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Devotional Southern Baptists Meet in Houston
MAN'S BASIC PROBLEM- 

HIMSELF

By William Cropper, First Church, Cleveland

“I give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has given me strength for my work. I 
thank Him for considering me worthy, and 
appointing me to serve Him.”1 Though 
twenty centuries remove us from Paul’s 
situation, there are several lessons to be 
learned from this passage.

Outstanding is Paul’s freedom. He was 
free from the bondage of sin—to love and 
to be loved. Though he had rejected, and 
even persecuted unto death, the followers of 
Jesus, he was constantly aware of God’s 
gracious forgiveness. He acknowledged his 
sin, but it was no great burden to be borne 
alone.

Evident also in this passage is the marvel
ous realization that Christ chose Paul and 
not vice-versa. Because of this searing truth, 
service for him was an honor. Though he 
was astounded at the trust Christ had placed 
in him, he was free in the knowledge that 
he did not have to constantly seek Christ; 
rather was aware of the ever-abiding con
fidence and power of his Saviour. Ours is a 
time when being called a Christian is any
thing but an honor. To many it is the bash
ful admittance of having “surrendered the 
last bulwark of resistance.” To others it is 
the appeasement of a persistent God. But to 
far too few is it a real honor to be chosen 
of the Lord.

The final and perhaps most obvious lesson 
is the result of Paul’s attitude. He says, “I 
give thanks to Christ Jesus our Lord who 
has given me strength for my work.” Like 
a basin which has been filled and filled 
again—overflowing now—unable to be con
tained—this is Paul’s praise for a God who 
has given him the freedom from sin; who 
has bestowed upon him the greatest honor in

HOUSTON—Messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention, which opened here at 
the Coliseum Tuesday, are receiving reports 
from nineteen different boards, commissions, 
institutions, agencies, and in addition some 
half dozen special committees and the WMU 
Auxiliary. Sessions continue through Friday 
night with the final one to be addressed by 
Evangelist Billy Graham.

Detailed reports by each agency are 
printed in the 210-page Book of Reports 
supplied to each messenger. We will give 
briefs of these reports in this and the follow
ing issue.

The annual sermon by Dr. W. Douglas 
Hudgins of Jackson, Miss., is carried in this 
issue. (See opposite page)

The Southern Baptist Convention is a 
nationwide fellowship whose annual meeting 
draws more than 10,000 messengers with 
an additional 10,000 visitors. The 34,147 
churches cooperating with the Convention 
have 11,142,726 members. Messengers have 
no delegated authority. The Convention’s 
actions are not binding on the churches.

The annual sessions in Houston are the 
111th in the Convention’s history. The SBC 
which began in Augusta, Ga. in 1845 now 
has spread to all 50 states. This is the fifth 
time the SBC has met in Houston with 
previous sessions in 1958, 1953, 1926 and 
1915. This year the Convention was sched
uled to meet in New Orleans but availabil
ity of auditorium facilities became a factor 
calling for the switch to Houston with the 
SBC going to New Orleans in 1969.

Messengers this year are having more 
time than heretofore to discuss the reports, 
express themselves and bring up items of 
business. This has been arranged by the 
Committee on Order of Business with en
forcement of a by-law requirement which 
allocates one-third of the time given to any 
board for discussion from the floor. This 
provision reserving time for messengers to 
be heard is being used by many to voice 
their opinions.

A new president is to be elected. By 
custom the president serves two years and 
this is the second year of tenure for Dr. H. 
Franklin Paschall of Nashville who presided 
over the sessions last year at Miami Beach 

his life—that of service; and who has 
liberated him from the bondage of self. This 
kind of praise is not found in the artificial 
setting of the structured worship hour; rather 
is spontaneously brought forth from a heart 
of gratitude in service. The freedom, the 
call, and the praise—the resolution of the 
tension between that in life which “is”, and 
that in life which “should be”—the whole 
man, praising God with every fibre of being, 
simply because it is an honor to be chosen. 
Hallelujah!

1 Good News For Modem Man, Ameri
can Bible Society, New York, N.Y. 1966 
I Timothy 1:12

and this year at Houston. His successor 
may well be a prominent layman rather than 
a pastor. No layman has served since Brooks 
Hays, who presided over the sessions when 
the Convention last met here in Houston in 
1958 and the following year when the Con
vention met in Louisville. The only other 
layman president in the past 50 years was 
Pat M. Neff of Texas who served in 1944- 
46.

The following agencies made their reports 
during the first two days of the sessions at 
Houston:

Radio-Television
Pointing to the population explosion and 

to the rapid spread of violence, the execu
tive director of the SBC Radio-Television 
Commission, Paul M. Stevens, said that 
radio and television are the logical instru
ments for spreading the gospel in these 
troubled times.

With messages designed to communicate 
with an audience made of up all races, all 
ages, all walks of life, all economic levels, 
the commission produces programs heard in 
all 50 states and 40 foreign countries, he 
said. - 5

The commission turns out 30 radio and 
television productions, which are broadcast

(Continued on Page 10)
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Annual Sermon to the SBC at Houston, June 4

Christ
Our Hope

By W. Douglas Hudgins

Much will be said in this Convention about the Crusade of the 
Americas! Hundreds of our churches and hundreds of thousands of 
our Baptist people will be vitally concerned in the year ahead that 
this hemisphere shall experience a mighty spiritual awakening and 
that myriads may be won to a saving experience in Jesus Christ. 
Giving impetus to this herculean endeavor is the motto we see em
blazoned before us and evident in all our planning: “CHRIST THE 
ONLY HOPE.”

In this worship hour, at the opening session of this signficant Con
vention, I covet your prayerful support as we think together on the 
subject: “CHRIST, OUR HOPE.” The scriptural text is from I 
Timothy 1:1, “The Lord Jesus Christ . . . our hope.”

Many Christians today are thoroughly confused as they survey the 
world about them. Many of us have come to this Convention frus
trated about world events, soberly shocked at events in our own 
nation, gravely concerned about the future of our country, and ap
prehensive about what may occur in all the Americas.

In brief fashion we might characterize our moment in history in 
five ways.

Ours is a moment of bewildering technology. The marvels of nu
clear energy; the fantastic achievements in space exploration; the 
mathematical wizardry of the computer; the shrinking of the earth 
through jet-age transportation; the speed of modern communication; 
the miracles of medicine; and the accomplishments of our research
ers, inventors and production lines overwhelm us with the achieve
ments of our scientism.

We are also in a period of a convulsive sociology. Old ideas are 
being challenged, new goals are being set. Long cherished concepts 
of government, law, order, and respect for authority are being 
flouted. The high ideals of liberty and freedom for all have been 
tainted by the license excised by some, and the right to dissent has 
turned into the right to destroy. Arson, looting, and even murder 
plague some of our cities, and there is no unanimity of opinion as 
to where the blame lies. Thrift, industry, and the willingness to work 
seem to be forgotten principles and the frantic scramble for material 
security from the cradle to the grave is about to bankrupt us finan
cially and jeopardize us emotionally.

Further, we live in an increasingly foul atmosphere of paganized 
ideology. God, public prayer, and the Bible have been barred from 
the classroom by judicial restraint but the pupil can be taken out of 
the school and paraded in public demonstrations under police pro
tection. Mammon occupies the throne of worship in the lives of 
many and some have even conducted their own private funeral serv
ices for the Almighty. Moral ideals and standards of purity are being 
assaulted from all sides. Alcoholism is increasing in frightening pro
portions and social drinking is losing its disfavor among many of 
our members. Drug addiction, often having its inception in experi
ments with marijuana, has victimized far more of our people than 
the average church member knows. Many of our novels, our stage 
plays, and our movies reek with moral putridity. Profanity and subtle 
portrayal of the tawdry and the bestial are even being beamed into 
our homes through an occasional televised program. Sexual promis

cuity is presented to young people as the “in” way of life and ac
ceptable respectability is even being sought by many for sexual 
deviate.

We are also in a time of confused theology. Of course, it is im
possible to have a Christianity without a theology, but how confused 
can some of our theologians get? Much of modern theological 
thought confuses instead of clarifies; debates instead of declares; 
hesitates instead of heralds; apologizes instead of announces; denies 
instead of defines; capitulates instead of capitalizes; and undermines 
instead of undergirds. Honored always should be those who sound 
no uncertain note about the credibility of God’s Word; the sov
ereignty, majesty, holiness, justice, love and mercy of Jehovah; the 
deity of Jesus Christ; the reality of regeneration; the necessity of 
the atonement; the mission of the church; the power of the spirit; 
and the certainty of life everlasting!

And, who can doubt but that we are in the throes of a changing 
ecclesiology? Once, we Baptists were a simple, largely rural people, 
fervently evangelistic and able to demonstrate our spiritual emotions 
with a hearty “Amen” and an occasional Methodist shout! Now, we 
are increasingly urban, more affluent, more educated, more cultured, 
and more sophisticated. Any display of emotionalism incurs many a 
jaundiced eye and, in many of our churches, if a brother were to 
come out with a fervent “Amen”, many would say to themselves, 
“Who let that man in?” Many of us have gone formal and some 
even ritualistic—not that there is anything wrong with formalism 
and ritualism as long as they occupy their proper places—and have 
seemed to lose our fervor and our exhilaration.

In some of our pulpits the impassioned proclamation of the gospel 
has given way to the pronouncement of our philosophical sophis
tries. “Thus saith the Lord” in many pulpits has been displaced by 
“Thus desireth the people.” Instead of “Repent, for the kingdom of 
God is at hand,” many congregations hear “Rejoice, for social utopia 
is upon us.” Activism, humanism, universalism and pure socialism 
in some areas seem more intent on making man comfortable than 
Christian. Some in our day appear to be more concerned with 
changing our social order than in the regeneration of the individual, 
out of whom an orderly social structure can be built. Some of our 
people hear more about the “brotherhood of man” in a clamor for 
ecumenical acceptance than they do about the fact that “If any 
man be in Christ he is a new creature.” And, from what we ob
serve, there are some among us, even in high places, who would 
make of our Lord’s Church but another institution of social better
ment in the local community complex instead of a divine institution 
heralding God’s salvation to the repentant and believing of heart.

Ours is an age of bewilderment and we have much reason for 
our apprehensions and our concerns. Not in many years has the 
great cross section of our Baptist people struggled to retain their 
confidence as they exercise their faith as we are witnessing today. 
We pastors may not be aware of it, but our people are bewildered 
and baffled, and long for some God-breathed assurance that there is 
“beauty for ashes” and “the oil of joy for mourning” (Isa. 61:3).

(Continued on Page 6)
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EDITORIAL...................
Focus: Hope in Christ
Among the good messages to the Convention at 

Houston we call particular attention to the President’s 
Address and the Annual Sermon.

H. Franklin Paschall has served well as president 
of the Convention. A unifying personality, he has 
steadfastly given emphasis to the core of the Gospel. 
His message at Houston was one of Good News For 
Today’s World. Confessing bad news to be a reality, 
Dr. Paschall urged us to face it honestly and confess 
that as Christians we may have been responsible for 
some part of it. “But,” the Convention President con
tinued, “much in our nation and denomination is good. 
It can be destroyed by the pious mouthings of im
mature, frustrated, emotionally exhausted people.”

Evangelism and ethics go together. Dr. Paschall 
declared our primary responsibility is to communicate 
the Good News. Our ultimate objective is to make 
people better.

The everlasting gospel is good news that never be
comes bad news. We do not have to wait until the 
sinner is good before we can preach to him, Paschall

told the Convention, nor do we have to wait until 
society is reformed by social action before we can 
preach the gospel. The Convention President stated 
our problem to be primarily neither legal nor eco
nomic, but spiritual. There are ghettos of the mind 
and heart before there are ghettos in our cities, he 
reminded. This inner darkness must be eliminated be
fore there can be light. Committed to the good news 
in Jesus Christ we can meet human needs. We will 
carry this message in our next issue.

Christ Our Hope was the Convention sermon theme. 
This was presented by W. Douglas Hudgins, a native 
of Tennessee who for 22 years has led First Church, 
Jackson, Mississippi. Dr. Hudgins observed many 
Christians today as being thoroughly confused—frus
trated about world events, soberly shocked at happen
ings in the USA. (See page 3)

Gravely concerned about the future of our country, 
this outstanding pastor characterized our moment in 
history in these five ways: bewildering technology, 
convulsive sociology, paganized ideology, confused 
theology, and changing ecclesiology. In such an hour, 
a “Thus saith the Lord” has in many pulpits been 
displaced by “Thus desireth the people.” The preacher 
said activism, humanism, universalism, and pure so
cialism, in some areas, seem more intent on making 
man comfortable rather than Christian. Then he de
clared our hope to be in Christ because of what He 
is, what He taught, what He did, and what he prom
ises.

The nature, the teachings, the accomplishments of 
Jesus are our bulwarks of hope, Hudgins stated. He 
asserted much modern theological thought confuses 
instead of clarifies; debates instead of declares; hesi
tates instead of heralds; apologizes instead of an
nounces; denies instead of defines; capitulates instead 
of capitalizes; and undermines instead of undergirds.

The Convention preacher held we should honor 
those who sound no uncertain note about the credi
bility of God’s Word; the sovereignty, majesty, holi
ness, justice, love and mercy of the Lord; the deity 
of Jesus Christ; the reality of regeneration; the neces
sity of the atonement; the mission of the church; the 
power of the spirit; and the certainty of life ever
lasting.

Our hope is centered in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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On Our Cover
This Father's day should remind us that 
a God-fearing father is a child's greatest 
heritage. The Psalmist (128:4, 6) de
clared, "Thus shall the man be blessed 
that feareth the Lord. Yea, thou shalt 
see thy children's children and peace 
upon Israel."

Crusade Results In
700 Professions

DJAKARTA, Indonesia (BP)—An esti
mated 700 persons professed faith in Christ 
in three stadium rallies concluding a four- 
week evangelistic campaign led here by 
Southern Baptist evangelist John Edmund 
Haggai, a member of the Haggai team re
ported.

About 60 churches in the Djakarta area 
cooperated in the effort, with 47 churchmen 
from the United States leading revival meet
ings in 28 of these.

Of the 24 ministers and 23 laymen and 
women on the team, 25 were Southern Bap
tists. Six Southern Baptist mission churches 
had speakers.

Attendance during the 10-day simultan
eous revival phase of the project totalled 
about 10,000 per night, according to a re
port from Gainer Bryan, former editor of 
the Maryland Baptist who was covering the 
crusade for the Haggai Association.

PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
(One of a series)

Independent Or Party Man?
By T. B. Maston 

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

On election day will you vote a straight 
party ticket, or is there at least a possibility 
that you will split your vote? Whatever your 
answer to this question may be, it is hoped 
that you will vote.

Admittedly, it is difficult if not impossible, 
for some men, particularly politicians, to be 
non-party men. Also, more Christian men 
and women should be active in precinct, 
county, and state political affairs; and such 
individuals have to identify themselves with 
a particular party. This does not mean, how
ever, that they should never cross over party 
lines. After all, the good of the country and 
the purposes of God should be considered 
more important for the Christian than 
loyalty to a party.

My personal opinion is that the vast 
majority of Christians should be politically 
independent. In this way, they can let the 
man running for office or the issues rather 
than the party label determine how they 
vote.

Also, by being an independent, they can 
best make their influence felt in the political 
world. Independent voters determine the

interpretation . . . By Herschel H. Hobbs

Laughing
“And they laughed him to scorn, knowing 

that she was dead”—Luke 8:53.
Jairus’ daughter was seriously ill. So he 

asked Jesus to come to his home. While he 
did not speak the words, it is evident that he 
wanted Jesus to heal her (Luke 8:41 f.). But 
on the way they were met by those from his 
home saying, “Thy daughter is dead; trouble 
not the Master [Teacher]” (v. 49). The words 
“is dead” render a perfect tense showing 
that she was surely dead. But Jesus reassured 
the father.

Arriving at the home they found the place 
filled with mourners. Some were genuinely 
bereaved; others probably were paid mourn
ers. At any rate Jesus told them to stop 
weeping for “she is not dead, but sleepeth”

At Jesus
(v. 52). It was then they laughed at Jesus, 
knowing that the little girl was dead. They 
did not understand Jesus’ term “sleepeth,” 
thinking of natural sleep. However, this term 
was used of death. Jesus raised the girl back 
to life (w. 54-55).

Some critics hold that the girl was not 
dead but in a coma. However, the verb in 
verse 49 shows that she was really dead. The 
mourners knew that she was dead. Hence 
their laughing Jesus to scorn. So their deri
sion actually proves the miracle which Jesus 
performed.

When Jesus raised the daughter from the 
dead, He changed a home of sorrow into one 
of joy. He can do this to any home into 
which He enters.

outcome of most elections. Because inde
pendent voters are so determinative in elec
tions, they are the main hope for a clean-up 
when the party in power gets corrupt.

Another reason for being an independent 
in politics is that there is not much to choose 
between the parties. Both major parties have 
conservative and liberal wings. The only 
difference is a difference in degree. Both 
parties, in a sense and to a degree, are split 
personalities. Even party platforms are strik
ingly similar on many issues. There would 
be a sounder basis for faithful adherence to 
one party if there could be a political re 
alignment with a clear-cut distinction be
tween a conservative and a liberal party.

An additional reason for my political 
independence is a personal aversion for most 
labels, particularly theological and political 
ones. This aversion is especially strong for a 
self-imposed label. When a person volun
tarily accepts a label he tends to limit him
self in his search for truth. The only 
restraint that a child of God should want 
should be the restraint of truth itself.

The Christian’s vote is a part of his stew
ardship responsibility. How he votes is his 
business but it should be an expression of 
his supreme loyalty to God rather than to 
any human institution or organization. I per
sonally believe that ordinarily the independ
ent voter rather than the party man can 
more clearly demonstrate such loyalty. An 
additional word should be said: We should 
never permit differences in politics to be
come a test of fellowship with other Chris
tians.

Note that after raising her, Jesus ordered 
that she be given food. The dead body now 
raised needed nourishment. Jesus was con
cerned about her body as well as her life.

And He told the parents not to tell the 
event to anyone. He did not want to cause 
undue excitement. To do so could cause a 
revolution which would have endangered His 
true mission of redemption. He did not want 
to be known merely as a worker of wonders 
but as the Saviour of souls.

Both the President’s message and the Annual Ser
mon gave positive stress to the fact the gospel can 
answer men’s needs. There is real hope of eliminating 

enmity between the races if the gospel is taken seri
ously. It is imperative that we proclaim and live this 
gospel with confidence and hope.
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Annual Sermon

CHRIST OUR HOPE—(Continued from Page 3)

Is all dark? Is all despair about us? Let one of God’s noble 
preachers speak. A few weeks ago I heard a former president of 
this Convention, a great Christian statesman and leader say, “I am 
not a pessimist! I cannot be because I am a Christian. But, I am 
not an optimist! Realism prevents it! I am a ‘Hope-ist’.”

Hope! Hope as a Christian! Hope as set forth in the Scriptures! 
Hope—as expressed by the Apostle Paul in his first letter to Timothy 
in the opening salutation, “The Lord Jesus Christ, our Hope.” As 
Christ was then, is He not now? G. Campbell Morgan says that 
“hope comes to its brightest shining in the presence of deepest 
darkness.” Our day may be dark but there IS hope! We do not 
despair! We are not doomed! We are not defeated! Commenting on 
our text, William Barclay observes that “In the New Testament the 
word ‘hope’ always conveys an element of absolute certainty, a 
quality genuinely lacking in present-day image.” Our hope is an 
assured reality; our hope is Christ!

Why is our hope built on Christ? May I suggest that He is our 
hope BECAUSE OF WHAT HE IS

Much of humanity has given testimony as to who He was. Pilate 
called Him “the man without a fault;” Napoleon called Him the 
“emperor of love;” Strauss called Him the “highest model of reli-

W. Douglas Hudgins, pastor of 
First Church of Jackson, Miss., 
the past 22 years, was previously 
pastor of First Church, Houston, 
Tex., 1942-46; Broadway Church, 
Fort Worth, Tex., 1936-42; Rad
nor Church, Nashville, 1931-36; 
First Church, LaFollette, 1929-31 
and before that served with Bap
tist churches in Knoxville, Smyr
na, and Loudon County, Tenn. 
A former chairman of the SBC 
Executive Committee, he is a 
graduate of Southern Baptist The
ological Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., and Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, Tenn. Mississippi 
College conferred upon him the 
honorary Doctor of Divinity in 
1948.

gion;” John Stuart Mill called Him the “guide to humanity;” Renan 
called Him the “greatest among the sons of men;” Parker called 
Him the “youth with God in His heart;” and Lanier called Him 
“man’s best man!” These, however, do not tell us what He is.

Lord Byron, who, himself, was not a Christian, said, “If ever God 
was man, and man was God, Jesus is both.” Henry Ward Beecher 
said, “If Christ be not divine, every impulse of the Christian world 
falls to a lower octave, and light, and love and hope decline.” Blind 
John Milton saw Christ as “the begotten God, in whose conspicuous 
countenance, without cloud, made visible, the Almighty Father 
shines.”

Thus, great men have sought to describe the Son of God, but we 
turn to Jesus’ own words as He says, “Before Abraham was, I am” 
(John 8:58). Or, we hear the beloved John open his Gospel by de
claring, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Immediately we call to 
mind a similar verse, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earth” (Gen. 1:1), but we realize that John’s avowal antedates 
the opening verse of the Bible. Before there could be a creation 
there must of necessity be a Creator, and Christ was the agent in 
that creative act; “For by Him were all things created” (Col. 1:6).

Not content with the assertion that Christ eternally had co-existed 
with the Father, John further says, “And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory of the only 
begotten of the Father” (John 1:14). Eternally, and actually, then, 
He has been, still is, and ever will be the divine son of God. The 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews describes Him as “Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and today, and forever” (Heb. 13:8).

At His baptism the Scriptures tell us that “when He was baptized, 
lo, a voice out of the heavens, saying, this is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). Our Lord Himself, in the 
allegory of the Good Shepherd, announced that “I and my Father 
are one” (John 10:30), and in the upper room just before His 
crucifixion He triumphantly assured His disciples that “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).

Paul never had any doubt about the deity of the Savior. To the 
Philippian Church he wrote, “Have this mind in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God thought it not rob
bery to be equal with God” (Phil. 2:5-6), and the author of 
Hebrews describes our Lord thus: “God . . . hath spoken to us in 
His Son . . . through whom also He made the worlds; who, being 
the effulgence of His glory and the very image of His substance 
. . . when He had made purification for sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, having become better than the angels” 
(Heb. 1:1-4).

Christ is our hope, then, because of what He IS. He is God. Not a 
deity made with our own hands; not one of the world’s great reli
gionists; not a dead claimant to the miraculous; not the greatest 
teacher of all time; not the greatest idealist the world had ever 
known; but God! God eternal, omnipotent, redeeming, reigning, and 
returning! God! About whom Paul said, “For He must reign, till 
He hath put all enemies under His feet” (I Cor. 15:25). How can 
the Christian have anything but hope when He is what He is?

BECAUSE OF WHAT HE TAUGHT
Jesus was described by the author of the first gospel as one who 

“taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes” 
(Matt. 7:29). During His ministry He set forth some completely new 
ideas and the power of an idea is imposisble to compute. Some of 
our Lord’s teachings that give us hope now, as in that day, are:

S'n is life’s starkest reality and he who does not believe in Him as 
Savior is already under condemnation. But, “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth on 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16), and Paul 
rejoices that “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Him
self’ (II Cor. 5:19). Jesus described sin for what it is and stated the 
principle of regeneration is no uncertain terms when He said to 
Nicodemus, “Except one be born anew, he cannot see the Kingdom 
of God” (John 3:3). In Him as God’s atoning sacrifice is our as
surance of sonship and the certainty of everlasting fellowship with 
God.

Man, through His redemptive work, has direct access to God. 
When, in His death upon the cross the veil of the temple was rent 
asunder, Jesus became eveiy man’s access to God and there was no 
longer the necessity for priestly intervention. Because of Him every 
man has the hope that he can come to God directly.

Real and lasting happiness in life is based upon righteousness; not 
upon material possessions and security. The Old Testament had 
taught “be sure your sin will find you out” (Num.32:33). Jesus put 
it positively when He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all 
these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

That true greatness is measured in service. In setting forth quali
ties for the superior kind of life Jesus said, “Whosoever would be
come great among you shall be your servant” (Matt. 20:26). The 
world’s standard of success and supremacy leaves most of us want
ing; but any Christian possesses the ability for greatness in selfless 
service, in Christ’s name, no matter what his place or position.

That God associates the Christian with Him in the task of re
deeming humankind and extending the Kingdom of God upon this 
earth. One of the marvels of the so-called Great Commission is that 
our Lord assumed that we would be partners with Him in the spread 
of the Gospel. These are but a few of the things He taught and 
because of them we possess hope now and for the future.

BECAUSE OF WHAT HE DID
Great as is our hope in Christ because of what He is and what 

He taught, it is what He DID that gives us our sense of assurance. 
First of all, He revealed to man what God was like. For centuries 
the Jews had witnessed to the world of the unique supremacy of the 
One Jehovah but it remained for Jesus to reveal Him as the Re
deeming Father. Job of old had cried, “Canst thou by searching find 
out God?” (Job 11:7), but “When the fullness of time came, 
God sent forth His Son. . . .” (Gal. 4:4), and “The Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14). In testifying of the 
hope of the incarnation, John says, “No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He hath declared Him” (John 1:18). Jesus, Himself, gave asurance 
to this truth when He said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father” (John 14:9). Yes, through Him the world can know God.

Second, He shared our nature and was subject to every temptation 
known to human flesh, yet He was able not to sin. Thus, He
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Annual Sermon

CHRIST OUR HOPE

achieved what no other man has ever accomplished: life utterly 
without taint or stain of sin. In portraying the Savior as our great 
high priest the author of Hebrews rejoices that “Having a great high 
priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus, the son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession, for we have not an high priest that 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but one that 
hath been, in all points, tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4:14-15). O, the hope that is ours that there is a Savior that 
could live completely victorious over sin! In Him, and in Him alone, 
has sin been vanquished!

I

Third, greatest hope of all; O, shout it with rejoicing. ... He 
accomplished our salvation! Peter preached, “In Him is salvation, 
and in no other” (Acts 4:12), and Paul exults, “God was, in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself. . . . for Him, who knew no sin, 
hath God made to be sin on our behalf, that we may become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (II Cor. 5:19, 21); and “Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3). Tragedy of 
tragedies; mystery of mysteries, glory of glories ... the atonement 
of our blessed Lord on Gologtha’s despised cross gives hope to a sin- 
battered world that there is forgiveness for sin and adoption into the 
family of God!

Fourth, as God’s validation of His atoning achievement and as a 
divine guarantee of its accomplishment, Jesus rose from the dead! 
Had there been no resurrection the world would have looked upon 
the crucifixion experience as a failure and would have been remem
bering only a dead martyr. But, as an open triumph over sin and 
death, we join with Paul when he says, “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that slept” (I Cor. 
15:20).

BECAUSE OF WHAT HE PROMISES
The nature, the teachings, and the accomplishments of Jesus are 

bulwarks of hope to all men who will receive Him into their hearts; 
and God’s redeeming grace, that affords salvation to all who will 
believe, causes us to sing:

I know not how this saving faith
To me He did impart,

Nor how believing in His Word
Wrought peach within my heart.

But, I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able

“I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known,

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love
Redeemed me for His own.

To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.”

McGranahan
But there is more to the Christian’s hope!

Like God’s rainbow of hope against the dark clouds of Old Testa
ment doom and dismay, our Lord’s promises quiet our fears, allay 
our apprehensions, give us courage, and assure us that there is a 
triumphant victory to be enjoyed when God shall bring to a con
summation His plan for the ages! To the believer there is promised 
eternal life. “He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life” (John 
3:36), was His assurance to every man who would trust Him; and to 
the man who would acknowledge Him as the Good Shepherd He 
said, “I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish” 
(John 10:28).

To the little band of followers who were to be the nucleus of His 
Church Jesus promised: “And I will build my Church, and the 
gates of hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18); and to an 
enlarged assemblage of the faithful He said, “And, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20). As a con
tinuing dynamic of His resurrection victory He sent the Holy Spirit 
upon the Church at Pentecost fulfilling His promise, “And ye shall 
be endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).

To every Christian His promises relative to death and the life be
yond description and precious beyond compare. That we all face 
death is indisputable. Some of us may have a long, agonizing stew
ardship of suffering and helplessness before the Lord delivers us. 
Some of us may be taken away in an accident or sudden collapse. 
Even among us here at this Convention some may not return home. 
But, do we fear death? Do we live in constant apprehension that 
life’s end looms menacingly in the background of every heart beat?
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Not the Christian! Not you and I! None of us, it may be, is anxious 
to see the wick of life’s candle snuffed out tonight, but we do not 
cringe in fear lest, when the flame dies out, we will be in total dark
ness! Why? Why do we not fear?

Because our hope is in the promises of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
When He faced death with two of His friends here on earth and 
even wept with them in their sorrow He said, “I am the resurrection 
and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he 
live” (John 11:25). As the disciples were preparing to leave the 
upper room prior to the crucifixion He said, “Because I live, ye shall 
live also! (John 14:19). Death, then, is something not to be feared 
by the Christian; Jesus has taken the sting from it. It becomes a 
God-opened door through which we move from the limits of time 
and space into the eternity of companionship with the redeemed 
hosts in the service of God.

Another of our Lord’s promises has to do with the natural in
clination of man to have some assurance about the future. Familiar 
to us all, and known and loved by countless throngs, is the simple 
but sure promise of Jesus contained in the 14th chapter of John. 
“Tn my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so. I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you. I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am. there ye may be also” (John 14:2-3). He 
does not describe it; He goes into little detail about it: He simnly 
says it exists—and, “I am making ready a place for you!” John 
describes heaven in the Revelation in terms of exquisite splendor, 
using all the treasures of speech available to portray its magnifi
cence. Heaven, wherever it may be in God’s limitless universe, is 
promised to us forever and in it will be the fellowship of our 
Savior!

There is yet another assurance that inheres in Christ. It is a 
promise demonstrated rather than spoken. It is something achieved 
rather than announced.

That is the hope of the resurrection of the body. The resurrection 
of the body, not the spirit only. As the hope of the early Church 
grew and developed it remained, in the providence of God. for the 
Apostle Paul to catch the triumph inherent in our Savior’s resurrec
tion. Tn the incomparable 15th chanter of I Corinthians he gives the 
greatest treatise ever written on the resurrection and the life be
yond. Listen to him as he says, “For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which T also received: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures; that He was buried; and that He hath been raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3-4). Of 
the fact of Christ’s resurrection Paul has no doubt. To him it was 
the guarantee of God’s atoning grace in Christ. The resurrection is 
a fact. But, the resurrection of what? The soul of the believer? If 
the soul is to be resurrected it must be deduced that the soul has 
died. That cannot be so, for the soul is immortal. The soul never 
dies. Tt was the body of the Savior that was resurrected. He ap
peared during those forty days in a body. A body changed and 
transformed, yes—but a body, nonetheless.

But hear Paul further: “But now hath Christ been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep” (I Cor. 15:20). To 
be resurrected implies a death. Since the soul is immortal it had to 
be the body, and the miracle of the resurrection of Christ in His 
body is a promise of the «ame deliverance for us. How do we know? 
He became the “firstfruits” of them that are asleep. What does he 
mean? In the Septuagint the expression described the firstfruits of 
the harvest, an evidence of that which was to come in its fullness. 
Herschel Hobbs (Epistle to the Corinthians, Page 71) says that in 
the papyri the same expression was used to denote “earnest money,” 
“legacy duty,” or an “entrance fee.” Christ, raised from the dead, is 
the “earnest money” guaranteeing a general resurrection in time to 
come. And, significantly (see Hobbs), “them that slept” literally 
means those bodies lying in a cemetery!

Hope? Assurance for the future? Confidence in God’s provision 
for the world bevond this? Ah. not only do we have hope that we 
can be saved from our sins through Christ’s atoning death; and not 
only do we have hope that we can live the Christian life through 
the power of Jesus as Lord; we have the assured hope that we 
“shall ever be with the Lord” (I Thess. 4:17).

I go back to the words of a former president of this Convention: 
“I am a hope-ist!”

Are not we all? And is not that hope an assurance centered in 
the Lord Jesus Christ? As Paul wrote to Timothy, let us remember 
that “The Lord Jesus Christ (is) our Hope.”

Page 7



J. C. Montgomery 
President 

Southwestern

Ray McCall 
Pastor-Adviser 
North Central

M. L. Prowse 
President 

South Central

Regional Training Union 
Officers

Invite You to Attend

Regional Training Union Convention
Durwood Howard 

President 
Central

Harold Hunter 
Pastor-Adviser 
North Central

Southwestern ............................. June

Northwestern ........................... June

South Central ............................June

Central ...................................... June

North Central........................... June

■^Southeastern ........................... June

Northeastern ........................... June

Eastern ...................................... June

17   First, Selmer

18 First, Trenton

20.............................First, Pulaski

21.............................First, Goodlettsville

24 . Stevens St., Cookeville

25.............................First, South Pittsburg

27.............................First, Erwin

28.............................First, LaFollette

*Central Daylight Time

Registration 1:30 P.M.

STATE JUNIOR MEMORY WORK DRILL—1:00 P.M.
CONFERENCES FOR ALL AGE GROUPS —2:30 P.M.

REGIONAL SWORD DRILL and SPEAKERS’ TOURNAMENT

Richard Patton 
Pastor-Adviser 

Central

Evening Session — 7:00 P.M.

Lon Shoopman B. C. Wiggins Sanford Swann C. A. McKenzie
President Pastor-Adviser Pastor-Adviser President
Eastern Eastern Northeastern Southeastern

Page 8 Baptist and Reflector



President Andrew Jackson As 
Seen By His Contemporaries

EDITOR'S NOTE: Through the courtesy of 
the late Miss Frank Hollowell, a grand
daughter of Dr. R. B. C. Howell, noted 
Baptist leader, we were supplied with the 
material which we print below. The Bap
tist, begun in 1835 by Dr. Howell, be
came the Baptist and Reflector in 1889.

The following editorial from the pen of 
R. B. C. Howell, is taken from the column 
of The Baptist for June 14, 1845.

“We have this hour (Tuesday evening, 
10th of June) returned from the funeral of 
General Jackson. An immense multitude of 
persons were present, all of whose counten
ances wore the air of solemnity. No man 
of his day occupied a larger space in the 
eye of the world. He is now low in his 
grave. We saw him laid, in accordance with 
his request, without any pomp or ceremony, 
in the narrow house in the Hermitage gar
den, where he will rest until the sound of 
the last trumpet.

“He died, as we learn from his attending 
physician and other friends, most calmly, 
expressing firm confidence of his interest in 
the Redeemer, and unwavering assurance of 
a happy eternity. An hour previous to his 
departure he called around him his whole 
family, white and black, and gave them his 
dying instructions, which he did with all his 
accustomed vigor of thought and order of 
affection, and closed by saying: ‘I have now 
said all that I can, and all, perhaps, that 
is necessary; I entreat you all, white and 
black, to be prepared to rejoin me in 
heaven—all, white and black.’ These were 
his last words.

“The religious services were conducted 
by Dr. Edgar of this city, and were appro
priate and impressive. We were particularly 
pleased with the details given by the preach
er, who was with him at the time of the 
General’s Christian experience, when about 
six years ago, after a whole night spent in 
agony and prayer, under the influence of 
the most pungent conviction, the love of 
God was, at about day-break, shed abroad 
in his soul, and he was filled with joy and 
peace in believing. The very next day he 
united with the church, and up to the hour 
of his death appeared constantly to feel the 
ardor of his first love.

“We knew General Jackson well, much 
better privately than publicly. What he was 
as a man, in the field and in the cabinet, is 
known to the world. In the bosom of his 
family he had the same polish, dignity and 
elegance of manners, which had charac
terized his intercourse with men, mingled 
with gentleness and affection we have never 
seen surpassed. Those mourn most deeply 
who, in private life knew him most inti
mately.”

The following instance in President Jack- 
son’s life probably led to his conversion.

A plain country preacher of East Ten
nessee was summoned to attend court in 
Nashville. But the case in which he was 
summoned was set over a couple of weeks. 
Being a poor man he was neither able to 
pay a hotel bill, or return home and come 
again. So he went out near the Hermitage 
and got a job of work. During the week 
the people learned he was a preacher and 
secured an appointment for him to preach 
at the school house in the community on 
Sunday. When Sunday came he was there 
in his coarse home-spun jeans, and Presi
dent Jackson was also there. Some one 
whispered to the preacher that the Presi
dent was there. When he arose to begin 
worship, he said, “I am told President 
Jackson is in the house. I take this oppor
tunity to inform him that if he don’t repent 
of his sins, he will die and go to hell like 
any other man.” He did not have a better 
listener that day than President Jackson, 
and when the worship was over, he was the 
first to take the preacher’s hand, and with 
a warm grasp, to thank him heartily for his 
timely warning, and give a faithful pledge 
to give the matter due consideration.

Graham’s Campaign
In Oregon Ends

PORTLAND—Evangelist Billy Graham 
closed his Pacific Northwest Crusade here. 
Mr. Graham proved to be the biggest crowd
drawer in the state during these last days of 
hard-nose political campaigning before the 
Oregon presidential primary.

“Quite an accomplishment for a man who 
isn’t even running for office,” one Oregonian 
noted.

Some 227,797 persons flocked to Me
morial Coliseum, and finally to Civic Stad
ium when the first complex of auditorium 
proved too small, to hear the evangelist “de
clare the claims of Jesus Christ.”

When more than 36,500 persons turned 
out Sunday afternoon (May 26), they broke 
a 42-year old attendance record at the down
town sports stadium.

Mr. Graham’s final message was titled 
“The End of the World.” Prior to his ser
mon Oregon Gov. Tom McCall read the 
scriptures.

Graham said that the record-breaking 
crowds were an indication that people today 
are searching for a faith to believe in and

Tennessee Graduates 
At NOBS

Four from Tennessee were among 118 
graduates who received degrees in com
mencement exercises May 17 at New Or
leans Seminary (La.).

Marshall Pirtle

Lynn Graham Marshall of Chattanooga 
received the Master of Theology degree, 
and Thomas Pirtle of Dyersburg was award
ed the Diploma in Theology.

Adams Tipton

Myrna Joyce Adams of Memphis and 
Bobby Joe Tipton of Johnson City received 
the Master of Religious Education degrees.

looking for a purpose for life.
“It is because of the gospel of Christ that 

people come,” he declared. “That is what 
people want. They come to hear the gospel. 
They don’t come because of a personality.”

EMERGENCY LOANS AVAILABLE 
For BAPTIST COLLEGE and SEMINARY STU
DENTS. $400 to $600 per academic year, 
2/2% interest rate, 5 years to repay. Write: 
GOOD NEWS BIBLE CLASS, C. Eldon Wright, 
Teacher, 3056 Lebanon Road, Nashvile, Tenn. 
37214.

PLAN — FINANCE — BUILD 
CHRISTIAN BUILDERS OF NASHVILLE 

3314 West End Avenue 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Phone 615—291-3650 (collect)
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Convention Receives Reports

(Continued from Page 2)

by more than 1,200 stations in approxi
mately 2,300 programs each week.

Stevens added that the commission de
pends completely on free public service 
time, provided by the commercial networks 
and stations, for broadcast of its programs. 
Last year, the commission placed programs 
on network television worth almost $850,- 
000, in time and production cost.

Although use of public service time for 
these programs enables the commission to 
concentrate its resources on producing work 
of professional quality, Stevens pointed out 
it also places the Baptist programs in com
petition with many other voices seeking to 
be heard.

Among these competitors, Stevens singled 
out Herbert W. Armstrong of “The World 
Tomorrow,” as an example of the use of 
massive expenditures in an attempt at total 
saturation of the broadcast media.

Others pouring funds into religious pro
gramming, he said, are the Churches of 
Christ, Oral Roberts, Billy James Hargis and 
Carl McIntyre, all of whom are vying for 
the attention of the 100 million Americans 
who have no church membership or prefer
ence.

Southern Baptists, Stevens said, have not 
yet turned their attention to the radio-TV 
ministry with a view to evaluating it, weigh
ing its importance to convention goals, and 
extending it toward its unmeasured potential.

“The world is transistorized—and ready!” 
he said. “The world is getting larger and 
smaller at the same time.”

He closed with a showing of the com
mission’s animated color cartoon, “Jot,” 
which is now being extended to 40 television 
stations, and displayed some of the 40,000 
letters the program has drawn from parents 
and children. This response, he said, was to 
the initial “Jot” showings which were on 
only nine stations across the South.

Christian Life
A new day has dawned in Southern Bap

tists’ acceptance of the mandate to minister 
in social concerns, the Convention was told.

The Christian Life Commission reported 
that “Southern Baptists now face their finest 
hour,” with “an awakening social conscious
ness,” coupled with “a sound theology, a 
zealous concern for evangelism, and a com
passionate interest in ministry.”

“In 1967, Southern Baptists moved a 
significant step forward toward a responsible 
acceptance of the social imperatives of the 
Christian gospel,” said the report.

The report was presented by the current 
chairman of the Christian Life Commission, 
Wade Darby of Jefferson City, Tenn.

Following the report, the executive secre
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tary of the Commission Foy Valentine of 
Nashville, delivered a major address. His 
address was not considered a part of the 
agency’s annual report, but was made at 
the request of the Convention Committee 
on Order of Business.

Annuity Board

The Annuity Board, observing its 50th 
year of service, commemorated the event 
with the premier showing of a 30-minute 
film to messengers attending the Conven
tion.

The film, “When The Messenger Turns 
To Go Away,” depicts the call and task of 
a Baptist minister.

The Annuity Board administers retire
ment, health, and other benefit plans for 
Baptist ministers, church and denomination
al employees.

In a statistical report, R. Alton Reed 
stated that more than $4.8 million was paid 
in benefits to retired or disabled ministers, 
widows, church and denominational em
ployees or their beneficiaries during 1967. 
Funds held in trust for all persons who par
ticipate in the board’s protection programs 
rose to $188 million during 1967, an in
crease of more than $18.6 million over 1966 
totals.

Reed said the number of relief bene
ficiaries decreased to 528 from 557 in 1966. 
These aged ministers or widows were given 
$175,145, which comes-from an allocation 
in the Cooperative Program of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Some $200,000 is allo
cated for relief. The difference will be 
applied toward the 1968 grants.

Brotherhood

George W. Schroeder, executive secretary 
of the missions agency for men and boys, 
cited mission opportunities arranged for 
Southern Baptists as he shared the podium 
with J. P. Allen, of Ft. Worth, who testified 
to the worth of missions.

Schroeder recalled the emergency recruit
ment of 104 highly-skilled laymen who went 
last fall to Alaska to salvage and rebuild 
churches heavily damaged by flash floods.

The Brotherhood Commission helped 
sponsor the first World Missions Conference 
at Ridgecrest, N. C., with Woman’s Mission
ary Union. More than 2,200 person attended.

Allen described how members established 
a complete activity center across the street 
from his church for people in the neighbor
hood. It included educational, dental, medi
cal, counseling, and other miscellaneous 
services for people in need.

Home Mission Board

Southern Baptist participation in the hemi
spheric-wide Crusade of the Americas in 
1969 hopefully will make “major inroads in 
the effective Christian witness to the 70 
million unchurched in the United States,” 
said Arthur B. Rutledge, executive secretary 
of the Home Mission Board in Atlanta.

The evangelism division of the Board is 
directing Southern Baptists’ role in the 
mammoth Crusade, which will involve more 
than 20 million Baptists in 28 different coun
tries in simultaneous revival and ministry 
efforts in 1969.

The Board also is directing another de
nominational effort called Project 500, which 
hopefully will result in new churches or mis
sions in 500 particularly strategic locations 
in newer-areas of Baptist work. Project 500, 
is stressing home fellowships and satellite 
ministries in inner-city locations, education 
centers, capital cities, port cities and other 
major crossroads in the nations, Rutledge 
said.

Rutledge also cited the completion of the 
downtown church study and the first urban 
studies seminar in 1967, which reinforced 
the Board’s earlier declaration that the na
tion’s metropolitan centers were to be the 
primary targets of homeland mission efforts.

Encouraging rapid response was noted in 
the Northeastern states, the Northern Plains 
Convention was formed, and a new emphasis 
was implemented to encourage language 
congregations to move toward self-support. 
The convention also authorized the estab
lishment of a guaranty fund, opening the 
way for the enlargement of church loan 
resources.

The missionary force presently totals 
2,266, representing only a slight net gain 
even though more than 500 associate and 
career missionaries were appointed in 1967, 
Rutledge said.

A total of 740 student summer mission
aries were assigned, 626 under the Home 
Mission Board and 114 under the Baptist 
Student Unions. Greater interest also was 
noted in the Christian Service Corps, the 
ministry in which adults are provided situa
tions for mission service on either long or 
short term bases.

Rutledge also reported that 666 Southern 
Baptist military chaplains are on active duty, 
including more than 100 in Vietnam. In 
addition, about 300 non-military chaplains 
are serving in hospitals, institutions and 
with industry.
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Convention Receives Reports

Sunday School Board
The Sunday School Board reported net 

earnings last year of $8,267,000 with 
$6,386,000 of this used for education and 
service programs designed to help Southern 
Baptist churches.

The detailed report included a 44-page 
printed report, remarks by the board’s execu
tive secretary-treasurer, James L. Sullivan, 
Nashville, and a presentation of reports on 
education and service programs by program 
leaders.

Sullivan was presented a certificate in rec
ognition of his 15 years of service as execu
tive head of the board by Samuel Maddox, 
president of the elected board.

The written report, which summarized the 
board’s operation for the past fiscal year, 
disclosed that total gross sales and other 
income reached $32,711,000 last year, an 
increase of $457,000 over the preceding 
year.

Twenty-five programs of work carried on 
by the board were detailed in the report.

The six programs of publishing, the book 
store program and the program of assembly 
operation produced the $8,267,000 in net 
earnings. It was an increase of $79,000 over 
the preceding year.

Of the total net earnings, $6.38 million 
was used for education and service pro
grams, and $1.88 million for capital reserves 
and fixed assets.

The programs of publishing and book 
store operation make available Bibles, lesson 
courses and materials, books, films and film
strips, music and recordings, and church 
supplies for sales to churches and individ
uals.

The program of assembly operation pro
vides facilities for use of other Southern 
Baptist programs in training and inspiring 
church leaders. The board owns and operates 
two assemblies, one at Glorieta, N. M., and 
another at Ridgecrest, N. C.

The reports of the education and service 
programs summarized the efforts of the 
board to assist churches in establishing, en
larging, conducting and improving their 
work.

The board provided $409,633 for the 
program of Southern Baptist Convention 
support and $964,398 to Baptist state con
ventions for their use in promoting Sunday 
School, Training Union, music, student and 
church architecture work.

Regular employees of the board num
bered 1,413; including Nashville, 842; Bap
tist Book Stores, 539; Ridgecrest assembly, 
22, and Glorieta assembly, 10.

Woman's Missionary Union
A new look has transformed the South

ern Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union 
which appears to be “ready for tomorrow,” 
the Convention was told.

Miss Alma Hunt, WMU executive secre
tary said, the key to the new look is a re
modeled WMU organization which goes 
into effect in Oct. 1968, reinforcing the con
cept that WMU is one part of a total church 
program.

Calling the organization design “simple 
and flexible,” the report pointed out sig
nificant ideas which sharpen WMU’s ap
proach for the future: fewer officers, sepa
rate officers for WMU and Woman’s Mis
sionary Society (adult branch of WMU), 
broader concept of involvement, WMS 
groups formed by interest, new achievement 
guides for all age-level organizations.

The WMU outlined the reorganization in 
a completely new line of manuals, member 
handbooks, plan books, and other materials.

Thirty-five state interpretation meetings 
were planned in cooperation with state 
Woman’s Missionary Unions. With help of 
associational WMU officers, the interpreta
tion strategy reached most church WMU 
officers with explanations of the new plans 
and materials, said Miss Hunt.

A forerunner of the complete reorganiza
tion, mission action, gained momentum dur
ing 1966-67, she added. Six guides for min
istry and witness to persons of special need 
were introduced during 1967. Three more 
guides were designed in cooperation with 
Brotherhood and the Home Mission Board.

WMU will produce a Mission Action 
Group Guide for working with nonreaders, 
and the Brotherhood Commision will pro
duce guides for combating moral problems 
and for prisoner rehabilitation.

Pact, the international prayer partnership 
plan for the Crusade of the Americas, took 
shape at WMU during 1967. WMU under
took the project at the request of the SBC 
Denominational Emphasis Committee. Plans 
and materials have been developed in co
operation with the Home and Foreign Mis
sion Boards.

WMU-promoted missions offerings dur
ing 1966-67 totalled $17,848,617. The re
port stated, “Achieving offering goals is de
pendent in large measure upon support 
given in the churches by other church pro
gram organizations and church leaders.”

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
Foreign Missions yielded $13,760,146 of a 
$14,500,000 goal. The Annie Armstrong 
Offering for Home Missions was $4,088,470 
against a $4,500,000 goal.

Education Commission
The number of students studying for the 

ministry at Baptist seminaries, colleges, and 
schools declined only slightly last year, but 
there was an overall increase of 119 in the 
number of volunteers for all types of church 
vocations.

There were 7,251 ministerial students en
rolled in the seminaries and Baptist schools 
in 1967, only 35 less than the pervious year, 
said the SBC Education Commission.

In addition, there were 1,739 students 
who said they were volunteers for home or 
foreign missions, 1,843 church education 
volunteers, 1,229 church music volunteers, 
and 1,108 other volunteers for church vo
cations.

In the overall picture, there was a gain 
of 119 students in all of the categories of 
church vocations, and the report indicated 
that losses in some areas, such as the min
isterial student and church education cate
gories, were made up by gains in the gen
eral church vocations category.

Baptists affiliated with the SBC now op
erate 38 senior colleges, 15 junior colleges, 
seven academies, and four Bible schools. 
Most of these are owned and operated by 
state conventions, and district associations 
in a few cases.

The Southern Baptist Convention oper
ates six theological seminaries, plus the 
American Baptist Theological Seminary, 
which is sponsored jointly by the National 
Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc.

The Education Commission’s report, pre
sented by Executive Secretary Rabun L. 
Brantley, emphasized the conclusion of the 
Baptist Education Study Task (BEST), a 
two-year depth study of the problems fac
ing Christian higher education, as the high
light of the commission’s work in 1967-68.

More report briefs will be printed in the 
next issue.—Editor

WANTED: Retired Baptist pastor and wife to 
live in fishing and tourist village, in southwest 
Florida and pastor a small church. Home and 
small weekly remuneration provided. Must be 
in good health and have own transportation. 
If interested, please write Rev. John A. Parker, 
P.O. Box 2171, Port Charlotte, Fla. 33950.

Church Furniture For Sale
28 Pews, 11 feet long; pulpit and 3 pulpit 
chairs, finished in light oak and in good condi
tion. Made by Wolfe Bros. Price $800. Con
tact Bob M. Polk, pastor, Oak Street Baptist 
Church, Elizabethton, Tenn. Phone 542-4022 
or 542-2755.
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Woman's Missionary Union

Missionary Personnel for Girls’ 
Auxiliary Camps At Linden

Dominick Oates DuncanBeard

Missionary personnel serving in Girls’ 
Auxiliary Camps at Camp Linden the fol
lowing weeks are:

July 1-5—Rev. and Mrs. G. A. Nichols, 
Paraguay; Miss Helen Meredith, Colombia; 
Mrs. Roe R. Beard, Indians of Oklahoma.

July 8-12—Rev. and Mrs. G. A. Nichols, 
Paraguay; Rev. and Mrs. Marshall G. Dun
can, Kenya; Mrs. Roe R. Beard> Indians of 
Oklahoma.

July 15-19—Miss Alma Oates, Brazil;
All Girls' Auxiliary Camps are full except for a 
few places in the Intermediate Camp at Linden, 
July 8-12.

Duncan Meredith Beall Nichols Nichols

Rev. and Mrs. G. A. Nichols, Paraguay; 
Dr. Jeannette Beall, China; Miss Alice 
Dominick, Baptist Center, Florida.

July 22-26—Miss Alma Oates, Brazil; 
Rev. and Mrs. G. A. Nichols, Paraguay; Dr. 
Jeannette Beall, China; Miss Beverly Lutz, 
Paraguay; Miss Alice Dominick, Baptist 
Center, Florida.

Sunday School Department

Kindergarten Workshop To 
Feature Dr. Hutchens

By Florence Dewey

Each year a kindergarten workshop is 
held at Carson-Newman College and in the 
First Baptist Church of Jefferson City, 
sponsored jointly by the College and the 
Sunday School Department of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. The dates this summer 
are July 15 to 19.

Mrs. Barbara McDougal, Director of 
Carson-Newman Preschool, is serving as 
director of the Workshop, in cooperation 
with Miss Florence Dewey, associate in the 
Tennessee Sunday School Department.

Featured this year will be Dr. Elizabeth 
Hutchens, associate professor of religious 
education, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky. Dr. Hutch
ens will give a presentation of a kinder
garten curriculum area each morning and

(Continued on Page 13)

Pomona Now A Church
Pomona Mission of First Church, Cross

ville, was constituted a church, April 21, 
and adopted the name, “Pomona Missionary 
Baptist Church.”

J. E. Parrott, moderator of Cumberland 
County Association, presided over the serv
ice, and Jim McPherson, pastor of Home
stead Church, and Joseph Nickell, pastor of 
the mother church, served respectively as 
moderator and clerk of the council.

The new church called John C. McCoy as 
pastor and voted to seek affiliation with 
Cumberland County Association.

Tennessee Students Graduate at Southern Seminary
LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Six students from 

Tennessee were among the 141 graduates 
receiving diplomas from Southern Seminary 
May 31 in Alumni Chapel.

Addressing the group was Dr. Franklin 
Paschall, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and pastor of First Church, 
Nashville.

Peter Rhea Jones and James Edward Sor
rell, both of Dyersburg, received doctors 
degrees. Jones, a graduate of Union Uni
versity, was awarded the doctor of theology 
degree. The doctor of sacred theology de
gree was presented to Sorrell.

Receiving the master of divinity degree 

were Joe William Elliott of Portland and 
Edward Allen Inabinet of Knoxville.

Two students, Mrs. Carl C. Hughes, the 
former Barbara A. Farmer of Big Springs, 
and Donald B. McElroy of Kingsport, were 
awarded master of religious education de
grees.

Jones Sorrell Elliott Inabinet Hughes McElroy
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Kindergarten Workshop
(Continued from Page 12)

then demonstrate the use of the material 
with a group of kindergarten children. Ob
servers will have ample opportunity for dis
cussion and evaluation of the techniques 
used.

Other faculty members for the Workshop 
include:

• Mr. Ray Koonce, Director of Guid
ance and Placement at Carson-Newman 
College, and author of the book, Growing 
With Your Children, who will discuss the 
characteristics and needs of the growing 
child and how to guide him in the develop
ment of self-discipline.

• Dr. James Barry, Consultant in kin
dergarten and weekday work, Baptist Sun
day School Board, Nashville, who will lead 
in considering various working relationships 
along with subjects relating to administra
tion.

• Mr. Leon Castle, Minister of Music 
and Education, Lynn Garden Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, who has again been in
vited to show how music and music activi
ties can be used to enrich every aspect of 
the kindergarten program.

An added feature this year will be a dis
play of art materials. Mr. Lewis R. “Red” 
Burruss, a representative of Binney and 
Smith, Inc., will be on hand to present a 
wide variety of art supplies.

The first session will be held Monday 
evening, July 15, with a keynote message 
by Dr. Hutchens. Sessions will be from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day except Fri
day, when the Workshop will close with a 
special luncheon.

Those who attend are invited to stay on 
the campus. Rooms are available in Bur
nett Hall with linens and soap provided. The 
fee is $1.25 per day (without pillow or 
blanket) or $2.00 per day (with pillow and 
blanket). The cafeteria will be open for 
meals.

The Workshop fee is $25.00 to cover ac
tual costs and to provide participants with 
a specially prepared notebook, and the use 
of art materials. Those desiring one hour 
college credit will be required to complete 
extra assignments under the supervision of 
Mrs. McDougal, and will be charged $30.00 
for the course.

Register now, by completing the form be
low. Enclose a preregistration fee of $5.00 
and mail to Mrs. Barbara McDougal, Car
son-Newman Preschool, Jefferson City, Ten
nessee 37301.

If you are a 
NON-DRINKING 
DRIVER...

Here is your BEST BUY 
in Auto Insurance - - 
Preferred Risk Plus
Offers all the protection of most standard auto policies—PLUS 
ADDITIONAL BROADER COVERAGES—AT LOWER PRICES than 
standard rates.

• FOR TOTAL ABSTAINERS ONLY
(One beer a year is too many)

• MORE PROTECTION
than offered in standard auto policies

• LOWER PRICES
than standard rates

Look for your Preferred Risk Mutual agent 
under “Insurance” in the YELLOW PAGES

Auto • Home • Church • Life
6000 Grand Avenue • Des Moines, Iowa

Name ___________________________ .

Address __________________________

Kindergarten ____________________  
Please reserve a room__ Yes___ No 

__ Preregistration fee ($5.00) enclosed

FORK UNION MILITARY ACADEMY
Fork Union/ Virginia

Christian school owned and controlled by the Baptist General Association of 
Virginia maintaining the very highest standards.
ONE-SUBJECT PLAN used in Upper School increased Honor Roll 50% in Grades 
9-12. Separate Junior School. Grades 5-8. Two gyms, 16 modern buildings, 2 
indoor pools. Bands, Glee Club, all athletics, 70th year.
For ONE-SUBJECT PLAN Booklet and Catalog write
J. C. WICKER/ D.O., Box 813/ Fork Untonf Virginia.
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Life and Work Series

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 9, 1968—By W. R. White

Called To Be Learners
Basic Passage: John 1:35-39; Mark 3:13-19; 

Matt. 5:1-12; 11:25-30; Luke 9:23-26
Lesson Passage: John 1:35-39; Mark 11:25-30

A disciple is one who learns by following. 
Christ is not a teacher who sits at a desk and 
lectures. He is marching toward a consum
mation. He observes, interprets and demon
strates as He goes. We must experience with 
Him the truths we would know.

The experiences we have with Christ will 
be quite varied. There will be mountain tops 
and deep valleys. There will be both grati
tude and ingratitude. There will be moments 
of sweet fellowship and moments of bitter 
loneliness. There will be times of praise and 
times of ridicule. There will be bright peri
ods and dark hours. But we will be ever 
learning and coming into an experiential 
knowledge of liberating truth. There may be 
occasions of perplexing mystery but there 
will be great occasions of elevating revela
tion.

Call to Discipleship—John 1:35-38

John the Baptist witnessed to the redemp
tive mission of Jesus to two of his disciples. 
They became followers of Jesus immedi
ately.

Jesus observed this and asked them what 
they were seeking. They wanted to know 
where He dwelt.

John prepared his disciples for the Christ 
who was to appear. When He did appear 
John at once sought to get his disciples to 
become the disciples of Jesus.

Some of John’s disciples followed Jesus 
readily. To them Jesus asked a most pene
trating question as to what was their quest. 
He wanted to know the object of their 
search. This was most pertinent, all will 
agree. Notice that they addressed Him as 
Rabbi, master or teacher.

They wanted to know where He dwelt. 
Evidently they wanted to know where he 
taught that they might learn from Him and 
follow Him.

Reward of Discipleship John 1:39; Matt 11: 
25-26

Jesus invited them to follow Him and 
discover for themselves. They accepted His 
invitation and spent the day with Him. This 
was the best way to learn.

In the passage from Matthew we hear 
Jesus thanking the Father that He had 
hidden the great secrets of the Kingdom 
from the wise and prudent and had revealed 
them to babes.

These followers were babes in the faith 
and were highly teachable. The wise and 
prudent in this world’s learning were too 
proud in their sophistication to be taught.

The disciples of our Lord discovered the 
truth about Jesus while the intelligensia of 
that day, in the main, missed His significance 
completely. One group was humble and 
naive enough not to have fixed opinions and 
set prejudices. They did not fuly compre
hend Him but they sensed His unusual 
significance and became His ardent disciples 
learning more and more. This is the way 
that pleased our Heavenly Father. Many of 
the learned and great have come to rec
ognize Him as unique since His mighty 
impact on history.

Men have to empty themselves of precon
ceived ideas and come to Him as a little 
child to know Him now. Those who will to 
know and follow Him humbly will discover 
Him in His meaningfulness.

Learning Process Matt. 11:27-30

There are some things that must come by 
revelation. Christ and the Father have a 
unique knowledge of each other that can 
only be known by divine disclosure. The 
Father has given that privilege to the Son.

The Son invites all who are weighted 
down and struggling with the mystery and 
concerns of life to come to Him for relief 
and rest.

He invites them to get under the yoke of 
responsibility and service with Him. They 
will find Him meek and lowly in spirit and 
will experience a greatep release and reson
ance.

The companionship and exhilaration will 
make his yoke easy and his burden light. 
The achievements and satisfactions will re
move the irksomeness of life’s responsibili
ties and cares. Meaningful excitements and 
joys will give a new zest to existence.

Involvement with Jesus as we face the 
big issues and objectives of the kingdom of 
God will be so rewarding. This we can know 
and learn only by experience as disciples of 
Christ.

There is no need to stand idle, bewildered 
and bored before today’s mad scramble. 
Jesus offers us the fellowship of the com
mitted with definite procedures and objec
tives that offer real hope. There is no other 
serious alternative left to us.

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
A PINEY FLATS, TENN.
W Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

- CHURCH FURNITURE
Since 1888. Writ® for free estimate.

Find Real Personality Difference In

Child Who Turns To Smoking
Youngsters who develop the cigarette 

habit are generally less interested in achieve
ment, less likely to have mature values, 
more likely to be aggressive and rebellious 
than adolescents who do not become smok
ers, according to findings of a 34 year 
follow-up study of 200 teenagers just re
leased by University of California-Berkeley 
sociologists. The child who turns to smoking 
is also apt to be a late maturer physically, 
study results show.

The study is the first to reveal that there 
are definite personality differences between 
smokers and nonsmokers before the habit 
is established, observed Prof. John Clausen, 
who analyzed the findings.

The 200 adolescents in the study attended 
the same junior high school in the early ’30s. 
Researchers kept in touch with them through 
high school and into their adult years. 
Around two-thirds eventually became smok
ers.

An arresting finding was the differences 
between the mothers of the smokers and the 
non-smokers, observed Dr. Clausen.

Researchers found mothers of boys who 
became smokers to be more “neurotic,” 
lower in self-esteem, more anxious, less 
cheerful, less trustful and less open-minded 
than mothers of boys who did not smoke. 
Mothers of girls who became smokers 
tended to be chronic critics of their daugh
ters.

HOLMAN
VERSE REFERENCE®

BIBLES
America's Oldest Bible Publisher

"At Baptist Book Stores"

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.

724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.
24 N. Second Street. Memphis. Tenn.
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Church Honors
Arnolds

JERRY’S GOOD DAY*
By Carolyn Joyce

JACKSON—The C. C. Arnolds were honored 
at a dinner at Englewood Church here and pre
sented a silver service as a going away gift by 
the church which Arnold has served the past 
32 months as pastor. He has accepted the 
pastorate of Judson Church, Walker, La.

Jerry had a happy morning. He ate his 
eggs and toast and carried his dish to the 
sink.

“Mommy, is there something I can do for 
you?” he asked.

“Yes, Dear. You may empty the waste
baskets,” answered Mommy.

Jerry emptied each basket carefully into 
the trash can. “Now may I go play with 
David?” he asked.

“Yes, you may. Have a good morning,” 
said his mother.

Jerry played until lunchtime. Then he 
came home and washed his hands.

“I smell hot dogs! Goody!” Jerry and his 
parents thanked God for the food.

After lunch, Jerry took a rest. Then he 
went outside to play with David and his dog. 
His mother gave them some lemonade and 
cookies.

“That was a good treat, Mommy. Thank 
you,” said Jerry.

The boys played “catch” and rode their 
tricycles and made tunnels and towers in 
the sandbox. Then Jerry’s daddy called him 
for supper.

“Coming, Daddy! Good-bye, David,” 
called Jerry.

“Mommy, this is a good supper,” said 
Jerry. After supper, Jerry took a bath and 
put on his pajamas. His daddy read him a 
story.

“All ready for bed?” asked Daddy.

(Sunday School Board Syndicate, all rights reserved)

“Yes, and I’m really tired,” said Jerry. 
“Let’s just skip my prayers tonight.”

“Are you sure you want to do that?” 
asked Daddy.

“Well, I’m awfuly tired,” said Jerry softly.
“Did you have a good day, Jerry?” asked 

Daddy.
“Yes, I did,” answered Jerry.
“David is a nice friend, isn’t he? And you 

had fun with your toys, didn’t you?” asked 
Daddy.

“Yes, I’m glad for friends and toys, Dad
dy,” said Jerry. Then talking quietly, Jerry 
said, “Daddy, I think I do want to thank 
God for friends and toys and you and Mom
my and our good day. It will make God 
happy, and I’ll feel happy, too.”

“That’s fine, Jerry. And I’ll feel happy, 
too,” said Daddy.

WANTED: Music-Education or Music-Youth Di
rector for First Baptist Church of Carrollton, 
Missouri. Located 70 miles east of Kansas 
City, Mo. If interested write to pastor, Wayne 
Masters. Phone 542-3006

ORGAN REPAIR
Factory Trained Technicians 

Baldwin—Thomas—Wurlitzer 

Campbell Organ Service 
Route 17, Knoxville, Tenn. 37921 

Phone 615-588-5419

Owen College Holds 
Last Commencement
Owen College at Memphis held its last 

Commencement exercises June 2-3, before 
merging with LeMoyne College this fall. 
Charles L. Dinkins has been president. The 
Negro college has been sponsored by the 
Tennessee Baptist Missionary and Educa
tional Convention whose president, A. Mc
Ewen Williams, was the speaker Sunday, 
June 2, and Judge B. L. Hooks, chairman 
of the trustees, the speaker June 3, with 
exercises at St. John Baptist Church. The 
college, founded in 1954, goes into the 
merger with LeMoyne to more adequately 
present educational opportunities in the 
future.

Would You Like to Go to

HAWAII

With A Christian Group?

August 19-30

Write: W. J. Purdue, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, Tennessee

Call 247-4222 collect. Reservations 
must be made immediately.
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Tennessee Topics

Cardiff Church, Rockwood, was led in 
revival services by Roy Corum, Jr. of Eure
ka Church as evangelist and Howard Butler, 
song director. There were over 40 decisions. 
Carl Armes is pastor.

Highland Park Church, Jackson, William 
R. Whitlow, pastor, reports a revival in 
which Frank E. Floyd, pastor of First 
Church, Greenwood, S.C., did the preach
ing. There were 18 professions of faith, 10 
by letter, and over a hundred rededications.

Hardeman County Association—Horns
by Church purchased a bus. Midway is re
modeling the church building. New Bethel 
will observe its centennial with an all-day 
service and dinner on the ground, June 16. 
New Union’s new pastor, Leo Moore, has 
moved into the recently re-modeled pasto- 
rium.

Tennessee graduates at Clear Creek Bap
tist School, Pineville, Ky., May 23, were 
J. C. Harris, Erin; Arnold Webb, Maryville; 
Erskine and Jean White, Madisonville.

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
has been approved for a chapter of the 
Kappa Omicron Phi Fraternity, a national 
honor organization for home economics 
students and faculty. Dr. Evelyn Simpson, 
head of the C-N Home Economics Depart
ment, said that the C-N chapter would be 
officially installed next fall.

Miss Annie Sue Clift, missionary on leave 
from Japan, is now living in Newbern, 
Tenn, (address: Rte. 2, Newbern, Tenn., 
38059). Born and reared near Newbern, 
in Dyer County, she was a nurse in a hos
pital in Dyersburg at the time of her mis
sionary appointment in 1961.

Miss Laura Frances Snow, missionary, 
returned to Chile on May 14 following fur
lough in the States (address: Casilla 132, 
Santiago, Chile). She is young people’s 
secretary for the Woman’s Misionary Union 
of Chile. Born in Winston-Salem, Miss 
Snow lived in several North Carolina towns 
while growing up. She was young people’s 
secretary for the Woman’s Missionary Un
ion of Tennessee prior to her missionary 
appointment in 1955.

Holston Valley Association—Big Creek 
completed a pastor’s study, wash rooms, 
and extra classrooms in its recent building 
program under the leadership of Pastor 
Judge Johnson. Gill’s Chapel called Ken
neth Luckadoo as pastor. He was formerly 
pastor of a church near Tazewell. Billy 
Davenport has resigned as pastor of Hick
ory Cove Church to become pastor of Rose 
Hill Church in Powell River Association in 
Va. Oak Grove purchased a three bedroom 
house and three lots adjacent to the present 
church property to provide for future ex
pansion. Carter Morell is pastor. Work has 
begun on the Persia church building. 
Thomas Thompson is pastor. Shady Grove 
called B. H. Price from Kingsport as pastor.

Stone Association — Bangham Heights 
purchased a pastor’s home on about two 
acres of land which joins the church prop
erty. Everett Hooper resigned as pastor of 
Caney Fork Church effective June 9 to be
come pastor of Rosedale Church, Nashville. 
The pews have been varnished and the 
floors sanded and varnished at Morgan 
Graves Church.

Royal Ambassadors at the World's Biggest Fish Fry

Rev. and Mrs. I. Earl Williams, mission
ary appointees, planned to leave the States 
on June 3 for Liberia, where they will serve 
in Nimba (address: Lamco J. V. Operating 
Co., Yekepa, Roberts International Airport, 
Liberia, West Africa). Williams was born 
and reared near Monroe, La.; Mrs. Wil
liams, the former Jane Williams, is a native 
of Knoxville, Tenn. At the time of their 
appointment by the Foreign Mission Board 
in 1967 he was pastor of Lamar Church, 
Delhi, La.

Booneville, Arkansas

CULM
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

ran bros.
MFC. CO.

Phone: OR 5-2468

Royal Ambassadors of Puryear Church are alert to every opportunity to promote Royal 
Ambassadors. Here is a picture of the float they themselves built and entered in the "World's 
Biggest Fry" parade in Paris. Royal Ambassadors on the float are: Dwight Alexander, Randy 
Orr, Mickey Orr, Dwight Valentine, Ricky Brannon, Steve Gallimore, and Glen Gallimore. 
Pastor is Gerald D. Bland.

Theme of the float was "World Mission—My Mission."
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