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Pulpit To Pew
By Jim Griffith

A Denver minister, in a telecast, 
mentioned that someone might like 
to suggest what a preacher should 
preach about; he received 5000 letters.

Although he is specially trained, 
and divinely called, many persons are 
quick to tell the preacher how to 
preach.

The preacher isn’t expected to tell 
the doctor how to practice medicine, 
the lawyer how to practice law, the 
business man how to run his business, 
nor the housekeeper how to keep 
house. And yet, many lay people con
sider themselves authorities on preach
ing.

Of course, there are some who 
aren’t concerned about preaching. 
They don’t care what their preacher 
preaches about—so long as “it’s about 
20 minutes.”

Still others don’t want him to preach 
against anything except a distant and 
popular target like Russians.

But considering everything, there is 
this thought: If many pew occupants 
were as free with their offering as they 
were with their advice on preaching, 
there would be no church budget 
problems.
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interpretation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Did Jesus Approve of 
Dishonesty?

“And the lord commended the unjust 
steward, because he had done wisely: for 
the children of this world are in their gen
eration wiser than the children of light.”— 
Luke 16:8

Some interpreters point out a difficulty in 
this verse, holding that it makes Jesus ap
prove of the steward’s unjust act. But is 
this the case?

Jesus was relating a parable. A dishonest 
steward, or slave entrusted with his owner’s 
(lord’s) goods, was about to lose his position 
of trust. So while he still had charge of his 
lord’s affairs he courted the favor of those 
who owed his lord money. He gave them 
reductions in their debts (vv.5-7). He did 
this so that when he was put out of his 
position of trust those so befriended would 
take him in and look after him.

When the lord or owner heard of this he 
commended the slave for his shrewdness. 
He used his present opportunity for future 
benefit. But this commendation was merely 
a part of the parable. It was not a moral 
judgment of Jesus.

However, Jesus did draw a spiritual les
son from this earthly story. “For the chil
dren of this world are in their generation 
wiser [shrewder] than-the children of light.” 
As the slave used his present opportunity 
for future earthly gain, Christians should 
use their present spiritual opportunities for 
future spiritual gain. We should so use even 
money in spiritual enterprises (missions, 
etc.) so that souls won to Christ as a result 
of such will welcome us when we get to 
heaven.

So rather than to commend the slave’s 
dishonesty, Jesus exhorted us to an honest 
and wise investment of present opportunities 
for future spiritual gains. In this sense we 
would be as wise in eternal matters as 
people of the world are in temporal things. 
How many people will welcome you in 
heaven because of wise use of your oppor
tunities on earth?

A person who regularly engages in some 
form of relaxation as a balance to his 
work enjoys a rich, full and abundant 
life, and also performs better at his job 
. . . Our society has placed emphasis on 
the preparation and training of an in
dividual for work. In order to promote 
balanced living, however, emphasis must 
be focused not only on educating people 
about work but on educating people about 
leisure and relaxation.—James E. Gray, 
“Balance Work and Play,” Jnl. of Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation.

Devotional

God's Power
By Henry G. West

Pastor, Covington First Baptist
Perhaps my favorite scripture is Ephesians 

3:14-21. The latter two verses of the heart
cry of the mighty Apostle are “Now unto 
Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto Him be 
glory in the church by Christ Jesus through
out all ages, world without end. Amen.”

This glorious benediction needs to be 
spread anew in our hearts in this troubled 
age by the power of God’s Holy Spirit.

Somehow in our age of ambition, afflu
ence and abundance we have been duped 
into thinking we don’t need God, God’s 
powers, nor God’s love.

We have leaned so long upon our “own 
understanding” that when God ask us to 
dare the impossible, we stammer, falter and 
fail.

If ever we need to do the best thing in 
the worst of times it is today. We need the 
faith of men like Martin Luther who said, 
“If I knew the world was going to pieces 
tomorrow, I would still plant my apple tree 
today.”

Scientists have named mankind “An- 
thropos” which means “the being with the 
upturned face.” Let us therefore act like 
men, men who are the choice of God’s 
creation. Let us turn away from ourseW^j 
and our selfish desires and face God confi
dently as we come boldly to the throneC^ 
Grace expecting the fulfillment of “great je^- 
pectations,” because we worship and belief 
the promises of our exceedingly-abund^t 
God.

' IIsrael Is Peaceful,
Says SBC President

DALLAS—The president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention said on his return from 
the Holy Land that he found the nation of 
Israel for the most part safe and surprisingly 
peaceful, contrary to headlines concerning 
war in that nation.

W. A. Criswell, president of the conven
tion, admitted “there were a few incidents on 
the borders, but inside the land where one 
would want to go, all is peaceful.”

Criswell commented on the Israeli situa
tion upon his arrival here after completing a 
two-week tour of the Middle East. He had 
been a guest of the Israeli government. 
(BP)
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
(One in a series)

LAW, ORDER, AND JUSTICE
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Our democratic way of life cannot be 
preserved without respect for law and for 
those who enact, interpret, and enforce the 
law. Just as surely, a democracy cannot 
permanently survive unless it provides jus
tice for its citizens.

For a democracy to remain healthy, these 
two, law and order on the one hand and 
justice on the other, may be kept in proper 
balance. They must move along together.

In contemporary America there has been 
a breakdown to a distressing degree of law 
and order. This in turn has stemmed to a 
considerable degree from the struggle for 
justice by many of our citizens.

Extremists at both ends of the pres
ent struggle over civil rights have con
tributed to the breakdown of respect 
for law and for those who interpret and 
enforce the law. Some of those who 
now cry the loudest for “law and 
order” are the very ones who sought in 
every possible way, a few years ago, to 
evade compliance with the courts’ deci
sions regarding desegregation.
They were and some still are particularly 

harsh in their criticisms of the United States 
Supreme Court. Some have even accused 
the court of following the Communist line. 
Such not only contributes to a breakdown 
of respect for the court but also for law in 
general.

Both order and justice are essential for a 
healthy social order. Unfortunately, some 
who seek to attain justice use methods that 
tend to undermine respect for law and 
order. When this is done the cause of jus
tice is ultimately hurt rather than helped.

On the other hand, some people would 
maintain law and order even if it meant the 
denial of justice to some of our citizens. 
Ultimately this is self-defeating. The law 
will not be respected by those who cannot 
find justice under it, and order ultimately 
will be undermined.

The relative importance of order and 
justice are determined by the situation. 
In a time of rapid change and revolu
tion such as the contemporary period, 
justice should be given primacy. This 
can be done without a reckless aban
donment of law and order.
Let anyone who believes he is justified 

in disobeying a particular law seek to do so 
in such a way as not to lose respect or to 
cause others to lose respect for law as such 
and for those who enforce it.

In other words, if he feels that he must

World Population Is Growing 
At Rate of 180,000 Per Day

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y.—The world 
last year grew at the rate of 180,000 people 
a day, according to the new United Nations 
Demographic Book.

The 65 million increase brought world 
population to 3,420,000,000 by mid-1967. 
If the present rate of 1.9 percent popula
tion growth continues, the total will double 
by the year 2006, the report said. It also 
revealed that:

—In the period from mid-1966 to mid- 
1967, 19 percent of all people lived in cities 
of 100,000 or over.

—Three-quarters of mankind lived in de
veloping regions, and more than half of the 
total in Asia.

—The population of Mainland China was 
estimated at 720 million and was increasing 
by 1.4 percent annually.

—The annual rate of population increase 
between 1963 and 1967 was 2.5 percent in 
Africa; 2 percent in Asia; 0.8 percent in 
Europe; 2.9 percent in Latin America; 1.3 
percent in North America; and 1.2 percent 
in the Soviet Union. The highest figure— 
3.5 percent—was reported from Central 
America.

More than half of the population of 
North America lives in cities of at least 
100,000 people.

Tokyo has remained the most populated 
city of the world with 8,907,000 inhabitants 
in 1966, followed by New York with 7,- 
969,000 for the same year; then Shanghai 
with 6,900,000 and Moscow with 6,422,000 
in 1967.

The report reveals that infant mortality 
has continued its downward trend, ranging 
from 12.6 deaths per 1000 live births in 
Sweden, to 150 or more per 1000 in some 
developing countries. The figure for the 
U. S. was 22.1.

Life expectancy at birth is now greatest 
for female babies born in Ireland. They 

disobey let him do so regretfully and with 
a willingness to suffer the consequences for 
his disobedience. His hope should be that 
his suffering in some way will contribute to 
a change of the law and will be a redemp
tive influence in general in society.

On the other hand, let the majority who 
have the power be sure that they are just as 
concerned about justice as they are about 
law and order. If they are not, the law and 
order that they may now have will not be 
on a sound basis. It will at best be uncertain 
and unstable.

It should not take a wise man to see the 
relevance of the preceding to both whites 
and blacks in the present racial crisis in the 
United States.

should attain 76 years old or more. Men 
can hope to live longer in Sweden (an aver
age of 71.6 years).

Shortest life expectancy for females is in 
Upper Volta, 31.1 years; while males in 
Gabon can hope to live an average of only 
25 years. The count in 125 countries shows 
that female life expectancy exceeds that of 
men in all but six countries.

In all parts of the world, the report says, 
married men and women have lower death 
rates than single, widowed or divorced 
people.

Heart disease and or cancer are shown 
as the leading causes of death in all Euro
pean countries plus Canada, the United 
States, Cuba, Uruguay, Hong Kong. Israel, 
Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

In the tropics it is more likely to be 
gastritis or pneumonia. (RNS)

Foundation

The Foundation Story
By Jonas L. Stewart

Executive Secretary
The Tennessee Baptist Foundation has a 

story that should be told. It belongs to 
Tennessee Baptists. Its purpose is two-fold. 
First, it provides a way for Christian stew
ards to continue their testimony for Christ 
on earth after they have gone to heaven. 
Then, by acting as trustee for funds left in 
its care, the Foundation builds a financial 
foundation under our institutions and agen
cies. Taking advantage of this medium of 
service God’s people have placed with us 
more than four million dollars. Some of our 
benefactors have been with the Lord many 
years, but they being dead still speak to 
souls who need Jesus. Their testimony will 
live until Jesus comes back to earth again.

A soldier has a four-year-old daughter. 
He is in Vietnam. There is no one to take 
care of the financial needs of his daughter 
if he should die. He made the Foundation 
the beneficiary of his insurance, with the 
agreement that his daughter will be cared 
for until she is grown, then the proceeds 
would go to provide scholarships for minis
terial students.

Many have made wills leaving a part, and 
others their entire estate, to the Founda
tion for the benefit of colleges, children’s 
homes, cooperative program and other 
causes.

If you would like more information about 
a continuing witness for Christ, contact the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation.
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President's Address

DEMANDS OF OUR DAY UPON THE CHURCH
(Address prepared for delivery to the Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Tuesday evening, Nov. 12, by Dr. Wade E. Darby, Convention president)

Text: Eph. 5:25 “Christ—loved the church and gave himself for it.”

I know a place where a river begins. It 
is a low place made damp by a little spring. 
The waters begin small and slow. At first, 
just a trickle as a small stream it bends and 
twists over rocks, around hard places and 
down little slopes. Other little streams join 
it. It gathers momentum and finally races 
along. Each tributary adds volume and color 
to the gathering torrent. It becomes deeper 
and faster. Finally it appears to push rocks 
and sands aside and moses its way where 
it will.

At last it is wide, deep, murky and slow 
in movement, unless prodded by rains and 
flooded tributaries. One can look at the 
water and tell where it has been. The river 
carries with it some of the characteristics 
of every field over which it has flowed. 
Black rich soil, white clay marshes, poor 
red hills, low sandy places, and small gravel 
beds all make other contributions and com
bines in a conglomerate of substance and 
color.

So it is with the church. She has passed 
over many lands and through many peoples 
and cultures. She carries with her a little 
bit of all she has passed through. Like 
Ulysses, she can say, “I am a part of all 
I have met.”

Absorb Some Attitudes
This should not surprise us. It is to be 

expected that the church learn the tongue 
of the people whose history she traverses. 
It is natural that she share some of the 
patriotism of the flag under which she lives. 
It is inevitable that she absorb some of the 
tastes, attitudes, and customs of the cultures 
in which she lives.

This is one of the reasons denomina- 
tionalism developed. Denominationalism 
does reflect theological differences. De
nominationalism also reflects sociological 
and cultural differences. As long as people 
are different there will be differences in the 
understanding and in the expression of the 
Christian faith. What some choose to call 
the divided church and the scandal of Chris
tianity is no more than a natural reflection 
of cultural and sociological differences.

This is also one of the reasons for some 
of the more obvious weaknesses of the 
church. Though the church is as Paul says 
in I Corinthians 12:27, “the body of 
Christ . . . ,” it is a body touched, influ
enced, and taught by its place, time, and 
environment. The tragedy is that sometimes 
the church seems to be more of a reflection 
of its culture than an incarnation of its 
Christ. The church exists in culture. The 
church utilizes culture. The church is 

touched by and is indebted to culture. The 
church however, must not be submerged in 
culture.

Rise Above Its Culture
ONE OF THE DEMANDS OF OUR 

DAY IS THAT THE CHURCH RISE 
ABOVE ITS CULTURE. The tensions of 
our time, the intimacy of our day, the prob
lems with which we wrestle demand the 
ministry of a church that is more like Christ 
than its culture. No church that is the cap
tive of a race, a class, a country, or any
thing less than Christ can measure up to 
these times.

OUR DAY ALSO DEMANDS A RE
STATEMENT OF THE BIBLICAL DEFI
NITION OF A CHURCH. The word 
“church” is found 114 times in the New 
Testament. Eighty-five times it clearly means 
the assembly which believes in Christ at a 
given place. Twenty-six times its usage is 
open to varied interpretations. Three times 
it does not refer to the church. In every 
instance however, it means people. The 
church is people. The church is not a build
ing, a denomination, or an institution. The 
church is people. ■* „

The church is a unique kind of people. 
The church is people acknowledging Christ 
as redeemer and Lord. The church is not 
just a crowd. It is Christ’s crowd. It belongs 
to him and knows it. This sets it apart from 
all other crowds. We often define a church 
as a group of “baptized believers.” This is 
fine as far as it goes. Why stop a definition 
however, with the initiatory rite. Why not 
let the definition proceed to the implications 
of that baptism? Paul said in Galations 
5:22-23 that the “. . . fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance . . . .” 
A baptized man can be a baptized devil. 
But baptized or not baptized no devil can 
be characterized by the fruits of the Spirit. 
Our day demands a definition of the church 
that has a reference to righteousness as well 
as to water.

Relationship To World
THIS DAY, IN ADDITION, DEMANDS 

THAT WE REINTERPRET THE RELA
TIONSHIP OF THE CHURCH TO THE 
WORLD. The biblical view of the world is 
summed up by Paul in the first chapter of 
Romans. Paul sees the world as having a 
revelation of God. “. . . that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them . . . .” 
(Romans-1:19)

In Paul’s judgment this revelation is such 
that man’s unrighteousness is inexcusable,

“. . . they are without excuse . . (Romans 
1:20)

Paul’s view is that man did not value the 
revelation and chose to disregard it.

. when they knew God they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful . . . .” 
(Romans 1:21)

Paul sees God as respecting man’s choice 
and permitting the consequences of his 
choice to follow.

The natural impulse to worship is directed 
to created objects rather than the creator. 
“And changed the glory of the uncorruptible 
God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, 
and creeping things.” (Romans 1:23)

The wholesome purposes of sex are per
verted and prostituted. “God gave them up 
unto vile affections . . . .” (Romans 1:26)

Church Cannot Be Blamed
Paul’s view is in complete harmony with 

the Genesis account of the fall of man. The 
writer of the third chapter of Genesis sees 
humanity as choosing to express its will in 
defiance of the Divine will. Humanity is 
pictured as subjugating the spiritual and 
moral to the flesh and its appetites.

The consequences are seen in terms of 
depravity, disunity, guilt, and an existence 
characterized by tension and conflict. To 
whatever extent the Genesis account might 
look backward historically, it certainly looks 
inwardly descriptively. This is not only what 
we see. This is more than our interpretation. 
This is also our personal experience. The 
biblical insight and our personal experience 
witness to the alienation and the lostness of 
the world.

In the biblical view of the world the 
church is not responsible for its lostness. 
It is not something the church did or failed 
to do that causes the world to be lost. The 
church has reason for shame. She has and 
is failing in many ways. But the church 
cannot be blamed for the lostness of the 
world.

Not End In Itself
Consequently, it is not the fault of the 

church that the world is not saved. There 
is a revelation and a work of God in and 
through the church, but there is a revelation 
and a work of God in the world apart from 
the church. The church is a part of the 
world that chose to respond to God’s re
demptive love. As such the church is evi
dence that God is working redemptively in 
the world. The very existence of the church 
in the world is a reason for hope. Paul told 
the church at Corinth, “Ye are God’s hus
bandry, ye are God’s building ...” (1 Cor. 
3:9) You are the tilled field in which God 
is working. You are the building which he is 
constructing. Jesus said, “I will build my 
church. . . .” (Matt. 16:18)

This does not negate the necessity of 
applying the social ethics of the gospel to 
human problems. It does say that social 
service on the part of the church shall be 
in the passion of Christ’s love, in a spiritual 
perspective, and with a redemptive motive. 
Against a background of sin and redemptive
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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
love our social action can never be an end 
within itself.

Further, OUR DAY DEMANDS THAT 
WE RE-EXAMINE THE RELATION
SHIP BETWEEN CHURCHES AND A 
DENOMINATION. We are well aware that 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention is an ex
tension of the ministry of local churches in 
areas and in projects that are beyond the 
resources of single churches. The story of 
how Judson and Rice wrote from Burma 
offering themselves as missionaries and 
thereby almost forcing Baptists into a de
nominational relationship does not need 
retelling at this point.

Not A Church
Several things do need to be said. One, 

a denomination is not a church. A denomi
nation is composed of messengers from 
churches who want to participate with other 
churches in certain projects. Two, it is 
folly to demand theological or organiza
tional conformity of all who choose to 
support denominational activities. Three, 
the genius of Baptist ecclesiology is that a 
Baptist church can align or associate itself 
with any one of the three usual denomi
national units in Baptist life, the Associa
tion, the State Convention, or the Southern 
Baptist Convention, without necessarily par
ticipating in the other two.

Attempts have been made to make repre
sentation in the State Convention dependent 
upon representation in an Association and 
representation in the Southern Baptist Con
vention dependent upon representation in a 
State Convention. This must never be. Each 
denominational unit is composed of mes
sengers from Churches. Associations are not 
composed of churches, and State Conven
tions are not composed of Associations, and 
the Southern Baptist Convention is not com
posed of State Conventions.

If this were true we would have a South
ern Baptist church. There is no Southern 
Baptist church. There are churches. There 
are three denominational units. That is why 
the denomination, at any level cannot com
mand the churches. No denominational ac
tion is binding upon any Baptist church. No 
denominational unit can speak for the 
churches.

Voice In Own Community
This is confusing to those who insist that 

Baptists should involve themselves as a de
nomination in the ecumenical movement. 
It is just as confusing to those who insist 
that Baptists should be more vocal in ad
dressing themselves to the issues of the day. 
When Baptist messengers come together 
they should speak. They should speak cou
rageously and clearly.

We must not think that because we can
not speak authoritatively to the churches we 
should not speak at all. Associations and 
Conventions are derelict in their duties if 
they fail to speak biblically and persuasively. 
We tell the churches what we think about 
missions, about stewardship, about educa

tion, etc. We should also tell them what we 
think about race, and war, and poverty, and 
anything else that becomes pertinent in our 
day. The voice that needs to be heard most 
desperately however, is the voice of the 
local church as it becomes the voice and 
ministering hands of Jesus to its own com
munity.

I believe in denominationalism because I 
believe in the things that single churches 
cannot accomplish alone such as colleges, 
hospitals, and home and foreign missions. 
There are those who declare that this is 
the post-Christian era, the church is not 
relevant, and denominational institutions are 
selfish relics of the past who seek only to 
preserve self.

Tennessee Baptists Care
The Baptists of Tennessee care about 

their day to the extent that they are giving 
about seven millions of dollars per year. 
They are giving about two and one-half mil
lions of dollars to home and foreign mis
sions. They are investing about one and 
one-half millions per year in educational 
institutions. They are spending about one- 
half million per year to care for over five 
hundred children in our children’s homes. 
They own hospitals that minister to over 
two hundred and fifty thousand patients per 
year. These same hospitals do about two 
millions of dollars worth of charity work 
each year.

No human endeavor is without fault, but 
no organization that is this deeply involved 
in mission and ministry need apologize for 
its existence. In fact we should take steps 
to make our cause better known and our 
work more extensive.

I would suggest that we change the time 
of our Convention meeting from Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday to Thursday eve
ning through Sunday afternoon, closing with 
a tremendous rally. We should meet at a 
time when students could attend. We should 
make it more convenient for the laymen. We 
should attempt to add some color and ex
citement to some of the sessions without 
apology.

More Representative Boards
I would also suggest that the boards of 

our institutions be more representative of 
all areas of our state. People from all three 
divisions should serve on every board. This 
would help prevent provincialism. It would 
aid in making our work known to all of our 
people.

Finally, OUR DAY DEMANDS A RE- 
EVALUATION OF THE WORTH OF A 
CHURCH.

To the Christian, Christ must be the clue. 
We know what Jesus thought of the church. 
“Christ . . . loved the church and gave him
self for it . . . .” The church, to Jesus, was 
worth whatever it might cost. For Him the 
price was everything, He gave everything. 
This was the value He placed upon the 
church.

Paul saw the church in the same manner.

This was not always true. There was a time 
when Paul saw the church as a deluded and 
dangerous group that could not be tolerated. 
He dedicated himself to its destruction. The 
stoning of Stephen was with his consent. 
Luke tells us that “he made havoc of the 
church, entering into every house, and hal
ing men and women, committed them to 
prison.” (Acts 8:3)

Paul confesses, “. . . I persecuted the 
church of God, and wasted it.” (Gal. 1:13) 
“I . . . was ... a blasphemer, and a perse
cutor, and injurious . . . .” (I Tim. 1:13) 
This is why he saw himself as “chief of sin
ners.” (I Tim. 1:15) After his encounter 
with Christ he saw the church in a different 
perspective. From the Damascus Road ex
perience onward Paul was perfectly willing 
to endure the beatings, the labours, the im
prisonments, the shipwrecks, the perils of 
nature and dangerous men, the physical 
privations, and the burdensome care and 
concern, that his ministry to the churches 
exacted. (II Cor. 11:23-28)

Not Perfect Churches
These were not perfect churches that these 

men loved. They were composed not of the 
“wise”, the “mighty”, or the “noble”, (I 
Cor. 1:26) but of former thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers, extortioners, fornicators, 
idolaters, and sexual perverts whose former 
habits lingered. (I Cor. 6:9-11) Jesus said 
“. . . ye are clean, but not all,” but he 
loved all. (John 13:10) It was this kind of 
church that Jesus said was the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. (Matt. 
5:13-14) This was the church Jesus loved. 
This was the church Paul loved. This is the 
church we must love. What it is, whose it is, 
and what it does, all combine to demand 
and deserve our best.

We speak of Christian solutions to hu
manity’s ills. Perhaps it would be more 
accurate to suggest that Christianity does 
not present solutions so much as it pro
poses goals. The gospel calls us to principles 
and goals. It suggests that these purposes 
are not achieved quickly, easily or cheaply.

In fact we are warned that they will be 
costly and almost impossible. Thus it is 
with the church. The ideal of the confessing 
community, the concept of the body of 
Christ, the sense of being the servant of 
God, and the consciousness of redemption, 
all converge and present to us a deserving 
challenge.

Price For Victory
Like a mountain climber who gazes at 

the peak and dreams. He schemes and plans. 
He hopes and works. He prays and climbs. 
He stumbles, falls, and falters. He climbs 
but inch by inch. He perspires and bleeds. 
Finally, he stands at the top of the peak and 
looks backward and downward. He isn’t 
surprised that he is exhausted, scarred, and 
bleeding. He knew all along that such is 
the price of victory. Thus it must be with 
those of us who serve the church.

(Continued on page 10)
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EDITORIALS_________________________

MANIPULATORS IN THE CHURCH?
A book released recently asserts that the traditional 

church is so alive with “manipulation” that it may soon 
be dead.

Titled “The Manipulator and the Church,” the volume’s 
authors define “manipulation” as that which destroys a man 
as a man.

The title, and some quoted observations from the vol
ume, reminds afresh of the dangers faced by churches in 
a society largely manipulated and managed.

While some would cry “absurd,” there is none-the-less 
some merit, in this writer’s opinion, to allegations in this 
area. This opinion is based on at least some passing ac
quaintance with so-called “Madison Avenue techniques.”

It is, we believe, no secret that the American way of life 
has been influenced profoundly for many years by tech
niques of promotion and selling which embrace the latest 
psychological methodology. From the time we arise in the 
morning until we retire in the evening, we are bombarded 
with suggestions both to our conscious and subconscious 
minds which affect vitally our conduct patterns. Perhaps 
we have learned some of these lessons too well, and it is 
just possible we have in recent years begun to apply them 
in our conduct of church affairs.

Authors of the volume assert that church members 
manipulate each other, they manipulate the minister, and 
he manipulates them.

The book indicates that devices used by laymen for 
manipulation include cancelling the pledge, cutting off 
attendance, coercion through committees, creation of dis
sension, covering up with cliches, controlling the cur
riculum, closing the mind and controlling the minister.

The volume declares further that a minister can in turn 
use the power of his profession, the weight of authority, 
the prestige of his training, the power of privilege, the 
scarcity of his kind and “deck stacking.”

Perhaps in the listing of the above devices allegedly used 
by ministers and members, the reader may see some recog
nizable personification. Again, a worldly reaction may be 
that “it is in the best interests of the church.” Back to the 
old argument of whether the end justifies the means. We 
doubt it.

The Church of Jesus Christ will, we believe, be used 
for the glory of God and the Advancement of His Kingdom 
as the church members, in the spirit of Our Lord, seek to 
be used of Him.

There is no room in the work of Our Lord for the 
subtle, often shady techniques of a secular world. Our 
influence upon this secular world will, we believe, diminish 
rather than increase when subtle pressures and manipula
tion take the place of the spirit of love and compassion 
which is Our Lord’s.

Again, we doubt seriously that this was what the Apostle 
Paul had in mind when he said he could become all things 
to all men. . . .

We are admonished to be in the world but not of the 
world. Admittedly this is not an easy admonition. How
ever, it is one we need to heed continually.

We cannot do God’s business on the world’s terms, and 
with the world’s techniques, and expect God to bless us 
in the doing of it. Of this we are persuaded completely.

Page 6

THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD
President Darby has served Tennessee Baptists well with • 

reminders in his message to the Convention that this day 
“demands that we reinterpret the relationship of the church 
to the world.”

Quoting Romans 1:19, the convention president noted 
that Paul sees the world as having a revelation of God so 
“that which may be known of God is manifest in them.”

The church, defined as “a body of baptized believers 
banded together to accomplish for the glory of God those 
things which might not be accomplished as individuals, 
and exhibiting fruits of the spirit,” is today suffering from 
criticism, both internal and external, such as, quite pos
sibly, never before.

Critics of the church say that it is ineffective; that it has 
no vital relationship to the world in which it exists; that it 
has lost its concern and voice; and so on down the list.

These critics—often at extreme ends of anv given center 
point—hurl charge and counter-charge at each other, with 
increasing frequency. Some affirm that the churches today 
have lost their evangelistic fervor and are concentrating 
exclusively upon a “social gospel.” Others allege that the 
churches are so evangelical that their concern is purely 
other-worldly with no interest in the concerns of today. 
Even the charges often lack preciseness in detail.

Dr. Darby asserted that “the very existence of the church 
in the world is a reason for hope.” He notes that in the 
Biblical view of the world, the church is not responsible for 
its lostness. Consequently it is not the fault of the church 
that the world is not saved.

The convention president went on to point out that this 
does “not negate the necessity of applying the social ethics 
of the gospel to human problems. It does say that social 
service on the part of the church shall be in the passion of 
Christ’s love, in a spiritual perspective, and with a redemp
tive motive. Against a background of sin and redemptive 
love, our social action can never be an end within itself.”

Well said! The church of the Lord Jesus Christ ministers 
to our world in a totality of need. There must be evan
gelistic concern, and an evangelistic ministry of witness to 
our day. God commands it! We believe God commands 
us also to witness to our world in such a manner that the 
world knows that we, as Christians, are concerned about 
the total needs of the world. Our spiritual concern is not 
at odds with, for example, Amos’ concern for a just and 
righteous society with an ethical content to its religion.

Evangelism—social concern—and all points in between. 
All are needed, all are Biblical, and all are interrelated!

Baptist and Reflector



Other Conventions

Outright Grants
Denied In Missouri

ST. JOSEPH, Mo.—The Missouri Baptist 
Convention meeting here adopted a four- 
point policy statement regarding federal aid 
to its institutions, and approved the “State
ment Concerning the Crisis in the Nation” 
adopted earlier this year by the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting in Houston.

In a meeting marked by unity and only 
routine debate, the convention also passed 
a record 1969 budget, activated a new divi
sion of higher education to coordinate the 
convention’s program of higher education, 
and re-elected its incumbent officers.

The four-point policy statement concern
ing federal aid to its institutions did not 
differ greatly from the present policy of the 
convention, reported the education study 
committee which recommended adoption of 
the policy.

The statement denies outright federal 
grants to Baptist institutions and stated 
that any attempt by one of its institu
tions to receive such grants would be 
“grounds for bringing under review the 
relationship between the institution in
volved and the Missouri Baptist Con
vention.”
On the matter of government loans, the 

policy encourages college trustees to negoti
ate loans “at the most favorable interest 
rates available from (either) private or pub
lic sources if the boards believe the rates 
charged by a public agency will service a 
loan without subsidy from tax funds.”

Other points of the policy “encourages 
colleges to establish procedures compatible 
with Baptist beliefs” concerning grants or 
loans to individual students, and “encour
ages colleges to engage in mutually bene
ficial research or service projects on contract 
with public agencies” provided public funds 
do not exceed actual costs.

The Missouri Baptist Convention 
Executive Board recommended that the 
convention approve the statement 
adopted by the Southern Baptist Con
vention last June concerning “The 
Crisis in our Nation.”
Adopting a record budget, the convention 

set a Cooperative Program goal of $3.6 
million for 1969, an increase of about 
$100,000. Of the total, 35 per cent will go 
to Southern Baptist world mission causes, 
10 per cent to special denominational 
causes, and 55 per cent to state mission 
causes. In addition, a total goal of $1.75 
million was approved for three special state, 
national and foreign mission offerings in 
Missouri churches.

In another major action, the convention 
voted to activate a division of higher educa
tion of its Executive Board, with a con
sultant retained to advise in further 
development of a coordinated program of 
higher education for Missouri Baptists.

Re-elected president of the convention

A retired missionary couple is shown translating PACT prayer requests for Tennessee 
Baptist churches. Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Allen, retired after 41 years of missionary service 
to Brazil, assist Mrs. R. L. Mathis (center) of Woman’s Missionary Union, Birmingham, 
Ala., as they translate PACT applications from Portuguese to English. Hundreds of prayer 
partner requests have begun to come into the Birmingham office. When the PACT plan 
was introduced last year, Brazil requested that it be matched with Tennessee. Tennessee 
responded and more than 300 Tennessee Baptist churches, together with individuals, and 
families are committed to join as prayer partners with Brazilian Baptists.

Mission Orientation
Scheduled for Georgia

The Southern Baptist 'Foreign Mission 
Board will hold the 1969-70 sessions of its 
orientation conference for new missionaries 
at Callaway Gardens, in Georgia, according 
to Dr. Jesse C. Fletcher, director of the divi
sion of mission support.

The Board voted the change of location 
from Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Assembly, 
operated by the Sunday School Board, to the 
Georgia facilities during its annual meeting 
in October, pending final negotiations. These 
were completed Oct. 31.

Fletcher said the decision to move was 
made after careful study of bids from Ridge
crest, Callaway Gardens, and several other 
potential hosts. The study was made by the 
Board’s administrative staff and appropriate 
committees.

was Thomas S. Field, pastor of First Bap
tist church in Springfield, Mo., who warned 
in his presidential address that Missouri 
Baptist churches are in danger of sleeping 
through a revolution. (BP)

Japanese Government
Honors Missionaries

Dr. Edwin B. Dozier and Miss Alma 
Graves, Southern Baptist missionaries, have 
been decorated by the Japanese government 
for their contributions to Japan in the cul
tural, educational, and social welfare fields, 
reports Missionary Worth C. Grant, follow
ing an account in the October 23 edition of 
the Asahi Evening News, published in 
Tokyo.

Dr. Dozier, chancellor of Seinan Gakuin, 
Baptist university in Fukuoka, received the 
Fourth Class Order of the Rising Sun. He 
was the only missionary to receive this 
decoration.

Miss Graves, a faculty member at Seinan 
Gakuin, received the Fourth Class Order of 
the Sacred Treasure. She was one of nine 
Christian missionaries given this award.

In all, more than 20 missionaries and mis
sion school teachers of several denomina
tions were decorated. “This seems to indi
cate an appreciation by the Japanese govern
ment for the work of these Christians,” 
Grant said.
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Tennessee News Briefs
Silverdale church, Chattanooga, reports 

nine professions of faith, one by letter, one 
by statement and 24 rededications during 
their recent revival which was led by Ken
neth C. Hubbard, pastor, First church, Man
chester, evangelist and Frank Drewry, of 
Oakwood church, Chattanooga, music direc
tor. Harold D. Smith is pastor.

Gene R. James and Jackie E. Webster 
were ordained recently as deacons by East
land Heights church, Springfield. Jack H. 
Goodwin is pastor.

Lt. (jg) Gerald H. Hale of Camden, Tenn, 
has been ordained as a deacon by First 
Baptist church, Key West, Fla.

Beryl Vick, Jr., has been called as minis
ter of music by Immanuel church, Nash
ville. He has served for six and one half 
years as minister of music of Capitol 
Heights church, Montgomery, Ala. He and 
his wife have two children, Mark Steven, 11 
and Jennifer Elaine, 4.

First church, LaFollette, has called Don
ald LaBelle as pastor. A native of Dothan, 
Ala., he served previously Taft Street 
church, Hollywood, Fla., as pastor.

Newly-elected officers for Concord As
sociation are: Eugene Cotey, pastor, First 
church, Murfreesboro, moderator; Billy 
Adams, pastor, First church, Smyrna, as
sistant moderator; A. C. Puckett, of 
LaVergne, treasurer and Mrs. W. C. Carl
ton, of Christiana, clerk.

Pastor Bobby Moore of Fairlawn church, Memphis, is shown turning the first shovel
ful of dirt during recent groundbreaking ceremonies for a new auditorium (900 seating 
capacity) and nursery building. The new facilities will cost $350,000. Members of the 
building committee are: George Little, chairman, Lloyd Nelson, Mrs. Nina Miller, 
W. A. Tedford, Dennis Clemmer, William Webb, Lawrence McCullough, David Cald
well and Robert Langston.

Boyd LeCroy, missionary in William 
Carey Association, was honored recently 
with a “This is Your Life” program, spon
sored by the Youth Fellowship Organization 
of the association. LeCroy has served three 
other associations in the state as missionary; 
Maury, Indian Creek, and Western District.

Dr. William T. Penrod, assistant profes
sor of Psychology, Union university, Jack- 
son, has been named acting head of the 
school’s Department of Psychology. He is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman college with 
the B.A. degree, a graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., with the B.D. and Th.M. degrees, and 
holds the master’s degree from the Uni
versity of Miami and the Ph.D. degree from 
the University of Fla.

First church, Waverly, recently ordained 
Troy Elkins as a deacon. Maurice Coleman 
is pastor.

Eddie Taylor, student at Union university, 
is the new pastor of Center church in Gib
son County Association.

Poplar Springs church, Gibson County 
Association, has called Vance Rushing, of 
McKenzie, as pastor.

Mike McGarvey, of Paducah, Ky., has 
accepted a call to become pastor of Mt. 
Pisgah church.

Darrell Butler is the new pastor of 
Latham’s church in Gibson County Asso
ciation.

Jimmy Crowe
Jimmy Crowe, Consultant, General Ad

ministration in the Church Training Depart
ment of the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
will lead the conference for General Officers 
and Church Staff at the State Training 
Union Convention and Youth Conference, 
December 30-31. The convention will be 
held at the Woodmont Baptist church, 
Nashville. Opening session will be 1:30, 
Monday afternoon.

Cooperative Program 
Gifts Top $42.6 Million

NASHVILLE—Contributions to world 
missions through the Southern Baptist Con
vention during the first 10 months of 1968 
exceeded $42.6 million, up $214 million 
from last year’s contributions, the conven
tion’s Executive Committee reported here.

The $42.6 million includes $21,729,272 
given through the SBC Cooperative Program 
Unified budget, plus $20,846,854 to desig
nated mission causes primarily through 
special offerings.

The grand total for the year exceeds con
tributions for the same period last year by 
$2,278,016, or 5.64 per cent.

Gifts to support the total work of the 
denomination through the Cooperative Pro
gram were up $890,970 in comparison to the 
first 10 months of 1967, an increase of 4.28 
per cent. Designations for the same period 
increased $1,287,046, or 7.09 per cent. (BP)

Tennessee Ministries 
Filmstrip Available

The filmstrip “Together We Share,” 
scheduled for preview at the Tues
day evening session of the Conven
tion, is available on a loan basis from 
the Stewardship Department of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Film 
Lending Library, 1812 Belmont Blvd., 
Nashville, Tenn., 37203, and through 
associational missionaries.

The new filmstrip, a production of 
the office of Gene Kerr, Assistant to 
the Executive Secretary, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, is a presentation 
of the ministries of the Convention.

Scriptwriter for the production is 
Mrs. Dorothy Russell Murphree, wife 
of the educational director, First Bap
tist church, Maryville.
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Convention Sermon

LIFT HIGH
(A sermon prepared for- presentation to the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention, meeting at 
Broadway Baptist church, Knoxville, Tuesday 
afternoon, November 12, 1968, by Dr. Ernest 
S. Owens, Jr., Pastor, Cherokee Baptist church, 
Memphis.)

A current popular song suggests, “What 
the World Needs is Love, Sweet Love.” 
God is love, and in Jesus Christ is recon
ciling the world unto Himself. So what the 
world needs is Jesus, sweet Jesus who said, 
“And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me.” (John 12:32)

Several years ago I was pastor of War
rington Baptist church in Pensacola, Fla. 
Across the street from the church was a 
water tower. Supporting the 50,000 to 
75,000 gallon capacity tank were four steel 
beams, each braced and cross-braced with 
each other.

Often, I looked at that tower, support
ing the tremendous weight of water, and 
wondered whether it would ever topple. 
Hurricanes had beat against it with buffet
ing winds. Rain, sleet and ice had clung to 
its sides; yet it stood firm.

The principle of water seeking its own 
level is used in gravitational systems. If the 
water is at the same level as the object, the 
water will have little effect. It must be 
raised above the level of the community it 
is going to serve. Then it must be chan
neled through vessels—pipes—into homes 
and industry.

Likewise, when Christ is lifted up, is 
exalted, our faith and witness will come to 
have the force and power it should and can 
have. As we are willing to exalt, to lift 
high, the Lord, the faith we hold and the 
gospel we proclaim will have more force 
and greater effects upon the world in which 
we live.

There are four supports to the tower of 
our faith—to the exalting of our Lord— 
among several considered to be essential. 
They are: 1) The Veracity and Authority 
of the Scriptures, 2) The Virgin Birth and 
Sinless Life of Jesus Christ, 3) The Vicari
ous Atonement and Glorious Resurrection 
of our Lord, and 4) The Victorious Return 
and Final Judgment by our Savior. These 
are the foundations and the supports upon 
which the good news of Christ is held 
high for men and women everywhere to see, 
to hear and to know.

THE VERACITY AND AUTHORITY 
OF THE SCRIPTURES

In a day and age in which attacks are 
being made upon the Bible, attacks upon 
the truthfulness of the Bible, we must con
sider and reaffirm the veracity of the Scrip
tures. If the faith we hold and the Savior 
whom we trust are to be lifted high, one 
of the supports must be the Word that 
comes from God.

The Scriptures themselves claim to be 
divinely inspired—God inbreathed:

THE LORD
All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; That the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished into all 
good works. (II Timothy 3:16-17)

How God inspired men to write His will 
into words upon scrolls, vellum, and parch
ments is the object of many theories. But 
that He spoke through men upon whom His 
spirit moved is not theory; it is truth.

The Bible is the word of God, the word 
from God, to men. It is the authority of 
God as to what He thinks. The mind of 
God, to the limits that man is able to un
derstand it, is revealed here. God’s very 
will is declared herein—His will for every 
man, for every need, for every aspect of 
life. There is no other word from God ex
cept His revelation, no word that does not 
square the divinely inspired book which we 
call the Holy Bible. This is one support for 
our faith in Jesus Christ whom this written 
word reveals.

THE VIRGIN BIRTH AND SINLESS 
LIFE OF JESUS

As the veracity of the Scriptures and 
their authority is one of the supports for 
lifting up the faith, so also is the Virgin 
Birth of Christ and His sinless life. Jesus 
was born of a virgin, like the Bible says. 
Dr. Luke wrote:

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel 
was sent from God into a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. (Luke 1:26-27)

Luke wanted everyone to know assuredly 
that Mary was a virgin because he used the 
word twice in the same verse.

This young woman had not known sex
ual experience with a man. The angel said 
unto her,

Fear not, Mary; for thou hast found fa
vor with God. And behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: And he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end. Then 
said Mary unto the angel, 'How shall this 
be, seeing I know not a man.” (Luke 
1:30-34)

This matter of Jesus’ birth was a miracle 
from God and of God.

The Holy Spirit became the agent of 
conception, which fact is recorded in Luke 
1:35. Mary gave birth to the boy child in 
Bethlehem, wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid Him in a manger. He was 
and is the Son of God—very God taber
nacled in human flesh. He was and is the 
Son of Man—very man abiding in the 
Spirit of God.

For the person who must deny the virgin 

birth of Jesus Christ, there is inevitable de
nial of the veracity of the Scriptures. Fur
ther, to deny the virgin birth of Christ is 
to assert that God gives favor to and finds 
high honor in young women who partici
pate in premarital sex relations. (See Luke 
1:28) Such an assertion or inference that 
God even condones fornication is contrary 
to the teaching and moral assertions of the 
Bible.

Mary was not a young woman of illusion. 
Luke was not so poor a student of the 
vernacular of his day that he would misuse 
a word for virgin twice in the same verse.

Jesus is the spirit of God in the flesh 
and man in the spirit. He was without sin. 
Paul asserted,

For he (God) hath made him (Jesus) to 
be in sin for us, who (Jesus) knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteous
ness of God in Him.” (II Corinthians 
5:21)

Although He was tempted in all points like 
as we are (Hebrews 4:15), He never suc
cumbed; He was always faithful and obedi
ent. He was a man of like passion as we 
are; He faced temptations and trials; yet 
He was without sin.

Had Jesus been less than the perfect 
“Lamb” of God, which John the Baptist 
called Him, He would not have been quali
fied to bear the sins of man in His death 
on the cross. He would have been required 
to have died because of His own sin.

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT AND 
GLORIOUS RESURRECTION

The third support of the tower of our 
faith and the exaltation of our Lord is His 
vicarious atonement and glorious resurrec
tion. Jesus died on the cross, not because 
of His sin (He had none!), but because of 
our sin. He died in our place, bearing our 
sin, because He loves us. We cannot die in 
sin and live in a sinless Heaven. Jesus be
came sin for us who have faith in Him in 
order that we bear His righteousness before 
the throne of God. When He died on the 
old rugged cross, He paid for all my sin.

“Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe,
Sin had left a crimson stain.
He washed it white as snow.”

Not only did He die for us, in our place; 
Jesus also was raised from the grave glori
ously and eternally. The grave could not 
keep its prey! There is no other word of 
hope for man than the word of the resur
rection of Jesus. Can the Buddhists point 
you to Buddha and say, “If you’ll follow 
Buddha, you will be raised from the dead?” 
Or the Confucian? or the Moslem? or any 
other? No, there is only one living Savior, 
Jesus Christ!

There is no message from the grave—no 
word—except the good news of Christ. 
That good news is a message of love (John 
3:16) and grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). Death

(Continued on Page 12)
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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
(Continued from page 5)

I can speak, in some respects, as Barth 
did to Bonhoeffer in 1933. Hitler harrassed 
the Jews of Germany in many ways before 
the massacres. One of these was the Ayran 
Clauses which disqualified those of Jewish 
origin or those who had married Jews from 
holding office in the church. Dietrich Bon
hoeffer and Karl Barth were among those 
who opposed. In 1933 Bonhoeffer accepted 
the call of two German speaking congrega
tions in London. He writes Barth to explain 

his absence. Barth replies. “I cannot really 
give you the prospect of taking part in a 
triumph, when I ask you to return to Ger
many. Here everything is as wretched and 
dismal as you could imagine—the sea rages 
and will have its victims—but one simply 
cannot become weary just now. Still less 
can one go to England—the house of our 
church is one fire—you know enough and 
can say what you know well enough to be 
able to help and you must return to your 

past by the next ship.”1
I can’t promise you a triumph. Your min

istry may be wretched and dismal. The sea 
may claim you as a victim. This is not the 
time however, to become weary. This is a 
time for all of us of the church to remain 
at our posts. There is more at stake than we 
know!
1 No Rusty Swords
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Harper and Row, New York, 1965, p. 239

THE NEW SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE WITH CONCORDANCE
This Christmas there's a wider selection than ever in gift 
styles of The New Scofield — "the most important, the 
most carefully constructed, and the most helpful reference 
Bible." — Moody Monthly

Acclaimed throughout the evangelical world, this new 
edition contains thousands of additional cross references, 
expanded footnotes, and other improved helps. It includes 
the complete text of the King James Version, all the 
well-known Scofield features, and 16 pages of 
New Oxford Bible Maps with Index.

NEW! Popularly-priced Edition. With Concordance. 
1,600 pages, 53/4 x 85/b"
French Morocco, gold edges. Black, Blue, or Red.

*09173. $15.95

NEW! Looseleaf Edition. A simple binding mechanism 
permits the easy insertion and removal of pages. 
The text is printed on writing-quality Oxford India 
paper, and ample margins and 192 pages of ruled bond 
paper provide space for notes. With Concordance. 
1,808 pages, 63/t x 9V2 x iVs"
Black Moroccoette, gold edges. O9382x. $29.50
Black Pin Grain Morocco, leather lined, gold edges.

09385x. $39.50
NEW! Wide Margin Edition. Generous margins and 
a 32-page section of ruled bond paper provide extra 
space for notes. The text is printed on writing-quality 
Oxford India paper. With Concordance.
1,648 pages, 67/s x 9V2 x IV4"
Black Natural Grain Morocco, leather lined, gold edges.

09379x. $35.00

THE OXFORD PRESENTATION BIBLE (KJV)
NEW! Popular Edition. Exquisitely produced and packaged, 
this new gift Bible features silver edges and stamping, a 
specially designed Presentation Page and Family Record. 
The King James Version text is printed in large, 
clear type on Ultrathin Oxford India paper. With 
Concordance, 100,000 Chain References, and New Oxford 

Bible Maps with Index. Silver gift box and gift card.
Size: 53Ai x 85/b, only 1" thick
Black Pin Grain Morocco, simulated leather lined to edge.

*04600x. $17.95
With Red Letters. *04900x. $18.95 

^Thumb indexing available.

Make it a Christmas to remember 
...with these Oxford gift Bibles
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Dr. Lam Chi Fung (left), president of Hong Kong Baptist college, Dr. Baker J. 
Cauthen (center), executive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, and Dr. L. Howard 
Jenkins, president emeritus of the Board, confer on growth of the 12-year old college. 
It began with a student body of 143 and present enrollment is 2300. The largest Christian 
college in Hong Kong, the school is in a fund-raising campaign to accommodate 3000 
students. Dr. Lam stated that a significant feature of the institution is its near self-sup
port. Some financial assistance has been received from the FMB, but many large gifts 
came from Chinese Baptists and other Christian friends in Hong Kong and other coun
tries of Asia. A steady support comes from the Hong Kong Baptist Association.

Rocket Damages Home 
Of Missionary Family

A 122 mm. Soviet-built rocket slammed 
into the home of Southern Baptist Mis
sionary Robert C. Davis, Jr., and his family 
in Saigon, Vietnam, October 31, but all per
sons in the house escaped injury, reported 
James F. Humphries, missionary in Saigon.

The rocket exploded in the laundry room 
about 25 feet from the table where the 
family and Missionary Journeyman Diane 
Hall were seated as they ate their dessert at 
the close of the evening meal.

The Davises’ heavy teaching schedule that 
day had delayed the meal until 9:00 p.m.

“Despite the impact of the blast which 
sent shrapnel flying in all directions, the 
only casualty was the family cat, whose tail 
was cut be shrapnel,” Humphries wrote. 
“Damage to the main part of the house was 
light.”

One book. One 
lull year ol 
leachinii helps.
Rozell’s Complete Lessons — 
1969 Commentary on Interna
tional Bible Lessons Uniform
Series increases the rewards of
teaching Sunday School by in

creasing your 
effectiveness 
and reducing 
time spent on 
lesson prepa
ration. Here 
in one all-new 
volume for 
1969 Brooks 
Ramsey has 
writte n a 
complete 
year of les

sons, each including word-for- 
word text, Scripture lesson, bold
type outline, intriguing introduc
tion, and applicable conclusions. 
“For any teacher of the Sunday
School lessons, it is a 'must’,!” 
Dr. W. A. Criswell, Pastor, First
Baptist Church of Dallas.

Cloth, $3.25

at your Baptist Book Store

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.

724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.
24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.

Thursday, November 14, 1968 Page 11



for the Christian is not finality, the end; it 
is the beginning, the opening of Eternity’s 
door to glory with Jesus.

VICTORIOUS RETURN AND 
FINAL JUDGMENT

The fourth support of the tower of faith 
is the victorious return of Christ and the 
final judgment. Jesus is coming again. Jesus 
IS coming again. The Bible so testifies; to 
this end our spirits and hopes reach out.
The hour is late; and the day grows dark 
as Jesus is preparing to come again.

When He comes, He will come as a 
King, not as a knave. He will come as a 
Lord, not as a lamb; as a Prince, not as a 
pauper; with a crown of glory, not a crown 
of thorns. He is coming to receive us unto 
Himself that we might be with Him (John 
14:1-3).

Jesus is coming to vindicate truth, justify 
faith, and reward His children. The old 
heavens are not beautiful enough for His 
children. He will roll up the old heavens. 
He will gather in Ursa Major, Ursa Minor, 
Sagittarus, Capricorn, the Southern Lights, 
the Milky Way, and all the others. Out of 
His glory and majesty, He will unfurl a new 
heaven, a new heaven of glory, worthy to 
shine within the glory of the Master of men.

Jesus will provide a new earth, one 
without disease, without illness, without 
selfishness, hatred, and prejudice. In the new 
earth, man’s ego will not vaunt itself against 
God. Every knee will bow before Him and 
every tongue will confess that Christ is all 
that God’s word reveals Him to be (II Peter 
3; Revelation 21).

It will be a great and glorious day for 
the born-again believer when Jesus comes.

But what a tragic hour for all who have 
not received Him as Savior and made Him 
Lord of their lives. When Jesus comes 
again, He will be the great judge for judg
ment against sin.

No doubt, with tears in his heart, John 
wrote in Revelation 20:

And I saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them.

1 And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and 
the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, ac
cording to their works.
And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell delivered 
up the dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to 
their works.
And death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death.
And whosoever was not found written in 
the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)
Someone may argue, “I don’t believe in a 

lake of fire.” He has the right to argue, 
but argument does not deny the truth. The 
argument of unbelief will not prove that 
hell does not exist. God will judge all; and 
all whose names are not written in the 
book of life will be cast into the lake of 
fire. John called this the second death.

The challenge of this hour in this year, 
to Tennessee Baptists is this: Let us exalt 
the Lord Jesus in our- lives, in every area 
of them—thoughts, emotions, intellect, will, 
stewardship, and witness. Exalt Christ in 
our businesses, trade, occupation, job, la

bor, leisure, family, and community. Exalt 
Christ in our churches, Bible teaching, 
training ministry, music, missions, fellow
ship, visitation, soul-winning. Exalt Jesus!

Tell the world of your faith in Jesus 
Christ, in the veracity and authority of the 
Bible, in the virgin birth and sinless life of 
our Lord, in His vicarious atonement and 
glorious resurrection, and in His victorious 
return and final judgment.

When the pilots at the Naval Air Sta
tion came in to prepare for landing at 
Sherman Field, they looked for the water 
tower with its signal light on top. When 
they saw the tower and positioned them
selves by it, they knew all was well. They 
were on track toward home. Multitudes 
need the signal light by which to position 
themselves. Atop the tower of our faith 
must burn brightly the signal light, Jesus, 
the Light of the world. Let us bring people 
into the proximity of the light, to the end 
that they might see, hear, know and receive 
Him as their personal Savior.

The task before us is great. It lays the 
world at our door and challenges us to bear 
the gospel to every man. What a task! What 
a challenge! And we are the people, the 
people of God, who can accept the task 
and meet the challenge. And we will!

“A call for loyal soldiers comes to one 
and all.

Soldiers for the conflict. Will you heed 
the call?

Will you answer quickly with a ready 
cheer?

Will you be enlisted as a volunteer? 
A volunteer for Jesus, a soldier true. 
Others have enlisted, why not you! 
Jesus is the Captain. We will never fear. 
Will you be enlisted as a volunteer?”

THIN 
POCKET 
BIBLES 
Only

V2 inch 
thick

King James Version

DOES YOUR CHURCH NEED

BUILDING MONEY?
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From majestic Jerusalem, spiritual center of your stay in Israel, 
to neighboring Bethlehem...the tranquil serenity at the Sea of Galilee 
...Nazareth where Jesus grew up... and then to the Mount of Beatitudes 

and Capernaum where Jesus preached.. .The Holy Land awaits you.

OUR FEET SHALL STAND WITHIN THY GATES. 0 JERUSALEM

Contact vour local travel agent or the Israel Government Tourist Office: 805 Peachtree St. N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 30308
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Sunday School Lesson For November 17, 
Life and Work Series

THE GOSPEL FOR
BASIC PASSAGE: ACTS 8:25-40 
FOCAL PASSAGE: ACTS 8:25-35

Like the Jew there is a different approach 
to the Gentile but the Gospel itself is the 
same for both. They have very diverse back
grounds. In the heathen world the Gentiles 
have a very similar background to what 
they had in the early days of Christianity. 
In countries where the Christian faith is 
well known it is somewhat modified in the 
case of the unconverted Gentile.

Our Gospel assumes that all men are 
inherently sinful. All have gone astray like 
sheep. However, in so-called Christian lands 
many of the unsaved have conformed to 
Christian standards of conduct. They have 
a form of self-righteousness on which they 
depend. It is difficult to convince them that 
they are alien, lost sinners.

On the other hand, there are those who 
are conscious of having fallen far short of 
Christian standards. Some of them feel that 
they are beyond the reach of mercy. They 
are afraid also of their ability to live the 
Christian life.

The self-righteous group must be shown 
that the standard of righteousness required 
is that provided by Jesus Christ. All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
The sin of unbelief in Christ as personal 
Savior is the sin that damns. All other sins 
damage us but this is the one that damns us. 
John 16:9.

THE GOSPEL PROCLAIMED THROUGH 
SAMARIA Acts 8:25

After the great ministry of witnessing in 
the capitol of Samaria, the disciples returned 
to Jerusalem. However, they seemed to have 
taken adequate time to witness in the vari
ous villages as they journeyed back. The 
spirit of the great awakening in the city of 
Samaria was on there and then. In fact they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit. This issues 
in witnessing every time.

This was some achievement because the 
prejudices existing between the Jews and 
Samaritans were fierce and deep. Enough 
religion of the right kind can surmount any 
barrier.

THE GOSPEL MOVES TOWARD 
ETHIOPIA Acts 8:26-27

An Ethiopian treasurer of queen Candace 
was returning from Jerusalem to Ethiopia. 
He was a proselyte to the Jewish faith. This 
is obvious from the fact that he had been 
to Jerusalem to worship. Very likely that 
was the reason he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He had a good background for the 
Gospel.

The time was ripe for a gospel witness 
to him. The Spirit gave Philip direction to 
go south from Jerusalem toward Gaza. He 
found a man riding in his chariot reading

1968—By W. R. White

THE GENTILES
the Bible. He ran to join him on the jour
ney.

He discovered that he was reading the 
Book of Isaiah. In fact he was reading what 
we know as Isaiah Chapter 53. This, of 
course, is the wonderful chapter that dis
cusses the great redemptive suffering and 
sacrifice of Christ.

Philip inquired of him as to whether he 
understood what he was reading. His reply 
was, “How can I except some man guide 
me?” He wanted to know whether this 
prophet was speaking of himself or someone 
else.

Philip then seized this golden opportunity 
to preach unto him Jesus. He showed how 
the passages in Isaiah 53 fit exactly the 
events in the life of Christ.

He won the faith and heart of the Ethi
opian for Christ Jesus.

THE GOSPEL IN ISAIAH 
53:1-12

1. His supernatural origin and His humil
iation. Vs. 1-3.

Few will recognize and accept Him when 
He comes. Vs. 1.

He will grow up from a tender infant. 
His origin has no natural explanation like 
a root out of dry ground. He will have none 
of the external appearances of a genius or 
extraordinary politicians His merit will un
fold gradually. Vs. 2.

He will be despised, rejected, and re
buffed. His treatment will be so terrible 
that people will turn away their faces and 
not reveal their esteem for Him. Vs. 3.

2. He got under our load and took our 
place.

He bore our sorrows and grief; yet we 
somehow approved His falling under the 
smiting and affliction of God for our sakes. 
Vs. 4.

He was wounded, bruised, and chastised 
for our transgressions and iniquities in order 
to achieve our salvation and peace. His 
affliction was for our healing. Vs. 5.

He suffered the consequences due those 
who strayed like sheep after their own ways. 
Vs. 6.

He submissively endured like a lamb or 
sheep, all these indignities, suffering, and 
sacrifice even when He could have called 
on legions of angels to deliver Him. Vs. 6.

He suffered unjust imprisonments and 
mock trials and was crucified while young. 
Will He have posterity? (Yes, a great host 
of redeemed men and women for whom He 
died.) Vs. 8.

In His humiliating death He was identi
fied with both common criminals and dis
tinguished men of wealth. All this in spite 
of His innocence and guilelessness. Vs. 9.

3. His divine vindication.
While divine displeasure fell on Him for

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Family Played Down In 
Children's Fiction

Child readers may be getting the idea 
that it’s each man for himself in this world, 
suggests Alma Homze, of Teachers college, 
Univ, of Nebraska. There has been a de
cided drop in the number of family stories 
in children’s fiction and a significant in
crease in books about the tortures and 
triumphs of the individual child.

There has also been a notable decrease 
in stories describing the activities of chil
dren in groups, she notes, and where they 
do exist, “they tend to describe an increas
ing association among non-related children 
in a predominately child world.”

In 1945, 52% of realistic children’s fic
tion described the activities of families; 
34% was about groups of children and only 
14% concerned individual children, the edu
cator has pointed out in Childhood Educa
tion. The number of family stories has 
dropped to 34%; stories of children in 
groups have dropped to 20%, while the 
number of stories of individual children has 
risen to 45%.

“In short, the themes of children’s books 
reflect a trend away from descriptions of 
a family to a concern for the individual and 
away from child group activity to individual 
activity,” observes Miss Homze.

As independent behavior of the child 
character becomes more and more accept
able, readers have fewer opportunities to 
learn of family behavior or of group pro
cesses or of the dependence one person has 
on another.

our sake, God will see His countless spirit
ual offspring, will prolong His sway, and 
the divine favor will vindicate Him glori
ously. Vs. 10.

The travail of His soul will satisfy God 
so that justification will be imputed to those 
who come to know Him experientially for 
He will bear away their iniquities. Vs. 11.

He will possess a glorious portion and 
mighty regal sovereignty because He has 
poured out His soul unto death. Besides 
while innocent He willingly identified Him
self with transgressors, bore their iniquities 
and pleads their case before His Father. 
Yes, because of all of this He will be highly 
exalted. Vs. 12.

Page 14 Baptist and Reflector



Historically
From the Files

50 YEARS AGO
Tennessee Baptist schools reported 

enrolments of 200 for Carson-New
man college in Jefferson City; 600 for 
Union university in Jackson and 300 
for Tennessee college (forerunner of 
Belmont college) in Murfreesboro.

20 YEARS AGO
East Tennessee Baptist Hospital in 

Knoxville was opened.

10 YEARS AGO
In a survey of 613 east Tennessee 

Baptist women, conducted by Carson- 
Newman college’s Department of 
Sociology and Psychology, 96 per 
cent felt it never permissible for Chris
tians to use alcohol as a beverage; 41 
per cent approved of a Baptist church 
receiving for membership a member 
of a non-Baptist church if the person 
has been immersed; 46 per cent ap
proved of Baptists participating in a 
Lord’s Supper service in a non-Bap
tist church; nine per cent approved 
of ordaining women as preachers and 
84 per cent approved of the plan of 
rotating deacons.

Adrian Gonzales, pastor of First Baptist 
church, San Jose, Costa Rica, and first vice- 
president of the central coordinating com- 
mitte of the Crusade of the Americas, 
preaches at the first laymen’s retreat of the 
Honduras Baptist Convention. The par
ticipants met outside for most sessions, held 
at Camp Bagope, a Baptist assembly at Lake 
Yojoa. One purpose of the retreat was to 
prepare laymen to participate in the Crusade 
of the Americas.

From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Dr. Kendall

One of the attitudes which has been prev
alent this year is the burning desire for a 
real spiritual revival in America. The politi
cal campaign has been marked with the 

emphasis for a return to 
law and order after a 
period of lawlessness and 
crime and disorder that 
had threatened anarchy. 
Church people have 
shown concern for a 
spiritual revival and 
awakening.

The Crusade of the 
Americas challenges all 
Baptists to prepare for 
revival. The greatest 

need in preparation is prayer. Every great 
revival has been born in a great era of 
prayer. Pentecost came after many days 
of prayer. They followed the command of 
Christ and tarried in the city in prayer 
waiting to be endued with power for the 
work to which Christ had directed them.

The churches need to pray together. 
Prayer must be the quest for a deeper fel
lowship with God. It is the heart of great 
spiritual worship. There is much that Chris
tians need to pray for. They need to begin 
with confession of all of their sins. Repent
ance needs to be expressed through prayers 
that acknowledge sins and asks God’s for
giveness. Each of the seven churches in the 
first three chapters of Revelation had some 
sins and spiritual weaknesses which they 
needed to remedy. They were commanded 
to repent or to make the corrections which 
would bring them into the right relation 
with Christ and put them in position to bear 
greater fruit and to do His will.

Churches need to pray for the presence 
and leadership of the Holy Spirit. One of 
the criticisms of the churches today is that 
they have relied too much on human agency 
and organization and efficient methods. Re
vivals have evidenced the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit.

All of the Baptist Conventions are par
ticipating in an effort to enlist all of the 
churches in prayer. In the Southern Baptist 
Convention it is known as PACT. Churches 
or individuals are paired with churches or 
individuals in other conventions. Many in 
Tennessee have sought to be paired with 
churches in Brazil. Requests are made 
through the W.M.U. So far the requests and 
the response have been disappointing.

This plan offers the opportunity for 
churches to be aware of the prayers of Bap
tists in other Conventions and to share with 
them in the spirit of prayer. It could build

Increase In Ranking 
Chaplains Is Objective

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The General 
Commission of Chaplains and Armed 
Forces Personnel is preparing to ask the 
Pentagon to consider increasing the number 
of generals and admirals who represent the 
chaplaincy in the various branches of the 
armed forces.

Plans call for a request that at least two 
more brigadier generals be added to the 
Air Force and Army corps, while at least 
two more admirals of comparable rank be 
added to serve the Navy corps. At present 
the Army and Air Force are limited to two 
brigadier or major generals while the naval 
forces are restricted to two admirals.

It has been more than 25 years since the 
grading of chaplaincy leaders have been 
changed. The new proposal came on the 
initiative of the General Commission, which 
represents 36 denominations.

Ray Applequist, executive secretary, said. 
The proposal has broad ecumenical support 
from other Protestant and the Catholic 
chaplaincy commissions.

The commission also plans early distri
bution of a new manual for ministers and 
laymen who are faced with counseling 
young men on serving in the armed forces. 
“Ministry to the Armed Forces” will be 
distributed to 30,000 key personnel in
volved in this area.

The manual was compiled by the Rev. 
Edward I. Swanson, of the Episcopal 
Armed Forces Commission staff.

Mr. Applequist said the manual operates 
“within the quite generous range of options” 
offered by the government on military obli
gation. “I think the manual will make a 
much better informed counselor. “There 
are various options presented in the manual 
which have not been fully known to the 
average counselor.”

The manual is endorsed by the U. S. Con
ference of Catholic Bishops. Representatives 
of two Catholic commissions consulted with 
its editors.

The General Commission also is studying 
recommendations to participating denomina
tions on the provision of continuing educa
tion for chaplains returned to civilian life. 
Because of church-state problems inherent 
in the chaplaincy and the inability of the 
government to provide for additional theo
logical education for chaplains, the question 
has many entanglements. (RNS) 

a wonderful fellowship. It was the purpose 
to join the hands of all Baptists in this 
hemisphere through this means.

Whatever method is used, we must have 
a great prayer movement if revival is to 
come. Individual Christians as well as 
churches must make an effort to develop a 
real spirit of prayer for the days ahead.
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Illinois Association
Votes to Move Offices

ZION, Ill.—The Illinois Baptist State as
sociation meeting here has voted to move its 
offices from Carbondale to Springfield, Ill., 
and approved purchase of a site near a major 
expressway in the state capital for $150,000.

No date was set for the move, but the 
summer of 1971 has been suggested as a pos
sible target date.

The new office building will be located in 
the Capital City Shopping Center at the in
tersection of the Adlai E. Stevenson Express
way and U. S. Highway 66, in the southeast 
section of Springfield.

In exchange for a long-term lease for a 
Baptist Book Store, the Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention has 
tentatively agreed to assist with financing.

Baptist Pavilion Attracts 
228,444 HemisFair Visitors

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—When the Baptist Pavilion closed its doors during the 
last hours of the World’s Fair here, a total of 228,444 people had visited the 
exhibit.

During the six months of operation at HemisFair, 220 Choirs and singing 
groups performed at the pavilion, a citywide Spanish-speaking crusade was held 
with its cooperation, and controversy was sparked over the film “Tour 14” and 
“Man’s Search for God,” now showing in New York.

George E. Stewart, superintendent of missions for the San Antonio Baptist 
Association, evaluated the success of the pavilion by saying, “As a result of the 
joint effort of the San Antonio Association, the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, and the Home and Foreign Mission Boards of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, thousands of people from various parts of the earth have learned about 
Southern Baptists and their work.”

He added that the fact that Southern Baptists were there must not be un
noticed. Other denominations commented upon this with commendation to us and 
disappointment that they were not likewise represented.

In summarizing the effect of the pavilion on people, Stewart said that thousands 
of friends were made for Baptists through the effort. (BP)

217 Baptisms In Spain
During the 12 months ending Sept., 30, 

1968, the 51 churches of the Spanish Bap
tist union admitted 217 new members 
through baptism. About the same number of 
converts are presently taking a course of in
struction which precedes baptism, a con
ference of Baptist pastors was told.

The pastors’ conference met at the Bap
tist camp in Denia, Alicante province. More 
than 40 pastors and missionaries were 
present.

The executive board of the Spanist Baptist 
union also held a meeting in Denia. Madrid 
was chosen as site for the next biennial 
meeting of Baptists in September, 1969. This 
will commemorate the first 100 years of 
Baptist activity in Spain and will take place 
in the city where the first Baptist church 
was organized in the nation. (EBPS)

Cardiac Symposium 
Set at Baptist Hospital

World famous cardiologists will speak to 
300 physicians, Coronary Care Unit Direc
tors and cardiac nurses during a five-day 
Cardiac Symposium January 20-24 at Bap
tist Hospital School of Nursing, Nashville.

Co-directors of the meeting will be Dr. 
Fred Ownby, Director of Baptist Hospital 
Coronary Care Unit and Dr. Harry Page, 
Director of St. Thomas Hospital Cardiology.

DRUNKEN DRIVING—According to a 
recent report by the U. S. Department of 
Transportation, the use of alcohol by drivers 
and pedestrians leads to some 25,000 deaths 
and at least 800,000 crashes in the United 
States each year. Deaths linked to alcohol 
account for almost half of the total annual 
fatalities in road mishaps.

Among one group of persons interviewed, 
66 percent of the men and 43 percent of 
the women said that they drive at least oc
casionally after drinking. The report reveals 
that the probability of having an accident is 
about 1 in 20 if the driver registers a level 
of alcohol in his blood of 100 milligrams per 
100 milliliters—a concentration which it de- 
fines as meaning intoxication. (Research- 
Roundup—BSSB)
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It hasn’t changed much in 2,000 years. Neither 
has the Mt. of Olives. Imagine seeing it for 
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and follow the road up to Calvary!
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