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Devotional

ARE LAYMEN REALLY 
IMPORTANT?

By Deryl Watson, First Church, Gleason

I have asked the question of myself many 
times, are laymen really important in the 
plan of God? Or are they just good for 
ushers that don’t “ush,” committees that 
don’t commit, deacons that don’t “deak,” 
leaders that don’t lead. I have always con-
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“Schools Of Missions” Now 
“World Missions Conferences”

ATLANTA (BP)—Along with the new 
year 1968, a 38-year-old denominational 
ministry, Schools of Missions gets a new 
image in January.

Effective Jan. 1, 1968, Schools of Mis
sions become World Missions Conferences, 
emphasizing a program outline that was 
introduced about two years ago.

Since 1929, the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, the Home Mission Board 
and state conventions have sponsored 
Schools of Missions for the mission educa
tion of total church memberships.

According to Kenneth Day, secretary of 
the Home Mission Board’s department of 
missionary education, a total of 1,233,054 
persons have attended a reported 133 
Schools of Missions programs in 1967. Dur
ing these meetings, 453 persons made pro
fessions of faith. Reports have not been 
received from another scheduled 16 schools.

“There has been a growing feeling for 
about the last five years that a name change 
was needed for this popular mission empha
sis,” Day said.

Since 1943 about 25 million persons have 
attended some 3,500 associational programs. 
In these meetings, about 10,000 persons 
made professions of faith and another 
30,000 volunteered for missionary service.

In 1966, a committee was appointed at 
the annual meeting of the state directors of

eluded, yes, they are important. Why?
I. Because the success or failure of 

Christ’s Kingdom depends upon laymen. He 
staked His all on a man who worked for the 
Internal Revenue Service of Rome (Mat
thew), a cursing fisherman (Peter), a mur
derer (Simon Zealotes), a doctor (Luke). 
Upon men such as those and others rested 
the success or failure of the Kingdom in the 
first century. The plan has not changed, 
laymen are still important. The success of 
the Kingdom in the hearts of men is still 
based on men who are professional people, 
who are government workers, yes, even 
murderers and commercial fisherman; all 
who have been changed by Jesus Christ.

II. Because Christ based the success or 
failure of the church on laymen. Again the 
New Testament reminds us that the success 
of the church in the world is dependent 
upon the response of lay people to the in
dwelling Spirit of Jesus Christ. It was so at 
Jerusalem (Acts 2), at Corinth (Acts 18), 
all over the New Testament world. It’s so 
today.

Preachers are called, they are sent, they 
must be heard. However, the Kingdom, the 
church, the preacher are all shackled unless 
the laymen provide the key of Jesus Christ 
which sets men free from sin, which sets 
the church on fire and which lets the preach
er preach.

Schools of Missions to study the possibility 
of a name change.

Harold Basden, associate secretary of the 
division of promotion for the Foreign Mis
sion Board, headed the committee.

State directors were unanimous in their 
endorsement of the new name and Woman’s 
Missionary Union and Brotherhood leader
ship (who jointly sponsor an annual World 
Missions Conference at Glorieta or Ridge
crest) supported the new name and said it 
would complement the larger conference.

Traditionally the program outline calls 
for messages by two foreign missionaries, 
two home missionaries and a state mission
ary as well as a visual feature and a steward
ship program.

The modified format which was intro
duced about two years ago provides for the 
same number and ratio of missionary speak
ers, but suggests the incorporation of visual 
aids and stewardship emphases within the 
missionary programs rather than as individ
ual highlights.

The modified format also plans for five 
services in one-half week in contrast to the 
traditional seven services in one week. Each 
plan encourages group study of current mis
sion books either before or after the mis
sions conference.

Day noted that of 159 World Missions 
Conferences already scheduled for 1968, 78 
plan to use the modified format. “Churches 
and missionaries are reporting favorable 
responses to this new plan, primarily be
cause it provides the same missions empha
sis in a shorter period of time,” Day said.

Heart Association To
Youths—‘Resolve Not

To Smoke’
NEW YORK (RNS)—The American 

Heart Association has proposed that the 
nation’s young people resolve in the New 
Year not to start smoking.

Claiming that the number of young cig
arette smokers is increasing at the rate of 
more than a million a year, the association 
pointed out that damage to the heart and 
lungs begins early among cigarette smokers.

“Before becoming addicted to cigarettes,” 
it warned, “the young person should know 
that a number of disorders—among them 
heart attack, stroke, hypertensive heart dis
ease, lung cancer, emphysema, chronic bron
chitis and peptic ulcer—are triggered or 
aggravated by cigarettes.”

The association said that the expense of 
the first ten years of smoking could be more 
than $3,000—“almost enough to finance one 
year of a college education.”
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Malaya Artist Says Life 
Influenced By SBC Agencies

By Patsy P. Whitten 
For the Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—Teh Kean Chong’s 
life in the United States today reflects the 
influence of three Southern Baptist Conven
tion agencies—the Foreign Mission Board, 
Radio and Television Commission, and Sun
day School Board.

In 1956 when young Kean Chong was 
15, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board sent missionary G. H. Clark to Ipoh, 
Malaya, to establish a Baptist church. 
Chong visited the church, liked what he 
saw and heard, and a year later joined the 
church.

Now, 10 years after becoming a Baptist, 
Chong is in the United States working as an 
artist for the Baptist Sunday School Board 
here.

Kean Chong—now using the name John 
given him as a little boy by an uncle—spent 
the summers of 1964 and 1965 in this coun
try working in camps sponsored by the 
Brotherhood department of the Georgia 
Baptist Convention.

A missionary friend told him about the 
Brotherhood camps and recommended him 
for the counselor’s job. John spent his 
school holidays working at odd jobs in 
restaurants, advertising firms, and elsewhere 
to earn passage to the United States. Once 
here, he did at camp “anything that needed 
to be done.”

At camp, John’s career received another 
boost when he heard about the work of the 
SBC Radio and Television Commission. His 
interest in graphic design led him to write 
the commission’s offices.

They suggested that he contact the art 
department of the Sunday School Board. A 
two-year correspondence with Herman F. 
Burns, managing art director, culminated 
with his beginning work at the board re
cently.

In the meantime, John had been study
ing at the Belfast College of Art in North
ern Ireland. After graduating from the 
Anderson School in 1959 he had worked 
as assistant manager of sales and advertis
ing for Tithes Ltd., a company handling 
photographc equipment and supplies in 
Singapore.

A growing feeling that God was calling 
him to church-related work led him to en
roll in the Malaya Baptist Seminary in 
Penang in 1961.

After two years at the Malaya Seminary, 
John knew he should not enter the pastor
ate, but was to use his talents and influences

Mrs. Ford Retires 
After 37 Years

NASHVILLE (BP)—Mrs. Agnes G. 
Ford, assistant for special projects in the 
Sunday School Board’s office of public rela
tions, since Jan. 1, 1967, retired Dec. 31, 
after serving the board more than 37 years.

Various duties Mrs. Ford has had at the 
board include several areas in sales and ad
vertising; general assistant to the business 
manager and press representative, a job 
which she filled for 12 years.

A native of Carthage, Tenn., Mrs. Ford 
has bachelor of arts and master of arts de
grees in English from George Peabody Col
lege, Nashville.

In 1963 Mrs. Ford was selected as one of 
five outstanding career women of the year 
by the Davidson County (Tennessee) Busi
ness and Professional Women’s Club of 
Nashville. This citation is granted to 
“women who exemplify ‘Leadership—A Di
mension in Democracy.’ ” 

as a layman in helping to spread the gospel. 
He decided to leave Malaya and go to Bel
fast where an older brother was already in 
school.

Last June, John received his diploma in 
art and design from the Belfast College of 
Art. He took the examinations of the So
ciety of Typographic Designers, and of the 
Society of Industrial Arts and Designers 
and sent the board samples of his work. He 
has been accepted for membership by both 
British groups. The Society of Industrial 
Arts and Designers notified him of his ac
ceptance after he came to the United 
States.

While in Belfast, John worked as a 
graphic designer for Ulster Television, and 
for a building design partnership.

At the Sunday School Board he does edi
torial designs, cover designs, magazine lay
outs, layouts for folders, pamphlets, etc. The 
section of the art department to which he is 
assigned works on 25 publications, includ
ing “The Training Union Magazine” and 
the “Church Administration” magazine.

From Opoh, to Belfast, to Nashville—a 
journey of 13,500 miles—is the story of 
John Teh’s life from school boy to artist. 
Whether Nashville will be another stopover, 
or is his destination, John does not know.

But he does know his future is still being 
shaped by the role of Southern Baptist Con
vention agencies and their personnel in his 
life.

Mrs. Whitten writes for the public relations 
office of the Baptist Sunday School Board.

It is not enough merely to exist. It’s not 
enough to say, “I’m earning enough to 
live and to support my family. I do my 
work well. I’m a good churchman.” You 
must give some time to your fellowman. 
Even if it’s a little thing, do something 
for those who have need of a man’s help, 
something for which you get no pay but 
the privilege of doing it. For remember, 
you don’t live in a world all your own. 
Your brothers are here too.—Albert 
Schweitzer.

A poor education is immensely expensive to 
the individual who achieves it, and to the 
country that must depend on him later.— 
Sarah C. Caldwell, Indiana Teacher.

If life is learning and I think it is, and our 
object is to become a community of 
learning together, education ought to con
tinue throughout life. Here is the great 
educational opportunity and obligation of 
the next generation. The education of 
adults is not only indispensable to con
tinuing expansion and improvement of 
the dialogue, but is also an answer to the 
question of what we are going to do with 
ourselves if we survive.—Dr. Robert M. 
Hutchins, “Liberal Studies in Continuing 
Education,” Nard Journal.

Learn by experience—other people’s if you 
are smart—Illinois Jnl of Education.

Suppose a man were traveling a dirt road by 
car to see his dying mother; he would 
naturally pray for dry weather. Suppose 
some farmers in a nearby church were 
praying for rain. What could God do? 
It would be a chaotic world if men’s 
prayers could change God’s immutable 
laws. Prayer does not move the arm of 
God; rather it enables the arm of God 
to move us. Prayer’s greatest results are 
not in the realm of nature, but in the 
realm of human nature.—Gaston Foote 
in Living in Four Dimensions (Flemming 
H. Revell Company)
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EOITORIAIS.............
A Tip of the Hat to Students

To those who have the idea today’s young people 
are made up only of beatnicks, hippies, demonstrators 
and draftcard burners—you are wrong! Take for ex
ample the students at Louisville’s Kentucky Southern 
College. They made a protest demonstration, it is true. 
But how different! They determined to keep their 
school alive. Kentucky Southern was about to be 
merged and swallowed up by the University of Louis
ville, due to financial troubles. The trustees had so 
voted.

It looked like Kentucky Southern would be no more 
in a few weeks. Apparently everybody thought so. 
Everybody, but the students! Out of love for their 
school they began “Project S.O.S.”—Save Our School. 
They were amateurs. But they were determined. They 
organized a fund-raising drive, staging telethons for 
more than 100 hours. They typed thousands of letters 
to foundations, professional people, corporations, busi
nesses—anyone who might make a contribution. They 
got on the phone, calling Rockefeller and Ford foun
dations, among others. One student had a $150 tele-

Many Youth Today Want God's Will

phone bill to prove his efforts. Students appeared on 
radio and television to tell what the school meant to 
them.

And things began to happen. Impressed by the stu
dents’ spirit the faculty voted to freeze salaries and cut 
back expenses. One trustee donated a large sum. Con
tributions came in. In 25 days over $1,300,000 was 
raised—enough to keep the school alive for two more 
years. Merger negotiations were suspended.

We salute today’s college students. Many realize 
they have something worth saving in their school. 
Many are willing to confront and conquer any obstacle 
to make their alma mater survive. We are made proud 
by those on the faculty, and administration too, in our 
Baptist schools who share a spirit making education 
Christian and calling forth the best in students en
trusted to them.

Can The Christian Refuse To Give?
Can one be a Christian and refuse to give time, 

talent, and money to advance the Kingdom of God? 
Can one refuse to give and attain any moral develop
ment? This question goes to the root of fife. It deals 
with the primal fact of human selfishness. Selfishness 
is the mother of other sins. So long as others are in 
want, our selfishness refusing to give to alleviate their 
need, as we can do so, is a serious matter indicative of 

v a wrong relationship to God.
Giving is a definite moral responsibility. The Chris

tian needs to give to be Christian. The Christian needs 
to keep giving to be more thoroughly Christian. He 
becomes more like Christ only as he willingly gives. 
Money is not the root of all evil. But the love of money 
is the root of all kinds of evil. So it is necessary for 
Christians to practice Christian stewardship, not sim
ply to support the church with its mission and bene
volent enterprises, but to avoid the snare of loving 
money, and to express the nature of new life within.

Bibles For Popular Use in Russia
For the first time since the Communist revolution 

in 1917 a complete edition of the Bible in Russian for 
popular use is being published in Russia. This was 
made known while the Metropolitan of Leningrad
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

(Ninth in a Series)

The Church:
Gathered and Scattered

By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

The contemporary church has many crit
ics. Some of its critics speak from within 
the church; others from without. Some are 
sympathetic and constructive; others are 
cynical, sarcastic, and destructive. Whatever 
the source or the spirit of the criticism, it 
will be wise for church leaders to evaluate 
objectively every criticism.

Many critics of the institutional church 
correctly suggest that it is too exclusively 
concerned about itself: its buildings, its or
ganization, its program, its prestige in the 
world.

They contend that the church is in the 
world to serve. Some of them insist that to 
serve the world most effectively, the church 
must be a scattered rather than a gathered 
church.

In reality, the church needs to be and is 
both a gathered and a scattered church. The 
effectiveness of its ministry in and to the 
world will depend on how well it keeps in 
balance these two aspects of its life: gath
ered from the world and in turn scattered 
in and for the world.

This means, among other things, that 
there still may be an important place for the 
so-called institutionalized church so fre
quently ridiculed by its critics.

The church, as the people of God, is first 
gathered by the Lord from the world and 
separated unto him and his purposes. We, 
through our efforts, may add names to the 
rolls of our churches but God alone can 
add them to the church. We are to be a 
holy people, dedicated to his purposes in the 
world.

The church is not only composed of 
those who have been gathered by the Lord, 
its members should also periodically be 
gathered together for the Lord.

We should come together for fellowship 
with one another and with the Lord. We

Jnietpietation . By Herschel H. Hobbs

The Sword of the Spirit
(Tenth in Series on Christian Warfare)

“And the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God”—Eph. 6:17b.

Once a soldier was fully dressed (Eph. 
6:14-17a), with his free right hand he took 
up, grasped, or received his sword. This act 
is seen by relating “take” to “sword.” The 
“sword” is the only offensive weapon listed, 
the other items being for defence. To wield 
the sword is the purpose of the entire matter. 
This is also true of the Christian soldier.

He is to “receive . . . the sword of the 
Spirit.” It is the weapon provided by the 
Holy Spirit and which is to be used in His 
power. The sword as all other of the armor 
is provided by the Commander. But the 
soldier is to receive it to himself for use.

Paul identifies this sword as “the word 
of God.” The “word” here renders rema 
which means the preached “word.” This is 
more than the written word. It is the word 
proclaimed or the gospel. As noted above 
it is not a defensive but an offensive wea
pon. Paul called the “gospel of Christ . . .

need to be instructed in the Word and work 
of the Lord. We need to join together in 
the worship of the Lord. Many church mem
bers should heed the admonition of the 
writer of Hebrews that we should not for
sake the assembling of ourselves together.

It is the very nature of the church to be 
a scattered as well as a gathered church. 
The church is wherever we its members are 
on Monday through Saturday as well as on 
Sunday. We are our church where we live, 
work and play as well as where we worship.

In other words, all we need to do to make 
a greater impact for God on the world is 
for us to recognize that we are the scattered 
church and then to live a more consistent 
Christian life in the world.

It is possible that too many of us have 
considered what we do on Sunday and 
within the walls of our church building as 

the power of God” (Rom. 1:16). In Hebrews 
4:12 the “word [logos] of God” is described 
as “powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword.” The rema (word) is the logos 
proclaimed or used.

One is reminded of Jesus’ use of the 
scripture to defeat Satan in His wilderness 
temptations (Matt. 4:4,7,10). In Matthew 
4:7 “every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God,” word renders rema the 
Greek word used in Ephesians 6:17b. So as 
Jesus stood in face-to-face, hand-to-hand 
combat with Satan He also used this “sword 
of the Spirit.” The utter defeat of Satan 
there is the promise of victory to every 
soldier of Christ who likewise uses it.

Thus the gospel of Christ proclaimed is 
the Christian soldier’s most effective weapon 
against the rulers, tyrants, world powers of 
darkness, and the spiritual wickedness be
hind all world evil. Happy is the Christian 
who receives and uses it.

our total or at least our most significant 
service for the Lord. We should remember 
that our God is not only the God of Sunday 
and the sanctuary; he is also the God of 
Monday and the work-a-day world.

Let us never forget, however, that we 
should gather regularly with fellow church 
members. Our inner spiritual resources need 
to be renewed. We need a deepened sense of 
the presence of the Lord and a renewed 
dedication to his work in the church and in 
the world.

We can sum up by saying that we as a 
church have been gathered from the world 
by the Lord and in turn we are scattered by 
him to do his work in the world.

For the most effective ministry in and to 
the world, we will need to maintain in our 
lives a constant interplay of gathering and 
scattering.

was in New York in an address to the American Bible 
Society. His visit had been arranged by the Church of 
the Brethren, who recently had a delegation to visit 
the Soviet Union. The Russian church official said the 
Bibles (printed from a text already available, not a 
new translation) were being issued in late December.

Officials of the American Bible Society presented 
the visiting Russian churchman with several copies of 
the Bible and also made a gift of 25,000 copies of the

Gospel of Luke to Patriarch Alexi, the 90-year-old 
head of the Russian church. These Gospels were 
presented as “a gift from the 66 million American 
Christians who support The Bible Society through their 
denominational and personal gifts.” As the gift was 
made it was declared “this gift is offered as a real 
solution to the problem of world peace.” There are 
very few Bibles in Russia. And too few being studiously 
followed in the USA.
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Tennessee Topics
Hanging Limb Church, Riverside Asso

ciation, called Frank Phipps of Monterey as 
pastor.

Hulen Mission of First Church, Erwin, 
was led in a weekend revival by Rudy 
Belton, evangelist; Sam Crowell, song lead
er; Carol Youmans, pianist, all from Car
son-Newman College. John H. McDaniel is 
pastor.

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
has again been selected as one of the pri
vately-financed colleges in the United States 
to receive unrestricted grants under the Aid- 
to-Education Program of Texaco, Inc., it 
has announced by Dr. Harley Fite, Presi
dent of C-N. The grant of $1,500 awarded 
for the 1967-68 academic year is the fifth 
such grant awarded to C-N by Texaco. C-N 
is one of more than 250 colleges and uni
versities included in Texaco’s program of 
educational support. In addition to provid
ing direct financial support to 150 privately- 
financed schools, the program includes 
scholarship and fellowship assistance to 90 
educational institutions, both private and 
tax supported.

Aaron Mathis, Jr. was ordained to the 
ministry at Northside Church, Milan, Dec. 
3. Mathis is pastoring New Prospect Church 
in Weakley County.

Charles Livengood resigned as pastor of 
First Church, Linden, effective Jan. 10. He 
has gone to be pastor of Holland Baptist 
Chapel, Holland, Mich. It is a mission of 
Hunnington Woods Baptist Church in 
Wyoming, Mich, and the only Southern 
Baptist work in Holland, a town of about 
20,000 population. While at Linden the 
church added 20 by baptism and about 15 
by letter. The auditorium was redecorated, 
new pews and pulpit furniture, carpet and 
central heating installed. Mrs. Livengood is 
the former Lucille Hulen of Savannah.

Hardeman Association—Billy Jacobs, pas
tor of Piney Grove Church, and Miss 
Raylene Taylor, Route 2. Bolivar, were mar
ried recently and are making their home at 
114 Hoby Street, Bolivar. Walnut Grove’s 
new pastor, Albert H. Daniel and his wife 
have moved into the pastorium on the 
church field. Rex L. Smith accepted the call 
to Battle Creek Church, Springfield. Floyd 
Cates is serving as interim pastor at Parran’s 
Chapel.

Arrington Chapel, a mission of Tusculum 
Hills Church, Nashville, recently held dedi
cation services. J. B. Maupin is mission pas
tor and Wm. Swafford, Tusculum Hills, pas
tor.

Rev. and Mrs. William L. Morgan, mis
sionaries to Brazil, expected to return to the 
States on Dec. 19 for a four-month furlough 
(address: 4699 Chancellor Cove, Memphis, 
Tenn. 38118). Born in Drew, Miss., he 
grew up in Memphis; she, the former Noreta 
Smith, was born and reared in Memphis. 
He was pastor of Southland Church, Mem
phis, at the time of their missionary appoint
ment in 1964.

Cumberland Association—Hillcrest 
Church ordained Bryan Edgin and Don 
Estes as deacons. John P. Humphrey is pas
tor. H. A. Hamby was honored by Spring 
Creek Church which is establishing a library 
to be named Hamby Library. He was a 
former pastor for 26 years and now serves 
as pastor emeritus. James A. Williams is 
present pastor. Cross Creek Church or
dained Bobby Wolfe and Eugene Wolfe as 
deacons. First services were conducted Dec. 
17 in the newly completed Parkview Church 
located on Dunbar Cave Road. Seating 
capacity for the new sanctuary is 225. The 
church property, including land and build
ings is valued at $75,000. A. I. Slate served 
as chairman of the building committee. 
Norton Burke is pastor. Parkview was 
formerly Fellowship Church.

Jim Christian, Frank Steil, and Bert En
sley were ordained deacons Dec. 3, by Cal
vary Church, Chattanooga whose pastor is 
Earl A. Jones. Pastor Bill Hazelwood of 
East Brainerd Church led the questioning 
of the candidates and Hamilton County As
sociation Superintendent J. V. James de
livered the ordination message.

Hilldale Church, Clarksville, was led in 
revival services by Jerry A. Songer, pastor 
of Westwood Church, Cleveland. Visible re
sults were 86 decisions, 42 additions and 
one surrendered to the ministry. Ray Sadler 
is pastor.

Tennessee Baptist Foundation

Provides 
a way to practice a 

Full Stewardship

Make A Gift 

Establish A Trust 

Prepare A Christian Will 

for information contact 
HENRY J. HUEY 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
1812 Belmont Boulevard 

Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Parkway Church, Madison, ordained
Nicholas F. Martin as a deacon. John W.
Tresch, Jr. is pastor.

Preparations for an Area Crusade for 
Christ, sponsored by McMinn Baptist As
sociation, July 19-28, at McMinn Central 
High Gym are being made by 14 commit
tees. Jack Edmonds of the Home Mission 
Board is the crusade director. Eual Lawson 
will be the evangelist and Eddy Nicholson, 
music director. Bob Peek, pastor of East 
Athens Church, and Jack Ingram, layman 
from North Etowah Church, are co-chair
men of the crusade.

Henry I. Sweeden was ordained to the 
ministry at Edgemont Church, New Duck 
River Association. Sweeden began his active 
pastorate at Mt. Lebanon Church, Dec. 24.

Ronald Sorah, pastor of Howe’s Chapel, 
Holston Valley Association, becomes pastor 
of Vernon Heights Church, Kingsport.

Mr. and Mrs. J. William Geiger, Jr., mis
sionaries to Chile, are now living in Con- • 
cepcion (address: Casilla 1417, Concepcion, 
Chile). He is a native of Miami, Fla.; she 
is the former Mary Jo Shelton, of Memphis. 
At the time of their missionary appointment 
in 1966 he was minister of education for 
North Jacksonville Church, Fla.

The Ray E. Sheltons, missionaries, sailed 
for Uruguay Nov. 17, after a year of fur
lough in the States. They may be addressed 
at Carlos Maria de Pena 4309, Montevideo, 
Uruguay. Born in Cowan, Tenn., he lived 
there and in Coalmont, Tenn., during child
hood: she, the former Mary McKee, was 
born in Decatur, Ga., and lived in the At
lanta and Forsyth, Ga., areas while growing 
up. He was pastor of First Church, Tracy 
City, Tenn., when they were appointed 
missionaries in 1949.

New Union Church, Hardeman Associa
tion, gave Pastor Jack Carver a pounding 
and the Sunday school gave him a special 
Love offering Dec. 24.
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Walshes Give Additional 
Funds To Southwestern

FORT WORTH (BP)—For the second 
time in four months Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Howard Walsh have made a $20,000 gift 
to Southwestern Seminary.

The two recent gifts have been ear
marked for use in the construction of a new 
seminary clinic and medical center, de
signed to carb for the medical and dental 
needs of seminary families.

Construction on the new center is ex
pected to begin during the current school 
year, according to President Robert E. 
Naylor. Included in the facility will be a 
complete laboratory, pharmacy, office, liv
ing quarters for a nurse, and several examin
ing rooms.

Walsh, a member of the board of trustees 
for the seminary since 1963, is chairman of 
the trustees’ building and grounds commit
tee. The Walshes have made frequent gifts 
to the seminary.

Aproximately one hundred people have 
made contributions, large and small, de
signated to this medical facility, according 
to the seminary’s development office.

ON TO SWITZERLAND! The Baylor University Golden Wave Band spells out the initials of 
the Baptist Youth World Conference to be held in Berne, Switzerland, July 22-28, 1968. Fifty 
members of the band will accompany the 1,000 voice Conference choir. (BP) Photo

Mississippi Pastor Gets 
Award For Race Relations

BROOKHAVEN, Miss. (BP)—The pas
tor of the First Baptist Church here, Bob 
N. Ramsey, has been presented an award by 
the Brookhaven-Lincoln County Chamber 
of Commerce in recognition of Ramsey’s 
role in bringing about better understanding 
between white and Negro races in the com
munity.

The award was presented by Chamber of 
Commerce President J. V. Phillips at a 
dinner meeting attended by 300 business and 
professional people.

The citation tells of Ramsay’s learning 
that “forces had gathered in antagonistic 
centers, and that a clash of these (Negro and 
white) forces threatened the well-being of 
his community.”

Continuing, the citation said that “be
cause of his deep personal concern for 
people,” he walked, uninvited into the meet
ing of men “who were seeking to under
stand each other, but with little success.

“He talked and his voice was heard,” the 
citation said. “When he finished he had 
committed himself to a task—a task not yet 
finished and one that perhaps has no end
ing.

“The task to him reduces itself to people 
and to these people he has imparted some
thing of himself. Because of him there are 
more who are conscious of what they had 
forgotten. They remember to look for that 
some good that is in every man,” the cita
tion said.

The Baptist Record, official publication

Accident Kills Two Church Leaders
Miss Helen Gardner, 64, activities direc

tor for Highland Heights Church, Memphis, 
was killed Friday night, Dec. 29, when her 
car skidded on gravel and plunged down an 
embankment 15 miles north of Holly 
Springs, Miss.

A passenger with her, Miss Kathleen 
Aycock, director of children’s work, First 
Church, Houston, Tex., died Sunday night, 
Dec. 31, in Baptist Memorial Hospital.

The two women were returning from 
Atlanta, where they had been visiting 
friends.

Miss Gardner was born in Gardner, 
Tenn., and went to Memphis in 1941. She 
was director of activities and assistant to 
Dr. Robert G. Lee at Bellevue Church for 
17 years. She went to Decatur, Ga., where 
she did religious education work, and re
turned to Memphis five years ago as direc
tor of activities at Highland Heights Church.

In tribute to Miss Gardner, Pastor J.

of the Mississippi Baptist Convention quoted 
sources in Brookhaven as saying that sub
stantial progress in race relations has been 
made in the community.

The foundation for this progress largely 
has been through the formation and the 
work of a Biracial Committee on Communi
cations of which Ramsay is chairman, the 
Baptist Record said.

Ramsay is the first minister to receive the 
award from the local Chamber of Com
merce, which has presented the award 
annually for the past eight years.

Ralph McIntyre of Brainerd Church, Chat
tanooga, who served with her on the staff at 
Bellevue Church, termed her:

“A dean among educational directors, she 
formulated many plans and originated many 
concepts that became established education
al procedures in Sunday schools and Train
ing Unions in our convention.

“She loved the good life. She was a happy 
spirit who made others happy. She loved 
her Lord passionately and served Him well. 
While a tragedy has snuffed her life out, her 
influence will live on in the lives of those of 
us who knew and loved her and in the 
lives of countless others who are the bene
ficiaries of her labors in Sunday school and 
Training Union work.”

Miss Aycock served as a field worker in 
the Sunday school department of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention from Nov. 1, 
1956 until Aug. 30, 1957, when she ac
cepted a position on the staff of First 
Church, Decatur, Ga.

Funeral services for Miss Aycock were 
held at First Church, Gordon, Ga., Jan. 3. 
She is survived by her father, Benjamin H. 
Aycock, Gordon, Ga.; and three brothers 
and eight sisters.
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1968 STATE EVANGELIST] 
JANUARY 2;

BELMONT HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH .

ofkeme: eemtng
MONDAY AFTERNOON, JANUARY 22

Belmont Heights Baptist Church
Theme: “The Ministry of the Church”
2:00 Song Service............... Frank G. Charton 
2:10 Bible Study ........ . .Paul A. Meigs
2:30 “Intercessory Prayer” . W. Fred Kendall 
3:00 Announcements
3:10 Song
3:15 Panel Discussion:

“The Pastor and Personal Witness” ......
James D. Hopkins 

“Planning and Giving an Evangelistic Invita
tion” ...............................A. Bruce Coyle
“What To Preach In Revivals” ...............

Howard S. Kolb
3:55 Special Music
4:05 “The Motive of Our Ministry” ...............

James McCluskey 
Benediction

MONDAY EVENING, JANUARY 22
Belmont Heights Baptist Church

Theme: “The Mission of the Church”

7:00 Song Service v Frank G. Charton 
7:10 Bible Study . Paul A. Meigs
7:30 “The Cutting Edge of the Church”

C. E. Autrey 
8:00 Song

8:05 Testimony............. John P. S. I
8:20 Special Music
8:30 “Ministering to the Last and Leas

W. A
Benediction

TUESDAY MORNING, JANUARY 2
Belmont Heights Baptist Churc

Theme: “Ministering In The 1969 Crusac 
Americas”

9:00 Song Service ............. Frank G
9:10 Bible Study .................... Paul
9:30 “The Preparation” . . . F. I

10:00 Announcements
10:05 Song
10:10 “The Performance”............C.
10:40 “Pray For the Crusade of the

Together” .................William
11:00 Special Music
11:15 “The Urgency of the Hour” ...

' W. A
Benediction

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JANUARY

Belmont Heights Baptist Churcl

Theme: “The Master and The Church” 

1:30 Song Service Frank G.
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: CONFERENCE 
23
IASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

KENDALL HARRIS

W. A. Criswell

phrey 1:40 Bible Study...................... Paul A. Meigs

swell

2:00 “The Master and Evangelism”............
William 1. Thomas

2:25 Announcements

f the

2:30 Song
2:35 “The Holy Spirit Presents Jesus Christ” ..

W. L. Baker
3:00 “Growing in Church Membership” ......

Philip B. Harris 
3:25 Song

arton
3:30 Special Music
3:40 “The Lordship of Christ” . .. C. E. Autrey

/leigs Benediction
owell

jtrey

TUESDAY EVENING, JANUARY 23

Belmont Heights Baptist Church
ricas Theme:: “The Ministry of the Holy Spirit and the
:hter Church”

swell
7:00 Song Service . Frank G. Charton
7:10 Bible Study . . . Paul A. Meigs
7:30 Recognition of Laymen Roy J. Gilleland
7:40 Song
7:45 “The Laymen and the Crusade of the Amer

icas” ....................... Owen Cooper
8:15 Special Music
8:30 “The Holy Spirit and the Christian” .

irton Benediction

COOPER CRISWELL

McCluskey thomas

MEIGS AUTREY BAKER
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Training Union Department
On Matters of

FAMILY LIVING
By Dr. B. David Edens, 

Director, Marriage and

Family Program

Stephens College

Columbia, Missouri 65201

Parents Who Lay 
Down The Law 
Raise Kids With 
High Self-Esteem

Kids with high self-esteem tend to come 
from homes with very strict parents, accord
ing to findings of a 7-year National Insti
tutes of Mental Health study conducted by 
Dr. Stanley Coopersmith, chairman of the 
dept, of psychology, Univ, of California at 
Davis.

What is more, the high self-esteem young
sters, who had great success socially and 
academically, generally liked and respected 
their positive parents.

The researcher tested 1,748 5th and 6th 
graders to find their degrees of self-esteem, 
then intensively studied 85 youngsters (mid
dleclass, white 10 to 12 year old boys) 
representing the 5 levels of self-esteem dis
covered through the tests.

It was found that youngsters with the 
highest self-esteem and the greatest social 
and scholastic success were more than twice 
as likely to have very strict parents than 
boys with low self-esteem. Eighty percent 
of the high self-esteemers said that their 
parents regarded meeting high standards 
more important than personal enjoyment, as 
compared to 40% of the low self-esteem 
group and 71% of the medium esteem 
youngsters.

The strict parents studied were scarcely 
the image of the unbending, ungiving, un
laughing adult the term “very strict” may 
bring to mind, however.

While the mothers tended to go along 
with the statement “Children are happier 
under strict training” and the belief that 
“Children who are held to firm rules grow 
up to be the best adults,” the strict parents 
used rewards more than punishment to in
fluence youngsters’ behavior. Their firm dis
cipline, effective more than 90% of the 
time, was found to be less degrading to 
children than the harsher punishment in
flicted by permissive parents who lost con
trol.

The mothers were sure of themselves, 
often held down enjoyable jobs, and had 
little need to live vicariously through their

1967 “M” Nights
Association Attendance

Alpha 86
Beulah 344
Big Emory 563
Carroll Benton 123
Central 151
Chilhowee 1502
Clinton 613
Concord 663
Crockett 109
Cumberland County 378
Cumberland Gap 92
Duck River 490
Dyer 390
Fayette 408
Giles 200
Hamilton 580
Hardeman 300
Hardin 80
Haywood 196
Holston 560
Jefferson 219
Knox 5125
Lawrence 470
Loudon 350
McNairy 88
Maury 96
New Duck River 228
Nolachucky 920
Polk 190
Robertson 252
Salem 167
Sequatchie Valley 134
Sevier 494
Shelby 1870
Stone 374 

children. They appeared to be happy wives, 
satisfied with their husbands’ effectiveness 
as fathers, who enjoyed raising children but 
did not idealize the role of mother.

The strict fathers had greater authority 
in the home than the fathers of boys with 
less self-esteem and were more interested 
in their sons. They were not harsh but firm; 
this did not seem to stop their sons from 
confiding in them.

Among strict parents, only 18% showed 
significant tension between mother and 
father, while half of the low-esteem families 
chronically argued and bickered.

“The strict parents granted their child 
more responsibility, listened to him more 
closely, even when he spoke of unimportant 
matters, knew virtually all of his friends, 
gave him a say in family plans and were 
able to tolerate sharp disagreements with 
him.”

Especially significant to Dr. Coopersmith 
was the fact that the confident, firm par
ents very early communicated to their chil
dren their expectation that the youngsters 
could and would do well. Self-esteem, it 
seems, “grows” into the child.

Sweetwater 85
Tennessee Valley 152
Truett 54
Union 235
Watauga 300
Weakley 115
Western District 401
William Carey 263
Wilson 560

Baptist Church Struggles 
With Debt,
Insolvency Charge

NEW ORLEANS (BP)—A federal judge 
here has appointed a conservator-receiver to 
manage the assets of Mid-City Baptist 
Church, which has been charged by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
with the sale of fraudulent church bonds.

The 4,700 member church, largest South
ern Baptist congregation in New Orleans, 
has been charged with insolvency, but it 
isn’t giving up. According to the pastor, J. 
Paul Driscoll, the members have faith that 
they can pull through the financial crisis.

Some of the members feel they have been 
“taken,” saying that many of their problems 
arose when two firms in Texas went into 
receivership while holding $4 million worth 
of church bonds intended to be used to fi
nance a high-rise apartment building and 
hotel.

The SEC said that the church has issued 
a total of $12 million in church bonds in a 
“Ponzi-type scheme” in which proceeds of 
one bond issue are used to make interest 
and principal payments on previous bond 
issues.

The church has present bond obligations 
of about $4.1 million in addition to its in
debtedness on bonds issued to the two Texas 
corporations now in receivership. Of the $4 
million held by these corporations, about $3 
million has since been recovered.

Federal District Judge James A. Comis
key has issued an injunction preventing the 
church from issuing any more bonds, and 
has appointed New Orleans Attorney John 
L. Toler as “conservator-receiver” to go 
over the church’s assets with a comprehen
sive audit and determine if the church is 
insolvent as charged.

The judge, in his ruling, granted the 
requests of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission but did not indicate that this 
was an admission of truth to any of its 
allegations.

The SEC injunction was against Mid-City 
Church, its pastor; Trinity Church Bonds, 
Inc., of Houston and its president, secre
tary, and regional representative who was

(Continued on page 12)
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Sunday School Department Named To Staff
Conference On Children’s Work ABILENE, Tex. (BP)—J. Ralph Grant, 

pastor of the 8,000-member First Church of

For Nursery and Beginner 
Teachers and Parents

All those who teach Nursery and Begin
ner children or have preschoolers at home 
will welcome a unique opportunity February 
12 and 13, at Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Memphis, when the Tennessee Sunday 
School Department will conduct a Confer
ence on Children’s Work.

Well-known leaders have been selected to 
lead age-group conferences in which em
phasis will be given to helping church work
ers and parents know how to work together 
in developing spiritual concepts in children 
from birth through Junior age.

Because of the significance of the very

AustinBourgeois

Howell Williams
early years, there will be three conferences 
for Nursery workers and parents. Mrs. 
Charles Ed Howell of Birmingham, Ala
bama, will meet with those who are inter
ested in teaching babies, creepers, and 
toddlers. Mrs. J. E. Morrow, Jr., will lead 
the conference for those who teach two- 
and three-year-olds. Mrs. Lyman Austin, 
formerly Superintendent of Nursery work, 
Kentucky Sunday School Department, pre
sently working in her church at Paducah, 
Kentucky, will lead a conference for Nur
sery coordinators, Nursery committee mem
bers, Parents, and general officers who are 
concerned about a church’s ministry through 
the Nursery.

Two Beginner conferences will be led by 
Mrs. O. J. Bourgeois of Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, and by Mrs. Maurice Williams 
of Birmingham, Alabama, co-author with 
her husband of the unit of study for Begin

ners, God’s Care in Spring and Summer.
On each of the two days the sessions will 

begin at 9:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 7:00 
p.m. The age-group sessions will be morn
ings and afternoons, concluding at 3:30 
p.m. During the evening session on Monday, 
February 12, we will be privileged to hear 
Mr. Ray Koonce, Professor at Carson-New
man College and author of the book, Grow
ing With Your Children, deal in his unique 
way with the characteristics and needs of 
preschool children as we find them in the 
home. Following this presentation, Mr. 
David Prewitt, Consultant in Family Life, 
Baptist Sunday School Board, will speak on 
what the church can do to help preschoolers 
and their parents.

Every church in Tennessee and in neigh
boring states, is urged to send as many 
Nursery and Beginner workers as possible 
to attend this significant conference. There 
will be provision for preschool children dur
ing all sessions.

Lubbock for 20 years, assumed duties Dec. 
20 as assistant vice president for develop
ment at Hardin-Simmons University here.

Grant will continue to reside in Lubbock 
and will be headquartered in the citizens’ 
tower.

He retired in 1966 as pastor of the large 
Lubbock congregation to accept an assign
ment with the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board to become the interim pastor 
of the Chofu Baptist Church, in Tokyo, 
Japan.

Children’s Record
Dr. Seuss presents “The Cat in the Hat 

Songbook.” This is RCA Camden CAL- 
1095, with 18 songs for beginning singers 
including fast, slow marching, showing-off, 
sad, glad songs, easy for young voices. 
There are songs to play and even songs “to 
learn arithmetic with.” The album was pro
duced by Fred Allen and Darol Rice. Eu
gene Poddany has produced the appropriate 
music.
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Christians Credited With Rights Gain
ATLANTA (BP)—Christian leaders actu

ally are gaining strength in the civil rights 
movement in spite of “Black Power” activ
ity, the president of the nation’s largest 
Negro Baptist group said here.

“Long before you heard the slogan of 
‘Black Power’ we (Negro Baptist leaders) 
had the slogan: ‘Let us go from progress to 
production,’ ” said J. H. Jackson of Chicago, 
president of the National Baptist Conven
tion U.S.A., Inc.

“I don’t believe you have to hate others 
in order to work for yourself,” Jackson said 
in a news conference here after meeting 
with Georgia Governor Lester Maddox.

“Even the Black Power groups are saying 
it now: you can’t just curse America; you 
must produce some things for yourself.”

The outspoken Baptist leader was in 
Atlanta to make plans for the September 
1968 annual meeting of the National Bap
tist group, which may draw as many as

Baptist Church
Struggles With Debt

(Continued from page 10)

bond director for Mid-City church, and 
Southland Church Contractors, Inc., of 
Houston and its president.

The SEC charged that the church, since 
1956, has issued three different bond series 
to pay off earlier bond issues of $1.3 mil
lion and $2 million when the earlier bonds’ 
graduated sinking fund payments became 
too high for the church to pay.

The allegation also charges that the 
church had issued $5 million in bonds to 
be used to construct a high-rise apartment 
house and hotel adjacent to the church, but 
these funds actually have never been used 
for that purpose.

The Paden Corp., of Cleburn, Tex., had 
been awarded the construction contract on 
the proposed apartment-hotel, and in a 
package deal, one of its subsidiaries, World 
Oil and Gas Corp, of Delaware with of
fices in Fort Worth, was to hold the bonds 
and finance the construction. But both went 
into receivership before much was done on 
the building except excavations and a little 
foundation work.

Theoretically the apartment-hotel would 
have provided enough revenue to pay off the 
sinking funds and mature bonds on all pre
vious issues. The original plan was for the 
church to construct a sanctuary or auditori
um on the ground level, and conduct an 

20,000 messengers to the city. The group’s 
national membership is 6.3 million.

Jackson met with Gov. Maddox and in
vited him to speak at the opening session 
of the convention. Maddox, an avowed 
segregationist, “agreed tacitly,” Jackson said, 
but could not confirm a decision at this 
time.

When asked by a news reporter if he 
agreed with Maddox that a man could be 
a segregationist and still not work against 
the Negro, Jackson replied:

“There is a difference between prejudice 
and preference. A man has a right of pre
ference—he can prefer certain people as 
friends, or prefer a certain school for his 
children.

“But when a man writes that preference 
into a law, then it becomes a prejudice that 
is a danger to the rights of others.”

Jackson said Maddox’s remark in his 
inaugural message in 1966 that he would be 

intense evangelistic campaign among the 
hotel-apartment tenants.

The church, which reported about 335 
baptisms (conversions) last year, has em
phasized its evangelistic efforts. In 1966 it 
ranked third in baptisms in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, second in total prop
erty value, and third in missions giving.

According to the SEC, the church op
erates in addition to its regular church ac
tivities a kindergarten and nursery, an ele
mentary school, a high school, a bookstore, 
a print shop, a cafeteria, and a bus com
pany.

Driscoll said he was concerned that the 
publicity on the church might reflect on the 
entire Southern Baptist Convention, or un
dermine the confidence of other churches in 
some legitimate church bonds.

He attributed the church’s problems to 
“doing business with people who proved to 
be unreliable,” but did not indicate who 
these people were.

According to an article in The National 
Observer, “the prevailing opinion in govern
ment and religious circles is that Mr. Dris
coll is well-intentioned,” and is “primarily 
interested in saving souls.”

Driscoll told the Baptist Press that the 
church is, even in the midst of its financial 
woes, experiencing “a great revival.” Dur
ing the week the injunction was filed, a re
vival meeting at the church resulted in 200 
professions of faith.

“Our people are taking the financial trou
bles wonderfully well,” he said. “We all 
just hope and pray that the Lord will lead 
us out of this mess some way.” Driscoll said 
that he and many of the church members 

governor “of all the people” reflected an 
interest in unity.

“I believe all of us in America can solve 
all our problems with the Federal Constitu
tion, the American concept of freedom and 
the Bible,” he said.

In response to reporters’ questioning, 
Jackson declined to credit marches and de
monstrations by other Negro leaders such 
as Martin Luther King with civil rights 
legislation.

“The congressional record shows that 
thousands of other people were hitting Con
gress with petitions, letters and telegrams,” 
he said.

“The Supreme Court broke the ice, with 
cold, methodical law—not emotionalism.”

While in Atlanta, Jackson also met with 
Southern Baptist leaders in the city to invite 
their participation in the upcoming annual 
meeting.

have held numerous prayer meetings about 
the matter.

The conservator-receiver, Lawyer Toler, 
said however, that he feels Driscoll is a 
perennial optimist. “He thinks they can just 
pray and everything will be solved. Prayer 
will help,” he conceded, “but it is going to 
take a lot of elbow grease too.”

The church, Driscoll says, is working on 
it as well as praying. Eight of the church 
members who are accountants are donating 
their time to the receiver to conduct the 
audit.

Driscoll has sent a letter to all church 
members, numerous friends, and parents of 
all school children pleading for contribu
tions. Tuition at the school will probably be 
increased.

The church needs $175,000 for its next 
sinking fund payment on Jan. 1, 1968. The 
SEC didn’t think the church would make it 
when it issued the injunction. The last sink
ing fund payment was paid with a $175,000 
loan which is due in December.

Driscoll said in the letter that church 
members and friends are helping. Several 
will give $1,000 to $5,000, he said. One 
woman gave her two diamond rings, another 
her engagement ring.

Driscoll, who founded the church in 
1943 at a barbershop, said that he and the 
members had worked hard for 25 years to 
build the church to what it is today. “On 
the first building, we dug the ditches our
selves,” he said.

“Now it looks like almost 25 years of 
hard work might be lost. But even if we 
have to dig ditches again and have to work 
25 more years, I’m convinced the Lord will 
see us through.”
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State Leaders Request
Study of Student Work

NASHVILLE (BP)—Baptist state execu
tive secretaries and student leaders have 
asked the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board to recommend a study of the South
ern Baptist Convention’s program of student 
work.

This request came following a joint meet
ing of the two groups called by James L. 
Sullivan, executive secretary of the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Opening the meeting Sullivan said, “There 
is a need for a definition of the program of 
student work. Student work has largely dealt 
with projects rather than a unified program.

“American college campuses will never 
be conquered by guerrilla warfare,” Sulli
van stated. “It must be done by mass blitz
ing—unified under one purpose.”

Participants in the meeting agreed that 
the program of Baptist student work on 
campuses across the nation needs to be 
defined and clarified. Approach, and pur
pose, and the organizational placement 
should be reviewed in an important depth 
study by a Southern Baptist Convention 
committee.

As a part of the discussion some of the 
leaders expressed a feeling that the student 
work program was “too bound by the 
present church program organizations.”

Answering this charge, W. L. Howse, 
director of the board’s education division, 
expressed his willingness for a convention 
study to determine the placement of the 
program, and added: “As long as the pro
gram of student work is assigned to the 
Sunday School Board, it will be related to 
the programs of the churches.”

The request of the state executive secre
taries and the state student leaders will be 
considered when the elected Sunday School 
Board meets January 29-30.

New SBC Training Union 
Name May Be Presented

NASHVILLE (BP)—A new name for 
Training Union will probably be requested 
when the elected Sunday School Board 
meets here January 29-30.

Philip B. Harris has announced that he 
. intends to propose a new name for the 

present Training Union organization at the 
elected board’s annual meeting.

Harris, secretary of the Sunday School 
Board’s Training Union department, made 
this announcement during the recent meet
ing of state Training Union secretaries and 
their associates.

Expanded concepts of training and the 
organization’s present role in the church 
have brought about study of the name. The 
present tasks of Training Union include new

Cooperative Plan For SBC
Promotion

NASHVILLE (BP)—A comprehensive 
plan through which Southern Baptist Con
vention agencies and Baptist state conven
tion personnel will cooperate in promoting 
key Southern Baptist emphases and pro
grams beginning in 1969 was launched here 
recently.

The plan, called Cooperative Promotion 
Planning, was presented to professional staff 
members of the SBC agencies and state con
ventions during a joint session here.

During the initial year of its operation, 
the plan will place priority on interpreting 
new programs, new curriculum, and other 
materials available for use by Southern Bap
tist churches beginning in 1970.

Cooperative Promotion Planning was de
veloped by a subcommittee of the Southern 
Baptist Inter-Agency Council Coordinating 
Committee as a simplified version of what 
was formerly called “State Strategy.”

Under the plan, Southern Baptist agencies 
cooperate in developing what the committee 
members feel are the key programs and 
emphases to be promoted throughout the 
denomination during a church year.

Under the plan, a representative, or a 
team of staff members from SBC agencies, 
will meet with the executive secretaries and 
staff members of Baptist state conventions, 
making a presentation of the key emphases 
of the denomination.

A staff member of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board education division, Keener 
Pharr of Nashville, has been assigned the 
responsibility of serving as staff coordinator 
for Cooperative Promotion planning.

Working together, the state convention 
and SBC personnel will cooperate in devel
oping a priority promotion plan of the key 
SBC emphases, and develop a process for

church member orientation, leadership train
ing and church member training.

Baptist leaders attending the Training 
Union secretaries’ meeting here discussed 
the need for changing the name of the 
organization, the appropriateness of the 
name Training Union, and criteria for se
lecting a new name.

A report of a survey conducted at Ridge
crest and Glorieta Baptist Assemblies last 
summer showed that the sentiment of 800 
participants was strongly in favor of a name 
change.

Questionnaires regarding the appropriate
ness of the name Training Union and seek
ing suggestions for a new name have also 
been circulated to a selected group of South
ern Baptist Convention leaders.

Names suggested on the questionnaire 
reflect the expanded program of the organi
zation. Names include Church Training Pro
gram, Christian Training Program, and 
Church Training Fellowship.

Launched
continuous promotion planning of these em
phases between state and SBC leaders.

They also will obtain “feed-back” from 
church, association and state leaders re
quired for effective denominational planning 
and promotion.

Davis Woolley, executive secretary of the 
SBC Historical Commission and chairman 
of the SBC Inter-Agency Council Coordi
nating Committee, said that each state would 
have an opportunity to adapt the key pro
motional emphases to fit its own situation.

The emphases by the SBC Inter-Agency 
Council Coordinating Committee for the 
years 1969-70 will be in keeping with the 
SBC approved denominational theme: “Liv
ing the Spirit of Christ in Belief and Rele
vance.”

A total promotion plan will utilize every 
possible means of securing understanding of 
the new programs and curriculum of the 
SBC beginning in October of 1970. The 
promotion plan will also seek a commitment 
to utilize these new programs and curri
culum in church programming.

Woolley called the development of Co
operative Promotion Planning “a major 
breakthrough in the development of a pro
cess for joint planning by state convention 
and SBC agency personnel.”

There are now about 40 to 45 different 
Southern Baptist Convention programs re
questing action or emphasis in the 33,000 
Southern Baptist churches. Woolley said 
that if these programs are to be effectively 
communicated, SBC program leaders must 
enter into active planning partnership with 
state convention leaders.

“Cooperative Promotion Planning,” he 
said, “represents a positive solution to the 
problems of joint planning by state conven
tion and SBC personnel.”

Tennessee Topics
Hester Hill, deacon at Alamo Church, 

Crockett Association, died Nov. 9, 1967.

Newell Hicks, member of Denton Church 
in East Tennessee Association, since 1935, 
died as a result of a fall while on his job 
as a carpenter Dec. 7. He had been very 
active in his church and the association 
holding many positions in both.
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 14, 1968—By W. R. White

Christ’s Oneness With Man
Basic Passage: Heb. 2
Focal Passage: Heb. 2:9-18

The author of Hebrews has proved to the 
Jews from their own Scriptures the superi
ority of Jesus Christ to angels in the first 
chapter, verse four to second chapter, verse 
eighteen. Angels ranked in the thinking of 
the devout above even the patriarchs. The 
Jews had a most exalted esteem for angels.

There arose two natural questions: how 
could Christ Jesus be superior to angels 
when He had become a man and was sub
ject to death? Our Scripture lesson answers 
these two questions.

Christ became one with us by being made 
like us in the flesh. He did it by being made 
subject to temptation, by being indentified 
without sin (not by sinning but by assuming 
our shame and penalty), by suffering, and 
by death.

He makes us one with Him by sharing 
with us His innocence, His victory over 
death, His exaltation, His eternal abode, and 
His glory.

The Nature of Man Heb. 2:6-8

The writer of Psalm eight raises the ques
tion as to the nature and significance of man 
that He should receive the focused concern 
of God. He refers to man as a little lower 
than angels but crowned with glory and 
honor and placed in authority over the work 
of Jehovah’s hands.

In some aspects angels are higher than 
man. This is for a while. Man in the plan 
and purpose of Jehovah is set for a much 
higher destiny than designed for angels. Man 
lost much in the fall. He is far from the 
exalted status God has in mind for him. We 
see man in a very lowly state. Yet Christ 
identified himself with man on this plane.

Some of the Hebrew groups may have 
raised a question as to Christ’s superiority 
to angels in light of His indentification with 
man in his fallen state. The author of 
Hebrews has the opposite point of view. 
That is, the condescension of Christ is for 
the purpose of lifting man into the status 
which divine grace has designed. This con
descension is for a little while and is for 
redemptive purposes. The achievement of 
this intent will demonstrate our Lord’s 
superiority to angels.

The Nature of Redemption Heb. 2:9-10

The description of the nature of man is 
applied to the incarnate Christ. This com
plete identification is one of the great mar
vels of God’s grace.

Jesus Christ tasted death for every man. 
He partook of its ghastly bitterness for us.

This humiliating experience does not dimi
nish but enhances the majesty and glory of 
Christ contrary to the common Jewish con
cept.

The sovereign God who is absolute chose 
to make the captain of the redeemed sons 
being brought to glory perfect through 
suffering. He was not imperfect or incom
plete as to character and attributes but was 
under the necessity of perfecting His re
demptive performance through suffering. It 
was not a process of defeat and inferiority 
but of victory and superiority.

Oneness In Continuing Deliverance Heb. 
2:11-18

In sanctification and worshipful fellow
ship Christ continues to be closely identified 
with His children. This oneness is publicly 
demonstrated.

He partakes of flesh and blood subject to 
mortality along with those whom He is 
liberating. He was subject to death in the 
flesh that He might destroy him who has 
the power of death, even Satan. This is 
necessary that He might deliver His own 
from the bondage of the fear of death. The 
liberating process continues through close 
identification with us. In order to accomp
lish this great redeeming liberation He had 
to be one with us; therefore, He took on 
not the nature of angels but of man.

He was made like His brethren that He 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God and reconcilia
tion for sin. His intercessory work as high 
priest in heaven is effective because of His 
oneness with us. s -

Having been tempted as we are at every 
point He is able to succor us when we are 
tempted. He became completely involved 
in all our problems and needs.

Salvation from sin is not only possible 
because of His incarnation, but our vic
torious deliverance day by day is made 
possible by His continuing, oneness with us. 
We can be super conquerors through Him.

This perpetual identification gives us 
blessed assurance and forms the basis of 
sweet fellowship with our understanding 
Lord. Are we making meaningful in our 
lives this blessed reality?

Both man and Christ Jesus are to enjoy 
a superiority in the “world to come” not 
true of angels. They are to have no sover
eignty or rulership then. Christ will be the 
supreme sovereign and His saints will reign 
with Him.

The world to come carries the idea of a 
new order here on earth. The Jews looked 
more to this than to heaven. It would be a 
time when righteousness and peace will be

New Books

A Second Touch by Keith Miller; Word; 
156 pp.; $3.50. Miller’s honesty is disturb
ing and, at times, somewhat embarrassing, 
for many of us recognize ourselves in this 
very personal mirror. But more to the 
point, the book is reassuring, for it renews 
our confidence in the meaning of the Chris
tian life as we act out our faith in the 
context of the structure of the church.

The Glory of the Ministry by A. T. Rob
ertson; Baker; 243 pp.; $2.95; paper. The 
book deals with Paul’s Exaltation in Preach
ing and is an exegetical and expository 
treatise on II Cor. 2:12 to 6:10. Given first 
in the classroom to students it was then 
shared with ministers and the public.

The Preacher and His Models by James 
Stalker; Baker; 284 pp.; $2.95. In taking the 
Prophet Isaiah and the Apostle Paul as 
models, Stalker deliberately and logically 
unfolded the secrets and the art of preach
ing through their experience and teaching.

Jerusalem Through the Ages by Clifford 
F. Pfeiffer; Baker; 94 pp.; $1.95; paper, 
'rhe interesting, exciting, and significant his
tory of Jerusalem through the centuries. Be
gins with a description of Jerusalem before 
David and traces its history to the present 
day.

The Years of Our Days by Christine Hun
ter; Zondervan; 150 pp.; $2.50. Heartache, 
suspense and romance fill this novel. In a 
simple, yet heart-warming, way, the book 
graphically portrays the problems every 
family faces today.

A Blade of Grass by Gladys and Gordon 
DePree; Zondervan; 189 pp. The authors, a 
husband and wife team of missionaries to 
Hong Kong, wrote these meditations out of 
their own daily devotional times.

the order of the day. Angels will still be 
ministering spirits for the redeemed and 
servants of the Most High but Christ and 
the redeemed will reign together in honor 
and glory.

All this is in the sovereign purpose of 
God. But it could never be without the 
incarnation and cross. Inherent glory and 
achieved glory will belong to Christ. He will 
have not only the pristine glory of the 
Father restored to Him, but the added glory 
of having brought many sons to triumphant 
glory with Himself and the Father.
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Children’s Page
TALES OF TAILS* 
By Frank L. Remington

Mother Nature designed animal tails to 
serve many different purposes. They are not, 
as they often seem, just a bit of surplus 
baggage that animals must carry with them. 
The white-tailed deer, for instance, waves 
his tail as a danger signal to warn his fellow 
creatures. In the water, the beaver uses his 
tail as both a rudder and a propeller. Opos
sums, even baby ones, use their tails for

hanging by. An alligator uses its tail as a 
weapon. In all, there are some twenty differ
ent purposes for which animals use their 
tails.

The furry tail of a cat operates constantly 
for the cat’s comfort and protection. If the 
weather is cold, Mr. Cat wraps his tail 
around his feet to keep them warm. Even 
an expert tightrope walker envies the cat’s 
ability to balance himself on ledges and 
fences. The tail serves as a balancing rod. 
The squirrel, too, needs the steadying in
fluence of its tail to perform its hazardous 
treetop gymnastics.

All of us can take a quick glance at a 
dog’s tail and know exactly how he feels. 
If the tail droops, so do the dog’s spirits; 
if it’s pointed upward, he’s gay; and if he 
wags it, he’s especially happy.

Most of us would find it rather incon

venient to carry a chair with us wherever 
we go, but the kangaroo doesn’t. He sits on 
his tail. When tired, he simply leans back on 
his built-in chair. It also makes a convenient 
weapon with which to club unfriendly ani
mals. When the kangaroo bounds across the 
landscape at tremendous speeds, his tail 
helps him to keep his balance.

Animals of the sea propel themselves 
through the water by wiggling their tails 
from side to side. In addition to serving as 
a motor, the tail also acts as a rudder to 
guide the fish. Sharks and alligators can 
seriously injure a man with one terrible 
lash of their tails.

Our feathered friends find their tails an 
essential part of their equipment. The wood
pecker, when it holds on to a tree, braces 
itself with its tail. The grouse and the pea
cock flaunt the beautiful feathers of their 
tails during courtship and readily attract a 
mate. Other birds guide themselves through 
the air and brake themselves in flight by 
ingenious use of their tails.

Keep away from the porcupine’s tail! He 
pounds in his quills with it. And watch out 
when a skunk raises his tail. He’s all set to 
shoot his foul-smelling potion toward any
one who disturbs him. Likewise, the rattle
snake sends out danger signals to its enemies 
by shaking the rattles on one end of its 
body. When a beaver slaps the water with 
a loud smack of his flat tail, other creatures 
alert themselves for danger.

Far from useless, the tails of most ani
mals carry on a most important function in 
each creature’s struggle for survival.

STINKER, THE FRIENDLESS 
SKUNK*

By Lucy Gill
Stinker, the little skunk, was a sad animal. 

He had no friends—not even one. He 
watched the other animals playing day after 
day in the forest. But as soon as he would 
go near, they would all run away screaming, 
“Here comes Stinker! Run, run for your 
life!”

Oh, why didn’t they like him? He wanted 
so much to join in their games. He had 
always tried to be nice, and he didn’t smell 
at all. He took a bath every day in the 
beautiful lake in the forest.

But even when he jumped in the water, 
all the animals that were playing in the lake 
would quickly rush out crying, “Run, run, 
run away! Stinker’s here! We can’t stay!”

Sometimes he would just sit and cry. 
Pinky, the pink-eared rabbit, seemed to have 
lots of friends. Squirrelly, the little brown 

squirrel, was always having fun. Merilee, the 
beautiful fawn, was so graceful and every
one loved her. Chirpy, the robin, was always 
asked to join in their fun. But poor little 
Stinker had no fun at all.

One day as he was sitting under a big oak 
tree feeling sorry for himself, he could hear 
the animals all laughing and playing happily 
in the big flower patch right by the lake.

“Oh, if I could only join them,” he 
thought.

All of a sudden he heard screams and 
cries of “Help, help!” Rushing to the lake, 
he saw that all the animals were terrified. 
There stood a big lion, roaring so loudly 
the whole forest seemed to echo one big 
ferocious roar.

Oh, my, what could Stinker do, as little 
as he was? Why, Merilee, the beautiful 
fawn, was even too scared to run. And she 
was bigger than all the other animals. Even 
if they could run, there was no place to run. 
The big lion was in front of them. In back 
of them was the big lake.

Stinker just had to do something. But 
what? The more excited poor Stinker be
came, the more helpless he felt, and the 
more helpless he felt, the more excited he 
became.

Then all at once, something strange hap
pened. There seemed to be a terrible odor 
all around Stinker. The big, ferocious lion 
turned quickly and ran as fast as he could 
into the forest, roaring as he leaped and 
leaping as he roared.

Needless to say, Stinker was suddenly a 
hero. All the animals, Chirpy the robin, 
Pinky the rabbit, Squirrelly the squirrel, and 
even Merilee the beautiful fawn, began to 
sing and dance around Stinker.

They shouted, “Stinker, our friend, you’re 
wonderful! You saved our lives!”

He was the happiest little skunk ever. 
Now everybody loved him. The very reason 
they disliked Stinker was the most important 
reason they should love Stinker.

* (Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved)
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THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
Baptist and Reflector Is a Welcome Friend 
bringing:

biblical exposition 

Activities in churches 

People and places 

Tennessee briefs 
/nspiration

Southern Baptist news 

Timely articles
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