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JLhese men have presided over the Southern Baptist Convention annual sessions 
during the past twenty years. On hand for the 110th session at Miami Beach, 
May 29-June 2, were these Ex-presidents of the SBC with the present President, 
H. Franklin Paschall (standing at right), who was reelected to serve another year. 
Left to Right: Top row: with years they served: Ramsey Pollard, ('59-'61); W. 
Wayne Dehoney ('64-'66); H. H. Hobbs ('61-'63); K. Owen White ('63-64); Brooks 
Hays ('57-'59); Bottom row: Robert G. Lee ('48-'51); C. C. Warren ('55-'57); J. 
W. Storer, ('53-'55); and J. D. Grey ('51-'53).



Devotional

Said He Would, But...

By James Fulton Moore, Shelby Forest Church, 
Millington

", . . to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams." I Sam. 
15:22

In the face of all that God did for him, 
Saul, the most highly favored of his day, 
blackened the pages of Old Testament his
tory, made a miserable failure out of his 
kingship, and died by his own hand. What 
was it that made him fail? There were many 
assets in his favor: He had a commanding 
presence, he had the advantage of good 
parentage, he was an industrious man, he
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Tennesseans Named To Convention
Committees, Agencies

Messengers named a number of Ten
nesseans to Convention committees and 
agencies in the sessions at Miami Beach. 
Action was taken on recommendation of the 
Convention’s Committee on Boards. Com
mittees and boards to which these ministers 
and laymen were elected (laymen indicated 
by *) are:

Executive Committee, Tom B. Madden 
and *Dennis Lyle, term expiring 1970.

Foreign Mission Board, Greer Garrott, 
term expiring 1970.

Home Mission Board, *Mrs. Luther Joe 
Thompson, term expiring 1970.

Baptist Sunday School Board, *John C. 
Stophel, term expiring 1970; (local mem
bers), John Laida, Elmer Bailey, Jonas L. 
Stewart, *Kelly S. Neely, *Clayton B. Dekle 
and James D. Hopkins.

Annuity Board, A. D. Foreman, Jr., term 
expiring 1970.

Southern Seminary, *W. H. Rhoden, term 
expiring 1972.

Southern Baptist Foundation, (members 
at large), *Folk Lambert, *Jack C. Massey, 
*John P. Gifford and *Walton M. Smith, 
term expiring 1970. Agency Representative 
(Historical Commission), Richard N. Owen, 
term expiring 1970.

American Baptist Seminary, J. V. James, 
*W. D. Sartain and *Herman Burns; (Hold
ing Board), Gordon Crocker and *James H. 
Sawyer, terms expiring 1970.

was a humble man, he was a man of con
siderable magnanimity, he was blessed with 
a wonderful friend, but last and best of all, 
Saul was endowed with an anointing from 
God. Then what was it that made him fail?

Saul did “not obey the voice of the Lord.” 
He said he would do as the Lord com
manded, but he didn’t. This, I think, is the 
answer to why Saul so miserably failed. He 
simply set his will against the will of God. 
He did it deliberately. Back of all the dis
obedience, and all the deception, and all the 
hypocrisy, and all the sin is the fact that 
Saul was a self-willed man, at the center of 
whose heart was the subtle intention to 
have his own way rather than the way he 
knew was assigned to him in the decrees of 
the Most High God. May God help us to 
see what a fearful thing it is to deliberately 
set aside the will of God—to turn aside from 
God and His ways and to give one’s self up 
to the self-seeking impulses of one’s own 
heart.

See what it did for Saul. It changed him 
from a mighty king with the Spirit of the 
Lord upon him into a wretched, God-for
saken, fearful man, with murder in his 
heart, jealous and suspicious, tormented by 
the lashings of a guilty conscience and 
haunted by the spectre of evil, that led him 
at last to the terrible deed that brought an 
end to his life.

Brotherhood Commission, (local mem
bers), *E. M. McCance, *Lew Reynolds, 
Lewis Ferrell and *James K. Pace, term 
expiring 1970.

Christian Life Commission, (local mem
bers), *Paul Sanders, R. Raymond Lloyd 
and *Charles E. Barham, term expiring 
1970; *W. David Dunavant, term expiring 
1969; and John Budlong, term expiring 
1968.

Education Commission, James F. Eaves, 
term expiring 1970.

Historical Commission, (local members), 
Richard N. Owen, *A. B. Neal, Jr., and 
*W. B. Lester, term expiring 1970.

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 
*Porter W. Routh, H. Franklin Paschall 
and Foy Valentine, term expiring 1968.

North American Fellowship, * Porter W. 
Routh and James L. Sullivan, term expiring 
1968.

Approve Ten-Year Emphases
Messengers also adopted recommenda

tions of an advisory planning committee 
suggesting emphases for the denomination 
for a 10-year period beginning in 1969.

Identified as ’70 Onward emphases, they 
are designed to encourage Southern Bap
tists to discover and accept during the 
decade a better personal understanding of 
the gospel and apply the insights creatively 
in shaping every area of life.

The emphases concentrate on three 
facets—openness of the individual to God, 
mobility of organizational structures, and 
flexibility of methods. It’s central theme for 
the first four-year phase is “Living the 
Spirit of Christ.”

In support of the emphases, the mes
sengers approved planning goals for de
nominational agencies for 1967-69. They 
asked the agencies to plan guidance in in
creasing the individual and group maturity 
of Southern Baptists, church membership, 
church usefulness to the community and 
world, gifts and efficiency in church ad
ministration.

Elect Officers
After re-electing H. Franklin Paschall of 

Nashville as president messengers by ballot 
chose Landrum P. Leavell II of Texas and 
John Abernathy of Ark. as vice-presidents.

Re-elected to new one-year terms were 
three Nashville men: Porter W. Routh, 
treasurer; Clifton Allen, recording secretary, 
and W. Fred Kendall, registration secretary.

Messengers also selected Douglas Hud
gins, of First Church, Jackson, Miss., to 
deliver the convention sermon on opening 
night of the 1968 meeting in New Orleans. 
Alternate preacher will be John Newport, 
professor of philosophy at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Fort Worth.
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SBC in Miami Beach More pictures, pages 8-9

Convention Hall audience during the Convention sermon, delivered opening night by Landrum Leavell II of Wichita
Falls, Texas, Leavell was later elected First Vice-President of the Convention.

SbC president Paschall listens to a report while a Royal Ambassador messenger is prepared to handle necessary errands.
Photo, Floyd Craig
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EDITORIAL
Concern For Some Crucial Issues
Although Southern Baptists seemed at first about to 

spend their time in Miami Beach debating relatively 
minor matters, they later faced up to, and sought to 
express themselves on some crucial issues. One Ten
nessee messenger’s feeling was widely shared: “While 
we are ducking issues here, our men in Vietnam are 
ducking bullets; while we are passing resolutions, they 
are passing ammunition.”

The Christian Life Commission’s report expressed 
deep concern for the lack of constructive discussion in 
the USA on the matter of peace. “We are disturbed 
both by the large weight of world opinion which ques
tions the wisdom of our current policy and by those 
here at home who doubt the patriotism of any one who 
questions our government’s present official position,” 
the statement said. It encouraged Baptist churches and 
other Christians to unite in prayer for peace and “urged 
the nation’s leadership to continue to pursue patiently 
every course that might lead to a peaceful settlement 
of international problems in general and of the Vietnam 
conflict in particular.” The great majority of messen
gers, however, were insistent in adding these words: 
“However, this is not to suggest the withdrawal of US

forces from Vietnam apart from a just and honorable 
peace.”

In an unofficial survey taken at Miami Beach by the 
Research and Statistics Department of the Sunday 
School Board opinions of about two-thirds indicated 
the United States should do “whatever is necessary to 
win the war,” while a third of those surveyed said the 
US should “do anything that is necessary to start peace 
negotiations.”

In a resolution prepared by the Resolutions Com
mittee, messengers approved a statement encouraging 
the search of the scriptures for principles which set 
forth one’s responsibilities both to God and to country. 
There was also approval of the statement assuring our 
duly elected leaders in government that we support 
them in developing strong and wise policies in pursuing 
a just peace in Vietnam and in helping to maintain 
order in the world. Also, that we uphold in prayer men 
who are engaged in restrictive measures against de
structive forces of invasion so that law and order may 
obtain. Committee chairman H. H. Hobbs said this 
was deliberately phrased to include not only “our 

- armed forces in battle but embattled police forces here” 
in the USA. The resolution on peace was not limited 
to Vietnam but took note of the conflict in the Near 
East, and of our national government’s commitments 
to defend the right of self-determination by the people 
of many smaller countries.

Inevitably tied in with the problem of war is the 
problem of hunger. Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon 
charged that the average layman in our churches today 
is often left with an incomplete Christian experience. 
The Christian abdicates his concern for others deli
berately by delegating this responsibility of being the 
good Samaritan to government. He charged that the 
church in effect leads its members into the sin of self
concern instead of services for others. “Hunger will 
shape the destiny of nations more than any other force 
in the world today,” Hatfield declared. Contrasting the 
ways of government and churches in meeting human 
needs of people, he pointed out that government can 
provide the physical needs of people, but it cannot 
minister to the spirit nor change the heart. “We either 
voluntarily do the work of God on earth by using our 
resources individually and through the church to meet 
mankind’s needs and do so out of the dynamic love of 
Christ within us, or, failing to do so in this way, we let
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God accomplish his will through human government 
which taxes our resources from us by compulsion of 
law and uses them carelessly and impersonally,” Hat
field asserted.

Messengers approved a resolution from their Resolu
tion Committee touching on population explosion. It 
reminded of the threat of mass starvation and the 
responsibility of parents to determine the desirable 
size of families and the spacing of children so as to 
provide adequately for them as well as for the well 
being of the parents. The resolution commended the 
judicious use of medically approved methods of 
planned parenthood to those married couples who 
desire it and may be benefited by it, and the dissemina
tion of planned parenthood information.

Aware of the difficulties of applying the principle of 
separation of church and state in our highly complex 
society messengers approved a resolution urging the 
Congress to enact legislation which would help clarify 
responsibility of the judiciary to interpret the meaning 
of the US Constitution for separation of church and 
state, including constitutionality of federal funds in 
church-sponsored programs.

Disturbed because we are often called “the problem 
child among Protestants,” there were voices deploring 
our exclusivism as a luxury we can ill afford. There 
were those asking Southern Baptists to lead a new 
evangelical thrust in America. Effort to set up a special 

study committee to discover possible ways of coopera
tion with other evangelical groups with particular 
reference to witness and evangelism was attempted. 
This was asked without any thought given to organic 
union. However, this matter was wisely left to the 
Executive Committee, rather than the setting up of 
another committee. The Executive Committee will 
study the matter and report to the 1968 Convention in 
New Orleans.

An advisory planning committee has suggested 
emphases for a ten year period beginning in 1969. 
These were approved and designed to encourage South
ern Baptists to discover and accept better personal 
understanding of the Gospel and application of insights 
that are creative in shaping a more mature Christian 
life. Agencies are asked to plan guidance in increasing 
individual and group maturity, church membership, 
church usefulness to the community and the world, and 
gifts for the furtherance of the Gospel.

“I want to emphasize Bible reading in every Baptist 
home and every Baptist church,” President Paschall 
urged. He pointed out that the time is here when we 
need to make the Bible determinative in the lives of 
people.

As usual we Baptists did a lot of resolving in our 
Convention sessions. How far these resolutions get 
beyond the word stage remains to be seen in the months 
ahead.

Messengers Resolutions Touch On 
Peace and Population Explosion

Messengers from Southern Baptist church
es at Miami Beach approved resolutions on 
peace, on separation of church and state, 
and on the problem of population explosion 
among the several issues sifted through the 
Convention’s Resoluutions Committee.

The carefully worded resolution on peace 
assured duly elected leaders in govern
ment support “in developing strong and wise 
policies, in pursuing a just peace in Viet
nam.”

Following are the words of the three 
resolutions approved as an expression of 
messengers at the 110th session of the South
ern Baptist Convention, June 2:

On Peace
WHEREAS, peaceful relationships be

tween the nations are desirable; and,
WHEREAS, many nations are being in

vaded by ideological subversiveness, political 
infiltration, and military aggression; and,

WHEREAS, our national government in 

its strength has made commitments to de
fend the right of self-determination by the 
people of many smaller countries; and,

WHEREAS, there appears within consci
entious men a need to reconcile the Chris
tian’s pursuit of peace with the patriot’s 
prosecution of defensive war; now,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by 
the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in 
annual session on June 2, 1967, in Miami 
Beach, Florida; that,

FIRST, we encourage a search of Scrip
tures for principles which set forth one’s 
responsibilities both to God and to country; 
and, that,

SECONDLY, we assure our duly elected 
leaders in government that we support them 
in developing strong and wise policies, in 
pursuing a just peace in Vietnam, and in 
helping to maintain order in the world; and 
that,

THIRDLY, we uphold in prayer men 

who are engaged in restrictive measures 
against destructive forces of invasion so 
that law and order may obtain.

On Separation of Church and State
WHEREAS, the Southern Baptist Con

vention reiterated in 1963 its historic posi
tion for separation of Church and State in 
its Statement on Baptist Faith and Message 
in these words:

“Church and State should be separate. 
The States owes to every church protec
tion and full freedom in the pursuit of 
its spiritual ends. In providing for such 
freedom no ecclesiastical group or de
nomination should be favored by the 
State more than any other . . . the 
Church should not resort to the civil 
power to carry on its work . . . the State 
has no right to impose taxes for the 
support of any form of religion.”

and
WHEREAS, we desire to see all rights 

and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitu
tion and Bill of Rights secured unto all 
persons, and

(Continued on page 7)
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Tennessee Topics
Holston Association—First Church, King

sport, ordained Bill Garwood, Bob Mears 
and Tom Banks as deacons. Lewis E. 
Wallen, Reeves Quillen and Kenneth Glover 
were ordained as deacons at Westerlay 
Heights Church. New Victory Church or
dained Lee Cooper, Clifford Bennett and 
Bobby Slagle as deacons. Elden Bailey, 
formerly minister of music at Glenwood, is 
now serving in a similar position at Indian 
Springs. Kenneth Kyker became pastor at 
Reservoir Road May 7. Pleasant Grove, 
Paul M. Broyles, pastor, installed new lights, 
new ceiling, and redecorated the sanctuary. 
Union, Harry Moore, pastor, is building 
some additional space which includes faci
lities for a baptistry, choir, class rooms and 
rest rooms. Cherry Grove, H. J. Bingham, 
pastor, added new front doors and pulpit 
furniture. Lovelace ordained Foster Taylor 
and Norman Mowell as deacons. Colonial 
Heights recently honored Pastor and Mrs. 
Ronald Hicks with a reception on his 10th 
anniversary as pastor of the church. The 
church constituted in April, 1956, extended 
a call to Hicks in December of that year 
and he has been the church’s only pastor. 
Since then two educational units, valued at 
more than $250,000 have been built with 
plans for a sanctuary. James Dampier, pas
tor of Unaka Church in Watauga Associa
tion, began his work as pastor of Clark 
Street June 11. Gilbert I. Adams, pastor at 
Oak Street Church, Elizabethton, became 
pastor of Temnle Church, Johnson City, 
June 7. Southwestern ordained George 
Granger, Hu"b Gross, and Jim Milter as 
deacons. Oak Hill dedicated its n^w buildmg 
recently. State Line Church. Tonv Gon
zalez, pastor, burned the $10,000 note in a 
special service indicating the final payment 
on the educational building which had cost 
$17,000.

The Manufacturing Chemists Association 
honored Carl T. Bahner of Carson-Newman

WAKE FOREST, N.C.—Six Tennessee students were among 144 who 
graduated from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary here May 19.

Students and degrees received are listed as follows: L to R are Paul 
Dewayne Simmons of Martin, Th.M.; Robert Henry Burton, Nashville; 
Wyman Everett Hall, Morristown; Delbert G. Payne, Jr., Clinton; Bobby M. 
Polk, Johnson City; and A. Ray Sorrells, Jr. of Petersburg; all received BD 
degrees.

College, Jefferson City, for his outstanding 
work with undergraduates. Bahner was pre
sented a 1967 College Chemistry Teacher 
Award during the Association’s 95th An
nual Meeting at White Sulphur Springs. The 
award consists of a medal and a citation, 
accompanied by a check for $1,000.

R. Trevis Otey, pastor of Glasgow 
Church, Glasgow, Ky., resigned May 21 to 
accept the call of First Church, Jackson, 
effective July 1. He will succeed Wayne 
Dehoney who is now pastor of Walnut 
Street Church, Louisville, Ky. Otey has 
served the Glasgow church nine years. 
Before going to the Kentucky church, he 
was pastor of Brook Hollow Church, Nash
ville. The Oteys have three children, Trevis, 
Jr., Judy Ann, and Stephen Kam.

North Fork Church, Holston Valley As
sociation, dug a full size basement, added 
seven Sunday school rooms, utility room, 
installed electric heat and insulated the 
church. John Hipsher is interim pastor.

Although 87 this June 16, Bro. T. R. 
Hammons is serving'as pastor of Pleasant 
Site Church in McNairy Association. Or
dained 63 years ago this native son of 
Hardeman County has spent many years of 
service for the Lord in Arkansas. He com
mutes once a month to his present church, 
some nine miles from Selmer. According to 
his daughter, Bess Hammons Walker of 555 
NE 29th St., Miami, Fla., Bro. Hammons 
greatest unfulfilled desire is to see a picture 
of his father, Rev. John Finis Hammons 
who died in Jan. 1883 while at Union Uni
versity, Jackson. Should any of our readers 
have any Hammons family information it 
would be deeply appreciated by Rev. T. R. 
Hammons, 260 W. Court, Selmer, Tenn.

Car Crash Kills Two, 
Injures Wallace 
Anderson

Wallace Anderson, Program Services 
manager and recording secretary for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
was injured in a two car crash at LaGrange, 
Ga., Sunday morning, June 4.

His mother, Mrs. Ernest Anderson, 58, 
of Crossville and his mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Iva Mai Gray, 65, of Bainbridge, Ga., were 
dead on arrival at City-County Hospital, 
LaGrange. Miss June Anderson, 34, secre
tary of First Church, Crossville, Anderson’s 
sister, was also injured in the accident. She 
was treated and released from the hospital.

Anderson of 610 Harding Place, Nash
ville, sustained head and internal injuries but 
was listed in satisfactory condition at the 
hospital.

The Andersons en route home from the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Miami 
Beach had gone by Bainbridge for Mrs. 
Gray who was accompanying them to Nash
ville.

Funeral services for Mrs. Anderson were 
held June 6 at Bilbrey Chapel, Crossville.

W. S. (Bill) Bates, who has served as 
assistant pastor of First Church, Jackson, 
almost 10 years, becomes pastor of First 
Church, Martin, Aug. 1. He succeeds 
Thomas W. Pope who became pastor of 
West End Church, Paducah, Ky. in March.

Ellis W. Hollon, Jr. of Murfreesboro, has 
been elected to the faculty of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N. C., as associate professor of philosophy 
of religion. Since 1965 he has served on the 
faculty of Middle Tennessee State Univer
sity, Murfreesboro, where he is now associ
ate professor of philosophy and chairman 
of the department of philosophy.

—From Bro. Blots th* BoUdor, 
©1967 Broodman Prow, conrinf
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Sunday School Department

NASHVILLE—THE EMPHASIS IN 
JUNE is on Sunday School Work with 
Four’s and Fives’s, which is the topic of 
conversation between Miss Helen Young 
(L), author of the Convention Press book, 
and a Beginner Sunday School worker. The 
June issue of The Sunday School Builder 
contains procedures and questions for in
dividual study of this book on the adminis- 
stration of a Beginner Sunday School de

CHILDREN’S 
HOMES 

by James M. Gregg, 
General Superintendent

We are rejoicing in the good reports 
which are coming to us concerning the 
Mother’s Day Offerings. Through June 1, 
we received $44,403. This includes funds 
sent directly to my office and through Dr. 
Kendall’s office. However, many of the 
churches do not send their contributions 
until June 1 and we will not receive it until 
July 1. For this reason, we will keep our 
books open through July for the Mother’s 
Day Offerings. If you had a conflict and 
were unable to present this most important 
need to your people, you still have time to 
designate a Sunday, perhaps Father’s Day, 
June 18.

Let me again thank you, Tennessee 
Baptists.

Thursday, June 15, 1967

partment. Credit will be given in the Church 
Study Course when requirements are met.

Individual study of Sunday School Work 
with Four’s and Five’s is not limited to 
Beginner workers and Sunday School super
intendents. “Pastors, ministers of education, 
and parents of Beginners may also profit 
from this study,” said Miss Young, who is 
consultant in Beginner work in the Sunday 
School Board’s Sunday School depart
ment.—BSSB Photo

Oak Grove Church, Moscow, held "ground 
breaking" ceremonies to inaugurate construc
tion of a new auditorium seating over 200. 
Ground breaking was performed by the deacons 
and building committee. Shown I. to r., front 
row: Joe Allen, Samuel Morgan, Johnnie Diggs; 
back row: Herbert Allen, Jr., Jim McClure, 
John McClure, Edd Rhea, and J. D. Miller.

Messengers
(Continued from page 5)

WHEREAS, an increasingly complex so
ciety constantly raises new questions in ap
plication of the separation principle,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that 
this 1967 session of the Southern Baptist 
Convention reaffirm its 1963 declaration for 
separation of Church and State, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we 
urge the Congress of the United States to 
enact legislation which would help clarify 
responsibility of the judiciary to interpret 
the meaning of the United States Constitu
tion for separation of Church and State, in
cluding constitutionality of federal funds in 
church-sponsored programs, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we 
remind all who call themselves Baptists, dis
tinguish carefully the services that are pub
licly supported from the Christian minis
tries that should be supported exclusively 
by the churches and hold to programs that 
are clearly committed to Christ and His 
kingdom.

On Population Explosion
WHEREAS, God has blessed us with 

the knowledge and skills of medical science 
for the benefit of mankind, and

WHEREAS, overpopulation and the 
threat of mass starvation is posing an in
creasing problem in many parts of the 
world, and

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of pa
rents to determine the desirable size of 
families and the spacing of children so as to 
provide adequately for them as well as for 
the well-being of the parents, and

WHEREAS, the Biblical concept of mar
riage teaches sexual companionship of hus
band and wife, the procreation of children, 
the worth and dignity of a human life,

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that 
the Southern Baptist Convention commends 
to those married couples who desire it and 
who may be benefited by it, the judicious 
use of medically approved methods of 
planned parenthood and the dissemination 
of planned parenthood information.
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Interviewed by the press were: L to R: Rabun Brantley, executive secretary, Education Com
mission; Foy Valentine, executive secretary, Christian Life Commission; H. Franklin Paschall, 
SBC president; Porter W. Routh, executive secretary-treasurer of the SBC executive committee; 
and C. Emmanuel Carlson, executive secretary of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
affairs. Carlson is from Washington, the others from Nashville.

Senator Mark Hatfield, Baptist layman of 
Washington, spoke to the Convention following 
the Christian Life Commission's report.

Newest appointees of the Home Mission 
Board came to the SBC as a group on Eastern 
flight 955.

Messengers watch, listen, and doze during 
a lengthy session of the SBC.

Photo by Don Rutledge

Charles L. McKay, of Arizona, gives his opinion 
on questions of interest to Southern Baptists at 
the exhibit of the Research and Statistics de
partment of the Sunday School Board.

Page 8 Baptist and Reflector



Seen at Miami Beach 
Convention Hall

First Negro missionary appointed by Foreign Mission Board in 84 years, 
Sue Thompson of Missouri, appointed to Nigeria (center). Miss Areta 
Privette of Texas, journeyman for Nigeria. Sam Choy of Hawaii, named 
missionary associate for Korea.

W. Fred Kendall (right), SBC registration secretary, congratulates C. 
Henry Preston, pastor of East Ridge Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., the 
400,000th messenger to register at the SBC since its beginning in 1845. 
Preston was the 14,647th messenger to the Miami Beach Convention.

New officers of the Southern Baptist Pastor's Conference are, l-r: 
Gerald Martin, president, pastor of Poplar Avenue Church, Memphis; 
Harper Shannon, vice-president, pastor, First Church, Dothan, Ala.; and 
re-elected secretary-treasurer, Warren Littleford, superintendent of 
missions for Minnesota Baptists, Colfax, Minn.

Sports and entertainment stars' smiles brighten the SBC Pastor's Con
ference. Left to Right: golfer Gary Player, recipient of the first Christian 
Athlete of the Year award from the Conference: Anita Bryant of Miami, 
actress and singer; and James Jeffrey of Kansas City, executive director 
of Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Ali gave testimonies at the Pastor's 
Conference session Monday night.
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Current Issues in Baptist Life

How Should We Observe The 
Lord’s Supper?

by Wayne E. Ward, professor of theology 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

The pattern that has developed around 
the Lord’s Supper observance in most of 
our churches seems designed to destroy 
the real meaning of the Supper. It is usual
ly tacked on to the end of a public wor
ship service, and it may involve various 
groups of people which do not have the 
actual unity in Christ which the Supper 
is intended to express.

Sometimes, well-meaning Christians urge 
the use of the Supper in inter-denomina
tional meetings, or in other disparate gath
erings, in order to try to demonstrate the 
unity of all Christians. Real unity is cer
tainly a worthy goal, for which Jesus 
prayed. But the use of the Supper to try 
to achieve it may lead to the tragic mis
take of manipulating a Christian ritual to 
suggest a unity which is not there in fact.

Only the redeeming power of Jesus Christ 
through the Holy Spirit can make Chris

tians one in Christ’s body. If people are 
truly regenerated by the Holy Spirit and 
are, therefore members of the one body of 
Christ, the Lord’s Supper can be the most 
magnificent expression of that unity. How
ever, when some people believe they be
came Christians by being sprinkled in in
fancy; and others believe they became 
Christians by being immersed; and others 
believe they became Christians by being 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit — they may 
be furthering division by trying to demon
state a unity in the Supper which they deny 
in their basic beliefs!

Jesus certainly made it clear that the 
Supper is not to be observed in a general 
public meeting. He took his disciples aside, 
into an upper room; and, by his insistent 
probing, he made them examine their hearts 
and their relationship to him. This is an 
indication that we should plan the ob

servance of the Lord’s Supper today, not 
in a general meeting for the public, but in 
a special meeting of the church fellowship. 
This is the only situation in which the mem
bers can truly examine their relationship 
to Christ and to each other — and thereby 
“discern the Lord’s body!” (I Cor. 11:29).

Not only should the Supper involve a 
special meeting of the church; it should be 
the central act which dominates the entire 
service whenever it is held. It is true that 
early Christians often ate the Supper at the 
conclusion of an agape, or love feast. But 
the entire meal was a part of tbe fellow
ship in Christ, preparing the way for the 
climactic moment of giving the bread and 
the cup — exactly as it was with Jesus 
and the disciples in the Upper Room. Some 
churches have found a marvelous renewal 
of the early Christian practice, by gather
ing the church family around the tables 
for an evening meal. Then, in the simplest 
way, someone at each table follows the di
rection of the pastor in serving the bread 
and the -cup to those at the table.

Many variations are possible in the man
ner of observance, but any adaptation of 
the Supper should preserve its basic mean
ing — a deeply committed fellowship of 
Christians, whose lives are submitted to the 
discipline of the one body (the church), 
and who examine themselves in spiritual 
depth as they eat the bread and drink the 
cup in remembrance of their Lord!

Jntexpretation . . .
Famous Last Words

“And when he had spoken these things, 
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight” (Acts 
1:9).

“And when he had spoken these things.” 
What things? Immediately preceding, Jesus 
had spoken of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
and of the missionary task (v.8). Just prior 
to that He had conversed with the apostles 
about another matter (vv.6-7). But even be
fore that Jesus had been speaking about the 
coming of the Holy Spirit (w.4-5). Since 
verses 4-5, 8 comprise a whole, may we not 
consider verses 6-7 as an interruption of 
Jesus’ train of thought? Words of departure 
usually are words of importance. So let us 
examine these “famous last words” of Jesus 
to His apostles before He ascended into 
heaven.

Knowing that the time was at hand for 
His departure from the earth, Jesus assured 
the apostles that they would not be left 
alone (cf. Jn. 14:16-18). The coming of the 
Holy Spirit would be of fulfilment of the 
prophecy of John the Baptist (Matt. 3:11).

But the apostles had other things on their 
minds. They were wondering if Jesus was 
about to “restore again the kingdom to 
Israel” (v.6). In spite of everything they still 
clung to the current dream of a political
military Messiah with an earthly kingdom. 
Jesus tried to avoid this interruption to vital 
matters about which He was speaking. This 
is seen in the word “asked.” It is an im
perfect tense in Greek, meaning that they 
kept on asking again and again. This sug
gests that Jesus ought to ignore their ques
tion which was so irrelevant. But when they 
kept asking in order to get on with vital mat
ters, He gave them a reply.

“It is not for you to know the times or 
the seasons, which the Father hath put in 
his own power” (v.7). “Times” and “sea
sons,” according to A. T. Robertson, some
times, and probably here, mean “periods” 
and “points.” They were not to be con
cerned about charting events and fixing dates 
as to the development of the “kingdom.” 
Likewise, this implies the same truth with 
respect to the second coming of Christ and 

attendant events at the culmination of the 
age. It is not our business to chart events and 
to endeavor to fix dates. All such efforts in 
the past have resulted in failure for those 
who did so.

Jesus said that these things are those 
“which the Father hath put in his own 
power.” “Hath put” or “hath placed” ren
ders an aorist middle (reflexive) verb form. 
The aorist tense simply means that the 
Father has done it historically. The middle 
voice means that He did it Himself, of His 
own sovereign power and wisdom, with no 
counsel or help from any source outside 
Himself. This thought is emphasized by “in 
his own power.” “Power” renders exousia, 
ek, out of, ousia, being, or out of His own 
authority and power in His nature as God. 
It is “his own” and belongs to no one else. 
So Jesus said that the charting of events and 
the fixing of dates (“periods” and “points”) 
is God’s responsibility.

Having settled this Jesus returned to His 
theme. The apostles and others will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit’s power, and are to set 
forth on their missionary task—Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and to the last part of the 
earth (v.8). This is our responsibility, as the 
“periods” and “points” are the responsibility 
of the Father.

In effect Jesus said, “Do not try to handle 
God’s job which He has reserved to Himself 
alone. Get on with the job which He has 
given to you alone.”
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Training Union Department

THE LORD’S
DAY 1967 Regional Training Union Conventions

By Charles R. Ausmus

There is the old Sabbath and the new. 
The seventh day was a day of rest after 
God’s creation was finished. The new, the 
Lord’s Day, is a day that memorializes the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ; it is a monu
ment of the new creation, the finished 
redemption.

The Lord’s Day is more important now 
than ever in American life. We are being 
threatened by Communism, paganism, mate
rialism, and human selfishness on every 
side.

John was “in the spirit on the Lord’s 
Day” (Rev. 1:10). On the Lord’s Day he 
had a personal encounter with God in wor
ship, he heard God’s voice, he saw the 
glorified Christ, and received the Revelation.

We must use the Lord’s Day according 
to the Lord’s will or we lose it. If we misuse 
Sunday, we rob God, we rob ourselves and 
others.

The Sabbath was “made for man”—i. e. 
for man’s good, benefit, and welfare. Man 
needs the physical rest of Sunday. Man 
needs the fellowship of the family, the wor
ship and fellowship in the church. Man 
needs “a day” to bring to his memory the 
blessings of God—to remind us of our 
needs and that we are spiritual beings, made 
in God’s image.

Once upon a time there was a nation 
called America. It was pioneered, opened 
up, settled and developed by God-fearing 
people. Churches were everywhere. America 
grew and waxed powerful through the good
ness of God. By and by a group said to the 
Lord, “Lord, we need Wednesday night for 
ourselves” and the prayer meeting died. As 
things became more important and pleasure 
spots multiplied; a portion of the people 
said to the Lord, “Lord, we love you and 
we respect your day, but there are so many 
things to do and so many places to go, we 
want Sunday night for ourselves.” Another 
group informed the Lord, with a sheepish 
look on their faces, that they would be leav
ing the church after Sunday School during 
the summer months.

One hot evening in the latter part of the 
summer, a group of marchers appeared 
before the Lord. Their testimony and plea 
was, “Lord, we need all of Sunday—our 
week ends are loaded.”

Jehovah bowed his head—deathlike quiet
ness was everywhere—then out of a cloud 
stepped an angel—he placed one foot upon 
the land and one foot upon the sea and 
declared with a loud voice that “time shall 
be no more”.

THE 
INDOMITABLE 

BAPTISTS 
by 

O.K. Armstrong 
and 

Marjorie Moore Armstrong

Southwestern Region
Northwestern Region

June 19
June 20

First Church, Lexington
First Church, McKenzie

South Central Region June 22 First Church, Shelbyville
Central Region June 23 First Church, Hartsville
North Central Region June 26 First Church, Monterey
Southeastern Region June 27 First Church, Sweetwater
Northeastern Region June 29 First Church, Rogersville
Eastern Region June 30 First Church, Lake City

State Junior Memory Work Drill - 1:00 P.M.

Conferences for All Age Groups - 2:30 P.M.

Regional Sword Drill and Speakers’ Tournament 
Evening Session — 7:00 P.M.

23,000,000 strong today-each 
still individually responsible to God

From Roger Williams to Billy Graham, 
America’s Baptists, despite their diverse 
witness, have always been united in their 
defense of spiritual liberty. The newest 
volume in the ’Religion In America Series’ 
tells their story in a book every Baptist 
should own — “a fascinating narrative of 
the role of Baptists in helping to shape 
American history.” — Lynn E. May, Jr., 
Southern Baptist Convention. The Indom
itable Baptists, just published, is $5.95 
at your Baptist bookstore now.

•IDOUBLEDAY

Charles R. Ausmus, pastor of Lincoln 
Park Church, Knoxville is a past president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

At Your Baptist Book Store
1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.

706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.
724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, lenn.
24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.
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Attendance & Additions
Churches S.S. T.U. Add.

Alamo, First ................................ 219
Alcoa, Calvary .............................. 153

First ........................................ 430
Athens, Central ............................ 161

East .............................................. 393
First ........................................ 565
West End Mission *................... 83

Auburntown, Prosperity............. 142
Baxter, First ................................ 85
Bemis, First .................................. 230
Brownsville .................................. 540

Mission ........................................ 103
Brush Creek.....................................107
Calhoun, First .............................. 130
Charleston........................................ 109
Chattanooga, Bartlebaugh............ 117

Brainerd ...............:..................  848
Central ........................................ 689
Meadowview .............................. 43
Concord ...................................... 466
East Brainerd ............................. 255
East Lake.....................................462
First ........................................ 864
Northside ......................    319
Oakwood .................................... 441
Red Bank ...................................1009
Ridgedale...................................... 499
St. Elmo.......................................323
Silverdale ...................................232
South Seminole........................... 230
White Oak...................................416
Tremont.........................................119
Woodland Park........................... 233

Clarksville, First............................. 831
Gracey Avenue ......................... 206
Hillcrest ...................................229
Spring Creek ............................  155

Cleveland, Big Spring................. 357
Blue Springs ............................ 84
North ........................................ 338
Westwood .................................. 228

Clinton, First................................ 545
Collierville, First ......................... 296
Columbia, First ............................  382

Highland Park ......................... 344
Northside .............................. 100
Pleasant Heights....................... 194

Concord, First ............;..............  311
Cookeville, Bangham Heights ... 71

First ........................................ 367
Washington Ave........................... 216

Crab Orchard, Hailey’s Grove . . . 113
Crossville, Homestead ................. 198
Daisy, First .................................. 275
Dayton, First................................ 242
Denver, Trace Creek......................Ill
Dickson, First ..............................  295
Dresden, First .............................. 174
Dunlap, First ............................  157
Elizabethton, First......................... 288

Immanuel .................................. 324
Oak Street ................................ 157
Siam ...........................................  200

Etowah, First.................................290
North ............................................ 402

Gladeville .......................................  155
Goodlettsville, First ..................... 512

Madison Creek ....................... 127
Grand Junction, First................. 135
Greeneville, First ......................... 327

Cross Anchor ............................ 14
Greenbrier, Bethel ....................... 147

First ......................................... 340
Jordonia .................................... 94
Lights Chapel .......................... 39

Harriman, Piney Grove ............. 150
South ............................................ 458
Trenton Street........................... 296

Henderson, First ......................... 195
Hendersonville, First ................. 739
Henry ........................................ 88
Hixson, Central............................ 309
Humboldt, First ..........................  442
Huntland ...................................... 88
Jackson, Ararat ..........................  138

Calvary ........................................ 401
First ........................................... 749
North .........................................  237
Parkview ...................... ... 369
West..............................................707

Johnson City, Antioch ................ 108
Central .......................................  633
North .........................................  201

Kenton, First................................ 193
Macedonia .................................. 87

Kingsport, Colonial Heights .... 402
First .......................................  819
State Line ................................ 256

Kingston, First...............................334
Knoxville, Beaver Dam............. 357

Black Oak Heights ............... 231
Broadway .................................... 711
Central (Bearden) ................... 692
Cumberland................................ 382

18
68

210
82 

166 
227

47
55
57
52

119
39
74
36
43 

261 
208

11
168
77 

129 
211

93 
167 
262
164

86
43
69

121
28
97

106
104

82
36

133
38

140
81

156
65
83

111
39
73

111
30
46
93
91
66

102
84
44

113
73
57
73

108
39
76
73

133
71

192
82
76
51
13
88

148

June 4, 1967
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIilllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllillllllllllllltitllllllHIMIUIQIIIItll llimillllllHttlllUIMIIIIII

• •
2
2
2
1

2
3
5

1
8
1
1

3

4
1
2
1

2

1
1

3

2

28
53

154 7
95
45 4

149 15
57

173
126 5

27
29 1

113
186 1
115 3
106
308 4
59

133 1
55 1
46 2
71

129 3
202 12
133 4
112
121 2
68

130 2
217
137 1

Fifth Avenue ............................ 554 185
First ...........................................  775 110 1
Grace .......................................... 425 165
Immanuel .................................. 332 72 1
Lincoln Park ............................  905 227
McCalla Avenue......................... 673 191 1
Mount Carmel ..........................  156 62
Meridian .................................... 597 138
Smithwood ................................ 610 205 1
Wallace Memorial..................... 629 227
West Hills .............................. 357 111
West Lonsdale ..........................  368 173

LaFollette, First ..........................  232 68
Lawrenceburg, Deerfield ............. 142 94

First ........................................ 179 53
Highland Park ......................... 266 105
Meadow View............................  403 26

Lebanon, Rocky Valley............... 143 56
Lenoir City, Calvary ................... 205 71 1

Dixie Lee.................................... 143 78
First ...........................................  364 102 1
Kingston Pike ........................... 131 66
Pleasant Hill ............................  163 86 2

Lewisburg, First........................... 300 82
Livingston, First ......................... 199 103
Loudon, New Providence...........  119 88

Union Fork Creek ................... 99 - 86 1
Madison, Alta Loma ................... 272 120

First ........................................... 416 75 2
Malesus .......................................... 220 76
Manchester, First ......................... 298 111 4

Hillsboro .................................... 38 28
Trinity ........................................ 135 74

Martin, Southside......................... 133 76 3
Maryville, Armona ....................... 147 63

Broadway .................................. 511 228 1
Everett Hills ............................  429 217 1

McEwen, First ............................ 96 12
McMinnville, Gath ....................... 130 52

Magness Memorial ................... 289 58
Westside .................................... 40 21
Shellsford.................................... 175 81

Mt. Juliet ...................................... 233 117
Memphis, Ardmore ..................... 598 259 3

Bartlett ...................................... 438 167 2
Bellevue ............................ h....... 1421 591 20
Boulevard .......................... "... 258 95
Brunswick .................................. 89 47
Calvary ...................................... 243 105
Charjean .................................... 240 53 2
Cordova ...................................... 104 53
Dellwood .................................... 466 167 4
First ............................................ H45 211 3
Forest Hill ................................ 109 44
Frayser ...................................... 704 268 2
Glen Park .................................. 342 157 1
Graceland .................................. 512 121 1
Kennedy .................................... 459 240 1
LeaClair...................................... 466 . . 1
Leawood .................................... 805 267 3
Lucy ...........................................  202 102
Macon Road .............................. 256 96 1
Manassas' Street ....................... 110 65
Mountain Terrace.....................  258 129 1
Peabody ...................................... 169 96
Second ........................................ 738 177 2
Sky View .................................. 435 200 4
Southern Ave............................... 597 122 5
Speedway Terrace...................... 614 275 9
Summer Avenue ....................... 42 21
Temple .......................................  852 220 1
Trinity ........................................ 641 184 1
Wells Station ............................ 634 211 1
Westmont .................................. 161 78 7
Whitehaven ................................ 785 183 9

Milan, First .................................. 443 131
Northside .................................. 184 88

Monterey, First ............................ 182 52 1
Moscow, Oak Grove...................... 71 35
Murfreesboro, First ..................... 601 119 9

Calvary ...................................... HO 46
Immanuel .................................. 73 46 2
Third .......................................... 243 56
Woodbury Road.......................... 222 78

Nashville, Brook Hollow ............. 365 111
Dalewood ................................ 500 107 2
Dickerson Road ........................  438 115
Donelson View ........................  195 110
Eastland .................................... 508 137 1
Fairview .................................... 212 48
First .......................................... 1293 386 3
Carroll Street.............................  126 28
Cora Tibbs ................................ 41 24
T.P.S............................................. 186
Gallatin Road .......................... 378 98 1
Glenwood .................................... 248 69 1
Grace . . .•..................................... 742 252 6
Haywood Hills ..........................  454 182 6
Hermitage Hills.......................... 434 146
Hillhurst .................................... 244 116
Inglewood .................................. 749 125

Coggins Joins VISTA
WASHINGTON (BP)—Ross Coggins, 

director of communications for the South
ern Baptist Christian Life Commission in 
Nashville for the past six years, has been 
appointed Southeast regional administrator 
for Volunteers in Service to America 
(VISTA) by the Office of Economic Oppor
tunity here.

Coggins assumed the position with offices 
in Atlanta, Ga., June 15.

His appointment was announced here by 
Sargent Shriver, director of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity which administers 
the VISTA program, sometimes called the 
Domestic Peace Corps, as part of the War 
on Poverty programs.

Coggins will be responsible for the total 
administration of the VISTA program and 
work of 180 VISTA volunteers in six states: 
Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee, according to Bill 
Crook, director of VISTA here and an or
dained Baptist minister from Texas.

In Nashville, Coggins said he was accept
ing the position with enthusiasm for the 
challenge it presents to help meet human 
need in the six-state area, and that through 
the position he would be able to make a 
practical application of the Christian gospel.

Coggins expressed appreciation for the 
Christian Life Commission and for the op
portunity of working in the area of Christian 
social action with the director of the com
mission, Foy Valentine.

Valentine called Coggins’ resignation “a 
critical loss” to the commission.

Coggins for six years prior to joining the 
Christian Life Commission was with the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, 
serving with his wife as a missionary to 
Indonesia.

Joelton ......................................... 298 123 4
Lakewood ................................ *. 205 87
Lockeland ...................................  448 101 1
Park Avenue.............................. 947 217 4
Riverside ..................................... 311
Rosedale....................................... 186 68
Two Rivers .................................  316 119 1
Woodbine..................................... 490 153 3
Woodmont ...................................491 121 4

Oak Ridge, Robertsville............. 649 129 3
Old Hickory, First ........................ 457 176 2

Rayon City .................................  183 68
Temple ..................................... 284 120

Oliver Springs, First ..................  145 50
Parsons, First ........................ 200 62
Philadelphia, Cedar Fork...........  158 85
Portland, First .............................. 350 122
Powell, First .................................  240 45

Glenwood ..................................... 339 121
Pulaski, First.................................  260 55
Rockwood, Eureka ........................ 102 62
Rogersville, East . ..........................  213 124

Henard’s Chapel ........................ 112 71
Savannah, First ............................ 172 45
Sevierville, First ............................ 459 142
Shelbyville, First .......................... 356 88 1

Flat Creek .................................. 32
Hickory Hill ................................. 47 33
Shelbyville Mills ........................ 175 61

Sparta, First .................................. 178 67
Springfield ..................................... 465 77

Mission .......................................... 28
Extension .................................... 20

Sweetwater, First.......................... 385 88
Troy ............................................. 173 73
Tullahoma, Grace .......................... 155 71 3
Union City, First.......................... 603 . . 3

Second ....................................... 276
Watertown, Round Lick ..............  215 69 2
Waynesboro, Green River...........  150 77 1
White House ................................ 156 45
Whiteville, First ............................ 174 61
Winchester, First .......................... 202 59

Southside ...................................... 73
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Achieves Record 
Attendance

Middle East Missionaries 
Take Precautionary Moves

President Paschall congratulated W. C. Boone 
of Jackson, Tenn, who was honored by the 
Convention as having attended more annual 
sessions than anyone present, an unbroken re
cord over the the past fifty years. He attended 
his first SBC meeting in Nashville in 1914.

From the beginning of the Middle East 
crisis the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board has been in constant contact with its 
missionaries in that part of the world. 
Cabled assurance was given to every Mission 
(organization of missionaries in a country) 
of full support for any moves that might 
seem to be advisable. Contact by overseas 
telephone has given firsthand reports of the 
developing situation.

Dr. John D. Hughey, secretary for work 
in Europe and the Middle East, arrived in 
Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday afternoon, June 
3, for consultations with missionaries con
cerning the situation.

Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary 
of the Board, had telephone conversations 
with Dr. Hughey on Sunday afternoon, 
June 4, and with Dr. Finlay M. Graham, 
missionary in Beirut, on the following morn
ing.

Missionaries from Gaza have withdrawn 
to Beirut with the exception of Dr. Merrill 
D. Moore, Jr., and Dr. David C. Dorr, who 
are keeping the Baptist hospital there open 
as long as possible. Authorities of UNRWA 
(United Nations Relief and Works Agency) 
have indicated their readiness for the doctors 
to leave Gaza on the plane evacuating the 
last of the United Nations personnel.

With the outbreak of fighting, mission
aries in the troubled areas began to take

Don Sturgis, radio news director, and Ed 
Malone, radio program director of the Radio 
and Television Commission, SBC, staff and 
mobile radio-TV trailer parked behind Conven
tion Hall. In assisting the convention news 
team Sturgis and Malone fed 5-minute and 
one-minute newscasts to more than 100 radio 
stations in 12 states. Newscasts were done 
each day during the convention sessions at 
Miami Beach.

C. A. Roberts Not To
Serve At Southwestern

MIAMI BEACH—C. A. Roberts, former 
pastor of First Church, Tallahassee, Fla., 
will not be accepting his previously an
nounced appointment as professor at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
seminary official announced here Friday.

“Roberts, who was to become professor 
of evangelism effective June 1, has asked to 
be relieved of his commitment because of 
health,” said Seminary President Robert E. 
Naylor.

“His request has been granted and he is 
not coming to the seminary,” Naylor added.

Roberts was reported to be hospitalized 
in Waco, Tex., but was not available for 
comment.

As president of the Southern Baptist Pas
tors’ Conference, Roberts was scheduled to 
preside over sessions of the pastors’ meeting 
in Miami Beach, May 9-30, but was unable 
to because of illness.

“Due to tension and pressure,” said 
Gerald Martin, conference vice-president, 

further steps toward possible evacuation. 
Reports from Beirut indicated that most of 
the missionaries may come away temporari
ly, although some may remain. Istanbul, 
Athens, and Rome are the destinations for 
those who may evacuate.

Missionaries in Jordan may possibly be 
evacuated through Iraq in case it becomes 
necessary to leave.

Missionaries in Yemen are still at their 
posts in Jibla, and construction of the hos
pital is proceeding.

Missionaries in Israel have indicated that 
mothers with small children will probably 
leave, but that some of the missionaries will 
remain as long as possible.

Dr. Cauthen said following his talks with 
Beirut: “In emergency periods missionaries 
recognize the unusual opportunities for 
service which are presented. They under
take to stay as long as possible, but they do 
not hesitate to leave when it becomes evi
dent that such a step is necessary.

“The Foreign Mission Board always gives 
to missionaries full power to act in meeting 
emergency situations and guarantees full 
financial support for whatever steps are 
necessary.

“Southern Baptists are urgently requested 
to remember the missionaries in the Middle 
East in prayer as they face these difficult 
days.”

Executive Committee
Elects Officers

MIAMI BEACH—The Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee elected a 
Pensacola, Fla., minister James Pleitz, as its 
new chairman here.

Pleitz is pastor of the First Church, Pensa
cola. He succeeds W. Douglas Hudgins, pas
tor of First Church, Jackson, Miss., as chair
man of the 58-member committee.

New vice chairman is Joe Coleman, archi
tect from Tulsa, Okla. Elected secretary was 
Claude F. Gaddy of North Carolina, a long
time worker for the state Baptist convention 
office and Baptist layman.

Re-elected secretary-treasurer was Porter 
W. Routh of Nashville, who is executive 
secretary of the Executive Committee.

“C. A. Roberts’ personal physician ordered 
him not to attend the convention and to 
cancel all engagements.”

Martin presided over the Pastors’ Con
ference and later was elected president.
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 18, 1967—By W. R. White

Paul’s Prayer for the Church
Focal Passage: Eph. 3:13-21

Paul loved the church. He held it in the 
highest esteem. To him it was the bride and 
body of Christ.

Paul was a man of prayer. In his writings 
he had a way of turning to importunate 
intercessory prayer. Perhaps he was more 
effective in praying than preaching. How
ever, he was a giant for God in both of these 
holy exercises.

Fortunate indeed were those who were on 
Paul’s prayer list. We have heard some 
people say that they had rather have an aged 
saint with one foot in heaven pray for them 
than anyone else. Others have expressed a 
preference for the prayers of a tender child 
who had just been converted. To be included 
in the prayers of Jesus is best of all. Bless 
His holy name, He is praying for us this 
minute seated at the right hand of the 
Father. Heb. 7:25. See also John 17:20
Boosting the Ephesians' Morale Eph. 3:14

For a great leader to suffer so many re
verses extending to a Roman imprisonment, 
tends to shake the faith of the disciples. It 
could be a great blow to their morale. Paul 
knew that quite well.

Therefore the great apostle sought to en
courage them. He said in another place that 
his imprisonment had fallen out for the 
futherance of the gospel. In fact Paul be
lieved that his sufferings had enriched his 
own life, faith and usefulness. The Ephesians 
were the beneficiaries of his enrichment

OLD BIBLES 
beautifully rebound 

in Fabrikoid or Genuine Leather, name stamped 
in gold free. Also, religious pamphlets and 
magazines bound in flat opening permanent 
books. Send books for free estimate to Specialty 
Binding Co., P. O. Box 1208, Tupelo, Miss.

Need Finances for
a New Building?

The Providence Plan is the answer.

A proven plan of success.

For full information, write

Providence Church Plan, Inc 
1128 Gordon Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30310

• or write your name and address below and 
mail this advertisement to us.
Send full information to:

Name_

Address

City___  State

through suffering. They therefore, should 
glory in it.
The Prayer For Inner Power Eph. 3:14-16

The whole consideration magnifies Paul’s 
conception of the amazing majesty and 
Grace of God which caused him to bow in 
utmost reverence before the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

In verse 15 we have a difficult passage. 
It most likely carries the idea that God the 
Father is the source of the highest form of 
fatherhood and family. The first fatherhood 
was ascribed to God with Jesus His only 
begotten Son. God made Adam and Eve in 
His own image and fused them into a 
marital oneness.

Paul prayed for inner strength of the 
disciples. This was to be realized by the free 
functioning of the might of the indwelling 
Spirit. It is to be in proportion to the riches 
of Christ’s glory. What a privilege and 
prospect this was and is!
Prayer For Greater Depth Eph. 3:17-19

He prayed that Christ should be at home 
in their hearts by faith. This would mean 
that they would have roots going down deep 
in the soil of love and it would mean that 
their lives would be built on the solid foun
dation of love. We have both a botanical 
and a building idea here.

Rooted in love and built on love the dis- %
ciples’ comprehension would extend to all 
dimensions. It takes love to understand love. 
With love we can fathom things beyond 
mere intellectual knowledge. In fact im
mersed in love we will be able to lay hold on 
the realities of God in great depth and 
fulness.
A Prayer Promise in Praise Eph. 3:20-21

Paul praised the mighty resources 
of God’s ability and indicated the staggering 
availability of those resources for the asking.

ON MATTERS OF

By 
Dr. B. David Edens 

319 E. Mulberry 
San Antonio 12, Texas

Director of Counseling, Trinity Baptist Church

It's What Parents Don't 
Demand Of Themselves

It isn’t what parents demand of their kids 
that causes trouble between the generations, 
but what parents don’t demand of them
selves, it was generally agreed by educators, 
community leaders and parents attending a 
conference jointly sponsored by the Cali
fornia Congress of Parents and Teachers 
and the California Youth Authority.

Parents who don’t practice what they 
preach are at the bottom of much of the 
confused, rebellious behavior that marks 
today’s youth, stressed Lt. Charles R. Gross 
of the Los Angeles Police Dept, and Robert 
Jenkins, superintendent of the San Francisco 
School District. “Youth is deeply concerned 
about the conflict between what we say and 
what we do.”

More than ever there is need for young 
people with self-discipline, self-control and 
a sense of responsibility. Children will 
achieve these qualities only if they see that 
the adults who make and enforce rules for 
them are themselves living up to the stand
ards they advocate.

Widespread use of drugs among young
sters has made many parents worry about 
their own children’s ability to resist the 
trend. Narcotics authority Chester F. Rob
erts of the California Youth Authority said 
that youngsters most likely to use drugs are 
those from families where there is no strong 
father; where no limits are set on behavior; 
where parental goals for the child are un
realistic, and personal relations are cold and 
remote.
We have an inner working of power that can 
bestow on us all of this rich possibility. 
There is no greater encouragement to pray 
found in the whole Bible. This world is yet 
to see what prayer can do.

Regardless of the foibles and failures of 
the church, there will be a measure of 
Christ’s glory in it throughout all ages, world 
without end. Just as there was a light always 
burning in the temple so there will be an in
extinguishable flame of glory in the church 
of Jesus Christ to the end of time. The gates 
of hell will not prevail against it. This is a 
sustaining hope for all who have Christ and 
His church.

There will be an irreducible nucleus hold
ing a deposit of divine truth around which 
we may rally, producing another great a- 
wakening as long as the church is still on 
earth. God has so ordained it.
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Children’s Page
LOST IN THE BIG WOODS*

By Elizabeth White

Sammy was a little boy about—well, just 
about your age. He lived in a small, white 
house near the edge of the Big Woods. Every 
morning when Sammy went out to play, his 
mother said, “Now Sammy, stay close to the 
house. Don’t go near the Big Woods or you 
will get lost.”

Sammy thought it sounded like fun to be 
lost in the woods. Sometimes his father 
would take him there for a walk. It was 
always so pretty and cool. Once they had 
seen a tiny bear cub hurrying off through 
the bushes.

One hot summer afternoon as he was 
going out to play, his mother called, “Stay 
near the house, Sammy.”

For a while Sammy played with his toys 
near the house; but, oh my, it was hot! 
Looking up, he saw a beautiful yellow 
butterfly go flying past him. Jumping quick
ly to his feet, he started after it. It paused 
for a moment in a clump of bright-red 
flowers. Just as Sammy reached for it, away 
it flew. A short distance from him, it hovered 
in the air a few minutes, then was off again, 
flitting gracefully through the leaves and 
out of sight.

Sitting down under a tree, Sammy looked 
around. It was much cooler there. A soft

♦(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved) 

breeze blew the flowers that grew at his feet. 
He could see a tiny bee flying in and out of 
the flowers. Across the grassy meadow was 
the house.

Just then a small brown bunny with a 
white, powder-puff tail hopped by him and 
on down a little path. Jumping up, Sammy 
ran after him. He ran and ran. After a 
while his legs grew tired. He came to a little 
stream where he sat down to rest. He sailed 
some twigs and leaves in the water and built 
a fort in the sand. When he felt rested, he 
got up and looked around. Where was the 
brown rabbit? Where was the house?

“Oh, dear,” exclaimed Sammy, “I had 
better hurry home. Mother will be looking 
for me.”

Turning around Sammy started back. 
He walked and walked and walked. How 
tired his legs grew! Now the woods didn’t 
look so pretty. The flowers nodded their 
heads as he hurried by, but Sammy didn’t 
see them. Now everything looked different. 
It was beginning to get dark, and he still 
could not find the little path where he had 
seen the brown bunny.

“Why, I must be lost!” thought Sammy.
Suddenly there was a crash in the bushes 

just ahead of him.
“Wh-what’s that?” cried Sammy.

Laughs...
The Recruit had finished his physical and 

was being questioned by a sergeant, who 
asked: “Did you go to grammar school?”

“Yes, sir. I also went through high school, 
graduated cum laude from college, com
pleted three years of graduate studies, and 
then received two years at Purdue, two at 
Vanderbilt, and two more at Wabash.”

The sergeant nodded, reached for a rub
ber stamp, and slapped it on the ques
tionnaire. It consisted of one word: “Liter
ate.”—L. S. Hembree.

She: “I just broke my glasses. Will I have 
to be examined all over again?”

Doctor: “No, just your eyes.”—Elberton 
Star.

He turned and began to run. He ran just, 
as fast as he could. It wasn’t long before his 
legs were so tired that he just had to rest. 
Sitting down under a big tree, he looked 
around. Whatever had frightened him must 
have gone the other way.

What strange sounds he heard! He could 
hear something quite near. In fact, it was in 
the tree above him. Looking up, Sammy saw 
two big yellow eyes.

“Oh!” cried Sammy.
Srambling to his feet, he started off again. 

He hadn’t gone far before he stumbled over 
a root and fell. Sitting there in the growing 
darkness all alone, rubbing his knee, Sammy 
began to wish he had never seen the butterfly 
or the little brown rabbit.

“Who-o-o-o?” asked an owl in the tree 
above him.

“Croak, croak,” answered a toad nearby.
“Chirp, chirp, chirp,” called a cricket 

from somewhere behind the tree.
Sammy sat quite still listening to the 

strange noises all about him and staring 
wide-eyed into the dark night. Suddenly he 
remembered the things his teacher said in 
Sunday School last Sunday about how Jesus 
is always close to us. Sammy closed his eyes 
and prayed that he would be found.

Sitting there with his eyes closed, Sammy 
began to feel that he wasn’t alone or lost. 
He still didn’t know the way home, but he 
didn’t feel afraid any longer.

A short while later, a light came shining 
through the woods.

“Sammy,” a voice called. “Sammy, where 
are you?”

“Sammy didn’t hear it. He was so tired 
he had fallen asleep under the tree on a soft 
bed of leaves.

The light came nearer. Soon, it shone on 
Sammy where he lay asleep. Gently, his 
father picked him up and started home.

Sammy opened his eyes. “Oh, Daddy,” he 
cried, “did Jesus send you to find me?”

“Yes,” smiled his father, “he helped me 
find you.”

Slowly Sammy’s eyes began to close. “It 
isn’t any fun being lost, after all,” he 
murmured.
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Speakers Urge Change 
During SBC Meetings

MIAMI BEACH (BP)—A demand for 
change keynoted opening sessions of four 
Southern Baptist auxiliary groups.

Problems facing churches and individuals 
were cited as the need for change in the 
simultaneous meetings of ministers, religi
ous educators, music directors, and the 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

John Wood, a Paducah, Ky., pastor, dealt 
with the demand for change in the church 
and religion in an address to the Southern 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference.

Wood said automation and extra leisure 
time should cause churches to consider such 
innovations as Bible classes and worship 
services on Thursday, instead of Sunday, 
and if persons won’t come to the church 
building, to take the worship services to 
where they are.

In this secular age the modern church 
seems irrelevant to modem man. He wel
comes the church building in a community 
because it is a nice place for a family wed
ding and a good place to send the children 
on Sunday morning, Wood said.

The answer is church members who have 
had vital personal experiences with Christ 
and will proclaim the message of the church 
in ways that deal with such human anxieties 
as death, guilt, emptiness and meaningless.

Sounding a similar note in an address to 
the Southern Baptist Religious Education 
Association on the theology of ministry 
was Charles A. Trentham of Knoxville.

“When the church ceases to meet real 
human needs in Christ’s name, she ceases 
to be the church,” Trentham said.

Tennessee Graduates At New Orleans Seminary

Arthur Chance Rainey Cobb Hampton
Mrs. Carol Arthur, Jerry M. Chance, Joe 

C. Cobb, David V. Hampton and Kenneth 
T. Rainey were candidates for degrees in 
commencement exercises May 19 at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, New 
Orleans, La.

Mrs. Arthur is the wife of Gary L. 
Arthur and the daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
D. L. Hammer, Jr., of 2326 North Park
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FATHER-DAUGHTER COMMENCEMENT TEAM—H. Franklin Paschall (left), president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and pastor of Nashville's First Church, examines the Com
mencement program at Samford University, Birmingham, Ala., along with his daughter Pam 
and Samford president, Leslie S. Wright. Dr. Paschall was commencement speaker. Pam was 
one of 399 seniors who received degrees as part of Samford's largest graduating class.

One of the reasons many young persons 
look at the church with mild disdain or 
open contempt is because they see it using 
its talent and wealth to massage an institu
tional ego and to promote a kind of propa
ganda that the institutional church is sacro
sanct whether or not it ever performs a 
ministry, he explained.

“If the Christian faith has any observable 
effect upon life at all, it is in the turning 
of a person’s concern outside of himself 
toward others. Instead of that, our youth 
sees the church as an institution so self-

Blvd., Knoxville. She received the MRE 
degree.

Cobb, son of Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Cobb 
of McKenzie, and Hampton, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. D. Hampton of Arlington, both 
received the ThM degrees.

Jerry M. Chance and Kenneth T. Rainey, 
natives of Memphis, received ThD de
grees.

conscious of its invincible prestige and 
power it must always be on the defensive,” 
he added. ■ r- , -

Dr. Joseph M. Pipkin, an Orlando, Fla., 
dentist, told of his need to render greater 
personal Christian service which resulted in 
a trip to Africa last summer at his expense 
and a month of work in a Baptist dental 
clinic in Nigeria.

Pipkin recalled to the Woman’s Mission
ary Union how a speaker challenged him at 
a Brotherhood meeting to use his specialized 
skills in ususual Christian service. The
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board in 
Richmond, Va., arranged for him and his 
wife to go to Africa.

In a Southern Baptist related breakfast 
about 200 doctors, dentists and other medi
cal personnel learned of opportunities to 
use their specialized skills in foreign coun
tries.

Sponsored by the Brotherhood Commis
sion and the Foreign Mission Board, the 
conference featured testimonies of medical 
personnel who have taken part in the short
term ventures.

Another plea for change was sounded by 
James L. Pleitz, a Pensacola, Fla., minister, 
in an address to the Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference on improving 
church staff relations.

His solution for eliminating discord was 
for church staff members to start thinking 
in terms of others. He cited as reasons for 
discord a failure to communicate, over
specialization, laziness, and the desire for 
recognition.
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