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DevotionalConvention Reviews Year’s Work
MEMPHIS—Tennessee Baptists gathered here in Bellevue Church 

in their 93rd annual session heard all phases of the State Convention 
work discussed in sessions which opened Tuesday. Written reports 
were submitted by the eleven departments of the State Mission pro
gram, the auxiliary, agencies, and institutions of the Convention.

We give summaries of the reports submitted in the pre-convention 
booklet to the messengers:

► Sunday School—The Convention makes 
possible assistance to all churches in their 
program of Sunday School work through 
this department. Its staff plan, conduct, and 
evaluate a program of Sunday School pro
motion designed to aid the churches to 
reach their objectives through their Sunday 
School program. Leadership training is the 
primary task. During the year eight regional 
training banquets for associational officers 
were conducted in connection with the 
Training Union and Music Departments. 
Three state Vacation Bible School clinics, 
special seminary sessions for high level 
training of consultants were also held. Four 
associational Bible Training Clinics were 
conducted. Secretary Bob Patterson reported 
an apparent “leveling off or a decline in the 
enrolment in training and in standard 
achievement.” He said statistics may not be 
an accurate measure of the vitality of our 
churches, but if they are there is much 
cause for concern. “It is our hope that every 
church will major on reaching people for
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Bible study and salvation. It is our commit
ment to be of assistance to the churches in 
any and every possible way.”

► Training Union—Charles Norton as 
secretary made his 25th annual report to 
the Convention. The department’s objective 
has been to assist churches and the associa
tions in establishing and enlarging, conduct
ing and improving the Training Union 
program. The honoring of Mr. Norton for 
his 25 years of leadership was a a highlight 
of the Tuesday night program. This depart
ment promotes the “Tennessee Honor 
Church Program.” In adult work Tennessee 
attained an enviable share with 66,850 of 
the total 889,807 adults enrolled in Train
ing Union ministry in all Southern Baptist 
churches. Much progress has been reported 
in the Young People’s work during the 
ministry of Mr. Norton, with special proj
ects having been initiated. Tennessee Bap
tists happily recognize the growth of Train
ing Union work under the able leadership 
of Mr. Norton.

► Music ministry’s total report was ex
pected to show a significant increase, 
secretary Frank Charton stated. But he 
expressed cause for concern in a growing 
list of churches lacking leadership in their 
music ministries. Activities of the depart
ment showed 14,296 sharing in music festi
vals, a new record. Nine selected summer 
workers provided a high quality of teaching 
and music leadership for local church 
schools of music and associational camps. 
Two weeks at Camp Carson registered 407.

► Brotherhood reported a total of 789 
units with enrolment of 17,364. 1967 RA 
Congress registrations totaled 1,562 from 
30 associations. Roy Gilleland, secretary, 
reported 300 men present for the Statewide 
Convention of Baptist men and young men 
last December. Retreats at the two camps 
had 310 leaders present from 30 associa
tions. Some 967 men received Brotherhood 
training and 607 men received Royal Am
bassador training. One highpoint of the 
year was the large number of laymen at 
the annual Evangelistic Conference.

► Woman’s Missionary Union during the 
year saw changes in leadership with the 
resignation of Miss Mary Mills as Execu-

(Continued on Page 12)

POWER TO SPARE

By Harlan F. Reynolds, Calvary Church, 
Memphis

“Behold I give you power to tread on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you.” (Luke 10:19)

We live in a power conscious age. We 
occupy homes equipped with push-button 
gadgets and work in offices and shops where 
electronic computers do much of our physi
cal and mental work. We board a jet that 
whisks us across a continent or around the 
globe at fantastic speeds. We have rockets 
that streak through space at 18,000 miles 
per hour equipped with cameras powerful 
enough to relay pictures from the moon 
surface comparable in detail to those taken 
in our own backyard.

This is scientific power, but we Christians 
have access to a power that will do more 
to change our society than all the me
chanical and electronic wizardy known to 
scientific man. The power of God trans
formed into action through lives of dedicated 
Christians, if used, exceeds any other power 
known to man. The tragedy lies in the fact 
it is used so rarely by us who possess it. 
The real secret to the redemption of our 
social structure lies, not in our scientific 
development, but in the aggressive witness 
of a power-filled church.

John Clifford, 19th century English Bap
tist leader, rightly defined a dedicated Chris
tian as not one “who forever hugs the 
shores in search of a quiet harbor, but he 
who braves the storms and tempests with 
his lifeboat in search of those who would 
perish.”

We have the commission to use the power 
of God in us to point men to a ray of light 
and to illumine the pathway of our fellow 
men.
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Convention Sermon

A Plea For A New Reformation
By Lewis E. Rhodes

President of the Convention, Executive Secretary, messengers from 
the churches, visitors and efficient representatives of the press, I come 
with gratitude to speak to you. It is my understanding that historically 
the preacher of the convention sermon has been a voice to and at 
times a voice of the convention.

Someone may be asking by now, What are your credentials for 
speaking to the convention? Well, I am one ahead of you because I 
have already asked that question. I am not an ex-pro-football player. 
I am not an ex-Catholic. I am not a Jew converted to the Christian 
faith. I am not presently or formerly a Hollywood movie star. And 
the statistics at the church where I am pastor are lower than when I 
went there. With none of these credentials, maybe what I have to say 
will be the best credentials I have to offer. Therefore, you will hear 
me sympathetically, evaluate, see if there is any wisdom and truth, 
determine if it points in the right direction, and decide what sugges
tions to implement into constructive action.

Let us suppose, for illustrative purpose, that Rip Van Winkle was a 
Baptist pastor. He attended a Baptist Convention in 1947, and dropped 
off to sleep during a message. Twenty years later he awakes in a 
convention hall in sleepy stupor. He pinches himself, looks around 
with blurred vision, and listens. He is confused by the voice, but 
recognizes what is being said. He is comfortable with the thoughts 
but uncomfortable with the voice. He concludes that he has taken a 
short nap, with the program moving on to a new speaker. No change 
in thought, only a change in announcers.

But during that nap, 1947-1967, the world outside the convention 
hall had changed. The Marshall Plan had changed the face of Europe. 
Japan grew to be an economic giant among the family of nations. 
Television brought the world into our living rooms. Jets and space 
exploration shrank the earth into a family playground or battlefield, 
a paradise or inferno, whichever we choose. The Supreme Court with 
one decision hastened a cultural revolution in this country. Red China 
had come to be a power to be reckoned with. Pope John XXIII had 
come and his body is gone, but his spirit works on.

Does the parable of Rip Van Winkle and the developments during 
the past 20 point us to the world of change and changelessness, 
evolution and resistance, the younger generation and the older, the 
Spirit and institutional religion?

Change is the order of life outside the church, except with institu
tions whose values are the same as the church’s. Even fresh air is 
blowing in the church where the windows have been opened. The 
winds of change blow ill for some; for others they bring long awaited 
hope. The question for institutional religion, religion as we know it 
in our churches and convention, is: Can the Church be reformed? 
It has been; and in this we take hope. It has not been reformed 
often, and in this our hope is tempered with the hard realities of our 
history.

I come before you, good men and women, Christians and church
men, pleading for a new reformation. Reforms are not new in the 
history of religions. The reform under King Josiah was needed and 
it was partly successful, but finally it failed. The John the Baptist 
movement was a radical reform movement within Judaism. Multitudes 
went out to hear him and Jesus found this the one movement with 
which He could identify, but it ultimately failed. The Jesus movement 
was an attempt to revitalize the Jewish faith, to pour new wine in old 
wine skins, to sew new patches on an old garment, but Jesus came 
to see the old institution of Judaism lacked the flexibility to contain 
a new dynamic. He chose, however, to stay with the house of Israel 
rather than turn to those outside of Judaism. Jesus and His disciples 
went in and out of the Temple and synagogues teaching and preach
ing. The Apostles and Paul continued to worship in the Temple and 
synagogues throughout their lives.

There have been three of the 20 Christian centuries that have been 
dynamic. They are the 1st, 16th, and 20th. It is our privilege and 
responsibility to be living in one of the great eras of change.

The East and West divided in 1054. This cannot be called a reform, 
though the result was the Greek Orthodox Church and the continuation 
of the Roman Catholic Church.

The great Reformation came in the 16th century. Several causes for 
the revolt may be listed. One, there was a growing dissatisfaction 
with the church. Two, a growing spirit of nationalism created new 
centers of loyalty. Three, a growing intellectualism, made possible by 
the printing press and humanism, raised questions about the church’s 
life and teaching. Four, the commercial revolution brought a new 
style of life. Five, the decline of the power of the papcy gave men 
the courage to resist Rome. And, sixth, there was a man ready to 
lead the Reformation, Martin Luther.

We have recently celebrated the 450th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. All of us of the Protestant tradition join in a re-examina
tion of our Protestant principle. What makes Protestants to be Pro
testants? What is the Protestant principle? you may ask. I quote: 
“The Protestant principle . . . contains the divine and human protest 
against any absolute claim made for a relative reality, even if this 
claim is made by a Protestant church. The Protestant principle is the 
judge of every religious and cultural reality, including the religion 
and culture which calls itself ‘Protestant’.” (Paul Tillich, The Protestant 
Era, p. 163). Some of us are asking if we have the principle of self
reform, self-criticism, the will and courage to change.

Can the church dry dock long enough to scrape off the barnacles 
and excrescences that have accumulated for centuries? Is there a way 
to purge the inside from dry-rot and mounting piles of refuse? There 
was found sometime ago a middle-age manuscript which reads: “The 
church is like Noah’s ark. If it were not for the storm outside, you 
could not stand the smell on the inside.” These time-revered encrusta
tions of tradition may look like the real church to us. We must 
cut through the accumulations of three and one-half centuries to see 
if the true church is still there. Let us stay with the church, not 
for the worse but for the better.

A casual glance at the causes of the Reformation will reveal close 
parallels in our time. There was a growing dissatisfaction with the 
church then; and there is an accelerating dissatisfaction with the 
church today. Nationalism helped create the magisterial church then; 
the church is still paying its debt by continuing to be the strongest 
proponent of nationalism. There is a growing intellectualism today 
among clergy and laymen that parallels that of the sixteenth century. 
The modern parallel to the commercial revolution is the space revolu
tion. The decline of the papacy can be seen today in the larger decision 
making role of the bishops and the decline of the prestige of the 
Protestant minister.

Nearly a half millenium has passed since the last Reformation. 
Maybe the time has arrived for a new reformation. There is no 
Martin Luther on the scene. This is probably good, because the new 
reformation may best be led by many rather than one.

The Need For Reformation

The need for reformation may be seen first in the tendency to 
divorce religion and life. This tendency can be seen in our emphasis 
on Sunday activities at the church house. Our unwritten criterion of 
measuring a good man is Sabbatarian—how does he relate to Sunday? 
If he is not there he scores nothing. Some of us have known for a 
long time there may be little meaningful relationship between one’s 
religion on Sunday and his life during the week. If some were to 
ask in the concourse of business, social life, and students, Who are the 
good people? would you have to say, We cannot tell now, we’ll have 
to wait until Sunday. The question about church services is asked: 
When is church over? It is over at 12. There may be too much truth 
in this for comfort.

The Methodists recognize the tendency to divorce religion and life;

(Continued on Page 6)
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EDITORIAL
A Salute to Charles L. Norton

Tennessee Baptists honor Charles L. Norton—Mr. 
Training Union! Churches across the state observed 
Sunday, Oct. 1, as “Charles Norton Day.” Our State 
Convention in its Tuesday night session honored both 
Charles and his wife, Erma Norton, recognizing their 
contribution to the spiritual life in our churches, 
presenting a love gift to them in appreciation. It was 
the happy privilege of Baptists from one end of the 
state to the other to share in this expression of grateful 
love to two of the Lord’s choicest servants.

For 25 years Mr. Norton has been State Training 
Union Secretary. During this time he has travelled a 
million miles up and down and over and across Ten
nessee multiplied times in furtherance of this work. 
During these years Training Union has greatly devel
oped under his able leadership. 1943’s 863 Training 
Unions with 50,000 members have become 1,900 
unions with 189,972 members. With one field worker "

and one secretary in 1943, his department has now 
grown to five field workers and three secretaries.

Six new programs got their start through Mr. 
Norton: Speaker’s Tournament; Sword Drill; Junior 
Memory Work drills; Specialized Elementary program; 
Christian Career Conference; Training Union En
campments at both Linden and Carson, where during 
four weeks each summer over 1,000 young people and 
leaders have assembled.

Credit too should be given Charles L. Norton for 
the first “M” Night in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. He initiated this annual observance which has 
proven a valuable factor in mobilizing Baptists 
throughout our land for development and service in 
church membership. Here in Tennessee in 1943 the 
first such observance was held, only it was then called 
“December Mass Meeting.”

While Baptists of Tennessee have been enriched and 
strengthened through his excellent leadership in the 
realm of the Training Union, they are also indebted 
to Mr. Norton for his contribution in two other phases 
of activity, namely Student Union and Music Ministry. 
Both of these activities, for which he had initial re
sponsibility, have since become separate departments 
under the Executive Board. When he began his service 
both of these activities were promoted by the Training 
Union. That department conducted music festivals 
until the Music Department was set up in 1951. Dur
ing the past ten years he has also served as the Church 
Building Consultant for Tennessee Baptists, working 
with the same department of the Sunday School Board.

We salute Mr. Norton for the joyful manner in 
which he has given himself to his task these 25 years. 
We salute him for his bright, cheerful laugh, his 
buoyant spirit, his deep, personal interest in thousands 
of men and women, boys and girls across the state, his 
concern for the spiritual vitality and Christian devel
opment of his fellow church members everywhere.

We salute Charles L. Norton as he continues his 
deeply appreciated service with the Training Union for 
the Master to whom he gives faithful witness.
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Problems of the Christian Life

interpretation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

THE GIRDLE OF TRUTH
*

(Fifth in Series on Christian Warfare)

“Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth”—Eph. 6:14a.

With this verse Paul begins to enumerate 
the Christian soldier’s “whole armor.” It is 
as if he were describing the Roman soldier’s 
armor, and applying it spiritually. He says 
that the Christian warrior is to take his 
stand in line of battle face-to-face with the 
enemy. But in doing so he is to be certain 
that he is fully armed.

The “girdle” of the Roman soldier was 
not for ornamental purposes. It was an 
essential, most important part of his armor. 
It was a belt made of either leather and 
metal or cloth and metal. It was wrapped 
about the soldier’s body for two purposes. It 
added strength to his body so that he did 
not readily tire in battle. More importantly, 
it served to hold his armor in place and 
ready for use. For instance, the sword was 
always in place and ready for use.

Paul says that for the Christian soldier 
this girdle is “truth.” Just what does he 
mean by truth? Some see it as subjective 
truth or that which one possesses within 
himself. They point out that the “sword . . . 
the word of God” is God’s truth held in 
place by one’s sincerity or faithfulness.

However, the truth in question seems to 
be more objective. It is the truth which God 
bestows through the revelation of Himself. 
Jesus is Truth. True, the “word of God” is 
the written revelation of truth as it is in 
God. But it is still out of God not out of 
man. This is seen in the verb form rendered 
“having . . . girt about.” In the Greek this 
is a middle (reflexive) form expressing some
thing which one does for himself. Man does 
not generate truth. “Truth” is one part of 
God’s armor which He supplies to His 
soldiers. But each one must gird himself 
about with it. This one does through faith 
in Jesus Christ. Thus he partakes of the 
truth that is resident in God’s nature.

With God’s truth wrapped around him as 
a girdle the Christian soldier is strengthened 
for battle, and all other parts of spiritual 
armor are held in place for quick, effective 
use.
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Pastors And The Divorced
(Second of a Series)

By T. B. Maston 
Retired Professor of Ethics, Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary

The pastor should maintain a wholesome 
pastoral relationship to divorced men and 
women, in his congregation and in the com
munity.

The question arises whether or not a pas
tor should perform the wedding ceremony 
for the divorced.

There are four rather well-defined posi
tions maintained by pastors. Each minister 
should think and pray through to a position 
that he can conscientiously defend and can 
maintain with reasonable consistency.

Some pastors insist that a minister is 
simply acting as an agent of the state when 
he performs a marriage ceremony. Hence, 
they will perform the ceremony for anyone 
who comes to them with a marriage license.

This does not seem to me to be a defensi
ble Christian position. A pastor is not 
merely an agent of the state when he per
forms a marriage ceremony; he is also and 
primarily a minister of God. As a minister 
he is responsible to God for what he does 
in every area and activity of his life.

Other pastors go to the opposite extreme: 
They will not perform the marriage cere
mony for anyone who has been divorced. 
Some do not believe the Scriptures justify 
marriage after divorce. Others contend that 
this is the most practical position for them. 
They say that they cannot in good con
science perform the ceremony for all 
divorced and it is difficult, if not impossible, 
for them to discriminate wisely. They believe 
that the best policy for them is not to 
perform the ceremony for any who have 
been divorced. They also suggest that this 
policy makes it unnecessary to explain why 
they will perform the ceremony for some 
who have been divorced and not for others.

A third position maintained by some pas
tors is that they will perform the ceremony 
only for those who have what is called the 
Scriptural grounds for divorce: fornication 
or unchastity. Most of those who follow this 
policy base their position on a belief that

Matthew 19:9 would permit remarriage for 
the so-called “innocent party” where adultery 
has been committed.

A fourth position rather widely practiced 
by pastors, is that every marriage involving 
a divorced person should be treated as an 
individual case. In other words, whether or 
not the pastor will perform the ceremony 
will depend on whether or not he is con
vinced that the couple has a good chance 
of establishing a stable Christian home.

Any pastor who follows this last policy 
must be willing to take the time for one or 
more conferences with the couple before 
agreeing to perform the ceremony. Without 
such conferences he can seldom if ever 
know whether or not he should perform the 
ceremony.

I am not an ordained minister and have 
never performed a marriage ceremony. For 
many years, however, I suggested in my 
classes and elsewhere that if I were a pastor 
I would not perform the ceremony for 
anyone who had been divorced.

In recent years, my position has changed 
considerably. I believe now that I would 
follow the last position outlined: make each 
case an individual case.

Several factors have contributed to this 
change. A major one has been the rather 
extensive counseling I have done through 
the years, including many people who have 
been divorced. Also, as I have matured in 
years, wisely or unwisely, I have become 
more sympathetic and less judgmental of 
people who have made tragic mistakes re
garding marriage. Furthermore, I am less 
legalistic in my interpretation of the teach
ings of the Scriptures concerning divorce 
and remarriage.

This is one of the many ethical questions 
that Christians face which the Bible gives 
no clear answer. Each one of us must strug
gle with the questions, weighing the factors 
and come to our own conclusions.
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Convention Sermon
(Continued from Page 3)

thus, they publish a theological journal entitled “Religion and Life.” 
Southern Baptists are aware of the problem and the Sunday School 
Board tries to meet it with the Life and Work Curriculum in Sunday 
school.

Reformation is needed in the second place because of outmoded 
methods. Take, for example, our basic means of extending the influ
ence of the Kingdom of God. Has not our basic kingdom strategy 
been to build more churches in the homeland and Americanize the 
churches in the foreign lands? It has been a basic assumption among 
us that more churches mean kingdom progress. Some pastors and 
superintendents of missions recognize better work could be done if 
some congregations would combine.

A few years ago we were bombarded with convention promotion 
urging every church to establish a mission. One got the impression 
that if his church was not giving birth to a mission he was not doing 
anything. If you applied that principle to my family, you would have 
to knock my wife and me in the head, for there has not been a 
birth in our family in over eighteen years.

Is it good kingdom economy to put a church within five minutes 
of every person? Should we not reverse our procedure and study 
where a church is needed rather than start with our needing to 
organize a mission? The need for a new church does not come out 
of the church; it comes out of the needs of persons. Unfortunately 
some churches were begun for no better reason than a pastor needed 
a church, a place to preach.

This is one example. There is need for new and better methods in 
local churches, associations, student work, and mission centers.

There is need for a new reformation because of religion’s consum
ing concern for itself. Religion is occupied with saving religion too 
much of the time. The church spends much of its time saving the 
church. All pastors have thought and/or said to persons wo come 
for counselling, “You are too concerned about yourself. What you * 
need is to get busy working and helping other people and forget 
about yourself.” The person could say to the church that is coun
selling him: “Physician, heal thyself.”

Many pastors and church staff members say to themselves in the 
middle of a nervous night: “We don’t have time to deal with sinners 
outside the church. The saints inside give so much trouble they take 
all our time and energy.” Why, tell me, has the church become an 
unbearable burden to so many pastors? You reply by saying, “Well, 
they are just people like those at work, business, and school.” What 
are we saying? Are we not saying the church is not essentially different 
from other organizations?

Are we in the religion saving business? Serving our religion is 
institutionalism at its worst. The bad thing about the sickness of 
institutionalism is that it is not a sickness unto death. Religion for 
religion’s sake, the church for the church’s sake is a disease one may 
have and not know it. Since religion is good, as is our idea, then, it 
may seem good to serve it.

But Jesus did not come to serve religion. He did not bow down 
to it or consider it sacred. He put religion to the service of humanity. 
A paraphrase of what Jesus said puts it in clear focus: “Religion was 
made for man, and not man for religion. Therefore the Son of man 
is Lord also of religion” (Mark 2:27-28). This means for us that 
religion is to be used in the service of man. At this point Jesus ran 
counter to the religious currents of His day and this finally brought 
Him to the Cross. It is strange that we should think Jesus would 
move with our religious currents if He were visibly present today. 
It disturbs me to think where Jesus would go if He appeared in 
visible presence. Would it be Nashville or Rome, both, or neither?

Reformation is needed. Reformation is needed now! Reformation 
is needed now among us!

What do we need in the way of a reformation? What would the 
reformed church look like? How would it act in our world?

Re-discovery of Man
The new reformation for which I plead will discover or re-discover 

man as man. Man has asked questions about himself for a long time.
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“What is man, that thou art mindful of him? . . . thou hast made him 
a little lower . . . Thou madest him to have dominion” (Ps. 8:4-6). 
Is man body (flesh and blood) or spirit? He is neither, but he is 
both. Does not man have a body? No. He is a body. Does not man 
have a soul? He is a soul. What are we saying? We are saying what 
the Old and New Testaments teach about the nature of man: man is 
a person who is body and spirit at the same time. In this life he is 
never other than this, and we have no experience with human life 
that is not body and spirit at the same time. Man is creature, “dust 
of the ground,” and spirit, “a living soul,” and he is both of these 
at the same time and all the time.

Dividing man into parts, like body and spirit, or intellect, emotion, 
and will, is tricky business and quite misleading. Instead of saying 
man has a mind or has emotions, it would be more accurate to speak 
of man as a person who thinks, feels, and chooses. It is not some
thing about a person that gives him value, like intelligence, will, or 
emotion; it is his being person that gives him value. Thus man cannot 
be understood in his parts but in his wholeness. And salvation cannot 
be understood as saving something about a person. It must be salva
tion of the person to wholeness. If we fragment him and try to save 
him part by part we contribute to his lostness, because his lostness is 
his lack of wholeness. Jesus asked a peron: “Do you want to be 
whole?”

Struggle for Justice

The new reformation for which I plead will involve the church in 
the struggle for justice. Justice is a theme running throughout the Bible. 
Cain was asked: “What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s 
blood crieth unto me from the ground” (Gen. 4:10). The essence of 
injustice is the denial of one’s brother, a denial that may range from 
denial of one’s full privileges as a brother to the denial of his life. 
The Bible portrays God as the champion of justice. Abraham asked 
God: “Shalt not the judge of all the earth do right?” God works 
to establish justice in the earth and requires us to do the same.

Justice is clearly taught in the Torah: “He executes justice for the 
fatherless and widow and loves the sojourner, giving him food and 
clothing” (Deut. 10:20, RSV). And again, “You shall not pervert 
justice; you shall not show partiality; and you shall not take a 
bribe. . . . Justice, and only justice, you shall follow” (Deut. 16:19-20, 
RSV). “O man what is good; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God” (Micah 6:8). Amos indicted his generation by saying: “O 
you who turn justice to wormwood, and cast down righteousness to 
the earth!” (5:7, RSV). “But let justice roll down like waters, and 
righteousness like an overflowing stream” (5:24, RSV).

Article XV of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message is entitled “The 
Christian and the Social Order.” It states: “Every Christian should 
seek to bring industry, government, and society as a whole under the 
sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love.”

The New Testament is no less specific and clear. John the Baptist 
preached social justice (Lk. 3:10-17). Jesus came preaching the king
dom of God and declaring its presence. It was to the kingdom man 
was called to give his highest loyalty. His kingdom is one of justice 
and righteousness. “The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 
Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness” (Ps. 45:6-7; Heb. 
1:8-9). Jesus said his generation “neglected the weightier matters of 
the law, justice and mercy and faith” (Mt. 23:23, RSV). Injustice 
is condemned by James as he says the “cries of them which have 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth” (5:4-6).

In the light of these teachings, we are constrained to enter the 
human struggle for justice in our day. We cannot get in the struggle 
against cruel child labor, slavery, or in the struggle for woman suffrage. 
These were issues of other days, leaving us with the safe option of 
approving or criticising the decisions others had to face with courage 
or ignore with timidity and security.

The cause of the Negro has been the burning issue for more than 
a decade. Many of the injustices of the past are corrected on the 
statute books and implemented into action in public supported institu
tions. I am sure it pains your conscience with mine that the churches 
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have not done more in this struggle. As I stand here today, I remem
ber Jesus’ words about the house of God: “My house shall be called 
a house of prayer for all the nations” (Mark 11:17 RSV). I am 
aware that for many Southern Baptist churches this statement would 
have to have an exception clause in it: a house of prayer for all 
nations except—. Long after the signs reading “whites only” have 
been removed from rest rooms and waiting rooms, there stands in 
bold letters of tradition over church house doors a sign reading 
“whites only.” Is the first requirement for membership in many 
churches the color of one’s skin instead of the condition of his heart? 
Will our churches choose an unregenerate white in preference to a 
saintly Negro? We can no longer comfort ourselves by saying, “If he 
is a saintly Negro he will not come and if he is an unregenerate 
white he will not come for membership.” We know better than this.

The Tennessee Convention has great persuasive influence over pas
tors and lay people throughout our state. It uses its influence to 
encourage Baptist churches to give $5,000,000 through the Cooperative 
Program. It uses its influence through mailouts, Executive Board action, 
and editorials to encourage Baptists to oppose liberalizing liquor laws. 
I plead with this Convention and its agencies to use its influence to 
encourage open doors of worship, evangelism, education, and mem
bership to all races, and with particular reference to Negroes. Many 
discouraged pastors would be greatly encouraged in their effort to open 
their doors if the Convention would support them.

Social Implications of the Gospel

The new reformation for which I plead would involve the church 
in the social implications of the gospel. The gospel has a double 
focus: It aims at making a better man to live in the world, and at 
making a better world for man to live in. Since all of us are agreed 
on the first, let us give our attention to the second. All of us agree 
that we need a better world to live in, but we may not agree on 
who has the responsibility to create it.

If one is interested in better housing for himself, better clothing for 
himself, better wages for himself, better medical care for himself, 
better education for himself and his children, and better environment 
for himself, he is considered to be industrious and ambitious. If he 
wants these same things for others, he may be accused of leaving 
the primary concerns of the gospel. Christian grace requires us to want 
for others the good things we want for ourselves.

Poverty is a real social issue today. Poverty is more than an issue; 
it is a condition or way of life for thirty to forty million people in 
our country. There are no simple solutions to the problems of poor 
people. The church, however, must be interested in poor people. The 
Bible speaks so clearly on this subject that no one can misunderstand 
it. “If there be among you a poor man . . . thou shalt not harden 
thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor brother: But thou 
shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him 
sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth” (Deut. 15:7-8). 
“Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy” (Deut. 
24:14).

Luke reports Jesus as saying, “Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the 
kingdom of heaven” (Luke 6:20). Paul said of Peter, James, and 
John: “Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same 
which I also was forward to do” (Gal. 2:10). James is fierce in his 
accusation: “But ye have despised the poor” (2:1-6).

The lost judgment scene, lost because it pierces our consciences so 
deeply, deals with our brother in need. If Jesus were among us in the 
flesh (and according to this scene may He not be?) would He be 
justified in saying to us:

“I was hungry” and you offered me a job.
“I was thirsty” and you told me how to get water.
“I was a stranger” and you referred me to the Salvation Army.
“I was naked” and you gave me some misfits.
“I was sick” and you wished me well.
“I was in prison” and you sent me an attorney.
Maybe the church should make the following confession:
You were hungry and we said you were too sorry to work.
You were thirsty and we stood around drinking R.C.’s.
You were a stranger and we could not accommodate you because 

you had no credit card.
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You were naked and we said you did not come to church after the 
last time we gave you clothes.

You were sick and we said you were taking up a hospital bed on 
medicare benefits.

You were in prison and we said criminals are coddled too much 
these days.

We have learned much from Jesus and much from Jesus remains 
to be learned. Jesus saw persons as more important that things about 
persons. You note He said: “I was sick”, not “there was a sick person.” 
Jesus showed throughout His life that nothing about a person is as 
valuable as the person himself. We use words in front of man to 
describe him; and in our scale of values the description is more 
important than the man. If we say, “He is a rich man,” what is the 
most important word in that sentence? There is no reason to hope 
we can discard this way of speaking. Maybe we can think differently 
though.

He is a person who is sick; he is a person who is poor; he is a 
person who is in prison, etc. This puts person ahead of all descriptions 
and this is the order of values. It is being a person that gives sickness 
its urgency. Plants and animals may be sick, but Jesus did not say 
we meet Him in them. A person is not valuable because he is poor

Dr. Lewis E. Rhodes, appointee for the Convention Sermon, is pastor of 
Broadway Baptist Church, Knoxville.

or in prison; the poor and prisoner are important because they are 
persons.

The greatest sin is not the failure to see sickness and hunger, but 
not to see persons who are hungry, sick, and naked. The failure to 
give one food is a sin second to the failure to give one his person
hood, the right and privilege to be a person in his own rights. One 
reason people can ignore human need is because they can ignore 
human persons. This is the unpardonable crime against humanity.

What can the church do? It can work at ways to show concern, 
interest and respect for people who are poor. It can search for ways 
to communicate with them in a mutually meaningful way. It can 
offer some direct ministries that relieve human suffering and depriva
tion. It can show sympathy and lend support to massive efforts to 
help the people who are poor. We might need some special depart
ment in our State Missions program to deal with this area of human 
need.

Christian Unity

The new reformation for which I plead would involve the church 
in the search for Christian unity. This is a New Testament theme and 
goal. We who take the Holy Scriptures seriously cannot take Christian

(Continued on Page 19)
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F. F. Bruce, Others At Southern 
Seminary

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—Leading theo
logians and preachers from throughout the 
United States and England will deliver 
major lectures during the current school 
year at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

F. F. Bruce, Rylands professor of Bibli
cal criticism and exegesis at the University 
of Manchester, England, will deliver the 
Norton Lectures on science and philosophy 
and their relation to religion. Bruce will be 
speaking the week of March 5-8.

On the same days J. P. Allen, pastor of 
the Broadway Baptist Church of Fort 
Worth, Texas, will deliver the Mullins Lec
tures on preaching.

Six scholars from various fields will fill 
the annual roster of lectures sponsored by 
the Gheens Foundation.

November 28-30, Donald A. McGavran, 
director of the Institute of Church Growth 
at Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
California, will address the seminary com

Kentucky Southern Merges With 
Louisville University

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)—Kentucky 
Southern College, a Baptist school for seven 
years which eight months ago severed ties 
with the Kentucky Baptist Convention to 
become a private Christian school, has now 
merged with the University of Louisville.

Although the University of Louisville im
mediately assumes all debts and assets of the 
former Baptist school, no major change in 
Kentucky Southern’s administration staff and 
policies is expected for at least the next two 
semesters.

The school will retain its present name 
during the interim period, even though the 
merger with the 165-year-old liberal arts 
university owned by the city of Louisville 
was effective Nov. 1, 1967.

Commenting on the merger, Kentucky 
Southern President Rollin S. Burhan said 
“to have to merge with any institution is 
only second best to those of us who set out 
to build a quality Christian college.”

The merger possibility was apparently the 
final alternative left open to the trustees, if 
the school was to continue operation.

Within two years after opening in 1960 
as a Baptist institution, Kentucky Southern 
was experiencing an annual operating deficit. 
Its present indebtedness amounts to about 

munity as Gheens lecturer in historical 
studies.

Allan Keith-Lucas, professor of social 
work at the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, will be Gheens lecturer for 
the school of religious education March 
12-13.

The theological division of the seminary 
will have John MacQuarrie, professor of 
systematic theology at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City, as its Gheens 
lecturer April 2-3.

James Muilenburg, visiting professor in 
Old Testament at The San Francisco Theo
logical Seminary in San Anselmo, Cali
fornia, will be the Gheens lecturer for the 
seminary’s Biblical division. Muilenburg will 
be on campus April 30-May 3.

James L. Sullivan, executive secretary
treasurer of the Sunday School Board, and 
Julius Herford, professor of music at 
Indiana University, have already appeared 
in the Gheens lecture series in religious 
education and church music, respectively.

$4,500,000. Loans for buildings accounts for 
most of this total.

These critical financial needs prompted 
the school to request release from the Ken
tucky Baptist Convention on March 10 of 
this year in order that it might apply for 
federal loans and grants. After a stormy 
Executive Board session at Cedarmore Bap
tist Assembly on that day, the convention 
voted to release the college and granted it 
“severance pay” of $885,050 to assist in its 
financial needs.

Of this amount, $500,000 was given im
mediately to the school in the form of a 
loan floated by the convention. The remain
ing $385,050 was promised to the school in 
equal yearly instalments of $77,010 for the 
next five years.

During the past eight months, while oper
ating as a private, Christian school, Ken
tucky Southern has sought a broader base 
of support among businesses, individuals 
and churches of all denominations in the 
Louisville area.

While some pledges have been made to 
the school in its recent fund raising efforts, 
the total amount pledged and paid was not 
sufficient to alleviate its critical financial 
need.

"Largest Gift" Given 
Oklahoma Baptist Causes

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)—The largest 
gift ever made to Oklahoma Baptist causes 
by an individual has been contributed in the 
form of a trust by the late Louise M. 
Prichard of Oklahoma City, the executive 
secretary of the Baptist Foundation of 
Oklahoma, Auguie Henry, has announced.

The gift was designated exclusively for 
use as ministerial and missionary scholar
ships to Oklahoma Baptist University in 
Shawnee, Okla.

Actual amount of the contribution was 
not announced, but it was believed to be 
“in the millions.” Henry said the total 
amount “cannot be immediately deter
mined.”

Commenting on the significance of the 
gift, Oklahoma Baptist University President, 
Grady C. Cothen, said, “This endowment 
will give OBU one of the best ministerial 
and missionary student scholarship pro
grams in the country.”

He added: “The funds will go directly 
to students, and will not be used for operat
ing or capital needs.”

Cothen said he anticipated that the an
nual yield on the trust fund will be at least 
$100,000 a year, perhaps more. It could be 
the largest amount available for ministerial 
scholarships at any single Baptist college, 
school officials added.

The influence of H. H. Hobbs, pastor of 
Oklahoma City’s First Baptist Church, was 
a major factor in Mrs. Prichard’s decision 
to leave the bulk of her estate to Baptist 
causes, according to Henry.

Home Missions
Pioneer Soloman F.

Dowis Dies
ATLANTA (BP)—Soloman F. Dowis, 

76, a missionary who pioneered many of 
the current Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board programs, died here Nov. 5 of a 
massive coronary.

Dowis, who retired in 1958 after 14 years 
as secretary of the cooperative missions 
department, still was active in missions as 
writer and promoter of the Home Mission 
Board’s correspondence Bible course, in 
which more than 35,000 are enrolled.

“The Bible course, more than anything 
else to me, represents the contribution of 
Dowis’ work,” said C. E. Autrey, director 
of the board’s division of evangelism.

“We’re just now reaping the results of 
his labors. During the last year we had, by 
very conservative estimate, about 15,000 
conversions as a result of the Bible study 
literature Dowis wrote,” Autrey said.
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CONVENTION PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

A Rendezvous With Destiny
I Thess. 4:15-17 

By Jonas L. Stewart

As a college freshmen I lived across the street from an eating estab
lishment frequented mostly by the students. A juke box near the door 
provided music that accompanied any study that I did even beyond the 
midnight hour. One of the popular tunes of the day was “I Have A 
Rendezvous With A Dream”. It almost caused me to flunk algebra. The 
singer constantly entoned a recital of a dream to meet his lover, marry 
her and live happily ever after. However, he never seemed to have 
any plans for living—just a dream that might come true. One is made 
to wonder if this is not the difference between success and failure. A 
dream seldom comes true unless behind that dream there are plans, 
direction, work, dedication, sacrifice and faith.

If these elements are present our dreams may provide for us a glori
ous destiny. Their absence will assure us that history will record ours 
as a destiny of tragedy.

We are living in an age of wonders. In 1898 a noted scientist is re
ported to have said, “We have already seen about all of the scientific 
advancement man is capable of making”. Since that day we have seen 
the advance of scientific knowledge in such proportion that even the 
most learned scientist at the turn of the century would today be classed 
as an amateur.

Everything has changed about us, and the daily change is so rapid 
that nobody dares guess what tomorrow may bring forth. This places 
us as Christians in a peculiar position because we have knowledge of 
the only truth in existence that is unchangeable—“Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, today and forever” (Heb. 13:8). This fact must become the 
center around which all of our knowledge, skill and accomplishments 
revolve, or like a planet out of orbit we whirl through time without 
direction; hastening toward a day when men will have forgotten that 
we ever existed.

The past months have brought strange sounds to our ears. The 
Supreme Court has ruled that the facts of the Bible cannot be taught 
in our schools; yet our legislature has said that theories which contra
dict the Bible may be taught as facts. We are told that it is unconsti
tutional for the Bible to be read under certain conditions; yet the 
Supreme Court has said that pornographic literature may be sold and 
read anywhere. The legislature has provided for the possibility of li
quor being sold in the eating establishments, but makes no provisions 
for one to be relieved of the embarrassment caused by the vulgar 
language, odorous smell, and vomit that usually accompanies the con
sumption of the filthy slop. We are told that our youth cannot be 
taught to pray in God’s name in public schools, but there is no pro
tection against their being exposed to an atheistic teacher who uses 
God’s name in vain.

Where will such a dichotomy of ideas emanating from high places 
lead us? Ezekiel and Amos not only spoke to their day but for all 
times. Their message of warning still must be heeded or we can ex
pect to travel the same road of destruction as pagan Babylon, godless 
Syria and immoral Rome.

The bright spot for us is that God has counted us worthy, choosing 
our generation to face this Herculean responsibility of bringing order 
out of moral chaos, stability to spiritual convulsions and faith to a lost 
generation. This task cannot be met on a “business as usual” basis. The 
greatness of the cause which is ours calls for a complete commitment 
of our resources, our abilities, our bodies, and our souls. We need a 
dedication like that of Paul which caused him to say, “I could wish 
myself accursed from Christ for my brethren” (Rom. 9:3).

Without this kind of dedication the first century Christians could 
never have successfully launched the missionary advance from which 
the churches of our generation were given birth. Before the greatness 
of our day could be known it was necessary for many of them to be 
fed to the lions, burned at the stake, sawn asunder or nailed to a cross. 
It is said that when Latimer and Ridley were being tied to the stakes 
to be burned that Latimer called to his companion in martyrdom and 
said, “Take courage Brother Ridley. We will this day light a torch in

England that will never go out.” Brethren, when we, the beneficiaries of 
their martyrdom, can come to this kind of sacrificial service we can 
put pagan ideas to bed; in our youth a devotion to something higher 
than the commonplace things of life; and have the people say once 
again, . These that have turned the world upside down are come 
hither also” (Acts 17:6).

There are several elements of concern for Tennessee Baptists that I 
want to include in this address which I have chosen to call “A Ren
dezvous With Destiny”.

I. In Our Institutional Program

The Tennessee Baptist Convention was born from hearts burning 
with a zeal to promote Christian education and other institutions of 
benevolent interest. Article 2 of the First Constitution reads “The 
Convention shall promote the educational interest of the Baptists of 
Tennessee as a special project but may patronize other objects of 
benevolence . . .” (Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, Page 1363). In 
this fashion the Baptists of Tennessee found their first permanent unity.

This institutional program has continued to be the major concern 
of our convention for today it calls for approximately 38 per cent of 
our total Tennessee Baptist Convention budget.

Even with this superlative interest in these institutions we are con
stantly faced with the question of their destiny. There are several al
ternatives that we must seriously consider.

First, there are those who would have us abandon a portion of our 
institutional program. This is not the answer, though there could well 
be thought given to updating our approach to the present program and 
location of some of our institutions, not to curtail their operations, but 
to make them more effective.

Others have advanced the idea that each institution should be made 
state wide in its interest, with trustees coming from all over the state, 
and, the schools especially, be given the privilege of soliciting funds 
and students without regard to any particular area or section of the 
state. Our cry for selfish sectional interest has spread us thin with the 
precedent that, if another section of the state has a certain institution 
then my section must have one like it. Thus with our maximum finan
cial resources we are providing minimum funds to each establishment.

The cry, long and loud, from many quarters is for us to abandon 
the victory of our forbears over church-state cooperation and once 
again dip into the public tills to finance the Lord’s work. Gradually, 
octopus like, the Federal Government approaches our institutions. Will 
we sacrifice principle for expediency, and bow once again to the pres
sure of the state to pay our way, direct our path and seal our destiny? 
If the separation of church and state was ever right it is right today. If 
it is not right then the ancestors to our Baptist cause were more than 
foolish to have sacrificed their lives to make it possible for us to be 
free from such entanglements with the state.

There is an alternative to all of these proposals. Tennessee Baptists 
must go deeper into their pockets than they have ever been. We have 
never really accepted a challenge to do our best financially. I am not 
talking about a tithe. I am talking about something much bigger than 
a tithe. Some of you out there tonight could give a few thousand dol
lars to endow a chair of Bible or science and never miss it. There is 
represented in this audience money, that God has given you which, if 
left in your wills, would mean that Tennessee Baptists would never 
need to consider accepting public funds that restrict our freedom. If all 
the tithes—money that belongs to God—that have been placed in 
savings accounts, securities, and real estate, should be left in wills to 
our institutions we would soon be free from financial worries. Why 
don’t you, to whom God has given much, decide to let God have it 
back when you die?

If our institutions face financial jeopardy it will be only because 
Baptists are not willing to use God’s money where it should be spent.

(Continued on Page 10)
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God has provided the money. It is our responsibility to make it avail
able for Kingdom service.

We must have confidence to believe that our people of affluence will 
accept the challenge to support our schools and other institutions ade
quately when they are known to be academically superior, thoroughly 
Christian and distinctively Baptist.

II. In Our World Mission Responsibility

We have played at this task too long. We can boast of over 2,300 
missionaries on the foreign field, 2,500 home missionaries and nearly 
1,000 associational missionaries. Looking at the figures this is a great 
accomplishment. However, when we see world need we simply say 
“let’s increase the. offering to missions”. This is not a sufficient answer 
to world need. Money alone will not get the job done.

Many times this year I have asked groups of people, “How many of 
you know approximately the goal of the Lottie Moon Christmas of
fering last year?”. Immediately many hands would go up. Then I would 
ask, “How many know approximately how many souls were won to 
Christ by our missionaries last year?”. Few could answer the latter 
question. This seems to say that some of us can’t see lost souls be
cause the dollar mark is in our way.

It is not my purpose to belittle any mission gift or to say we should 
withhold a single dollar. All of us know we give little enough. I do 
believe we need to become more involved with the real purpose of our 
giving. Programs, plans, and promotion are absolutely essential; how
ever, we must never forget that to reach our special offering goal is 
not the major victory in our missionary concern. When we become 
personally involved with lost souls until our hearts ache, we won’t have 
to set goals. On that day we will open up our bank accounts instead 
of our coin purse for missions. So long as people keep a closer check 
on money than they do on souls we will continue to flounder with a 
pittance of the funds and volunteers needed to win the world to Christ.

It seems that the time has come for us to re-examine our total mis
sion program. Schools, academies and hospitals have a wonderful place 
•in the approach to missions, but it does appear a little out of balance 
to report one of these institutions on the foreign field for each five 
churches we have established there. We are watching our southwide 
program advance, through the Cooperative Program and special offer
ings, far out of proportion to our state work. A seminary can build a 
multimillion dollar campus while our colleges beg for a few thousand. 
A well equipped school can exist on the foreign field. Our Tennessee 
Baptist colleges are using buildings and equipment some of which date 
from the 19th century. I am proud of what we are doing abroad but if 
we do not keep the home base strong we will have little to offer the 
foreign fields.

It is wonderful to build a good hospital in the Orient, an excellent 
school in South America or a beautiful church in Africa. We could 
well ponder the theory that our mission dollars would produce more 
souls won if we majored more on evangelism with the people as they 
are, rather than trying to foster upon them so much of our American 
affluence before their culture is ready to assimilate it.

What I have tried to say in all of this is that if we want missions 
abroad to be effective we must have a heartache at home. When that 
heartache becomes serious enough we will no longer have to beg for 
mission money.

In 17th and 18th century America there were no schools, hospitals 
and benevolent institutions fostered by a mission board. When Jona
than Mulkey and Tidance Lane first hit the soil of Tennessee they had 
less than nothing with which to work. With a Bible in their hand, a 
musket on their arm and a love for souls burning in their bosom, they 
blazed a trail through the wilderness, won a few converts and built 
log huts at Sinking Creek and Buffalo Ridge for church buildings. These 
few converts and these log huts laid the foundation for our present 
Tennessee Baptist Convention with 2,761 churches, 3 hospitals, 4 homes 
for children, 3 colleges and 1 high school.

The same God is in business today. When we produce a Christian 
culture on the mission field, by winning converts and building churches, 
they too will build hospitals, schools, children’s homes and other 
benevolent institutions. It seems that our first responsibility should be 
to preach the Gospel until the knowledge of the Kingdom of God 
“covers the earth as the waters cover the sea” and “until the King
doms of this world shall become the Kingdom of our Lord”.
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III. In Our Doctrinal Convictions

The Bible is still the inspired and inerrant Word of God. These are 
not the words of man. Holy men of old wrote as they were breathed 
upon by the Spirit of God. Jesus came in the flesh to be the epitome 
of the written Word.

This One, who became the living expression of the written Word, is 
One who never made a mistake—“Tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). So perfect is He that some day the 
sun will hide its face in His presence for the lack of glory. So perfect 
is His love that when heaven is ours the sacred marriage vows will be 
dissolved and He will claim all our love. So perfect is His judgment 
that even the devils stop and tremble when they hear His voice echoing 
around the bottomless pits of hell. So pure is His blood that the sin 
stained hearts of a whole universe may be made clean in its never 
ending flow. So perfect is His invitation that whosoever will may come 
to Him.

If One so perfect chose to be the living example of the written 
Word, then it is hardly appropriate for me to cast doubts or asper
sions upon those Words of which He is the full and final expression.

More and more theologians df our day are saying that the Bible is 
both inspired and errant. I have listened to some of them and seriously 
considered their views. There was a time when all I knew about Jesus 
was what I read in the Bible. It seemed to me then that when Jesus 
quoted from the pages of Old Testament history it was literally true. 
No doubts crowded my mind in those early days.

Then I became exposed to the views of men who were not quite 
sure of the validity of some parts of the Bible. Oh, they stated a be
lief in the Virgin Birth. They even treated me to some theory of a 
resurrection. The miracles were not denied as such. But behind all of 
these there were expressions of doubt, confusion and an attempt at 
explaining them in terms of natural phenomena.

I listened attentively and thought and prayed about their ideas. But 
I kept remembering the days when I had nothing but the Bible and 
the Holy Spirit. It is still a fact that all we know about Jesus comes 

•. from the Bible. The only knowledge there is about salvation comes 
from the Bible. There are lots of ways to express that knowledge. 
Many new words may come into our vocabulary to impress people. 
But all anyone knows about Jesus, the miracles, the Virgin Birth, the 
resurrection or salvation comes from the Bible. Whatever ideas men 
have about these great objects of our faith that do not conform to the 
Bible are of the devil. “Let God be true but every man a liar” (Rom. 
3:4). Dr. Conner used to say, “It’s better not to know so much than 
to know so much that ain’t so”.

There are those who would accuse some of us of worshipping the 
Bible. This is a false accusation. However, I confess to being charmed 
by its teachings, chastised by its directives and exalted by its prom
ises. I bow in humble submission to its demands and hear heaven call 
through its revelations. Because of its teachings I first learned of the 
Saviour, found the way of forgiveness, and was taught to have faith in 
its Author. I had rather be a fool for Christ’s sake, believing the Bible 
as it is, than to be a pseudo-intellectual believing what some fool said 
about the Bible as he wants it to be.

All of our doctrines must emanate from the scriptures or we will 
become as the trumpet that gives an uncertain sound. God gave us 
our message. We are ambassadors for Christ. When an ambassador is 
given a message by his government to be delivered, he is expected to 
deliver that entire message without change or deletion. If he should 
change one word he would have to stand in judgment before the au
thority of his ambassadorship. When the day comes for me to stand 
before the one from whom I received my commission I want to say, 
“I delivered it just as I received”. Thus may the Baptist faith and 
message continue to grow. Jesus said, “whosoever heareth these say
ings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man who 
built his house upon a rock” (Matt. 7:24).

IV. In the Program of the Local Churches

The mayor of a certain town said, “The most important time of the 
week is when you preachers stand in the pulpit as God’s spokesman for 
our community”. This is the strength of our ministry—God speaking 
week after week through 33,000 men upon whom He has laid His 
hand for the special task of delivering a special message.

A super church with some kind of titular head will never win this 
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world to Christ. Only as the local church in each community worships 
in its own fashion will there come strength for a worldwide ministry. 
Recognition that the local church is the most important unit of our 
organized life has given Baptists a peculiar unity. The church with 
few members may be as powerful as the one with many. Our power 
is not derived from numbers of people but from the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit.

Legend tells of the time when the multitudes met for worship. In
habitants of heaven listened for sounds that could be interpreted into 
their language. The choir of the great cathedral sang, but its message 
was lost in pageantry. A learned cleric behind a desk to the side of 
the altar entered into his rhetorical discourse that impressed the phi
losophers present but the sound that reached heaven was muffled by 
the speaker’s desire to impress men. Listen as they would it seemed 
that they would have no communication with earth that day. The 
hosts, waiting with a blessing to be poured out upon anyone whose 
voice could blend with theirs, were about ready to pack their free 
graces away, when a little simple country girl, worshipping in a dirt 
floor cabin, got their attention. Unheard by any earthling, her heart 
reached up in a silent prayer of childhood faith, “God, please save my 
daddy”. Unknown to her, even at that moment the Holy Spirit de
ployed the hosts of heaven until not one thing was left undone to 
bring the answer to that little girl’s prayer.

A Catholic church, produced by the persuasion of men with ideals 
of magnanimous sacrifice of conviction, will never have the power of 
that legendary experience. To the local church the Holy Spirit was 
promised. He was not promised to a universal church that preaches 
the brotherhood of man brought about by diluting the truth of God’s 
word. Our power must originate as individuals worship week by week 
in the church through which God has given us a ministry. When 
Southern Baptists lose sight of this presentation of scriptural witness 
we will be headed for the same fate as the ecumenist communions, 
that are even now grasping for straws to keep from drowning in the 
suicidal sea of cold, formal, intellectual humanism.

We can rejoice that the Baptists of Tennessee have joined our co
laborers in the other areas of the Southern Baptist Convention in de
claring our belief in the supremacy and autonomy of the local church 
and the inestimable worth of the individual.

We have a glorious destiny because we are God’s people. He may 
have other communions to which His blessings flow, but we know from 
past experience what His blessings can do for us. As God’s people we 
are on the march. We shall not fail because we follow the Rider of 
the white horse of the Apocalypse. Those who follow Him have assur
ance of a glorious victory.

There are those who have tried to defeat Him and their name is 
Legion. A jingle of doubtful literary value expresses it like this,

Genghis Kahn was one
Even in his day.

There was Alexander the Great
And then came the Hun.

Caesar and Constantine
Marched with a dream.

The Kaiser, Hitler and others
Would march to victory it seemed.

These men riding upon their snow white chargers wielded their 
glittering swords. Christ rode on the lowly ass and in His hand He 
carried only a reed of mockery. They marched with mighty armies. 
Christ marched alone. They were crowned with gold. Christ wore the 
thorns.

Their graves were opened and their crowns of gold rolled in the 
dust of shame. Christ also died but He rose again and the brow that 
shortly before had borne the thorns now bore the jeweled studded 
crown of life.

Having chosen the sword these men died by the sword. Christ chose 
the way of the cross and by that cross He has challenged two thousand 
years of world history. Because of that challenge millions today still 
sing,

“In the Cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time,

All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.”

Thus they can sing again,
“He has sounded forth the trumpet
That shall never sound retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men
Before His judgment seat.”

Then the only reasonable dedication must be,
“O be swift, my soul, to answer Him!
Be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.”

These convictions have their authority in the words of the Lord 
Himself when He said, “I will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).

V. The Final Destiny

There is a final destiny with which all of us have a rendezvous. 
When General McArthur left the Philippines under pressure of the 
advancing Japanese army he announced, “I shall return”. One day,

Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, pastor of First Church, Huntingdon, was elected 
president of the Tennessee Baptist Convention in sessions in Nashville, 
Nov. 15-17, 1966.

two years and many bruising battles later, he stepped ashore at Leyte 
with the victorious announcement, “I have returned”.

It has long been announced that “this same Jesus . . . shall return” 
(Acts 1:11). More sure than the accomplishments of any general is 
the certain return of our Lord. When He crossed the lake from Gadara, 
Luke says “and it came to pass, that when Jesus was return, the peo
ple gladly received him: for they were all waiting for Him” (Luke 
8:40). Paul said, “There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing” (II 
Tim. 4:8).

“An eager crowd in the darkness waits, 
Thronging the shining palace gates. 
And over and over their voices ring 
With an urgent cry, ‘We want our King!’ 
“A window opens, and into the light 
Steps forth our King, in the soft warm night. 
Then a shout goes up and echoing cheer: 
‘He has heard us, and answered: our King is here!’ 
“O brothers! We all in the darkness wait, 
Till our Lord comes forth from His palace gate. 
Shall not our pleading voices ring
With a cry that shall reach Him: “We want our King!’ ” 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).
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Convention Reviews Year’s Work
(Continued from Page 2)

tive Secretary-Treasurer to accept a posi
tion at Harrison-Chilhowee Academy. She 
was succeeded by Miss Mary Jane Nethery 
who had been dean of women at Mary- 
Hardin Baylor College, Belton, Texas. The 
WMU reported 6,322 organizations with 
92,660 enrolment. Listed were 19 honor 
associations and six honor Woman’s Mis
sionary Unions. The annual meeting April 
20-22 had an estimated attendance of 1,400. 
The retreat Oct. 7-9, 1966, had an esti
mated attendance of 1,000. The Annie 
Armstrong Offering totaled $245,906.40; 
the Golden State Missions Offering, 
$101,658.17; the Lottie Moon Offering, 
$890,662.98.

► Baptist and Reflector—This journal con
tinues as Tennessee Baptists chief communi
cation agency. This is its 133rd year of 
operation. Average weekly circulation has

Avai ab e at
YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

2 new sermon books by 
W. HERSCHEL FORD

Here are more warm-hearted 
messages from the gifted pen of 
this well loved pastor-evangelist. 
These books are twenty-fourth 
and twenty-fifth in Dr. Ford’s 
famous “Simple Sermon” series.

SIMPLE SERMONS FOR 20th
CENTURY CHRISTIANS

Contemporary messages presented in 
the author’s usual straightforward style. 
Includes sermons on: The Greatest Sen
tence Ever Written • The Sun Is Shining 
and I Am Blind • The Best Is Yet to 
Be • and others.

SIMPLE SERMONS FOR 
SUNDAY EVENING

Vibrant, meaningful messages that will 
challenge readei and listener alike. In
cludes: The Best Things in Life Are 
Free • The Doctrine of the New Birth 
Lost Horizons • Christians Are Sitting 
Pretty • and others.

Each, $2.50

Published by Zondervan

been 73,003. In most homes it is read by 
more than one person. And according to a 
recent reader evaluation survey, the paper 
is welcomed as a friend, read and often 
passed on to others who find it informative 
and interesting. The paper operates under 
the Executive Board’s 15-member Adminis
trative Committee. Editor Richard N. Owen 
stated that Baptist students preparing for 
the ministry or missionary service in our 
Tennessee Baptist schools and in the semi
naries have been furnished the paper free 
as their names and addresses have been 
secured. During the year, or a part of it, 
621 churches have had the paper in their 
budget. Editor Owen has had the assistance 
during the year of David Keel as Circula
tion Manager, Mrs. Eura Lannom as Assis
tant to the Editor, Mrs. Betty Williams as 
Bookkeeper, and Miss Pat Murphy as a part 
time Secretary.

► Executive Board—The 75-member Board 
meets five times each Convention year. It 
reported this “another good year for Ten
nessee Baptists and progress made in many 
areas of the life and work of the churches.” 
It was a record year in stewardship and 
in giving through the Cooperative Program 
and for the special offerings for missions. 
The report called attention to purchase of 
a site on Franklin Road, Brentwood, for 
$155,000 for erection of the new Executive 
Board Building which will also include 
offices of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes. The new 616 acre site was a second 
purchase after encountering difficulties in 
being refused a zoning variance on the first 
site by the Zoning and Planning Com
mission of Nashville. Previously purchased 
property at 1907-1917 Belmont Boulevard 
is to be sold. In keeping with the SBC 
emphases 1968 will focus on “A Church 
Fulfilling Its Mission Through Ministry.” 
This same theme for the coming year was 
emphasized during the sessions at Memphis.

► Children’s Homes—During the year 478 
children received care at the four homes. 
“Every effort is made at our homes to grow 
strong bodies and develop the minds of our 
boys and girls. But our main objective is 
the cultivation of character,” James M. 
Gregg, general superintendent stated. This 
year 47 of the children made decisions for 
Christ. A little more than 50% of the 
support of the Children’s Homes comes 
through the Cooperative Program. “This is 
really our life line,” Bro. Gregg said, “The 
next best support is the once-a-year Con
vention-approved Mother’s Day Offering.”

(Reports to be continued next week)

Kenneth Chafin Calls 
For New Reformation

NEW YORK (BP)—Kenneth Chafin has 
called Southern Baptists to a new Reforma
tion. Preaching in the regular morning wor
ship service of New York’s Manhattan 
Baptist Church, the Billy Graham Professor 
of Evangelism of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, in Louisville, Ken
tucky, carried out the theme of the service 
which noted the 450th anniversary of the 
Reformation.

Before Chafin spoke the choir and con
gregation, directed by Buryi Red, sang a 
special arrangement of Martin Luther’s “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” accompanied 
on the organ by James Wingate and on the 
trumpet by David Sapp.

Noting that he did not have 95 theses, 
Chafin listed four areas of possible reforma
tion in his sermon: church-state relation
ships, ecumenism, understanding of the 
Bible, and using the gifts of the Spirit.

As a young seminary student Chafin read 
Roland Bainton’s biography of Martin 
Luther and wondered how the church could 
have been so closed to Luther’s ideas. “But 
I think Jesus faced the same problem when 
He said, ‘No one puts new wine into old 
wineskins; if he does, the wine will burst 
the skins, and wine is lost, and so are the 
skins; but new wine is for fresh skins,’ ” 
Chafin noted.

Jesus was speaking here to the problems 
of closed minds and rigid systems. Every 
person considers himself open-minded until 
change threatens issues which he holds dear; 
then reformation becomes difficult.

The Southern Baptist Convention is going 
to move to a more dynamic view of the 
relationship of church and state, Chafin 
predicted. “Some of the most incisive state
ments on this issue in recent years have 
come from dedicated administrators of 
Southern Baptist hospitals and universities.

“Everyone knows that church and state 
never were and can never be completely 
separate. For example, churches’ properties 
are tax exempt, and military chaplains’ 
salaries are paid by the government. There 
will always be some overlapping of the 
church and the state.”

Chafin also forecasted that Southern Bap
tists will move toward a greater understand
ing and cooperation with other Christians. 
“It is sin for Southern Baptists to feel that 
they are God’s franchising agent,” he said.

“Other Christians of all denominations 
are engaged in evangelism and witness. In 
many places, Southern Baptists are joining 
hands with others on the local level to make 
Christ’s presence known. The problems of 
witness in a massive urban culture call us 
to cooperate with all Christians in a task 
that is greater than all efforts combined.”

If there is to be a reformation in the 
understanding of the Bible, it must become

(Continued on Page 13)
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TRAINING UNION

Honor Churches
The Training Union Department promotes the “Tennessee Honor Church Program.” 

A Certificate of Merit with space for eight seals is awarded to each church or mission 
which sends to the Training Union Department a completed quarterly report form for 
any of the four quarters: July-September; October-December; January-March; April- 
June.

The requirements for receiving the eight seals to complete the Certificate of 
Merit are: YOUTH WEEK; STANDARD UNIT; SWORD DRILL; SPEAKERS’ 
TOURNAMENT; JUNIOR MEMORY WORK DRILL; ENROLMENT, 5% increase 
over October 1; STUDY COURSE AWARDS, 50% of Training Union enrolment; 
ASSEMBLIES.

The following churches have completed the requirements. Each is an HONOR 
CHURCH for the year 1966-67.

Association
Beech River 
Hamilton 
Knox
Knox 
Knox 
Nolachucky 
Nolachucky 
Nolachucky 
Nolachucky 
Shelby 
Shelby 
Stone
Stone 
Stone 
Stone
Western District

Church
Sand Ridge
Central, Hixson 
Meadow View 
Oakwood 
West Lonsdale 
Calvary, Morristown 
Fernwood 
Pleasant View 
Sunrise
Ardmore 
Frayser 
Algood 
Bangham Heights 
Cedar Hill 
West View 
West Paris

CHAFIN CALLS FOR
(Continued from page 12)
adult reading. Most people today think of 
the Bible as a book for children—unrelated 
to adult problems, Chafin pointed out. He 
called for open and honest study of the 
Bible in relation to the problems of race, 
poverty, and hunger and in light of the 
disciplines of science and literature. Only 
in this way can the Bible come alive to the 
people who most need its message.

“By using the gifts of the Spirit, I mean 
that we must encourage people to develop 
and use those talents and abilities which 
God has given them—not just those which 
fit into our existing programs and struc
tures,” Chafin explained.

“Our denomination has been more con
cerned with programs than people. We have 
set up programs which could be used by 
all 31,000 churches and felt that if people 
were good Christians they would participate 
in them.

“If we are going to encourage people to 
use their gifts, we must give greater latitude 
to the practice of democracy in our con
gregations.”

Chafin then told of conducting prayer 
meeting in a Southern church recently. “I 
asked, ‘Is there anyone here to whom God 
is saying something?’ And then I let the 
people in the congregation speak. I was

Director
Chester G. Stephens 
Bobby Clift 
Herman Cox 
Charles Simcox 
Kenneth Ford 
C. H. Harvel 
David A. Adams 
John McDonald 
Robert Whittenburg 
Ralph McKibben 
Lew Reynolds 
William Easterly 
Haskel Slagle 
Emil Emerton 
Frank Layne 
J. P. Porter

amazed at how many talents and concerns 
the people expressed—where the church 
was not at work in structured programs.”

The key to reformation is the establish
ment of relationships, not ideas, Chafin con
cluded.

“Ideas and issues tend to become static— 
as old wineskins. Relationships provide 
room for growth, flexibility, relevancy, and 
redemption.”

Tennessee Baptist Foundation

Provides 
a way to practice a 

Full Stewardship

Make A Gift 
Establish A Trust 

Prepare A Christian Will 
for information contact 

HENRY J. HUEY 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

1812 Belmont Boulevard 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Baptist and Catholic 
Seminarians in Dialogue

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—The first of a 
series of dialogues between students from 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
and Notre Dame (Catholic) Seminary was 
held on the campus of the Baptist seminary.

Four dialogue sections dealing with re
lated topics met simultaneously, each led by 
two students representing the two semi
naries, and involving the audience in dis
cussion.

Topics discussed were: Marriage and Sex, 
Marriage or Celibacy, Marriage and Di
vorce, and Marriage and Birth Control.

“Students from both seminaries gained 
a deeper understanding and appreciation of 
each other, learning about the situations 
and problems which their counterparts 
face,” according to a spokesman for the 
Baptist seminary.

Other sessions are planned for the near 
future.

EARN A FULL

6%
ON YOUR SAVINGS
Why be satisfied with less when you 
can now earn a full 6% interest on 
Religious Institutional Bonds — and 
with never a worry about rates 
changing!
Even though other rates may go 
down, Religious Institutional Bonds 
will continue earning a full 6% — 
year in and year out — until the 
bonds mature in up to 13 years.
You owe it to yourself to investigate 
before you invest. For full informa
tion, fill in and mail the coupon 
below.

AND SECURITIES CORPORATION 
1717 West End Ave. — Nashville, Tenn.
Largest exclusive underwriter of Religious 

Institutional Finance in the South.

GUARANTY BOND AND SECURITIES 
CORPORATION

P.O. Box 603 Nashville, Tennessee
Please send information about the 6% bonds 
without obligation. I am interested In in
vesting $_________ for______  years (num
ber).
Name ______________________________

Address ____________  Telephone ______
City_______  State______ Zip Code____

B&R
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Is The Church Irrelevant?
By W. Clyde Tilley

“The church is irrelevant to the life of 
modem man.” This complaint is frequently 
made against the church in the twentieth 
century. The most blistering accusation of 
irrelevance has dramatized the church as 
“the grave of God,” the same God who is 
said to have died in our time.

The pathos of this charge is matched only 
by the tragic fact of its being too often 
true. If modern man has gotten the notion 
that God is dead, it is because those who 
profess Him to be alive have failed to give 
convincing demonstration of this truth in 
their lives. The irrelevant church thus be
comes the grave of God.

This plea of guilty from the inside ranks 
of the institutional church, however, gives 
only a part of the total picture. Our exercise 
in self-criticism is made with the reservation 
that the church is irrelevant only insofar as 
it fails to be its true self. The church loses 
its relevance to the extent that it falls below 
its full potential and the intention of its 
Founder.

The church at its best, far from being 
irrelevant, is an index to true relevance. It 
is the only thing that is completely relevant 
because its Lord is the one in whom the 
perspective of life is sufficiently restored so 
that genuine relevance is revealed.

Even when the church is its true self, the 
cries of “irrelevant” continue to come. They 
come because the world apart from God 
is irrelevant. They come because man apart 
from Christ is unable to discern true relev
ance and assumes that it means whatever is 
out of step with man’s paltry parade. 
Modern man is himself irrelevant.

Consequently the charge of irrelevance 
can mean one of two things. It may mean— 
and often does—that the church is indeed 
irrelevant. It may mean—and often does— 
that man and the world are so irrelevant 
that they do not recognize the relevance 
of the church. The charge thus represents 
an instance of misplaced relevance. Cer
tainly when the church is irrelevant, it 
will not be restored by taking its cue 
from the society in the midst of which it 
exists. This would be like trying to tune a 
master violin to a dime store ukelele. The 
prophetic message of the church is a sum
mons to the society and culture of the 
world. The church must never mistake the 
mercenary and pragmatic calls of culture 
for a pitch with which it must harmonize 
its own life. It is only and precisely when 
the church does this that it becomes irrele
vant. The church must maintain its trans
cendent witness in work and word if it is 
to be saving salt to the world. The world 
does not determine relevance for the church; 
the church at its best reveals the irrelevance 
of the world and calls the word to a life of 
relevance. “Do you not know that the saints 

will judge the world?” (I Corinthians 6:2 
RSV.)

A four-year-old became separated from 
his mother in a crowded department store. 
A friendly clerk accosted the sobbing child 
with the query, “What’s the matter?” “Mom
my is lost,” wept the lost child.

Too frequently the world’s charge of 
irrelevance represents a misguided analysis. 
The child is lost and contends that mother 
is lost. The world is irrelevant and charges 
the church with irrelevance. Man is dead 
and accuses God of being dead. The gospel 
is not understood so it is condemned as 
unintelligible. The forlornness of a lost world

Joshua won the Battle 
of Jericho here nearly 

4,000 years ago.

V

Come see where it happened.

Now, you can see Jericho just as it was in 1400 
B.C. when Joshua led the Israelites in their Biblical j
march around the city and caused its walls to 
crumble. Jericho, dating back 10,000 years— 
the oldest city in the world. Come visit 
Jericho its been waiting a hundred 
centuries for you.

And, while you’re in the Western 
Bank, visit Bethlehem—then come to 
Jerusalem and go north to Galilee 
where Jesus spent his youth and 
taught.

IsraeL.beautiful, historic, warm 
and friendly. Come, visit with us 
now.

company 
See your local travel agent 
or contact the Israel Govern
ment Tourist Office, 805 
Peachtree St. N,E., Atlanta, 
Ga« 30308 

Ml

which says that God is lost is concealed no 
better than that of the lost child in the 
department store.

Who is irrelevant anyway? If—and 
when—the church is irrelevant, we can 
assume that the world is also irrelevant and 
the blind are trying to lead the blind. If— 
and when—the accusing world is irrelevant 
and the church comes under attack simply 
because it is misunderstood, the saints are 
indeed judging the world and hopefully can 
redeem it.

W. Clyde Tilley is Assistant Professor of 
Religion and Philosophy, Union University, 
Jackson, Tenn.
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Sunday School Department

Resources Available For Studies In 
Luke’s Gospel

January Bible Study, Jan. 1-5, 1968
1. Studies in Luke’s Gospel, study course 

book by Frank Stagg, professor of New 
Testament, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. This book will be available 
through the Baptist Book Store November 
1. It is a 160-page survey of the Gospel of 
Luke. The Gospel is studied in five parts as 
follows:

(1) “Introducing This Gospel of Luke” 
(1:1-4)

(2) “Preparation for Ministry” (1:5-4:13)
(3) “Ministry in Galilee” 4:14-9:50)
(4) “Journeying Toward Jerusalem: Vic

tory Through Sacrifice” (9:51-19:27)
(5) “Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem” 19:28- 

24:53)
This book of ten chapters is developed so 
as to bring out the depth of movement 
within Luke’s Gospel and highlight the 
theme “The Gospel for All People.”

2. Teaching guide for Studies in Luke’s 
Gospel, prepared by Dwayne Zimmer, Bay 
Shore Baptist Church, Tampa, Florida. This 
is a 32-page guide which is prepared to help 
the pastor or other teacher guide the class 
through the Gospel of Luke, using the Bible, 

Dr. Stagg’s book, and other resources. This 
teaching guide is correlated with the work
book which is also available for students. 
Each session is develop around a focal 
passage for the purpose of simplifying 
teaching procedures. These focal passages 
and this guide help one to be selective and 
yet give emphasis to the emphases which 
appear in the Gospel. The guide includes 
suggestions for promotion, for discussion 
and group partcipation, audiovisual helps, 
and bibliography.

3. Workbook for Studies in Luke’s Gos
pel. This piece will be similar to the study 
guide for Studies in Amos which was avail
able during January Bible Study of 1967. 
It will be an 8!6 x 11, 48-page book 
punched for a loose-leaf notebook. It will 
contain questions which will guide the stu
dent as he prepares for class, as he reviews 
lessons already studied, and as he partic
ipates in the actual class session. The work
book will carry the wide margin text of all 
the focal passages printed in a modern 
language translation. This workbook also 
may be used by those who wish to do 
individual study and receive study course 

credit. By reading the study course book 
and answering the questions which appear 
in the workbook, one can secure study 
course credit. More important, such a study 
will provide an excellent overview of the 
Gospel of Luke.

4. Filmstrip for Studies in Luke’s Gos
pel, entitled “Luke’s Gospel.” This filmstrip 
may be used as preparation and promotion 
of January Bible Study Week by showing it 
at a prayer-meeting, worship service, or 
some other special session prior to the 
beginning of January Bible Study Week. 
Various frames from it may be used during 
teaching sessions. Further, the filmstrip may 
be used as a summary of the study of 
Luke’s Gospel.

5. Broadman book, Luke’s Witness to 
Jesus. This is a 96-page paperback re
source book prepared by Henry E. Turling
ton, pastor of University Baptist Church, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. It is similar in 
format to Studying the Book of Amos 
prepared by Watts for 1967 January Bible 
Study Week.

All of the above materials will be avail
able at all Baptist Book Stores.

Church Building Problems?
tET US KIP YOU

We specialize in design, construction, 
and church related institutions — We 
money too!
• DESIGN SERVICE

Complete counseling service, plans and 
specifications

• ENGINEERING
Engineering service to provide sound 
constructioh

• CONSTRUCTION
Experienced professional construction 
supervision. The entire cost of building is 
determined prior to any obligation

furnishing and financing of churches 
handle all the details and save you

• FURNISHING
Quantity buying assures savings to indi
vidual churches

• FINANCING
Financing through Guaranty Bond and 
Securities Corporation, Nashville, Tennessee 
. . . suited to your needs

FULL INFORMATION
can be yours by calling us collect 
(615) 254-6616 or by clipping and 
mailing this coupon today. Names 
of satisfied churches are yours on 
request, at no obligation.

CUMBERLAND INDUSTRIES 
1717 West End Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 

Please send me information on your complete church building
service, without obligation.

Name Telephone

CUMBERLAND 
INDUSTRIES

Address

State
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Record Review
Ivory Palaces by George Beverly Shea is 

RCA Camden CAL-2174 with ten beautiful 
selections including “Now I Belong to Je
sus,” “Face to Face,” “I’ll Walk With God,” 
“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks.” Shea’s voice 
is magnificent.

For Heaven’s Sake is an album of twelve 
selections sung by Joe Feeney, featured 
tenor of the Lawrence Welk Show. This 
RCA Victor LPM-3850 album has a reper
toire suited to the vocal range of this gifted 
artist. Such selections as “He Was There,” 
“I Asked the Lord,” “I Heard a Forest 
Praying,” “Bless This House,” are included 
in the record arranged and conducted by 
Basil Adlam and produced by Darol Rice.

More Grand Ole Gospel is RCA Victor 
LPM-3855 featuring Porter Wagoner and 
the Blackwood Brothers Quartet. The pro
duction is by Bob Ferguson. “Where No 
One Stands Alone” is very. fine, also the 
selection “You Are Not at Home Yet.”

The Blackwood Brothers Quartet Sings 
for Joy is RCA LPM-3851 containing some 
so-called gospel singing unfortunately de
void of atmosphere creative of worship.

Christmas With Hank Snow is RCA Vic
tor LPM-3826 produced by Chet Atkins. 
The album is mostly fun tunes but contains 
such serious numbers as “Little Stranger (In 
a Manger),” “Silent Night,” “C-H-R-I-S-T- 
M-A-S,” and “God Is My Santa Claus.”

Handel’s Messiah (Highlights) by the 
Robert Shaw Chorale and orchestra in RCA 
Victor LPM-2966. Guest soloists are Judith 
Raskin, soprano, Florence Kopleff, con
tralto, Richard Lewis, tenor, Thomas Paul, 
bass, Robert Conant, harpsichord, and Rob
ert Arnold, organ.

Robert Shaw, conductor, has attempted 
to rid the rendition of any pomposity and 
presents the Messiah with lightness and 
brightness as he thinks Handel intended.

Christmas With Ed Ames is RCA Victor 
LPM-3838 with numbers arranged and con
ducted by Frank Hunter and by Marty 
Gold and produced by Jim Foglesong. Ames 
catches the many joyful moods of Christ
mas in the album. His baritone is comple
mented by a mixed chorus and brass choir.

A Christmas Treasure by Julie Andrews 
with the orchestra, harpsichord and arrange
ments of Andre Previn is RCA Victor LPM- 
3829 produced by Richard M. Bradshaw 
and Neely Plumb. This album contains 14 
selections beautifully rendered.

MOTION PICTURE SCREENS
15% & 20% Discount

Any size or material, Write:
J-FOUR, 2101 June Drive

Nashville, Tenn. 37214

All I Want For Christmas is My Two 
Front Teeth by Arthur Godfrey arranged 
and conducted by Richard Wolfe. This 
RCA Camden CAL-1092 contains yule- 
tide holiday selections with the new Christ
mas is For Children.

We Wish You a Merry Christmas by 
Floyd Cramer is RCA Victor LPM-3828 
produced by Chet Atkins and Felton Jarvis 
and arranged by Bill McElhiney. This rec
ord contains mostly secular numbers such 
as “1’11 Be Home for Christmas,” “White 
Christmas,” “Silver Bells,” and “Winter 
Wonderland.”

I’ll Be Home for Christmas by the Liv
ing Trio (an organ, guitar, and accordion) 
is RCA Camden CAL-2159 produced by 
Ethel Gabriel. This album contains secular 
favorites of Christmas with medleys of the 
sacred also.

New Books
Life in Bible Times by Robert Hender

son; Rand McNally; 48 pp.; $1.95. Interest
ing descriptions of the everyday lives of 
farmers, fishermen, merchants, and crafts
men—their homes, religious practices, and 
festivals in Bible times. Age level: 7-12.

I Walk A Joyful Road by Carlie Lane; 
Revell; 110 pp.; $2.95. An inspiring and 
refreshing daily record of a 19-year old 
girl’s first year in the Lord.

Creative Christian Living by Warren W. 
Wiersbe; Revell; 127 pp.; $2.95. The author 
points out that God has a creative ministry 
for you to perform if only you permit His 
Spirit to work in you and through you. *

Instant Party Fun by Lorell Coffman 
Burns; Association; 128 pp.; $3.50. A 
piquant potpourri of perky pleasures, prac
tical plans and procedures, promising you 
perpetual paeans as a paragon of peerless 
parties.

Christians, Claim Your Heritage by Wil
liam Norris Wysham; World Horizons, Inc.; 
146 pp.; $1.00; paper. How does our faith 
stand-up to today’s secular movements? 
Christians, Claim Your Heritage is challeng
ing, stimulating, and very much alive! “A 
deadly menace to any faith” the author 
writes, “including Christianity, is a world 
so dominated by technocracy that there is 
room only for material things, and the souls 
of men atrophy . . . Christianity has the 
obligation to grapple with this materialistic 
trend that can destroy the spiritual life of 
man.”

Crusade Hymn Stories edited by Cliff 
Barrows; Hope; 160 pp.; $3.50. With 10 
hymn stories by Billy Graham.

Child Rearing
Every now and then a fresh approach to 

child rearing appears. I don’t always agree 
with these “radical” approaches but many 
of them contain stimulating thoughts. Lis
ten to a few from A. S. Neil’s, Summerhill: 
A Radical Approach to Child Rearing:

“If your child lies, either he is afraid of 
you or he is copying you. Lying parents 
will have lying children. If you want the 
truth from him, do not lie to him.”

“Parents who have forgotten the yearn
ings of their childhood—forgotten how to 
play and how to fantasy—make poor par
ents. When a child has lost the ability to 
play, he is physically dead and a danger 
to any child who comes in contact with 
him.”

“I have never yet seen a lazy child. What 
is called laziness is either lack of interest or 
lack of health. A healthy child cannot be 
idle; he has to be doing something all day 
long.’

“The nursery training is very like the 
kennel training; the whipped child, like the 
whipped puppy, grows into an obedient, 
inferior adult. And as we train our dogs to 
suit our own purposes, so we train our 
children. In that kennel, the nursery, the 
human dogs must be clean; they must not 
bark too much; they must obey the whistle; 
they must feed when we think it convenient 
for them to feed.”

“Girls spanked by their mothers grow 
into spankers themselves. An excellent il
lustration is a game in which children play 
school. Teacher whacks all the time.”

“If you ever use the words, When I was 
your age . . . you are making a dreadful 
mistake. The long and short of it is that 
you must approve your child as he is, and 
refrain from trying to make him in your 
own image.”

The Awesome Power of the Listening Ear 
by John Drakeford; Word; 126 pp.; $3.50. 
A book with many implications for those 
in religious vocations, but is not at all 
specifically limited to the religious market. 
The medical doctor, the psychiatrist, the 
school teacher, the businessman, the young 
man or woman in love—any one of these 
people can use and profit from this very 
practical book.
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North Carolina
Association Sets

Immersion
Requirement

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (BP)—Mecklenburg 
Baptist Association, after a three-hour de
bate, voted here to limit its membership to 
churches which require their members to be 
baptized by immersion.

By a 214-130 vote, the association adopt
ed an amendment to its bylaws, effective 
one day before the association meets for its 
annual session next fall.

The amendment states: “All churches af
filiated with this association shall be 
churches who use the New Testament as 
the statement of their faith and church 
polity and require that all candidates, who 
are physically able, be immersed in water, 
on the basis of belief in Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord, to qualify for member
ship.”

Approval of the amendment means that 
at least two churches now affiliated with the 
association will not be members next fall 
if they are still following current practices.

The two are St. John’s Baptist Church 
and Myers Park Baptist Church, both of 
which accept without subsequent immersion 
members who have been sprinkled or af- 
fused (poured) as members of other de
nominations.

St. John’s Church adopted the policy last 
spring and insists that such candidates for 
membership must have been sprinkled or 
affused after belief in Christ as Savior.

Myers Park Church makes no such dis
tinction and has had a virtual open mem
bership policy since 1949.

During the three hours of debate, several 
attempts were made to sidetrack the vote. 
One would have made the amendment a 
constitutional change requiring a two-thirds 
vote instead of majority approval necessary 
for a bvlaws amendment.

Another attempt would have expressed 
disapproval of the two churches’ practices 
but would have taken no punitive action. 
Still another motion would have adjourned 
the meeting without any action at all.

A substitute motion was offered by Le
land Stephens, pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church here, that would have reaffirmed 
that churches in the association recognize 
immersion for believers only as New Testa
ment baptism, and that would have voiced 
opposition to churches departing from the 
practice.

Carl Bates, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Charlotte, supported the substi
tute, saying the association has done its 
work for 82 years without a creedal state
ment. “You are saying now that these other 
churches must agree with you in every 
minute detail.

Thursday, November 16, 1967

For Gifts that 
Keep on Giving 
- - Give Books

SOME THINGS ARE FOR KEEPING
by Polly Gottfried. Pictures by William Dugan

Acquaints the preschool child with some not-like things 
and situations, and helps him decide on ways to react to 
them. Ages 4-7 (26b) $1.35
FOUR-LEGGED HELPERS
by Solveig Paulson Russell. Pictures by Jan Wills

Introduces preschoolers to fourteen colorful pulling and 
packing animals and shows how they help people. Ages 4-6 
(26b) $1.35
COURAGE TO WIN: STORIES FOR BOYS
Compiled by Mildred Dunn

Full of challenging situations and strivings against im
probable odds, these true stories tell of courage and triumph. 
Ages 9-14 (26b) $2.50
HIDDEN IN THE HILLS
by Oren Arnold. Illustrated by Allan Eitzen

A lost and hungry baby burro, with a red bandana around 
his neck, stopped the school bus. Who tied the bandana on 
him and why? A clue discovered on the bandana led to a 
spectacular rescue and cleared up a puzzling mystery. Ages 
9-12 (26b) $2.95
THE LAST OUTLAW
by Curtis Bishop. Illustrated by Jim Padgett

The bitterest feud of the West was settled by a scrawny, 
near-blind pony and an undersized kid from Chicago! There’s 
plenty of excitement and adventure in this action-filled story 
for boys and girls. Ages 10-up (26b) $2.95
THE BIBLE STORY BOOK
by Bethann Van Ness. Illustrated by Harold Minton

A must for every child’s library! The Bible Story Book tells 
the Bible in language little ones understand. Ages 8 and above 
can read the 298 stories for themselves. They’ll enjoy the 
beautiful pictures—85 in full color, and 130 in all. A special 
70-page supplement explains life during Bible times. Com
pletely indexed; endpaper maps; 672 pages. (26b) $4.95
HOW THE BIBLE CAME TO US
by Robbie Trent. Illustrated by Don Fields

Lost books! Burned books! Exciting discoveries! Kings, 
farmers, inventors, and others, writing, preserving, printing, 
and translating the Bible . . . children read all this and much 
more as the Bible, as far as possible, tells its own thrilling 
story. Ages 9-14 (26b) $2.95
A BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR YOUNG READERS
by William N. McElrath. Illustrated by Don Fields

Especially for boys and girls—definitions of almost 2,000 
words found in the Bible or associated with Bible study. 
85 illustrations, 128 pages. Ages 9-14 (26b) $2.95
BROAOMAN 

IS El 
ga 

BOOKS

Give Broadman Books for Christmas 
see them at your Baptist Book Store
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For Christmas -

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.

THE NEW 
SCOFIELD
REFERENCE BIBLE 

WITH CONCORDANCE
Z/T) y far the most important, the most carefully con- 

D structed, and the most helpful reference Bible 
that we have in the English language."

" — Moody Monthly

Christmas giving holds new excitement this year 
with these beautiful de luxe editions of The New 
Scofield Reference Bible — the Bible treasured for 
more than half a century, now edited for today's 
reader.

Acclaimed by evangelical scholars and students alike, 
The New Scofield introduces thousands of additional 
cross references, expanded footnotes, and other im
proved helps. It retains the theological position of Dr. 
C. I. Scofield and includes all the well-known Scofield 
features.

Select these de luxe gift editions for personal and 
family use; for your minister, the student, and the 
Sunday school teacher. Each edition is unsurpassed in 
quality, craftsmanship, and design.

A choice of colors, a wide range of prices

Each with Concordance. 1600 pages; 16 pages of New Oxford 
Bible Maps, with Index. Page size: 53/4 x 8 Vs”.

Moroccoette. 09172. $12.95
French Morocco. Black, Blue, or Red. 09173x. $19.50
Cowhide. With Family Record. Black, Blue,

or Red. 091 78x. $23.75
Genuine Morocco. Black, Blue, or Red. 091 79x. $27.50

x indicates Oxford India Paper edition — only 7 Is" thick.

Also in Cloth. Printed jacket, stained top. 09170. $7.25

All editions except Cloth have gold edges and are gift boxed. 
Thumb indexing available.

ORDER FROM YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
New York

724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.
24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.
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Convention Sermon_________________________
(Continued from Page 7)

unity lightly. “Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one 
body, for we all partake of the same loaf” (1 Cor. 10:17 RSV). “For 
just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For 
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12:12-13 
RSV). “As it is, there are many parts, yet one body” (1 Cor. 12:20 
RSV). “He is the head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18). 
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one 
hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all” (Eph. 4:3-6). We must admit there is one body, 
the body Paul calls the church in Colossians, or admit there are 
more than one God, one Lord, and so on.

Jesus prayed: “I do not pray for these only, but also for these 
who are to believe in me through their word, that they all may be 
one . . . that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me and has loved them” (John 17:21-23, 
RSV). I find it difficult not to work toward what Jesus prayed for. 
He indicated in His prayer that unity is an aid to belief. If we hope 
to receive the best hearing of the gospel. It must be a gospel that first 
binds the church in a meaningful unity.

The plea for unity is coming from many directions. Southern Bap
tist voices are urging more conversation and cooperation with other 
Christians of other denominations. Our 1963 The Baptist Faith and 
Message states clearly our belief in the universal church. It reads: 
“The New Testament speaks also of the church as the body of Christ 
which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages.”

During my life time Baptists with whom I have been associated 
have emphasized two religious structures: one, the local church, and, 
two, the denomination. One of these is New Testament; the second 
is not. A third, the body of Christ or the church, which is clearly a 
New Testament concept, has not been emphasized much. The justifica
tion for a denomination, it seems to me, is for it to be a servant to 
local churches and the world, on the one hand, and a means by 
which local churches may serve the interests of the one church and 
larger world, on the other. It is obvious to the speaker that one who 
gives his highest loyalty to his denomination is giving it to what is 
not a New Testament concept.

Commitment to the one Lord is a commitment to His one body. 
We have done real well in expressing Christian disunity, if this 
adjective can be used before this noun. How can we express our 
unity?

Since Tennessee is God’s and not Baptists’, and since Baptists 
represent a minority of all Christians in Tennessee, we do not have 
full responsibility for Christian witness and ministry in our state. I 
sincerely suggest that we as Tennessee Baptists initiate a Christian 
convocation for all the church. What could be done? We could read 

the Holy Scriptures, pray, sing, and fellowship with each other. There 
might be some common interests for discussion: evangelism, educa
tion, ministry to the poor, the struggle for justice. I do not believe 
a local church could unite or feel its unity if the people never met. 
The Church cannot know its unity simply by talking about it. We 
need some common meeting ground and some joint endeavors that 
would express our unity and fulfil the prayer of our Lord. This would 
be a simple beginning for us.

Open Theological Discussion

The new reformation for which I plead will allow for open theo
logical discussion. Our understanding of the Holy Spirit does not permit 
us to develop doctrinal arterio sclerosis. The Spirit is like the wind 
that “blows where it wills.” Jesus said: “I have yet many things to 
say to you, but you cannot hear them now” (John 16:12, RSV). It 
is the Spirit who will continue to speak and we must be ready to hear.

Our Baptist genius has allowed a place for honest dissent. Our 
tradition has not required us to agree; it has required us to cooperate 
and dissent with charity. We differ in our interpretation of the Holy 
Scriptures. Erasmas said: “If Scriptures are clear, we need no inter
pretation.” Interpretation is an admission that Scriptures are not clear 
at every point. There is room for disagreement in interpretation of the 
Holy Scriptures. Our Baptist heritage demands that we give due respect 
for honest differences of interpretation.

If we are to continue to use words like conservative, moderate, and 
liberal, they need to be cleaned up a little. Too frequent the words 
are used to imply the other person is wrong and we are right. Chris
tian humility does not permit us to say: “I thank thee that I am 
not as other men are.” Jesus made room for more than His disciples 
allowed: “And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth not 
with us. And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is 
not against us is for us” (Luke 9:49-50).

My plea is for an open theological atmosphere of trust and respect, 
making room for all who wish to walk with us, listening to one another 
with the hope the Spirit may give us another unfinished word from 
our Master, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ.

I have not tried to deal with all the church and Christian faith 
today. I have moved into areas that I believe need our attention. I have 
not separated at every point the local church, denomination, and the 
universal church. Much of what I am pleading for must be done by 
pastors and local congregations. There are other things that require 
the energies and efforts of our convention.

I believe the true church is the church always in reform. I am 
committed to see the church reformed so that it may express the 
life of the Spirit and better project the image of Jesus of Nazareth 
as the Christ, keeping the kind of flexibility that permits the deposit 
of new wine in ever-renewed wine skins.

Kills Bill On Monday Holidays
WASHINGTON (BP)—Chairman Eman

uel Celler (D., N.Y.) of the House Judiciary 
Committee says that a bill providing for 
uniform Monday observance of five national 
holidays is dead for this session of Congress.

Celler’s remark came after the committee 
voted changes in the bill, yet took no final 
action to report the bill to the House floor.

The committee voted to keep the Fourth 
of July and Thanksgiving Day where they 
are now, and also tentatively decided that

Thursday, November 16, 1967

Veteran’s Day should remain on November 
11.

This action left only Labor Day which 
already falls on Monday, Memorial Day 
and Washington’s Birthday as potential 
candidates for changes that would create 
annual three-day weekends.

The bill is still pending before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. A spokesman for this 
committee did not predict what action 
would be taken there.

During subcommittee hearings in the 
House and Senate, little opposition was 
heard to the proposals. In recent weeks, 
however, patriotic societies have complained 
against what they regard as “tampering with 
the nation’s traditions.”

The possibility remains that the bill can 
be revived in the House during the second 
session of Congress, depending on action in 
the Senate and popular opinion.
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Attendance & Additions
Churches S.S. T.U. Add. November 5, 1967

Alamo, First ................................  255 88
Alcoa, Calvary .............................. 175 94

First ............................................ 617 275
Athens, Central .......................... 143 104

East ............................................  426 165
First ............................................  645 293

Baxter, First .................................. 114 65
Bean Station, First ...................... 80 38

Adriel .........................   70
Barnards Grove ........................ 108 15

Brownsville ...................................... 589 161
Mission........................................... 87
Calvary ........................................ 120 83

Calhoun, First .............................. 162 93
Chattanooga, Bartlebaugh.......... 122 50

Brainerd.......................................... 1065 339
Calvary ........................................  238 100
Pinebreeze .................................. 28
Central ..........................................  853 289
Meadowview ................................ 57 31
Concord .................................... 550 221
East Brainerd ............................ 272 113
East Lake ................................ 496 141
First ..............5........................1101 259
Morris Hill .................................. 272 82
Northside .................................... 380 127
Ooltewah........................................ 175 60
Red Bank ................................... 1143 289
St. Elmo.................................... 328 85
White Oak .   555 170
Tremont ..................................  108 33
Woodland Park............  .... 240 92

Clarksville, First ........................... 1015 215
Gracey Avenue............................ 248 128
Hillcrest ................................ 273 112
New Providence ........................ 246 61
Pleasant View .......................... 266 80

Cleveland, Big Spring .................. 322 126
Blue Springs .............................. 81 42
North ...................................... 448 161

Clinton, First .............................. 601 178
Second .......................................... 477 136

Collierville, First ...................... 325 102
Columbia, First ...........  469 114

Highland Park .......................... 464 161
Northside ................................. 141 69
Pleasant Heights ...................... 234 80

Concord, First .......................... 336 150
Cookeville, Bangham Heights . . 77 54

First . . ....................  540 119
Washington Avenue ................ 233 108

Corryton ......................................  240 102
Cottage Grove ................................. 116 44
Crossville, First ............................ 203 74

Homestead .................................. 189 75
Oak Hill........................................ 91 54

Dayton, First ................................ 259 88
Dickson, First ............................ 279 130
Dresden, First........................ 207 71
Dyersburg, Southside .................. 182 76
Elizabethton, First ...................... 357 94

Immanuel .................................... 321 118
Oak Street .................................. 196 86
Siam..................  215 83

Etowah, First ................................. 313 87
North ........................................ 356 86

Goodlettsville, First .................. 560 209
Grand Junction, First .............. 148 80
Greeneville, First ..........................  496 133

Cross Anchor................................ 15 16
Second............................................ 179 50

Greenbrier, Bethel ........................ 165 93
First ........................................ 358 108
Jordonia ...................................... 60
Lights Chapel .......................... 48 26

Harriman, South .......................... 516 176
Trenton Street .......................... 331 104

Henderson, First .......................... 224 66
Hendersonville, First .................. 933 154
Henry   90 52
Hixson, Central ............................ 424 225

First .......................................... 391 97
Memorial ...................................... 328 144

Humboldt, Antioch ...................... 233 107
First   511 161

Jackson, Ararat .......................... 123 37
Calvary...........................................  474 206
First .............................................. 797 240
North ............................................ 234 128
Parkview .................................... 543 202
West ........................................ 783 370
Woodland.......................................  144 44

Jasper, First ................................ 200 108
Johnson City, Antioch .............. 144 75

Central .......................................... 647 153
North ............................................ 257 70
Temple ........................................ 391 154

Kenton, First ................................ 224 86

Macedonia ..................................... 86
5 Kingsport, First ........................... 940

Litz Manor ..................................  223
3 Lynn Garden ..............................  474

State Line ................................... 300
Kingston, Cedar Grove .............. 236

First ............................................... 412
Knoxville, Beaver Dam .............. 397

Black Oak Heights .................. 295
1 Broadway ................................... 810

Central (Bearden) .................. 843
9 Central (FT C) ........................ 1143

Cumberland................................... 448
Fifth Avenue ............................  594

*3 First •............................................... 1114
2 Grace ............................................ 477

Immanuel ..................................... 414
1 Lincoln Park .............................. 1004

McCalla Avenue ........................... 705
Mount Carmel ..........................  165

1 Mount Harmony ....................... 192
2 Meridian ................................. 681
6 New Hopewell .............................. 268

Rocky Hill ................................... 300
1 Sharon ........................................... 231
1 Smithwood ................................... 698
9 South ........................................... 529

Stock Creek ................................. 198
4 West Hills ...................................  381

West Lonsdale ..........................  370
LaFollette, First ........................... 251

4 Lawrenceburg, Deerfield .............. 136
2 First .............................................. 199
1 Highland Park ...........................  289

Meadow View ............................. 108
Lebanon, Immanuel ..................... 516

Rocky Valley ............................. 150
Southside ..................................... 192

Lenoir City, Calvary .......... ^... 215
Dixie Lee ................................H . 167

5 First .............................................. 423
2 Kingston Pike .............. 165

Pleasant Hill ............................... 191
Lewisburg, First ..........................  318

1 Livingston, First ............................ 271
Loudon, Union Fork Creek .... 84
Madison, First ..............................  437

• • Malesus ................................................ 245
Manchester, First ........................ 343

Trinity ..............................................131
Martin, Central..............................  315

Mount Pelia ..............................  157
Southside ..................................... 174

Maryville, Armona ...................... 186
Forest Hill ................................. 180

•: Mt. Lebanon ...............................  224
£ Monte Vista .................................. 275
2 Pleasant Grove .......................... 144

• • McEwen, First .............................. 99
McKenzie, First .......................... 381

*2 McMinnville, Gath .......................  136
Magness Memorial .................. 324
Westside ....................................... 53

Mt. Juliet ......................................... 262
Medon, New Union .................. 76

Memphis, Ardmore ...................... 687
A Bartlett .......................................... 469

Bellevue ....................................... 1496
’ i Beverly Hills ................................ 573

Big Creek ..................................  105
Boulevard ..................................... 248
Brunswick ................................... 104
Calvary ......................................... 262

1 Char jean ...................................... 282
East Park ..................................  200
Elliston Avenue ........................  411

;; First .................................................1328
Fisherville ................................... 154

2 Forest Hill .................................... 96
6 Glen Park ...................................... 363
2 Kennedy ........................................ 553

LaBelle Haven .......................... 718
LeaClair ....................................... 525
Leawood ....................................... 857

9 Lucy ................................................ 164
Macon Road .............................. 247
Malcomb Avenue ...................... 127

10 Manassas Street ........................ 103
Merton Avenue ........................ 406

3 Mountain Terrace ...................... 332
National Avenue ...................... 357
Oakhaven ..............................  558
Oakville Memorial ..................  411
Parkway Village ...................... 667

1 Peabody ...................................... 248
.. Scenic Hills ................................ 241

57 
208

89 
148 
180 
141 
158 
152 
119 
197 
320 
441 
189 
118 
197 
166 
128 
287 
232

88 
115 
175 
112

98
90 

185 
185

97 
14s 
201

66 
101

50 
114

55 
213

65 
108
68 
73

116 
108 
126

78 
136

72 
101 
120 
140

87 
98 
52
55 

114
80 

114 
110

61 
44
90 
49 
57
46 

127
50 

319 
215 
653 
196

62 
102

59 
144 
102 
106 
187 
243

72 
44

183 
262 
283 
254 
282 
115 
124

58 
78

156 
186 
144 
201 
119 
202 
159 
120

14

2
1
3

11

1
5

9

1

2
2

4

1

1
9

3
1
2
1 
1

1

2

1

1

1

4
1

2

1

17

2

8

11
7

2

1
4
2
2
1

4
2
2

• •
9
2

Second ..........................................  914
Shelby Forest .......................... 123
Sky View ....................................  463
Southland .................................... 314
Speedway Terrace ..................  532
Summer Avenue ........................ 58
Trinity ................................ 805
Victory Heights ......................... 125
Wells Station .............................. 695
Westhaven ..................................  310
Westmont ....................................  170
Whitehaven ................................  839

Milan, First ..................................  530
Northside ..................................... 197

Monterey, First .......... ................. 236
Morristown, Brown Springs .... 83

Buffalo Trail .............................. 153
Bulls Gap ..................................  108
Cherokee Hill ..........................  119
Calvary ......................................... 354
Fairview ....................................... 138
First ............................................. 756
Fernwood ..................................... 119
Lebanon ....................................... 97
Manley ........................................... 254
Pleasant View ........................... 163
Roe Junction ............................. 136

Moscow, Oak Grove .................. 80
Murfreesboro, Barfield .............. 86

First ............................................. 710
Calvary ........................................  117
Immanuel .................................... 84
Powell’s Chapel ......................... 130
Southeast ..................................... 241
Third .   273

Nashville, Belmont Heights ....1023
Madison Street ........................... 92
Brook Hollow ............................. 458
Crievewood ................................ 676
Dickerson Road ........................  526
Donelson, First ......................... 798
Donelson View ........................... 223
Eastland ....................................... 532
Fairview ....................................... 170
First ............................................. 1369
Carroll Street ........................... 125
Cora Tibbs .................................. 51
T.P.S................................................... 424
Gallatin Road ........................... 377
Glenwood ....................................... 319
Grandview ..................................  385
College Grove.............................. 20
Hermitage Hills ......................... 440
Hillhurst ....................................... 291
Inglewood ................................... 687
Ivy Memorial ........................... 282
Joelton ........................................... 326
Judson ........................................... 387
Benton Avenue ........................... 100
Junior League Home .............. 41
Lincoya Hills ............................. 223
Maplewood ..................................  199
New Hope ..................................  125
Park Avenue ..............................  939
Riverside ....................................  297
Rosedale ......................................  175
Tusculum Hills ........................... 447
Una ............................................. 353
Woodbine . ................................520

Oak Ridge, Robertsville .............. 621
Old Hickory, First ......................  459

Peytonville .................................. 19
Rayon City ................................  209
Temple ......................................... 300

Oliver Springs, Beech Park .... 181
First .   248
Middle Creek .............................. 118

Parsons, First ..........   298
Philadelphia, Cedar Fork .......... 144
Portland, First ..........................  353
Powell, First ................................ 252

Glenwood .................................... 369
Pulaski, First ................................ 317
Rockwood, Eureka ...................... 123

First ............................................ 469
Rogersville, East ..........................  210

Henard’s Chapel ...................... 143
Hickory Cove ............................. 64

St. Joseph, First ........................... 63
Selmer, First ................................ 273
Sevierville, First ..........................  537
Seymour, Dupont ........................  131

First Chilhowee ......................  219
Shelbyville, First ..........................  407

Flat Creek .................................. 31
Hickory Hill .............................. 31
Immanuel .................................... 68
Shelbyville Mills ...................... 202

Smyrna, First ............................... 413
Sparta, First ................................ 230
Springfield, Bethlehem .............. 115

Eastland Heights ....................  272
Oak Grove ................................ 211

Sweetwater, First ......................... 449
Oakland ...................................... 61

Trenton, First ..............................  404
Troy, First .................................. 197
Tullahoma, Grace ..........................  159
Union City, First ......................  658

Second .......................................... 309
Watertown, Round Lick .......... 187
Waverly, First ................................. 244
Waynesboro, Green River .......... 149
White House .................................. 198
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Woman's Missionary Union

For Many Around The World—

The Difference Between Darkness
And Light

Were it not for the Lottie Moon Christ
mas Offering the Southern Baptist foreign 
mission program would be cut in half and 
no new missionaries would be sent to the 
field. More than half of those who will 
hear the gospel through our 2,300 mission
aries would not have had this opportunity. 
Truly the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
makes the difference between darkness and 
light in the lives of thousands who will come 
to know Christ.

This year the offering goal of $15,000,000 
is the largest goal in Southern Baptist his
tory. According to Dr. Baker James Cau
then, Executive Secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Board, the 1967 offering will pro
vide for salaries and cost of living supple
ments for 275 missionaries as well as outfit, 

freight and travel of new appointees being 
sent to the field. In addition to regular work 
carried on in the 65 countries around the 
world where Southern Baptists have organ
ized work, the money will go to the develop
ment of additional efforts in evangelism, 
teaching, publication work, hospital minis
tries, etc. New construction of missionary 
residences, schools, churches, hospitals and 
other buildings will result from that given.

Program material for the Week of Prayer 
observance is found in Royal Service for 
WMS, The Window for YWA, Tell for GA 
and Sunbeam Activities for Sunbeams. 
Packets containing supplementary material 
have been sent from the state WMU office 
to local WMU Presidents, YWA, GA, and 
Sunbeam Band Directors. WMU presidents 

may request additional material necessary 
for the Week of Prayer observance and pro
motion of the offering.

If the offering goal is to be met and the 
power of the Holy Spirit is to abound in 
the lives of our missionaries around the 
world, all the congregations of all of the 
churches must be caught up in prevailing 
prayer. Missions is not to be the concern 
simply of Woman’s Missionary Union and 
the Brotherhood—but of every Christian. 
Therefore all the church must be involved. 
The WMU president, the Brotherhood direc
tor and the pastor work together (and the 
Church Council where functioning) that this 
may be accomplished. The November and 
December issues of Royal Service are com
plete with details.

HOW GREAT 
THOU ART 

and new MANNA MUSIC catalog 
write to:

MANNA MUSIC, INC. 
1328 North Highland Avenue 
Hollywood, California 90028 

Please mention this magazine 
BR

DOES YOUR CHURCH NEED

BUILDING MONEY?
It's now available for

CHURCHES AND CHURCH INSTITUTIONS

ainicn fimm
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

WAGOXER BROS.
MFC. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468
Booneville, Arkansas

1717 WEST END BUILDING - NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203 — TELEPHONE 615 — 256-8116

specializing in First f 
Mortgage Church and I 
Institutional Financing; ' 
also we guarantee the l 
complete sale of Bond [

GUARANTY BOND AND SECURITIES CORPORATION
1717 WEST END BUILDING, NASHVILLE, TENN. 37203 - 615 - 256-8116

issues

W;:

Btoday

mail

CHURCH

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

TEL.

ZIP

MINISTER

AMOUNT NEEDED____________
No obligation for information

WHEN

BR
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 19, 1967—By W. R. White

Worship Through Thanksgiving
Basic Passages: Deut. 16:1-17; Ps. 116; Luke 

17:11-19
Focal Passages: Deut. 16:13-15; Luke 17:11-19

There are strains of thanksgiving in some 
other religions but it is a substantial part 
of the biblical faith of the Judaeo-Christian 
concept.

The human spirit reveals an element of 
exuberance among all peoples. Music per
meates much of nature. Hebrew and Chris
tian beliefs give it more than a natural 
expression. It has a deep religious connota
tion. It finds expression in poetry, instru
mental music, songs, words of praise, ejacu
lations and in a happy heart producing a 
radiant personality.

Appreciative people and grateful people 
are thankful people. They are pleasant, 
affable people. They are the kind you like 
to be around.

In the Old Testament there was one great 
period of thanksgiving lasting for a whole 
week. They were thankful for the harvest, 
for Jehovah’s providence as they tabernacled 
in the wilderness and for His many mercies.

In the New Testament we find many 
passages encouraging praise and thanksgiv
ing. This is particularly true of Paul’s 
epistles. Thanksgiving was to accompany and 
follow prayer.

A Feast of Thanksgiving Deut. 16:13-15
In the Feast of the Tabernacles there was 

to be universal rejoicing. The father, mother, 
all the children, all the servants, male and 
female, Levites, strangers, travelers, widows, 
and orphans were included.

The harvest was assured. Every one was 
to share; therefore everyone was to rejoice.

CHURCH 
FURNITURE

UPHOLSTERED PEWS
PEW CUSHIONS

LEIRD-BUILT CHURCH. FURNITURE OFFERS 

YOUR CHURCH THE RICH BEAUTY OF THE 

FINEST NATURAL WOODS, UNMATCHED 

CREATIVE CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PERFEC
TION IN DESIGN.

I INQUIRIES WELCOME

H MANUFACTURING
COMPANY

2816 WEST 16th - LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

In the prosperity there was provision for all. 
However, every one had to work to share 
in it unless it be those incapable of work.

The blessings of God had been on their 
sowing, cultivating and harvesting. He had 
favored them with sufficient strength and 
health to insure a successful year.

The people were to live in small booths 
for seven days. Then they could meditate 
on the shielding, sustaining care of God as 
they journeyed through the hazardous wild
erness. It is sometimes called the Feast of 
the Booths. They were not to remember so 
much the hardships and evils of the journey, 
but they were to rejoice in the keeping, 
delivering grace of God that surmounted all 
those things. Therefore they were to rejoice 
and praise God.

Thanksgiving A Witness of Gratitude Ps. 
116:12-12; 17-19

The Psalmist is very grateful for all the 
benefits of God’s goodness including salva
tion. Therefore he is inquiring as to what he 
can do to show his appreciation.

He decides on sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
calling upon the name of the Lord paying 
his vows or solemn premises to God in the 
presence of all the people, whether friends 
or foes, and praising Him in the courts of 
His house. Evidently he witnesses with a 
radiant life unashamedly before all men.

To have a grateful feeling and a deep 
appreciation is not enough. We should give 
expression to those healthy emotions by 
appropriate action and with a glowing 
spirit. Npble urges must not die within the 
confines of good intentions.

The Meaningful Minority Luke 17:11-19

Jesus was journeying through Galilee and 
Samaria. He met ten lepers who were stand
ing far off as was the required practice. 
They lifted their voices and cried aloud to 
Jesus for mercy. Evidently something 
identified Him and some one had told them 
of His power to heal.

Jesus told them to go show themselves to 
the priests. Healed lepers were required to 
go to the priests that the priests might verify 
their healing and assure the public by a 
ceremonial cleansing. They accepted the 
instruction of Jesus with simple faith before 
they were actually healed. Their childlike 
faith was immediately rewarded.

One of these, realizing that he was healed, 
returned, fell at the feet of Jesus glorifying 
God. Jesus was greatly pleased and gave 
due recognition to his expression of grati
tude. He was saddened by the conduct of 
the nine who did not do likewise. They went

THE HARVEST WAITS
By Rolla M. Bradley

October is a busy, beautiful month in 
Korea, the month when the farmers harvest 
their man crop—rice. It is wonderful to 
watch the golden fields being harvested. 
Every member of the family is busy in the 
fields at this strategic time (a newspaper 
recently said 70 percent of the people would 
be involved). Very soon the bad weather of 
winter will come, and then it will be too late 
to harvest this crop so necessary to life.

What a marvelous picture of the spiritual 
condition of this land of 30,000,000 per
sons! Calculated by the most liberal estimate, 
only 10 percent of these people are Chris
tians. All Christian denominations at work 
in Korea are making great efforts to witness. 
But how much time is left to win the other 
90 percent?

The words of Jesus that the harvest is 
plenteous but the laborers few are so fitting 
for Korea. In this land the Christian witness 
is unhindered by traditional religion or bias 
of the people. Truly, if we had the laborers, 
Korea could be harvested for Christ while 
there is yet time.

Rolla M. Bradley (of Abilene, Tex.) is a 
Southern Baptist missionary in Taejon, Korea.

their way. We do not hear from them any 
more.

There is no question but what the nine 
were healed. We see this from the question 
Jesus raised. In fact he would not have been 
astounded had they received no cleansing.

The percentage of those who show grati
tude for great favors may not be that low 
every time. However, for those who ade
quately and faithfully show their gratitude 
the percentage is not much better.

The people of the whole world, with few 
exceptions, expect lavish favors as their due. 
They feel no sense of obligation to do their 
share or show gratitude for any favors 
shown. In fact they seem to resent it if 
favors are not forthcoming.

We can make up our own minds whether 
we join the nine who failed to thank and 
glorify God or whether we join the one, 
the minority, who beautifully discharged his 
duty.

We used to hear our great preachers talk 
about the “saving few.” In the Old Testa
ment there are many references to the faith
ful remanent. We know that the eternal 
verities and survival values are transmitted 
to each succeeding generation by this small 
group.

Our Baptist Student Union once referred 
to the “Master’s Minority.” Some thought 
this term was unfortunate but it represented 
the greatest hour in our student ministry. 
This era was far more vital and productive 
than any.
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FEELING GOOD INSIDE* 
By Carolyn Joyce

Mary and her mother were finishing 
breakfast when they heard the radio an
nouncer say, “And the family had just 
moved to town. The father had not yet 
found work. The fire this morning burned, 
not only their house, but nearly all their 
clothing and other possessions. Luckily, 
neither parents nor children were injured.”

“What’s possessions, Mommy?” asked 
Mary.

“Possessions are the things we own—our 
toys, furniture, and everything in our home. 
Shhhh, Mary,” said her mother.

The announcer continued, “Anyone hav
ing clothing or food or furniture to share 
with the family is asked to bring it as soon 
as possible to our radio station. Thank you.”

“Oh, I feel so sorry for those people,” 
said Mommy.

“Did he mean they don’t have anything

INDIANS IN A DEEP 
CANYON*

By Enola Chamberlin

Deep in the Grand Canyon country of 
Arizona lives a tribe of Indians called the 
Havasupai. Havasu means blue, and pai 
means people. These “Blue People,” con
tent with their way of life, exist much as 
they did when the white man found them.

Havasu Canyon is more of a small valley 
than a canyon. Cataract Creek has blue wa
ter, from which the Indians take their 
name. The water plunges one hundred feet 
down into the canyon with a thunderous 
roar. It then twists and winds across the 
one hundred acres of more or less flat land 
until it comes to the lower end. There, at 
Mooney Falls, it plummets with another 
thunderous roar two hundred feet down to 

now?” asked Mary. “Could we take them 
some things from our house?”

“Yes, Mary, I would like to do that. Do 
you have some toys you’d like to share?”

Mary smiled, “Oh, yes! I could give 
them my clown game. And maybe they have 
a girl who would like some of my dresses 
or sweaters.”

Mommy and Mary packed a box with 
clothes, towels, and a blanket. Mary brought 
some toys for the children.

When Daddy came home for lunch, the 
box was ready to go. He took it to the 
radio station on his way back to work.

“I feel good inside,” said Mary. “Those 
things will help the people who had the 
fire.”

“I feel good inside, too, Mary,” smiled 
Mommy. “I’m sure God is glad to see you 
so happy because you shared your things 
with others.” 

rush on to join the Colorado River.
On its way from Cataract Falls to Moon

ey Falls, the creek irrigates the land on 
which the Indians grow the produce they 
live on. Fruits grow there: peaches, nectar
ines, apricots, and figs. Vegetables of all 
kinds also grow there. The Indians dry the 
surplus food and store it for winter use.

The women of the tribe weave baskets. 
The men make articles of buckskin. These 
they trade to the Navajos for blankets and 
wool. When possible, they sell to white peo
ple for cash to buy what they cannot raise.

Even before Christianity came to the 
Havasupai, they were a friendly race. They 
treat their children especially with great 
gentleness, believing that harsh words or 
punishment shrivel a child’s soul. The chil
dren reflect this tenderness in their happi
ness and their carefree play.

In winter the sheer canyon walls shut 
out the sun from the willow-brush shelters 
for all but an hour or so each day. Then 
the entire tribe get their belongings to
gether. Slowly riding their surefooted In
dian ponies, they climb a steep, narrow, 
winding trail to Tecoba Hilltop, fourteen 
miles away.

While the winter sweeps around them, 
they live in the dense cedar thickets on the 
high mesa. Snow falls, winds blow, but 
there is plenty of fuel for warmth. There 
are pinon nuts to roast. There are dried 
fruits and corn from the summer.

Antelope, deer, mountain sheep, and 
rabbits abound. These are used for food 
and skins. There are dreams of spring when 
longer, warmer days will allow them to 
creep down the cliff-hanging trail to the 
joys of their beloved valley with its blue 
stream and green fields.

This long, treacherous trail, the only 
way into the valley, has kept these Indians 
from having many visitors. It is because 
of this trail and the sheer three-thousand- 
foot cliffs that tower over their home that 
Christianity was so long in coming to these 
people. One day a bishop literally took the 
plunge. Sitting astride one of the small 
ponies, he wound his way along where 
sometimes he could look straight down 
thousands of feet.

The trip was not in vain. Seven adults 
and three children were converted to the 
Christian faith. It was not long until the 
tribe wanted a church and sent out word 
to that effect.

Had this request come in early days, it 
could not have been met. The trail was too 
narrow, its turns too short, for material to 
be taken along it. Three thousand feet is 
too far for anything to be let down on 
ropes.

A helicopter solved the problem. It took 
off from the canyon rim, where supplies 
had been delivered by truck. It dropped 
down, down with its cargo for a Quonset
hut chapel.

The helicopter made many trips while the 
Indians stood around, eagerly watching. 
The project was climaxed by the flying in 
of the huge cross for the chapel’s roof.
♦(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved)

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 

Call 292-4029 or Write 
Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 

P. O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202

OLD BIBLES 
. beautifully . rebound . .

in Fabrikoid or Genuine Leather, name stamped 
in gold free. Also, religious pamphlets and 
magazines bound in flat opening permanent 
books. Send books for free estimate to Specialty 
Binding Co., P. O. Box 1208, Tupelo, Miss.
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QiA§to 
pi£§etve tip 

gapctity of Gtyfstmas
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT RELIGIOUS WORK OF THE YEAR! 
The Neyv Testament from 26 Translations—new to give you instant 
access to the complete King James Version plus the most significant 
alternate renderings from 25 other translations. Save $2.55 on intro
ductory offer. Order before Dec. 31, 1967 at only $9.95 per copy. 
Beginning Jan. 1 regularly priced at $12.50.

MEMBER OF THE FAMILY—The Clearblack KJV Reference Bible 
with Concordance ... an exceptionally handsome yet uncommonly 
inexpensive Bible with features seldom found in any but the most 
costly volumes. Includes concordance, 624 pages of helps, center 
column references, full-color maps, plus many other features. From $9.95

*

BIBLETHE

EASY READING FOR ANY EYES—Imperial Pica Text Bibles with 
extra-large type for public reading and those with declining eyesight. 
Features headbands, full-color maps, ribbon marker, presentation page 
and family record with black and gold marriage certificates. From $8.50

INTENDED!
THAT GIVES THE MEANING THE AUTHORS
The Amplified Bible—unlike any other Bible you’ve

ever read. Provides additional words and phrases which clarify the 
meaning of Holy Scripture as intended by the original authors. From $9.95

REALLY TWO BOOKS IN ONE! The New Encyclopedic Reference 
Bible, a complete KJV Bible and Bible study course—now with Trans
Vision® Map Systems of The Journeys of St. Paul and of The Sacred 
Lands. Features 300-page cyclopedic index, center column references, 
detailed introductions to every book of the Bible, plus many other
valuable helps. From $19.95

from your Baptist Book Store
ZONDERVAN ♦
BIBLES ARE LIFETIME GUARANTEED I?!

ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE • GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 49506
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