within.

Schweitzer, who teaches at the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville, said he believes 
modern man can hear /the Gospel if Chris
tians will return to it.

“We failed to strike the most powerful 
blow that could be struck for racial 
equality,” he said. “We are failing to live up 
to church-state separation and to address 
ourselves to pertinent problems of the day.”

Schweitzer said Baptists are repudiating 
the very agents of their heritage that made 
them great.

“Not a single person outside our circle 
fails to see our hypocrisy but fails to see 
the good news among us.”

Schweitzer labeled the possibility of “mass 
suicide” with weapons today as “no longer 
a dream, but a potent possibility.”

Other key problems Christians must 
grapple with, he said, are a mushrooming 
world population, moral collapse, a growing 
loss of individualism and the threat of ex
tremist groups, racial inequality, disregard 
of fundamental survival techniques and an 
economy in which machines are replacing 
men.

He surmises that now a person with an 
intelligence quotient of 70 or below can 
readily be replaced by a machine and as time 
goes on the IQ level is rising.

“All of these problems have arisen from 
denial of the sacred qualities of each man,” 
the nuclear scientist said. “The source of 
remedy rests in an active living out of the 
Gospel.”

In a similar vein, a former president of 
Southern Baptist Convention warned that 
Christians will not begin to cope with prob
lems of the day until the “Lordship of 
Christ in all of life” becomes not merely a 
principle to be proclaimed, but a practice to 
be pursued.

Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, told the 
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pastors that “if our hearts and lives are 
truly surrendered to the will of the Lord in 
all of life, then the world will see, hear, 
understand and heed.”

The pastor of the world’s largest Southern 
Baptist Church warned that the “lights are 
going out in the world” and “the land is be
coming more paganized.”

W. A. Criswell, pastor of the 13,000- 
member First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
said the challenge will not be met without 
a tremendous program for Christ. He said 
the answer lies in “every preacher in every 
pulpit on fire for God.”

A television actor told the pastors that 
Jesus Christ is the only solution for the 
heartaches and conflicts of this hetero
geneous society.

“Love and respect for fellowman is an 
affair of the heart,” said Gregory Walcott, 
who is also a Southern Baptist lay evangelist. 
“Love will only come when it is poured in 
the heart by the loving Spirit of the Liv
ing God.”

Walcott warned the pastors against feed
ing people “old time Baptist cliches and 
traditions and not the claims of Christ.

“Sometimes I feel all alone in Hollywood 
with my convictions, my dreams and ambi
tions,” Walcott said. “But I have no need 
to worry or fear because I believe in the 
Christ of the Bible.”

Earlier in the meeting, a Florida pastor 
blasted the ecumenical movement.

Jess C. Moody, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Palm Beach, Fla., branded ecumeni
city as “a retirement center for super
annuated drowsy, non-relevant denomina
tions.”

Moody also rapped “huge, normally re
spectable denominations” who “go to the 
back door of the White House to ask for a 
handout.

“Someday the White House will feed 
them . . . then make them chop wood for 
their new master,” he said.

Moody was elected conference president 
following his address.

G. Earl Guinn, president of Louisiana 
College (Baptist), Pineville, La., predicted 
the coming of a “new church” to meet un
Christian forces sweeping the nation into 
moral collapse.

As primary threats to freedom he listed 
Communism, Catholicism and secularism.

Guinn said the new church will make 
room for the dissenter, the nonconformist, 
and will respect the intellectual and pro
tect him.

John D. Laida, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Clarksville, Tenn., and opening 
speaker for the two-day Pastors’ Conference,

Purdy Leaves Belmont Hts.
For Former Pastorate

Dr. Harold J. Purdy concludes 13!^ years 
ministry at Belmont Heights Church, Nashville, 
June 7. He will return July 1 to the 2700- 
member First Church, Madisonville, Ky., where 
he served from 1941-46. Dr. Purdy has served 
as president of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and moderator of the Nashville Associa
tion. Before coming to Nashville he was pastor 
of First Church, Bowling Green, Ky.

said he did not see how Baptists could 
avoid controversy in interpreting the Bible.

Although he did not mention specifically 
a two-year controversy over alleged liberal
ism in Baptist seminaries, the opening 
speaker cautioned his fellow ministers 
against seeking “scapegoats for our failures.”

In the second conference message, a Bap
tist seminary professor, Penrose St. Amant 
of Louisville, Ky., said “the genius of our 
(Baptist) heritage is in an open Bible and 
an open mind—a mind open to new truth 
and supremely open to the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit.” St. Amant is dean of theology 
and church history professor at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Another opening day speaker, 78-year-old 
R. G. Lee of Memphis, Tenn., former presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
upheld the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God and the authority for all the Baptists 
believe.

Lee, pastor emeritus of Bellevue Church, 
decried a “rationalism” that makes human 
reason so important that man’s mind be
comes a god in itself.

He chided those who, in the name of rea
son, deny the diety of Jesus and the 
miracles of the Bible, and relegate the in
carnation and resurrection of Jesus to myth.

“Rationalism prostitutes divine inspiration 
to the level of human genius—comparing 
the inspiration of the Scriptures with that 
of Homer and Shakespeare,” Lee said.

Pace 7



Convention Scenes 7

PRESIDENT K. OWEN WHITE wielded the gavel with fairness and firmness during 
lengthy discussion periods of the SBC as did also the Vice Presidents, Paul S. James 
(shown at left) and Mrs. Marie Mathis, the first woman to preside over any SBC sessions.

HMB RECEPTION HONORS REDFORD. Courts Redford of Atlanta autographs his por
trait for those who attended the reception given by the Home Mission Board in honor of 
his 20 years of leadership, ten years as the executive secretary. Redford is retiring this 
year. To his left, with her back to the camera, is Mrs. Redford.

MISSIONARIES OF FIVE CONTINENT! 
honored at a reception during the Souths 
Shown in the national dress of lands tl 
Birmingham, Ala., missionary to Korea; Ji 
Richardson, Ariton, Ala., Nigeria; Robert 
Fort Worth, Tex., Mexico.

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE'S SYMPHC 
at Atlantic City. Wesley L. McCoy is dire
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INORED. Southern Baptist missionaries were 
iaptist Convention sessions in Atlantic City, 
serve are: (left to right) Betty Jane Hunt, 
> Anderson, Bay City, Tex., Argentina; J. W. 
rr, Baltimore, Md., Gaza; and James Short,

antic City May 19^22

BAND played for three Convention sessions

SBC PRESIDENT AND WIFE MEET REPORTERS. Newly-elected Southern Baptist Con
vention president, Wayne Dehoney of Jackson, Tenn., and Mrs. Dehoney face members 
of the press. The new president was chosen from a list of 12 nominees for the office.

PRESIDENT WHITE OFFERS PRAYER for 40 newly-commissioned missionaries for service 
overseas. These bring Southern Baptists' foreign mission forces to 1842.
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WMU Reelects Mrs. Fling
ATLANTIC CITY (BP)—Mrs. Robert 

Fling of Cleburne,. Texas, was unanimously 
re-elected to her second one-year term as 
president of Woman’s Missionary Union 
at the annual meeting here of the Southern 
Baptist Convention auxilary.

Woman’s Missionary Union is the mis
sionary education agency for women and 
girls in Southern Baptist churches. Total 
membership in the societies and auxiliaries 
is 1,512,840.

At the sessions missionaries from both 
home and foreign mission fields reported on 
their work. Joseph W. Mefford, Jr., a mis
sionary in Spain since 1953, said “the winds 
of change are at work in Spain.

“News coming from the Iberian Peninsula 
these days, not only from our missionaries, 
but indeed from the secular press of that 
Catholic government, is better today than 
it has been for decades,” Mefford declared.

He indicated that restrictions on non
Catholics in Spain have been considerably 
relaxed and that legislation is in the making 
to guarantee more freedom for evangelicals.

Richard L. Mefford, home missionary to

fords and the Joseph W. Meffords told the 
Woman's Missionary Union of their work among 
Indians in Mississippi and among the people 
of Spain.

State Office, Linwood Smith, Mgr., Suite 921, 1719 W. End 
Bldg., Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

Phone 244-2485. Or see your Yellow Pages. Agency inquiries 
invited.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a

Woman's Missionary Union

Two Thousand YWAs Expected A t Ridgecrest
Two thousand YWA members and adult 

leadership are expected for the YWA Con
ference June 11-17. They will come from 
all states in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion to hear missionaries from all parts of 
the world. Missionaries scheduled to partic
ipate are Sistie Givins, Brazil; Mr. and Mrs. 
A. L. Gillespie, Japan; Mrs. Finlay M. 
Graham, Lebanon; Miss Crea Ridenour, 
Colombia; Miss Irene Branum, Korea; Mr. 
Louis E. McCall, Thailand; Mrt. Dewey 
E. Merritt, Nigeria; Mrs. Milton Murphey, 
Israel; Mrs. Tom G. Small, Northern 
Rhodesia. Home Missionaries are Dr. and 
Mrs. B. Frank Belvin, Okla.; Miss Joyce 
Carmichael, La.; Mr. Richard Mazanec, 
Fla.; Mrs. Fred Propst, Ga.

Tennessee YWAs will travel by private 
car and two charter buses—one from Mem
phis, Jackson, and Chattanooga, while an
other will go from Nashville through Knox
ville.

The two charter buses will visit mission 
points enroute to and from Ridgecrest. 
Some of the mission points to be visited are 
the Cherokee Indian Baptist Church, mis
sion centers, good will centers, Baptist Stu
dent Centers.

A Special Mission Tour to begin at Ridge
crest after the conference will make visits 
the Choctaw Indians at Arkadelphia, Mis
sissippi, reported to thes women that efforts 
to win Indians to Christian faith are made 
difficult by the memory of the treatment 
they received from the white man in the 
early days. Other complications in Indian 
evangelism are racial discrimination, pov
erty, tribal customs and lack of education, 
he continued.

Elias L. Golonka, a native of Poland and 
a newly-appointed missionary of the Home 
Mission Board to the Slavic people in the 
United States, challenged Southern Baptist 
women to help win to Christ the 10,000,000 
or more Slavs in this country.

Dan H. Kong, a native of Honolulu, 
Hawaii, and president of the Hawaii Bap
tist Convention, told the need of modern 
man of the gospel of Jesus Christ. “Though 

to state mission points which include work 
of our State and Home Mission Boards. 
Some points to be visited are Goodwill 
Centers in Knoxville and Elizabethton, Mis
sion Center in Chattanooga, Baptist Student 
Centers in Johnson City and Knoxville and 
the work camp where students are building 
a student center for Lincoln Memorial Uni
versity in Harrogate. The cost of this trip 
is $27.00 from Ridgecrest to Nashville, in
cluding lodging July 17-19. (Credit will be 
given on charter bus fare.)
Lodging at Ridgecrest:

Room and Board - 2 to 4 per room, bath 
on hall - $5.00 per day per person. 2 per 
room, private bath - $7.00 - $8.00 per day 
per person.
T ransportation:
Memphis Trailways Bus, Round Trip $24.00 
Reservation fee 11.00
Nashville, Trailblazer, Round Trip 10.50 
Reservation fee 10.50

Direct all questions and send reservations 
to:

Miss Frances Sullivant
Young Woman’s Auxiliary Director 
1812 Belmont Blvd.
Nashville, Tennessee 37212 

we live in the 20th century, we are still 
confronted with matters that reach back to 
the dawn of creation,” he said.

“Electronics and atomic fission have not 
rendered obsolete the fact that Jesus Christ 
is the Light of the World,” Kong declared.

Other officers unanimously elected by 
WMU are Mrs. J. R. Lobaugh of Kansas 
City, Kansas, recording secretary, and Miss 
Hunt, executive secretary. State Woman’s 
Missionary Union presidents are auto
matically elected vice presidents of the na
tional organization.

Mrs. Joe W. Burton, Nashville and Mrs. 
William McMurry of Birmingham, Ala., 
were executive board members.

Two major missions offerings are spon
sored by Woman’s Missionary Union each 
year. The Annie Armstrong offering for 
Home Missions for 1963 reached $3,149,- 
283.95. The Lottie Moon Offering for 
Foreign Missions for 1963 had reached 
$10,949,857.35 last week.
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Sunday School Department

After Vacation Bible School—What?

A Challenge to Adult Sunday School Workers
by Lacy W. Freeman

Recently, a college freshman successfully 
pitched five innings for his college baseball 
team. When he had finished, he asked his 
coach for some helpful criticism. The first 
thing the coach told him was, “You are not 
following through.” Sometimes we plan well 
and conduct a successful Vacation Bible 
School; however, our coach, Christ Jesus, is 
saying, “You are not following through.” 
This comes directly to adult Sunday School 
teachers, department officers, class officers 
and members. The parents of the Vacation 
Bible School pupils are Adults and many of 
them are not enrolled in Sunday School and 
several are lost without a Saviour. Adult 
Sunday School workers and members should 
take responsibility of the “follow through” 
with these prospects.

Following are some suggestions for adult 
teachers, workers, and members to use in 
this follow-up of Vacation Bible School.

1. Immediately following the Vacation 
Bible School, check all registration cards for 
parents not enrolled in Sunday School. Do 
not wait for the pastor or church office to 
bring these to you. Seek them yourself.

2. Enter each parent not enrolled in Sun
day School on a prospect visitation assign
ment and report form No. 120. If this form 
is not available, use a plain census card. 
Get all information as complete as possible. 
If further information is needed, contact the 
Vacation Bible School worker who worked 
with the Vacation Bible School pupil.

3. Assign the prospect to the proper class. 
Leave a duplicate copy with department 
secretary and a third copy with the general 
Sunday School secretary.

Religious Educators Honor Past Presidents
ATLANTIC CITY—The Southern Bap

tist Religious Education Association meeting 
here honored its past presidents, elected new 
officers, and adopted constitutional changes 
during its eighth annual session here.

The religious educators named as their 
new president Claude W. White of Rich
mond, to succeed C. Winfield Rich of 
Memphis.

The association is comprised of men and 
women from three distinct areas of work— 
church religious educators, teachers, and 
denominational field workers.

The association paid tribute to its past 
presidents, presenting to each a certificate of 
appreciation.

Major addresses were delivered during 
the two-day conference, held just prior to 
Southern Baptist Convention sessions here.

In the opening association, a Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary professor,
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4. The teacher along with the class offi
cers should select a time, (regular class 
officers meeting, or a called meeting) to 
study these prospects.

5. Assign the prospect to the appropriate 
person for visitation. Brief the visitor on 
the information gathered about the prospect.

6. Make the visit as soon after Vacation 
Bible School as possible. If there are other 
Sunday School prospects in the home, report 
these to the church office or Sunday School 
superintendent.

7. Report the results of the visit, and if 
necessary, restudy and reassign for a future 
visit.

Johnny, a Junior boy, lived in a trailer 
in a western city. His parents cared little 
for spiritual things. Johnny attended only 
one day at the Vacation Bible School. 
Through this one day contact, the church 
was able to minister to the home when the 
father died. Johnny and his mother were 
won to Christ as a result of this ministry. 
As adult Sunday School workers, let us visit 
the homes of the Johnnys, the Marys, and 
the Susans immediately following Vacation 
Bible School.

One church that averaged baptizing 165 
converts each year states that 20 to 25 of 
these baptisms are results of Vacation Bible 
School. These results are due largely because 
of the follow-through after Vacation Bible 
School. What an opportunity and responsi
bility Adult Sunday School workers have 
in the area of follow-up on Vacation Bible 
School contacts. Will your adults meet this 
challenge? Adult Sunday School workers, 
you have the answer.

William E. Hull, warned that internal strifes 
of the church demand a clear definition of 
“just what the church is.

“The church is angry with itself,” Hull 
told the educators. “The world is not at
tacking the church; indeed, seldom has 
religion enjoyed such widespread acceptance 
or at least polite indifference.

“The church flourishes best in divine ad- 
verstiy rather than in human complacency,” 
he said.

In the closing conference address, A. D. 
Foreman, Jr. pastor of Temple Church, 
Memphis, said he was deeply troubled that 
Baptist Churches are not growing as they 
should.

“When we say our churches are growing, 
maybe in reality they have only been 
swelling,” he said.

“The denomination which seeks quality 
instead of quantity seems to be making ex-

Wide Range Of Activities 
Engage Church Musicians

ATLANTIC CITY—Southern Baptist 
church musicians participated in a range of 
activities from a lesson in shape-note sing
ing in the fa sol la style to a choral per
formance of “Five Movements from Mass 
in F” by Schubert in their annual two-day 
conference prior to the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The shape-note singing came during a 
talk by William J. Reynolds concerning his 
new book, “Hymns of the Faith,” a hand
book to the “Baptist Hymnal.”

The Schubert Mass was performed by the 
church choir of Manhattan Baptist Church. 
New York City, under the direction of 
Buryi Red, minister of music. The concert 
was one of several involving church groups.

“Our intention was to magnify in this 
year’s program the local church music ac
tivity,” said Gene Bartlett of Oklahoma 
City, president of the group and state music 
secretary. Bartlett continues as president 
for a second year.

The meeting registered 156 members and 
461 visitors for a program that included 
choral concerts by the Adult Choir of First 
Church, Laurel, Md.; the combined Junior 
choirs of First Church, Columbia, S. C.; the 
Concert Band of Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, Tenn.; the A Capella Choir 
of the North Greenville Junior College, 
Tigerville, S. C.; the Baptist Hour Choir, 
Ft. Worth, Tex., and the Singing Church
men of Oklahoma.

Other musical highlights were a presenta
tion of Debussy’s “The Prodigal Son,” di
rected by Ray Conner, state music secretary 
for Kansas, with Mrs. Jack Terrell, Russell 
Newport, and Denny Boyd, soloists; an 
organ recital by Clyde Holloway, organist of 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, New York City; 
and hymn pantomimes by a group from 
First Church, Orlando, Fla.

In a message on creative evangelism, Ken
neth Chafin, associate professor of evange
lism at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, emphasized personal 
witnessing.

“With all of our organized emphasis on 
witnessing, we are in dire danger of for
getting the man next door or the family 
across the street,” Chafin said. “We often 
fail here because we can’t put on our wit
nessing suit, take our Bible, and present 
ourselves to our neighbor as an interested 
but unacquainted person. We love our 
neighbor, and can’t avoid presenting our
selves to him as we are.”
cuses for its lack of growth and admitting 
that a half-loaf of spiritual bread is as good 
as a whole loaf,” Foreman said.

“A spiritual measure of growth is the 
true and effective measure,” he said. “When 
we judge ourselves by spiritual standards, 
our Baptist pride should turn to a moan of 
dismay.”
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FMB Names Couple For Luxembourg
In its May meeting, the Southern Baptist 

Foreign Mission Board added 22 mission
aries, three missionary associates, and one 
country to its overseas endeavor, giving it 
a total staff of 1,842 for service in 55 coun
tries.

The 55th country was added with the 
appointment of Rev. and Mrs. Rudolph M. 
Wood as Southern Baptists’ first missionaries 
to the 999-square-mile grand duchy of 
Luxembourg. They will begin their work 
with an English-speaking congregation 
started by a Baptist engineer from the 
United States. Both Mr. and Mrs. Wood are 
natives of Virginia; she is the former Helen 
Siner.

The 20 other new missionaries, their 
native states, and fields of service are Phillip 
M. Anderson and Martha Brandon Ander
son. both of Ala., for the Philippines; 
Robert H. Garrett, Okla., and Eloise Sharp 
Garrett, N.M., for Southern Rhodesia; Wil
liam L. Hashman, III, Calif., and Jeani 
Jackson Hashman, Wash., for Japan; Glenn 
E. Hickey and Dorothy Thomerson Hickey, 
both of Ark., for North Brazil; William E. 
Matheny, Ill., and Mirle Mathews Matheny, 
Miss., for Peru.

Also, James C. Redding, Tenn., and 
Marilyn Moore Redding, Ga., for Peru; Ray 
C. Register, Jr., S.C., and Rose Mary Rich 
register, Ind., for Israel; R. Jay E. Stewart, 
Va.. and Laura Lee Gray Stewart, W. Va. 
for East Africa; Harold R. Watson, Miss., 
and Joyce Daniel Watson, Tex., for the 
Philippines; and Robert D. Williams, Tex., 
and Ruby Williamson Williams, Miss., for 
Nigeria.

The new missionary associates (bringing

Broadman films and filmstrips 
will help make

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
an exciting learning experience

• Juniors thrill to Bible stories presented 
in realistic, color filmstrips. $5.00 each.
A Lost Pharisee $--------
Witness to an Ethiopian $--------
The First Disciples $--------
• For Intermediate discussion groups— 
dramatic story films, rental $9.00 each: 
The Double Guilt, 30 min. b/w $--------

(Who is to blame for delinquency?)
Bitter Fruit, 15 min. color $

(How important are possessions?) 
Teen Queen, 15 min. color $--------

(What price popularity?)

Check titles wanted— 
Send today to your BAPTIST

BOOK STORE

Date Film Needed
□ Charge 
Name ____ 
Address 
City, State 

Payment enclosed.

the total to 30) are Miss Lucille Dawdy, 
employed for a five-year term in Taiwan 
(Formosa), where she will teach in Mor
rison Academy, Taichung, a school for mis
sionaries’ children, and Mr. and Mrs. Her
bert Maher, employed for a four-year term 
in East Pakistan, where they will be dormi
tory parents for missionaries’ children at
tending school away from home and he will 
be business manager for the Mission (organ
ization of missionaries).
Advance Program Draws 
“Encouraging" Reactions

“Reactions to the announcement that the 
Foreign Mission Board is calling upon 
Southern Baptists to place 5,000 missionaries 
under appointment at the earliest possible 
time have been most encouraging,” Dr. 
Baker J. Cauthen, executive, secretary, said 
in his report. “It seems that Southern Bap
tists are ready to move ahead in a great new 
thrust in world missions. We pray for God’s 
strength and grace as we face the responsi
bilities ahead.”
Broader Toleration 
Evident in Spain

There is broader religious toleration in 
Spain now than at any time since that 
country’s civil war (1936-39), Dr. John D. 
Hughey, secretary for Europe and the Mid
dle East, told the Board in his report. Since 
assuming his duties Jan. 1, he has visited 
Spain and 15 other countries in which he 
has responsibility. He moved his office from 
Switzerland to Board headquarters in Rich
mond, Va., in early May.

“The Spanish Government is preparing 
new laws to guarantee religious toleration,” 
Dr. Hughey said. “The move toward free
dom seems to be a result of influence from 
the Vatican, the ecumenical council, and 
foreign public opinion.”

He cited several evidences of toleration: 
No Protestant chapel is now closed by 
Spanish authorities, and permits for new 
places of worship can be obtained wherever 
there are groups of believers (15 chapels 
were permitted to open during the first three 
months of 1964). Several schools for Pro
testant children are functioning; evangelical 
books may be imported; all recent petitions 
to print books have been granted; and a 
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Bible society is functioning openly and with
out restrictions. Protestants no longer face 
barriers to civil marriage, and religious dis
crimination and enforced conformity to 
Roman Catholic rites are practically non
existent in the armed services.

The morale of Spanish Baptists is high, 
Dr. Hughey reported. They are planning a 
simultaneous evangelistic campaign for the 
fall of 1965, with help from the Foreign 
Mission Board. Some South American 
preachers will be asked to participate.

There are now 48 Baptist churches in 
Spain, with approximately 4,200 members 
and 35 pastors. Eleven of the churches are 
self-supporting. The theological seminary, 
closed for two years, is scheduled to reopen 
next fall.

“It is good that Southern Baptists and 
Spanish Baptists can face the new oppor
tunities together,” Dr. Hughey said. Upon 
recommendation of its administrative com
mittee, the Board appropriated money for 
several church buildings in the country.
1,300 Attend Jubilee
Of Nigerian Convention

Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, secretary for 
Africa, reported on a three-week trip to 
West Africa. In Nigeria he participated in the 
golden jubilee session of the Nigerian Bap
tist Convention, held in Ibadan, city of its 
birth. Registered for the meeting were 1,310 
delegates from 429 churches in 47 of the 
53 Nigerian Baptist associations.

Dr. Goerner said a wholesome note of 
independence and denominational autonomy 
was sounded as the Convention moved to 
assume a larger share of responsibility for 
the development of Baptist work in its coun
try, accepting heavier duties in both financial 
support and administration.

He reported that the new Convention 
president, Dr. Emanuel A. Dahunsi, brings 
to the position “a spirit of youthful en
thusiasm, national pride, and missionary 
zeal.” In a personal conference before Dr. 
Goerner left Nigeria the two men shared 
their mutual hopes and dreams for the 
future of Baptist work in the country.

While the mission secretary was in Ghana, 
Sadler Baptist Secondary School near Kum
asi was officially transferred to the Ghana 
Ministry of Education. Dr. Goerner gave 
three reasons for this transaction:

1. The Board was unable to staff the 
school with teachers meeting the rigid 
requirements of the Ministry of Education. 
The system of education in Ghana is pat
terned largely after the British system, and 
teachers trained in the United States often 
do not have sufficient concentration of 
courses in a specialized field. Also, the

Little Giant Hotomatic 
Gas Water Heater No. 3 

Will supply all the hot water till needed for Baptistries, Church 
: Kitchens, Rest Rooms. Heats 
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I water heaters, Fiberglass Bap- 1 tistries, spires and crosses. 
I LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO.

907 7th Street, Orange, Texas
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Board’s strict principles prevent the recruit
ing of teachers from certain sources avail
able to government and other mission 
schools.

2. The announced policy of the Govern
ment that secondary education must be 
made free by 1965 would have arbitrarily 
increased the Board’s subsidy to Sadler 
School by approximately $35,000 a year, 
the amount which had been brought in by 
school fees. Also to be considered was the 
rapidly mounting cost of education.

3. A privately operated denominational 
school does not fit the pattern of education 
in the new socialistic state of Ghana. “Ours 
had been from the beginning the only mis
sion school which declined financial assis
tance from the Government and insisted 
upon ‘paying its own way,’ ” Dr. Goerner 
said.

With the transfer of Sadler School, the 
Board’s educational work in Ghana will be 
concentrated upon the training of pastors 
and other church leaders.
Mass Media Provide 
Contact in Missions

The advent of Telstar did not make 
obsolete the accepted pattern of mission 
work, Dr. Winston Crawley, area secretary, 
said in a report on the use of mass com
munications media in Christian missions in 
the Orient. “The Christian message is in 
essence personal, and that calls for a radi
cally new orientation of all of life,” he said.

“However, in Christian missions the 
media of mass communications can have 
two great values. One is to make people 
aware of Christianity and develop a friendly 
feeling toward Christians and the Christian 
message. The second is to provide a point 

' of contact by which those favorably inclined 
toward the gospel come into touch with 
churches or with Christians who can then 
lead them to personal spiritual decision.”

Dr. Crawley said several mass communi
cations media are used by Baptists in the

Tennesseans Appointed Missionaries To Peru

Rev. James C. Redding, native of Ten
nessee, and Mrs. Redding were appointed 
missionaries to Peru during the May meet
ing of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board in Richmond, Va.

They now live in Indianola, Miss., where 
he is pastor of Fairview Church. Born in 
Nashville, Redding grew up on farms in the 
Goodlettsville area. Mrs. Redding, the form
er Marilyn Moore, was born in Eastman, 
Ga., and grew up in Chattanooga, Spring
field, and Memphis. She is the daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph R. Moore of Cordova. 
Moore, now retired, was superintendent of 
Baptist city missions in Memphis, 1945-63.

Both graduated from Belmont College, 
Nashville, with bachelor of arts degrees and

Orient, and the Board’s proposed new pro
gram of advance includes plans for expan
sion of such approaches. ‘This will call for 

attended Southwestern Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Tex. He also graduated from New 
Orleans (La.) Seminary with the bachelor 
of divinity degree.

Before becoming pastor of the Indianola 
church in October, 1961, Redding was 
superintendent of missions for DeSoto Coun
ty Baptist Association, Hernando, Miss., for 
more than four years. Prior to that he was 
pastor of a church in Fort Worth and 
Charlotte Chapel Mission, Nashville, and 
associate pastor of First Church, Columbia, 
Tenn, (a position that included serving as 
pastor of a mission sponsored by the 
church).

Mrs. Redding’s vocational experience in
cludes summer work in Shelby County, 
Tenn., under the Home Mission Board and 
schoolteaching in Mississippi.

In Richmond for appointment and a week 
of orientation at Foreign Mission Board 
headquarters, Redding said that when he 
was 13 years old he seemed to hear a voice 
within him say, “You’re going to be a 
preacher.” The impression that he ought to 
preach remained so real and persistent that 
the summer before he entered college he 
decided to study for the ministry.

The next year, at a Baptist Student Union 
convention, he began considering foreign 
mission service. He has been definitely plan
ning toward missionary appointment since 
his first year in Southwestern Seminary.

Mr. and Mrs. Redding met and married 
while college students. They have three 
children, James Claiborne, II, three and a 
half, Janice Marie, one and a half, and 
John Steven, four months.

greatly expanded resources,” he said, “but 
the more urgent necessity will be mission
aries with technical training to do the job.”

TENNESSEE SEMINARY GRADUATES—Seventeen students from Ten
nessee were listed among the 135 scheduled to graduate from Southern 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., at commencement exercises May 29. Dr. K. 
Owen White, immediate past president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, delivered the commencement address. Listed by their home-towns 
and degrees they received, the students are, top row, 1 to r:

Bobby R. Agee, Memphis, BD; Harold D. Campbell, Oak Ridge, BD; 
Thomas M, Deaton, Memphis, BD; Robert F. Dills, Dyersburg, MCM;
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R. Lawrence Doyal, Knoxville, MRE; Larry E. Duke, Dickson, BD; Wil
liam R. Dunning, Memphis, BD; Bette Jean Frazier, Knoxville, MRE; 
Jack H. Goodwin, Nashville, BD.

Bottom row, William E. Holland, Nashville, MRE; Betty Jane House
holder, Greeneville, MRE; Lloyd T. Householder, Jr., Maryville, DRE; 
James R. Kendig, Jackson, BD; Shirley R. Weaver, Knoxville, MRE; 
Edsel L. West, Oneida, BD; Earl H. Wilson, Knoxville, BD; and J. Dona- 
than Yarbrough, Etowah, MRE.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 7, 1964 By Oscar Lee Rives

—Response To A Needy World—
TEXTS: Deuteronomy 10:18, 19; Matthew 25:31-46; James 2:14-17; I John 

3:11-18 (Larger)—Matthew 25:31-40 (Printed)—I Jn. 3:17 (Golden).

The verses from Deuteronomy ,in the 
larger text, constitutes an earnest exhorta
tion of the Lord through Moses given to 
Israel to remember the needy such as the 
orphan, the widow and the stranger. They 
remind the chosen people that they too had 
been strangers and needy in the land of 
Egypt. The verses from James call attention 
to the fact that followers of Christ in failing 
to minister to the needy neutralize their 
professed faith in Him, and in reality make 
a mockery in the process. The verses from 
I John teach that the love of a Christian 
for his fellow-men is motivated by the same 
kind of concern and care that God has for 
all men. It suggests, in the Golden or 
Memory Text, that lack of compassion with
in the heart and life of the Christian is a 
sign that he may not be one after all. All 
three passages should be considered as 
background material for the passage from 

. Matthew, from the larger text, with which 
the notes below are specifically concerned.

CONSUMMATION (vv. 31-33)
These verses tell us simply that Jesus 

will come back to earth, presumbly, and that 
He will consummate the Kingdom which 
He established here nearly two thousand 
years ago. They do not tell us when this 
will take place but they plainly tell us that 
it will transpire. The word “throne” used 
here indicates that His return will be a 
royal one. The nations will be gathered in 
His presence, after which there will be a 
separation between the good and the evil.

Family Reading For 
Summer

An exciting living narrative of the 
whole Bible in the language chil
dren understand and adults enjoy 
reading with them. $4.95

A
 Buy Broadman Books at your

BAPTIST BOOK STORE
724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.

706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.
24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.

Each group is described as “sheep on his 
right hand” and as “goats on the left”. It 
seems obvious that the separation had in 
some measure already begun previous to 
His return and that this scene pictured 
here is in confirmation or fixing forever 
what had already been determined by the 
attitudes of the members of the two groups 
towards Him and as a result towards His 
human creation.

COMMENDATION (w. 34-40)
It should be noted that salvation is a 

gift from God which is made possible by 
the believer’s repentance and faith and 
Christ’s death upon the Cross. Commenda
tion from Him, as seen in these verses, is 
the result of the believer’s proper response 
to those who are in need. To all who have 
so responded there will be joyous welcome 
into God’s presence and an entrance into 
the Kingdom with all of its fulness. The 
verb “inherit” precludes any sort of meri
torious work upon the believer’s part which 
would entitle him to such commendation. 
Indeed the ones indicated in this passage 
were greatly surprised upon being so com
mended. They were nqt even aware that 
they had performed any good deeds. This 
clearly indicates that their motives in their 
varied ministries were exalted and that they 
acted as they did because of their changed 
natures. To help those who are in need is 
to act like God. To do so with a hope of 
being rewarded or commended is to conceal 
a subtle and damaging selfishness. To help 
those who are needy, solely for the glory 
of God because prompted by His indwelling 
presence, is to render service to Him (note 
v. 40). How else can the Christian serve 
Him now?

CONDEMNATION (w. 41-46)
The King pronounces fearful judgment 

upon those who are on His left hand. They 
are consigned “into everlasting fire”. Their 
abode will be into a realm “prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” Thus it would seem 
that the Lord had not desired that this 
should be their eternal destiny but that He 
had permitted them to exercise their choice 
in going to such a horrible end. Since they 
had been so indifferent to God’s offer of 
pardon and salvation, they had been care
lessly indifferent to the needy about them. 
The words of condemnation from the Lord 
are stern and frightening. Their pleading 
of ignorance concerning helpfulness are of 
no avail. Punishment is promised, t will be 
eternal. It will be inescapable. It will be 
just. The “goats’ will go one way while 
the “sheep” will go another one. Truly dis
obedience to God is a terrifying matter.

High School Music Week 

At Camp Linden—July 6-11

James Woodward, minister of Music at 
First Church, Tulsa, Okla., is guest cond
uctor for West Tennessee’s first Music Week 
at Camp Linden July 6-11. Woodward, an 
experienced college and church musician, 
is in great demand for festivals, camps, and 
clinics throughout our Convention. He is 
director of the Singing Churchmen, made up 
of Oklahoma ministers of music.

For the past seven years, music camps 
have been conducted at Camp Carson in 
East Tennessee and their success has in
creased the demand for similar projects in 
the West.

Attractive new facilities at Linden make 
the camp an ideal place for high school 
musicians.

Carroll Owen, First Church, Paris, will 
serve as Camp Pastor for the week. He 
is one of Tennessee’s growing list of “pastor
musicians” and Mrs. Owen is an outstanding 
instrumentalist.

Following is a list of ministers of music 
who make up an outstanding Music Week 
faculty:

W. R. Petreman, Frayser, Memphis
Shelby Collier, Southern Ave., Memphis 
David Spencer, Radnor, Nashville 
Lowrey Haynie, West Jackson 
Gene Griffith, First, Shelbyville 
Gene Sutherland, First, Jackson 
Jerry Ratcliff. First, Clarksville 
Bill Blankenship, First, Cookeville 
James Pulliam, First, Bolivar 
Ed Crawley, First, Dyersburg 
Charles Passman, First, Paris 
Robert E. Mulloy, Brook Hollow, 

Nashville
Total cost for the week is $17.50. Two 

dollars of this amount should accompany 
registrations to Church Music Department, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, 1812 Bel
mont Blvd., Nashville, Tenn. 37212.
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In a suitable jar or vase, put two parts 
of water to one part glycerin. Glycerin can 
be bought at drugstores or some food 
markets. Gather branches the size wanted 
for arrangements. Place the stems in the 
glycerin mixture two or more inches deep. 
If you. crush the ends of the stems, they 
will absorb more of the glycerin.

Allow the branches to stand in the liquid 
for ten days or more—all winter if neces
sary. They can be removed from the liquid 
at any time and used in arrangements. The 
leaves may darken, but they are still beau
tiful and will last for years if cared for. 
Dried arrangements, if carefully taken 
apart, can be stored and used many times.

One word of caution: Do not be dis
couraged if some of your trials are not 
what you call successful. If you are like 
others who make a hobby of this sort of 
thing, you will have many failures. The at
tempts that do turn out well are worth the 
effort. Try and try again. Try ideas of your 
own. If they are new and successful, that is 
good. Libraries have many books to help in 
this hobby.

Surprise the family with some beautiful 
dried arrangements for the winter.

Winter Flowers*
By Valla C. Offensend

Mother Nature is lavish, we might say 
extravagant, in her use of color. Have you 
sometimes wished you could keep some of 
that color? Some of the beauty can be pre
served.

All summer you may be taking hikes 
through fields and woods. You may drive 
many miles along the highways or perhaps 
just stroll through your own garden or 
around the lawn. In any of these places one 
can find materials worthy of being pre
served.

The more interested one becomes in such 
a project, the more skilled one becomes in 
seeking out materials of different textures, 
colors, and growth. Such materials make 
interesting arrangements. Grasses, leaves, 
flowers, and branches can be preserved to 
enjoy all winter in your home or to give as 
gifts.

Start this project in the spring or sum
mer if possible. Some spring flowers are 
sturdy enough to save. Keep on the look
out for pretty grasses, such as timothy or 
other tall summer grasses. Oats, wheat, and 
rye make graceful additions to a bouquet. 
Gather grasses and grains with long stems. 
Tie them in small bunches so that they will 
keep their shape and so that air can get to 
them. Hang the bunches upside down in 
some dry, dark place, perhaps a closet or 
dark attic. Colors last better when drying 
is done in the dark.

Allow the grasses and grains to hang un
til completely dry. Gather some when

*(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved) 

green and some when ripe for different 
colorings. Sour dock seed-heads also can 
be cut at different stages of ripeness and 
dried by hanging upside down. They make 
good additions to your winter bouquets. 
Cattails, green or ripe, add variations in 
texture and coloring.

Many kinds of flowers can be preserved, 
some with almost perfect color, by using 
borax or a mixture of borax and cornmeal. 
These should be used in equal parts. The 
mixture is not as likely to discolor the 
flower as is pure borax.

The following method of drying has 
proved practical: In a shallow container— 
a. shoe box, a pan, or a dish—spread about 
an inch of the borax mixture. Lay the 
blossoms on this in a flat position with the 
open side up. They should be far enough 
apart that they do not touch each other. 
Carefully sift more of the borax mixture 
over these blossoms. Work the mixture 
among the petals while disturbing them as 
little as possible. They should be completely 
covered with at least an inch of the mixture.

Allow to stand in a dark place and with
out disturbing for about ten days, some
times less. Experience will show what is 
best. Carefully remove the covering and 
gently shake the blossoms to remove any 
excess mixture. You may prefer to use a 
soft brush. An artist’s brush is good. Daisies, 
zinnias, and marigolds are examples of 
flowers that are easy to preserve in this way.

Late summer or fall are good times for 
preserving branches from trees and shrubs, 
using the glycerin method. The heavier 
textured leaves, the oak for example, are 
best for using this method, although almost 
all leaves preserve very well.

There would be fewer motorist patients 
in the hospitals if there were more patient 
motorists on the highways.

Recently, I ventured to suggest in our 
family circle that I might preach a sermon 
on, “Have Bible—Will Preach.” One of the 
younger members of the family corrected. 
“Have Bible—Will Babble.”—John Brans
ford Nichols, First Methodist Church, Pen
sacola, Fla., in New Christian Advocate.

A good sermon helps people in a couple 
of ways. Some rise from it greatly strength
ened. Others wake from it refreshed.

Nothing can hold a candle to the average 
television script, but many a viewer woulo 
like to try.

“When does the library open?” the voice 
on the phone asked.

“At 9 a.m.,” came the reply. “And what’s 
the idea of calling me in the middle of the 
night?”

“Not until 9 a.m.?” answered the disap
pointed voice.

“No, not until 9 a.m.,” answered the li
brarian. “Why do you want to get in before 
9 a.m.?”

“Who wants to get in? I want to get out.”
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Seminary Graduates Warned Against Prosperity, Self^Gain

NEW ORLEANS—The 104 graduates at 
New Orleans Seminary heard Joe Cothen 
during graduation exercises say, “Seminary 
graduates must fight against drowning in 
church prosperity and self-advancement. 
The greatest peril we face as Southern Bap
tists is the prosperity of the churches. We 
must never forget that no religious body has 
ever survived its own success.”

Cothen, a New Orleans Seminary alumnus 
and pastor of Alta Woods Church, Jackson,

TENNESSEE TOPICS
Gene Mathis resigned as pastor of Piney 

Flats Church, Holston Association, effective 
May 10 to enter Southwestern Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Tex.

Timothy Alan McGehee was born May 1 
at Baptist Hospital, Nashville. He is the son 
ot Rev. and Mrs. Joe McGehee of Ewing 
Church, Nashville.

Ewing Church, Nashville, ordained Fred 
Petty, Joe Pomeroy and Kenneth Speakman 
as deacons.

Ted Hayes will serve as director of youth 
activities and assistant to the pastor for the 
summer months at Ridgedale Church, Chat
tanooga. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
W. Hayes of the Ridgedale Church. Ted as
sumes his new responsibilities at Ridgedale 
June 1. He plans to secure the master of re
ligious education degree at Southern Semi
nary and will begin his studies this fall.

Cleveland’s Michigan Avenue Church 
sustained a great loss in the death May 1 of 
Deacon Mahlon Winstead. He was active in 
the work of his church.

Billy Holland, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. C. 
Holland, Nashville, has accepted a position 
as educational director with Emmanuel 
Church, Paducah, Ky, effective June 21.

Weldon L. Estes preached his first ser
mon as pastor of First Church, Scotland 
Neck, N. C., May 31. For the past two 
years Estes was pastor of Calvary Church, 
Knoxville, and prior to that was pastor of 
Clark Street Church, Johnson City.
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Miss., explained that the danger in pros
perity lies in forsaking the ture calling and 
will of God. He advised pastors whose first 
concern is salary and retirement benefits to 
seek another occupation. “Self-seeking has 
no place or respect in the ministry,” he 
said.

The speaker added that church workers 
must face their obligations to the world and 
to God, although “all that we do will not 
be delightful or pleasant, but what we do

Raleigh Baptists Select 
Round Sanctuary Design

A new building—completely round, in
side and out—is being built by Raleigh 
Church at 3034 Austin Peay Highway, at 
a cost of $450,000. It will contain a sanct
uary to seat 1,050, recreation hall, nursery 
and six classrooms.

Raleigh Church, which is 50 years old, 
will double its floor space with the new con
struction. The church’s last addition was an 
educational building in 1955. The round 
building will have a domed roof, capped by 
a spire in its center, and a red brick ex
terior. Raymond Wolfe, member of the 
building committee, said the congregation 
chose the circular shape to make the best 
use of the amount of land it is being built 
on. “In order to get it on this location, we 
had to make it circular. A rectangular 
building would have been too close to the 
street, since the widening of the Highway.” 
Charles Whitesell is chairman of the build
ing committee. W. A. Boston began his 11th 
year as pastor on May 17 when ground was 
broken for the new structure.

According to Pastor Jerry A. Songer, God 
truly gave First Church, Greenbrier, a great 
spirit of revival. It began when James 
Craine, Gallatin, led in revival services. At 
least one decision was made each night 
except one. On Sunday morning 17 decisions 
were made and 23 on Sunday night. There 
was a total of 30 rededications, 13 baptisms, 
two by statement, and one by letter. The 
past four weeks there have been 15 addi
tions, 11 coming by baptism.

William Hall Preston, who recently retired 
as staff associate in the BSSB Student De- 

and what we speak should all be worth
while.”

Tennessee graduates and degrees received 
are 1 to r, R. Donald Barfield, Chattanooga, 
MRE; Raymond A. Crawford, Fayetteville, 
BD; Donald Buford Doggett, Cornersville, 
BD; Charles F. Gray, Chattanooga, BD; 
John N. Langlois, Nashville, BD; William 
Daniel Rushing, Jr., Memphis, BD; and 
Carl F. Yarnell, Jr., Knoxville, MRE.

$214,500 Expansion Program 
Started At First, Rogersville

Members of First Church, Rogersville, 
worshipped for the last time in the 42-year- 
old sanctuary Sunday evening, May 10. 
Workmen started the next morning dis
mantling the sanctuary and removing pews 
and other equipment which will be used 
when the new $214,500 sanctuary is com
pleted. The older part of the church, in
cluding the sanctuary, was built in 1922 
when John R. Chiles was pastor. The west 
wing built in 1946 while Wayne Dehoney 
was pastor and the east wing was built in 
1955 under the ministry of Carroll Owen. 
James Pitts is the present pastor.

During construction of the new sanctuary 
services are being held in Adult Depart
ment No. 1, in the basement under the 
west wing.

The building committee is composed of 
Oscar Horton, chm., Claude Brooks, E. A. 
Cope, J. D. Cross, Jr., Bill Davis, Mrs. 
Paul Greene, Mrs. H. B. Kent, Jr., J. D. 
Marion, I. D. Price, Jr., Robert Southern, 
George Testerman and G. E. Webb.

Full-size basement under the new build
ing will provide two assembly rooms, 11 
classrooms, dining room, kitchen, five 
church offices, seven additional classrooms 
other than those in the basement, also two 
additional assembly rooms, two baptismal 
dressing rooms, and library.

Through remodeling these will be added; 
organ equipment room, two additional 
nursery rooms, two junior and two inter
mediate departments, a ladies parlor and a 
choir room.

partment, will teach in New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s school of religion 
and serve as field representative. Dr. and 
Mrs. Preston move from Nashville to New 
Orleans in September.
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