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History of the Cross
This panel of crosses is located in the three- 

story lobby of Southern Baptists’ Radio and Tele
vision Commission, 6350 West Freeway, in Fort 
Worth, Texas. The steel forms, which rise 29 feet 
from the floor of the entrance and measure seven 
feet wide, are covered with “puddle bronze” and 
copper.
Two thousand years of the history of the cross 
is compressed into this beautiful panel. No 
symbol is more universal or more eloquently com
municated than the cross of Christ. A variety of 
the early and later forms are included in this 
bronze screen. The massive weight of the panel 
is supported by a background of contemporary 
crosses.
As a contemporary work of art, the panel has 
created a great deal of interest, even though its 
meaning goes far deeper. Through it, the Radio 
and Television Commission is able to communicate 
its ministry to the thousands who visit these 
facilities annually.—Photo by Colvin.
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Further Plans For New Board Devotional

Building
NASHVILLE—Further steps have been- 

taken toward a new office building for the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, according to a statement by 
Rev. Charles R. Ausmus of Knoxville. 
Ausmus, who is chairman of the Finance 
and Public Relations Committee said the 
Long Range Plans Committee of which the 
Finance and Public Relations group is a 
sub-committee had a meeting June 26 to 
further plans for the new structure. It will 
house the various departments and agen
cies of the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s 
Executive Board and will be built on Bel
mont Boulevard a block south of and to 
the west of the present office building.

Interim financing is in hand until March 
1, 1968 for the project, the Finance Com
mittee reported. Information concerning a 
loan and rate of interest will be handled by 
the Board’s Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
Dr. W. Fred Kendall. The Space Needs 
Committee with David Byrd, chairman, re
ported its work nearly completed and its 
findings turned over to the architects.

A target date of December has been set 
for bids according to Earl Swensson Archi
tects, Inc., of Nashville, who have been 
employed for the project, with construction 
to start in January, 1968, subject to Execu
tive Board approval.
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“This beautiful, adequate, yet simple 
office building will reflect the image of a 
great convention,” Ausmus said.

Personnel composing the Board’s Long 
Range Plans Committee are: Rev. George 
Capps, Cookeville; Dr. Eugene Cotey, Mur
freesboro; Mr. O. C. Nugent, Jr., Nash
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Mr. Walter Smithwick, Jr., Lebanon; Rev. 
Bruce Coyle, Signal Mountain; and Rev. 
Charles Ausmus, Knoxville.

Readers Write
. . . Glad We Went To Church Sunday Night I
• Driving home from Murfreesboro re
cently we were tempted to stop to see an
other daughter and miss Sunday night 
services. But we thought that would not be 
practicing what we preach. We were glad 
that we did go to church that night; we 
would have missed a blessing (had we 
failed). The Holy Spirit was present!

We must not abandon Sunday night 
services. Thomas missed seeing Jesus at the 
first one after He had arisen. But the sec
ond Sunday evening he was there, saying, 
“My Lord and my God.” This gives us our 
scripture for Sunday night services. And as

(Continued on Page 11)

"New Morality" 
Called Pagan

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)-The “new 
morality” was described by A. V. Wash
burn of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board as. nothing more than a return to 
pagan philosophy.

Washburn, secretary of the Sunday 
School department at the board’s office in 
Nashville made the remark to 1,460 South
ern Baptists attending the first of three 
Sunday School Leadership Conferences at 
Glorieta Baptist Assembly June 22-28.

“Never has the need for the Christian 
gospel been more acute than it is today,” 
Washburn said.

“Churches have never had greater op
portunities for Christian advance than pro
vided by these crises years which are upon 
us.”

Washburn told conferees that teaching 
and preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ as 
found in the Bible is the answer to man’s 
deepest problems.

The theme of the conference, sponsored 
by the Sunday School department was “A 
Leadership Committed . . . .”

Denominational Life Saving

By Joe D. Crumpacker, Associate in the 
Department of Student Work, Nashville

“What is it the denomination is trying to 
do with or to us—the young people?” This 
rather bitter question came from an alert 
high school senior in a discussion group in 
one of our churches recently.

It is a good question. It expressed the un
spoken feeling of many others, as further 
discussion revealed. What are we trying to 
do with or for our young people? Perhaps 
we would appropriately quote them a scrip
ture verse:

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. He who loves his life loses it and he 
who hates his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. (John 12:25-26 RSV)

This principle of dying to self-interest in 
order to live in faith and service is a major 
truth throughout the scriptures. In relation 
to the individual, we have been faithful in 
proclaiming it.

The real problem is that as a denomina
tion and as churches, wc have proclaimed 
this truth, but too often have not lived it; 
have not demonstrated it in our structured 
life. With our young people we have our 
own “credibility gap.” This young person 
felt the denomination primarily wanted her 
to help preserve the present status: the 
present denominational and church pro
grams, emphases, and organizations. True 
or not true, this is the way we often appear 
to our most perceptive young people and 
they resent this self-centered attitude.

Perhaps if we paraphrased Jesus’ words 
from Mark 9:35 we might see more clearly:

“For the denomination that would save its 
own life will lose it, and the denomina
tion that loses its life for my sake and the 
gospels will save it.”
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Speakers Urge Concern For Needy
RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—Almost 2,- 

000 Southern Baptists from throughout the 
United States at the first annual World 
Missions Conference at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Assembly heard a call for more concern 
about the problems of needy people.

A battery of well-known Southern Baptist 
leaders issued the challenge during general 
sessions of the special week while denomi
national specialists through small confer
ences showed persons how to become 
involved with people in need in their 
communities.

Other presentations ranged from a 
dramatic theme interpretation to a colorful 
missions spectacular climaxed with fire
works, each seeking to carry out the con
ference theme of “Impact for Missions.” A 
commitment service for home and foreign 
missionaries was also featured.

Sponsored by the Brotherhood Commis
sion and Woman’s Missionary Union, the 
conference highlighting foreign, home, state 
and community missions attracted mainly 
family groups, many active in missionary 
education organizations in their churches.

C. W. Brister, professor at Southwestern 
Seminary at Fort Worth, keynoted the con-

Denominational
(Continued from page 2)

So often down through the ages the 
established churches have been thrust kick
ing and protesting into a new era looking 
backward and trying to preserve and hold 
on to outmoded structures and programs 
only to find that the new age was of God. 
We must learn again and again that God 
really is God and that He is always before 
us, never behind us. His call is always “Fol
low me,” never “Wait until I catch up.”

The good news in Christ, the gospel, will 
never die, but there is also another cer
tainty. Our denominational structures and 
programs as we know them will die and be 
replaced. Rather than spending energy and 
effort defending a hopeless cause, the status 
quo, would that we as a denomination could 
more often say honestly and joyfully to our 
young people, “We want you to follow Him 
however He leads and we will be with you.” 
They need encouragement and understand
ing and guidance rather than criticism and 
frustration.

If anyone serves me, he must follow me, 
and where I am, there shall my servant 
be also, (John 12:26b RSV)

He is God. He has told us that this is 
the world that He loves and that He is at 
work in it. We are to be serving in this 
world with Him and we do not do this as 
individuals or as a denomination by fever
ishly trying to save our own life.

ference with an address on “People Who 
Care.”

“There is a popular misconception that 
religion deals only with the spiritual life of 
individuals,” Brister said. “The corrolary 
deception is that material needs like work, 
food, medical care, civil rights and educa
tion are outside the providence of God’s 
concern.

“When the evidence of Jesus’ life and 
work is viewed, seriously, nothing could be 
further from the truth. The gospel touches 
every area of life,” Brister declared.

Calling the 1960’s the day of the little 
man, small nation, and protest groups, 
Brister expressed doubt that many Southern 
Baptist churches have a message for these 
people.

“Let’s face it. Baptists like strengths, not 
weakness. It is much easier for us to be 
drawn to big organizational objectives than 
to meet the great needs of today.”

Describing the persons in need with such 
terms as poverty, blindness, alcohol, illi
teracy, jack knives, and out-of wedlock 
pregnancy, Brister declared they want ac
tion, not sympathy from Christian people.

Porter Routh, executive secretary of the 
Convention’s Executive Committee, echoed 
the plea for involvement with the hope 
every Christian, not just the pastor, will 
make missions a family ministry.

“The criteria for a church is not how 
many persons we can get to come into a 
church building, but how many we can get 
to go out to minister,” he said.

Brooks Ramsey, pastor of Second Church 
in Memphis, said Southern Baptist churches 
risk losing large segments of society “when 
we ignore the needs of the world.

“The intellectuals and young people 
sometimes call us ‘phonies’ and that hurts. 
But it’s true when we refuse to meet our 
responsibilities.”

Warning that Christians can’t sit on a 
spiritual mountaintop while sin and strife 
flourish below, Ramsey declared: “We must 
go out and face the problems of the world 
if we are going to follow the teachings in 
the New Testament.”

Ramsey said religious institutions should 
be used to minister to all people of the 
world and not maintained just for the sake 
of being maintained.

Albert McClellan, program planning 
secretary for the Executive Committee, ac
cented the need for Christians to become 
involved financially in ministering to others.

“The work of missionaries sent to various 
parts of the word is important,” he said, 
“but we shouldn’t forget that the prayers 
and financial support of local dedicated 
Christians are also necessary in spreading 
the gospel throughout the world.”

The Cooperative Program is the organ
ized way to fulfill this goal, he said.

Poverty of the mind and of the spirit may 
well be a far greater social evil than the 
poverty that can be remedied by dollars 
alone. That part of our population—and 
it is a large one with a wide range of in
comes—which has no cultural resources, 
nor interest in ideas, beauty or creativity, 
is the truly poverty-stricken.—Editorial, 
Social Studies.

A medical doctor can slice and/or dose his 
patients and be done with them, except 
for collecting the bill. A lawyer can draw 
a will or sue. A teacher can bore his 
classes three or four hours a day and 
spend his evening with a pipe and a detec
tive story. We live in the time of the 
specialist. Not so the preacher. He is 
supposed to be an orator, administrator, 
business manager, psychologist, school 
superintendent, scholar, community lead
er, fund raiser, teacher, after-dinner 
speaker and master of ceremonies, to 
name a few of the trades in which he 
needs some degree of proficiency.—Char
les Merrill Smith, How to Become A 
Bishop Without Being Religious (Double
day).

(Smoking) is a form of suicide. It is the only 
thing I know of that people day for to 
create a premature death for them
selves.—Dr. Allen Ochsner, physician.

The Toastmaster’s motto, “Stand up! Shut 
up!” is a good one for those of us who 
have occasion to speak in public. How
ever, in conversing with management or 
customers these ideas can be useful: Make 
Notes! Take Notes! Keep Notes!— 
Norma S. Upson, “Short Circuits in Com
munication,” American Salesman.
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CD ITO RI A IS..............
Chaplains—Outreach of the Church

With many of our young men going into military 
service, naturally there is concern both as to their 
physical and spiritual welfare. As to the latter, we 
take heart in the fine work done by chaplains. Young 
men are feeling the effect of their ministry. Some are 
being led to the Lord and to Christian witnessing.

Take for example, a letter forwarded to us by a 
happy grandfather. His grandson wrote home about 
“the greatest day” in his life. It was when he went to 
a religious retreat at the base chapel and heard from 
the lips of men, who know and love the Lord, the way 
of salvation. When the call was given for those who 
would accept Jesus as their Saviour to stand up, he 
was deeply moved. As he wrote it, “. . . all of a sudden 
there I was standing up. I had decided to place my 
life in the hands of Christ.” Then he added, “It is 
the greatest feeling in the world. I feel like I am born 
again, completely changed.”

Evidence of the reality of this change was expressed 
in his concern about his loved ones back home. Con

cern as to whether or not his own father had accepted 
Christ as Saviour, adding, “If he hasn’t, I will do my 
best to be a disciple of Christ and try and pray for 
him to place his life in the hands of Jesus.”

The chaplaincy of the armed forces is “not the gov
ernment becoming church nor the church becoming 
government.” It is not the church blessing war. It is, 
however, the community of faith reaching persons 
drawn into the armed forces. There are some 4,000 
chaplains in the Army, Navy and Air Force at present 
with another 300 full-time chaplains serving in the 
Veterans Administration. Of this total number a good 
proportion are Baptists. They are helping with the 
extension of the local church’s pastoral ministry to the 
estimated 60,000 Southern Baptist young persons who 
enter or leave military service each year, according to 
a report made at Miami Beach last month by the 
Chaplains Commission of the SBC Home Mission 
Board. George F. Cummins, who heads this part of 
our denominational work, said the number of active 
duty military chaplains this year grew to 849 of whom 
100 are assigned to posts in Vietnam.

STRENGTH OF A YOUTH IN SERVICE A Sensible Observation
The reported decline in baptisms, the lessened re

spect accorded ministers and churches has had the 
spotlight lately. Church influence in vital areas of 
human life has diminished. Diagnoses of the situation 
have abounded. Remedies proposed have been want
ing. Some urge more involvement in social problems. 
Some plead for the church to be more relevant.

A sensible observation comes from Dr. H. Franklin 
Paschall, president of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. In a sermon to his own congregation at First 
Church, Nashville, Dr. Paschall noted a common mis
understanding of church organization, whose value 
none of us should underrate, contributes to our crisis 
in Christian witnessing. This misunderstanding lies in 
the misuse of church organization as an end rather 
than a means. Organization cannot of itself give the 
Christian witness the world needs. Only people can do 
that.

Another factor in the present situation derives from 
social action itself when not kept in perspective. Social 
action is needed. Nevertheless, it adds to the crisis in

Baptist and ReflectorPage 4



Forum...
. . . That New Morality, That New Theology 

• We hear asserted with monotonous re
petition that we are living in a changing 
world of morals, and that since we have a 
new morality, we must have a new theology. 
It is either that or join the ranks of the 
superannuate, say they.

To begin with, we do live in a world of 
changing opinions about what is or is not 
moral. Many have changed their viewpoints 
about what is right or wrong, which leads 
to a theory of inclination and accommoda
tion.

It began when the first two became 
orchard thieves. And that is exactly what is 
wrong with the world, “It is indeed too 
much with us, both late and soon it lays 
waste our spirit’s powers.”

Woe the day when theology adjusts its 
pronouncements to conform with this so- 
called new morality, the essence of which 
is that the world is mere change, and life is 
mere opinion.

The stern tenor of the Scripture warns 
against such an affable adjustment. Not to 
be misunderstood, Paul states this in 
Romans 12:2, “And be not fashioned ac
cording to this world, but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is the good and acceptable will 
of God.”

Today’s theology should continue to be 
that of the timeless Word—heed the ad
monishment of I John 2:15-17.

Do not conform! Transform!—J. W. 
Storer, 460 James Robertson Parkway, 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203

. . . Opposed to Fairness Doctrine

• Your opinions outlined in the June 29 
issue of BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR en
titled “Be Careful for the Truth” are not 
held by all Baptists.

I am opposed to the “Fairness Doctrine” 
because its basic purpose is to keep con
servative presentations to a minimum. Most 
of our newspapers, radio and television 
announcers, espouse the liberal doctrine. 
Billy James Hargis’ and Carl McIntyre’s 
programs are a rebuttal to the unremitting 
liberal-socialistic propaganda emanating

Jnleipietation ...* by HERSCHEL H. HOBBS

Blessed The Mournful
(Third in Series on Beatitudes)

“Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted” (Matt. 5:4).

Again Jesus speaks in a paradox (cf. v.3). 
For certainly one who mourns does not feel 
self-sufficient. Yet Jesus says that the one 
who mourns in a sense of insufficiency has 
within himself all that is necessary for the 
abundant life (blessed).

The word “mourn” (penthountes) means 
one who mourns for the dead. So it is the 
experience of bereavement when all hope 
for a loved one’s life is gone. In the 
Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old 
Testament) this verb is used of Jacob’s 
mourning when he thought that Joseph was 
dead (Gen. 37:34). It is the strongest word 
in the Greek language for mourning. A. B. 
Bruce says that “There can be no comfort 
where there is no grief.” McNeile points out 
that this word refers not only to mourning 
for the dead, but also for the sorrows and 
sins of others.

However, in this context Jesus uses this 
word in a spiritual sense. It is in keeping 
with mourning for the sins of others. Except 
that following the “poor in spirit” (v.3), it 
appears that such is mourning for one’s own 
sins. A man poor in spirit recognizes that he 
possesses nothing within himself to com
mend him to God. And in such a realization 

from our news media.
When conservative spokesmen, such as 

Hargis and McIntyre, criticize Southern 
Baptists, they are criticizing the liberal ele
ment, and this Southern Baptist is delighted 
to have them do so. — (Mrs.) Bettye S. 
Eastman, 767 Eva Street, Memphis, Tenn. 
38112.

he is plunged into deep mourning. He 
mourns not only for what his sins have 
done to himself but to God. Therefore, he 
.experiences “godly sorrow” which “worketh 
repentance” (II Cor. 7:10). So his mourning 
produces repentance. With a sense of per
sonal insufficiency he turns from his sin to 
ihe Saviour.

Now Jesus says that such a person “shall 
be comforted” (paraklethesontai). This 
Greek word is akin to the word for “Com
forter,” referring to the Holy Spirit (Jn. 
14:16, parakletos) or Paraclete. It is the 
Holy Spirit who brings conviction (Jn.

He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength.

16:8ff.). And when one under conviction 
yields to the Holy Spirit He also gives 
repentance. True repentance is productive 
of faith, for they are inseparable graces. It 
is thus that one is bom of the Holy Spirit, 
and thus becomes a child of God.

Such a person, Jesus says, is “blessed.” 
Through the Holy Spirit he possesses in 
himself all that is necessary to live the 
abundant life. From mourning for his sins, 
he finds the comfort of forgiveness. And 
this is the state of blessedness indeed.

Christian witnessing when it becomes the only message 
of the church. It is an unhappy fact that some ministers 
and churches most involved in social action seem to be 
baptizing the fewest converts to the Christian fellow
ship. No amount of external improvement in the human 
lot is enough to make the sinner acceptable to a Holy 
God. Social action of itself can be no substitute for 
personal conversion.

Christians need to bear witness to Christ—not to 
themselves, not to the church, not to “Christian” cul

ture. The witness we need to bear is in the area of our 
own personal world. The church is not shut up to an 
either-or choice between social action on the one hand 
and seeking individual conversions on the other. Each 
church needs to be concerned with both. But each 
church must give primary emphasis to that witness, 
both in word and deed, which brings men to right 
relationships to God through Jesus Christ and then to 
the desired social changes through changed human 
beings.

—ar
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“The Fellowship of Kindred Minds”
By J. D. Grey

With deep emotion and fervent spirit, we 
Baptists love to sing the grand old hymn “Blest 
Be the Tie That Binds,” written by John Faw
cett, the English Baptist preacher, in 1772. Our 
congregations sing it in their services. The 
annual meetings of many District Baptist As
sociations are closed with it. Many State Con
ventions, just before the benediction of the last 
session, stand and sing with great feeling “Blest 
Be the Tie that. Binds.” And then in the 
annual sessions of this Southern Baptist Con
vention, thousands of messengers from the 50 
states of our nation, mingle their voices in sing
ing it. Our mighty Baptist World Alliance has 
virtually made it our “international anthem.” 
In Christian love we shall continue to sing, 
“The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that 
above.”

Now let us ask ourselves in all candor how 
“kindred” must our minds be in order for fel
lowship like to that above? Must there be a 
complete uniformity? Must we, before we can 
sing it, see eye to eye on every detail of life? 
If so, then it would be next to impossible for 
us to sing it in any Baptist gathering, including 
the local church. Furthermore, I doubt that any 
of us could sing it even as a solo for precious 
few of us are in complete agreement with our 
own selves. Nevertheless, we as Baptists go on 
singing, “Blest be the tie that binds” in our 
various gatherings including the Baptist World 
Alliance because we are of “kindred minds” on 
the centrality of Christ and His Lordship over 
our lives.

Let us move on into another sphere and ask 
ourselves another question. This is a hard ques
tion that must be asked and answered in our 
most cultivated Christian conscience. The ques
tion is, How far am I as a Baptist willing to go 
in singing “Blest be the tie that binds” with 
other Christians who are not Baptists? This is a 
hard question that demands a direct answer in 
today’s world. Each individual must search his 
own heart for the answer. We must examine 
our own “mandate to minister through Chris
tian fellowship.”

Ecumenism is a word being widely used 
today. It is used most inappropriately by many 
and is often misunderstood the least by those 
who use it the most. To some it means just one 
thing: “organic union—a world church”. In its 
derivation from the Greek it means, “world
wide, universal.” Basically it is not a bad word. 
It is made bad only by its misuse and improper 
application.

Before going further with this discussion, let 
us ask a few plain and straightforward ques
tions in the spirit of free discussion and open- 
mindedness.

Should the Southern Baptist Convention, can 
this Convention, and will we join any national

J. D. Grey has been pastor of First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans the past 30 years. He 
brought this address to the recent SBC meeting 
in Miami Beach.
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or international ecumenical organization?
In 1939 the Southern Baptist Convention re

ceived an invitation from the World Council of 
Churches to become a member of that organiza
tion. A committee of 13 of our stalwart leaders 
was appointed to reply to the invitation. The 
committee was composed of: George W. Truett, 
Chairman, W. L. Ball, A. J. Barton, Fred T. 
Brown, John H. Buchanan, M. E. Dodd, Ellis 
Fuller, David Gardner, Edgar Godbold, Char
les E. Maddry, John R. Sampey, L. R. Scar
borough, and W. R. White. The committee 
made its report to the Convention meeting in 
Baltimore, June 12-16, 1940. The report was 
approved by a standing vote.

Because of the committee’s insight into our 
position, because of its clear delineation of our 
unique denominational structure, because it is 
thoroughly relevant today in answering the 
three questions I have asked, I shall read the 
entire report of the committee. Those of us 
who were privileged to be present in that ses
sion in Baltimore in 1940 still remember the 
majestic bearing of the inimitable George W. 
Truett, who was at that time President of the 
Baptist World Alliance and who, as chairman 
of the committee, read the report in his dis
tinct and convincing tones:

. “To the World Council of Churches
Dear Brethren:

The invitation to the Southern Baptist Con
vention to accept membership in the World 
Council of Churches was received by the 
President of the Convention, and by him 
reported to the annual meeting of the Con
vention at Oklahoma City in May, 1939. A 
special committee of thirteen was appointed 
to consider the invitation and to make rec
ommendations as to the answer that should 
be made by the Convention to your invita
tion.

First of all, we would express to you our 
sincere and grateful appreciation for the 
courtesy and Christian spirit expressed in 
your communication. Directly replying to 
your invitation, permit us to advise that the 
Southern Baptist Convention is a voluntary 
association of Baptists for the purpose of 
eliciting, combining and directing the energies 
of our denomination in missionary activity 
at home and abroad, and in educational and 
benevolent work throughout the world. Our 
Convention has no ecclesiastical authority. It 
is in no sense the Southern Baptist Church. 
The thousands of churches to which our 
Convention looks for support of its mission
ary, benevolent, and educational program, 
cherish their independence and would dis
approve of any attempted exercise of ecclesi
astical authority over them.

In a world which more and more seeks 
centralization of power in industry, in civil 
government, and in religion, we are sensible 
of the dangers of totalitarian trends which 

threaten the autonomy of all free churches. 
We wish to do nothing that will imperil the 
growing spirit of cooperation on the part of 
our churches in the work of giving the gospel 
of Christ, as we understand it, to all men 
everywhere. In the light of these considera
tions, we feel impelled to decline the invita
tion to membership in the World Council of 
Churches.

In conclusion, permit us to express the 
sincere desire of our hearts that the followers 
of Christ may all be one, not necessarily in 
name and in a world organization, but in 
spiritual fellowship with the Father and the 
Son. If Christ dwells in all our hearts by 
faith, we shall be brought into a spiritual 
unity that cannot be broken. We invoke the 
blessings of the triune God upon all who 
name the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Standing here today before the Southern 
Baptist Convention 27 years later, I firmly be
lieve the overwhelming sentiment of our Con
vention is in agreement with the committee’s 
report and the action taken at that time. The 
report sets forth clearly why the Southern 
Baptist Convention should not and indeed 
cannot affiliate with the World Council of 
Churches or any similar ecumenical organiza
tion.

Concerning the third question, “Will we join 
such bodies?” allow me to return for a moment 
to that 1940 Convention. Following the com
mittee’s report, a lively and typical Baptist 
discussion followed. One brother was especially 
outspoken in expressing his disagreement with 
the committee. A free translation of what he 
said in closing was, “All right then, vote for 
the committee’s report, but after all you old 
‘fuddy-duddies’ are dead and gone, this Conven
tion will change its attitude on this matter.” 
Well, then, brethren, what is the situation now 
after 27 years? Ten of those Baptist statesmen 
who compiled that report are dead and gone. 
And today we have a new and larger crop of 
old “fuddy-duddies” and we are a lot farther 
from “joining up” than we were in 1940.

Southern Baptists have been called “the prob
lem child of Protestantism” mainly because of 
our conviction on the matter of affiliation with 
ecumenical bodies, but it needs to be remem
bered that other voices of protest besides ours 
have been raised against this ecclesiastical fad 
of “ecumenicity.” Recently the Quaker philos
opher, Dr. Elton Trueblood, warned that blurr
ing distinction between different religions for 
the sake of ecumenism could mean the weaken
ing of religion as a force for change in society. 
He said, “There is no cutting edge which is not 
narrow. You don’t make any difference with 
religion in general.”

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, Editor of Christian 
Herald, has written, “There is a growing feel
ing among Protestant church leaders, many of 
whom have been vigorously identified with the 
ecumenical movement in North America, that 
the effort to organically unite churches has 
become, in the words of Methodist Bishop 
Gerald H. Kennedy of California, a ‘growing 
lust for unity at too low a level.’ Bishop Ken
nedy went on record against the ‘popular con
temporary idea that all separation is bad.’ He 
said that Protestantism’s division into man sects 
may also demonstrate strength rather than 
weakness, and, as reported, he concluded, the 
price of one church in society is a bigger one 
than most of us want to pay.” Dr. Poling went 
on to say, “There is a vast, a fundamental, and

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

eternal difference between unity and uniform
ity, and between a spiritual unity and the 
organic union of some denominations and 
churches.”

Dr. Howard Conn, senior minister of the 
Plymouth Congregational Church of Minne
apolis, and moderator of the National Associ
ation of Congregational Christian Churches, 
authored an article for the Christian Herald a 
few years ago entitled, “Is the Church Re
placing Christ?” He emphasized his premise by 
saying, “Today many leaders of the ecumenical 
movement seem more concerned for structure 
than for spirit. We find them emphasizing 
organizational authority rather than personal 

commitment. We see them lifting up the 
church instead of Christ, thus imposing a 
barrier between man and his Saviour.”

Dr. Conn made a comment on the prayer of 
Jesus contained in John 17 which is noteworthy 
today, especially since the words of Christ are 
being twisted out of context. He said, “When 
Jesus prayed, ‘that they may all be one’. He 
was referring to a spiritual oneness of God’s 
children which even now gives joy to those who 
sense its reality. The ecumenicists insist on 
giving this prayer an organizational twist, as if 
our Lord were thinking of structure rather than 
spirit.”

On cooperation, Dr. Conn said, “Cooperation 
allows for diversity of approach so that individ
uals and families may find churches of their 
choice, where by temperament, doctrinal out
look, and educational background they can feel 
at home. Diversity also keeps each group alert 
through the impact of healthy competition. It 
prevents domination by a few powerful leaders 
who in a single over-all church would gain 
monopolistic control. Such diversity, when im
bued with the spirit of cooperation and good
will, which has grown up in American Protes
tantism, seems to me to be highly desirable.”

Let us return briefly to the questions which 
we asked earlier—Can and will the Southern 
Baptist Convention become a part of the organ
izational structure of the ecumenical move
ments? We answer emphatically, “Yes—when.” 
Yes, it can and will when the President of this 
Convention can tell the smallest one of our 
churches who must be its pastor. Yes, it can 
and will when Dr. Porter Routh and the 
Executive Committee can tell an autonomous 
local church how it must run its affairs. Bap
tists believe in the autonomy of the local 
church. Each church, therefore, when it ex
presses its own belief or policy expresses the 
belief of no other than its own members. These 
local churches of ours are in voluntary co
operation with the Southern Baptist Convention. 
This Convention has no business committing 
our 33,000 churches and 11 million members to 
affiliation in organizations and support of move
ments when they have no way of expressing 
their dissent except to withdraw from the Con
vention.

Thus far we have been looking at only one 
side of the coin—affiliation with ecumenical 
organizations. Let us now turn the coin over 
and look at the other side. And be assured, 
brethren, there is another side to the coin. 
This side has to do with Christian fellowship, 
brotherly love, and unity of the spirit not 
union of organizations. Let us be just as frank, 
just as bold, and as full of sincere Christian 

conviction as we were in looking at the other 
side of the coin.

As Southern Baptists our image has often 
been marred by an exclusivism that has kept 
us in our local communities from being good 
neighbors and friends of other Christians, co
operating with them in worthy projects upon 
which we agree. In years gone by when we 
were largely limited to parochial, county, and 
even state areas, we could practice exclusivism. 
However in this space age this is a luxury 
we can ill afford. We can no longer be little 
isolated islands in the great ocean of mankind. 
We cannot, we must not, draw our Pharisaical 
robes about us and remain aloof from other 
Christians and men of good will. Brethren, 
please do not misunderstand me. I am not in 
any sense of the word an “ecumaniac” and 
please don’t call me a “liberal” when I tip my 
hat to the wife of a Methodist preacher.

Sometimes I wonder if many of us have 
not become like the dear old lady who said, “I 
would like to see all the churches get together. 
Yes, I’d like to see all the Methodists, Presby
terians, Lutherans, Catholics, and all, get to
gether in one great big Baptist Church.

This Convention meeting in Kansas City in 
1963 received and adopted a statement on “The 
Baptist Faith and Message”. A committee, 
chairmaned by that great Baptist scholar and 
statesman, Dr. Herschel H. Hobbs, then our 
President, and composed of the presidents of 
all our State Baptist Conventions, had been 
authorized by the San Francisco Convention in 
1962. They spent the entire year in a pain
staking study of this very important subject. 
Using the 1925 statement as a basis, they gave 
us one of the finest statements of Baptist faith 
and message we could hope to have. The last 
sentence in Article XIV needs to be brought 
into sharp focus now. It reads “Cooperation is 
desirable between the various Christian denom
inations, when the end to be attained is itself 
justified, and when such cooperation involves 
no violation of conscience or compromise of 
loyalty to Christ and His word as revealed in 
the New Testament.”

I became Pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, on May 1, 1937. Soon after 
my arrival I came to realize that our 27 
churches of the New Orleans Baptist Associ
ation, with only 8,308 members, must cooperate 
with other denominations in civic and com
munity projects aimed at building a better city. 
I realized we could not “go it alone” and ac
complish very much. As Chairman of the 
Social Betterment Committee of our Protestant 
Ministerial Union, I saw the members of that 
union, almost to a man, become vocal in a 
fight against gambling, crime, and corruption in 
government. Unitedly we went to the public 
and aroused its conscience. Business leaders 
took up the challenge and changes have come. 
New Orleans isn’t perfect. But when you come 
there in 1968 for the Southern Baptist Conven- 
vention you will see a city of one million and 
sixty thousand that is vastly different from what 
it was when the Convention last met there in 
1937. Christians working together have been 
able to do more, much more, than we Baptists 
could have ever done working alone.

In that crusade our committee called on 
Archbishop Rummel at the Chancellery of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New Orleans.

He received us cordially. For nearly three 
hours we discussed with him and his aides the 
shameful situation then current. It would not 
be proper for me to divulge the details of that 
conference. Suffice it to say, that soon there
after a letter from the Archbishop was read 
in every church in the Archdiocese condemning 
gambling, vice, and corruption. Furthermore, 
until this day, bingo, gambling, and so forth 
are banned from all Catholic church functions.

I have seen this blessed “doctrine of co
operation” bring success in many worthy en
deavors this 30 years. We have taken a religious 
census of the metropolitan area twice and each 
time with the cooperation of the Archdiocese. 
A few years ago something was seen in New 
Orleans which I doubt any other city has ever 
seen. An effort was being made to induce our 
State Legislature to enact a workable Sunday 
closing law. The effort was successful. But 
the unique thing was that one day all over the 
area there appeared full-size billboards and 
full-page advertisements in the newspapers 
urging enactment of this Sunday closing law. 
These were signed by, among others, the 
Greater New Orleans Federation of Churches, 
the Louisiana Diocese of the Episcopal Church, 
the Archdiocese of the Catholic Church of New 
Orleans, and the New Orleans Baptist Associ
ation.

The cooperative efforts of Baptists, Protes
tants, and Evangelicals in our area reached a 
new high in 1954 in a month long evangelistic 
crusade conducted by Billy Graham.

Earlier I referred to the fact that our image 
as Southern Baptists has often been marred, but 
we all rejoice that many men and many move
ments among us are improving that image. Tn 
New Orleans two magnificent Southern Baptist 
institutions are improving it. I refer to our 
Southern Baptist Hospital and our New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Others are doing 
the same thing. Dr. Paul Stevens and our 
Radio and Television Commission are doing a 
tremendous job in projecting a favorable image 
of Southern Baptists. On Sunday afternoon, 
March 12, 1967, the National Broadcasting 
Company aired at prime time the magnificent 
hour-long film in color entitled “The Vine”, 
the life of Christ. It was produced by NBC 
Television and our own Radio and Television 
Commission. On March 1, prior to its pre
sentation on the network, I was honored in 
being asked to host a closed circuit viewing of 
“The Vine” with our New Orleans NBC affili
ate, WDSU-TV. A group of representative 
clergymen of all faiths. Catholic and Protestant, 
saw it and were loud in their praise of the film 
and of our Southern Baptist Radio and Tele
vision Commission.

Brethren, we Southern Baptists have spear
headed many noble efforts through the years. 
We have asked for and have received whole
hearted cooperation of our brethren in other 
denominations in temperance, law enforcement, 
separation of church and state, social justice, 
united efforts against corruption in government, 
and many other projects too numerous to men
tion. We simply cannot “go it alone.” We need 
them, and they need us!

If you want to know what cooperation really 
does, talk to one of these noble missionaries 
who has served in a foreign land. He will

(Continued on page 10)
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Tennessee Topics
Dr. W. Fred Kendall was released from 

Baptist Hospital Nashville July 5, following 
surgery June 29. He is recovering satis
factorily at his home 5836 Robert E. Lee 
Drive, Nashville 37215. Dr. Kendall, Exe
cutive Secretary-Treasurer of the TBC Exe
cutive Board, is expected back in his office 
near the end of July.

Wallace Anderson, Program Services Di
rector, TBC Executive Board, Nashville was 
able to return to his home 610 Harding 
Place, Nashville, June 28 where he is con
tinuing recovery from injuries sustained in a 
traffic accident while returning June 4 from 
Fiami Beach, Fla. after the sessions of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

J. B. Gulley was elected President of the 
East Tennessee Pastors’ Summer School at 
Carson-Newman College to serve during 
1967-68. A former moderator of Nola- 
chucky Association, Gulley is pastor of 
Montvue Church, Morristown.

First Church, Kingston welcomed 37 on 
profession of faith for baptism and eight by 
letter in special services June 18-25 when 
Mike Gilchrist of Lake Charles, La., was 
evangelist and George McFadin of Oak

CLARKSVILLE—This new structure was dedicated here by Cumberland Drive Church, June 
25. The $145,000 building on a IOV2 acre site on the new Ashland City Road replaces the 
old facilities on Cumberland Drive at Crossland Avenue. Harold Campbell has been pastor 
sihce 1966. A former pastor, Warren Robards, now of Savannah, was speaker for the dedica
tion service.

Ridge’s Glenwood Church was music lead
er. There were over 200 rededications and 
“many of our older members are saying that 
this was by far the greatest revival ever 
experienced by our Church,” Pastor Lewis 
Bratcher reports.

Mr. and Mrs. Erie T. Gibson, Sr., 3106 
Wingate Avenue, Nashville, celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary June 9 at Judson 
Memorial Church.

Samuel C. Gash, who has been assistant 
pastor at Bellevue Church, Memphis, since 
January, 1966, has resigned his position to 
enter the Army chaplaincy. Presently he is 
stationed at Ft. Hamilton, N. Y., for basic 
training. He is married and the father of 
three.

Paul W. Turner, pastor of Brook Hollow 
Church, Nashville, since 1958, has resigned 
effective July 17 to continue his studies at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He stated that he will study 
in the field of pastoral counselling and ex
pects to take up the pastoral ministry again 
following his additional study. Turner has 
served as president of the Executive Board 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, also

Mealtime is get-acquainted time for South
ern Baptist missionary journeymen beginning 
their eight weeks of training at Virginia Inter
ment College, Bristol. With Louis R. Cobb 
(left), director of the Missionary Journeyman 
Program of the Foreign Mission Board, are 
Brooks Metts, Jr., pharmacist from Jackson, 
Tenn., and Kay Jones, schoolteacher from 
Decatur, Ala.

as past president of the Convention, and 
trustee of Belmont College. Mrs. Turner is 
the former Martha Jane Jones of Jackson. 
They have three children, Charles, 13, 
Carol, 11, and Margaret, 9.

Hartman Sullivan is beginning his work as 
pastor of LaSalle Church, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y. His last Sunday as pastor of First 
Church, Newbern, was July 9. Sullivan 
states, “Like many of our pastors who have 
gone to these pioneer areas I would appreci
ate it if pastors would send to us names and 
addresses of their members, family of mem
bers or friends who are now living in that 
area so we or other churches in the area can 
try to enlist them in an active witness for 
the Lord.” His address is 8819 Munson 
Avenue, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 14304.

Concord Sanctuary Design 
Like Roger Williams Church

Concord Church, Chattanooga, observed 
formal opening of the newly completed 
sanctuary June 25. The sanctuary costing 
nearly $500,000, features wooden shutters 
patterned after the first Baptist church in 
American, First Baptist or Roger Williams 
Baptist of Providence, R.I., wall-to-wall 
carpeting; hand-antiqued woodwork, furni
ture, and molded plaster; 10 chandeliers; a 
new organ with an echo organ; and all new 
fixtures.

Open house was held in the afternoon 
with the ladies of the church serving re
freshments.

The building committee consisted of 
David Rhodes, chm.; G. Fox Mpnroe, 
James E. Wright, Erwin Wofford, and John 
A. Arnold. Dale Larew is pastor.
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Appeals Taxation Suit
WEWOKA, Okla. (BP)—An appeal has 

been filed in Seminole County District Court 
here protesting the assesment of ad valorem 
taxes on the home of L. M. Norwood, 
superintendent of missions for the South 
Canadian Baptist Association.

By a vote two to one, the Seminole 
County Board of Equalization had upheld 
the assessing of the Baptist association- 
owned property for taxation by the Semi
nole County tax assessor, Paul Matthews.

It marks the first time that a Baptist 
associational missionary’s house has been 
listed on the tax rolls in the county even 
thoueh the association has owned property 
here for more than 10 years.

“We will protest this to the state Supreme 
Court if necessary,” Norwood said. “There 
is no proof that this same action is being 
done anywhere in the state except in Semi
nole County and in this specific case.”

The equalization board indicated it based 
its action on a state attorney general’s 
opinion which stated that any church prop
erty not used exclusively for religious pur
poses was subject to county ad valorem tax.

Matthews, the tax assessor, told the board 
that if the opinion was strictlv followed, all 
church-owned housing for ministers in Semi
nole County would be subject to taxation.

A. C. Kidd, attorney for South Canadian 
Baptist Association, disagreed and cited the 
section of the state constitution exempting 
educational, religious and fraternal organi
zations’ property from taxation.

Kidd said numerous state Supreme Court 
decisions have backed up exempting frater
nal organizations, but this specific issue has 
never been taken to the high court because 
“no one has been presumptuos enough to 
tax church parsonages.”

The dissenting vote on the equalization 
board was cast by C. B. Stobough of 
Wewoka who noted that the home of his 
(Methodist) church’s district superintendent 
in another county is not on the tax rolls, and 
he didn’t think the Baptist missionary’s 
home should be taxed either.

Chairman of the board, Rudolph Black 
said he believed only one church-owned 
residence per church should be exempted 
from taxes.

Twelve Tennessee Baptists are serving on 
the summer staff of Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist 
Assembly during the first six-week session 
June 8 through July 19. Staffers include 
Beth Bagwell, Nashville; Cheryl Bates, 
Jackson; Betty Downs, Cordova; Carolyn 
Hunter, Memphis; Connie Lesch, Nashville; 
Teresa Locks, Smyrna; Joyce McCool, 
Nashville; Mary Covington, Knoxville; 
Taylor Gibson, Nashville; and Pat Shelton, 
Nashville.

Conference Rejects Plea For U.S. 
College Aid Funds

DULUTH, Minn. (RNS) — The Baptist 
General Conference voted 619 to 324 here 
against permitting Bethel College, St. Paul, 
to apply for federal construction grants.

The Conference’s Board of Education 
had recommended, by a 13 to 2 vote, seek
ing federal money for buildings on a new 
campus in Arden Hills, a St. Paul suburb 
where the college plans to relocate in 1971. 
The funds are available under the U. S. 
Education Facilities Act.

Vote on the issue followed a debate of 
more than three hours over two days and 
involving more than three dozen speakers.

Dr. Carl Lundquist, Bethel’s president, 
said after that vote that “it is not easy 
for a college president to see turned down 
what might have amounted to $2 million 
or more for Bethel.”

But, he added, “I applaud the spirit of

Study Drinkers 
Behavior Patterns

WASHINGTON (BP)—What are the be
havior patterns of alcoholics while they 
are drunk? Do they drink more when alone 
or in a group? Are they willing to perform 
useful work to obtain alcohol?

These and other questions will be studied 
by two Boston institutions with the aid of 
funds made available by the National In
stitute of Mental Health (NIMH) of the 
Public Health Service, U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare.

The Harvard Medical School and the 
Boston Department of Health and Hospitals 
have received a $205,008 grant to support 
the first year of a three-year study, ac
cording to announcement by Stanley F. 
Yolles, M.D., director of NIMH.

This is one of the first new grants 
awarded by the National Center for the 
Prevention and Control of Alcoholism, re
cently established within NIMH. The center 
will provide support totaling $564,409 over 
three years.

The research, to be conducted at Boston 
City Hospital, is one of the first studies to 
focus on observations of the drinking be
havior of chronic alcoholics while they are 
drunk.

Male volunteers, 30 to 45 years of age, 
with at least a five-year history of spree 
drinking will be selected to participate in 
the study.

The National Center for the Prevention 
and Control of Alcoholism was established 
within NIMH to coordinate all Public 
Health Service research, training and pro
gram development in the field of alcoholism.

In addition, the center encourages and 
supports alcohol research in universities 
and other reseach facilities. The center 
conducts research in its own laboratories 
but it does not have treatment programs. 

these supporting Bethel who do not want 
to sacrifice, in their judgment, principle 
for expediency.”

He said the debate indicated a strong 
fear that if Bethel turns now to federal 
funds to underwrite part of its construction 
program, “it may become increasingly de
pendent upon public money in the future 
and cut off its vital relationship with private 
philanthropy.”

Dr. Lundquist said the college will pro
ceed “with a vigorous program to enlist 
other kinds of support and make Bethel 
indeed a private institution of higher edu
cation.”

Cost of relocating Bethel College to 
the new Arden Hills campus is estimated 
at more than $11 million. Bethel Seminary 
was moved there in 1965 at a cost of $3.7 
million.

Religious Records
A Singing Heart by Homer James with 

orchestra and chorus conducted by Dick 
Anthony is RCA Victor LPM-3788. “The 
Song of a Singing Heart” thrills with the 
bright, buoyant voice of a top Canadian 
gospel singer. “More Than Conquerors” 
vibrates with glorious confidence. This 
album is also enriched with “How I Want 
the Lord to Find Me,” “The Old Fashioned 
Home,” “The Saviour is Waiting,” among 
its 12 choice selections.

* $ $ $

Norma Zimmer Sings Songs of Faith and 
Inspiration, arranged and conducted by 
Basil Adlam/produced by Darol Rice is 
RCA Victor LPM-3777. The dozen num
bers include “I Believe,” “Until Tomorrow,” 
“The Man Beside the Galilee,” “I Believe in 
Miracles,” among its excellent selections ap
pealingly sung by this gifted member of the 
Lawrence Welk TV organization.

Childrens Records
Puff, the Magic Dragon and other songs 

children request is RCA Camden record 
CAL-1088 by the Richard Wolfe Children’s 
Chorus. Here are 12 happy, entertaining 
songs for growing boys and girls. The tempo 
is lively with guitar and drum accompani
ment. The themes roam the world of fancy.

BAPTISTRIES—SPIRES
• Unit-Molded 
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The Fellowship of Kindred Minds

(Continued from page 7)

tell you that when you and a little handful of 
fellow believers are dropped down in a pagan 
country, you begin to search for kindred minds, 
you begin to reach out for the hand of other ’ 
Christians who acknowledge the lordship of 
Christ and that you will stand with your 
shoulders together and your backs to the wall 
facing the onslaught of the pagan hordes. You 
then begin to realize that literally you either 
hang together or you will hang separately.

We Baptists have received the respect and 
admiration of other Christians because of our 
gifts of men and movements to the world. To 
Bedford in England come the multitude of not 
only the religious worlds of all faiths, but the 
literary geniuses of the earth to pay homage 
to John Bunyan. To Kettering and Moulton 
missionary-minded evangelicals flock paying 
tribute to William Carey, the father of the 
modern missionary movement. And all over 
the English speaking world, men revere the 
name of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the greatest 
“prince of preachers” since the Apostle Paul. 
If you would know the respect which the entire 
Protestant world can hold for a Baptist 
preacher, then go to Geneva, Switzerland, 
where in the Reformation Monument Roger 
Williams is enshrined in marble as he is en
shrined in the hearts of lovers of freedom the 
world around. But as the author of Hebrews 
says, “Time would fail us to tell of” John G. 
Oncken, Adoniram Judson, Luther Rice, Jesse 
Mercer, John R. E. B. Taylor, John A. Broadus, 
Augustus H. Strong, E. Y. Mullins, John R. 
Sampey, Lee R. Scarborough, George W. 
Truett, M. E. Dodd, and a multitude too 
numerous to mention.

We Baptists through our long history have 
been the freest and most understanding of 
other faiths. Believing strongly as we do in 
soul freedom and salvation by grace, we have 
never taught that one must be a Baptist to be 
saved.

We must do more than cooperate with fel

low Christians of other churches. We must 
manifest Christian fellowship toward every per
son who accepts the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
Let us return for a brief moment to the “Truett 
statement” approved by this Convention in 
Baltimore in 1940. Addressed to the World 
Council of Churches, it opened with the words, 
“Dear Brethren.” And respectfully declining 
the invitation of the World Council of 
Churches, the last paragraph of the statement 
says:

“In conclusion, permit us to express the 
sincere desire of our hearts that the followers 
of Christ may all be one, not necessarily in 
name and in a world organization, but in 
spiritual fellowship with the Father and the 
Son. If Christ dwells in all our hearts by 
faith, we shall be brought into a spiritual 
unity that cannot be broken. We invoke 
the blessings of the triune God upon all who 
name the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Beloved, if you will allow me to say so, I 

believe we need to begin anew to practice the 
fine art of Christian fellowship among ourselves 
as Baptists. We know we have never been able 
to see eye to eye with one another on every
thing. But we can disagree without being dis
agreeable. Let us seek always to be Christians 
in our relations with each other. Let us strive 
to always show Christian courtesy, patience, 
kindness, and understanding. Let us as our 
church covenant enjoins, “Engage ... to avoid 
all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to 
remember each other in prayer; to aid each 
other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Chris
tian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; 
to be slow to take offense, but always ready for 
reconciliation.”

Our world Baptist fellowship is a blessed 
thing. We need also to cherish and cultivate 
it. For 17 years I have been honored to be a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance. Today I hear testimony 
to the fact that its fellowship is truly “like to 

that above.” Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, General 
Secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, gave 
a report to the Administrative Committee in 
Washington, D.C., on March 1, 1967. Among 
many splendid things he said: “Eighty Baptist 
Conventions and Unions are joined together in 
the Baptist World Alliance, ‘more fully to show 
the essential oneness of Baptist people in the 
Lord Jesus Christ . . . and to promote the spirit 
of fellowship, service and cooperation’.”

He offered several splendid suggestions con
cerning what the Alliance can do in promoting 
understanding and cooperation among members 
of our Baptist family in the world. Among 
other things he said, “We must avoid rash or 
studied generalizations in regard to other mem
ber bodies in the Baptist World Alliance and 
relinquish denunciation as a substitute for re
conciliation. We must face and discuss frankly 
differences of views or traditions in fraternal 
forums rather than in headlines which en
courage controversy and impute unchristian 
motives.”

My beloved brethren, we Southern Baptists 
do have a mandate and I believe it is from 
God, to minister through Christian fellowship. 
We have a responsibility to discharge.

The theme of EXPO ’67 now in progress in 
Montreal, Canada, was suggested by a terse 
statement contained in a book entitled, “Man 
and His World”, by the eminent French author 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery. That statement is:

“To be a man is to feel that by setting one’s 
stone in place, one can contribute to building 
the edifice of the world.”

We Southern Baptists have a stone to set in 
place in building the Kingdom of Christ. Let us 
do it as we sing:

“Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds

Is like to that above.”
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Brotherhood Expands Work 
With Boys Ages 6 To 8

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)—Directors of 
the Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commis
sion voted unanimously here to expand its 
missionary education program to include 
Baptist boys ages six to eight, and approved 
a record operating budget of $559,440 for 
1967-68.

Taylor O’Hearn, attorney of Shreveport, 
La., was elected chairman of the 35-mem- 
ber group representing 25 states and the 
District of Columbia. He replaced Hugh 
Cantrell of Arkadelphia, Ark., a pastor who 
served the maximum of two one-year terms.

Fred Worrill, an advertising executive of 
Atlanta, Ga., was re-elected vice-chairman, 
and C. A. Dabney, pastor of Applewood 
Church of Denver, Colo., was chosen re
cording secretary.

George W. Schroeder, executive secretary 
of the Brotherhood Commission at Mem
phis, called the decision to provide guidance 
materials in missionary education for boys 
6-8 “a progressive move” in men and boys’ 
work in the Southern Baptist Convention.

At an annual meeting a month earlier in 
Miami Beach, the Executive Board of SBC 
Woman’s Missionary Union voted to ask 
the Brotherhood Commission to assume this 
responsibility, making the first curriculum 
materials available for use in the churches, 
Oct. 1, 1970.

Involving an estimated 75,000 boys, the 
transfer of responsibility permits one agency 
to provide the missionary education guid
ance materials for all boys in the children’s 
division (ages 6-11) of the new grading
grouping plan Southern Baptist churches 
will begin using in 1970, Schroeder ex
plained.
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Sunday School Department

Should We Use The Life And 
Work Curriculum?

By Wendell Price

Perhaps your church faces the decision of 
which curriculum to use for adults and 
young people in the Sunday School. Both 
curriculums are (1) Bible based and (2) have 
commentary materials prepared and edited 
by Baptists and published by the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

The uniform series rotates a cycle of 
Scripture selections every six years, which 
generally covers the Bible. These selections 
are made by a special commitee and offered 
to each denomination, so regardless of 
which church we attend we study the same 
Scripture passage. A royalty fee pays the 
expenses. Already Methodists and Presby
terians have departed from this plan. Each 
group now selects Scriptures and publishes 
materials which relate to their needs.

The Life and Work series is designed to 
meet the needs of Baptist churches in this 
area. It doesn’t operate as a cycle, nor call 
for a royalty. It offers church study from 
which issues church actions. The motiva
tion for actions comes from God’s Word 
plus the Holy Spirit. The study of the Word 
is in the Sunday School; the development of 
skills and follow-through actions are found 
in the Training Union; specific mission ac
tions come through the Brotherhood and 
the Woman’s Missionary Union.

Further church actions come as each 
organization follows a correlated study pro
gram in keeping with that of other Baptist 
churches. This gives broader scope, more 
meaning, and less lost motion to church 
activities.

In October, 1970, the Sunday School 
curriculum will change. Uniform materials 
will still be available. The Life and Work 
series will take on new flavor. Now it is 
correlated to closely relate all five organiza
tions by offering the same Scripture-theme, 
suggesting follow-through activities and 
mission actions based on Bible truth, all of 
which issue in personal growth and out
reach. The addition will be: all age groups 
in the Sunday School will study the same 
Scriptures on the same day. This gives 
opportunity to strength the homes by par
ents and children studying their lesson 
materials together. Correlation will then 
operate in two directions.

WRITERS
N. Y. publisher, want; becks on aH srtjod»t 
fiction; noofjttlon. No opinion. FREE: Brochures that show how few 
book can be published, publlclzjd, 
and article reprints on writinr, publlsklnft 
contracts. Write Dept 6.G.
EXPOSITION 386 Park Ave. S. N.Y. 16

Consider also these offerings from the 
Life and Work series:

1. Scriptures are selected for intensive 
depth study.

2. The materials are arranged so as to 
elicit pupil participation and response.

3. It focuses attention on the church, 
rather than the organization.

4. It helps the church organizations to 
properly relate to the church.

5. It helps the church organizations to 
properly relate to each other.

6. It emphasizes the basic functions of a 
church—worship, witness, education, and 
ministry.

7. It pin-points the tasks of the Sunday 
School:

a) Teach the Biblical revelation
b) Lead in reaching all prospects for 

Christ and the church.
c) Lead all church members to wor

ship, witness, learn, and minister daily.
8. It stresses the application of truth to 

life.

Readers Write . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 

we see the day approaching we should urge 
our Christian friends, and of course the 
non-Christians to come to church on Sun
day night. “Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching” 
Heb. 10:25. Sunday night is as much a part 
of the Lord’s Day as Sunday morning.

If we fail to go to church, we are as 
guilty of closing the doors as the Com
munists.—Sara Bradford Saunders, 1013 
Joyce Lane, Nashville, Tenn.
. . . "Don't Sell That Motion Short"
• Let’s face it, there are words that South
ern Baptists fear. One such word is ECU
MENICAL. Its connotations tend to freeze 
the Baptist spirit.

We must face the fact, however, that 
much of the Ecumenical spirit abroad has 
rubbed off on Southern Baptists. I have 
found an increasing interest in interdenomi
national cooperation among fellow-pastors. 
Like it or not, recent Seminary graduates 
are not in the same mold—they are think
ing “unity”, “cooperation”, and “fellow
ship”. . . .

I do not believe that Southern Baptists 
have fully realized their place in the Evan
gelical world. It is true that we have made 
our own unique contribution to evangelical 
Christianity, but we have provided little or 
no leadership to evangelical life as a whole, 

and the frigid fact is that the evangelical 
voice no longer sounds from centers of 
national life, from Washington, Wall Street 
and Hollywood.

My motion, at the Southern Baptist Con
vention, evisaged cooperation with other 
Evangelical denominations in a missionary 
and evangelistic thrust to reach America 
for Christ. This does not mean that we will 
“live in the same house”, but it will call for 
cooperation in projects in which we agree, 
and this exactly where Southern Baptists 
can provide concrete leadership.

With 40 Million non-Catholics in Amer
ica, who do not wish to identify with the 
present ecumenical structures, and who 
would gladly involve themselves with us in 
a loosely knit fellowship of cooperation, I 
see tremendous possibilities. We have seen 
it work in the Billy Graham crusades. We 
have witnessed its impact in the World 
Congress on Evangelism in Berlin. Why 
not extend its effectiveness into other areas 
of cooperation? Particularly in evangelistic 
outreach.

The motion was referred to the Execu
tive Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention for more detailed study. A re
port will be given at the next session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.—Alastair C. 
Walker, Griffin, Georgia.

OLD BIBLES 
beautifully rebound 

in Fabrikoid or Genuine Leather, name stamped 
in gold free. Also, religious pamphlets and 
magazines bound in flat opening permanent 
books. Send books for free estimate to Specialty 
Binding Co., P. 0. Box 1208, Tupelo, Miss.

What determines the

Strength of A School?

THE ROBERT G. LEE CHAPEL

ITS FACULTY?

ITS LIBRARY?

ITS SPIRIT?

ITS STUDENTS?

Baptist Bible Institute

Graceville, Florida
Invites you to consider our learned faculty, 
our fine library, our evangelistic spirit, and 
our mature student body (from 18 states and 
Cuba this year).

If you are a mature person, Southern Baptist, 
called to a church-related vocation after you 
started your family, or if you are retired from 
the Armed Forces, you need thorough prep
aration for your task. We suggest that you 
prepare in a Southern Baptist atmosphere, in 
a school which best fits your situation. Come 
and see us. Or write the Dean for a catalog.

Owned and Operated by the

Florida Baptist State Convention
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Indiana Church Names Inner
/

City Missionaries
By Al Shackleford

NEW ALBANY, Ind. (BP) — A new 
and unique approach to evangelizing the 
inner city has been launched here by the 
Graceland Baptist Church.

The church has named two “missionaries 
to the inner city,” both students at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., who will live in the heart of the city 
and try to minister to the needs of the 
people without an institutional church type 
approach.

Jackson Oliver, a seminary student from 
Covington, Ky., will live in the Federal 
Housing Project near downtown New Al
bany.

Larry Carter, another Southern student 
from Decatur, Ill., will live in a rented 
house in a low income part of the down
town area.

“These will not be conventional type 
missions,” according to Graceland’s pastor, 
Elvis Marcum. “The homes of these mis
sionaries will be the center of activity.”

Marcum emphasized that this is to be a 
creative approach to missions.

“Our concern is to minister to the needs 
of the community. These may never be
come permanent churches — or even 

preaching stations,” he added.
“This new concept of missions is really 

inexpensive,” Marcum observed. “We al
ways thought you couldn’t help people 
until you found a preacher, rented an 
auditorium, and bought a piano,” he said.

“Under this plan, the students home will 
be used for Bible study, youth meetings, 
or anything else needed in the community.”

Marcum feels that by living with the 
people and knowing the people personally, 
the student can then adapt his ministry 
directly to the individual needs.

One possibility being explored is a two- 
day-a-week Vacation Bible School that 
would last all summer. Other new inno
vations are also being considered.

“It is not our concern to build a per
manent church. Our concern is to present 
Christ to the people of that community,” 
Marcum said.

Two additional students will be added 
by August 1.

For over a year the church members 
have discussed what could be done to 
evangelize New Albany. They had prayed 
and pledged themselves to try to win a 
city.

Marcum shared his concerns with south
eastern area missionary, Eldon Jones, and 
together they divided the city into 10 units. 
Eventually, a seminary student will be 
living in and ministering to each of these.

Marcum and Jones approached Kenneth 
Chafin, evangelism professor at Southern 
Seminary, and he added the “live right 
with the people” concept.

Chafin began to select students for this 
pilot project. Joseph Stiles, director of field 
work at the seminary, arranged for some 
student pastoral aid.

Marcum found overwhelming response 
when he talked with the city’s mayor and 
head of the housing authority.

“In fact, everywhere we’ve turned we 
have met with enthusiasm,” he said. “This 
convinced us of God’s leadership.”

A church in Kentucky heard about the 
project and pledged $75.00 per month for 
a year.

The “New Albany Project” will also 
serve as a laboratry for Chafin’s courses 
on ministering to the inner city. He will 
meet weekly with the participating stu
dents.

The New Albany project is sponsored, 
not only by Graceland Baptist Church, but 
is also being assisted by Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville; South
eastern Baptist Association of the Indiana 
convention; the State Convention of Bap
tists in Indiana, the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, and by other churches in 
the area.

Conversations by Roy Newquist; Rand 
McNally; 505 pp.; $6.95. The author can
didly interviews 43 prominent figures in 
contemporary literature. Amusing, frank, 
and controversial, these highly articulate 
men and women give their opinions on 
writing, politics, religion, censorship, and 
the state of the world, in general.

Evangelicals at the Brink of Crisis by 
Carl F. H. Henry; Word Books; 120 pp.; 
$3.95, cloth; $L95, paper. Significance of 
The World Congress on Evangelism.

Code Name Sebastian by James L. John
son; Lippincott; 270 pp.; $4.50. Sherwood 
E. Wirt, editor of Decision, states “. . . 
novel is like a meteor flashing across the 
black sky of evangelical fiction. It is so 
utterly alive, so contemporary, so honest, 
so real, and yet at its heart so deeply rooted 
to the love of God in Christ . . . There are 
defects in this book, but they are over
whelmingly dwarfed by the excitement of 
plot and characterization that breathes from 
every page . . .”

Prayerables by Irene Harrell; Word 
Books; 101 pp.; $2.95. Meditations of a 
homemaker.

It’s Worth Your Life by William M. 
Dyal, Jr.; Association Press; 156 pp.; $1.95,

New Books
paper; $3.95, cloth. The $2,000 award
winning book that challenges youth to ac
tion as modern disciples of Christ.

The Worldliness of Worship by James F. 
White; Oxford; 181 pp.; $5.00. In concise 
fashion it discusses basic concerns about 
the nature of worship and its relation to the 
world.

The Funeral Sourcebook by Herbert 
Lockyer; Zondervan; 187 pp.; $4.95. The 
author deals with special problems in minis
tering to bereaved individuals and fami
lies—before death—at death—after death— 
and offers helpful guidelines for preparing 
suitable messages for the burial of an aged 
person, one who has suffered a sudden and 
untimely death, a young man or woman, an 
infant, an unknown person, a suicide, a 
member of the Armed Services, A distin
guished person on the local or national 
scene, a tragic situation (such as a plane 
crash), A memorial service.

Felipe Alou . . . My Life and Baseball; 
by Felipe Alou with Herm Weiskopf; Word; 
154 pp.; $3.95. A young Dominican with a 
great talent for baseball and a strong faith 
in God. His story as told to Herm Weiskopf, 
Sports Writer for Sports Illustrated.

Valley of Desire by Adel Pryor; Zon

dervan; 144 pp.; $2 50. A story in which 
the main character ultimately learns that 
obedience to God and following His will is 
the vital link in a life lived for Him—and 
that His rewards are best.

Living in Kingdom Come by Vance 
Havner; Revell; 128 pp.; $2.95. The author 
with his usual fearlessness and evangelical 
zeal very frankly calls for a spiritual revival 
to destroy the complacency and super
ficiality of contemporary Christianity.

Biblical Ethics by T. B. Maston; World; 
300 pp.; $6.00. A guide to the ethical mes
sage of the Scriptures from Genesis through 
Revelation.

The Unsinkable Charlie Brown by Char
les M. Schulz; Holt, Rinehart and Winston; 
paper; $1.00. A new Peanuts book.

Southern Churches in Crisis by Samuel S. 
Hill, Jr.; Holt, Rinehart, Winston; 234 pp.; 
$5.95. Southern theologian calls for modern 
reformation in new volume challenging 
Baptists and Methodists.

The Principles of Biblical Interpretation 
by A. Skevington Wood; Zondervan; 103 
pp.; $3.50. As enunciated by Irenaeus, 
Origen, Augustine, Luther and Calvin.
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1967 Annual Association Meetings
ASSOCIATION DATE PLACE

Campbell County Aug. 7 (Night) First, Coolidge
Aug. 8 (Day) Indiana Ave., LaFollette
Aug. 8 (Night) Oak Grove

Mulberry Gap Aug. 16 (Day) Bethel, Franklin, Ohio
Aug. 17 (Day) Bethel, Franklin Ohio

East Tennessee Aug. 17 (Day) Swannsylvania
Aug. 18 (Day) Shady Grove

Cumberland Gap Aug. 23 (Day) Pleasant View
Aug. 24 (Day) Pleasant View

Fayette County Aug. (Night) First, Somerville
Aug. 24 (Aft. & N.) Rossville

Cumberland County Sept. 7 (Night) Haley’s Grove
Sept. 8 (Day) Plateau

Lawrence County Sept. 8 (Day) Bethel
Sept. 8 (Night) Bethel
Sept. 9 (Morn.) Bethel

Hardeman County Sept. 11 (Night) Shandy, Bolivar
Sept. 12 (Aft. & N.) First, Bolivar

Midland Sept. 12 (Night) Atkins, Knox County
Sept. 13 (Day) Atkins, Knox County
Sept. 13 (Night) Atkins, Knox County

Carroll-Benton Sept. 13 (Morning) East Side, Camden
Sept. 14 (Aft. & N.) First, Huntingdon

Crockett County Sept. 14 (Night) Barkers Chapel
Sept. 15 (Day) Barkers Chapel

McNairy Sept. 14 ((Night) First, Bethel Springs
Sept. 15 (Day) First, Counce

Salem Sept. 20 (Day) Coopers Chapel
Sept. 21 (Day) Sycamore, Woodbury, Rt. 1

Beech River Sept. 21 (Night) Mt. Ararat, Henderson Co.
Sept. 22 (Day) Mt. Ararat, Henderson Co.
Sept. 22 (Night) Mt. Ararat, Henderson Co.

Holston Valley Sept. 21 (Day) Oak Grove, Church Hill
Sept. 21 (Night) Hickory Cove, Rogersville
Sept. 22 (Day) Looney’s Chapel, Rogersville

New Salem Sept. 21 (Night) Rome, Lebanon, Rt. 1
Sept. 22 (Day) Rome, Lebanon, Rt. 1

Hiwassee Sept. 22 (Night) Pisgah
Sept. 23 (Day) Pisgah

Northern Sept. 27 (Day) Union
Sept. 28 (Day) Union

Stewart County Sept. 27 (Day) First, Dover
Sept. 28 (Day) Fairview, Dover, Rt. 1

Truett Sept. 28 (Night) Trace Creek
Sept. 29 (Day) Oak Grove

Giles County Sept. 29 (Day) New Hope, Lawrenceburg, R5
Sept. 30 (Day) New Hope, Lawrenceburg, R5

Judson Sept. 29 (Day) Missionary Ridge, Hickman Co.
Sept. 30 (Day) Missionary Ridge, Hickman Co.

Big Emory Oct. 5 (Day) First, Wartburg
Oct. 5 (Night) Pine Grove, Midtown
Oct. 6 (Day) Pine Ridge, Harriman

Grainger County Oct. 5 (Day) Helton Springs
Oct. 5 (Night) Sunrise
Oct. 5 (Day) Tampico

Union Oct. 5 (Day) Quebeck
Riverside Oct. 6 (Day) First, Jamestown

Oct. 7 (Day) Etter
Alpha Oct. 9 (Day) First, Linden
Dyer Oct. 9 (Aft. & N.) First, Dyersburg

Oct. 10 (Day) First, Dyersburg
Oct. 10 (Night) First, Dyersburg

Big Hatchie Oct. 10 (Aft.) Grace
Oct. 11 (Day) Fellowship

Bradley County Oct. 10 (Day) Westwood
Oct. (10 (Night) Calvary
Oct. 11 (Morning) Stuart Park

Weakley County Oct. 10 (Day) Central
Oct. 10 (Day) Central

Beulah Oct. 12 (Day) First, Martin
Oct. 13 (Day) New Salem, Masonhall

Central Oct. 12 (Day) Gath
Oct. 12 (Night) Gath

Copper Basin Oct. 12 (Day) New Zion, Farner
Oct. 12 (Night) New Zion, Farner

Holston Oct. 12 (Day) First, Greeneville
Oct. 12 (Night) Beulah
Oct. 13 (Day) Litz Manor, Kingsport

ASSOCIATION

Indian Creek

McMinn County

Polk County

Stone 
Sweetwater

Tennessee Valley

Wilson County

Duck River

Robertson County

Shelby County

Sevier County

William Carey

Cumberland

Nashville

New Duck River

Nolachucky

Bledsoe

Chilhowee

Clinton

Concord

Hamilton County

Jefferson County

Loudon County

Maury

New River 
Sequatchie Valley

Watauga

Western District

Knox County

Madison-Chester

Gibson County

Clinch

DATE

Oct. 12 (Night)
Oct. 13 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Night)
Oct. 13 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Night)
Oct. 13 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Night)
Oct. 13 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Day)
Oct. 13 (Day)
Oct. 12 (Night)
Oct. 13 (Day)
Oct. 16 (Aft. & N.)
Oct. 17 (Aft. & N.)
Oct. 16 (Night)
Oct. 17 (Day)
Oct. 16 (Day)
Oct. 16 (Night)
Oct. 17 (Morning)
Oct. 17 (Night)
Oct. 16 (Night)
Oct. 17 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Night)
Oct. 18 (Day)
Oct. 16 (Night)
Oct. 17 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Night)
Oct. 18 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Night)
Oct. 18 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Night)
Oct. 18 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Day)
Oct. 17 (Night)
Oct. 18 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Morning)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Night)
Oct. 20 (Day)
Oct. 19 (Day)
Oct. 20
Oct. 23 (Morning)
Oct. 23 (Night)
Oct. 24 (Morning)
Oct. 24 (Night)
Oct. 26 (Night)
Oct. 23 (Night)
Oct. 24 (Night)
Oct. 24 (Aft. & N'
Oct. 25 (Day)
Oct. 25 (Day)

PLACE

First, Savannah 
Place to be selected

First, Athens 
Brookhill

North Etowah 
Zion 

Antioch 
Cedar Springs 

First, Gainesboro 
Bethlehem 

Tellico Plains 
Fairview Tabernacle 

Wolf Creek
Graysville 
Immanuel 
Immanuel

Broadview, Winchester 
Crossroads, Winchester 

Bethlehem, Rt. 3, Springfield 
Springfield 

Raleigh 
Raleigh 

Graceland 
Graceland 

First, Sevierville
Camp Smoky 

First, Pigeon Forge 
Covemont 

Oak Hill 
Oak Hill 

Little Hope 
First, St. Bethlehem 

First, Donelson 
Belmont Heights 

First, Ashland City 
Fosterville 

Holt’s Corner 
Bethel, Morristown 

Calvary, Morristown 
Brown Springs, Mosheim 

Indian Hills, Gallatin
Camp Nor-Da-Tho, Westmoreland 

East Maryville 
Monte Vista 

Pleasant Grove 
Edgemoor 
Longfield 

Southeast, Murfreesboro
First, Smyrna 

First, Chattanooga 
First, Chattanooga 
Lookout Mountain 
First, White Pine 
First, White Pine 

Buffalo Grove 
Philadelphia 

Dixie Lee 
Highland Park, Columbia 
Highland Park, Columbia 
Mountain View, Robbins 

First, Dunlap 
First, Dunlap 

Baptist Hill, Jasper 
Butler

Hampton
Cobbs Creek 

First, Big Sandy 
To be decided 

Inskip 
Inskip 

Calvary 
Calvary 

Wallace Memorial 
North Jackson 

First, Bemis 
Antioch, Humboldt 

White Hall, Trenton
5 Kyle’s Ford
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 16, 1967—By W. R. White

Harmony Among
Basic Passage: I Cor. 1:4-17; 3:1-9
Focal Passage: I Cor. 1:10-13; 3:4-9

It must be remembered that Christianity 
was very young and that the Corinthians 
were new converts out of a very pagan 
background. They manifested all the old 
heathen weaknesses mingled with newly 
acquired Christian virtues.

The church at Corinth was sorely divided. 
They were divided over nearly everything 
from preachers to spiritual gifts. No New 
Testament church was so replete with prob
lems as seen in the first letter to the Corin
thians. Fortunately' the second letter pre
served for us reflects a much better situa
tion.

All of the New Testament leaders who 
were considered divinely commissioned were 
striving for unity among the brethren. It 
was not organic union nor monolithic same
ness they were seeking. It was unity of the 
spirit in the bonds of peace.

This was so highly desirable then and is 
today. By love one for another they would 
reflect true discipleship.
Division Over Leadership I Cor. 1:10-12

Naturally all leaders have their follow
ing. Spiritual leadership is no exception. 
Sometimes human leadership is revered and 
honored too much. Proper appreciation is 
in order but worship or that which borders 
on worship is going entirely too far.

To admire and respect a leader need not 
create a spirit of antagonism toward some
one who selects another leader on whom to 
lavish praise, admiration and loyalty. Yet, 
strife is often engendered in this way.

There are those who have particularly 
impressed us. Others have been especially 
helpful to us. An attachment to such people 
grows on us. In time we adore them and 
make invidious comparisons between them 
and others. Evidently these Corinthians 
were quarreling over Apollos, Peter and 
Paul.
The Folly of Such Divisions I Cor. 1:13-3:4-7

Paul made their divisions over preachers 
seem so ridiculous by asking some simple 
questions. Has Christ been divided or parti
tioned? Has one of these leaders been 
crucified for you? Have you been baptized 
in the name, say of Paul?

Some of you say, “I am a disciple of 
Paul” while another says, “I am a follower 
of Apollos.” Does this not reveal how 
human you are? It does not reveal strength 
or spirituality.

Paul and Apollos are servants of God 
through whom you believed. They are 
neither the objects of your faith or loyalty. 
They are merely instruments of Christ as 
He gave them opportunity.

Church Members
Here is the true picture and the whole 

story. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it 
but God made it live and come forth. The 
one who really counts is neither the one who 
sows nor waters but God who is responsible 
for all of it, making it work.

Do not worry about Apollos or Paul for 
God will see that each will be rewarded 
according to his labor. Some will sow; 
others will water and cultivate. So often still 
others will reap. No one person does it all 
in God’s vineyard. Credit for the conver
sion of an individual will go to many people 
in God’s recognition. Praise for the matur
ing of converts will be bestowed on many 
individuals. Selecting a few and exhalting 
them to the sky is an outrage. Besides it is 
so absurd.

Partners With God I Cor. 3:9
God has taken us into partnership in His 

great redemptive labors. We did not share 
in designing and initiating creation. We were 
not privileged to help put the stars in their 
place. We did not assist in fixing the moons 
in their orbits nor in setting the suns in 
their courses. Yet, if we be true teachers 
we shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament, and if we turn many to right
eousness we shall be as the stars forever. 
Yes, God takes us in on His great work of 
redemption, recreation ajid restoration.

Our scripture says that we are God’s 
husbandry, tillage or field. It also says that 
we are His building. Elsewhere in Ephesians 
it says that we are His workmanship. By 
the grace and productivity of God, we are 
what we are. This is true of the leaders and 
preachers too. Therefore, there is no need 
to glory in men. There is much less ground 
for being divided over them.

If all preachers, who have a substantial 
following, would be as concerned as Paul 
in keeping human servants of the Lord in 
their proper perspective, what a different 
situation we would have in local congrega
tions and in Christendom. Paul had a great 
following. The larger his influence the more 
he wanted to hide behind the cross.

The humility of all leaders, of whatever 
size whether preachers or laymen, is so 
essential to unity and harmony. This spirit 
of humility with a great conviction of unity 
would achieve unity.

There is strength and beauty in harmony. 
Some people should make it their business 
to be peacemakers. “Blessed are the peace
makers for they shall be called the children 
of God.” We need courses in how to be 
peacemakers as well as teachers and officers. 
A large force pouring oil on troubled waters 
with love and skill would be wonderful.

Architecture Conferences 
Scheduled For Assemblies

NASHVILLE (BP)—The annual Church 
Architecture Conferences are scheduled for 
August this year at Glorieta (N.M.) and 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Assemblies to help 
church workers planning building programs.

The third annual Glorieta conference will 
meet Aug. 10-16, and the fourth such con
ference at Ridgecrest will be held Aug. 
24-30.

The conferences are designed for pastors, 
staff members and architects of churches 
engaged in or planning a building program.

The Glorieta conference will feature Al
vin Wood, pastor of First Southern Church, 
Flagstaff, Ariz.; Ross L. Sams, a church fur
nishings manufacturer from Waco, Tex.; 
and Architect Frank C. Dill of Houston.

Ridgecrest personnel will include Archi
tects J. J. Croft, Jr. of Asheboro, N.C. and 
Eugene Warren of Charlotte, N.C.

Also on the Ridgecrest program will be 
state Baptist church building consultants 
John K. Durst of South Carolina and Ric
hard D. Smith of North Carolina; James 
Lackey of the Southern Baptist Steward
ship Commission in Nashville; and Charles 
H. Rabon, pastor of First Church, Kershaw, 
S. C.

Secretary William A. Harrell of the 
church architecture department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board in 
Nashville is the director of the conferences.

A New and Unique

GUARANTEED ISSUE 
PERMANENT LIFE 

INSURANCE PROGRAM

Offered to

Ordained ministers, salaried male supervisory 
employees of churches. Salaried male em
ployees of organizations or institutions affili
ated with any religious denomination, who 
have been so employed for at least two years, 
and are under age 61.

AT STANDARD RATES 
REGARDLESS OF MEDICAL 

HISTORY
If you are eligible for this program and desire 
additional information, write

Baptist Employees Insurance Association 
16th Floor, L & C Tower 

Nashville, Tennessee 37219
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GOD’S WONDROUS WORLD* 
STARS AND MOON TELL TIME

By Thelma C. Carter

Ancient Egyptian people liked to watch 
the stars and the moon on clear nights. “Is 
not God in the height of heaven? and behold 
the height of the stars, how high they are!” 
(Job 22:12).

From their studies of the heavens, the 
wise men of Egypt noticed that some of 
the stars rose each night a few minutes 
earlier than the night before. From the 
movements of the stars, they learned many 
things.

They came to know that the rising of a 
certain bright star was a sign that the great 
Nile River was rising. This never failed 
and thus the people began to depend on 
this sign as the time to plant crops.

Merchants, with their camel caravans, 
used the stars to guide them (as we use 
our road maps) when they traveled at night.

Shepherds, guarding their flocks by night, 
studied not only the stars, but also the moon. 
They noticed that on certain nights -the 
moon shown like a silver sickle in the sky. 
Each night after that, the moon became

LENNY AND LUMP*
By Mary Daem

Lenny was a boy so small and lean and 
lonely. Lump was a puppy, small and fat 
and friendly. So Lump was given to Lenny 
to care for and to love.

Such a fuss Lenny made over his new 
puppy. He petted and patted and played 
with him.

Such a fuss Lenny made over his new 
friend. He wagged his short tail until it 
almost fell off. He licked Lenny’s face with 
his scrap of tongue.

They chased each other around and 
around until they were both tired out. For 
once Lenny was ready for bed. He didn’t 
even think up one excuse.

“Lump can sleep on the end of my bed. 
There’s plenty of room,” he said as he 
untied his long shoelaces.

But Lenny’s mother had other ideas.

larger and larger until it became a great 
shining ball of light. Later, this great ball 
of light grew smaller and smaller until it 
disappeared from the sky.

After a short while, a new moon ap
peared and grew into another full moon. 
Then, these ancient watchers of the sky 
discovered that the moon reached its full 
size once in twenty-nine or thirty days, 
and that there were twelve new moons 
between the risings of the great Nile River.

The Egyptians called the time between 
two new moons a month.

When the people living near the Nile 
River had watched the moon for a long 
time, they made a calendar with which 
they might measure time. They decided 
that each month should be thirty days long. 
This made 360 days for twelve months.

At the end of the year they celebrated 
five festival days, a kind of special holiday 
week. Adding the five special days to the 
360 days gave them a year of 365 days, 
as we have today.

“There’s a nice, warm bed for him out 
on the porch. Dogs don’t belong in a 
bedroom.”

Even though Lenny raised a bit of fuss, 
Lenny slept in and Lump slept out.

“I know what I’ll do,” Lenny decided, 
as he lay snug and warm in his very own 
bed. “I’ll build him a house to have for 
his very own.”

Lenny spent ever so much time thinking 
about it. He spent ever so much time 
sitting on the back step with his chin in his 
hands—thinking and thinking.

Lump sat just as close as he could get. 
He kept his tail from thumping, and he 
waited and waited.

After several days of just thinking, Lenny 
began to gather a few boards—a big board, 
a small board, a thin one, a thick one, and 
one with a crack down the middle. He 
hauled them all home in his old, red wagon.

He needed nails. He needed a hammer. 
He needed a saw. H thought he should

Laughs •..
A group of laborers were sent out with 

a foreman with instructions to dig holes and 
fill them back up. They did this for a while, 
but each time after the hole was filled they 
had some dirt left over. The foreman 
studied the problem for about an hour, and 
then announced:

“The thing to do is to dig the holes a little 
deeper!”—Popular Jokes.

The proprietor of a small village drug
store left his establishment temporarily 
under the management of an old and un
educated porter. “Just answer the phone if 
it rings, Jim,” he instructed.

The phone rang. “Hello,” said the porter. 
“Do you have streptomycin and aureomy- 
cin?” asked a voice at the other end. The 
porter scratched his head, then said, 
“Ma’am, when I said ‘Hello,’ I told you 
everything I know!”

“I’d move heaven and earth to break 
100,” said the golfer as he banged away in a 
sand trap.

“Try heaven,” advised his partner. 
“You’ve already moved enough earth.”

Pastor (at the offering): “And now, breth
ren, let us all give in accordance with what 
we reported on Form 1040.” 

have some bright paint, but he couldn’t 
find any of that. He looked and he looked 
for a stray can of paint. Even with Lump 
bouncing beside him and looking, too, 
there was no paint to be found. So after 
days and days of just looking, Lenny began 
to build.

It took him much longer to saw the 
first board than he thought it would. It took 
much longer to pound in the nails than he 
had expected.

He hit his thumb twice, and he got three 
blisters. Sometimes he guessed he would 
not make a doghouse after all. Then he’d 
stop for a few hours, or a few days, or a 
week. Then he would begin again where 
he had left off.

At last the doghouse was finished. It was 
higher on one side than the other. The roof 
looked a bit strange. And the door was a 
bit odd. But it was done.

Lenny called Lump, and Lump came 
fast. He came from the far corner of the 
yard. His legs stretched out. He crouched. 
He leaped. And he jumped right over his 
doghouse. He bowled Lenny over like a 
chicken. While Lenny had been building 
the house, Lump had grown up.

Lump stood over Lenny and licked his 
face. Lump tried in his own way to tell 
Lenny he was sorry.

Lenny scrambled to his feet and brushed 
some dirt from his trousers. He looked at 
his dog and he looked at his doghouse.

“Doghouses don’t grow,” he sighed. “But 
I guess I could make it bigger.”
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