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“Ministering Church” Is Theme
For Religious Educators’ Meet

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (BP)—The South
ern Baptist Religious Education Association 
meeting here at the Shelborne Hotel May 
29-30 will feature panel discussions and 
addresses carrying out the theme, “The 
Ministering Church.”

Plans for the program and the agenda for 
the meeting were announced by Joe Davis 
Heacock, professor at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and president of the 
SBC Religious Education Association.

The two-day conference, to be held just 
prior to the Southern Baptist Convention 
here, will close with an address by Wayne 
Dehoney, Louisville, Ky., pastor, on “Edu
cational Aspects of the Crusade of the 
Americas.” Dehoney is North America re
gional coordinator for the proposed 1969 
evangelistic crusade in North, Central and 
South America.

The same session, carrying out the theme 
“A Church Ministering in the Future”, will 
feature presentations on projected Southern 
Baptist church programs in the future.

One complete session will be devoted to 
“A Church Ministering to the Inner City,” 
featuring testimonies from Baptist pastors 
and educational workers on inner city minis
tries, and an address by Kenneth L. Chafin,
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professor at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville.

Another session will emphasize improving 
church staff work and solving personnel 
problems, with panel discussions featured on 
the program.

The two-day conference will open with an 
address on “The Theology of Ministry,” by 
Charles Trentham, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn.

Much of the program will be devoted to 
panel discussions, group discussions and 
questions and answer periods.

The annual meeting of the SBC Religious 
Education Association is one of four major 
nation-wide Southern Baptist meetings held 
just prior to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, which meets here May 30-June 2.

Other pre-convention meetings include the 
SBC Woman’s Missionary Union Conven
tion, the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Confer
ence, and the Southern Baptist Church 
Music Conference.

Superintendents of 
Missions To Hear

Speeches on Changes
MIAMI, Fla. (BP)—The Southern Baptist 

Conference for Associational Superintend
ents of Missions meeting here May 30 will 
hear addresses on changes affecting the 
church in the cities, and the changing role 
of the superintendent of missions.

About 125 superintendents of missions 
for Baptist associations are expected to at
tend the fourth annual meeting here, held 
just prior to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion which meets in Miami Beach, May 30- 
June 2.

The one-day program will open with an 
address by W. M. Osborne, superintendent 
of mission for the Metropolitan Peoria Bap
tist Association, Peoria, Ill., on “The Chang
ing Role of the Superintendent of Missions.”

Closing address will be delivered by Willis 
Bennett, professor at Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Louisville, Ky., who re
cently completed a study for the SBC Home 
Mission Board on the effect sociological 
changes in 20 metropolitan areas have had 
upon Baptist churches.

The superintendents of missions will also 
hear an address on how to more effectively 
use radio and television, by Ted Lott of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Radio-Tele
vision Commission, Fort Worth.

D. E. Strahan, superintendent of missions 
for the Kay Baptist Association in Ponca 
City, Okla., is president of the SBC Associa
tional Superintendents of Missions.

DEVOTIONAL

Think!

by W. D. Burke, Summer Avenue Church, 
Memphis

I thought on my ways, and turned my 
feet unto thy testimonies Ps. 119:59
Here is a thinking man, turning back the 

pages of his memory. His heart is warm. 
His eyes are shining with a new light. He 
wants to share this glowing experience with 
others. He is apparently saying that he has 
made a new discovery. How did this hap
pen? The psalmist says it was the result of 
thinking. He reflected on his ways—where 
he was, what he was doing, and where he 
was headed. Evidently, his ways were not 
satisfactory to him, because he says, “I 
turned my feet unto the Lord’s testimon
ies.”

Many accidents and tragedies happen to
day because people refuse to think. Many 
are uneducated because they refuse to 
think. Many are lost and engaged in sin 
mainly by their refusal to think on their 
ways. If any individual, yea if the multi
tudes, would only stop long enough to 
think—think about their lost condition, 
about a better life, about the plan of salva
tion—many would change their destination.

The writer did not say he thought about 
someone else, but about himself. He saw 
what he was and what he could become. He 
saw the foolishness of living as he was. He 
realized he had no hope beyond the grave. 
Thinking caused him to act. His actions 
changed his whole life and brought him to 
a personal relationship with the Master. 
May we put our brains in high gear and 
become so dissatisfied with ourselves that 
we will turn to Him who can empower us 
to become soul winners for our Lord.

Vice president and host for the meeting is 
J. Ray Dobbins, superintendent of missions 
for the Miami Baptist Association here.

Sessions will be held at the First Baptist 
Church, Miami, May 30, 9:30 a.m. to 3:10 
p.m.
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SBC Ministers Wives
To Take Boat Trip

MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (BP)—Using a 
different approach from all former meetings, 
the annual Conference of Ministers’ Wives 
of the Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
here May 31 will feature a boat trip and a 
luncheon.

Program plans for the annual meeting of 
Southern Baptist ministers’ wives were an
nounced by Mrs. John Maguire, wife of the 
executive secretary of the Florida Baptist 
Convention, Jacksonville, Fla.

The program will feature a boat trip on 
the Biscayne Belle, a large air-conditioned 
boat, and a luncheon at Tony Sweet’s 
Restaurant, said Mrs. Maguire, president of 
the conference.

Bus transportation will also be provided 
from the Miami Beach Convention Hall 
where the Southern Baptist Convention will 
meet to the boat docks, Mrs. Maguire said.

Buses will leave the Convention Hall at 
12:10 on Wednesday, May 31, for the boat 
docks. After the luncheon, the buses will 
return the group to the auditorium.

In addition to the boat trip and luncheon 
on May 31, the Executive Board of the 
Ministers Wives Conference will meet for a 
dutch luncheon at Riverside Baptist Church 
here, Tuesday, May 30. Bus transportation 
will also be provided for the Executive 
Board luncheon.

Total cost for the boat trip, luncheon and 
program will be $4.50, said Mrs. Maguire. 
Tickets will be sold at the Convention Hall 
until Tuesday night, May 30.

Other 1967 officers for the Ministers’ 
Wives Conference are Mrs. James L. Mon
roe, Miami, vice president; Mrs. Elmer 
West, Mars Hill, N.C., corresponding secre
tary; and Mrs. Robert L. Smith, Houston, 
secretary-treasurer.

Forum

Baptists Discuss
Religion In Schools

WASHINGTON (BP)—A Baptist agency 
tackled the problem of religion in public 
schools during its semi-annual meeting here.

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs took no official action on the com
plex problem, but discussed factors to be 
included in a study guide on the religion in 
public schools issue.

At the October meeting of the Baptist 
Joint Committee, guidelines prepared as a 
result of these discussions will be presented 
as a proposed position.

The committee members agreed that pub
lic schools have no responsibility to promote 
worship or religious commitment.

The committee recognized, however, that 
the schools do have a role of teaching about 
religion as it is related to culture and the life 
of society.

It was also agreed that a proposed con
stitutional prayer amendment by Sen. Eve
rett McKinley Dirksen (R. Ill.) is not needed 
and could cause complications in the free 
exercise of religion.

The Baptist group felt that the First 
Amendment to the Constitution is adequate 
for safeguarding religious freedom. Hence, 
they said that it needs neither alteration nor 
amplifying by constitutional changes.

The First Amendment reads in part: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.” This provision is 
extended to the states by the Fourteenth 
Amendment.

The Joint Committee, an agency spon
sored by eight national Baptist bodies, took 
steps toward a study guide which will be 
offered to the churches as a printed brochure 
in the near future.

necessarily lost to the Kingdom of God, but 
I cannot help but feel that it is lost to the 
cause of Baptist higher education.

If this recent decision regarding Kentucky 
Southern does nothing else, it points up the 
magnitude of the crisis now facing Baptist 
higher education. From all appearances it 
would seem that the vast majority of Bap
tists in the South are not really aware of the 
issues in this crisis. This article is one 
attempt to point up some of these issues 
which we must face if this crisis is to be 
resolved.

First of all, consider with me some of the 
alternatives that seem to be open to us. One 
avenue which we could follow, and which 
Kentucky Southern has followed, is to re
lease the colleges to fend for themselves. 
This, in effect, would mean that Baptist col
leges as such would go out of existance as

The minister does have an obligation to 
relate the Christian Gospel to social 
situations in which human and moral 
values are definitely involved. But when 
he becomes a political crusader, with ex
clusive emphasis upon social preach
ments, he is one-sided, narrow, and re
creant to his basic function as a pastor of 
human souls. I suspect that many of the 
clerical and super-social zealots are mere
ly compensating for having little or no 
personal life-changing religion at all. Or 
else they are sophomoric adherents to a 
socio-economic stylism imposed upon 
clergymen by a loud-mouthed but small 
group of so-called religious leaders. A 
balanced combination of personal religion 
and socially minded Christianity is the 
soundest form of ministerial leadership.— 
Norman Vincent Peale, Pageant.

* * * *

• • • Let's Face Our Baptist College Crisis

• March 10, a Baptist college within the 
Southern Baptist Convention was lost to the 
Baptist cause forever. Kentucky Southern 
College in Louisville, Ky., upon its own 
request, was released from the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention by the Executive Com
mittee of that convention. Undoubtedly 
many factors entered into the decision of 
the college board of trustees to request re
lease and the Executive Committee’s deci
sion to honor that request. It is not my 
purpose to delve into all of the factors in
volved in this momentous event, but the 
consequences of this recent decision concern 
me greatly. It concerns me because I am 
vitally interested in Christian education in 
general, and in Baptist education in parti
cular. I do not mean to suggest by what I 
shall say that Kentucky Southern College is

Some Baptists are like eggs: they stay where 
you put them if the ground is level; but 
if it slants, they go that way.—the late Dr. 
J. B. Gambrell, philosopher and Baptist 
statesman.

On Our Cover

CONVENTION HALL in Miami Beach 
is the meeting place for the 1967 South
ern Baptist Convention, May 30-June 2. 
The auditorium seats more than 15,000, 
about the same number expected to at
tend the convention's 1967 session. (BP 
PHOTO)

Baptist colleges. They would become inde
pendent, private colleges. This means that 
Baptist colleges would be lost to the Baptist 
cause. This is nothing new in history. A 
number of prominent colleges and univer
sities were once Baptist institutions. Among 
these may be listed Brown University, The 
University of Chicago, Temple University 
and many others. I think as Southern Bap
tists we must ask ourselves the question 
pointedly, “Is this what we want for our 
colleges and our demonination?” If our 
colleges cease to function as Baptist institu
tions, this means the churches will not have 
the number of personnel which they need, 
for, it is a fact that the majority of our 
pastors, educational directors and full-time 
church workers come from Baptist colleges. 
Pure logic would tell us that it is unreason
able to allow our colleges to slip from us. 
If necessary, the personnel of the colleges

Continued on page 10
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Observations by Owen....
Soul-Winning Should Know No 

Denominational Boundaries
All Christians should give themselves 

to evangelistic witnessing to Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. Churches find their 
reason for being in carrying out the Great 
Commission which involves this. Southern 
Baptists would be happy to see all Chris
tians devote themselves to evangelism 
according to the New Testament pattern.

With this in mind, Dr. Wayne Dehoney 
answered a reporter who queried him in 
Dallas some weeks ago about the Crusade 
of the Americas. Reporter Stewart Doss, 
impressed with the magnitude of Baptist 
plans and involvement in this Crusade 
scheduled for 1969, asked if other de
nominations would be in it. When told 
that only Baptists of this hemisphere 
were, he put the question, “Would you 
welcome other denominations to partic
ipate?” Dehoney, who is North American 
Coordinator for the Crusade voiced our 
feelings when he replied, “Certainly, we 

would be happy to see a spirit of revival 
and evangelism break out in all denomi
nations.” He intimated considerable inter
est has been expressed by Southern Pres
byterians and Methodists. With some of 
these he had talked at the World Con
gress on Evangelism in West Berlin last 
fall.

When the reporter then asked, “What 
about Roman Catholics, would you wel
come them?” Dehoney replied, “Why, I 
think it would be wonderful if Roman 
Catholics would enter into an evangelistic 
crusade preaching the New Testament 
doctrine of grace and following a pattern 
of New Testament evangelism.”

Dehoney’s optimistic hopeful spirit is 
to be commended. It would seem, how
ever, from some headlines heralding his 
statement that Dehoney had given an 
official, unconditional invitation to Catho
lics to share in the organizational struc

ture of the Crusade of the Americas. This, 
of course, was not the case. Rather it was 
a voicing of the thrill non-Catholic Chris
tians would experience m such a spiritual 
awakemng in the Catholic church as 
would lead to preachmg the New Testa
ment doctrine of grace in Latin America 
in a great evangelistic emphasis following 
the New Testament pattern at the same 
time that Baptists were engaged and doing 
the same thing.

Editor Dale Francis in the Feb. 19 
issue of Catholics “Our Sunday Visitor” 
carried the Religious News Service story 
about the Crusade of the Americas as 
“Southern Baptist Invites Catholic Partic
ipation.” In editorial comment Dr. Fran
cis said:

“We think that it would be good 
for Catholics to carry on a great 
evangelism campaign, too. Whether 
it can be done in cooperation with 
the Baptists is something that would 
have to be discussed seriously.

“One of the major fields for the 
Baptist campaign is Latin America. 
There are Baptists in Latin America, 
there are unchurched in Latin Amer
ica, it is good for Baptists to seek to 
reach them.

“But if some of the things written 
in Baptist pubheations indicate the 
real direction of their proposed cam
paign, they will be seeking to con
vert those who are Catholics to the 
Baptist Church.

“It seems obvious that Catholics 
couldn’t join in with a campaign to 
proselyte Catholics from their own 
faith. If what Dr. Dehoney is saying, 
and we hope this is it, is that as the 
Baptists seek to reach their Baptists 
and the unchurched, they would be 
glad to have the Catholic Church 
carry on a campaign at the same 
time to bring Catholics to greater 
participation in their faith, then cer
tainly Catholics will welcome the in
vitation.

“Let the Baptists make clear they 
do not intend to seek to proselyte, 
let them make clear to their evan
gelists that they want Catholics to be 
approached by Catholics, and what 
Dr. Dehoney proposes could very 
well come about. The kind of a joint 
campaign, each seeking to reach 
their own and the unchurched, would
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be one that all Christians could 
join.”
Replying in an open letter to Dr. 

Francis, Dehoney, in part, said that the 
clear objective of our evangelism is “to 
bring lost men to God through repentance 
for sin and voluntary personal faith in 
Jesus Christ.” He said this involved 
preaching the gospel to the unsaved 
whether they were unchurched or “nomi
nally churched.” Our objective is “not 
to win men from one church membership 
to another” but to call unredeemed men 
to Jesus.

Dehoney made these further observa
tions :

“The cause of evangelism is 
broader than any organizational or 
denominational boundary. The mes
sage in evangelism is the proclama
tion of the New Testament doctrine 
of grace whereby sinful man can find 
salvation in Christ Jesus on the sole 
basis of repentance and faith. It 
would seem to me that we are trying 
to stimulate this kind of evangelism 
and welcome the proclamation of 
this gospel by any one, whether it be 
Roman Catholics, American Bap
tists, Negro Baptists, or stagnant 
Southern Baptists.

“Of course, the Crusade of the 
Americas is an organized program 
of evangelism planned and spon
sored by the Baptists of this hemi
sphere. But, as these plans are cry
stallized, materials produced, and 

' momentum gained, I would hope 
that we can share our vision, spirit 
and materials with any others who 
are interested in evangelism and are 
desirous of winning the lost of this 
hemisphere to Jesus Christ.

“I, personally, (not officially, 
since I certainly cannot speak for the 
Central Committee and all others 
involved) feel that there exists an 
open invitation for all (Baptists or 
otherwise) who love the Lord and 
want to proclaim the good news of 
salvation by grace through faith in 
Him to ‘come along and walk be
side us as we try to do something big 
for His glory in this hemisphere in 
the Crusade of the Americas.’ ”
The good news of God’s redeeming 

love in Jesus Christ needs to find effec
tive witnesses in all who profess to be 
His followers. Evangelism is not the

interpretation.. by HERSCHEL H. HOBBS

“Lo, I have told you” (Matt. 28:7).
This is a strange statement. At first glance 

it seems to be unrelated to that which pre
cedes or follows it. Yet upon examination 
it carries tremendous import.

The angel from heaven came to do six 
things in connection with the resurrection 
of Jesus. First, he rolled away the stone 
from the tomb (Matt. 28:2). Second, he an
nounced the fact of the resurrection of 
Jesus (vv.5-6a). Third, he led the women to 
see the empty tomb (v.6b). Fourth, he told 
the women to tell the disciples that Jesus 
was risen (v.7a). Fifth, he reminded them 
of Jesus’ prior appointment in Galilee 
(v.7b). Sixth, he said, “Lo, I have told you.” 
There is no further mention of the angel. 
So we may assume that with this parting 
word, his mission accomplished, he re
turned to heaven.

The word “angel” means “messenger.” 
He was a messenger on a mission for God. 
God did not send a man but an angel. 
Therefore, we may assume that he was sent 
to do what a man could not do under the 
circumstances.

With the Roman guard posted only an 
angel could have rolled away the stone. He 
did so not to let Jesus out, for the tomb 
already was empty, but to let the women in. 
Furthermore he announced to them the 
resurrection, caused them to view the empty 
tomb, told them to go and tell, and to re
mind the disciples of their rendevous with 
their risen Lord.

And then he said, “Lo, I have told you.” 
After that, no more. What is the signifi
cance of this parting word? A. B. Bruce 
(Expositor’s, in loco) says, “Behold I said it 
unto you [a literal translation]=note what 
I say, and see if it does not come true.” 
But the fact of the resurrection already was 
true. The meeting in Galilee they were yet 
to see. But is this the meaning?

Note that the angel had been sent to do 
what only a messenger from heaven could 
do. And it was done. The fact that the 
angel is no longer mentioned after this part
ing word is significant. Having completed 
his task he returned to heaven, leaving be
hind these women who alone at this time 
knew of the resurrection. May we not as- 

preserve and privilege of a restricted 
group. It must know no denominational, 
racial, social, geographic boundaries. 
Wherever men need faith, hope and love; 
wherever they sin and need forgiveness; 
wherever they grope in the dark, there let 
the Gospel be freely proclaimed.

}artiriQ \^ord

sume, therefore, that, in effect, the angel’s 
final words have the following meaning.

“My work is done. I leave the further 
telling of the story of the resurrection in 
your hands.” Yes, in theirs, and in the 
hands of all others who should hear and 
believe.

Jesus had committed the gospel to His 
people (Matt. 16:19). He will yet commis
sion them to tell the story of God’s redemp
tive love and power to all the earth. He 
committed the gospel to redeemed human 
beings, not to angels. God did all that man 
could not do for his salvation. But God 
does not will that by some angel’s crusade 
to preach the gospel. That redeemed man 
can do; that redeemed man is charged to 
do.

“For necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe 
is unto me, if I preach not the gospel” (I 
Cor. 9:16).

• • • Prayer, Care, and Caution in Selecting 
SBC Vice-Presidents

• For the third time in a little more than 
a decade, the Southern Baptist Convention 
will be meeting in the Miami, Florida area. 
We are certain that there are several well 
qualified men from that area who could 
serve our convention well as a vice-presi
dent. However this writer for one feels that 
it is time that we get away from the idea 
that just because we are meeting in the area 
we have to honor a brother from that area 
by electing him a vice-president. We should 
keep in mind that there are men in areas 
which could never accommodate the con
vention who are worthy of these offices also.

We should keep in mind that the vice- 
president is just a heart-beat away from the 
presidency and that as much prayer, care, 
and caution should be taken in electing him 
as that of our president. We should stop 
honoring the convention city by electing one 
of it’s men, just because we are meeting 
there. When we make our nominations and 
cast our ballots, we should invision the vice- 
president as president, for sooner or later, 
brethren, this is going to happen.

Finally, wouldn’t it be good to have 
somebody on the program from the Last 
Baptist Church of Po-dunk Hollow, that 
nobody has ever heard of.......... just for a 
change?—Bill H. Lewis, pastor, Castlewood 
Baptist Church, Vallejo, California
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Tennessee Topics
Weakley County Association—Dresden 

Church voted to send Pastor Raymond A. 
Boston, to South Africa to help in an evan
gelistic crusade in .September. Pleasant 
Grove No. 1 has installed new carpets in 
the aisles and across the front of the audi
torium. New Hope Church is tearing down 
its old building and will erect a new and 
modern house of worship. Corinth Church 
is erecting a new educational building and 
installing a new baptistry. Beech Springs 
Church voted to install a new central heat
ing and air-conditioning unit. Old Bethel 
Church installed new pews and pulpit stand 
and refinished the floors of the auditorium. 
Palmersville Church is installing new central 
heating and air-conditioning unit. Weakley 
Association was saddened in January in the 
death of its treasurer, Charles H. Erwin. He 
was a retired pastor and active in the as
sociation. Charles Bailey is the new pastor 
of Liberty and Oak Grove No. 1 Churches. 
Ruthville Church voted to build new educa
tional space. Mack’s Grove Church organ
ized a Training Union. Pleasant View 
Church installed carpeting in the aisles and 
across the front of the auditorium. Moore’s 
Chapel Church redecorated the outside of its 
building. Adams Chapel Church ordained 
Charles Washburn to the ministry. He has 
been called to Bogota Church in Dyer As
sociation. Robert L. Newman has completed 
25 years as missionary among five associa
tions in Tenn: Western District, Dyer, 
Beulah, Madison-Chester, Lawrence and 
Weakley, where he is now serving.

Douglas Brewer, who has been pastor of 
First Church, Emory, Tex., resigned to 
accept the pastorate of Poplar Heights 
Church, Jackson. He is a graduate of South
western Seminary.

Tennessee Baptist Foundation

Provides 
a way to practice a 

Full Stewardship

Make A Gift 

Establish A Trust 

Prepare A Christian Will 

for information contact 
HENRY J. HUEY 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
1812 Belmont Boulevard 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Two Tennessee students at Carson-New
man College have been awarded honorable 
mention by the Woodrow Wilson National 
Fellowship Foundation. They are Charles 
David Bass, son of Dr. and Mrs. W. W. 
Bass, Jefferson City, and Sara J. Lee, daugh
ter of Mrs. Thelma B. Lee, Kingsport. They 
will be in line for fellowships and grants for 
graduate studies from the colleges and uni
versities throughout the nation.

Homer M. Robertson, pastor of Clarks
ville’s Gracey Avenue Church from August, 
1961 to July, 1965, has been called by First 
Church, Melbourne, Ark. to serve as full- 
time evangelist from that church. He has 
recently been serving as missionary in the 
Big Creek and Rocky Bayou Associations in 
Ark.

Rosedale Church, Nashville, closed a re
vival Mar. 12 with 35 additions upon pro
fession of faith and one by letter. Hiram 
LeMay of Rugby Hills Church, Memphis, 
was the evangelist. Charles W. Smith is pas
tor.

Union Association—Keith Page resigned 
as pastor of Gum Springs Church. Cos H. 
Davis, Jr., a former pastor, will serve as 
interim while preparing to enter New 
Orleans Seminary in June. H. D. Knight 
accepted the pastorate of First Church, 
Spencer, and will live on the field. He 
formerly served as superintendent of mis
sions in both Union and Central Associa
tions.

Hardeman County Association—First 
Church, Bolivar, is equipping its kitchen 
according to the original building plans. 
Essary Springs has new pulpit furniture. 
Grand Junction has rebuilt and beautified 
the pastorium. T. C. Pitman begins as pastor 
Apr. 2. Hornsby installed wall-to-wall car
peting in the auditorium. New Union is 
planning to build a new educational unit. 
Saulsbury remodeled auditorium, built new 
Sunday school rooms and installed central 
heat and air-conditioning. Toone congrega
tion plans to move into its new building as 
soon as grounds are graveled and paved. 
Walnut Grove voted to build a new educa
tional unit.

Pastor Harry F. Nichols of Rocky Valley 
Church, Lebanon, reports a youth revival led 
by a team from Belmont College. Danny 
Aleshire, pastor of Holly Grove Church in 
Concord Association, was the evangelist; 
Phil Bush, song leader; and Gayle Barrett, 
pianist. There were a number of rededica
tions and five professions of faith. Andy 
Smith, another Belmont student, surrendered 
for full time Christian service.

Twelve-year-old Graceland Church, 
Whitehaven, dedicated its new sanctuary 
Mar. 12 and held open house in the after
noon. W. Fred Kendall of Nashville was 
guest speaker for the occasion. Bill Wade 
of the Chicago Bears Football team was 
speaker for Youth Night Mar. 16. J. Ralph 
McIntyre of Chattanooga came as evangelist 
for special services beginning Mar. 19. The 
Graceland membership since 1954 has 
grown to more than 1300. E. Lowell Adams 
is the pastor.

First Church, St. Joseph, was led in a 
week end revival by Paul Mason of Law
rence County and a senior at Union Univer
sity. Pastor Abbie Thibodeaux says that he 
helped to prepare our hearts for greater 
service in the growing church of which we 
are all so proud.

Bledsoe-New Salem Associations—Cot
tontown purchased a bus to use in the 
church activities. First Church, Hartsville, 
conducts a radio program each Sunday 
morning, 8:30-9:00, over Radio Station 
WJKM, Hartsville. Emory Register is pas
tor. The floors of the Sunday school class
rooms have been tiled and the church office 
carpeted. New furniture has been purchased 
for the elementary departments. The new 
addition to New Hope Church has been 
completed. The project cost about $12,000. 
Jim Pollard is pastor. First Church, Port
land, purchased three lots in South Portland 
for the mission started last August. Two 
houses located on the lots are used for wor
ship and classrooms. The property cost 
about $10,000. O. J. Wood is mission pas
tor and Richard D. Patton is pastor at Port
land. Station Camp has installed new pews. 
V. R. Butler is pastor. Larry Ellis was or
dained to the ministry at Lancaster Church, 
Feb. 5. Ellis is pastor of the Lancaster 
Church.

Services for Oscar C. Carter, 78, of Mem
phis were held Mar. 14. He was injured 
Mar. 7 when his car went out of control, 
striking a concrete retainer wall. He died 
Mar. 11. An active Baptist he had served in 
places of leadership at Lamar Heights, Pres
cott Memorial and Whitten Memorial 
Churches during the years.

J. L. (Jim) Galbreath, 95, member of 
Union Hill Church, Goodlettsville, for 79 
years died recently. He had been a deacon 
for more than 50 years and taught a Sunday 
school class for many years.

D. M. Laws of Johnson City died Mar. 
16. He had been a deacon in Central 
Church, Johnson City, and previously served 
in that capacity in First Church, Elizabeth
ton. He was identified with the area’s busi
ness and educational life.
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Storer Announces 
Foundation 
Retirement

NASHVILLE (BP)—J. W. Storer, 82, 
executive secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Foundation here for the past 11 years, an
nounced his plans to retire as soon as a 
successor has been chosen.

Storer, former president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, made the announcement 
during the annual meeting of the Founda
tion’s board of directors here.

The Foundation accepted Storer’s resig
nation with deep regret. It elected a new 
chairman, L. B. Stevens, owner of an invest
ments company based in Nashville, and 
authorized appointment of an advisory com
mittee to utilize the experience and talent of 
members rotating off the board.

Stevens succeeds Stirton Oman, owner of 
a world-wide construction company with 
offices in Nashville who has served as chair
man for 11 years.

Storer in 1956 succeeded T. L. Holcomb 
as the third executive secretary of the 
Foundation which was charted in 1947.

Tennessee Topics
King Thetford began his work as pastor 

of First Church, Waynesboro, Mar. 2. He 
was educated at Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy and Union University. Before 
going to Waynesboro, he served an eleven 
year pastorate at Hillcrest Church, Jackson.

Recent steps of progress at First Church, 
Tracy City, include buying a new Hammond 
Organ, paying off the building note Jan. 1, 
and installation of new pews on Mar. 11. 
George L. Adams is supply pastor.

James J. Taylor, 78, died Feb. 26. Tay
lor’s family was among Polk County’s earli
est settlers. For more than 50 years he 
served as a deacon of First Church, Benton, 
where his great-grandparents had been char
ter members in 1836.

John W. Lindsay, minister for the past 54 
years died Mar. 18 at Kingston Pike Nurs
ing Home, Knoxville. He was 84. Services 
were held Mar. 21 at Longfield Church, 
Clinton Association, where he was a mem
ber. Ronald Guthrie officiated.

Mrs. Lucille Caldwell, mother of Mfrs. 
Marcus C. Reed, missionary to Israel, died 
Mar. 18 in Knoxville, Tenn. Mrs. Reed, the 
former Ruth Caldwell, may be addressed 
Baptist Village, Mobile Post, Central Sharon, 
Israel.

STORER TO RETIRE: The executive secretary 
of the Southern Baptist Foundation, J. W. 
Storer, announced recently plans to retire as 
soon as a new executive for the Foundation can 
be selected. Storer is a former president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and for 25 years 
was pastor of the First Baptist Church, Tulsa, 
Okla. (BP PHOTO)

Record Reviews
The Great Banquet, Koinonia Records, 

Box 1476, Evanston, Ill., is a LP 3314 RPM 
microgroove record, $3.50. With Georgia 
drawl Clarence Jordon narrates four Biblical 
parables in contemporary setting. He brings 
to bear on county-seat town and respectable 
America the incisive truths of Lk. 14:12-24; 
Mt. 18:21-35; Lk. 12:13-21; and Mt. 
25:14-30.

Behold I Stand at the Door and Knock 
and Run Sheep Run another 45 rpm time 
record by Stuart Hamblen carrying the Voss 
label presents the sin of procrastination in 
folksong and the dilemma of being a slave 
to the present moment’s urgency.

New Books
The Instant Bible by Fred M. Wood; Zon- 

dervan; 128 pp.; paper; $1.00. An easy-to- 
read summary in layman’s language of the 
greatest Book ever written.

Your Bible by Louis Cassels; Doubleday; 
267 pp.; $4.95. What it is; How to read 
it; Why it’s the greatest of all books; Where 
to find it’s treasures; A uniquely logical plan 
for reading the Bible.

The Many Faces of Ethyl by William S. 
Garmon; Broadman; 128 pp.; $1.50. The 
disturbing problem of beverage alcohol.

Cooperative Program 
Day

April 16, 1967

By William H. Pitt, Sr.

Most of us like to celebrate special days— 
birthdays, Christmas, Thanksgiving, Mo
ther’s Day and many others. Each such day 
has special meaning and purpose. More and 
more COOPERATIVE PROGRAM DAY 
is becoming a meaningful celebration for 
Tennessee Baptists. Each year more people 
participate as more churches observe this 
special day.

A Day of Appreciation
Each of us who knows Jesus Christ as 

Saviour can express our gratitude to Him 
for calling us out of darkness into His won
derful light. We can thank God for the 
privilege of sharing our Christ with others 
and voice our appreciation for fellow-work
ers in our own churches and throughout the 
world. Those who serve and those who are 
served can count their blessings on this 
special day.

A Day of Information
A basic purpose of Cooperative Program 

Day is to provide information concerning 
the work each church does for Christ by 
cooperating with sister churches. In Sunday 
School, worship services, and Training 
Union, church leaders can inform their 
people through messages, tracts, posters, 
audio-visuals, assembly programs, discus
sion and personal testimony.

A Day of Inspiration
Cooperative Program Day is a time to 

inspire our people with the magnitude of our 
task. God allows us to be a part of His 
redemptive work. Pastors can bring God’s 
message—His promise to be with us as we 
go preaching, teaching, and witnessing to 
the uttermost part of the earth.

A Day of Dedication
Cooperative Program Day is an appro

priate time to review and renew our com
mitment to the Lordship of Christ. He is 
our Lord! His last words commissioned His 
followers to carry His message of redeem
ing love to every creature in every place. It 
is not optional—it is imperative!

No individual, no one church, no single 
institution can accomplish such a gigantic 
assignment-and yet we must! By pooling our 
resources of prayer, love, concern, person
nel, and gifts, we can do together what no 
one can do alone. Under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit Our Cooperative Program 
is the best method of working together we 
have ever found.

On Cooperative Program Day let us dedi
cate ourselves anew . . .

to His Lordship in our personal lives;
to bringing His tithes and our Offerings 

into His storehouse;
to increased sharing of our resources 

through
Our Cooperative Program
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The Pulpit Committee Of A 
Baptist Church

By Thomas L. Lewis

Frequently there come such questions as: 
“How to select a pulpit committee?” “What 
are the functions of a pulpit committee?” 
“What procedure does a pulpit committee 
follow?”

The purpose of this article is to present 
briefly some suggestions to help a layman 
(man or woman) who, for the first time, per
haps, finds himself on the pulpit committee 
of a Baptist church.

Pulpit Becomes Vacant
When the pulpit becomes vacant, a pulpit 

committee should be elected or appointed by 
the church. This committee must be chosen 
carefully after much prayer. The committee 
is not a “compromise” group, but rather a 
group which God is leading the church to 
choose. Failure to choose qualified persons 
who love the Lord and His church is often 
the biggest mistake made. Many churches 
have found it wise to elect or appoint either 
three, five, seven, or nine members, depend
ing upon the size of the church. The above 
suggested number not only will permit the 
leadership of the church to be on the com
mittee, but also means that transportation 
can be confined to two cars when it is neces
sary for the committee to travel. (A commit
tee can be too large as well as too small.)

Pulpit Committee Needs to Organize
The church or the pulpit committee may 

select the chairman, vice chairman, and 
secretary. These must be spiritual individuals 
who are not afraid of hard work.

The pulpit committee will need to have 
regular meetings when every member can 
be present. One should decline to serve on 
this committee if he or she cannot attend the 
committee meetings. The committee must 
function as a unit. Wise is a committee that 
determines guidelines for itself. The rest of 
this article will be used to suggest some 
guidelines.

The Interim Pastor
The pulpit committee may or may not 

have the responsibility of securing an “in
terim pastor” (supply preacher). In larger 
churches a “pulpit supply committee” is 
often elected or appointed.

The interim pastor should be the same 
person for each Sunday. Experience has 
taught the expediency of securing an interim 
pastor instead of having a different preacher 
each Sunday to supply the pulpit. The in
terim pastor should be a person not in
terested in becoming the pastor of the 
church. The non-interested interim pastor 
may be found among retired ministers, de

Mr. Lewis is superintendent of missions 
for Madison-Chester Association, Jackson, 
Tenn.

nominational leaders (both state and south
wide), Baptist college presidents and teach
ers. Some associations permit the superin
tendent of missions to serve as interim 
pastor.

The statement was made to the writer: 
“We secured an interim pastor and thought 
we were careful in doing so; but he has now 
decided he is interested in being called by 
the church as its new pastor. As a pulpit 
committee, we do not believe he is the man 
for our church; however, the committee may 
not now get the opportunity to present the 
name of any other man.” And the commit
tee didn’t!

A preacher not interested in being called 
as pastor of the church can be used of the 
Lord in a marvelous way as he ministers, 
preaches, and gives guidance to both church 
and pulpit committee.

Seek the Lord's Man
This cannot be done if one is looking for 

his former pastor, necessarily, or a radio 
preacher, or a previous revival preacher. 
God calls certain men to do definite tasks 
that need to be done. Different men have 
different abilities, and different churches 
have special needs. One man may be a 
builder, another an organizer, or another a 
strong preacher. Perhaps the man may be 
especially adept in his pastoral ministry. 
God knows the need of the church, and has 
a man for every need.

The task of the pulpit committee is to 
pray, investigate, and work at the job of 
securing God’s man to meet their spiritual 
needs.

Consider One Man at a Time
All the races conducted are not on the 

drag race strips, dog race tracks, and the 
race horse tracks. Many of our churches 
are conducting “preachers’ races.”

Decide at the very first that you will seek 
out God’s man and present him to the 
church. God’s man isn’t in competition with 
anyone but himself—to be a better Chris
tian. The committee should seek the best 
man God will let them have—the best man 
whose economical needs they can meet.

Secure Prospective Pastor's Name
Accept names of men from Southern 

Baptist pastors, Baptist schools, denomina
tional leaders, and Baptist laymen. It is 
important to know that the person sug
gesting the prospective pastor is, himself, 
a Southern Baptist.

It is considered poor taste or bad minis
terial ethics for a prospective pastor to 
recommend himself. A person recommend
ing himself should usually be regarded as a 
poor prospect.

Investigate the Prospective List

1. Check with denominational leaders, 
pastors, bankers, laymen, and other business
men as to the qualifications of your 
prospect.

2. The committee could write the pros
pective pastor and ask him if he felt like he 
could leave his present field of service; if so, 
then would he write a biographical sketch 
of himself. Suggestions for a biographical 
sketch could be:

Name
Church
Address
Native State
Date of Birth
Family Background: place of childhood 

residence
Educational Background: College, seminary, 

degrees, honors, etc.
Pastoral Experience: Churches and years of 

service (Statistics of present church; note 
any church building experience)

Any Other Experiences, skills or professional 
training of interest to a church

Denominational Responsibilities, writings, etc.
Civic and cultural activities
Hobbies
Wife’s education and activities
Children and ages
References: at least two pastors and a bank

Such a contact as the above will keep a 
pulpit committee from visiting preacher after 
preacher who is not interested in moving. If 
your prospective pastor returns to you the 
biographical information then you can start 
praying, studying, and investigating.

3. What is his age? Remember that a man 
has not committed the “unpardonable sin” 
by becoming fifty years of age. Many a 
church is finding mature leadership in a 
senior pastor. The student pastor has proven 
successful. Of course, there is a larger 
group of men in their prime from which to 
select.

It is far more important to know a man’s 
spiritual maturity than it is to know his 
chronological age.

4. Is he a spiritual leader?
5. Is he doctrinally sound?
6. What is his educational background? 

The ministry calls for preparation. If at 
all possible, this should be formal prepara
tion as comes from attending school. How
ever, it may be self-preparation where one 
studies without guidance. The real question 
is whether or not this man will keep on 
preparing himself by hard study.

7. How long has he been at the present 
church, and what was the tenure at his 
previous pastorates? If he is without a pas
torate, then why is he without a church? If 
the prospective pastor is a ministerial student 
and has never served as a pastor, it is always 
wise to ask: is he ready for a church?

8. What is his attitude toward a Southern 
Baptist program? Unfortunately, this attitude

Continued on next page
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WMU Meeting Will
Feature Jo Helton

Tennesseans should be justly proud of 
Miss Jo Helton, native of Jackson, who co- 
stars in the Logos Corporation motion pic
ture production of “Bill Wallace of China.” 
She will speak at the Friday evening session, 
Apr. 21, of the Tennessee WMU Annual 
Meeting at Brainerd Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga.

The picture shown was used in The Jack- 
son Sun recently. Miss Helton has been 
featured in various stage plays in New York. 
Later in Hollywood she played feature roles 
in television, including “Gun Smoke,” ‘Dr. 
Kildare,” and others.

About a year ago she relinquished a 
promising career as an actress for another— 
that of being a juvenile rehabilitation work
er. This she has been interested in for sev
eral years. She returned to Tennessee and 
is presently enrolled in the graduate school 
at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

It was Mrs. Gregory Walcott, wife of the 
actor-producer of the Bill Wallace picture, 
who after reading the draft of the screen 
play by Douglas Green suggested that Jo 
Helton would be perfect as nurse, Everly 
Hayes. Walcott said no one else was con
sidered for the part. Mr. Walcott said, 
“She seized the character of Everly Hayes

Jo Helton Co-Stars in “Bill Wallace of China"

with perception and sensitivity.” Miss Hayes 
is still serving under the Foreign Mission 
Board in Kediri, Indonesia. It was she who 
was with Dr. Bill Wallace, a native of Knox
ville, our own modern day hero martyr who 
died at the hands of the Communists.

Miss Helton is just home from Hong 
Kong where most of the movie was filmed. 
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Jeter of Jackson.

—Mary Mills

must be gotten from someone other than the 
preacher, himself. Many an “honest” soul 
will say he is a Southern Baptist, but his 
doctrine and policy are foreign to Southern 
Baptists.

There seems to be an ever-increasing 
number of non-Southern Baptist preachers 
enrolling in Southern Baptist schools. This 
has been, and is, misleading to churches.

9. Can he work with people?
10. Is he morally clean?
11. Does he live within his financial 

means? Will he pay his debts? Churches are 
finding it wise to run credit references on 
prospective pastors. Remember that a pas
tor can’t pay with that which he does not 
have. It is the spiritual obligation of a 
church to pay a respectable salary. A church 
should not call a pastor if they cannot meet 
the financial needs of his family.

12. Is he a good preacher, organizer, 
builder, pastor? That is, where is he strong, 
and where are his weak points?

After checking the above-mentioned areas 
as well as others which come to your atten
tion, then you are prayerfully ready to 
choose one man for further investigation.

Talk To or Write Your Chosen Man
1. Does he feel the work to which he was 

called in his present pastorate is about 
finished? Or, if he is without a church, is he 
interested in becoming a pastor?

2. Discuss frankly your church with him. 
Tell him about your church fellowship, its 
organizations, the possibilities, any plans for 

the future, the financial status and pastor’s 
salary (can your church pay enough for him 
to meet his financial obligations, etc.?). 
Are there any special problems that the 
church may have?

Hear Him Preach
This can be done by the members of the 

pulpit committee going to the prospective 
pastor’s present church, or by inviting him 
to your church for a sermon. (It is often the 
practice to use both of these methods.) He 
can preach the famous “trial sermon” and 
look over your field. (Many churches are 
finding it better to invite the prospective 
pastor to look over the field before he 
preaches.)

Experience has taught Baptists that one or 
two sermons is a poor basis on which to call 
a pastor; therefore, investigation is neces
sary.

By now you have already made thorough 
inquiry concerning him (and he probably 
knows more about your church than you 
do!).

Time to Pray
No specific length of time can be 

designated, but it is best after a period of 
prayer on the part of the church for the 
pulpit committee to write or call and ask 
the minister for permission to present his 
name to the church on a given date. If the 
preacher still feels the Lord is leading, he 
will give the pulpit committee chairman per
mission to submit his name as prospective 
pastor; or he will ask for a longer time to 

pray. The latter does not mean necessarily 
that he will accept, but does show that he 
has genuine interest.

The writer has known of several situations 
where a pulpit committee has asked a 
prospective pastor to pray about the matter, 
that they would be contacting him. Pastors 
have said that after twenty or twenty-five 
years they are “still praying,” because the 
committees never contacted them! Be fair; 
when either the church or pastor does not 
feel that God is leading them make it known 
to each other.

The Call
The “call” should have been discussed 

with the deacons, pulpit committee, and 
prospective pastor when he visited the 
church field. The writer has found it help
ful to write out the call and read it to the 
church. For example: (1) Give the prospec
tive pastor’s name and address; (2) State 
whether or not church is to furnish home, 
rent home, or give housing allowance; (3) 
State whether the church will furnish utili
ties and/or car expense; (4) State length 
of pastor’s vacation time and whether he or 
the church will pay the supply preacher; (5) 
State whether or not the church will pay on 
Southern Baptist Protective Plan; (6) State 
number of revivals he is allowed away from 
the church field; (7) Etc.

A written call seems to help make things 
clear and can be understood better. Often

Continued on page 13
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Forum
Continued from page 3 

should be changed completely if it is their 
intention to separate the college from the 
denomination. Despite the fact that some of 
our colleges, if released, might fare better 
financially, the vast majority of them have 
not distinguished themselves enough to at
tract large monies from foundations or other 
philantropic concerns.

The second alternative is to go on as we 
are, within our own existing framework, 
with little or no modification. This, in effect, 
amounts to a slow death. We can continue 
to refuse federal aid, either in loans or 
grants, living on doles from our conventions, 
upping tuition as we can, and perhaps run
ning the risk of pricing ourselves out of 
existence. Or we could limit our enrollment 
and our curriculum offering and be content 
to remain small institutions which increas
ingly serve a smaller percentage of the col
lege enrollment of the nation. Once again 
we must ask ourselves, “Is this what we 
want?” If the present provisions for support 
of the colleges continue, will we be content 
to be second-rate or third-rate institutions?

The third and last alternative which I 
think is open to us is to keep our institutions 
and seek additional sources of financial 
support. It is time, yea even past time, for 
Baptists to face up to the real world of 
higher education in which we are seeking to 
compete. The federal government is now in 
higher education and, like it or not, we must 
face it. Case after case could be cited where 
church colleges of other denominations are 
leaving Baptist colleges behind because Bap
tist colleges have relied, almost exclusively 
in some cases, upon the Cooperative Pro
gram, tuition, and other meager sources 
apart from government assistance. The 
Cooperative Program unquestionably has 
been the lifeblood of many of our institu
tions, but is it not probable that we have 
relied too heavily on it, and thus left un
tapped other sources of revenue which we 
desperately need? This question we must 
face!

What then should we do in the face of 
this crisis? What I am going to say is simply 
one man’s opinion, but in defense of it, I 
will say that I have thought about it deeply 
and studied the questions as thoroughly as 
time and resources would allow. Here are 
some of my conclusions:

1. We must face the fact of the necessity 
of change within our institutions if we are 
to maintain them at all. We cannot go on 
as we are, with our heads buried in the 
sands, endlessly debating about church and 
state while our institutions fall increasingly 
behind others.

2. We must face the fact that absolute 
control by the denomination of the colleges 
without any interference from external 
powers such as accrediting agencies, the 
state or the federal government, is impos
sible to achieve. If we are to be in the game 

of higher education, we must play by the 
rules which we did not make and which we 
are relatively • powerless to change. On this 
point, we should value the opinion of those 
who have investigated our predicament more 
than those who speak in idealistic but im
practical terms.

3. We should face the fact that the 
federal government is in higher education 
to stay and that we must come to terms with 
the reality of this situation. It would be 
nice to be idealistic and say that we should 
never take a loan or a grant from the gov
ernment, but the plain fact is that we will 
finally be forced to take more help from 
the government (we already get some in 
various ways) or else competition and Bap
tist apathy will put us out of existence. Why 
wait until irreparable harm has been done? 
Why not be realistic now?

4. We should face the fact that it is 
better to have Baptist colleges where we 
have some control than to have our colleges 
slip from our influence and jurisdiction al
together. If we lose our colleges, we may as 
well expect a decline in the churches in 
every area.

5. We should face the fact that a con
solidation of some institutions and a closing 
of others could contribute to the financial 
and prestigious advantages of our colleges. 
For example, the three Baptist colleges in 
Tennessee could be merged into a Baptist 
University of Tennessee with three distinct 
colleges in the three areas of the state. Many 
large state universities have colleges (or 
branches) in different areas of the state 
without sacrificing the particular traditions 
and contributions of each particular college. 
Endowment, area specializations, and other 
educational programs could greatly benefit 
by such a move.

6. We should face the fact that a crisis 
in Baptist higher education exists now and 
that the future of our denomination is 
vitally involved with this crisis. Personally, I 
would like to see us participate more with 
the government, provided the strings at
tached to this participation do not deter us 
from the basic evangelical purpose of Bap
tist higher education. I also feel that we must 
be willing to take the risks involved. It 
would be a financial advantage to allow a 
small percentage of non-Baptists on the 
board of trustees of our institutions, but at 
the same time, I think wisdom demands 
that we take legal precautions to insure that 
the institutions are never wrested away from 
the Baptist cause.

I realize that a question as broad as this 
will evoke many different ideas and opinions 
but my own conscience demands that I 
speak my own views at this time of crisis. 
I feel that if Baptists know the issues, the 
Lord will lead them in a right way.—Jack 
Kennedy

Editor’s Note—Dr. Kennedy is head of 
the Department of Philosophy and Sociology 
at Belmont College, Nashville, Tennessee.

South Africa Crusade 
Avoids Race Question

ATLANTA (BP)—Southern Baptist 
preachers have agreed to a South Africa 
leadership request not to discuss the race 
question next September in a revival cru
sade that apparently will involve 100 out of 
138 Baptist churches there.

“We do not feel that we should cut our
selves off from fellowship and contact with 
other Baptists because of restrictions im
posed by some government,” said Eual Law- 
son of the Home Mission Board here.

“We’re going over there for one pur
pose—to preach the good news so people 
can be saved,” he added.

Churches in the Baptist Union of South 
Africa that will participate in the crusade 
include Negro, Indian, and white congrega
tions.

“Actually, the Baptist Union is integrated, 
as far as churches go, but congregations are 
not,” Lawson said.

Lawson, associate in the board’s division 
of evangelism is enlisting about 100 pastors 
in the U.S. and will direct the crusade at the 
request of South African Baptists.

The board has helped with similar cru
sades in New Zealand, Australia, and Japan 
upon request of local Baptists.

“The enthusiasm of the South African 
churches has completely changed since they 
cancelled a crusade about two years ago,” 
Lawson, just back from a planning trip, said.

“Only about 60 churches were interested 
then, but now we have 86 confirmed and 
when I left there they were still working 
toward a goal of 100 churches.”

Lawson said an evangelist of another 
denomination lost his visa a few years ago 
when he criticized the segregation policies 
of the South African government from the 
pulpit.

“They know of our stand on racial mat
ters, as we have sent copies of Home Mis
sions magazine to all of the pastors in South 
Africa for the past six months,” he added.

Recent issues of the magazine have re
ported on cooperative efforts with National 
Baptists and integrated Baptist churches and 
associations throughout the Southern Bap
tist Convention. The January issue carried a 
case history on the integration of one church 
and a story on how Southern Baptist and 
National Baptist pastors in Louisville are 
working to improve race relations among 
their constituents.

He also said that a representative of the 
Baptist Union asked that they not enlist 
those who smoke, hold liberal theological 
views, or belong to certain service clubs that 
have poor reputations in South Africa.
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Home Board’s 10-Year Projections 
Approved

ATLANTA (BP)—A decade from now, 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 
expects to be operating on a budget of 
$19.3 million that supports the work of 
3,540 missionaries, a recent board action 
reveals.

In the final report of the board’s com
mittee on long-range objectives and goals, 
the 10-member committee estimated that by 
1970 Baptist support of the board would 
total $14.4 million and that 2,560 mission
aries would be on the field.

The board’s 1967 budget totals $12.1 
million (including anticipated receipts from 
sources such as loans, interest income, and 
publication sales). About 2,165 missionaries 
currently are under appointment.

The committee’s statement of guidelines, 
objectives, trends, and goals was made offi
cial by action of the board of directors at its 
annual spring meeting here, culminating two 
years of work by the committee.

The document, entitled “Direction ’77,” 
includes 14 guidelines that were approved 
last fall.

These cite urban centers as the primary 
target of the home missions thrust, evan
gelism as the heart of that thrust, and clearly 
set out that the board’s interest crosses racial 
and cultural boundaries.

“Our present population of 200 million 
will become 250 million by 1977,” the docu
ment stated. “This people will be both 

urbanized and youthful, with 90 million 
under 20 years of age.”

The report also included the goals of each 
of the board’s 12 programs, for 1970 and 
1977.

For example, by 1977 the Christian social 
ministries department hopes to have assisted 
3,750 churches through counseling in estab
lishing weekday ministries; the evangelism 
division hopes to commit and train 800,000 
church members in personal witnessing.

“The staff will utilize these goals,” said 
Arthur B. Rutledge, executive secretary
treasurer of the board. “Beginning this year, 
the staff members will report quarterly on 
their progress measured against these specific 
goals in their area.”

Lewis E. Rhodes, pastor of the Broadway 
Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tenn., who 
headed the committee, pointed out that the 
goals and guidelines will be changed and 
adapted constantly.

“Change is coming faster than we think, 
faster than we can act,” he said. “But our 
future is as bright as our vision and our 
willingness to act.”

iSUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

Teaching By The Wayside
By Wendell Price

The two primary tasks of the Sunday 
School are to teach and to reach. The Ex
tension and the Cradle Roll Departments 
are a vital part of these tasks.

These departments minister to people in 
groups and as individuals. Often, if Bible 
teaching is done, it must be done as one 
teacher confronts one learner with truth. 
The teacher in such case would not act 
exactly as he does in a class session. He 
doesn’t have to stop, find two chairs, get out 
the quarterly, and carry out a formal class 
setting for one person. Then what shall he 
do?

The teacher will learn to share with the 
learner the blessings, love, and care that he 
has experienced recently from the Heavenly 
Father. This is witnessing-teaching. A Chris
tian farmer has often said to me, “Isn’t it a 
wonderful day the Lord has given us?”

It would be so simple to go from this to, 
“And it was grace from heaven to have 
shared in learning a portion of Scripture 
last Sunday. Did you realize that God 
didn’t make the sun until the fourth dav?” 
From this pomt in conversation, the teacher 
has opportunity to share the essence of the 
lesson for last Sunday. Of course there are 
many times when he needs to use som^ 
Scripture other than last Sunday’s lesson, as 
it fits a need.

So the teaching is not a 3-point outline, 
but it is directing the conversation in the 
avenue of Biblical truth to help the person.

It is talking lovingly and directly about what 
one knows is important to himself and the 
learner.

The witness teacher may need to re-direct 
some subject the learner mentions and move 
on to living truth. He may use the Bible as 
a resource to answer questions, to present a 
positive plan of salvation, or to challenge 
ideas. He may need to find the reference 
and ask him to read it aloud. If he is in the 
learner’s home, he might ask him to get his 
Bible, mark some section, chapter, or verse 
for him to consider further.

Always one should plan to relate the 
truth to daily life, to help the person see 
the relevancy of God’s Word to his own 
life.

As the witness-teacher better knows the 
learner, he will use questions to help him 
probe into his life to discover areas of need, 
or to challenge his complacency. This places 
him where the Holy Spirit may get beneath 
his veneer to convict and convert. If he is a 
wayward Christian, the Holy Spirit will have 
much more to work with as he adds more 
Scripture to his acquaintance.

Prayer is always appropriate as a part of 
Christian conversation, whether opening or 
closing.

Since learning changes living, the person 
must be free to participate, to ask questions, 
to share his ideas, and to pose suppositions. 
The witness-teacher must prepare adequate
ly, then depend wholly upon the Holy Spirit.
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A Theology For

Ministry In A Secular Society
by Dale Moody

NO REPORTS THIS TIME
We are not carrying attendances 

and additions for Sunday, Mar. 19 
in this issue but expect to include the 
regular reports for Sunday, Mar. 26 
in the next issue.—The Editor

More than a century ago Auguste Comte 
(1798-1857), the so-called father of sociol
ogy, interpreted society according to three 
ages of mankind: the theological, the meta
physical, and the positive.

In the first stage religion dominated so
ciety, and in the second philosophy; in the 
third stage, the positive, society was to be 
controlled by scientific law. Even so he 
thought a religious basis was needed, so he 
transformed the Catholicism of his youth 
by substituting scientists for saints, his wife 
for the Virgin, in a cycle provided by a 
Positivist Calendar.

All of a sudden these ideas, once dis
carded by serious, philosophy, come alive 
again in a flood of popular books and arti
cles. The Secular City by Harvey Cox, pub
lished in 1965, has excited some to the point 
that they seem to think the kingdom of 
Comte has come:

Secular man lives only for this age (secu- 
lum), so the gospel needs to be secularized 
and the church needs to adopt secular forms 
of ministry. The point of focus is this age 
and this life—not immortality in a Holy City 
yet to descend.

Needless to say this proclamation of a 
. secular society by secular priests has startled 

those adjusted to the status quo, but it will 
not do to close our ears and eyes to what 
these restless and religious leaders are say
ing and doing. Only the deaf and blind 
would deny that many a modern man lives 
for this age only and seldom thinks of an 
age to come. To these the church must still 
minister if possible.

However, a church that vanishes into the 
world can hardly minister to it. She must 
still learn how to be in the world but not 
of it.
The Form of Ministry

The form of ministry, as in Christ and 
the church, must be that of a servant. The 
humility and love of the historical Jesus 
still speak to people like William Hamilton
Dr. Moody is Joseph Emerson Brown Professor of 
Theology at Southern Baptist Theological Sem
inary, Louisville, Ky.
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who searches for The New Essence of Chris
tianity. This is a good point with which to 
start, but the historical Jesus in his humility 
and love is a strange form to follow if one 
believes that God is dead. One of the things 
most certain is that he was so aware of the 
living God that addressed him as Abba 
(Father) and taught his disciples to do the 
same. He was so sure that his message 
came from God that he often prefaced his 
oracles with Amen, Amen (truly, truly). 
These Aramaic words indicate God as the 
source of his humility and love.

This humility and love was due to the 
fact that he thought of himself as God’s 
obedient servant like unto Moses who was to 
restore all things. It is no accident that all 
four Gospels report Jesus as calling himself 
“prophet” and this meant the prophet of 
Deuteronomy 18:19 (cf. Acts 3:23). This 
obedience led to suffering and death, so it 
was very easy for the early church to move 
from a prophet like Moses to the suffering 
servant of Isaiah 53. Mark, Acts 1-12 and 
1 Peter have traces of this.

Obedience and suffering in the Christ 
became the form of ministry in the church. 
As Christ pleased God by his obedience and 
suffering, so the church was to do the same. 
The church was to be a servant that would 
obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).

The form of servant has enabled the 
church to adapt to many different needs of 
men. New forms of the church is not a new 
thing. At one time the fiouse church was a 
new form, for the synagogue rejected the 
disciples. Later, monasteries, seminaries, ho
tels, hospitals, colleges, the Y.M.C.A. and 
the Sunday School became new forms in 
new situations. These have all served well.

What will become of such new forms as 
the deacons of the drive-in, the bishops of 
bars and beaches, the coffee house and the 
ballroom evangelism of the present is uncer
tain. Other forms will arise, but service to 
mankind must flow through all if they are 
forms of the servant of the Lord. Chaplains 
of institutions and evangelical academies 
have become permanent already.

This does not mean the family church 
needs to be discarded, although advocates 
of new forms at times make an all-out at
tack on the parish meeting, but these new 
forms can be important supplements to the 
“gathered church” that goes back to the 
Christian synagogue.
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To forsake this would be a false sense of 
history and folly of the first degree. How
ever, this gathered church needs to be 
aroused to become the scattered church in 
many new forms and places.
The Functions of Ministry

A survey of the functions of ministry 
embraces much of the New Testament. It 
may be summarized in three Greek words: 
marturia (witness), diakonia (service), and 
koinonia (fellowship). All three of these are 
found in all three of the main traditions of 
the New Testament writings, but it will help 
to point out how each tradition gives prom
inence to a main one.

The Petrine Tradition — teachings that 
root mostly in the testimony of Peter—gives 
prominence to witness. One cannot read 
Acts 1-12, 1 Peter and Mark and miss this. 
At the very beginning of Acts the Risen 
Lord promises the disciples: “But you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be my wit
nesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the earth.”

The preaching of Peter at Pentecost de
fines and depicts the meaning of this prom
ise, for his witness was attended by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

In the other account of this witnessing 
in the primitive church, it is said: “And 
when they had prayed, the place in which 
they were gathered together was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke the word of God with boldness.”

The unity of obedience, with suffering, 
and the power of the Holy Spirit is charac
teristic of this early witness of the church.

Peter’s words in prison were: “And we 
are witnesses to these things, and so is the 
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 
who obey him.” In this light there is no 
spiritual power until there is obedience. As 
it was with Christ, so it is in the church. 
Obedience brings power to witness.

The Pauline Tradition—teachings from 
the testimony and writings of Paul—gives 
special emphasis to service. This does not 
mean this is missing in the other traditions 
and that witness and fellowship are not 
found in Paul. It is Paul’s central thrust.

Service brings up first of all the Gentile 
collection for the Jewish Christians in need. 
Paul believed this service would remove the 
barriers between Gentile and Jewish Chris
tians, so he used much time and energy in 
this effort.

The Peter-Paul polarity, so prominent in 
Acts, finds full focus in 2 Cor. 8,9. Acts 6 
begins with the account of how a service of 
this type eases the tension between the Hel
lenists and the Hebrews in Jewish Christian
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ity, but the gulf between Gentiles and Jews 
was greater.

This collection for the Jewish saints grew 
out of Paul’s Christology. Social service 
and high Christology, then as now, are often 
united. It is best when they are. I have in 
mind that marvelous text about “the poor 
Christ” in 2 Cor. 8:9—“For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for our sake he became 
poor, so that by his poverty you might be
come rich.”

One of the things that causes some to 
stand aloof from much talk about going 
“where the action is” may be the lack of a 
solid foundation in Christ. This is not the 
case with Oscar Cullmann who has given 
expression to his high Christology by call
ing on Protestants and Catholics to take col
lections for one another. It would be even 
better to have a joint Protestant-Catholic 
collection for the needy people of the world.

This emphasis on service is a far cry 
from much talk about secularizing the gos
pel. It is a sacred service of Christ for the 
world. The words of Paul at the conclusion 
of his long practical application of the gos
pel needs to be sounded in the ears of the 
secular priests of Christianity today: “I ap
peal to you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to 
strive together with me in your prayers to 
God on my behalf, that I may be delivered 
from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my 
service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to 
the saints, so that by God’s will I may come 
to you with joy and be refreshed in your 
company.”

There are signs that a more balanced 
view is developing about the secular mean
ing of the gospel and its application to the 
secular age. Historic Christianity needs to 
be shocked into a new awareness of service 
in the world. There has been too much talk 
about saving men’s souls in a society of 
squalor, but this is not the biblical faith. It 
is Gnostic hash. More sober considerations 
such as those in Colin Williams’ Faith in a 
Secular Age may point to a more balanced 
position.

The Johannine Tradition—the teachings 
characteristic of writings that bear the name 
of John—give special emphasis to fellow
ship. Again this may be found also in testi
monies of Peter and Paul, but the classic 
on this is the First Letter of John. It is also 
central in the Gospel and the Apocalypse.

It is this note that so much talk of the 
secular needs to hear. Diakonia (service) is 
the fruit of koinonia (fellowship). The mo
tivation for service will wane when the 
sense of fellowship with God and man de
clines.

What greater motivation can be found 
than the call to fellowship in light, life, and 
love in the First Letter of John? Walking 
in light defeats the darkness of sin; receiv
ing eternal life overcomes the enemy of 
death; and abiding in love casts out the fear 
that gives rise to hate and murder in this 
world.

This is not “pie in the sky” escape. It puts 
light against darkness, life against death, and 
love against hate here and now.

It is strange indeed to hear people talk as 
if these Johannine writing were written 
in the comfort of a Protestant suburban 
church. They came out of a situation in 
which obedience meant suffering and pos
sible death. It was a Christ or Antichrist 
situation, but they overcame by the blood 
of the Lamb.

And we shall overcome too if the fellow
ship of the church is not lost in the call for 
service in the world. Now, as then, witness, 
service and fellowship belong together.

For Sole
Used church furniture in a contemporary 

style-light oak finish. 31 pews, 12 feet in 
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ristown, Tenn. Phone 586-8599.

On The Moral Scene
By Christian Life Commission, SBC

. . . President Johnson has asked Con
gress to appropriate nine million dollars to 
establish the Corporation for Public Tele
vision recommended recently by the 
Carnegie Commission. Commenting on the 
need for church support of such a public 
system, Dr. Everett C. Parker, director of 
the United Church of Christ’s Office of 
Communication, stated, “. . . that churches’ 
interest in the current public discussion 
which could lead to the creation of such a 
system is by no means limited to efforts at 
insuring that religion will have a voice in 
its eventual programming. Rather, the 
churches want to put their weight behind 
a quality system of educational broadcasting 
that will be free of control by government 
or special interests. If noncommercial tele
vision of great excellence can be made a 
reality, it should be our most important 
means of public education and cultural en
joyments.”

... A group of pharmecists in Beaver
ton, Oregon, have marketed a brand of 
cigarettes called “Cancer”. Their purpose 
is to discourage people from smoking. 
Priced at fifty cents a pack, the Cancer 
cigarettes remind people that “cancer isn’t 
cheap.”
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lack of understanding in the beginning 
causes great difficulty in later relationships.

After the Call
The minister will want to know the spirit 

of the church as manifested in the call. He 
may want to meet with the pulpit committee 
and discuss the call; or a letter confirming 
and explaining the call may be sufficient.

The above suggested steps for a pulpit 
committee in the calling of a pastor will take 
precious time and hard work, but the pulpit 
committee who will move with caution and 
be guided by prayer will be rewarded.

The important thing to remember is how 
you call your pastor in the beginning—not 
how you may terminate your relationship 
later.
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR

God’s Purpose: Christs Lordship
Basic Passage: Col. 1:9-20; 2:6-10 
Focal Passage: Col. 1:9-20

God is interested in the sovereign sway 
of Christ over the individual, the church 
and all things.

Christ has the right to be Lord of the 
individual because He has died for each 
that He might redeem and sanctify every
one.

He expects to be the Lord of the church 
because He is its head; its very life blood.

He is destined to be Lord over all things 
because He made them and will deliver 
them from the curse. Even now He holds 
all things together. In fact some day every 
knee will bow and every tongue will con
fess that Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father.

Jesus Christ is qualified to be Lord. He 
was before all things. He is the firstborn of 
the universe. He made Himself expendable 
in eternity from before the foundation of 
the world. He emptied Himself, went 
through the humiliation of the incarnation 
assuming the form and role of a servant 
becoming obedient even to the death of the 
cross. The might of death could not destroy 
Him. The powers of darkness could not 
hold Him. He smashed the domain of death 
to pieces bringing up and out into eternal 
light, life and immortality. He achieved all 
of this out of pure love and for the sheer 
joy of it. Heb. 12:2

PRAYER FOR OUR QUALIFICATION 
AS SUBJECTS Col. 1:9-12

The qualifications for being subjects of 
the Lord of Lords and King of Kings are 
very high. The great apostle Paul is praying 
for the Colossians that they may increase 
their fitness for the Lordship of Christ.

This will require knowledge of His way
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APRIL 2, 1967 By W. R. White

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
Secular wisdom and understanding can have 
value provided they have the long and deep 
look of divine wisdom and understanding 
illuminating them.

A worthy walk will please God and com
pel the respect of men. The consciousness 
that God is pleased and people are impres
sed with the distinctiveness of our lives is 
to be spiritually healthy indeed.

Having some part in every laudable un
dertaking should be both a goal and 
achievement of every subject of Christ.

All of this requires a very effective under
girding and enduement. (empowerment). 
For instance we must be strengthened by 
might in the inner man. If patience and 
longsuffering are to be manifest with joy 
it requires divine grace in abundance.

If we are qualified for the full enjoyment 
of the high destiny that awaits the subjects 
of the King, all the Christian graces must 
be experienced here and now.

LORDSHIP OF THE CHURCH
Col. 1:13-20

Jesus has redeemed us from under the 
mastery of the kingdom of darkness and 
the slavery of sin. We are thus prepared to 
be members of the body of Christ, the 
church.

There are many forces and factors that 
would dominate. There are many sovereign
ties that would like us under their sway. 
Jesus qualifies for mastery over all these.

He is the image of the invisible God with 
sovereign rights. He is the source and sus
tainer of all things. There may be many 
expressions of power and authority. Some 
of these are legitimate, subordinate sover
eignties. Some are perversions. He is su
preme sovereign over all to either sublimate 
them or correct them.

He is certainly the head of His own 
church giving it His direction, life and 
power. He should be given preeminence by 
it being the first-born from the dead and 
the very fulness of God having provided 
the instrument—the cross—for the recon
ciliation of all things unto Himself.

MAKING CHRIST LORD Col. 2:6-10
We have received Christ not only as 

Savior but as Lord. Therefore we must let 
Him direct our steps. To keep ourselves 
under the sway of Christ we need to grow 

up well rooted and firmly established in the 
faith imparted to us through instruction.

At the same time we must not be be
guiled from the Lordship of Christ by at
tractive intellectual systems rooted in sen- 
sate secular wisdom devoid of the higher 
spiritual dimensions of reality, particularly 
that which does not come under the sover
eign Lordship of Christ.

In Christ you will find all reality in 
proper perspective and focus. At least here 
you will find all real values and the proper 
purpose and end of all things. Everything 
significant and safe comes within the orbit 
of His sovereign way.

The lordship of the state is exercising 
sway over approximately a billion people 
today. It is a resurgence of an old heresy 
known so long as emperor worship. Rome, 
Babylon and others sought to impose it on 
the conscience of the people. It produced 
fearful eras of persecution. To be a good 
citizen was so difficult for people who 
wanted to worship God according to the 
dictates of their consciences.

The exponents and proponents of dialec
tical materialism are seeking to make an 
ideology embodied in the state the supreme 
focus for the absolute allegiance of every 
subject or citizen. It is known as totalitar- 
ionism. It is the greatest threat to freedom 
and genuine Christian and religious faith in 
modern times. It is perhaps the greatest 
since the middle ages.

There is a powerful sway of practical 
materialism in most of the so called free 
countries. It is enforced by no state police. 
It is embodied in no law. It has no secret 
agents spying on the people. It grows out 
of either the possession of or the covetous 
desire to have great material wealth with 
its power and comforts. Part of the free 
world is so affluent that the underprivileged 
enviously seek to possess it. Its lordship is 
not imposed but is voluntarily submitted to 
in order to enjoy its excitement and advan
tages. God in Christ has no greater rival 
than the lordship of mammon. Men do not 
and will not recognize the fact that they 
might have all the advantages they now 
have in the measure of affluence they pos
sess without its curses if they served the 
Lord with mammon instead of trying to 
serve the Lord and mammon.

The lordship of sensate science is another 
great rival to the lordship of Christ. Even 
many so called theologians measure and 
evaluate spiritual truths, God, Christ and 
the Bible by the criterion of a sensate sci
ence, They try to take its criterion to dis
count the realities of the spirit including 
faith, love, hope and morals. They do not 
realize that the lordship of Christ alone 
can make ideology, material values and 
science safe for mankind. No barbarism of 
the past begins to compare with the bar
barism made possible by modern science.
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Ants, red, black, and brown, creep into 
our homes and into our picnic lunches. Of 
all the insects found in our wondrous world, 
these are the most amazing. Naturalists tell 
us that their habits are more like our own 
than any other creature found on earth.

At times, the work habits of ants are 
much better than our own. A lazy ant 
doesn’t live long in a city of busy ants. An 
ant that steals from another is punished at 
once, usually by death. The Bible reminds 
us of the wisdom of ants: “Go to the ant, 
thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be 
wise: which having no guide, overseer, or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, 
and gathered her food in the harvest” 
(Prov. 6:6-8).

An ant city is a miracle of planning and 
design. The fungus food raised in ant 
gardens is found nowhere else in nature.

An ant city may be small, like the dome
shaped mounds of earth we find in our 
gardens and lawns. They may be of a giant 
size, such as the cities of the parasol ants or 
cutter ants found in Australia and in many 
of the tropical areas of our world.

Many parasol ant cities are forty feet in 
diameter and ten to fourteen feet deep into 
the earth. The way the ants build their cities, 
their work habits, their long tunnels and 
highways, storehouses, chambers for sleep
ing, and nurseries for baby ants are miracles 
of planning.

Awe-inspiring are their methods of clean
ing and air-conditioning their tunnels and 
chambers, the quickness of cleaning out 
chambers or rooms, their way of carrying 
their garbage to the surface of the earth.

Most ant cities have eight main roads. 
These are eight to ten inches wide and 
cleaned until they are bare. If an ant be
comes lost on a highway, an organizer or
♦(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved) 

large-headed ant alerts a messenger ant. The 
messenger alerts all other ants by touching 
their antennae until the message enters the 
city. Right away, friends of the lost ant 
come to his aid.

THE STORY OF NUMBERS*
By Thelma C. Carter

Have you ever wondered about how and 
where people first began to count? How 
did the early, wandering tribes of people 
keep track of their sheep, cows, animal 
skins, bows and arrows, shells, and beads?

History tells that the earliest records (or 
counting) of cattle and sheep were made by 
cutting notches on a stick, by making 
scratches on stone and marks on clay pot
tery, and by drawing lines on sand or wet 
clay.

If a man had six sheep, he would cut six 
notches on a stick. Every evening the sheep 
were led into a rocky cave, where they 
would be protected from wild animals. The 
owner would count them by comparing the 
numbers of notches with the sheep. If he 
had two more notches than sheep, he knew 
that two of his sheep were missing and he 
must find them.

As time passed, people began to live in 
villages. They raised more sheep and cattle. 
They had to keep track of many more pos
sessions.

We are told that the earliest numerals or 
numbers were simply straight lines, the 
correct number for the items counted. This 
method of counting came about by counting 
the fingers. The early Egyptians used marks 
with which to count. They also used symbols 
for higher numbers.

As people began to visit other cities with 
their caravans and ships, they found new 
symbols and ways of counting. This was

Laughs...
TEARS: The hydraulic force through 

which masculine will power is defeated by 
feminine water power.

❖ * *
One of the hardest secrets for a man to 

keep is his opinion of himself.
* * *

It is not how much we have but how 
much we enjoy that makes happiness.

❖
One small boy came up with this defense 

of his report card: “I was the highest of all 
the kids who failed.”

♦ * *
Home-coming husband to wife: Whew! I 

took an aptitude test this afternoon. Thank 
goodness I own the company!

:jc £
Brown: “The average man lives 30 years 

longer than he did in 1800.”
Jones: “He has to in order to get his taxes 

paid.”

A reckless driver is one who passes you 
in spite of all you can do.

❖
A teacher asked her class the difference 

between a primitive man and a modern 
man. Johnny answered: “When his wife 
talks too much a modern man goes to his 
club. A primitive man just reached for it.” 
true of the early Chinese, Hindus, Mayan 
Indians, and Babylonians.

In the Bible, we read that God told Moses 
to keep a record of such things as the land, 
the years, the cattle, and the sabbaths: “The 
Lord spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, 
saying, . . . Six years thou shalt sow thy 
field, . . . but in the seventh year shall be 
a sabbath of rest unto the land” (Leviticus 
25:1-4).

When the Romans conquered the known 
world, they had to find a way of counting 
the thousands of conquered people, horses, 
chariots, and soldiers. They began to use 
symbols, or characters, such as V for 5, X 
for 10, L for 50, and C for 100.

These symbols were merely “marks” 
placed in different positions. V for five is a 
symbol representing the open hand with its 
fingers spread out into a fan. X for ten is 
made by using two V’s—one placed on top 
of the other, with the lower one inverted. 
Over the centuries, the shapes of different 
symbols became more like those we use 
today.

Strangely true is the fact that the zero or 
cipher came into being from a dot placed 
before and after the numbers. The dot, 
perhaps from ink spreading, grew into a 
little circle. History tells that an unknown 
Hindu invented this symbol.

The oldest inscription containing num
erals was found on a monument erected in 
the Roman Forum to honor the victory of 
Rome in her conquest of other people.
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Tax Exemption Bill 
Proposed for Agency 
AUSTIN, Tex. (BP)—A bill has been 

introduced in the Texas legislature which 
would exempt the Southern Baptist Con
vention’s Radio and Television Commission 
from property taxes presently amounting to 
$14,000 annually.

A commission spokesman said the tax 
was imposed by the city of Fort Worth and 
Tarrant County. The Commission occupied 
a new building in July of 1965, listing its 
cost at $700,000. The new headquarters is 
located at 6350 West Freeway in Fort 
Worth.

The Commission official said the tax 
policy for similar denominational facilities 
varies from state to state, adding that the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board in 
Richmond and the SBC Brotherhood Com
mission in Memphis were among those tax 
exempt.

In contrast, the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas and the Baptist Standard, both 
with office buildings in Dallas, pay the prop
erty taxes.

The legislation sponsored by the SBC 
Radio-TV Commission is general in scope, 
redefining a section of the tax-exempt bill 
for “places of religious worship” to include 
property owned by a church and “strictly 
religious institution or organization.”

Such property must be “used exclusively 
to support and serve the spread of a reli
gious faith, and to effect accompanying reli
gious, charitable, benevolent and educational 
purposes by the dissemination of informa
tion on a religious faith through radio, tele
vision, and similar media of communica
tion,” the bill states.

Split Group Drops 
Plans to Form Church

MACON, Ga. (BP)—A Baptist fellowship 
group comprised primarily of former mem
bers of the Tattnall Square Baptist Church 
here has formally dropped its plans to form 
a new church.

The group, called the Christian Fellow
ship, has been meeting each Sunday since 
last September when the Tattnall Square 
Church fired its three male staff members 
because they urged Tattnall Square to accept 
Negro worshippers.

Doug Johnson, minister to students at 
Mercer University, a Baptist school just 
across the street from the Tattnall Square 
church, has been pastor for the Christian 
Fellowship.

Johnson was associate pastor at Tattnall 
Square and was ousted along with Pastor 
Thomas J. Holmes, now on the staff of 
Mercer University, and Music Director Jack 
Jones, who is organ-music instructor at 
Mercer and has been music director for the 
Christian Fellowship.

Speaker Says Past 
Image of Holy Spirit

Distorted
FORT WORTH (BP)—A “distorted 

image of what the past generation told us 
a spiritual Christian was” has resulted in 
unrest among some college students con
cerning the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit, a seminary professor told a college 
missions conference here.

William Hendricks, professor at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, made 
the statement in the closing address to the 
18th annual College Student Missions Con
ference at Southwestern Seminary here.

“People haven’t just discovered the Holy 
Spirit,” Hendricks told more than 1,700 stu
dents. “He has been with us always and 
was here when the world was created.”

Hendricks listed Christ’s kind of love, 
action and freedom as marks of the Spirit.

“The Holy Spirit speaks all languages and 
he always speaks in the idiom of today,” 
he added.

Hendricks admonished the students not 
to apologize because they were born in the 
present century but urged them to make the 
most of it.

During the three-day meeting here, a total 
of 203 decisions were made, according to 
Don Evans, seminary student co-ordinator 
and conference co-chairman.

The 1,700 students attending came from 
14 states and more than 40 colleges and uni
versities.

During the opening key-note address, T. 
V. (Corky) Farris of the evangelism division 
for the Baptist General Convention of Texas 
said, “Man’s relatedness to the Master is the 
priority in God’s grand design for this 
world.”

“The Saviour did not come to earth to 
establish a new religious order or give a 
revolutionary ethic to the philosophical 
world but he came to bring man to salva
tion,” Farris told the students.

“This is also our responsibility,” he added. 
“And anytime we Christians are not engaged 
in helping other people find this new life 
then we are not doing what the Master said 
he came to earth to do.”

Officials announced that next year’s con
ference will be held March 8-10.

Gary C. Hinebaugh, chairman of the 
steering committee for the Christian Fellow
ship, issued this brief statement: “The fel
lowship, after much prayer and study, felt 
that the missions and witnesses that we stood 
for were being attempted by other churches 
in Macon, and that we should work with 
them in making their programs successful.”

The fellowship had been holding worship 
services at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Macon, with educational activities in the 
religious activities building at Mercer.

The group has had an average attendance 
of about 75 persons, including many Mercer 
students and several Negroes.

Midwestern Seminary
Names McCarty;
Grants Increases

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP)—Election of 
a new professor and substantial across-the- 
board salary increases for the faculty were 
approved by the board of trustees for Mid
western Baptist Theological Seminary here.

Elected to the faculty was Doran 
McCarty, pastor of Susquehanna Church, 
Independence, Mo., and an instructor in 
religion at William Jewell College, Liberty, 
Mo.

McCarty, a native of Missouri, will be
come associate professor of theology and 
Christian philosophy. He is a graduate of 
Southwest Baptist College, Bolivar, Mo.; 
William Jewell College; and Southern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Substantial salary increases were given 
the members of the faculty, although the 
amount of the increases was not announced. 
Faculty salaries at Southern Baptist Conven
tion-owned seminaries has been a recent 
topic of much discussion in the denomina
tion following a strong plea for increased 
SBC support of the six seminaries to prevent 
the loss of faculty members to higher-pay
ing state universities.

In other action, the Midwestern board 
elected Earl Harding of Jefferson City, Mo.; 
as the new trustee president. Harding is 
executive secretary of the Missouri Baptist: 
Convention. J;

Golden Gate Elects
Humphrey; Raises >

Salaries
MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP)—Trustees of 

Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
meeting here elected a new professor, named 
a dean of students, adopted a 1967-68 
budget, and voted to raise staff and faculty 
salaries.

New budget for the seminary was set at 
$661,925, according to Trustee Chairman 
Ernest P. Guy of Tiburon, Calif. Dr. Guy, 
a medical doctor, was re-elected president 
of the board.

A Baptist missionary to Nigeria, J. E. 
Humphrey, was elected research librarian 
and associate professor of historical theo
logy.

During the past year, Humphrey has been 
visiting professor of theology and philoso
phy. For 18 years he taught at the Nigerian 
Baptist Seminary, Ogbomosho, Nigeria.

The board also elected J. B. Nichols of 
the seminary faculty as dean of students. 
Nichols has been associate professor of 
educational administration and arts at the 
seminary.
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