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Devotional

He Understands Me

By Gary Anderson, Orlinda

Let me tell you one reason I am a Chris
tian.

Simply speaking; “I choose Christ as my 
Lord because He is a God who understands 
me.” Yes, it is that simple with me. He 
understands me in two ways.

First, He understands me because He 
made me. The God of Christianity is a 
creator God. He thought me. He fashioned 
me. He put me together like a watchmaker

Baptist and Reflector
Established 1835 

1812 Belmont Blvd., Nashville, Tenn. 37203 
Phone 297-0951

Richard N. Owen..
Joseph B. Kesler, Jr. 
Business Manager

.....................Editor
Richard David Keel
Circulation Manager

Entered at Postoffice, Nashville, Tenn., as second- 
class matter as a weekly except Christmas week, 
under the act of March 3, 1879.

To effect change in address, give both old and new, 
also name of church and allow 2 weeks.

Subscriptions $2.25 each; Clubs of ten or more, 
$1.75; Church budget rate to 50% or more of church 
homes, 30 weekly. Advertising rates on request.

Cost of cuts must be paid by those submitting 
pictures for publication. Space forbids full printing 
of Resolutions and Obituaries. News-value items in 
such may be used.

Member of Baptist Press (BP) service of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Subscriber to Reli
gious News Service (RNS).

Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention
W. Fred Kendall, Exec.-Sec'y-Treasurer

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE: Charles Aus- 
mus, Chairman; Lewis Bratcher, David Byrd, George 
Capps, Eugene Cotey, R. G. Elliott, Melvin Faulkner, 
Eugene Fleming, J. E. Ledbetter, Raymond Lloyd, 
Ralph Murray, O. C. Nugent, Richard Sims, Jonas L. 
Stewart, and Henry West.

Congressmen Tie Family Planning 
To Poverty War

WASHINGTON (BP)—Eleven members 
of the U.S. House of Representatives are 
pushing for a national program of family 
planning services. They hope to tie it in with 
the War on Poverty and to make it a part 
of the work of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity.

The government program, although not 
endorsed by the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, would be in harmony with a resolution 
approved by the Miami Beach meeting of 
the convention.

For the first time the SBC formally 
endorsed planned parenthood and the dis
tribution of information about birth con
trol.

Rep. James H. Scheurer (D., N.Y.) is tak
ing the lead in the House for the develop
ment of a service aimed at better family 
planning. Similar efforts are being made in 
the U.S. Senate during the debate on the 
renewal of the Economic Opportunity Act...

The new bill would authorize grants for 
family planning services at the state and 
local levels to private and non-profit agen
cies such as hospitals and health depart
ments. It would also expand such grants to 
the present community action programs.

The proposed program would include 
family planning inforination as well as medi
cal supervision and supplies to persons want
ing the service.

The Scheurer bill protects the religious 
beliefs of people by providing that “no in
dividual will be provided with any medical 

puts together a watch. He knows what 
causes me to tick. He knows my needs 
when I breakdown. As I said, “The God 
of Christianity understands me because He 
made me.”

Second, He understands me because He 
has lived my kind of life. He understands 
me as a watchmaker understands a watch, 
but that is not enough. Mechanical under
standing is insufficient. It is cold, imper
sonal, and too calculating for me. The God 
of Christianity understands me through ex
perience. He is a God who got involved 
in my life. He became flesh (John 1:14), 
and shared my life. He shared death, like 
I will share death (Phil 2:8). He willingly 
participated in my temptations. “For we 
have not a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as 
we are, yet without sinning.” (Heb. 4:15 
R.S.V.)

As I said before, “I have a God who 
understands me from both sides. He made 
my life, and He shares my life.” In the 
words of J. B. Phillips, “It makes me feel 
I’d do all I could for a God like that.” 1 
i P.84 J. B. Phillips, Plain Christianity, The Ep
worth Press, London, 1954.

supervision or supplies which such individ
ual states to be inconsistent with his or her 
moral, philosophical, or religious beliefs.”

Likewise, no compulsion will be used in 
the program. No information or supplies 
will be provided unless the persons involved 
voluntarily ask for help.

The last four presidents—Harry S. Tru
man, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Ken
nedy, and Lyndon Johnson—have favored 
government support of family planning 
services, according to Scheurer.

In addition, he points out, many religious 
groups are now asking for such programs. 
Even the Roman Catholic church, which 
has traditional positions against certain types 
of birth control, is now encouraging govern
ments to make available “appropriate in
formation” and to take “suitable measures” 
in the area of family planning.

Scheurer emphasizes that family planning, 
or the lack of it, is directly related to poverty 
conditions. He quotes Mollie Orshansky, a 
prominent social scientist, as saying, “the 
larger the family, the greater the poverty 
hazard for children.”

According to Orshansky, “of the 15 mil
lion children being reared in poverty, 6.5 
million or 43 per cent were growing up in a 
home with at least five youngsters under age 
18.”

She further says, “Indeed the poverty rate 
among families rose sharply from 12 per 
cent when there was one child in the home 
to 49 per cent when there were six or more.”

According to Scheurer, many families find 
it difficult to escape poverty conditions be
cause of too many children spaced too close
ly together.

“I he poorly educated and poverty strick
en, who are the most in need of family 
planning assistance, are the very persons 
who now have the least access to such 
assistance,” he said.

Moody Moves Its Aviation 
Training to Elizabethton

Missionary aviation training facilities of 
the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago will 
be moved to Elizabethton, Tenn., accord
ing to Dr. William Culbertson, president 
of the institute.

Elizabethton was selected for the new 
location because it offers better flying con
ditions than the present airfield, just two 
miles from Chicago’s O’Hare International 
Airport.

Moody Bible Institute has been training 
missionary pilots since 1946. Its aviation 
program is part of its curriculum offering 
professional education for Christian careers.
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PATRIOTIC PRAYER IN 1967
By C. Emanuel Carlson 

Executive Director, Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs

“Lord, teach us to pray . . .
On July 3, 1776, the day after the text of 

the Declaration of Independence had been 
agreed upon, John Adams wrote a letter to 
his wife, Abigail. He assumed that July 2 
would be the anniversary of independence.

“It ought to be commemorated as the 
day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devo
tion to God Almighty. It ought to be 
solemnized with pomp and parade, with 
shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations from one end of this 
continent to the other, from this time for
ever more.”

Back of such boisterous rededication to 
God were the long conferences needed to 
get the several colonies to agree to a course 
of action. It was also a breakthrough in 
which many people rose above their party 
differences and put their energies into a 
concerted war against the motherland and 
against her “duly constituted authorities.”

In the enthusiasm of those days the found
ing fathers had agreed to some strong and 
clear language. Those ideas have been em
bossed before the eyes of every generation 
since then, both to challenge and to em
barrass. Listen!

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain un
alienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That 
to secure these rights, Governments are in
stituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed,— 
That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organiz
ing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness . .

A hundred ninety years later that small 
group of leaders has become a nation of 190 
million. How do we respond now to Adams’ 
call to “solemn acts of devotion to God 
Almighty?” How shall we pray on July 4, 
1967, so as to pray in earnest and not in 
mockery?

At this season thoughtful Christians face 
several soul-searching questions. 'For in
stance:

Are guns, bombs, bonfires, etc., whether 
real or make-believe, a background of music 
that brings forth true responsiveness to God? 
Are there different kinds of patriotism and 

different kinds of prayer to match each?
Are those “self-evident” truths universal 

truths that are applicable to “all men”? Is 
“self-determination” of God? Do Americans 
now believe in “self-determination”?

Are those “self-evident” truths so valid 
that God’s devoted people must apply their 
implications in both church and state? Is 
equality a distinctive prophetic ministry of 
government? What does it mean in the life 
of the church?

Our generation is in spiritual need. We 
are part of a nation in need of guidance. 
July 4th is a time to say, “Lord, teach us to 
pray . ..

History has no shortage of the prayers 
and sermons formulated in times of national 
crises. They are of several kinds, with no 
end of variety in both intent and language.

Before and after 1776 the clergy were 
very vocal on the public issues. Those who 
now would silence preachers with reference 
to community and public affairs can gain no 
support from the age of the founders. It is 
useful, indeed, to read periodically some of 
the ideas of those “Patriot Preachers of the 
American Revolution” (published in 1860, 
this collection contains sermons by more 
than a dozen notables).

Nathaniel Whitaker, for instance, in 1777 
preached at Salem, Mass., a sermon he 
called “Antidote against Toryism.” In it he 
was compelled to define what he meant by 
freedom. Living as he did before the idea of 
the “rights of man” vis-a-vis government had 
become clearly espoused, he uses a strange 
concept of “civil liberty.” “Civil liberty is the 
freedom of bodies politic, or states.” It is 
“the power of a civil society or state to 
govern itself by its own discretion, or by 
laws of its own making, without being sub
ject to any foreign direction or the imposi
tion of any extraneous power.” This civil 
liberty, he held, gave people “all that free
dom which God designed for his rational 
creatures in a social state. All liberty beyond 
this is mere licentiousness—a liberty to sin 
which is the worst of slavery” (Op. cit., p. 
199).

Few Americans would be satisfied now 
with that little freedom. The term “civil 
liberty” now is the caption under which 
individual human beings are guarded from 
oppression and are assured a role in society. 
On the other hand, Nathaniel Whitaker’s 
idea of “civil liberty” is one to which 
modern U.S.A, cannot give a ready assent 
in the far parts of the world. It is hard for 

us to pray with Whitaker, for his world was 
too simple. But how shall we pray?

In the midst of World War II, I stood on 
a Sunday afternoon beside the trembling 
wheel-chair of an elderly lady who was 
cruelly twisted with arthritic pains. She has 
two sons. That previous week both of her 
sons had had to report for military service, 
leaving their mother as a public charge in a 
private home. I heard that saint’s prayers 
that God would watch over her sons, and I 
shared her assurance that God had also 
heard. She did not pray that her sons should 
have preferential treatment, that they should 
be spared induction, or battle, or suffering. 
For her it was enough to know that “God 
would be with them.”

Her mind was not complicated with in
formation about the goals of statecraft. The 
relationship of war to economic resources 
and standards of living did not enter her 
petition. She had no concerns about the 
“power vacuums” in the world, or about the 
watersheds of history as they are shaped by 
military exploits. For her, she saw no na
tions in the making nor in the breaking. All 
that was a world beyond her, but she prayed 
for her boys, and was answered.

There are times and places in life in which 
all join in the experience of simple trust. It 
is not a selfish prayer, it is faith at work. It 
is a simple personal desire. But how shall 
we pray for the large complex world out 
yonder, the world into which those boys had 
to go and fight?

Every war has also had its prayers for the 
victory of “our righteous cause.” All wars 
tend to become “religious wars.” I do not 
mean that they necessarily pit one religion 
against another, for wars have room for all 
the friends of “the cause.” Rather, I mean 
that a war demands “ultimate loyalty,” and 
has no room for those whose religion stands 
apart or stands in the way of “patriotism.”

The cause is usually the cause of national 
victory. The philosophic and the theoretic 
results are reserved for future analysis. For 
a “state church” to invoke providence in 
behalf of the nation’s arms may be called 
normative. It remains to be shown, however, 
that established churches are either more or 
less zealous in their prayers for military 
success than are the free churches.

Within the mature memories of 1967 are 
the recollections of prayers against “the 
Huns” and against “the Japs,” prayers that 
expressed the animosities of one nation for

(Continued on Page 13)
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EDITORIALS.................
Freedom To Be What 

God Means Men To Be
Liberty is carved deep into our American history 

and heritage. The Statue of Liberty holds freedom’s 
torch high above New York Harbor. This colossal 
bronze figure was given by the French people to the 
people of the United States 91 years ago. It was un
veiled in 1876 on the 100th anniversary of our na
tion’s independence. When the Declaration of Inde
pendence was signed, July 4, 1776, and the Continental 
Congress adopted it, the thrilling news was spread by 
the ringing of the bell in the old State House in 
Philadelphia. That bell has since been famed as the 
Liberty Bell. That place was vested with honor as 
Independence Hall. Engraved on the Bell you read, 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto all the 
inhabitants thereof.” (Lev. 25:10)

Our forefathers used a biblical basis for action in 
achieving freedom. America’s dream has been liberty 
for all—both in this land and elsewhere. This dream 
has been slow in realization. Witness the struggle of 
minorities. Witness the long civil rights crusade now

stalled by some of its extreme proponents. But this 
dream is being fulfilled in the political realm and to 
some degree also in the educational, social and eco
nomic realms.

America is a land of liberty.
As such we cherish it. Remember the price paid for 

this freedom. Our land guarantees privileges and rights 
to all regardless of race, color, or creed. Processes of 
law prohibit annulment or interference with just rights 
and privileges.

But today we are in danger of losing this as a land 
of freedom. Freedom dies as violence, looting, sense
less arson scorn others’ rights and spew forth from the 
pit crime, in shocking increase. America’s very exist
ence is threatened by rising tides of lawlessness and 
immorality. Police forces are being rendered ineffective 
against crime by measures that favor the criminal and 
work against the welfare of the law-abiding elements of 
society.

The Bible is concerned that men be free. It is con
cerned that they have opportunity to five in dignity, to 
learn, to work, to freely assemble, to freely express 
themselves, and in so doing, to realize their highest 
potential of being. Much attention is given this in our 
political philosophy. Numerous laws have been enacted 
to implement these freedoms.

But the Bible is also concerned that men have free
dom to be what God calls them to be in the full experi
ence of His redemptive love in Jesus Christ. This means 
a spiritual experience of Divine grace and a life lived in 
fellowship with God and His redeemed people.

There is danger lest we forget liberty in its deepest 
meaning depends on love. There is danger lest we over
look the fact that freedom in its truest sense can never 
be known without reverence for, and obedience to, 
God’s law. Paul, writing to the new Christians in Rome, 
expressed his joy that they, who had once been servants 
of sin, “had obeyed from the heart the truth delivered 
to them.” So doing they had been made free from sin 
and they had become the “servants of righteousness.” 
This great truth needs emphasis today. Freedom is 
shown in acting with the sense of responsibility in serv
ing righteousness.

No man is free, matter it not how many freedom laws 
are put on the statute books, until that man is delivered 
from the inner tyranny of evil. There is a freedom cult 
which worships license and wallows in indulgence. Its
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‘Fairness Doctrine’ Upheld By Court
WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—A 42- 

page opinion handed down by the U. S. 
Court of Appeals upheld the “fairness doc
trine” of the Federal Communications 
Commission, and ruled that the “crucial 
consideration” in presenting controversial 
broadcasts is the public interest in hearing 
both sides.

The test case stemmed from a suit 
brought by the Red Lion Broadcasting Co., 
operating in suburban Philadelphia. The 
firm refused free time to a newsman for 
rebuttal to charges brought by evangelist 
Billy James Hargis on a program carried 
by the broadcasting company over its radio 
station, WGCB.

Red Lion officials, charging that the 
fairness doctrine is “unconstitutionally 
vague,” also held that broadcasters are 
obliged to give free time for rebuttal only 
if commercial sponsorship is unobtainable, 
or the complainant can prove he is finan
cially unable to pay for corresponding 
broadcast time.

The FCC successfully argued that the 
complainant does not have to prove any

thing about his financial status to be en
titled to rebuttal time.

This does not mean that the broadcaster 
may not seek a paying sponsor for the 
rebuttal time, but if he is unable to secure 
a paying sponsor, the broadcaster nonethe
less must permit an appropriate amount 
of time for the rebuttal, even if the time 
is free of charge.

In other words, the FCC’s insistence 
that the burden falls upon the broadcaster 
was left standing by the court.

Red Lion also contended that the fair
ness doctrine “suppresses free speech” in 
that it has the effect of conditioning the 
controversial nature of programs or those 
giving critical opinion because of the pos
sibility of not being able to find responsible 
persons to complement the broadcasts with 
opposing views.

“A broadcast station,” Judge Edward A. 
Tamm ruled, “having both the duty and 
the right of determining whether a contro
versial program is in the public interest, 
must, after having exercised that determina
tion by broadcasting a particular program, 
in the public interest afford equal oppor

tunity for the broadcast of the other side of 
that controversial issue.

“This burden exists equally well when 
the initial broadcast consists of a personal 
attack upon a person or organization.

“The crucial consideration is the public 
interest in hearing both sides.”

When the fairness doctrine was ad
vanced by the FCC, it came under strong 
attack, particularly by Mr. Hargis, whose 
program emanates from Tulsa, Okla., and 
by Dr. Carl McIntyre of the 20th Century 
Reformation Hour.

Numerous other organizations, generally 
following a combination of fundamentalist 
religious viewpoints and right wing political 
stances, also have attacked the doctrine.

The Red Lion case, however, was the 
first direct court action. After Fred J. 
Cook, a writer for the former New York 
World-Telegram, asked Red Lion for time 
for rebuttal and was refused unless it was 
paid for, he appealed to the FCC, precipi
tating the test.

It was not certain immediately whether 
the case would be appealed to the LJ. S. 
Supreme Court.

followers are not free. They are the devil’s dupes. They 
rebel at self-discipline. They reject law and order, all 
the while shouting, “Freedom, Freedom.” Ah, freedom 
what crimes are commited in thy name! No one is more 
a slave than such misguided ones. How clear the Bible 
is. Jesus, Himself, warns, “Whosoever committeth sin 
is the servant of sin.” (John 8:34) The word ‘servant’ 
here is doulos which means, a slave. While claiming to 
be free, in irresponsibly casting off moral restraint, they 
sink more deeply into the chains of evil’s bondage.

No man can free himself from this kind of inward 
slavery. Only God’s Son can deliver. But freedom is 
possible in Him. He offers it through His Cross. Let us 
take Him at His word, “If the Son make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed!” Paul realized it and wrote to the 
Romans, “Now being made free from sin and become 
servants of God ye have your fruit unto holiness and 
the end everlasting life.”

Be Careful For The Truth
Those concerned for the truth in broadcasting, 

and we believe all readers of BAPTIST AND RE
FLECTOR are, will take heart at the recent ruling 
of the US Court of Appeals on this matter. That court 

in effect put radio stations on notice. They can’t be 
one-sided in airing controversial matters. This has 
great significance because the radio has been abused 
by some irresponsible religionists to defame and de
nounce Southern Baptists along with some other re
ligious groups. This they have sometimes done with
out regard to the facts in the matter.

The ruling was a first direct court action uphold
ing the “fairness doctrine” of the Federal Communi
cations Commission. It was in a test case concerning 
a radio station in suburban Philadelphia which had 
aired a broadcast by Billy James Hargis and then re
fused to give time to a newsman to rebut Hargis’ 
charges. The radio station lost. The ruling held that 
the broadcaster, that is the radio station owners, must 
permit an appropriate amount of time for rebuttal, 
even if the time for it is free of charge.

This is a ruling of great importance in view of 
the radio programs by such men as Hargis and Carl 
McIntyre who have made charges against those who 
do not hold their views and have constantly promoted 
their programs through controversy and accusation. 
We all need to be careful for the truth in what we hear, 
what we speak, what we write. God is not honored by 
false accusations supposedly given in the name of de
fending the gospel.
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Tennessee Tonics
Some 200 former members and visitors, 

June 11, joined membership of First Church 
of Etowah in celebrating their 60th anni
versary with a homecoming. Organized 
June 2, 1907, in the old Blue Front build
ing on Etowah’s main street with 22 charter 
members, the church now has over 1,000 
members. E. M. Holt is the pastor. The 
church’s only living former pastor H. Cowen 
Ellis, now of First Church, Charlottesville, 
Virginia, spoke at both services.

Franklin Samuel, third child of Rev. 
and Mrs. Harold L. Blankenship, missionary 
associates, was born May 29 in Tripoli, 
Libya, where Mr. Blankenship is pastor of 
English-language First Baptist Church. Since 
then the Blankenships have been evacuated 
because of the Middle East crisis. They are 
returning to the States for a short furlough 
(their address: c/o Horace F. Blankenship, 
325 S. Main St., Erwin, Tenn.). Born in 
Flag Pond, Tenn. Blankenship grew up 
near Erwin; Mrs. Blankenship, the former 
Dorothy Amos, was born in Atmore, Ala., 
and lived there and in Davisville, Fla., 
while growing up. Before they went over
seas in 1965 he was associate pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Hickory, N. C.

Rev. and Mrs. James E. Lingerfelt, mis
sionaries to North Brazil, planned to leave 
the States June 5, following furlough. They 
may be addressed at Caixa Postal 2571, 
Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil. They are Ten
nesseans. He was born and reared in Athens; 
she, the former Nelle Self, was born in 
Rockford, and lived there and in Seymor 
while growing up. They were independent 
missionaries in Brazil beforement appoint
ment by the Foreign Mission Board in 1938.

Rev. and Mis. Paul C. Mosteller, mis
sionaries to Thailand, have left the States 
following furlough. They may be addressed 
at P. O. Box 832, Bangkok, Thailand. He 
is a native of Mt. Dora, Fla.; she, the for
mer Dorothy Brizendine, is a native of 
Gallatin, Tenn. When they were appointed 
missionaries in 1956 he was pastor of Barren 
Plains Baptist Church, Springfield, Tenn.

OLD BIBLES 
beautifully rebound 

in Fabrikoid or Genuine Leather, name stamped 
in gold free. Also, religious pamphlets and 
magazines bound in flat opening permanent 
books. Send books for free estimate to Specialty 
Binding Co., P. O. Box 1208, Tupelo, Miss.

Mrs. Mary Lee Turner, 90, a native of 
Nashville died June 10. She taught piano 
lessons in Nashville and at the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Home in Franklin for 
many years. She had lived with a sister, Mrs. 
Douglas Ginn, a former secretary in the 
State WMU office at Nashville, for many 
years. They made their home at 1805 Bel
mont Boulevard.

Madison-Chester Association—Wesley 
Nicholass is the new pastor of Bethel 
Church. James Park, pastor of Clover 
Creek, moved to Kansas City, Mo., where 
he will attend Midwestern Seminary. Wade 
Paris of Liberty Grove Church moved to 
Sikeston, Mo. to accept the pastorate of 
Murray Lane Church. Frank Kemper re
signed as pastor at Pinson to become pastor 
of Emory Church, Emory, Tex. Clyde 
Hamilton resigned Southside Church to ac
cept Harmony Church, Savannah. The new 
pastor at Southside is Bill Robbins. Charles 
Timberlake is the new pastor at Ward’s 
Grove Church. Paul Mason resigned as pas
tor of Spring Creek to enter Southwestern 
Seminary.

Pastor J. C. Parrott of Black Oak Heights 
Church, Knoxville, reports a revival in 
which Evangelist Clyde Chiles of St. Louis, 
Mo. was the evangelist. There were 20 pro
fessions of faith, two by letter and a number 
of rededications.

William E. Franks of Alabama has ac
cepted the pastorate of First Church, Dover, 
following the resignation of Robert Sieg 
who is now pastor of a church in Lincoln, 
Neb.

Wayne Bassette, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. I. 
Bassette, 600 Balsam Drive, Knoxville, be
came pastor of Angola Mission, Angola, 
Ind. June 27. This is a new pioneer mission 
group organized in 1965. It is sponsored by 
Trinity Church, Peru, Ind. and supported by 
the Home Mission Board of the SBC and 
Highland Church, Florence, Ala. Angola 
has a population of 5,500 and is the county 
seat of Steuben County. Bassette, pastor of 
Valdosta Church, Tuscumbia, Ala., the past 
nine years, formerly served Berry Field 
Mission, Nashville; and First Church, Dun
lap. The Bassettes have a son, Wayne, Jr., 
age 11. They will reside at 604 N. Washing
ton Street, Angola, Ind. 46703.

Steve Byrum is the new pastor of Wet
more Church, Polk County Association. Re
cently he was ordained by First Church, 
Athens, R. Richard Smith, pastor.

J. Howard Young has been called by First 
Church, Nashville, as assistant pastor effec
tive July 1 to assist Pastor H. Franklin Pas
chall. Young has been pastor of Westwood 
Church, Cleveland, the past seven years and 
previously served the Springfield Church.

T. Phillip Heard has accepted the call as 
educational director to Northside Church, 
Chattanooga, and began his work June 19. 
He came to Tenn, from West Corinth 
Church, Corinth, Miss.

Holston Valley Association—Belmont 
called James Ealy as pastor and he will begin 
his work early in July. Presently he is a 
student at Clear Creek Baptist School, Pine
ville, Ky., and pastoring a church in Ky. 
Caney Creek Church, John Way, pastor, is 
building a vestibule and rest rooms. East 
Rogersville dedicated its new education 
building June 11. Pastor Truman Debord 
and Norman Matthews, Brotherhood presi
dent, enlisted men of the church who do
nated several hundred dollars of labor. The 
labor, plus discounts on material enabled the 
church to erect a building and air condition 
the auditorium for $18,200. F. C. Wood 
resigned as pastor of Lyons Park Church. 
Oak Grove Church under the leadership 
of Pastor Carter Morell is sponsoring a mis
sion in Carters Valley. First services were 
held June 11 in the Odd Fellows Lodge Hall. 
This is a temporary arrangement for the 
mission while land is being acquired and a 
building constructed. Missionary Henry 
Guy Jackson is serving as pastor. Fred Bur
gin resigned as pastor of West View Church 
effective July 9 to become pastor of Denton 
Church near Newport.

Hardeman County Association—Baylor 
Hilliard resigned as pastor of Dixie Hills 
Church to attend Southern Seminary. Ron
ny Davenport is the new pastor at Hatchie 
Church. He was former pastor of Middle
burg. Silerton is building new facilities on 
the Silerton School purchased last summer 
for its new church home. Toone dedicated 
its new building June 11. Walnut Grove 
completed its new educational building and 
installed running water.

Bruce D. Anderson, former pastor of 
Little Hope Church, Clarksville, is serving 
as chaplain in the US Army. He is located 
at HHC, 2d, Bde, 2d Armored Division, 
Fort Hood, Texas 76546.

Beech River Association—Tomlin Chapel 
Church remodeled the auditorium by adding 
paneling, painting and adding new pews. 
Silas Smith is pastor. Mt. Gilead recently 
added an annex which serves as combina
tion Sunday school-auditorium space. It was 
dedicated at the morning service June 25. 
James L. Spain is pastor.

Page 6 Baptist and Reflector



BAPTIST BOOK STORES 
ANNOUNCE THEIR NATIONWIDE 

AFTER-THE-FOURTH 
PRE-INVENTORY CLEARANCE SALE 

JULY 5 - 22.1967

Thursday, June 29, 1967 Page 7



Best Conference Offers 75
To 55 Problems

Solutions

NASHVILLE (BP)—The Baptist Educa
tion Study Task (BEST) concluded its sec
ond national conference here, but it sounded 
more like the beginning of even more in
volved studies of Baptist higher education 
problems than the end.

The conference didn’t solve all the prob
lems facing Baptist schools, including the 
question of federal aid to education, but it 
did provide a nation-wide Baptist dialogue 
on the thorny problems. And thus, it ac
complished the limited purpose for which it 
was organized.

Rabun Brantley, executive secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Education Commission 
which sponsored BEST, was elated over the 
meeting. He felt the long-overdue study had 
accomplished its task, and now the burden 
rests on the BEST findings committee.

Throughout the four-day conference, a 
total of about 75 solutions were offered bv 
22 study groups to about 55 problems al
ready listed by more than 7,000 persons 
participating in the first national conference, 
24 regional seminars, and other adult study 
sessions.

The task of digesting all the ideas pres
ented in the study now falls to the 18-mem- 
ber findings committee, which will publish 
its analysis of the study in late summer.

Over and over again, five basic themes 
were repeated among the 75 solutions 
offered by the study groups.

1. A crisis in the need for additional fin
ancial support is the root of many problems 
facing the schools, and more money is the 
obvious solution to many problems.

2. Both the colleges and the Baptist state 
conventions which sponsor them need to 
formulate statements of philosophy and pur
pose for the role of each in Christian higher 
education.

3. Improved communication between the 
educational institutions and the churches is 
vital if problems facing the schools are to be 
solved.

4. Conventions must recognize that col
lege boards of trustees are responsible for 
the administration of college affairs, and 
must not try to set policies for the schools 
from the floor of the annual conventions.

5. The Education Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention should sponsor 
a series of national colloquiums aimed at 
developing even more pointed solutions to 
problems in specific areas.

The Association of Southern Baptist Col
leges and Schools, composed of presidents, 
deans and other representatives of Baptist 
schools, voted in a dinner meeting held in 
conjunction with the conference to request 
the Southern Baptist Executive Committee
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for funds to enable the Education Commis
sion to sponsor such colloquiums.

Thus the BEST project may have become 
the beginning of a long series of studies to 
solve the problems facing Baptist schools, 
both on the national level and on the state 
level.

The conference left to the Baptist state 
conventions and boards of trustees two 
major tasks cited as imperative to solve the 
problems the schools face.

One is the decision on what to do about 
accepting federal aid—if any is to be ac
cepted, and if so, what types of aid.

The other is the task of writing in clear 
and concise language a statement of purpose 
and philosophy for each school, and devel
oping an over-all philosophy of Christian 
higher education.

The section on “Preface to a Philosophy 
of Southern Baptist Higher Education” laid 
the groundwork for such statements of pur
pose, but did not attempt to write objectives 
for each school. It was frequently pointed 
out that objectives might be different for 
each institution.

Several points were often repeated in the 
reports and discussions. There was general 
agreement in the section that Christian 
higher education “should be on the cutting 
edge of religious thought.”

There was also general agreement that a 
valid and major purpose of a Christian col
lege is to prepare vocational Christian work
ers for the denomination.

Still another emphasis called for the 
schools to search for knowledge in a Chris
tian atmosphere and to develop an aware
ness of world issues, relating the truth of 
God to the whole of life.

On the question of federal aid, the con
ference generally felt that the decisions 
should be left to the boards of trustees for 
each institution.

Another major point, however, was that 
it is the responsibility of the state convention 
to secure adequate financial sunport of the 
schools, regardless of federal aid.

There seemed to be no indication in the 
reports whether the majority of the con
ference participants favored or opposed 
federal aid although one conference speaker 
estimated that perhaps 75 per cent of those 
present favored the acceptance of federal 
aid.

“There still are many different schools of 
thought among us, ranging from those who 
regard ‘separation of church and state’ in its 
strict construction as a Baptist tenet of faith, 
to those who see no threat to religious 
liberty in the acceptance of federal aid,” said 
the report to the two sections on Financing 
Christian Higher Education.

Several conference participants urged the 
denomination to conduct a special offering 
for Christian education similar to annual 
offerings the denomination sponsors for 
home and foreign missions.

On college-denominational relationships, 
it was frequently pointed out that the 
churches should not expect the colleges to 
be “Bible schools.”

But the main point seemed to be that 
the state conventions should not exert undue 
control from the convention floor, but 
should exert their control through the 
elected boards of trustees. Such undue con
trol endangers the school’s accreditation, it 
was pointed out.

Accreditation was deemed by a section on 
that subject as an absolute necessity, with 
great stress being laid on the need for Chris
tian higher education to be of high quality.

Academic freedom and responsibility was 
also cited as a major item, with one con
ference participant saying this might well be 
one of the major problems of tension be
tween the colleges and the churches. AH 
seemed to agree that for both faculty mem
bers and students, with freedom must come 
responsibility.

A good relationship between students and 
faculty members, with an emphasis on meet
ing the personal needs of students, was a 
major point oft repeated in discussions of 
the report of the section on the Christian 
College Teacher.

Sections on both Academic Scope and 
Religious Scope of Baptist schools agreed 
that Baptist schools are not “Christian” be
cause they teach Bible classes, but only 
when a “Christian atmosphere” permeates 
the entire college.

A major question in both these sections 
was the problem of admissions policies. 
Should Baptist schools give preference to 
admission of Baptist students, or should 
they seek to admit ton quality students re
gardless of Baptist affiliation? There was no 
clear-cut answer given.

The answers to these and other questions 
raised during the conference and the two 
years of study preceding it were left largely 
to the BEST findings committee, to the state 
conventions, and boards of trustees.

Final results of the findings committee 
report is scheduled for release Sept. 15, 
although the committee is hoping for a 
release sooner if possible.

Until then, dozens of Baptist state con
ventions and college personnel will anxiously 
await the final outcome of BEST, which 
promises to be only the beginning of even 
deeper probing of the problems facing 
Christian higher education.

Baptist and Reflector



Six-Year Cynthia Voices Feeling Of Many
During the recent war in the Middle 

East, two Southern Baptists missionary 
families in Jordan were confined to their 
houses for six days by order of the Amer
ican Embassy. The order was prompted by 
fear of reprisal against private citizens be
cause of reports that the United States was 
aiding Israel.

The hope that it would not be necessary 
to leave the country had kept the mission
aries in Jordan after all dependents of U.S. 
government personnel had been evacuated. 
Within hours of the sudden outbreak of 
fighting between Israel and her Arab neigh
bors on June 5, an air attack on the Amman 
airport closed the last escape route.

Other political and military conditions 
rendered evacuation complicated and dan
gerous, says Mrs. J. Wayne Fuller in the first 
news account from the missionaries who 
were evacuated to Tehran, Iran, by the 
International Red Cross on June 11 (with 
the exception of Dr. L. August Lovegren, 
who stayed with the Baptist hospital in 
Ajloun).

When news finally came that the mission

aries and their families could be taken to 
safety, six-year-old Cynthia Fuller wept 
bitterly. Between her sobs she said, “My 
heart is broken in the middle if I can’t live 
in Jordan.”

Mrs. Fuller said this expressed the feel
ings of several members of the missionary 
family in Jordan.

She reported that when the rising hostility 
of the masses made the exodus necessary, 
and the Amman runway had been partially 
repaired, a fleet of American C-130 air
craft was employed by the Red Cross to 
remove several hundred Americans and 
Europeans from the danger zone.

Aboard the first flight were the following 
Southern Baptist missionaries and children: 
Jeannie Mallow and Annice Whatley, mis
sionary journeymen (the other Jordan 
journeyman, Sandra Donalson, flew to Bei
rut two days before war erupted, and was 
evacuated with missionaries serving in 
Lebanon), Jane Staton, special project nurse, 
Mrs. Lovegren and two daughters, Rev. and 
Mrs. Graydon B. Hardister and son, Mau- 
rine T. Perryman, Anna Cowan, Violet 

Popp, Maxine Lindsay, Rev. and Mrs. Wil
liam O. Hern and three children, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fuller and their five children.

Mrs. Fuller wrote: “Jordan is a deeply 
troubled and crippled nation, with hordes of 
refugees flooding in from the conquered ter
ritory. Just when anti-Western feeling will 
subside enough for missionaries to do their 
work is not known.”

Missionaries refugeeing in Tehran are 
staying in the Miami Hotel while hoping 
for an early return to their homes in Jordan.

Missionaries evacuated from Gaza and 
Lebanon are somewhat scattered. Those who 
were nearing furlough time came on to the 
States. A few are whetting their skills in 
special courses in Europe, while most of 
the Lebanon missionaries were planning to 
return to Beirut from Rome, Italy, on Sun
day, June 18.

Rev. J. Conrad Wilmon, who came out 
to help the women and children get settled, 
has returned to Beirut, and reports that the 
country is “returning to normal.”

At present there are four missionaries in 
Lebanon, two in Gaza, and one in Jordan.

1967 Training Union Assemblies

At Camp Linden and Carson every day 
is filled with workshops and confer
ences designed to make your-job in 
Training Union more interesting. Also 
fun and fellowship is nowhere more 
evident than in the afternoon recrea
tion period.

Registration Fee of $2.00 must be 
9

paid when, your reservation is made.

Each person should bring: blanket, 
linens, wrap, raincoat, quarterly, Bi
ble. Regular clothing must be worn 
at all meetings—slacks, jeans, and 
pedalpushers may be worn for recrea
tion only.

The total cost is $17.00 per person, 
or $12.00 per child under eight.

Transportation will be available to 
and from the bus station.

(Check the week you desire)

Name

Address .

Church _

1967 
TENNESSEE 

TRAINING UNION ASSEMBLIES
Linden: July 31-Aug. 4 I I

Aug. 7-11 □

Carson: Au®. 14-18 □

Aug. 21-25 □

CITY STREET

Association
ROUTE

Are you a Christian?Church Member?---------------------------------
•Year of Birth Check: Boy Q. Girl □ Man □ Woman □

Check: □ if you will need transportation from Bus Station.

Registration fee of $2.00 must be paid when reservation is made.
Send reservations to: CHARLES L. NORTON

Training Union Department
1812 Belmont Boulevard
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37212
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A Mandate to Minister to Persons
By Theodore

Some years ago I heard a minister say in the 
midst of a long lecture, “The glory of our reli
gion is that it is always ready and able to meet 
life at its point of deepest need.” Too often we 
lose sight of this important fact about our 
Christian faith. It is a glorious fact that we are 
taught from childhood that each of us is of 
concern to our Heavenly Father—that the very 
hairs of our head are numbered—and that the 
God who notes the sparrow’s fall is mindful of 
each of us too. God is ready and able to meet 
any life any time anywhere at its point of 
deepest need.

The big question you and I face is—are we 
as ready as He is to minister to those in need 
in His name? One of the problems of our day 
is that we are so concerned with great com
missions and compelling causes and conflcting 
ideologies that we are prone to neglect our 
primary responsibility to minister to persons. 
Jesus was interested in people as individuals, 
but today so often individuals become just 
statistics, or numbers, or cards, or a hole in a 
computer card rather than persons created in 
the image of God. We need constantly to be 
reminded of Jesus’ concern for individuals and 
of our responsibility to seek and to save the 
lost—even the one lost when ninety and nine 
were already in the fold.

All the resources of our faith mean little un
less they touch individual lives and are brought 
to bear on personal problems. Our church pro
grams must never lost sight of our responsibi
lity for the individual. Rather, we must be like 
a great clinic or hospital—ready at any given 
moment to deal with individual needs—broken 
arm, a case of appendicitis, a woman about to 
give birth to a child, or a man a victim of a 
tragic accident. Just as “the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us” so we must heed the in
junction of John (I John 3:18, Moffatt)—“Let 
us put our love not into words or into talk but 
into deeds and make it real.”

We do have a mandate from our Lord to 
minister to persons. Each and every individual 
was precious to him. He thought of people as 
persons who think and feel and love and sor
row. He thought of individuals as souls that 
could be lost or saved. The New Testament 
teaches that each person is made in the image 
of God and that God is “no respecter of per
sons” but “He has made of one blood” not only 
all nations but each and every one of us. Each 
person is unique and of value in the sight of 
the Creator—so valuable that Christ died to 
save even the unloveliest of us that we might 
know the life abundant and eternal in His 
name.

Think through the life of Jesus and you will 
see how precious individuals were to him. I

Theodore F. Adams, former president of the 
Baptist World Alliance (1955-60), has been 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Richmond, 
Va., for the past 31 years. He delivered this 
message to the SBC at Miami Beach recently.
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need only mention the woman who touched the 
hem of his garment in the crowd and aroused 
bis compassion; or the widow who gave her 
tiny mites and received his praise. He was con
cerned about little children and a man with the 
withered hand; and the prodigal who was lost 
from his father’s house but finally came home. 
It was then that Jesus said, “There is joy in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth.” Care of 
individuals was so dominant in Jesus’ life that 
he stopped his teaching one day to heal a man 
who was let down through the roof. You re
member how Jesus met his life at its point of 
deepest need. Friends had brought him for 
healing, but Jesus saw a deeper need and said 
first, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” Only after 
he had met the deeper need did Jesus say, 
“Rise, take up your bed—walk.” Jesus was con
cerned with the whole person—body, mind, and 
soul.

Jesus also teaches us about our mandate to 
minister to persons in the story of the Good 
Samaritan. Two men passed by the wounded 
traveler and did nothing to help him. They were 
so busy with great concerns that they could not 
care for a lone individual or stop to minister 
to a man in need. The Good Samaritan stopped 
because he cared and had compassion. He took 
his time and spent his money to minister to one 
individual in desperate need. No wonder Jesus 
commended him. Jesus himself was described as 
one who “went about doing good.” He taught 
us that we are to love one another as he has 
loved us, and he demonstrated it graphically 
when he spoke of those who were sick and in 
prison and naked and hungry, and then added— 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.”

You recall the story of Albert Schweitzer, 
one of the truly great men of the past genera
tion. He was a noted philosopher, an outstand
ing musician, and a leading scholar, and many 
honors had come to him. But one day he read 
of the need of a trained medical doctor to 
minister to the sick and the dying in Africa. 
You remember he went to the Lambarene, 
founded a hospital, and literally forgot himself 
into immortality ministering to individuals in 
the name of the Great Physician.

Such is our mandate—to minister to persons. 
Jesus said, “As the Father sent me, so send I 
you.” As we learned from the story of the man 
let down through the roof, Jesus was concerned 
about the whole person, and we must be too.

We are concerned with saving the souls of 
individuals. That is primary. We are saved one 
by one by grace through faith. We are failing 
in our ministry if we do not preach to individ
uals—“Ye .must be born again.” But just as our 
Master was concerned with the bodies and 
minds and relationships of those to whom he 
ministered, so we must be. We, too, are to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, minister to the 
sick and the imprisoned and the impoverished 

and the underprivileged. We needs must be 
concerned with all of life’s needs and relation
ships if we are truly to minister to persons. The 
Good Shepherd went out to seek the one that 
was lost, but he also was sure before he went 
that the ninety and nine were safe and fed and 
sheltered within the fold. The Shepherd first 
ministered to each of the ninety and nine and 
then he went to seek the one that was lost. Our 
mandate to minister to persons is inescapable— 
but we must so minister that, whatever their 
other needs may be, all will come to know Him 
who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

You may remember how Lloyd Douglas 
speaks of Dean Harcourt, the crippled Dean of 
a great cathedral. He could not go out to visit 
people—they had to come to him. Each morn
ing he spent time in prayer, first in the morning 
prayers and then in quiet alone in the San
ctuary. Because of this daily contact with his 
Lord, Lloyd Douglas says, “Those who came to 
see the Dean through the, day felt that somehow 
they had been very close to Headquarters.”

We have many areas of concern as we seek 
to minister to persons. We are concerned with 
the family, with society, with school and busi
ness and industry—for they too are concerned 
with persons. Great causes call for our best 
cooperative effort. We do need our boards, and 
commissions, and societies, our hospitals, and 
children’s homes, and homes for the aging, our 
programs for social welfare. We needs must 
combat drunkenness, and immorality, intem
perance of all kinds, discrimination against 
people—either because of race and nation or 
color or culture. But always we must remember 
that we are concerned about the persons who 
suffer under poverty and discrimination—about 
the individuals who are lost in frustration and 
monotony—about the people who, because of 
their own sin and others, suffer and die.

Great causes and appalling wrongs do chal
lenge us. We needs must respond as did the 
young man of whom Pierre VonPaasen tells. 
You recall during the days of the Inquisition 
how a young father was burned at the stake for 
his faith. Late in the day his wife took their 
young son to where the father had died. A 
compassionate soldier let her go close and she 
took some ashes and placed them in two little 
bags of red and black cloth. Binding them with 
a cord, she put them around the neck of her 
son and tucked them inside his blouse. Then 
looking straight into his eyes she said, “Son, 
you bear on your breast the ashes of your 
father who died for his faith. Whenever you 
see discrimination, or hatred, or bigotry, or 
evil these ashes will burn on your breast and 
you must cry out against them.” And the lad 
answered, “Mother, it shall be so.”

We are called to challenge the forces of evil, 
to minister in great causes, and to carry on the 
programs of churches, large and small. But let 
us never forget that the best gift we can give 
to anyone is our knowledge of Jesus Christ as 
personal Saviour and Lord and a new way of 
life in His name.

How then can we minister to persons? First 
of all, I think it is important that we think of 
ours as a “person-centered” program and a 
“person-centered” ministry. We are to be con
cerned with all persons for whom Christ died, 
knowing that he died for all—young and old, 
rich and poor. In the rich man’s house he was 
concerned not only for the rich man, but for 
the poor woman who washed his feet. He was 
concerned not alone to talk to the older folks

(Continued on page 11)
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Sunday School Department

Enlisting Sunday School Workers 
By Bob Patterson

To be a church-elected Sunday School 
officer or teacher is a very serious matter. 
In accepting a Sunday School office, the 
worker joins the Lord and the church in 
the most important tasks of teaching and 
reaching.

The enlistment and election of Sunday 
School workers is one of the most serious 
undertakings in which a church engages. 
It is of vital importance that those who 
are to work in the Sunday School be Spirit- 
led, committed to their task, and equipped 
to do their best.

Although different churches use different 
schedules and procedures for enlistment 
and election, it would seem likely that there 
are some steps that should be part of any 
church’s Sunday School worker enlistment.

I. PRAYER
The work of the church is God’s work. 

Those who join Him in it must be led of 
the Spirit and committed to doing His will. 
A church can expect God’s leadership in 
securing workers when it seeks His leader
ship through prayer. A church’s nominating 
committee should not ignore the one thing

A Mandate to Minister to Persons
(Continued from page 10)

but to the children when mothers brought them 
for his blessing. He was concerned for the 
repentant thief dying beside him on a cross. 
So too must we be concerned for individuals— 
not just those of one class, or group, or race, 
or age, or color, or nationality. We are to 
minister to all persons in His name and to each 
person at his point of deepest need.

We need to bear this in mind in our worship 
services. We are to teach all men truly to wor
ship the most high God. Our services should be 
deep and meaningful as we gather in the Lord’s 
House. But always we must remember that we 
are to minister to each person there at his 
point of deepest need. I recall a man I met on 
a village street some years ago who said, “Dr. 
Adams, you don’t remember me but one night 
I sat in a worship service in your church. I 
hadn’t been in church in a long time. I had lost 
family and friends, faith and hope. That night 
I sang hymns I hadn’t sung since I was a boy. 
When the Scripture was read it was the first 
time I had heard the Word of God in years. 
When you preached, God spoke to me and 
when you prayed, I talked with the Lord and 
found God again. That night a whole new life 
began for me. I now have my family back, a 
good job, a real place in this community. This 
gospel you preach—it works!”

In planning our church programs of teaching 
and training let us never forget our ministry to 
persons. Each child is precious in God’s sight, 
and each must be trained in the way of right 
and truth and life everlasting. This calls for the 
best that the church home and the family home 
can give. But let us always remember that the 
persons who are teaching and training are far 
more important than the programs we are 
promoting.

Each of us also needs to be reminded that 
it is not alone what we do in church that counts 
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that Jesus enjoined when He said, “pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest . . . ”

The church should undergird the work 
of the nominating committee with prayer. 
The nominating committee should work in 
a spirit of prayerful and careful considera
tion. The person enlisting and the person 
enlisted should make much of praying in 
seeking to do the will of God.

II. PROCEDURE
Although procedures from church to 

church would surely differ, it would prove 
helpful to incorporate the following:

1. Nominating committee begin work no 
later than June.

2. Sunday School superintendent would 
be elected, along with Vacation Bible 
School principal and other church officers, 
in July. The Sunday School superintendent 
then works with the nominating committee 
in the enlistment of department superin
tendents. The nominating committee would 
make prayerful suggestions and serve as a 
clearing-house, but the Sunday School 
superintendent would be the person to do 
the actual enlistment of the department

but what we do when we leave. Some time ago 
a man came to the pastor of one of our church
es saying that he wanted to unite with the 
church. The minister asked what led him to 
that decision. He said, “Last Sunday I wasn’t in 
your church. I was just walking by as the 
service closed. I happened to be at the foot of 
the steps as an old lady came down. She 
started to fall, and I reached out my hand and 
steadied her and helped her down. Before she 
released my hand, she looked at me with a 
smile and said, ‘Thank you. I hope you know 
my Jesus. He means everything to me’.” He 
said, “I had been living in the wrong way with
out God. I didn’t know her Jesus. I have come 
to ask you to help me find him.” What a 
difference it would make if more of us, as we 
left the worship and the training in God’s 
House, would be more concerned to minister 
to individuals and to witness to them in the 
name of the God we have worshipped.

We must remember that when we serve in 
great causes in the church and in the com
munity and throughout the world, we join a 
new royalty of kingly service. There is a place 
for each and everyone of us in the service of 
our Lord. Many a person has found the true 
meaning of life in Christian witness and service 
within the church. It is not enough just to bring 
them in. We need to enlist them and train 
them, as individuals, that they in turn may win 
others and may know the joy of serving in the 
great causes to which the church of today must 
be committed.

It is wonderful what God can do when we 
seek to minister and serve in His name and 
how the Spirit of the Living God can touch the 
hearts of individuals as we do our part. During 
World War II, I preached one night to a group 
of new Seabees. It was a simple message about 

superintendents.
3. Department superintendents may be 

elected in August. After their election they 
would consult with the Sunday School 
superintendent about the needs in their vari
ous departments. They would submit their 
suggestions to the Sunday School superin
tendent, who would clear these suggestions 
with the nominating committee. Then the 
department superintendent would proceed 
to enlist personally the workers who are 
going to be working with him in his de
partment.

It is very important for the worker to be 
enlisted by the person to whom he will be 
responsible. This makes for better under
standing and working relationships.

III. PROVISION
Enlisting and electing workers do not 

complete the task. The workers must still 
be equipped for their tasks. A church which 
is going to do an effective Sunday School 
work must train its workers. Consider:

1. Weekly officers’ and teachers’ meet
ings

2. Leadership Preparation Week
3. Teacher training department
4. Extensive use of the church study 

course

what we believe, about God and Christ, about 
faith and prayer and immortality. At the close 
of the service many of the new recruits came, 
one at a time, to tell what the message had 
meant. Each one had found an answer to a 
special need. As I walked to the gate with one 
young man he said, “Tonight I know I must 
accept Jesus Christ as my Saviour. I am going 
to write my wife and tell her of my decision. 
I know it will bring joy to her and to the chil
dren for they are already followers of Christ, 
and I am going to be one too.” It was the 
same message that all heard, but God used it 
to minister to individuals—each at his point of 
deepest need.

“Let us then put our love not into words or 
into talk but into deeds and make it real.” We 
can do this as we minister day by day to in
dividuals and their needs. Let me tell you about 
one young pastor who did just that. His daugh
ter tells the story of how she had prayed for 
her alcoholic father and longed for him to 
accept Christ and change his way of life. Many 
a minister tried to reach the old man but 
couldn’t. Then one young pastor came who 
loved the father, went fishing with him, talked 
with him, helped him in his temptations, and in 
the end won him to Christ. The daughter telling 
about it said with a smile. “You might say my 
father had a new birth.” And indeed he did. It 
all happened because one young pastor felt his 
Lord’s concern for individuals and put his love 
not into words or into talk but into deeds and 
made it real.

May God help us to be as faithful and as 
zealous as we obey our mandate to minister to 
persons in the name of the Master who said, 
“The Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister. Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.”
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Attendance & Additions
Churches S.S. T.U. Add. June 18, 1967

Alamo, First ............................ 257 89
Alcoa, Calvary.............................. 172 62

Central ...................................... 146 58
Athens, East................................ 351 156 4

First ......................................... 472 173
West End Mission ..................... 60 37

Auburntown, Prosperity............. 122 61
Baxter, First................................ 103 59
Brighton .......................................  242 91
Brownsville .................................... 600 103

Mission.................’•.................... 94 . . 4
Calhoun, First.............................. 137 58
Chattanooga, Brainerd ............... 886 272 12

Central ...................................... 745 188 18
Meadowview .............................. 53 19
Concord ........................................ 559 194 2
East Lake.................................. 400 108 1
First ........................................... 818 220 4
Northside.................................... 328 94
Oakwood .................................. 425 144 6
Ooltewah .................................... 165 65
Red Bank.................................. 966 176 5
Ridgedale.................................... 482 145 3
Silverdale.................................... 176 53 1
South Seminele........................  247 67 1
White Oak.................................. 386 87 1
Tremont .................................. 98 24
Woodland Park ........................  224 82

Clarksville, First..........................  762 108 8
Gracey Avenue.............................216 89
Hillcrest .................................... 246 91
New Providence ....................... 161 70
Pleasant View ..........................  276 77
Spring Creek ............................ 144 43

Cleveland, Big Spring ................. 349 117 2
Blue Springs ............................ 77 33
North .......................................... 311 140
Westwood .................................. 173 54

Clinton, First................................ 494 127
Second .......................................  393 . . 3

Collierville, First ......................... 313 58
Columbia, Highland Park .........  304 113

Northside .................................. 148 113
Concord, First .............................. 310 115 3
Cookeville, Bangham Heights ... 77 66 1

First . ........................................ 400 56
Washington Ave........................... 215 92

Corryton ........................................ 201 107 1
Crossville, First............................ 216 49
Dayton, First................................ 276 83
Denver, First .............................. 108 42
Dickson, First .............................. 277 113 4
Dresden, First.............................. 198 65
Dunlap, First...................................113 45
Elizabethton, First....................... 349 70 2

Oak Street ................................ 194 41
Siam ..............................................213 85

Etowah, First .............................. 289 52 2
Gladeville ...................................... 144 61
Goodlettsville, First..................... 486 179

Madison Creek..........................  175 86 6
Greeneville, First ......................... 334 82

Cross Anchor ............................ 19 14
Second .......................................  165 45

Greenbier, Bethel ......................... 142 68
First ........................................... 347 135 3
Jordonia...................................... 51
Lights Chapel .......................... 52 27

Harriman, Piney Grove ............. 171 46
Trenton Grove........................... 347 80

Hendersonville, First......................719 128 10
Hixson, Central............................ 349 162

Memorial .................................. 270 108 2
Humboldt, First............................ 497 139
Huntland ..................................... 86 36
Jackson, Ararat ..........................  147 28

Calvary ...................................... 409 163 2
First ......................................... 759 179 2
Highland Park ........................  205 85 1
North .........................................  220 109 5
Parkview .................................... 371 136
West ......................................... 715 313 2
Woodland.................................... 105 39 4

Johnson City, Antioch ............. 117 54
Central .................................... 555 97 4
Unaka Avenue ........................  300 74

Kingsport, First .......................... 738 143
State Line ................................ 269 108

Kingston, Cedar Grove ............... 264 144 8
Knoxville, Beaver Dam ............... 299 94

Black Oak Heights................... 220 62
Broadway .......................... 692 112 2
Central (Bearden) ................... 664 214
Central (Ft. City) ....................1043 277 2
Fifth Avenue ............................ 560 173
First ........................................... 727 110
Grace ......................................... 418 130
Immanuel .................................. 334 73 1
Lincoln Park ............................ 890 225
McCalla Avenue........................  643 178 1

Meridian . . J ............................ 537 113
New Hopewell .......................... 256 115
Smithwood ................................ 584 154 4
South .......................................  465 133
Stock Creek .............................. 200 .. 2
Wallace Memorial ..................... 628 186
West Lonsdale .......................... 370 172 3

Lawrenceburg, Deerfield ............. 118 77 3
First ........................................... 193 37
Meadow View............................. 87 52

Lebanon, First ............................ 429 117 3
Immanuel .................................. 480 169

Lenoir City, Calvary ................... 201 84
Dixie Lee..................  155 82
First ......................................... 373 108
Kingston Pike .......................... 146 69 5
Pleasant Hill............................... 152 83 1

Lewisburg, First........................... 268 73
Liberty, Salem .............................. 86 35
Linden, First . . . ........................ 92 30
Loudon, New Providence ........... 134 87

Union Fork Creek ................... 101 95
Madison, Alta Loma ................... 242 107
Madisonville, First ......................  269 94
Malesus .........................................  232 90
Martin, Central ............................ 305 72

Mount Pelia .............................. 129
Southside .................................... 195 58 5

Maryville, Broadway ................... 427 147
Everett Hills............................... 426 208
Forest Hill ................................ 155 60 1
Mt. Lebanon............................... 229 134
Old Piney .................................. 128 65
Pleasant Grove........................... 127 70 1
Second ....................................... 30 31 1
Unity .........................................  131 65
Wildwood .................................... 96 72 5

McEwen, First ............................ 87 20
McKenzie, First............................. 326 63
McMinnville, Gath ........... >—••• 121 78 2

Magness Memorial ................... 292 53
Westside .................................... 41 13
Shellsford.................................... 187 86

Mt. Juliet ...................................... 213 80 2
Memphis, Ardmore ................... 529 244 9

Bartlett ...................................... 353 154 6
Bellevue ...................................... 1354 618 13
Boulevard .................................. 223 80
Broadway .................................. 516 228 2
Brunswick .................................. 87 57
Calvary ...................................... 229 115
Charjean .................................... 251 69 4
Cordova ...................................... 105 45
Dellwood .................................... 383 136
Ellendale .................................... 159 69 5
First ............................................ 1072 151 6
Fisherville .................................. 143 80 7
Forest Hill ................................ 98 38
Georgian Hills .......................... 411 163
Germantown .............................. 109 43 5
Glen Park .................................. 279 133
Graceland .................................. 461 121
Hollywood .................................. 224 88 2
Kennedy...................................... 477 229 2
LeaClair......................................  432 173 6
Lucy ........................................... 177 107
Manassas Street ...................... 84 70 1
McLean ...................................... 514 129 4
Merton Avenue ........................ 330 129 1
Mountain Terrace.....................  311 144 6
Peabody .................................... 166 87
Rugby Hills .............................. 232 92
Second ....................................... 726 230 11
Sky View.................................... 438 193 6
Southern Ave............................... 630 167
Speedway Terrace.....................  491 213 4
Sunset ....................................... 34 20 3
Temple ....................................... 808 206 1
Trinity ....................................... 730 310 15
Wells Station ............................ 517 168 9
Whitehaven ................................ 668 167 2
White Station .......................... 150 60 3

Milan, First ................................ 401 82
Moscow, Oak Grove .................... 57 41
Murfreesboro, First ....................  561 106 3

Calvary .....................................  102 78
Third............................................ 246 53
Woodbury Road ..................... 212 82

Nashville, Belmont Heights........ 907 251 5
Madison Street ........................ 76 41
Westview ................................... 85 39 2
Dalewood ...................................  342 110 3
Dickerson Road ........................ 417 125
Donelson View........................... 158 75
Eastland .................................... 446 116 4
Fairview ...................................  180 63 1
First ..........................................H59 889 10
Carroll Street............................. 107 86

GLEASON—These members of the Young 
Women's Auxiliary at First Church here shared 
in a white Bible ceremony honoring two of 
their number who married this month. L. to R. 
Sara Brundige, Pam Sawyers, Patricia Reed, 
Marcia Roney, Jenna Lee Stoker, Ann Allmon, 
Marilyn Hicks. The ceremony honored Patricia 
Reed and Marcio Roney, who have now become 
Mrs. Leroy Segraves and Mrs. Robert Tuck.

Cora Tibbs ................................ 50 36
T.P.S............................................. 175 17
Gallatin Road............................  345 102 7
Glenwood .................................... 257 52 3
Grace .......................................... 621 189 6
Grandview .................................. 352 46
College Grove ............................ 20 6
Hermitage Hills......................... 342 106
Hillhurst .................................... 187 113
Inglewood .................................. 785 140 4
Joelton ........................................ 269 117 1
Judson ........................................ 344 95 3
Benton Ave.................................. 77
Lincoya Hills ............................  216 32
Lyle Lane .................................. 74 35
Maplewood ................................ 179 74
Park Avenue ............................  797 184 3
Riverside .................................... 255 51
Rosedale .................................... 155 87 3
Tusculum Hills ......................... 287 74 1
Two Rivers ................................ 246 83
Una ...........................................  283 131 1
Woodbine.................................... 483 161 5
Woodmont ................................ 467 111

Oak Ridge, Robertsville ............. 562 187
Old Hickory, First ....................... 395 145 1

Peytonville ................................ 40 45
Rayon City ................................ 168 49
Temple ........................................ 242 116 3

Oliver Springs, Beech Park .... 178 80
First ...........................................  155 53

Only, Maple Valley ..................... 13
Paris, First.................................... 509 101
Parsons, First ..............................  193 66
Philadelphia, Cedar Fork........... 172
Portland, First ............................ 315 115
Powell, First ................4............... 230 40

Glenwood .................................... 320 128 1
Pulaski, First .............................. 262 61
Rockwood, Eureka ....................... 110 55

First ...........................................  412 .. 1
Mission ........................................ 17

Rogersville, East..........................  228 92 3
Henard’s Chapel ....................... 114 67

Savannah, First ..........................  180 44
Sevierville, First ..........................  493 138 1
Shelbyville, First..........................  376 73 1

Flat Creek.................................. 32
Hickory Hill .............................. 45 17

Smyrna, First .............................. 305 119
Somerville, First ........................... 226 106
Sparta, First ................................ 197 50
Springfield .................................... 603 79 1

Extension .................................. 29
Mission ........................................ 20

Sweetwater, First........................  414 112
Troy ............................................... 169 63
Union City, First........................  580 104 4

Second ........................................ 269 88
Watertown, Round Lick............. 197 93
Waynesboro, Green River .........  154 66
White House ................................ 169 46 1
Winchester, First ......................... 205 65

Southside .................................... 62
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Patriotic Prayer In 1967
(Continued from Page 3)

another and assumed that these expressions 
were well-pleasing to God. “Do not I hate 
them, O Lord, that hate thee ... I hate 
them with a perfect hate,” said King David 
of old. The “amens” have resounded through 
the centuries.

In praying providential care for our na
tion in 1967 we do well to read again the 
Declaration of Independence, and in the 
process to rethink “the cause” that God can 
bless. “Created equal,” “unalienable rights,” 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” 
“just powers,” “consent of the governed,”— 
these are phrases that are full of vision and 
hope for mankind. Many Americans are 
praying for this cause to begin at home, and 
that it be our guide abroad. Clergymen and 
laity alike can well find inspiration for 
prayers by reflecting on the needs and 
aspirations of mankind.

Our day also needs a word of warning. 
Prayer comes by the Spirit of God, not by 
constitutional formulas, by government 
policy, nor by legislated timing, form, or 
substance. When the nation is in special 
need there is a strong temptation to assume 
that the powers of government can be effec
tive in calling people to prayer. The stub
born recurrence of prayer as a “constitu
tional issue” is a clear warning of how near 
at hand is state religion in a time of crisis.

The request by those early Christian dis

182 Men Attend
Brotherhood Retreat

By Roy J. Gilleland, Jr.

Twenty-two associations were repre
sented by 182 men who attended the Re
treat for Baptist Men at Camp Linden 
June 9-11.

The Retreat at Camp Carson will be 
July 28-30, beginning Friday at 2:30 P.M. 
There will be separate discussion groups 
on “Helps for Baptist Men, Young Men, 
and Royal Ambassadors.” Instructors will 
include Don Morie, Ben Connell, and Frank 
Black of the Brotherhood Commission in 
Memphis. Recreation program will feature 
tournaments for “hole in one” golf; volley
ball; horseshoes; and checkers. Recreation 
will be under the direction of Ken Coe.

A major emphasis will be placed on 
PRAYER — seeking the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit in a deeper commitment to 
Jesus Christ.

Presiding will be State Officers Paul 
Pratt, Clinton, president; Leon Bolton, 
Memphis, vice president; and Kenneth 
Rose, Maryville, secretary.

Please register with your State Brother
hood office — Associational Brotherhood 
Officers and Missionaries FREE.

ciples was “Lord, teach us to pray . . . .” 
and there is no political unit, federal, state, 
or local, that can be substituted for their 
address, “Lord.”

National crises come at various times, and 
from various reasons. Back in 1832 Senator 
Henry Clay was fearful of the “Asiatic 
cholera” and proposed a resolution to ap
point a joint committee of Congress to 
request the President to recommend a day 
“of public humiliation, prayer and fasting.” 
He wanted “fervent supplications to Al
mighty God” that “He will avert from (this 
nation) the Asiatic scourge.” But Senator 
Clay was no model churchman. His honesty 
required him to explain, “I am a member of 
no religious sect. I am not a professor of 
religion.” He said he respected the religion 
of his father, so he now sponsored a resolu
tion for prayer! How typical! Those who 
know religion simply as heritage may well 
move in its favor through government. 
Clay’s resolution lost, for some dared to vote 
against “God.”

The prayers and commitments that are 
suitable expressions for the “people of God” 
have a number of characteristics.

Patriotic prayers are prayers that open 
unto the future with faith and confidence in 
an almighty and a righteous heavenly father. 
They are not in substance nor in aspiration 
the transmitting of appreciations for the

State B.S.U. Officers
Elected

Bill Henry
Baptist Student Union officers for 1967-68 

were elected by students attending the State 
spring retreats held recently at Camp Linden 
and Camp Carson.

past. They are rather the equivalent con
frontation with our own situation.

The patriotic prayers of the people of 
God encompass the world with its diversity 
of peoples and problems. We may not know 
all the answers but we can go out in divine 
empathy to all mankind, and through man
kind to relieve the waiting, groaning universe 
that awaits the showing of the sons of God.

The patriotic prayer gets past the “give 
me” desire to exploit the world to the larger 
opportunity of giving something to meet the 
needs of others. The crisis is an occasion not 
for panic but for involvement in service.

In the last analysis, devotion and prayer 
consist in responsiveness to God; and God 
desires not only the response of trust and

I Thou shaft love thy 
neighbour as thyself.

dependence but also the response called 
responsibility for action in the life that is 
given. In prayer we say “yes” to God. That 
“yes” is said in the midst of the world and its 
needs.

Thoughtful Christians who pray on July 
4, 1967, may have less need of firecrackers 
than they have had for many years. What is 
really involved is a clearer awareness of 
both individual and group motives, a sense 
of what is worthwhile, and a deep desire to 
be useful in the ageless purposes of God as 
they touch our contemporary scene.

Bill Henry, a junior at Belmont College, 
was elected president. Bill, a native Nash
villian, is majoring in Business. Other offi
cers chosen to lead Tennessee Baptist stu
dents are as follows: West Tennessee Rep
resentative: Don Meier, M.S.U.; West 
Member-at-large: Patsy Myatt, B.M.H.; 
East Tennessee Representative: John Hinkle, 
E.T.S.U.; East Member-at-large: Linda 
Chambers, U.T.; Middle Tennessee Rep
resentative: Jerry Hannah, M.T.S.U.; and 
Middle Member-at-large: Wayne Atkisson, 
Tennessee Tech.

The state Baptist Student Union officers 
help in planning and carrying out activities 
for the total state program including summer 
missions, retreats, and conventions, and 
other meetings. The above listed will serve 
during the school year from September, 
1967 through May, 1968.
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 2, 1967—By W. R. White

The Church In The World
Basic Passage: John 17:1-18; Matt. 5:13-16 
Focal Passage: John 17:9-18; Mott. 5:13-16

We usually think of “the church” as 
the associated believers or affiliated disciples 
obedient to Christ seeking to do God’s will 
in the earth. We are not merely referring 
to the local functioning assemblies only, 
but to the larger group of redeemed.

The term “world” has several connota
tions. It may mean all the universe other 
than heaven. It may refer to the material 
creation. It may indicate all human beings 
on this side of the other world. It some
times suggests the earthly evil order. In our 
lesson it refers to the unredeemed order 
composed of the unsaved.

The church is to be actively witnessing 
to it with the gospel in every possible way. 
This includes life, deeds and words with 
primary emphasis on the redeeming, trans
forming truth.

There must be an articulate contrast be
tween the church and the world order; 
otherwise there will be no point in seeking 
to get converts from the world over to 
Christ or the church. What obligation or 
encouragement to change is there if there 
is no difference between the church and 
the world?

JESUS PRAYED FOR KEEPING OF CHURCH 
John 17:9-14

Jesus prayed for His disciples before He 
prayed for the lost world. We are referring, 
of course, to His high priestly prayer as re
corded in this remarkable chapter. As God 
first selected and prepared Israel for a 
mission to all humanity, Jesus was thinking 
of His disciples in this same manner— their 
mission to the world beyond themselves.

He wanted them kept very close to Him
self and the Father. Also He wanted them 
kept very close to each other. He desired 
that they might have a unity similar to the 
unity existing between Him and the Father.

Jesus was greatly concerned that His 
kind of joy might fill and sustain His dis
ciples. It was a kind of joy circumstances 
could not destroy.

Our Lord was solicitous because the lot 
of His disciples would be similar to His 
for they were becoming increasingly iden
tified with Him. At least the world would 
hate them as it had hated Him. He knew 
that this would entail plenty of suffering.

JESUS PRAYED FOR DISTINCTIVENESS OF 
CHURCH John 17:15-17

In praying for His church He did not 
pray that it should be taken out of the 
world that it might escape tribulation, but 

that it would not scar, hurt, harm or soil 
them. He wanted them to be active in this 
world order not as participants of its evil, 
but as victorious over it. Jesus was in it 
for a while but never of it.

Jesus wanted them sanctified, separated 
from it or made impervious to the world’s 
evil or contaminating influence. The means 
for achieving this victory would be the 
truth. Being incarnate in the flesh for us, 
He relied on this word of truth to keep 
Him sanctified or separated. See Vs. 19.

The very distinctiveness of the church 
is its glory. It does not have to be popular 
but has to be respected. This does not mean 
that the church must be eccentric to be de
sirably different. The church can be foolish 
or it can be wise in the way it is distinctive. 
There is a difference in being a plain fool 
and being called “a fool for Christ’s sake.”

CHRIST PRAYED FOR MISSION OF CHURCH 
John 18:18; Matt. 5:13-16

Jesus asserted that as certainly as the 
Father had sent Him into the world, He 
would send His disciples into the world. 
He had come to represent the Father; they 
were to represent Him. He had come to 
suffer for them and the world; they would 
have to suffer for others and for Him. 
Their suffering would not be redemptive 
in itself but would further the redemptive 
message. They were to carry the word of 
reconciliation and beseech men in Christ’s 
stead to be reconciled to God. What a 
blessed mission!

In the Matthew passage the disciples 
were to be salt and light to the world. This 
seems to be a threefold mission. They 
were to flavor, preserve and witness or 
illumine.

The salt has two effects; it flavors and 
preserves. Christians are to give the cul
ture of the day a desirable flavor or a 
measure of decency. Their presence makes 
society safer and more desirably interesting. 
It arrests its decay. That culture will have 
more values in it and its decency will last 
longer where the genuine Christian influ
ence is greatest.

Education, A Bargain?
Parents and taxpayers may have some 

doubts, praticularly around bond issue 
times. But the Committee for Economic 
Development, that unofficial but highly 
authoritative group, is sure of it. After 
noting that education is one of the best 
ways to keep people off the welfare rolls 
and out of prison, the CED cites these 
figures: Average taxpayer spending per stu
dent in elementary or secondary school is 
$564.00 a year. It costs $1,800.00 to main
tain a mother and three children on welfare 
for a year, and $2,690.00 to keep one per
son in prison.

Brotherhood Department

Mission Action In 
Central America

Roy J. Gilleland, Jr.
Dr. Harry C. Helm, Columbia physician, 

left Nashville by air June 16, for San Jose. 
He went to Costa Rica on invitation of the 
government and while there is guest of the 
Minister of Health. Arrangements are being 
completed for a massive immunization cam
paign in Costa Rica. It will be carried out 
later this summer by an all-Tennessee group 
of doctors, dentists, nurses, and college 
students under sponsorship of the Baptist 
Men’s organization of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. Jet immunization techniques 
are used to vaccinate and immunize large 
numbers of people without use of needles.

Dr. Helm was a member of a similar 
team that gave over 318,000 immunizations 
in Nicaragua last July. Before departure 
from his home Dr. Helm was asked to 
return to Managua, Nicaragua where 50 
cases of polio have been reported.

An official of the Baptist World Alliance 
joined Dr. Helm in Miami with two other 
doctors joining them in San Salvador. This 
group has also received invitations from the 
Ministers of Health of Panama and Hon
duras and expects to go to Panama City 
and Tegucigalpa, Honduras, for preliminary 
talks concerning possible immunization cam
paigns in these countries.

College students participating in this 
medical project have been undergoing in
struction in Spanish and medical subjects 
for several weeks.
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THE ANCIENT HARP IN 
THE HOLY LAND*

By Thelma C. Carter

If you were a boy or girl living in the 
ancient Holy Land, you would know a great 
deal about the sweet sounds of a harp. You 
might even play the harp yourself.

The harp was among the favorite musical 
instruments of ancient times. Kings and rich 
noblemen gave banquets in their spacious 
homes. They and their guests reclined on 
couches, listening to minstrels play their 
harps.

Our Bible tells us that King Saul sent for 
David. Young David played on the harp to 
quiet the evil spirit within Saul. “Let David, 
I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath 
found favor in my sight. And it came to 
pass . . . that David took an harp, and 
played with his hand” (1 Sam. 16:22-23).

We do not know who made the first harp. 
The idea of this stringed instrument prob
ably came about when ancient warriors or 
hunters twanged their bowstrings. Someone 
may have stretched strings across a hollow 
turtle shell and picked at the strings, making 
a series of musical sounds.

Ancient harps were not too different from 
the harps of today in that all harps are set 
in triangle-like, open frames and are plucked

♦(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved)

THE WONDER OF BASKETS*

By Elizabeth Phillips

You have heard of the old woman who 
lived in a shoe. But did you know that there 
are thousands of real people who live in big, 
fat baskets?

Of course, the baskets are really called 
huts. They are made by weaving branches 
back and forth around stakes, just the way 
we make a basket.

Early man must have used basketry in a 
hundred different ways. When he was a 
baby, his mother put him to sleep in a 
basketwork cradle. As he grew older, he 
wore basketry sandals and hats. When he 
married, he lived in a hut with basketry 
mats and furniture.

No one ever made baskets finer than the 
Indains of North America. The squaws used 
whatever materials they had on hand: roots, 
twigs, grasses—even bark.

As time went on, the mothers taught their 
daughters. Each squaw tried to make a 
basket more beautiful than her neighbor’s. 
Her very position in the tribe depended on 
how well she could weave baskets.

Some of the baskets were used for carry
ing water. They were actually woven so 
tightly, that not a single drop could leak 
through! The squaw went to the woods and 
gathered her berries and fruits and nuts in 
a basket, and then went home to cook.

She actually boiled her food in a basket! 
Since the basket would burn, she could not 
put it directly on the fire. The food was 
placed in the basket. Then the basket was 
filled with cold water. Next, the squaw threw 
in some hot stones. When the stones had 
cooled, they were taken out and replaced 
with hot ones. Finally, the water came to a 
boil and the food was cooked.

with the fingers or keys. Ancient harps had 
ten or twelve strings, while today’s harps 
have forty-six strings.

Pictures of harps have been found on the 
walls of ancient tombs. They show that the 
ancient instruments were usually as tall as 
the players. The base or bottom of these tall 
harps rested on the floor at the side of the 
player’s foot. They were held upright with 
the left hand and played with the right hand.

Smaller harps rested on the player’s knees. 
Ancient harps usually had fine carving on 
the body and base of the instruments. Some 
were inlaid with ivory. Beautiful harps be
longing to royal families were always passed 
down from father to sons and daughters. 
Slaves and servants were not permitted to 
touch these harps.

Laughs...
A professor telling a student that there 

was no excuse for his poor spelling said, 
“You should consult a dictionary whenever 
you are in doubt. It’s as simple as that.”

The student appeared confused. “But sir,” 
he replied, “I’m never in doubt.”—Super
vision. * * * *

A small sports car coming down the 
street suddenly leaped into the air, came 
down, glided smoothly for a short distance, 
then leaped into the air again. Down again, 
then up. A startled traffic officer signalled 
the driver to the curb.

“What’s the matter with this car?” he 
demanded.

“Nothing, sir,” replied the embarrassed 
driver. “I’ve got the hiccups.”—General 
Features. * * * *

Joe: “Would you rather be in an explosion 
or a collision?”

Jack: “A collision. Because in a collision 
there you are. But in an explosion—where 
are you?”—Tell Me Why!, synd. col.

Basket-weaving was used, not only for 
useful things, but also as art. Some things 
were made for beauty alone. Again, the 
Indian woman used whatever materials were 
available. Bits of fur, porcupine quills, shell, 
glittering rocks, and colored material were 
woven in the designs. Some designs pictured 
animals and birds; the zigzag lines meant 
mountains and streams.

Many of the designs had deeper meanings. 
As the squaw sat at her work day after day, 
she wove into her basket her dreams, her 
hopes, and perhaps her own life story. Much 
of what the white men know of the Western 
Indians has been learned by studying their 
baskets.

Baskets are mentioned in some of the 
oldest stories that have been handed down 
through the years. For example, one story 
comes from a tribe of American Indians. 
They believe there is an old woman in the 
moon forever making a basket.

But she never finishes it. Every now and 
then, the moon is darkened. (We call it 
an eclipse.) That means a dog has run by 
and ruined her work, and she has had to be
gin all over again. The Indians believed that, 
if she ever finished the basket, that would 
be the end of the world!

The oldest basket known today came from 
Egypt. It is large and oval, and was used for 
storing grain. It has been kept whole for us 
in the sands of Egypt for over six thousand 
years. Centuries before that, the baby Moses 
was hidden among the bulrushes in a basket 
made of braided rushes.

Birds were doubtless the first weavers of 
baskets—their nests. They liked the art so 
well, they are still using it today.

People all over the world weave baskets, 
and still make them by hand. In our world 
of wonderful inventions, there is not a ma
chine that can make baskets as strong or 
beautiful as the handmade ones.
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Current Issues in Baptist Life

When Should The Lord’s Supper 
Be Observed?

by Wayne E. Ward, professor of theology 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 

Louisville, Ky.

There are some denominations which 
make a great case out of the fact that they 
observe the Lord’s Supper every Sunday. Of 
course, every Roman Catholic mass is also 
their special form of the Lord’s Supper and 
is observed several times each Sunday, as 
well as at funerals, weddings, and most 
other religious occasions. The Quakers never 
observe it, and some others believe it should 
be observed only when we get to heaven 
and drink the fruit of the vine in the 
Father’s kingdom!

Most Baptists observe the Supper on the 
first Sunday of each month or on the first 
Sunday of each quarter. This is mainly a 
matter of tradition, which grew out of the 
practice of the monthly or quarterly (fifth 
Sunday) meeting of the church for transac
tion of business, or out of the monthly visit 
of the part-time pastor. It does have, how
ever, one important theological element back 
of it. Earlier Baptists understood that the 
Supper was an expression of the intimate 
fellowship and discipline of the church, and 
so they scheduled it at a time when the 
church was concerned with its own inner 
life—not in a public evangelistic meeting.

However, all this variation in frequency 
of observance is an outgrowth of the simple 
fact that the New Testament never lays 
down any requirement as to the time or 
frequency of the Lord’s Supper. The clear 
and unmistakable witness of the scripture is, 
“This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re
membrance of me” (I Cor. 11:25). This 
specifies no time or frequency, but it does 
require that whenever it is done, the real 
meaning must be preserved! This is the 
danger with the every Sunday observance by 
those who tack it on to an evangelistic 
service. It is removed from the central place 
it deserves, and it may become perfunctory.

One of the most serious departures from 
the New Testament meaning occurred when 
some ancient Christians began to carry about 
the elements as a “medicine of immortality” 
(Ignatius) and use them as a kind of magic 
potion on the sick. This is how it became a 
“sacrament,” supposedly having “saving 
power!” Some ministers still take the ele
ments to the sick or shut-ins, and the priests 
are required to administer the sacraments of 
the church in this way. It seems to me that 
if a member of the church is prevented by 
illness or other hindrance from ever coming 
to the church, then the church should go to 
him. The elements should not be carried by 
the minister like an individual sacrament, 
but an appropriate group from the church 
should go at the express direction of the 

whole church to partake of the Supper and 
thereby preserve the meaning of the one 
body, made up of many members.

Many groups of Christians today are try
ing to find new meaning in the Supper by 
observing it in a home with friends, at a 
class meeting, in a dormitory, or in any 
small group. Many testify that it is the most 
meaningful experience they have ever had 
with the Lord’s Supper, because the group 
is so small and intimate. However, it seems 
to me that this could be a dangerous trend 
away from the oneness of the whole church 
which it is intended to express. The Lord’s 
Supper can have its full meaning only in 
that fellowship of Christ’s body which is 
carrying out the full mission which Christ 
gave to his disciples—making disciples, bap
tizing, and teaching them—in other words, 
in the church!

interpretation..
by HERSCHEL H. HOBBS

The Quality Of Kingdom Citizens 
(First in Series on the Beatitudes)

“And he . . . taught them, saying, 
Blessed . . .” (Matt. 5:2-3).

The Sermon on the Mount may be called 
“The Constitution of the Kingdom of God.” 
In it Jesus taught both the quality and the 
conduct which should characterize the 
Kingdom Citizen. He begins by setting forth 
the eight qualities which are found in such 
a citizen. He did not describe eight different 
types of people, but the abiding and prog
ressive condition in one person in eight 
different types of experiences. Each of these 
will be set forth in succeeding articles. The 
overall quality of these Jesus describes as a 
state of blessedness or happiness.

Note that each of the Beatitudes begins 
with the word “blessed” (used twice in the 
eighth). The Greek word is makarios. And 
since the verb “are” is in italics, this means 
that it is not in the Greek text. So “blessed” 
is an absolute expression; it is an unchange
able condition.

Unfortunately there is no one English 
word which fully translates this Greek word. 
Some render it as “happy.” But “happy” 
suggests a condition governed by happen
ings. So it would be a changing state. 
“Blessedness” is infinitely higher than “hap
piness”. Perhaps in our thought patterns 
“blessed” has come to be associated more 
closely with its meaning. The word “Beati-

Negro Baptist Leader 
Responds to Russians

Joseph H. Jackson of Chicago is presi
dent of the largest group of Negro Baptists, 
the 5-million member National Baptist Con
vention of the USA, Incorporated.

He reported having received a letter from 
Russian Baptists. The Russians wanted him 
to encourage United States withdrawal from 
Vietnam. Jackson replied to the Russian 
Baptists: “Ask your government to quit 
boosting the war in Vietnam and we’ll ask 
our government to pull out of Vietnam.”

Jackson said he further asked the Russian 
Baptists to urge the heads of their nation to 
communicate with US President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. Jackson, in turn, wrote to Johnson 
for an expression of the American presi
dent’s views and concern over the war.

“I got a two-page letter from President 
Johnson expressing his position, and I think 
he was sincere,” the Negro Baptist official 
continued. “He said: ‘We are willing to 
meet anybody anywhere to discuss the 
matter of peace.’ ”

Jackson said he sent copies of President 
Johnson’s views to Baptists in 14 countries, 
both Communist and non-Communist, to 
give it wider notice. (EBPS) 67:166 

tude” comes from the Latin beatus, and 
more nearly approximates the meaning than 
any other idea.

Barclay makes a helpful suggestion as to 
the current meaning (first century) of 
makarios. He points out that he makaria 
(eminine form) was used to describe Cyprus 
as The Happy or Blessed Isle. According to 
the ancients it was so beautiful and fertile 
that one needed to go nowhere else. For 
there one could find everything necessary 
for living a rich, full, complete life.

So may we not see in Jesus, use of this 
word the thought that the kingdom citizen 
(Christian) has within himself all that is 
necessary for the abundant life. His life is 
full and complete “in Christ” regardless of 
outward circumstances. Thus Jesus’ use of 
makarios is suggestive of His words, “My 
peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you” (Jn. 14:27).

Of course, the Christian is not sufficient 
within himself alone. He is sufficient because 
of the cleansing and ruling presence of 
Christ in his life through the Holy Spirit. In 
subsequent articles in this series we shall 
see each Beatitude as expressive of a prog
ressive experience. The former four deal 
with the Christian’s relation to God; the 
latter four deal with his relation to other 
men.
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