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The Legend of
Wallace Grows

Hong Kong—The color motion picture pro
duction of “Bill Wallace of China” began 
Jan. 4th and the term “Waa I Saang” (Doc
tor Wallace) is fast becoming a house-hold 
word in various villages where Logos 
cameras have filmed sequences on the life 
of the Baptist medical missionary. People 
in the villages actually believe actor-pro
ducer Gregory Walcott is a doctor. They 
yell to him from their windows and shops. 
There is always a crowd of children ganged 
around Hollywood’s “Waa I Saang”. Wal
cott shed fifteen pounds in order to resemble 
the lanky Tennessee doctor.

A number of refugees from the Canton- 
Wauchow area have mentioned they remem
ber Wallace and his popularity among the 
people.

Douglas Green is directing his own 
screen play based on the Broadman Press 
biography by Jesse C. Fletcher. Producer 
Walcott moved the Logos unit of over sixty 
technicians and cast to Haven of Hope Hos
pital Jan. 24th for two weeks of shooting.

Walcott comments; “One of the most en
couraging remarks came from an old stoic 
Chinese movie extra. He said in broken- 
English, This picture have great heart . . .’ ”.

HONG KONG—There's always a crowd of children around Hollywood's Gregory Walcott 
"Waa I Saang" (Dr. Wallace).
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By James L. Pleitz

The young man was having a hard time 
in the Seminary. When he had decided to 
become a minister he had assumed that he 
would automatically be exempt from many 
of the trials and tribulations of life. It 
didn’t take him long to discover this just 
isn’t true. He decided to drop out of school 
and forget about the whole idea. Prior to 
doing so he wrote his pastor back home a 
letter telling him of his intentions. He 
had tried, he really had, but it just wasn’t 
going to work. From the time he had ar
rived at the Seminary there had been just 
one problem after another. Besides he felt 
all alone in this strange city. There was no 
one to whom he could turn.

The wise old pastor read the letter very 
carefully. His reply to the young man was 
certainly strange. Instead of writing a 
letter, his pastor simply clipped out a 
little poem and mailed it to him. The poem 
was a conversation that took place between 
two birds. The discouraged student opened 

the letter and read: “Said the robin to the 
wren, ‘I would surely like to know why 
these restless human beings rush about and 
worry so.’ Said the wren to the robin, ‘It 
surely must be that they have no Heavenly 
Father such as cares for you and me.’ ”

The young man got the message. He 
didn’t drop out of school nor did he give 
up the ministry. He was made to realize 
that he was not alone in life and that, he 
too, had a Father who cared.

In the eyes of God your life is of infinite 
value. Jesus said, “Fear not, ye are of more 
value than many sparrows.”

When you are blue and lonely, when you 
feel that no one cares, perhaps you need 
to listen to the conversation of the robin and 
the wren. The philosophy of these two 
can change your life.

Dr. Pleitz, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Pensacola, Fla., wrote this vignette for SBC 
Radio-Television Commissions, "Master Con
trol"
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Religion And Public Education:

A Positive Approach
By Sabin P. Landry, Jr.

Nothing in recent years has so kindled 
the interest of Southern Baptists in the 
relationship of religion to public education 
as the Supreme Court’s 1962 and 1963 
prayer and Bible-reading cases. But de
spite the arousal of interest, Southern Bap
tists generally have not confronted the 
problem positively. For the most part, re
action has been limited to praise or protest 
of the Court’s rulings, to expressions of 
favor or disfavor toward toward Constitu
tional amendments, and to assertions of 
what cannot be done. Comparatively little 
of what can be done has been seriously 
proposed or undertaken.

There does seem to be developing, how
ever, an awareness that modern complex 
social problems, growing secularism and the 
increasingly difficult task of Christian char
acter development demand more religious 
training for children and youth than most of 
them are now receiving, however good that 
may be.

Two legally permissible approaches 
should warrant serious study and evalu
ation as possible and proper channels of 
action.

The most population approach now being 
used in many areas is the program of week
day religious education, conducted usually 
by a group of cooperative churches and ope
rated on a released or dismissed time basis.

The released time arrangement calls for 
the excusing of pupils from school for one 
or two hours weekly, upon the written re
quest of parents, for attendance at religion 
classes held in nearby facilities. The prin
cipal advantage which accrues to released 
time over dismissed time is the opportunity 
it affords for scheduling religion classes dur
ing morning hours rather than only during 
late afternoon hours.

The dismissed time arrangement, on the 
other hand, usually provides for the dis
missal of all pupils from school one hour 
earlier than customary one day a week. This 
plan involves less inconvenience for school 
officials, but where school buses are used 
for transporting pupils, serious difficulties 
may be met in working out satisfactory 
transportation provisions for those who at
tend religious classes near the school.

Furthermore, such an arrangement may 
tend to relegate religion to a peripheral 
status and to make it an adjunct rather than 
a primary aspect of the educational life of 
the pupil.

Since the weekday religious education ap-

Dr. Landry is Associate Professor of Reli
gious Education at Southern Baptist The- 
logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky.

proach affords freedom to churches to deter
mine the kind of teaching to be offered in 
the religion classes, it is perhaps preferable 
to other possible approaches for relating 
religion to the educational development of 
students. It not only allows for the positive 
teaching of religion (by teachers approved 
by the churches) which cannot be done in 
the public school, but also an emphasis on 
personal commitment and church member
ship not possible in public education.

Since the Supreme Court has specifically 
declared the program of weekday religious 
education to be constitutionally sound in the 
Zorach case of 1952, there is no question of 
its constitutional validity. Today it affords 
to churches a positive approach for dealing 
with the need to relate religion to the knowl
edge being amassed in the classroom. It 
requires only the conviction and initiative 
of a community that weekday religious 
teaching is essential to the well-being of 
its children.

A second possible approach is the objec
tive study of religion in the public schools, 
sometimes erroneously called “teaching 
about religion.”

Admittedly this approach has aroused 
controversy, and views extending across the 
whole spectrum from one extreme to the 
other have been voiced.

There is danger, of course, that any 
matter may be oversimplified; but it seems 
fair to say that those who have opposed the 
objective study approach have done so prin
cipally on three grounds: (1) that, if the 
Bible is used, it will be secularized; (2) that 
the place for religious teaching is in the 
home or church; and (3) that doctrinal be
liefs will be distorted or minimized. Surely 
these are objections which, if valid, cannot 
be brushed aside lightly. But they would 
seem to be largely irrelevant to the type of 
program advanced by the American Council 
on Education.

The Council’s plan rose from the con
viction that, if the general education pro
gram in the public school covers practically 
everything else that is vital, yet excludes reli
gion entirely, it tends to create the impres
sion that religion is peripheral to education.

At the same time, however, the Council 
has taken a firm position against religious 
instruction—in the sense of indoctrination— 
in tax-supported schools. That is the reason 
it has so painstakingly avoided using the 
word “teach,” which might mean “indoc
trinate,” and has used instead the phrase 
“the guided study of religion” in its pro
posal.

continued on page 7

If you’re worried about being a square, or 
if you think you have to drink and smoke 
to be popular, then you’re already in 
trouble. You haven’t used your principles 
often enough to develop their muscles. 
“No” isn’t hard to say when you know 
why you’re saying it. If you intend to 
take good care of the life God gave you, 
you can even afford to smile when you 
say “no.” Don’t be sheepish about taking 
a stand on your faith. You may offend 
the crowd, that’s true, but would you 
rather offend God? Vonda Kay Van Dyke 
That Girl in Your Mirror (Revell)

I read of a man who had studied Arabic 
until he could read it but couldn’t speak 
it well enough to order a cup of coffee. 
So one may have a head full of theology 
without any testimony of actual exper
ience. Vance Havner, Pepper ’N Salt 
(Revell)

Father, help me to be the kind of person 
who will stand proud and unbending in 
all of his defeat, yet humble and gentle 
in victory. Give me humility so that I 
may always remember the simplicity of 
true greatness, the open mind of true wis
dom, and the meekness of true strength. 
In love and thanks to Thee, I pray. Amen. 
Paul Anderson in Courage to Conquer 
(Revell)

Grant me the serenity to accept the things I 
cannot alter, the courage to change the 
things I can, and the wisdom to know the 
difference. Quoted in Prayers for Patients 
(Revell)

Many things in the Bible I cannot under
stand; many things in the Bible I only 
think I understand; but there are many 
things in the Bible I cannot misunder
stand. Anonymous, quoted in The En
cyclopedia of Religious Quotations (Re
vell)
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EDITORIAL.........
The Critics Continue

They are at it again. The critics continue their 
diatribes against the church. Today churches are as
sailed for being irrelevant and for not closely identifing 
themselves with the oppressed and the downtrodden. 
From the opposite quarter churches are assailed for 
their activism and for making their voices heard in 
behalf of the oppressed and the ill-treated. Critical 
articles continually appear in various magazines of 
nationwide scope. Marshal Frady paints a jaundiced 
picture of Southern Baptists in “God and Man in the 
South” in The Altantic, Jan., 1967 issue, “The Unrest 
in US Churches” is portrayed in US News and World 
Report, Jan. 23 issue, as due to some preachers who 
have forsaken the gospel for social involvement. There 
are also the blasphemous jibes and angry gadfly buz
zings of such bar-habitue-clerics as Malcolm Boyd. 
These scold the churches for being “sinfully ingrown, 
more interested in their real estate investments than 
social poverty,” accusing them of being occupied with 
dogmatic hair-spliting rather than human justice.

Nothing new appears in this. True churches today 
are not champions of the status quo, but are preaching 
new life in Christ. New Testament churches are urging .

men to repent and believe the Gospel and work toward 
a new world of justice, righteousness, and truth.

Why is the church held up for criticism and derision? 
A high school student asked a perceptive question 
about Roman history: “There were lots of religions in 
Rome in the first two centuries of the Christian era. 
How come the Christians were the only ones per
secuted?” Well, the Christian was the only one whose 
religion threatened the way of life prevalent in Rome. 
Christians were dangerous to the paganism of the 
empire, to its cruelty, its lust, its emperor worship. The 
message of the churches threatened Romans’ pagan 
fife. That is why many early Christians paid with their 
lives for their witness to Christ. Their lives cast light 
on unWorthy gods. Inscribed on the Eddy Stone Light 
House on the English coast one reads, “To give light 
is to give life.” To be the Life of the world, Christ had 
to be the Light of the World. In His light we see 
material comforts are important only to the end they 
serve our true needs.

Jesus refused the Devil’s temptation to turn stones 
into bread. Man does not live by bread alone. If we 
create a society whose end is merely to provide un
earned bread, no man can be satisfied thereby. My 
body may be fed. But my self-respect will starve to 
death. There is need for considerateness of others’ 
needs. There is need also for work, integrity, discipline, 
and dignity.

To be merely better off is not necessarily to be better. 
Man needs bread, yes. So we should pray, “Give us 
this day our daily bread.” But this is only one part of 
the prayer. Let us not forget to pray sincerely, “Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 
Temptation hides behind many faces. A persistent 
one is to expect God or others to do for us what we 
must do for ourselves, if we be honest with ourselves 
and if we are to hold up our head in dignity.

Help your neighbor. But remember the first Com
mandment is not to love man. It is to love God. The 
second Commandment is to love your neighbor as 
yourself. None of us can love his neighbor in the place 
of God. Nor can we love our neighbor as if he were 
God. Only as we first love God Himself with all our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength, can we love ourselves 
intelligently. With this intelligent self-love, we can be 
able to love our neighbor.
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New Grading System 
Set By SBC Agencies
NASHVILLE (BP)—Three agencies of 

the Southern Baptist Convention have joined 
in presentation of a new grading system for 
church program organizations in Baptist 
churches.

The grading system, to take effect Oct. 1, 
1970, has been approved by the elected 
members of the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union, the SBC Brotherhood 
Commission, and the Southern Baptist Sun
day School Board.

The new plan of grading will affect per
sons from birth through age 17 (graduation 
from high school). Generally, the plan fol
lows grading used by public school systems.

During a meeting of the SBC Sunday 
School Board here, one of the elected board 
members said that the reception of the new 
system by most SBC churches will probably 
be like a present television commercial: 
“What took you so long.”

The new plan calls for four essential divi
sions for each church, no matter how small 
or how large: preschool division—birth 
through 5 (entrance into school); children’s 
division—age 6 (grade 1) through age 11 
(grade 6); youth division—age 12 (grade 
7) through age 17 (grade 12); and persons 
beyond 17.

Further work is being done on the grad
ing patterns within the latter division.

An example of the options available to a 
church is shown in the children’s division. 
Those age 6 through 11 could be grouped 
together in one group in a small church. 
A second pattern would have ages 6 
through 8 grouped together, and ages 9 
through 11 together. A third arrangement 
would group ages 6 and 7, 8 and 9, and 10 
and 11. The fourth pattern would have 
every age from 6 through 11 in a separate 
group.

Churches may move from any one of the 
patterns to any of the others, and may 
have different patterns for different divi
sions, depending upon the numbers of peo
ple represented in the various age groups.

The 1970 date has been set to give 
churches an opportunity to make the neces
sary plans for an orderly transition, and to 
make possible the preparation of curriculum 
materials, training helps, and organizational 
assistance.

Members of church educational organiza
tions will be classified in the following 
manner:

Preschoolers according to the local school 
system’s classification date, children accord
ing to their school grade, youth according 
to their school grade, and those beyond high 
school age, using Jan. 1 for classification 
date.

In churches with sufficient numbers of 
college students their college classification 
may be used.

Jnletpietation . .
olke Parable of the fbldet

“Now the elder brother was in the field” 
(Luke 15:25).

Luke 15 is composed of three, some say, 
four, parables. Certainly there are three: the 
lost sheep, the lost coin, the lost son. They 
were given by Jesus in answer to the Phari
sees’ and scribes’ criticism that He received 
and ate with publicans and sinners (v.2). 
They held these in utter contempt, and 
resented Jesus’ friendly attitude toward 
them. Jesus shows that they are the objects 
of God’s love. This is clearly the lesson in 
the first two parables and in the first part 
of the parable of the “prodigal son.”

But what about the elder brother? Is 
this a fourth parable or a part of the third? 
At least it is an extension of the third. In 
all likelihood it is a part of the third parable. 
In a sense it forms its climax.

After showing in the first two parables 
God’s love for the lost, Jesus continues this 
thought in the third parable. But here He 
adds another note. He contrasts God’s atti
tude with that of the Pharisees and scribes 
toward one who was a great sinner.

God (the father) loved him, and upon his

To Inaugurate
Holloway

BELTON, Tex. (BP)—Tuesday, April 25, 
has been set as the date for the formal in
auguration of the new president of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor College here, Leonard L. 
Holloway.

Tentative plans call for the inauguration 
to take place in the morning, the trustees to 
hold a meeting in the afternoon, and the 
W. W. Walton Spiritual Life Center now 
under construction to be dedicated in an 
evening ceremony.

The Walton Building is scheduled for 
completion on April 15.

Annual promotion date will be the first 
Sunday in October.

“The new system will make it possible 
for all churches to use their buildings to the 
fullest. Buildings being planned will not 
require major changes because of the flexi
bility of the proposal,” said W. A. Harrell, 
head of the board’s church architecture 
department.

Further details will be announced as they 
are worked out by church program organi
zation leaders and agency heads.

By Herschel H. Hobbs

Dtker
confession, forgave him (vv.20-24). But 
the elder brother (Pharisees and scribes) 
resented him and the father’s attitude to
ward him. “And he was angry” (v.28) means 
that he was indignant and had a settled 
enmity7 toward the prodigal son. And de
spite the father’s pleading (v.28,31-32), he 
refused to enter into the joyful feast. In 
Jewish thought heaven involved a big ban
quet. So Jesus with consumate skill drew 
the picture of how publicans and harlots 
would enter the kingdom before the Phari
sees (Matt. 21:31).

The prodigal (publicans and sinners) 
entered the banquet by grace (w. 2Iff.). The 
elder brother (Pharisees) demanded to do so 
on the basis of merit (v.29). But he did 
not enter into the feast. So for him the 
tragedy was compounded. He not only 
hated his fellowman and resented God’s love 
toward him. He also out of scornful pride 
missed his own spiritual opportunity.

It is harder to win a self-righteous sinner 
than an unrighteous one. God loves both. 
But He can show mercy only toward those 
who come to Him in repentance, confession, 
and faith.

Heart Disease Top 
Killer of Ministers

DALLAS (BP)—Heart disease increased 
its lead in 1966 as the number one killer of 
Southern Baptist ministers and denomina
tional employees.

According to statistics released by the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board, heart dis
ease of various kinds caused the deaths of 
69 per cent of 184 persons who were en
rolled in the Southern Baptist Protection 
Program. Sixty-seven per cent died of heart 
trouble in 1965.

It is the second highest percentage ever 
recorded since the SBC Annuity Board 
started keeping statistics on the causes of 
death. Previous high was in 1964 when 70 
per cent of the deaths were attributed to 
heart conditions.

Cancer continued its hold on second 
place, causing death to 16 per cent, fol
lowed by accident with 10 per cent, and 
pneumonia as 8 per cent. Other diseases 
causing one death each included: uremia, 
leukemia, brain tumor, renal failure, suicide, 
ulcer, and Hodgkins disease.

Forty-one per cent of the 44 persons who 
were forced to give up their full time min
istry had heart trouble. Other causes of 
disability were: cancer, 19 per cent; mental, 
20; emphysema, 7; arthritis, 5; brain tumor, 
4; renal disorder and diabetes, 2 per cent 
each.
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Tennessee Topics

West Union Church, Weakley Association 
has ordained Wayne Perkins as a minister. 
A native of Weakley County, Perkins ac
cepted the call to the pastorate of Tumbling 
Creek Church. Perkins has been employed 
by the Peoples Bank in Dresden. His wife 
is the former Linda Garner. They have one 
son, Jeffrey 3, months old. Sharing in the 
ordination Dec. 18 were Doyle Freeman 
of New Hope with the interrogation, Harold 
Grissom of Mack’s Grove who delivered the 
sermon. Deacon Wesley Perkins, a brother 
of the candidate, presented the Bible. Pastor 
Gaither Jones of the host church led the 
ordination prayer and presented the certif
icate.

Jonas L. Stewart was commissioned Jan. 
5 as an Honorary Colonel on the staff of 
Governor Frank G. Clement. Stewart, pas
tor of First Church, Huntingdon is president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Forest Hill Church, Maryville ordained 
as deacons Dude Allison, John Broome and 
Steve Millsaps.

First Church, Livingston ordained as dea
cons Ohio Cantrell, William N. Davis, 
Gerald W. Pratt and Bill Tayse.

BENTON—Polk County Baptists burned the note of final payment on their Associational 
Missionary home and office here Jan. 12. Known as the old Higgins Funeral Home property 
it was bought by action of the Association Sept. 13, 1962 for $8,250. Shown sharing in 
the ceremony are members of the Missions Committee (from L) Austin McClure, Brother
hood; Mrs. Roscoe G. Rogers, Library; Mrs. Walter Rogers, W.M.U.; Stanley Elrod, Treas
urer; William Poston, Trustee; and pastor Eddie Hooker of Chestuee Church, Chairman 
of the Pastors and church Conference. Other Committee members not pictured; Rev. W. 
Jasper Woody, Music; Moderator, Ernest Arms; Roy G. Lillard, Chairman and S. S. Supt.; 
Bobby Burchfield, B.T.U. Director. W. L. Shipman is Associational Missionary, succeeding 
John Hipsher who held this position at initiation of the project.

Holston Valley Association Executive 
Committee has paid tribute to the late 
Wallace Starr who served in various places 
of associational responsibility and was mod
erator at the time of his death Dec. 6, 1966. 
Starr was pastor for 13 years of Belmont 
Church and was widely known for his radio 
ministry over station WMCH from the time 
it went on the air in May, 1954. He had 
served as president of the East Tennessee 
Baptist Pastor’s Conference and was a 
trustee of the Kingswood School.

Steve Hall has been called as Minister of 
Music at North Springfield Church. He is 
the son of Rev. and Mrs. Hall, Green Brier.

Mrs. Mary Blanche Akridge Cate, 82, of 
Knoxville died Feb. 22. Among her sur
vivors are a daughter and two sons, one 
being Pastor Homer A. Cate of Lakewood 
Church, Nashville.

Greely W. Davenport began his new work 
Jan. 15 with Barfield Church, Concord As
sociation. He comes to Barfield from Ewton- 
ville Church, Sequatchie Valley Association 
where has has been pastor since July, 1958.

E. N. Pack, pastor more than 18 years, 
has announced his retirement at North 
Etowah Church effective Nov. 1, 1967.

Calvary Church, Jackson has welcomed 
Paul B. Clark as new pastor. Clark came 
to Jackson from a seven year’s pastorate at 
Northwest Church, Miami, Oklahoma. 
Former pastorates before were at Malesus in 
this state, Frankfort in Kentucky and Lan
sing in Michigan. He received the B.A. De
gree from Oklahoma Baptist University and 
B.D. Degree from Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. Mrs. Clark has the Bachelor 
of Music Degree from Central State Col
lege and the M.M. Degree from Baylor 
University. Both the Clarks are accom
plished musicians. Their four children are: 
Teresa 16, Paul B. Jr., 14; Ricky 9, Malesa 
3.

Rev. Cosby Hayes underwent an opera
tion for glaucoma Jan. 26 at the Veteran’s 
Administration Hospital, Nashville. He is 
a member of Cardiff Church in Big Emory 
Association.

The Richard L. Lusks, missionaries, are 
returning to Macao following furlough in 
the States. They may be addressed at 12 
Calcada do Monte, Macao. He was bom 
and reared in Greenville, S.C.; she, the 
former Ida Bennett, daughter of R. K. Ben
nett, a Baptist minister, was born in Hum
boldt, Tenn., and lived in a number of 
Tennessee communities while growing up 
(she considers Stanton her home town). At 
the time of their missionary appointment 
in 1961 he was pastor of Zion Church, 
Brownsville, Tenn.

The Fred L. Hawkins, Jr., missionaries to 
South Brazil, left the States Jan. 10, follow
ing furlough. He is director of the national 
Baptist assembly, near Tupa (their address: 
Caixa Postal 200, Tupa, Sao Paulo, Brazil). 
A North Carolinian, he was born in Leaks- 
ville, but grew up in Gastonia; she, the 
former Mariruth Barker, was born and 
reared in Maury County, Tennessee. When 
they were appointed missionaries in 1955 
he was educational director at Centerview 
Baptist Church, Kannaplois, N.C.

The Samuel Perkins, missionaries to 
North Brazil, left the States Jan. 10, follow
ing furlough. They may be addressed at 
Caixa Postal 43, Vitoria da Conquista, 
Bahia, Brazil. Born in Belen, Miss., he lived 
in Panola County, Mississippi, and Shelby 
County, Tennessee, while growing up; she, 
the former Betteye Williams, was born and 
reared in Hernando, Miss. At the time of 
their missionary appointment in 1961 he 
was pastor of Pleasant Hill Church, Orlinda, 
Tenn.

R. Paul Caudill, pastor of First Church, 
Memphis, and former member of the South
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, has been 
on a two-week trip to Kenya. He partic
ipated in the dedication of two new Baptist 
church buildings, one near Nyeri and the 
other near Mount Kenya which were con- 
tructed with assistance from the Memphis 
church.
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Church Literature
Prices Changed By

SBC Board
NASHVILLE (BP)—Price increases ef

fective Oct. 1, 1967, were approved for 
church literature by the elected Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention meeting here in January.

It is the first general price increase in 
Sunday School literature since 1961, accord
ing to Herman L. King, director of the 
board’s publishing division.

With the increase included, the agency’s 
literature will still be priced lower than 
comparable material of other major de
nominations and independent publishers, 
King said.

Three reasons for the change were given: 
increased paper and manufacturing costs, 
increased shipping costs, and increased labor 
costs.

Examples of the prices are: Home Life 
(a 9" x 12" monthly of 68 pages), raised 
from 45 to 55 cents quarterly; Adult Sunday 
School quarterlies, (6" x 9" quarterlies of 
52 pages), from 15 to 18 cents; and Training 
Union Group Training Guides (9" x 12" 
leadership quarterlies of 60 pages), from 32 
to 39 cents.

A major portion of the earnings from 
the program of church literature publishing 
is used to provide Southern Baptist churches 
with educational and service programs.

Acceleration of the Sunday School 
Board’s field programs of education and 
promotion is planned in order to give more 
and better assistance to churches in their 
growth and development, according to 
board officials.

Complete details on new prices are avail
able from the Church Literature Depart
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board, 127 
Ninth Ave. N., Nashville, Tenn., 37203.

FRANCHISE for family enterprise on new 
American cars & trucks. Very profitable— 
write for particulars.

Purchase Unlimited, Inc.—Detroit
13751 West Eleven Mile Road 

Detroit, Michigan 48237

PULPIT FURNITURE
No. 6001 shown, height 45 
In.; depth 20 In.; width 42 In. 
$70.00 F.O.B. Morristown.
Also complete line of church 
pews.

RUGEL MEG. COMPANY
MORRISTOWN TENNESSEE

U.S. Institute Grant
Goes To University

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex. (BP)—The 
University of Corpus Christi (Baptist) has 
been given a grant of approximately 
$50,000 by the U. S. Office of Education 
through the National Defense Education 
Act for a summer counseling and guidance 
institute for elementary school personnel in 
the Corpus Christi school system.

The institute will be held from June 5 
to Aug. 5 on the campus of the Baptist 
school here under the direction of Loyce 
McGehearty, director of testing and guid
ance and associate professor of psychology.

The institute is one of 42 counseling and 
guidance institutes approved during January 
by the U. S. Office of Education and is the 
only one in Texas.

“Religion and Public
Education”
continued from page 3

Basically, the plan calls for including in 
the public school programs religious subject 
matter wherever it is intrinsically related to 
a given school discipline.

This means that the study of literature 
should include the religious classics, on the 
grounds that school children should not be 
encouraged to read great writings and to ex
plore the motivations of authors without 
considering seriously those great religious 
movements which have influenced the 
course of history. It means that the social 
studies program should provide considera
tion of religious institutions as well as those 
related to business, industry, public service, 
government, etc., on the grounds that, if 
teachers conduct visits with pupils to stores, 
labor unions, City Hall and factories, they 
should not pointedly avoid visits to churches.

Conceded: there is a dearth of teachers 
who are capable of giving the kind of direc
tion called for in the proposals for objective 
study of religion in the public school. But 
this does not mean that teachers cannot be 
trained for the task. Already, in fact, sev
eral programs have been advanced to pro
vide just such training. Each of these, it 
would seem, warrants serious study and dis
cussion by churches and denominational 
colleges engaged in teacher training.

The point is this. The time seems to 
have come when Southern Baptists should 
move from a negative to a positive stance 
with regard to the problem of relating reli
gion to the educational lives of their chil
dren. The two proposals outlined here, one 
available now, the other for use in the near 
future, may not be final answers to the need. 
But, at present, they seem to offer the best 
opportunities for constructively approaching

Pastor Honored For
Work With Police,

Juveniles
KANSAS CITY, Kans. (BP)—Charles E. 

Vincent, pastor of the First Southern Baptist 
Church here, has been honored as the out
standing young man of the year in Kansas 
City, Kans., for his work with the police in 
juvenile rehabilitation programs.

The distinguished service award is made 
annually by the Junior Chamber of Com
merce here and it was presented to Vincent 
at the annual Bosses night dinner of the 
Jaycees.

Vincent is also chaplain of the Kansas 
City, Kans., police department, director of 
the juvenile rehabilitation program and 
youth camp director for the Kansas City, 
Kans., Baptist Association.

In making the presentation, it was pointed 
out that Vincent works closely with the 
police department’s youth bureau and that 
last year more than 70 youths were paroled 
or assigned to him. He is currently actively 
working with 37 of them.

The minister, who is 36, said it was the 
encouragement of his wife, and the congre
gation of the church that enabled him to 
accomplish these deeds with the city’s youth.

Mary Hardin-
Baylor Gets $25,000
BELTON, Tex. (BP)—A gift of $25,000 

from Mrs. John L. Harral of Abernathy, 
Tex., has been given to Mary Hardin— 
Baylor College here in the school’s “Clear- 
The-Slate” campaign to raise $575,000.

Mrs. Harral, a speech and drama grad
uate of the Baptist college, gave the money 
through the Alumnae and Ex-students As
sociation which had earlier accepted a 
$100,000 goal as the alumnae portion of the 
“Clear-The-Slate” drive.

Mrs. Mabyl Warren, executive secretary 
of the Alumnae and Ex-Students Associa
tion, had previously announced that Mrs. 
Harral would receive one of the two alum
nae awards for distinguished service to the 
college at charter day activities on Feb. 4.

The gift brings the total of the current 
“Clear-The-Slate” campaign for $575,000 
to more than $80,000, Holloway said.
the problem; and, at the least, they offer 
bases upon which debate—looking toward 
the eventuation of a program even more 
effective—may proceed.

To say that the primary loci for religious 
instruction is in the home and the church 
is one thing. But to say that both the home 
and church cannot or should not utilize all 
proper and available channels for assistance 
in the growing secularism of our society 
seems self-defeating.
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Billy Graham Raps

Modern Education
DALLAS (BP)—America’s colleges are in 

danger of “educating savages’ by seeking to 
develop minds but ignoring spiritual and 
moral values of today’s youth, Evangelist 
Billy Graham warned while making a round 
of speaking engagements here.

“The basic needs of young people today 
are not being met by much of modern edu
cation,” he charged in an address before an 
overflow crowd of more than 11,000 at 
Dallas Memorial Auditorium.

Graham was guest speaker at a Christian 
Education Convocation sponsored by Dallas 
Baptist College here.

He said in visiting with young people on 
the nation’s campuses he found a vacuum 
of religion and moral fiber developing in 
America. The only way the tide can be 
turned is through a spiritual awakening, he 
declared.

The noted evangelist was scheduled to 
speak immediately following addresses at 
two Baptist educational institutions in Texas 
to University of California students in 
Berkley.

He told a crowded auditorium of students 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Fort Worth that the California stu
dents “face problems of loneliness, guilt and 
fear of death.

“Many of them have ‘dropped out’ of

Southern Seminary 
Sets New Basic 
Degree Program

LOUISVILLE (BP)—Beginning this fall, 
the basic theology degree at the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary here will be 
changed from bachelor of divinity to master 
of divinity.

At the same time, a new curriculum struc
ture will be inaugurated to allow each stu
dent to specialize in the area of his parti
cular competence and interest.

The new professional degree will require 
three years of study beyond the bachelor’s 
degree from a college or university and will 
be the platform for all graduate study at the 
seminary.

Entering theology students may elect to 
participate in a first-year core curriculum 
built around three “interdisciplinary courses” 
in major areas of study—biblical, historical 
and practical. In each interdisciplinary 
course, a team of three to five professors 
share the teaching assignment, each bring
ing his specialty to bear upon the subject.

In the second and third years of basic 
study, each student may then elect a “func
tional major,” which will permit him to 
focus upon a specific area of the curriculum 

everything. How can I interpret the gospel to 
them?” Graham said the answer lies in the 
necessity of “preaching the cross, showing 
concern and exemplifying the victorious 
Christian life.”

Before his three days of speaking assign
ments here, Graham was widely quoted in 
his praise of Texas Gov. John Connally and 
the city of Dallas. Reacting to statements in 
the book “Death Of A President” by Wil
liam Manchester, Graham said the charge 
that Dallas is a “diseased city” is false.

“Nothing could be further from the 
truth,” he said. “Dallas is no more diseased 
than any other American city.”

In his speech at the Education Convoca
tion, Graham urged his predominately Bap
tist audience to be sure that Dallas Baptist 
College does not depart in future days from 
its concept of Christian education.

He said he is convinced the college is 
dedicated to helping meet the deeper needs 
of its students.

He was guest preacher on Sunday at First 
Baptist Church here where he said he had 
his membership.

Graham was to travel later in the week to 
a Layman’s Institute in Houston sponsored 
by a prominent Texas Baptist layman, 
Howard Butt, Jr., before leaving for Cali
fornia.

in line with his abilities and vocational 
plans.

In connection with the “functional 
major”, a new field education program will 
provide greater faculty counseling and guid
ance and the opportunity for students to 
gain practical experience in areas closely 
correlated to their academic studies.

“This tailor-made curriculum will allow 
each student to fully and rapidly develop his 
own particular talents and interests,” said 
Wayne E. Oates, chairman of the faculty 
committee which studied the degree change.

“We can thus provide Southern Baptists 
with highly-skilled specialists in areas such 
as linguistics, biblical exegesis, or preach
ing,” he continued, “and students can pre
pare to a high level of competence in many 
of the new fields being developed by the 
churches and the denomination.”

Based on their backgrounds and academic 
performance, some students may qualify 
at the end of their first year of studies for 
a new accelerated master of divinity pro
gram. The accelerated track will require the 
same number of hours, but will provide 
greater opportunity for graduate-level semi
nar work while the student is still in the 
basic degree program.

Beyond the master of divinity degree, sev
eral options will be offered to graduate stu
dents. Those preparing to be pastors or 
chaplains would study toward the doctor of

Sunday School Board
Holds Session

NASHVILLE (BP)—The Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting here approved two far-reaching 
changes affecting grading in church organi
zations and prices for church literature.

The board joined the SBC Brotherhood 
Commission and the SBC Woman’s Mission
ary Union in approving a new plan for grad
ing church organizations for persons from 
birth to ages 17. The new grading system in 
the church program organizations will take 
effect Oct. 1, 1970.

Basic to the new plan are four divisions: 
preschool—birth through 5 (entrance into 
schools); children’s—age 6 (grade 1) 
through age 11 (grade 6); youth—age 12 
(grade 7) through age 17 (grade 12); and 
a division for persons beyond 17. The plan 
is adaptable to any size church.

The board approved price increases in 
church literature effective Oct. 1, 1967. 
Reasons for the price hike are increased 
paper and manufacturing costs, increased 
shipping costs and increased labor costs. 
The last price increase was made in 1961, 
according to Publishing Division Director 
Herman L. King.

With the price increase included, the cost 
to churches of the board’s literature will 
still be lower than comparable material of 
other major denominations and independent 
publishers, board members were told.

sacred theology (S.T.D.) degree. Those plan
ning careers in research or teaching would 
elect the master of theology and/or the 
doctor of theology degrees.

In addition, a joint master of arts degree 
is currently being offered in connection 
with the University of Louisville. Other 
co-operative graduate dregrees are in vari
ous stages of development, including some 
on the doctoral level. In each, the student 
would earn both theology and university 
degrees simultaneously, with many of the 
required courses being offered jointly.

Seminary officials emphasized that the 
master of divinity is the only master’s degree 
approved by the American Association of 
Theological Schools designed to replace the 
bachelor of divinity as the first professional 
degree. The master of theology will con
tinue to be accredited by the association 
only as a graduate degree beyond the master 
of divinity.

“We are pleased that we are now able to 
allow a greater flexibility in the student’s 
program of study,” said Penrose St. Amant, 
dean of the school of theology. The new 
master of divinity degree, he continued, 
“offers a superior opportunity through con
siderably broadened elective options to al
low the student to underwrite his call into 
the Christian ministry with an academic 
program designed around his specific 
needs.”
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Big Dividends In Revival Efforts In Nyeri, 
Kenya, East Africa

By R. Paul Caudill, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Memphis

There are big dividends on revival effort 
here in Kenya. At least this is true in 
certain areas of Kenya. Here in the Nyeri 
district where I have been preaching for the 
past eight days there have been conversions 
at every service. At one church, the Kanun- 
ga Baptist, where I preached daily at 5 
P.M., Monday through Thursday, there 
were 129 professions of faith. Many more 
came forward indicating their desire to 
become disciples of the Lord Jesus, but the 
pastor would screen the number at each 
service, and the above number represents 
those who, in the pastor’s opinion, under
stood the step they were taking. They were 
individuals who had heard the gospel before, 
and whose minds and hearts had been pre
pared through no little teaching of the Bible. 
The same church baptized 125 souls last 
year. Quite obviously, the number of bap
tisms will greatly exceed that this year. At 
all the services there was an abiding con
sciousness of the Spirit’s presence, but at 
one service in particular we felt the Spirit’s 
presence in amazing power.

Although this section of Kenya is in the 
midst of the annual dry season, shortly be
fore the hour of the service arrived a gentle 
rain began to fall. Increasing in its intensity, 
the rain fell for more than a half hour. Still 
the people continued to make their way to 
the little church that rests on the hillside 
facing the west. You could see them trudg
ing up the side of the hill, shaking the mud 
from their bare feet, and apparently all but 
oblivious to the drenching rain that con
tinued to fall. Finally the house was packed, 
just as it had been the day before, and 
upwards of a 100 children and young peo
ple, with no place to sit, gathered in the 
pulpit, around the evangelist and helped 
him, sitting on the floor and packed as 
closely as human bodies can be packed in 
sitting positions.

When the invitation was given there was, 
at first, a slow response. Finally, I stopped 
the invitation and asked the five deacons— 
four of whom are former Mau Maus—to 
come and stand behind the evangelists with 
heads bowed, and in continuous prayer, for 
the convicting presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. Then the pastor and I knelt, 
and invited the congregation to join us in 
prayer, kneeling in petition for the Spirit’s 
presence.

When the invitation was resumed, there 
was an immediate response. Adults and 
young people began to move out into the 
aisles and to come forward and to stand 
around the evangelists in testimony to their 
desire to follow Jesus. Soon more than 
sixty had come forward, and the congrega
tion began to rejoice in song, giving deep 
expression to their religious feelings and to 
the joy that filled their hearts because of 

the Spirit’s presence.
Another church, only about PA years 

old, had 75 baptisms last year.
There are areas in Kenya, of course, 

where it is extremely difficult even to win 
one soul to Christ . . . areas like those 
along the coast where the Moslem influence 
is predominant. But here in the Nyeri dis
trict there is a warmhearted, gracious re
sponse to the gospel wherever it is preached.

According to Missionary Jack Hull who 
has been here on the Nyeri field since 1959, 
there is a desperate need for more evan
gelists—young men with burning hearts, 
and who stand convinced in their own hearts 
that the gospel of Jesus Christ continues to 
be relevant to modem man, and that in the 
gospel man in today’s world can find the 
answer to every critical need in human ex
perience.

The doors of missionary opportunity are 
standing wide open in most of Kenya. The 
present government has shown as friendly 
and receptive response to our efforts as 
could be hoped for. There has been no 
interference with missionary labors. On the 
other hand, government officials again and 
again have manifested an extremely cordial 
disposition toward the missionaries and their 
efforts here in Kenya.

At present, only four missionary families 
are here to serve this vast district of some 
% of a million people. Two of the families 
are in education work, and two in evan
gelism. Only God knows what would 
happen here in this area if Southern Baptist 
missionaries could come in numbers com
mensurate with the opportunity.

And what has been said of Kenya, could 
be said of many other vast areas all around 
the world. The doors are open, and the 
people are waiting for the gospel. But 
Southern Baptists continue to enter those 
doors only in token numbers!

Baptist PR Group
Creates Scholarship

BILOXI, Miss. (BP)—Members of the 
Baptist Public Relations Association voted 
here to establish a journalism or public re
lations scholarship to be awarded each year 
to some Baptist college student looking to
ward a career in church-related communi
cations.

The association also voted to increase its 
annual dues from $10 to $15 to provide 
necessary funds for the scholarship pro
gram.

The association approved unanimously a 
recommendation of its projects committee, 
which suggested the amount of the scholar
ship be $500, payable at $250 per semester

“to a senior in a Baptist college studying in 
the journalism or public relations field.”

In other action, the public relations group 
elected John D. Bloskas of Dallas as its 
new president. Bloskas is director of publi
cations and communications for the South
ern Baptist Convention’s Annuity Board. 
Elected membership vice president was Jim 
Cox, of the retail advertising dept, of the 
BSSB, Nashville.

During the association’s opening address, 
outgoing president David K. Morris of 
Montgomery, Ala., suggested establishing 
communications scholarships for promising 
students, and proposed increasing the or
ganization’s dues to take care of the expen
ses.

Morris, public relations director for the 
Alabama Baptist Convention, also suggested 
the need for publication of a quality South
ern Baptist publication like Life or Look 
with full-color feature articles on Vietnam 
and other major issues ofi the day, and the 
possibility of providing funds to sponsor a 
network television variety program for 
children.

Both Morris and another major speaker, 
Purser Hewitt of Jackson, Miss., urged re
establishment of the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s teletype communication’s network.

The teletype system, which once connec
ted more than 30 Baptist agencies in 19 
cities, was begun in 1960 and dropped in 
1965 because of increased rates and, accord
ing to Morris in his speech, “lack of par
ticipation by many SBC and state offices. A 
partial system,” he said, “just wasn’t doing 
the job.”

Hewitt, executive editor of the Jackson 
(Miss.) Clarion-Ledger, said that the SBC 
teletype network ought to be re-instated and 
expanded.

Hewitt, one of the top editors of the 
largest daily newspaper in the state, ex
pressed “concern . . . that Southern Bap
tists do not do the job they ought to do in 
the print media,” including newspapers and 
magazines.

A Baptist layman, Hewitt said that Bap
tists “are going well, but we need to go 
better in relations with the print media.”

Another major speaker, Claud O’Shields 
of Wilmington, N.C., told the Baptist pub
lic relations workers that Southern Baptists 
rank third in the amount of time broadcast 
by radio and television stations around the 
world, exceeded only by Radio Free Europe 
and Voice of America.

O’Shields, eastern representative of the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission predicted future changes in the 
broadcast media, saying transistor radios 
would become so small they could become 
a part of a wrist watch, powered by body 
heat or the sun.

In another major speech on future Bap
tist communications, Owen Cooper of Ya
zoo City, Miss., declared that the church 
cannot escape the dramatic changes that are 
going on in the world, especially the com
munications revolution.
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Primaries And Church Membership
By LaVerne Ashby

Almost 10 per cent of the people baptized- 
in Southern Baptist churches in a recent 
year were children under nine years of age, 
according to a survey conducted by the 
Sunday School Board. Pastors, parents, and 
children’s workers have become disturbed 
by the increasingly large number of children 
being baptized. “How can we be sure this 
child is Christian?” is a question frequently 
asked.

Some church leaders feel that anyone who 
comes forward in a service, regardless of 
age, should be accepted upon his “profession 
of faith.” As one pastor said, “Who am I to 
question this child’s experience?” Others 
feel that it isn’t important—that the child 
will probably become a Christian later, even 
if he isn’t one at the time of his baptism. 
One mother said, “I’d rather my child was 
a church member even if he isn’t a Chris
tian.”

Does it matter that a child may not be a 
Christian at the time of his baptism? Should 
a church try to make sure that a child is 
converted before he becomes a church mem
ber?

The second article in this series on 
Primaries and Church Membership may 
be found in the May, 1966 issue of The 
Baptist Training Union Magazine, Bap
tist Sunday School Board, Nashville.
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Youth leaders in our churches have be
come concerned about the number of Inter
mediates and Young People on our church 
rolls who give no evidence of commitment 
to Christ. Youth leaders are also concerned 
about those who say: “I was baptised as a 
child, but I wasn’t a Christian. I went for
ward because my teacher wanted me to,” 
or, “I wanted to do what the other children 
were doing.”

It is difficult for a person to admit that 
he is not a Christian after he has been 
a church member for several years. It takes 
courage to face this truth and to admit it 
publicly. Is it possible that some do not 
ever face this truth? The number of adult 
church members who give no evidence of 
commitment to Christ would substantiate 
this possibility.

But does a church have a right to question 
a person’s profession of faith? Surely a 
church is responsibile for maintaining itself 
as a church, a congregation of Christians, a 
regenerated people. If churches are to be 
influences for Christ in the community, 
church members must accept the respon
sibility for deciding whether a person who 
seeks to join the church is a regenerated 
person. If there is no decision for the 
church to make, there is no reason for the 
church to vote on each new member.

To be sure, the problem is bigger than the 
primary age group. Adults sometimes join 
the church to acquire ' financial or social 
status in the community. Young people join 
because a friend is a member. But in Pri
mary years the problem is acute because 
of the immaturity of the Primary child.

Children of Primary age are eager to 
please adults, teachers, and leaders. A hint 
from an adult is often enough to encourage 
a Primary to walk the aisle. One Primary 
girl said, ■ when asked why she had come 
forward, “That preacher wanted somebody 
to come so badly.” All that a Primary 
leader needs to do to get many Primaries to 
join the church is to say: “Betty you were 
baptized last Sunday. Tell us about it.” 
Such recognition encourages other children 
to do what their teacher obviouslv wants 
them to do.

Primary children are trying to be big. 
They want to do what older children are 
doing. They often demand the privileges 
accorded older people. They are trying to 
prove themselves to be just as good as 
anyone else. It is about this time that they 
find out that they are not already church 
members. Usually this knowledge comes as 
a result of a question like, “Why can’t I 
take the Lord’s Supper?” or, “Why can’t I 
be baptized?” Often the desire to become 
a church member seems to be based upon 
the wish to be like everybody else.

Primary children are quick to learn the 

“right answers.” One Junior boy was over
heard saying: “Anybody would know when 
to say yes and when to say no when the 
preachers asked those questions.” Children 
can even answer questions which require a 
more complete response with words and 
phrases which they have heard adults using.

Primary children usually have a super
ficial understanding of theological words 
and phrases. Words are symbols. Children 
learn to associate the symbol with a meaning 
through experience. Theological words that 
represent symbolic ideas are several times re
moved from the child’s direct experience.

Generally, Primaries know only one or 
two meanings for a word which may have 
many meanings. Take the theological word 
“save,” for example. The Primary child 
may know more than one meaning for 
“save,” depending upon his experience. He 
will probably think of “saving” money or 
even of “saving” the cake for company. If 
he has had an experience directly, or 
through stories of someone’s being rescued 
from danger, he may even know “save” as 
“rescue.”

But the child’s experience with the the
ological meaning is usually limited to ob
serving people walking the aisle and being 
baptized and then hearing someone say that 
the person is now “saved.” The child has 
little basis for giving a spiritual meaning 
to the words. It is extremely dangerous 
to presume that a Primary child understands 
adult meanings for the theological words 
and phrases that he uses.

Becoming a Christian involves making a 
decision, a commitment to Christ. The 
Primary child has difficulty in making deci
sions and sticking to them. Some children 
need encouragement to make a simple 
choice of what they will do in their own de
partment. Others change their minds easily 
and need guidance to follow through on a 
decision. These problems are normal for 
children of this age.

Learning to make choices takes practice, 
and Primaries are practicing making deci
sions every day. They are practicing deci
sion-making at a time when they do not 
have to be responsible for the results.

For example, no one would accept a Pri
mary’s serious “decision” to be a policeman 
when he grows up as his final and irrevoc
able choice. He may change his mind next 
week or the next day. This is part of the 
privilege of being a child. His parents pro
tect him from the consequences of his 
choices until he is mature enough to have 
adequate information on which to make a 
decision about his lifework.

No one would take seriously a Primary 
child’s decision to marry the girl next door 
when he grows up. Everyone recognizes 
that the child will probably change his mind 
many times as he gets to know many little 
girls in the next few years.

What is so different about his decision
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for Christ and church membership? It is 
even more important. It is full of even 
greater consequences.

Nearly every boy whose relationship with 
his father is good will at sometime choose 
to follow his father’s vocation. Suppose 
that, when he is eight, the boy does say 
that he is going to be a doctor like his 
father. What happens if the parent tries to 
make the child follow through on such a 
“decision”? When the child reevaluates his 
early decision, the results are often painful 
to parents and child. Regardless of the out
come, the real decision did not take place 
during the primary years.

Parents are even guilty sometimes of pres
suring the youth to marry the childhood 
sweetheart. This pressure usually backfires, 
too. But even when the childhood choices 
does on rare occasions become the choice 
of youth or adulthood, the real choice was 
not made as a child.

What do churches do to children when 
their early decisions for Christ are accepted 
as permanent and irrevocable? Does the 
pattern for these other early “decisions” 
lend some comparison? Do children who 
are baptized into church membership before 
they make a real commitment to Christ 
experience the same difficulties that the 
doctor’s son must face? Is there some of 
the same rebellion as for the young person 
whose parents try to choose his mate?

Baptists have been concerned through the 
centuries about the problem of baptizing 
infants and young children. We have been 
opposed to making church members of chil
dren who, because of their immaturity, are 
not capable of a personal commitment to 
Christ. By gradually lowering the age at 
which children are accepted for member
ship, are we becoming guilty of the heresy 
we condemn in other denominations?

How can we know whether a person is 
ready for church membership?

From The Baptist Training Union Magazine, © by the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Used by permission.

The article above is taken from the 
Baptist Training Union Magazine (Apr. 
1966) and is used by permission. It is 
of particular interest to those who work 
with children of primary and junior ages 
in our churches.

It might be clipped and saved to refer 
to as you attend one of the Elementary 
Workshops jointly sponsored by the Sun
day School, Training Union, WMU and 
Brotherhood departments.

The dates and places for these two 
Elementary Workshops are: 
March20-21—First Church, Paris 
March 23-24—First Church, Knoxville

—Mary Mills

FTRAI NING-UN ION DEPARTMENTS

State Training Union Officers
We present to you our State Training Union Officers who were elected at the State 

Training Union Leadership Convention and Youth Conference held in Memphis, 
December 29-30. The next convention and Youth Conference will be held this Decem
ber in Knoxville.

VICE-PRESIDENT
Lew Reyonlds 

Educational Director 
Frayser Church, Memphis

PRESIDENT 
Dr. Morris Frank 

Dentist 
Smyrna

SECRETARY
Mrs. Edward Kennedy 

Director of Office-Junior Work 
State Training Union Department

PASTOR-ADVISER
Rev. Alfred T. Royer 

Pastor 
Grace Church, Knoxville
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Attendance & Additions
Churches S.S. T.U. Add,’

Alamo, First .................................. 269 99
Alcoa, Calvary ................................ 195 83

First .............................................. 479 202
Athens, Central ................................ 185 83

East ................................................ 384 170
Auburntown, Prosperity .............. 140 63
Baxter, First .................................. 88 61
Bordeaux ............................................ 160 60
Brownsville ........................................ 618 149 8

Mission .......................................... 101
Calvary .......................................... 121 50

Calhoun, First ................................ 154 81
Chattanooga, Brainerd .................. 969 244

Central ............................................ 745 230 2
Meadowview ................................ 40 15
Concord ........................................ 469 178 6
East Brainerd ............................ 246 88 5
East Lake .................................. 498 126 3
East Ridge .................................... 719 171 1
Morris Hill .................................... 324 114
Northside........................................ 368 102
Oakwood ..................'................... 484 167 4
Ooltewah ...................................... 158 62
Red Bank ..................................... 1183 311
Ridgedale ....................................... 1193 545
St. Elmo ...................................... 383 104
Silverdale ...................................... 199 80
South Seminole ........................ 255 104
White Oak .................................. 445 170 2
Tremont ...................................... 112 32 1
Woodland Park .......................... 230 99 3

Clarksville, First .......................... 987 184 2
Gracey Avenue .............................. 238 . . 1
Hillcrest ...................................... 262 85 1
Hilldale.......................................... 189 52 6
New Providence ........................ 224 60 1
Pleasant View ............................ 285 70
Ridgecrest .................................. 13

Cleveland, Big Spring .................. 354 141
Westwood ....................................  244 74

Clinton, First .................................. 625 160
Second .......................................... 447 132

Collierville, First .......................... 348 72 1
Columbia, First .............................. 456 129 3

Highland Park............................ 330 114 3
Northside .................................. 135 62 1
Pleasant Heights........................ 203 94 2

Concord, First .............................. 342 144 2
Cookeville, Bangham Heights ... 68 33

First .............................................. 511 109 7
Washington Avenue ................ 242 118 4

Corryton .......................................... 245 103
Crossville, First .............................. 227 76

Homestead .................................. 173 37
Oak Hill ...................................... 102 52

Daisy, First .................................... 300 108 3
Denver, Trace Creek .................... 153 69
Dickson, First ................................ 301 90 2
Dresden, First ................................ 212 94 6
Dunlap, First ................................ 148 52
Elizabethton, Immanuel .............. 344 128

Oak Street .................................. 189 65
Siam .............................................. 205 89

Erin .................................................. 107 43
Etowah, First ................................ 329 97
Franklin, Walker Memorial . . . 237 116
Friendsville, First ........................ 13.5 68
Gallaway, First.............................. 148 105 6
Gladeville ........................................ 156 79
Grand Junction, First ................ 135 73 3
Greeneville, First .......................... 366 96

Cross Anchor .............................. 18 25
Second .......................................... 182 47 1

Greenbrier, Bethel.......................... 184 96
First .............................................. 353 115
Jordonia ...................................... 115
Lights Chapel ............................ 37 27

Harriman, Big Emory..................... 131 71
Piney Grove ................................ 184 63
South ............................................ 458 173 3
Trenton Street............................ 348 118

Henry .............................................. 87 49 1
Hixson, Central ............................ 370 198 1

Memorial .................................... 299 111
Humboldt, First ............................ 536 142
Huntland .......................................... 98 36 1
Jackson, Calvary............................ 458 162 1

First .............................................. 883 264 1
Highland Park .......................... 225 101
Parkview ...................................... 398 143 1
West .............................................. 798 376 1
Woodland...................................... 115 29 2

Johnson City, Antioch ................ 169 84
Central .......................................... 700 154 3
Southwestern .............................. 100 100
North ............................................ 209 59
Pine Crest .................................. 190 87
Unaka Avenue............................ 378 121

Kenton, First.................................. 220 75
Macedonia .................................. 100 89

Kingsport, First............................ 894 234 1
Litz Manor.................................. 230 70 1
Lynn Garden ............................ 455 121 3
State Line .................................. 254 150 8

Kingston, Cedar Grove................ 242 123 7
First .............................................. 391 165
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Knoxville, Beaver Dam ................ 350 138
Black Oak Heights .................. 261 99 3
Broadway .................................... 800 236
Central (Bearden) .................... 827 292 8
Central (FT C) ......................... 1184 365
Fifth Avenue .............................. 623 173
Grace ............................................ 508 204
Immanuel .................................... 386 121
Lincoln Park .............................. 992 250
McCalla Avenue ........................ 761 235
Mount Carmel ............................ 164 63
Meridian ...................................... 678 180
New Hopewell ............................ 293 142
Smithwood .................................. 685 206
South ............................................  556 196 1
Wallace Memorial ...................... 725 276 1
West Hills .................................. 393 99
West Lonsdale ............................ 417 197

LaFollette, First ............................  290 100 1
Lawrenceburg, Deerfield ............ 116 82

First ..............................................  210 66
Highland Park .......................... 311 136 3
Immanuel ....................................  130 63
Meadow View............................ 99 44

Lebanon, Fairview........................ 328 93 2
First .............................................. 579 147 1
Immanuel .................................... 472 207 4
Rocky Valley .............................. 121 49

Lenoir City, Calvary .................... 204 63
Dixie Lee...................................... 169 78
First ..............................................  465 .120
Kingston Pike ............................ 132 60
Pleasant Hill .............................. 169 114

Lewisburg, East Commerce .... 152 40 1
First ..............................................  304 70

Liberty, Salem .............................. 74 24
Loudon, New Providence............ 141 114

Union Fork Creek .................... 91 71
Louisville, Zion Chapel .............. 119 43
Madison, Alta Loma...................... 267 112 1

First ..............................................  432 93 3
Neely’s Bend .............................. 122 57

Madisonville, First ........................ 316 89
Manchester, First .......................... 327 108

Hillsboro ...................................... 36 26
Trinity ..........................................  171 102

Martin, Central ............................  384 136
Mount Pelia ................................ 139 46
Southside ......................................  153 66

Maryville, Armona .............. s. . . . 198 90
Broadway .............................. ^ . . 531 238 3
Forest Hill .................................. 163 65 1
Four Mile....................................... 118 58
Grand View ................................  227 96
Greenback Memorial ................ 87 41
Mt. Lebanon.................................. 239 123 3
Oak Street.....................................  123 78
Old Piney ....................................  131 71
Pleasant Grove .......................... 138 80
Unity ............................................ 140 99
West ..............................................  132 91
Wildwood .................................... 96 65

McEwen, First .............................. 95
McKenzie, First ............................ 344 82
McMinnville, Gath ........................ 118 39

Magness Memorial .................... 318 58
Westside ‘...................................... 36
Shellsford .................................... 182 90 2

Mt. Juliet ........................................  266 121
Memphis, Bartlett ........................ 502 210 1

Bellevue ......................................... 1579 697 7
Berclair ........................................ 836 336 3
Beverly Hills ..............................  499 167
Boulevard .................................... 262 94
Broadmoor .................................. 395 157 2
Brunswick .................................... 125 63
Calvary ........................................  251 123
Capleville .................................... 117 51
Cherokee ...................................... 981 359 5
Cordova ........................................ 119 63 1
Dellwood ...................................... 547 321 11
East Park .................................... 220 118
Egypt ............................................ 159 78
Ellendale ....................................... 405 169 3
Fairlawn ...................................... 571 272 8
First ............................................... 1381 300 3
Forest Hill .................................. 117 65 5
Frayser ........................................ 808 363 3
Georgian Hills ............................ 566 219 3
Germantown ................................ 161 61
Glen Park .................................... 354 187 2
Highland Heights .......................1174 590 5
Jackson Avenue ........................ 208 131 1
Kennedy .................................. 535 247 3
LaBelle Haven ............................ 829 297 2
LeaClair.........................................  526 259 4
Leawood ...................................... 872 296 3
Lucy .............................................. 176 112
Macon Road ................................ 273 111
Malcomb Avenue ...................... 148 69
Mallory Heights............................ 205 81 5
McLean ........................................ 552 169 3
Millington, First ...................... 540 286 4
Mountain Terrace.......................  322 184 4

National Avenue........................  385
Oakhaven ....................................  610
Oakville Memorial ....................  389
Range Hills ................................. 199
Richland ......................................  248
Rugby Hills ................................... 365
Second ........................................... 916
Sky View ..................................... 416
Southern Avenue ......................  812
Southmoor ................................... 239
Speedway Terrace ....................  686
Summer Avenue ......................... 50
Sunset ........................................... 33
Temple ........................................... 936
Trinity ......................................... 770
Union Avenue ............................. 930
Victory Heights ........................  174
Wells Station ..............................  711
Whitehaven ................................. 909

Milan, First ..................................... 453
Northside ..................................... 201

Monterey, First ............................... 235
Morristown, Alpha ...................... 172

Brown Springs .......................... 97
Buffalo Trail ..............................  167
Bulls Gap ..................................... 100
Cherokee Hill ............................. 122
Fairview ....................................... 130
First ............................................... 690
Pleasant View ............................. 179

Murfreesboro, First ......................  661
Calvary ......................................... 107
Southeast ..................................... 198
Third ............................................. 268

Nashville, Antioch ......................... 160
Brook Hollow ............................... 442
Charlotte Road ..........................  133
Crievewood ..................................  723
Dalewood ....................................... 402
Dickerson Road ..........................  433
Donelson, First ..........................  775
Eastland ....................................... 559
Fairview ....................................... 205
First ................................................1376
Carroll Street ............................. 141
Cora Tibbs .................................. 54
T.P.S................................................. 430
Gallatin Road..............................  412
Grace ............................................. 702
Grandview ................................... 375
Harsh Chapel............................... 198
Haywood Hills ............................. 424
Hermitage Hills ......................... 436
Hillhurst ....................................... 265
Inglewood ..................................... 808
Joelton ........................................... 285
Judson ........................................... 435
Benton Avenue ........................... 67
Junior League Home .............. 34
Lincoya Hills ............................... 282
Lockeland ..................................... 478
Lyle Lane ..................................... 85
Maplewood ................................... 193
Park Avenue .............................. 965
Rosedale ....................................... 188
Third ............................................. 218
Tusculum Hills ..........................  431
Two Rivers ................................... 307
Una ................................................. 337
Valley View ................................. 107
Woodbine ..................................... 548

Oak Ridge, Robertsville .............. 672
Old Hickory, First ...................... 467

Peytonville ................................... 38
Rayon City ................................... 237
Temple ........................................... 320

Oliver Springs, Beech Park .... 161
First ............................................ ; 180

Paris, First ..................................... 542
Parsons, First ................................. 215
Philadelphia, Cedar Fork .......... 141
Pigeon Forge, First .................... 299
Portland, First ..............................  359
Powell, Glenwood .......................... 337
Pulaski, First ................................. 329

Highland ....................................... 124
Rockwood, Eureka ........................ 84

First ............................................... 407
Mission ........................................... io

Rogersville, East ...................... .. . 213
Henard’s Chapel ........................  135
Hickory Cove.............................. 90

St. Joseph, First .......................... 77
Savannah, First ............................  207
Sevierville, First ............................. 494
Seymour, First Chilhowee .......... 248
Shelbyville, First ..........................  331

Flat Creek ................................... 38
Hickory Hill ................................ 40
Shelbyville Mills ...................... * 180

Smyrna, First ................................... 330
South Pittsburg, First ................  228
Sparta, First ................................... 202
Springfield ....................................... 616
Summertown ................................” 145
Sweetwater, First ................’ ’ * ’ ’ 423
Trenton, First ............................. ‘ 456
Troy, First .................................. . ’ ’ 133
Tullahoma, First ..........................  532

Center Grove .......................... ’ / 51
Hickerson Memorial ................ 59

Union City, First ...................... .. . 613
Samburg .............................. 57
Second ..........................   332

Watertown, Round Lick ... 211
Waverly, First ........................ 196
Waynesboro, Green River .... ’ 159
Winchester, First .................. 243

Southside .............. no
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SUN DAY-SCHOO L DEPARTM E NT 
__ __ ______ _______________ !__ _ J

More Time For Bible Study 
by Bob Patterson

Apparently most churches provide an 
hour for Bible study on Sunday morning. 
Many churches, however, are providing one 
hour and fifteen minutes or a total of 
seventy-five minutes for Bible study.

This varying period of time for Bible 
study we call Sunday School (traditionally). 
And “Sunday School” means many different 
things to different people, but basically we 
intend for it to mean Bible study for those 
who attend on Sunday.

This traditional “one hour on Sunday” is 
a very little time for Bible study in the pro
gram of a church, or in the life of a person. 
The average pupil of school age spends a 
corresponding 30 hours a week in public 
school. The average “man on the job” 
spends 40 hours a week earning his liveli
hood.

Another startling condition is the fact 
that Sunday School attendance averages

And God saw every thing 
that he had made, and, behold, 
it was very good. And the even
ing and the morning were the 
sixth day.

On The Moral Scene . .
By Christian Life Commission, SBC

. . . “Report on Organized Gambling” is 
the title of a comprehensive report issued 
by the National Council of Churches’ Com
mission on Social Welfare. It may be 
ordered for thirty cents from the agency’s 
office at 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 
New York 10027.

. . . There is too much sex in automobile 
advertising, according to the President’s 
Consumer Advisory Council. The commit
tee’s report asserted that “Manufacturers’ 
advertisements tend to stress sex, status, 
thrills and luxury.”

Space Age Evangelism, a new method 
proved effective at two world fairs.

For detailed information, write your BAPTIST FILM CENTER.

only about 50%. Only about half the adult 
church members in the average church are 
enrolled in Sunday School for Bible study.

Does this make a dark-looking picture? It 
certainly does not make too bright a picture, 
if the number of man-hours spent in Bible 
study in Sunday School in a week are com
pared with the time available, or with the 
total person product for which the church is 
responsible.

The fact is . . .
More time is needed for Bible study!
What are some possible solutions?

1. It would help if a full hour and a half 
(90 minutes) were set aside on Sunday morn
ing for Sunday School. Such a schedule 
would give rise to howls of dismay from the 
non-dedicated, but it would be a greater 
challenge to serious preparation on the part 
of those led of the Lord and called of the 
Spirit to be teachers of the Word.

Ninety minutes for Bible study would 
allow for a more leisurely schedule for crea
tive learning in departments and classes. It 

You don’t change the message 
...You change the method

would give more encouragement to teachers 
and pupils to make the most of informal 
teaching-learning methods, allowing more 
time for scripture-searching, discussion, and 
sharing.
2. For more time for Bible study . . . Make 
proper use of the assembly time. The assem
bly time is not the time for a “devotional,” 
but it is a time for relating the work of the 
Sunday School to the life of the church and 
a time for serious preparation for Bible 
study to follow in the classes. Regular use 
of the assembly programs provided in the 
Builder will assure church-centered and 
Bible-centered assembly programs.
3. January Bible study continues to be the 
most popular “study course” among South
ern Baptists. This reminds us also, though, 
that there are many other excellent study 
course books, giving thorough coverage to 
Bible study. Why not provide more Bible 
study courses? Why not utilize the Bible 
Survey Plan, which gives a thorough survey 
of the entire Bible?
4. For Juniors and Intermediates, weekday 
Bible study textbooks have been prepared. 
These textbooks provide excellent study 
guides and resource materials for interesting 
and serious Bible study.

There is a need for more Bible study.
There are ways to get more Bible study.
Frankly, I think we had better provide 

more Bible study, or we are going to wish 
we had. What do you think? What will vou 
do?
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Life and Work Series
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 12,

Jesus Offers
TEXTS: Mark 8:34-38; Romans 6:1-14 

(Basic)—Mark 8:34-38; Romans 6:7- 
14 (Focal).

Last Sunday’s lesson entitled “Jesus Re
deems by His Cross” calls to mind the words 
of Isaac Watts in his hymn entitled “When 
I Survey the Wondrous Cross” found in the 
final stanza:

“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my 
soul, my life, my all.”

These lines, in turn, lead to this lesson on 
consecration and dedication and call to 
mind the words of prayer in Fanny J. Cros
by’s hymn entitled “Jesus, Keep Me Near 
the Cross” found in the third stanza:

“Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its 
scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day with 
the shadow o’er me”.

And this is to be reminded that the Cross, 
from the Christian perspective, is to be 
neither an ornament nor a talisman but 
rather a pattern of Christian living. On this 
point, a consideration of the focal Scriptures 
yields the following notes.
The Precept (Mk. 8:34-38)

The beginning-point of Jesus’ precept or 
teaching here is seen in “he must give up all 
right to himself” (Phillips). This demand 
avoids all forms of asceticism as such, for 
this can lead to a subtle form of selfishness. 
But it does place self last in the scheme of 
living. It further demands the voluntary 
assumption of a cross, for Christ’s sake and 
for God’s glory. It goes on to demand de
voted discipleship to Christ. The funda
mental principle involved here is the con
tinuous losing of one’s life in behalf of 
Christ and the furthering of the Gospel. 
This notion is formulated clearly in Paul’s 
“living sacrifice” (Ro. 12:1). One cannot 
afford to gain the whole world at the ex
pense of “the cost of his true self” (v.37, 
NEB). The Christian avoids the martyr 
complex by standing true to Christ as a 
person and conforming to His teachings.

For your FREE copy of 
HOW GREAT 
THOU ART

and new MANNA MUSIC 
catalog

write to: I
MANNA MUSIC, INC.

1328 North Highland Avenue 
Hollywood, California 90028

1967—By Oscar Lee Rives

Us A Cross
The Prospect (Ro. 6:7-11)

Jesus died, by crucifixion, and rose again. 
The Christian is to do likewise, but this 
time it is in the realm of the spiritual. The 
initial act is seen in regeneration. The rite 
of baptism symbolizes the initial experience. 
To change the “form” is to risk the mutila
tion of the picture. To depend upon the 
“form” is to lose sight of the substance of 
the inward and revolutionary experience. 
The old life of sin and selfishness, however, 
is like the cat with “nine lives”—it must 
be killed or crucified again and again. Not 
that the new life will die but that it will be 
hindered and thwarted if such continued 
crucifixion is neglected. This means, among 
other things, repeated confession and dedi
cation which is best done (this writer be- 
lives) in one’s private devotions to God. The 
teaching found in verse eight refers both 
to the present and to the final end of earthly 
events. The prospect, then, for the Chris
tian is one that rules out pride and cock
sureness; just as it negates a better-than- 
thou attitude towards others. The other side 
of the admonition to be dead to sin (v.ll) 
is to be “alive and sensitive to the call of 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Phil
lips). There is of course the positive as 
well as the negative aspect of discipleship. 
To accept the cross that Jesus offers us in
volves a living and active witnessing upon 
our part. And this, to be sure, encom
passes far more than mere speech.
The Practice (Ro. 6:12-14)

To bear one’s cross, in the New Testa
ment sense, is both a daily and a com
prehensive experience. The service of the 
Christian is to be altogether voluntary and 
joyous. His loyalty will center in Christ 
supremely. He will work with others who 
are like-minded but he must avoid all forms 
of legalism. Thus he will remember Paul’s 
word found in verse fourteen that he is 
“not under law but under grace”. His min
istries will be quietly done with no calling 
attention to himself but rather to God who 
grants that grace. Others may see the cross 
outlined in his living but he will never dis
cover it for himself. In moments of weari
ness and frustration he will rest and refresh 
himself under the shadow of Christ’s own 
cross-glimpsed by the blind poet as she 
penned the words in the second selection 
given in the introduction.

A Sentence Not To
Be Revoked!

The following article is from the “letters 
to the editor” in Warsaw, Indiana:

Three months ago I saw in a court room 
and heard a judge say ‘20 years’! He was 
pronouncing sentence of my 21-year-old 
son, a punishment for drinking, gambling 
and robbery which ended in the shooting 
and near death of a man.

The sentence might have been less but 
my son took a sneering, defiant, attitude all 
through court, ridiculing every law officer 
who spoke to him. But the crowning, shock
ing climax came when the judge sternly 
asked, “Young Man, don’t you believe in 
God?” He laughed long and loud as he 
said, ‘God? Who’s that?’ Every eye in the 
court room turned to look at me.

I went to Sunday School when I was 
small and learned all about God. After I 
was married I decided to go again and take 
my children. I could not persuade my hus
band to go, but the children and I went 
regularly for a year. Then I skipped a 
Sunday. Soon I skipped two, or three, then 
we went only on special days.

Soon I joined a bowling team that com
peted on Sunday afternoons. I could not go 
to church and get ready and leave in time 
to bowl, and the bowling was much fun.

If only I had those years to live over. 
Night after night I’ve paced the floor with 
the words, ‘God, who’s that?’ echoing in 
my ears.

My son was 13 the Sunday the police 
came as I was leaving with my bowling 
bag. I waited impatiently while he told me 
my son had been caught breaking a window 
the night before. I practically forgot about 
it and went on my merry way. By now 
church was a thing of the past. The years 
went by—to end up in a court room.

When I think of the wasted years of 
‘having fun’ instead of meeting God at his 
appointed place, I am sick with shame. 
I’m trying to make restitution by urging 
others to go.

So many say they do not believe in 
making a child go to church if he does 
not want to, but how many would go to 
school if they weren’t made to go? Ask any 
child that question.”
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BLUEBIRDS AND 
VALENTINES*
By Thelma C. Carter

“The flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of the singing of birds is come” (Song 
of Solomon 2:12).

Sometimes snow is still on the ground 
when bluebirds appear. Why these beautiful 
birds leave their warm winter homes to 
come where there are frosts, chill winds, 
and cold winter nights is difficult to under
stand. But they come.

These birds feed on the first springtime 
insects in fields, orchards, and gardens. 
Their cheery songs fill the air with music.

People who welcome these birds and want 
to protect them provide homes for them. 
They cut short sections of hollow tree limbs 
and cover the top and bottom. After mak
ing a one and one-half inch doorway, they 
secure the homes in tall cedars and other 
protected tree areas.

Bluebirds are likely to come back to the 
same nesting places year after year. Upon 
their arrival in February and March, they 
stake out their nesting homesites with bursts 
of song.

Take time to study the valentines in store 
windows, as well as the ones you give to 
your friends and the ones your friends give 
you. You’ll find many pictures of these 
beautiful birds. An ancient legend tells that 
on Valentine Day birds begin their house
keeping.

Take a moment to look at the rest of the 
world about you. You will find that Nature 
is already at work, mending the torn, shabby 
world of winter. Springtime peeps out from 
dried grass and leafless trees in the form of 
lacy green foliage and tiny green buds. The 
miracle of springtime is in the making.

♦(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved)

Z FOR ZEAL*
By Barbara Andrews

Z is for zeal and also for zest. Some men serve the Lord with both zeal and zest. 
See if you can match these “Z men” of the Bible with the correct description.

ZADOK ZACHARIAS ZIBA ZEBULON ZEBEDEE ZACCHAEUS
1.............................. climbed a tree to see Jesus. (Luke 19:4)
2.............................. became the father of John the Baptist. (Luke 1:5)
3.............................. was a servant of Saul, who served Jonathan’s son. (2 Samuel 9:2)
4.............................. served as a priest under David. (2 Samuel 15:24-27)
5.............................. was the father of James and John. (Matthew 4:21)
6.............................. was the sixth son of Jacob. (Genesis 30:19-20)

Answers

1. Zacchaeus, 2. Zacharias, 3. Ziba, 4. Zadok, 5. Zebedee, 6. Zebulun

GOD’S WONDROUS WORLD 
WINTER SLEEP*

By Thelma C. Carter
Have you ever heard someone say, “I 

wonder why trees lose their leaves”? Per
haps you have asked the same question. 
The answer has to do with the “resting 
time” or “winter sleep” of trees, shrubs, and 
plants.

Among the first things to show that 
Nature’s sleeping time is near are the leaves 
of trees. They lose their green color and 
turn yellow, red, and brown. Then they 
wither, become dry, and fall from the trees. 
This happens in autumn.

Why should trees get rid of their useful 
leaves? The chief reason lies in the fact that 
they lose most of their water supply through 
their leaves. In winter more than at other 
times, trees must be economical of their 
water supply. They must drop their leaves 
so that they can keep enough water to last 
through the winter.

Trees cannot get as much water from the 
winter soil as in other seasons. Even the 
trees which send long roots deep into the 
soil, where there is plenty of water, cannot 
make full use of this extra supply of water. 
When the soil is cold, the roots are chilled 
and cannot do their work as they do in 
warm weather.

Trees lose their leaves in winter also be
cause they cannot get enough sunshine to 
make their food. On dark winter days, the 
sunshine is feeble and the days are short. 
The leaves get little chance to absorb the 
warmth and energy of the sun’s rays.

Lacking food and water, the trees rest. 
The loss of leaves is Nature’s way of pro
tecting the trees and other plants during the 
winter. This is God’s way of providing a 
rest time for the giants of our natural world.

Laughs...
The only exercise some people get is 

jumping to conclusions, running down their 
friends, side-stepping responsibility and 
pushing their luck.

* * *

A good Sunday school teacher is like an 
electrician who can take a lot of live wires 
and see to it that they are well grounded.

❖ ❖ ❖

Phil the Philosopher tells us that we are 
judged by our actions rather than by our 
intentions. “You may have a heart of gold,” 
he says, “but so has a hard-boiled egg.”

❖ ❖ ❖

A gentle old lady on a suburban bus 
watched for some time, with the kindliest 
interest, a young soldier sitting next to her. 
The fellow was chewing gum vigorously. 
Finally, she leaned across, patted him on 
the knee and said:

“I’m awfully sorry, but it simply isn’t any 
use trying to talk to me, young man, I’m 
completely deaf.”

❖ ❖ ❖

Near the end of the question and answer 
period of an oil company’s annual stock
holders’ meeting, one lady raised her hand. 
“Mr. Chairman,” she ventured timidly, “one 
thing has always bothered me since I bought 
stock in this company. When you build a 
new station on a street corner, how do you 
know you’ll find oil there?”

* * *
A plane coming in for a landing at a 

small airport thumped the runway, bounced 
high, smacked the airstrip again and 
bounced a second time. After the third 
bounce it finally stayed down. Having taxied 
to the hanger, the pilot radioed the control 
tower for the time of his landing to enter 
in the log. A quiet voice replied, “Which 
one, sir?”

* * *
Psychiatrists say it’s not good for a man 

to keep too much to himself. The Depart
ment of Internal Revenue says the same 
thing.

* * *
One executive to another: “She’s not a 

very good secretary—but she can erase at 
60 words a minute!”

Portable Electric Baptistry Heater
A Complete Package • Immersion Electric Heat
ing Element • Thermostat for Automatic Tem
perature Control • Built-in On and Off Switch • 
Protective Guard • Rubber Covered Cord with 
Safe Polarized Plug • No Plumbing or Flue Nec
essary • It is Safe • Write Us Now, No Obliga
tion. Baptistry Heater Company, Milan, Tenn.

WRITERS
N. Y. publisher wants books on aH subjects, 
fiction, nonfiction. No fee for professional 
opinion. FREE: Brochures that .show how your 
book can be published, publicized, soldi tips 
and article reprints on wrltlnc, publishing, 
contracts. Write Dept. 6-b.
EXRO SITI ON 386 Park Ave. S. N.Y. 16
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No One Attends
Indiana Baptist 
Unity Meeting

By Al Shackleford

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (BP)—The first 
effort of the Indiana Baptist Convention 
(American Baptist) to bring about closer re
lationships with other Baptist groups in the 
state met with “near failure”, according to 
Stanley Dodgson, chairman of the conven
tion’s division of cooperative Christianity.

Dodgson had invited representatives from 
16 Baptist fellowships in Indiana to a re
cent meeting, but no one attended.

The only response to his letter of invita
tion, according to Dodgson, was a letter 
from E. Harmon Moore, executive secre
tary the State Convention of Baptists in 
Indiana (Southern Baptist).

Moore, in the letter, stated interest in any 
effort toward increasing understanding 
among Baptists within the state, but also ex
pressed a hesitancy of involvement in any 
formal discussions or plans without authori
zation from the SBC-affiliated convention.

Dodgson was attempting to implement a 
resolution passed by the Indiana Baptist 
Convention (ABC) at its annual meeting last 
fall which stated “that beginning immedi
ately, we join together with other interested 
Baptist bodies to study the Biblical basis of 
our faith, particularly . . . those things that 
tend to separate us in the light of all those 
things that should unite us.”

The resolution also stated that “we are 
seriously considering eventual union with 
them (other Baptist groups) if we find during 
negotiations that the Holy Spirit is so guid
ing us.”

Dodgson made two observations concern
ing the results of the December meeting: 
(1) our inability to meet in December pre
cludes a possibility to hold any organized 
rallies early in February as our directives 
from the convention requested; and (2) we 
confront the frustrating slowness with which 
Baptists must move.

Dodgson said he did not know why no 
one attended the initial meeting since he did 
not request replies to his letter of invitation.

Another similar meeing is being planned 
for February, Dodgson said.

FOR SALE
2-inch oak pews, partially damaged by smoke. 324 
feet of pews with 9 and 12 feet variety available. 
Other damaged furniture available also. If interested 
call Ray Sadler, Pastor, Hilldale Baptist Church, 
Clarksville, Tenn.—Phone 645-4762 or write to 115 
Keith Drive.
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Baptist Hospital Group Discuss 
Federal Aid

CHICAGO (BP)—The Southern Baptist 
Hospital Association meeting here heard 
pro and con discussions on whether Baptist 
hospitals should accept federal aid, but they 
reached no firm conclusions.

Theme for the two-day Baptist meeting, 
held in conjunction with the 46th annual 
convention of the American Protestant Hos
pital Association, was “Financing Baptist 
Hospitals in Today’s Economy.”

Favoring federal aid, on the ‘pro’ side of 
the discussion, was W. K. McGee of the 
department of denominational relations for 
North Carolina Baptist Hospitals, Winston- 
Salem, N. C.

Opposing federal aid, taking the ‘con’ 
side of the discussion, was R. Earl O’Keefe, 
president of board of trustees for High 
Plains Baptist Hospital planned to open in 
the near future in Amarillo, Tex;, and exe
cutive secretary of the Amarillo Area Foun
dation, Inc.

McGee, who favored federal aid, said 
that the U. S. government is making a real 
effort to help meet the needs of people.

“We believe,” McGee said of North Caro
lina Baptist Hospitals, “that in the field of 
medical care we can work in cooperation 
with our government to the great advantage 
of the people at large.

“We believe,” he added, “that there is a 
legitimate and safe basis upon which we 
can use federal funds for the advantage of 
all concerned.”

Baptists Urge Maddox
Fight Against 

Gambling
ATLANTA (BP)—Georgia’s controversial 

Governor Lester Maddox, himself a South
ern Baptist, faced pleas from Baptist leaders 
during his first few weeks in office to en
force the state’s anti-gambling laws, to take 
a strong stand on moral issues, and to work 
for racial justice.

Editorials in the Christian Index, official 
publication of the Georgia Baptist Conven
tion, on two successive weeks urged the new 
governor to fulfill campaign promises to en
force gambling laws and uphold “morality, 
honesty, and the highest principles of Chris
tianity.”

Gov. Maddox is an active member of the 
North Atlanta Baptist Church here, and 
teaches an adult Sunday School class.

A delegation led by Louie D. Newton,

McGee told the group that the General 
Board of the North Carolina Baptist State 
Convention had authorized by a vote of 
99-1 the hospitals to apply for federal funds 
for the current Medical Center Development 
Program.

The development program, which includes 
both the hospital and the Bowman Gray 
School of Medicine of Wake Forest College 
(Baptist) in Winston-Salem, will receive 
about $11^ million dollars, or slightly 
less than one-half of the cost.

McGee said that the hospital has had full 
freedom within the bounds of its general 
requirements, without any interference in 
the care provided its patients for whom the 
hospital receives public funds for either cur
rent operations or capital projects.

O’Keefe, however, argued that acceptance 
of government money for the direct benefit 
of Baptist hospitals would force individuals 
and other entities by law to contribute to the 
support of Baptist hospitals.

“Though the taxes be paid willingly,” he 
said, “they may represent funds paid by 
people who do not believe in our cause. 
This is inconsistent with the Christian prin
ciples under which it is clear to me our 
hospitals should operate.”

O’Keefe said that voluntariness, the right 
of free choice, individual volition are key 
words in expressing God’s plan for man. 
“This is of the essence of our Christian 
faith.”

“I am convinced the right course for us 
to take is to move toward the decline of all 
financial support by the government and 
continue to seek the means for paying our 
own way,” O’Keefe said. ‘

“We continue to support the belief that 
the price of liberty and freedom is eternal 
viiglance,” he declared.

pastor of Druid Hills Baptist Church in 
Atlanta and chairman of the Georgia Bap
tist public affairs committee, visited the 
governor with other leaders of the Georgia 
Council on Alcohol Problems to seek com
mitments from him on gambling, liquor, 
and other moral issues facing the state.

Gov. Maddox told the delegate he would 
stand behind his campaign pledges in op
position to gambling, liquor and “other 
immoral forces.” He said, “I will not lie to 
the people of Georgia. I will stand on my 
campaign promises.”

Gov. Maddox also had announced in a 
press conference that he and his staff would 
begin each day with a period of Bible read
ing and prayer, and that no alcoholic bever
ages would be served in the governor’s man
sion.

Baptist and Reflector


