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Pulpit to Pew
By Jim Griffith

The new year should mean more to 
us than just a new calendar on the 
wall.

There ought to be something en
couraging and uplifting about a fresh, 
new year. Surely we should not echo 
the sentiments of one who said, “We’re 
not even one-twelfth of the way 
through the new year and I already 
have 12 times more problems than I 
did last year.”

Then too, there was the fellow who 
said, “this time I’m only going to make 
one New Year’s resolution and that is: 
I resolve never to make any more 
New Year’s resolutions.”

The truth is, if we turned over a 
new leaf every time we made a mis
take, we might not do much better— 
but we would certainly hear the rus
tling of a lot of leaves.

But in all sincerity, I hope that all 
of your troubles will be as short-lived 
as your New Year’s resolutions.

__________________
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Ci *interpretation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

The Greatest Gift
“Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor 

widow hath cast in more than they all”— 
Luke 21:3.

This event took place in the Court of the 
Women where the “treasury” was located 
(v. 1). It refers to thirteen trumpet-shaped 
receptacles into which the people deposited 
their gifts. A regular procession of “rich 
men” were casting in their gifts. Also a 
certain poor widow, an anonymous person, 
cast in “two mites” or two lepta. The two 
were valued at one-fourth of one cent. This 
was the smallest gift which it was legal to 
give. Yet Jesus singled it out as “more than 
they all.” How does this figure?

The rich gave generously but they gave 
only a small portion of what they had. This 
woman is described as a “poor” widow (v. 
2). The word rendered “poor” means one 
who worked for a living. But in verse 3 
Jesus called her a “poor” widow, using a 
word for “poor” which means one in abject 
poverty, one who begged for a living. But 
her wages were not enough. So she also had 
to beg in order to sustain life. Still she gave 
two mites. She did it “out of her penury,” 
her lack or deficit (v. 4). She gave “all the 
living that she had.” She gave out of her 
deficit income, even though it took bread 
out of her mouth.

Note that Jesus did not seek to prevent 
her from giving. He commended her for it. 
He would not deprive her of the blessing of 
giving.

God does not count the value of the gift. 
He weighs the giver’„s measure of love. Some 
out of much give little. She out of her little 
gave much, all that she had.

Until one has given all that he has he can
not claim to having given the widow’s mite. 
God does not measure one’s gift by what he 
has before he gives, but by what he has left 
after he has given.

Devotional

A Diet of Quiet
By Ralph L. Murray, Pastor 

Smithwood Baptist Church, Knoxville
Elijah, who had led an activist’s life to 

the point of physical and emotional exhaus
tion, had withdrawn into the wilderness of 
Horeb. After a howling storm, with the un
tamed forces of nature tearing at the moun
tains; after an earthquake, in which even the 

great hulks of Horeb 
shook like reeds in the 
wind; after a fire, which 
snapped up and devoured 
all the living things about 
him, Elijah was alone in 
a complete and over
whelming silence. But 
out of that silent time, 
the prophet found the 
only One who really mat
tered: his God. This

Murray proves that when one has 
nothing left but God, 

then for the first time one knows that God 
is enough. The silence, and the reality of 
God’s presence in it, ministered to Elijah. 
He found the reserves of his own life re
plenished; a new direction; a new task; a 
new era for the life of his nation. The diet 
of quiet was precisely what he needed.

All of us, from time to time, interspersed 
between the busy days and weeks, need this 
diet of quiet. If silence is a means to experi
ence the reality of God in time, then we 4we 
to ourselves this diet of quiet. For if wod 
has become our friend in the gaps of sil«ce 
here, then the silence of heaven when «n 
stand in God’s presence will not threatens. 
We will be accustomed to such silence. (Jev. 
8:1) We will welcome this silence ^s/The 
fulfillment of the promise of those- ^biet 
hours we have known in this intact Uffe"we 
now live.

Absolute, unbroken silence, of course, is 
not a healthy condition. Nor is absolute 
noise. In between, each of us needs an in
termittent diet of quiet.
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The editor and the entire staff of the Baptist And Reflector express appreciation to 

the many Tennesseans who remembered us with Christmas cards and other kind words 
during the holiday season. As our readers were aware, we hope, there was no issue 
published Dec. 26. This follows a custom of long standing.

N ews-Journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
W. Fred Kendall, Executive-Secretary-Treasurer

We pray God’s blessings upon each of you during 1969. It is my personal wish and 
prayer that this will be the best year ever for each of you, under God!

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE: Charles R. 
Ausmus, Chairman; Bill Bates, David Q. Byrd, George 
E. Capps, H. Eugene Cotey, A. Bruce Coyle, William 
E. Crook, Melvin G. Faulkner, Eugene M. Fleming, 
R. Raymond Lloyd, Tom Madden, O. C. Nugent, Jr., 
James A. Nunnery, William Purdue, and Henry G. 
West.

We pledge to you our best efforts to serve through the pages of the Baptist And 
Reflector, and express again appreciation for the privilege of service which has been 
ours. Happy New Year, and may God bless and keep each of you!

Jim Lester
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(One in a series)

The Bible and Interracial Marriage
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

In the debate about race in general and 
intermarriage in particular, the Bible has 
been used to some degree on both sides of 
the controversy. An objective examination 
of the record will reveal that the Bible has 
no special teachings that can properly be 
used to support any particular position on 
intermarriage. However, because the Bible 
has been quoted and misquoted so frequent
ly, it may be helpful for us to examine what 
it has to say.

It is correct, as has been frequently stated, 
that the Jews in the Old Testament, in the 
main, were against intermarriage. In the 
Pentateuch, six (Ex. 34:10-16) or seven 
(Deut. 7:1-8) nations are listed with whom 
the children of Israel were not to marry nor 
to give their sons and daughters in marri
age. Ezra later extended the prohibition to 
additional nations (Ezra 9:1).

A study of the preceding references will 
reveal that the restrictions were primarily 
national and tribal and not racial. The main 
motive for the restrictions was religious, as 
is pointedly set forth in Deuteronomy. The 
statement is: “You shall not make marriages 
with them, giving your daughters to their 
sons or taking their daughters for your sons. 
For they would turn away your sons from 
following me, to serve other gods” (Deut. 7: 
3-4). Notice particularly the last sentence.

The prohibitions regarding intermarriage 
in the Old Testament might be used to argue 
against the marriage of a Christian and a 
non-Christian, and even against the marriage 
of citizens of different nations, but they can
not properly be used to support arguments 
against racial intermarriage. All of us should 
seek as best we can rightly to divide “the 
word of truth” (II Tim. 2:15).

. In contrast to the opposition to intermar
riage in the Old Testament, there are a num
ber of instances of intermarriages. Some of 
God’s Old Testament saints, such as Abra
ham (Gen. 16:3), Joseph (Gen. 41:50), and 
Moses (Ex. 2:21), married foreign wives. 
The wives of Abraham and Joseph were 
Egyptians, descendants of Mizraim, one of 
the sons of Ham. Still later, Moses married 
a Cushite (Num. 12:1) and Cush was one of 
the sons of Ham (Gen. 10:6). The word 
“Cush” means black and is translated “Ethi
opia” in some places in the Old Testament 
(see Ps. 68:31, Isa. 18:1).

Furthermore, many of the great charac
ters of the Bible were of mixed blood. In 
the number was David, one of whose an
cestors was Ruth from Moab, one of the 
groups with whom Ezra had forbidden the 
Jews to marry. The greatest descendant of 

the Davidic line was Jesus. In his veins 
flowed the blood of the nations.

There may be and are some common 
sense arguments against interracial marri
ages but the Bible does not contain a direct, 
authoritative word for or against interracial 
marriages. We may and can find some basic 
principles that will apply, but we do not find 
a specific enough position regarding inter
marriage to be dogmatic about what the 
Bible teaches.

(The preceding is an adaptation of a sec
tion from a pamphlet entitled “Interracial 
Marriage” which was written a few years 
ago for the Christian Life Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.)

21st National Conference 
on Church-State Planned

The 21st National Conference on Church 
and State, sponsored by Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State, will be 
held Jan. 28-29 at the Park-Sheraton Hotel 
in New York.

Louie D. Newton, pastor emeritus, Druid 
Hills Baptist church, Atlanta, Ga., is presi
dent of the national organization, which 
was founded in 1947, with headquarters in 
the nation’s capital.

The two-day conference will include ad
dresses, discussion groups, special reports, a 
legal panel, chapter workshops and luncheon 
and dinner programs.

Senator Mark O. Hatfield, Oregon, will 
deliver the keynote address.

Other program personalities include: Wil
liam M. Pinson, Jr., professor of Christian 
Ethics, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.; Leo Pfeffer, 
special counsel for the American Jewish 
Congress; Foy Valentine, secretary of the 
Christian Life Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville; Dan Potter, 
executive director of the Protestant Council 
of the City of New York; Jimmy R. Allen, 
pastor, First Baptist church, San Antonio, 
Tex.; C. Stanley Lowell, associate director 
of Americans united and editor of Church 
and State magazine, and others.

The “single and only purpose” of the or
ganization, according to its Manifesto, “is 
to assure the maintenance of the American 
principle of separation of church and state, 
upon which the Federal Constitution guar
antees liberty to all people and all churches 
of this Republic.”

Southern Seminary, Baptist 
Colleges Gain Accreditation

ATLANTA—Southern Baptist Theologi
cal seminary in Louisville, and two Baptist 
colleges have been accepted as newly ac
credited members of the Southern Associa
tion of colleges and schools, which held its 
annual meeting here.

The seminary, accredited by the Ameri
can Association of Theological schools, 
since 1937, was accepted by the Southern 
Association under the “special purpose in
stitution” category.

Baptist colleges accepted into the associa
tion are Houston (Tex.) and Mobile (Ala.) 
Baptist colleges. The Baptist college at 
Charleston (S.C.) was recognized as a can
didate for accreditation.

Three other Baptist schools were cited as 
having completed institutional self-studies, 
a step toward full accreditation. They were 
East Texas Baptist college, Marshall, Tex., 
Wayland Baptist college, Plainview, Tex., 
and William Carey college, Hattiesburg, 
Miss.

Until recently, the Southern Association 
of colleges and schools had not accepted 
applications for accreditations from theo
logical schools, but recently created the 
“special purpose institution” category. The 
joint accreditation will facilitate “increased 
opportunity for academic cooperation with 
other institutions and will enable a more 
standardized basis for credit and degree ex
change.”

Southern seminary is the only school in 
the group operated by the Southern Baptist 
Convention. The others are institutions of 
various state Baptist conventions.

Seminary Extension 
Leader Herring Retires

NASHVILLE—The executive director of 
the Southern Baptist Seminary Extension 
Department, Ralph A. Herring, has retired 
from his position, moving back to his native 
North Carolina.

Herring, 67, has been director of the 
seminary extension program for the six 
Southern Baptist seminaries for the past 
seven years.

For 25 years before coming to Nashville, 
he was pastor of the First Baptist church of 
Winston-Salem, N. C.

He and Mrs. Herring will live in Char
lotte, N. C., following their retirement, ef
fective Dec. 31. Their address is 2021 Con- 
iston Place, Charlotte, N. C., 28207.

The entire December issue of “Seminary 
Extension News,” the monthly publication 
of the Seminary Extension Department, 
paid tribute to Herring for his service, citing 
his accomplishments and attributes.

Thursday, January 9, 1969 Page 3



Union Students Participating 
In N. Y. Project

By Eura Lannom

Seven students from Union university 
Jackson, are participating in a missions 
project in Jamaica, N. Y., which began Jan. 
2 and concludes Feb. 2. The project will 
utilize most of the time of the Union uni
versity winter break.

From an initial summer involvement only 
through the Student Summer Missions pro
gram, Tennessee students have become in
creasingly involved in year-round individual 
and group endeavors in key missions areas, 
according to Shelley Richardson, associate 
in the State Student Department.

In 1966, summer outreach was expanded 
to include an initial spring visitation team 
to Iowa State university wherein a group 
of students spent spring vacation time to 
participate in the Iowa BSU Spring Retreat. 
Six teams were sent out in the spring of 
1968 and seven additional ones are planned 
for the 1969 program.

Before leaving for New York the students 
attended the Training Union Leadership 
Youth Conference in Nashville and orienta
tion meetings. They traveled to their mission 
project via Volkswagen bus owned by Stu
dent Summer Missions. Their work is var
ied, consisting of painting and repairing 
of youth centers, helping with mailouts, 
visitation, and survey work. James S. 
Wright, area missionary in Jamaica and 
pastor of the Highland Avenue Baptist 
church, is supervising the work. Food and

Sunday School
By Wendell Price 
Acting Secretary

For the Joint Sunday School-Training 
Union Leadership Conference at Glorieta, 
June 19-25, the preacher will be Dr. Roland 
Jarrard of Birmingham, Ala., and the song 
leader, Mr. Harold Souther of Kansas City, 
Mo.

* * *

The two 1969 Sunday School Leadership 
Conferences at Glorieta are:

1) June 26-July 2—preacher, Dr. William 
L. Bennett of Fort Smith, Ark.; song leader, 
Mr. John D. Matthews of Denver, Colo.

2) July 3-9—preacher, Dr. Ralph Langley 
of Houston, Tex.; song leader, Mr. Robert 
Sneed of Nashville, Tenn.

Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly offers two 
Sunday School Leadership Conferences dur
ing 1969.

1) July 24-30—Dr. Bob Riddle of Bir
mingham, Ala., as preacher, and Mr. Harry 
Hampshear of Chattanooga, Tenn., as song 
leader.

2) July 31-August 6—Dr. J. P. Allen of 
Fort Worth, Tex., as preacher and Mr. James 
C. Allcock, Jr., from Lutherville, Md., as 
song leader.

lodging is provided by Baptists in the area, 
and travel expenses from the Tennessee stu
dent summer missions fund. The students 
work as volunteers with no salary.

Preparing to record a sermon in Russian at 
the Monte Carlo studio of Trans-World 
Radio are (left to right) Nick Leonovich, 
head of TWR’s Russian language depart
ment, George Zarubin, preacher for a series 
of broadcasts to begin January 6, 1969, 
David Fisher (in control room), technician 
for TWR, and Rev. John M. Wilkes, 
Southern Baptist missionary and acting di
rector of the European Baptist Recording 
Studio in Ruschlikon, Switzerland. (Photo 
by David Carlson)

Children's Homes
"Fingerprints Everywhere"

James M. Gregg, Executive Director

Students currently working in a mid-Winter missions project in Jamaica, N. Y. are, (left 
to right), Bill Lynch, Jackson; Jimmy Irvin, Memphis; Mike Smith, Parsons; Deborah 
Hollowell, Water Valley, Miss.; Joy Jeffcoat, Memphis; Sharon Callis, Memphis; and 
Donald Edwards, Cahokia, Ill.

On one of my recent visits with a group 
of our pre-school children in their cottage, 
their housemother apologized by saying, 
“Brother Gregg, please excuse the finger
prints on the windows.” Of course every 
good housekeeper would like a home with 
no fingerprints anywhere.

As I was leaving I thought of the hun
dreds of “fingerprints” which have been left 
on our Children’s Homes. Those left by my 
able and beloved predecessors, W. J. Stew
art for 32 years Superintendent of the 
Home, and W. C. Creasman, 22 years in 
the same position; by the many other staff 
members, past and present, and by those 
who have served on the Board. We can see 
these “fingerprints” in the beautiful build
ings and lovely campuses. More important, 
however, these workers in Child Care have 
left their “heartprints” and “lifeprints” in 
the lives of hundreds of boys and girls.

You, too, through all that you do for our 
Children’s Homes leave your “fingerprints.” 
Thank you, Tennessee Baptists.
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Gatlinburg Long-Range Planning
Conference Is First For Tennessee

Tennessee’s first Long-Range Planning 
Conference is scheduled Feb. 24-27 at the 
River Terrace Motel in Gatlinburg.

Foshee

Howard B. Foshee, 
secretary of the Church 
Administration Depart
ment, Baptist Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, 
and leader in the 10 
years of writing, evaluat
ing, testing and servicing 
of the Long-Range Plan
ning Materials, will be 
one of the main confer
ence leaders.

Training will be of
fered to church leaders

in basic principles and in practical applica
tion of Long-Range Planning. It will also 
provide opportunity for extensive dialogue 
with the individual conference leaders.

Participants will receive helps in making 
comprehensive plans for their church which 
range from three to seven years in projec-

Children's Home Trustees 
Nome Malone As Chairman

William F. Malone is the new chairman 
of the 27-member Board of Trustees of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc. 
Malone lives at 3424 Benham Avenue, 
Nashville, and is district sales representative 
for the Endicott Johnson Shoe Co. He is a 
member of the Lockeland Baptist church 
and serves as a deacon.

Other officers elected were Irvin Hays, 
pastor, Bartlett Baptist church, Bartlett, 
vice-president; and Lowell Adams, pastor, 
Graceland Baptist church, Memphis, secre
tary.

tion. The conference will offer helps in 
laying a foundation for long-range plans.

A set of Long-Range Planning Materials 
will be provided to each participant as part 
of the cost of registration. These Long- 
Range Planning materials are available only 
to churches which have had two participants 
in a Long-Range Planning conference or 
seminar. The pastor must be one of these 
two participants. The other participant may 
be a church staff member or a member of 
the church’s Long-Range Planning Com
mittee.

The conference fee is $40.00 per church. 
Registration will be closed after the first 40 
participants, or 20 churches have been en
listed. Send registration to Gene Kerr, as
sistant to the executive secretary-treasurer, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, 1812 Bel
mont Boulevard, Nashville, Tenn. 37203.

John M. Gentry, Pastor, 
Grange Chaplain, Dies

John M. Gentry, pastor of Union Grove 
church near Niota died recently in a Sweet
water, Tenn., hospital. He was 54 years of 
age.

During the past 21 years he served as 
pastor of Clear Springs, Lakeview and West
view churches, all in McMinn County Asso
ciation, and was state chaplain of the Ten
nessee Grange.

Gentry was also a businessman, being 
founder and owner of Gentry’s Camera and 
Book Store in Athens, as well as manager 
of Shoe World, Sweetwater.

His wife, Mrs. Ann Logan Gentry and 
one son, Gary, survive.

Book Reviews
Expanded Concordance; Zondervan, 

$14.95; Over 250,000 references, printed on 
nearly 2000 pages of glare-free paper; well 
arranged, includes key words from six mod
ern Bible translations and the King James 
Version.

Faces of Poverty; Arthur Simon, Mac
millan, $1.45; “If one reads this book, pov
erty is no longer a matter of statistics, ab
straction, or social philosophy, but a matter 
of flesh and blood.”—William Stringfellow

Silent Saturday; R. Earl Allen, Baker 
Book House, $2.95; Ten messages which 
magnify Christ and the cross,

The Drama of the Cross; J. Eugene White, 
Baker Book House, $2.95; A book that stirs 
the imagination and provides new insights 
. . . presenting a graphic account of events 
which led to Jesus’ crucifixion.

No U.S. Executions In 1968— 
"De Facto Abolition" Seen

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The year 1968 
is the first on record to pass without any 
executions in the United States, according 
to statistics compiled by the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons.

This disclosure led one legal expert in the 
battle against capital punishment to predict 
that executions will never be resumed in 
this country. at

William C. King, director of information 
for the Bureau of Prisons, reported that 
1968 was the first without executions since 
his agency began collecting records in 1930.

199 Die in Single Year!
This compared with the record year of 

1935 when 199 persons were executed. In 
1967, there were two executions. For the 
38-year period, a total of 3859 persons 
were executed in the U.S., 32 of them 
women.

Jack Greenberg, director of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Col
ored People Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc., said last year’s absence of execu
tions constituted a temporary “de facto na
tional abolition of the death penalty.”

“The longer this de facto abolition lasts,” 
he said, “the tougher it is going to be to 
just open the gas chambers again some day 
and march a thousand guys in there.”

435 Inmates Waiting
The Bureau of Prisons reported that on 

the first day of 1968 there were 435 in
mates waiting in “death rows” across the 
country—twice the number of the previous 
year.

The great number of court challenges to 
the death penalty has been the delaying 
factor and Greenberg said that it could be 
years before the questions are resolved.

“I think it’s possible,” he said, “that by 
then the pressure against resumption of ex
ecutions might be so great that they might 
never resume.”

The NAACP agency launched its drive 
against capital punishment in 1965. A simi
lar effort was also undertaken by the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union.

The ACLU has been backing attempts to 
have state legislatures abolish the death pen
alty. Thus far, nine states have eliminated 
it completely and four others allot it under 
special circumstances, notably the murder 
of a policeman or prison guard.

Melvin L. Wulf, director of the ACLU 
legal office in New York, declared: “You 
might say that capital punishment has been 
de facto abolished—by court stays.’’ (RNS)
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EDITORIALS_____________________

TO THE MOON AND BACK-
WITH GOD

A WORLD WAITED—many prayed, and during the 
last days of 1968, one of history’s greatest news stories 
was written—the flight of Apollo 8! The greatest news 
story is, of course the story of the birth of Our Saviour. 
In terms of secular events, the moon voyage of Apollo 8 
must surely rank high.

Of significance, it seems to us, is the tremendous 
spiritual impact of the reading of the creation story from 
Genesis 1:1-9 by the astronauts as they hurtled through 
space some 235,000 miles from earth.

Someone has called this voyage of Apollo 8 a “triumph 
for the Squares.” Perhaps in a day of rebellion, unrest, 
and war, this is indeed a significant statement. Precision, 
teamwork, split-second accuracy were among require
ments for a voyage to the moon. In our judgment how
ever, the recognition of Jehovah God as creator of the 
universe by those who would explore this universe is the 
first prerequisite for successful space flight. This is why 
a small lump came in many throats as they heard from 
outer space a message to the earth reminding anew that 
this is a creation of God’s. The hymn says well

This is my Father’s world, 
And to my list’ning ears, 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres.

We therefore salute astronauts Air Force Col. Frank

Future Reflection 
jot*

Borman, Navy Capt. James S. Lovell, Jr., and Air Force 
Major William A. Anders for a job well-done!

We express gratitude that these men recognize and be
lieve in our creator. Therein, we believe, lies the answer 
as to why an amazingly successful voyage around the 
moon.

This is not the end of space exploration. During 1969 
it is anticipated that man will set foot upon the moon. 
Some have questioned, and do question the “rightness” of 
this. We have no reservation whatsoever. Remember the 
hymn quoted earlier? “This is My Father’s World—” 
When our God gets ready for man to go to the moon, to 
Mars, or other planets, man will go. We may well be on 
the threshold of the greatest and most exciting age through 
which man has ever lived. If we go with God and God 
be with us!

COME NOW, MRS. O'HAIR
NEWS ITEM—“Mrs. Madalyn Murray O’Hair said 

here (Houston) that she will register a complaint with 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration be
cause the Apollo 8 astronauts read portions of the Bible 
while circling the moon. . . .”

COMMENT—“Methinks thou dost protest too much,” 
in the words of the bard. Some will, unfortunately, re
member Mrs. O’Hair as the person whose suit led the 
Supreme Court of the United States to bar prayers in 
school. Mrs. O’Hair, we feel sure, likes publicity. This 
we hate to provide. But we feel it is worth the risk of 
mentioning her name to be able to comment: “How 
perfectly ridiculous.” Referring to the earlier editorial on 
Apollo 8, if man does land on the moon, it will be by the 
grace of God, Mrs. MMO notwithstanding! We made, 
as a nation, our strong impact upon this planet earth 
carrying the banner of the Cross. If we make any impact 
upon other worlds, we .may rest assured it will be under 
the same banner!

“THE WHOLE WORLD-SYSTEM WILL ONE PAY DISAPPEAR.
BUT THE MAN WHO 16 FOLLOWING GODS WILL. 15 PART OF THE 

M AND CANNOT DIE.M

PLANNING FOR 1969
Staff members of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 

your servants, have spent two days evaluating plans for 
1969 and the years beyond under the able leadership of 
Secretary Kendall.

These plans are far-reaching, and are necessary to help 
“a mighty army” advance for Christ’s sake. Plans for 
effective service to the churches and pastors have been 
prepared well. Implementation will be offered with, we 
trust, the servant concept. The days are challenging, the . 
opportunities for effective witness tremendous, and the de
sire to serve evident. Our prayer is that in 1969 Tennes
see Baptist churches might make their greatest contribu
tion to the Kingdom of God—not for numbers, not for 
fame, but because: “. . . God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 
3:16)
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Polls in other nations indicated the following percentages on belief 
in God:

U. S. Belief In God Reported 
Greater Than In Other Nations

PRINCETON, N. J.—More Americans say they believe in God, 
life after death and hell than do persons living in 11 other nations 
sampled by the Gallup Poll.

Ninety-eight per cent of Americans believe in God, according to 
statistics released here by the public opinion surveyor, organization, 
while the figure fell below 80 per cent in the Netherlands, Britain, 
France, Norway and Sweden.

The poll on religious beliefs took place in 12 countries between 
July and November, 1968. Persons questioned were asked: “Which 
of the following do you believe in: Life after death? The devil? 
Hell? God?”

In the U.S., 73 per cent of respondents said they believe in an 
after-life. This was up from 68 per cent in 1948. The Gallup or
ganization concluded that in the past 20 years Americans have 
maintained religious beliefs strongly held two decades ago while a 
dramatic shift has taken place in European nations.

More than 50 per cent of respondents surveyed in eight coun
tries do not believe in the devil or in hell, Gallup said. More than 
60 per cent in the U.S. were found to hold such beliefs.

The poll included responses from 12,000 adults.

Percentages of belief in life after death in foreign countries 
ranges from 57 to 35 per cent affirmative. The Gallup table showed:

Yes No No Opinion

Greece 57% 28% 15%

Finland 55 23 22

Norway 54 25 21

Netherlands 50 35 15

Switzerland 50 411 v 9

Uruguay (cities) 42 36 22

W. Germany 41 45 14

Britain 38 35 27

Austria 38 56 6

Sweden 38 47 15

France 35 53 12

On belief in God, two per cent of Americans gave a “no” answer. 
There were no “no opinion” responses in the U.S. to that question.

Yes No No Opinion

Greece 96% 2% 2%

Uruguay (cities) 89 8 3

Austria 85 10 5

Switzerland 84 11 5

Finland 83 7 10

W. Germany 81 10 9

Netherlands 79 13 8

Britain 77 11 12
France 73 21 6
Norway 73 12 15
Sweden 60 26 14

Percentages on belief in the existence of hell were:

Yes No No Opinion
U.S. 65% 29% 6%
Greece 62 25 13
Uruguay (cities) 44 50 6
Norway 36 45 19
Finland 29 49 22
Netherlands 28 61 11
Austria 26 68 6
Switzerland 25 67 8
W. Germany 25 62 13
Britain 23 58 19
France 22 70 8
Sweden 17 71 12

Percentages on belief in the existence of the devil were: A
Yes No No Opinion

Greece 67% 21% 12%

U.S. 60 35 5

Uruguay (cities) 45 50 5

Norway 38 44 18

Netherlands 29 57 14

Finland 26 57 17

Switzerland 25 69 6

W. Germany 25 62 13

Austria 23 71 6

Britain 21 60 19 ।

Sweden 21 68 11

France 17 76 7

— — k (RNS)
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Tennessee News Briefs
First church, Murfreesboro, recently or

dained Harris Dement and Dr. Joe Sakas 
as deacons. Eugene Cotey is pastor.

Edd Shanks and Woody Mayes surren
dered to the gospel ministry during a recent 
revival at East Rogersville church. Kenny 
Cole was the evangelist. Truman DeBord 
is pastor.

Litz Manor church, Holston Association, 
recently honored pastor J. Carroll Chapman 
and family with a reception and silver tray 
on his 25th anniversary as pastor.

Earl Campbell has been called as pastor 
of Cedar Grove church, Watauga Associa
tion. He formerly served as pastor of East 
Park church, Holston Association.

Eugene Fleming, pastor of First church, 
Fayetteville for six years, has resigned to 
accept the pastorate of First church, Frank
lin. Ky. He is a graduate of Mississippi 
college, Clinton, Miss., with the A.B. de
cree, New Orleans Baptist Theological semi
nary with the B.D. degree and holds a doc
tor's degree from Luther Rice seminary, 
Jacksonville, Fla. He formerly served Ten
nessee pastorates at Mt. Carmel church. 
Cross Plains and First church, Portland, and 
is a member of the Executive Board, Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. He and Mrs. 
Fleming, the former Juanita Kelly of Moss, 
Miss., have two children, Mark, 17 and 
Ellen, 15. ---------

Rev. and Mrs. Joseph A, Newton, South
ern Baptist missionaries to Morocco, are 
•he parents of a baby boy, Andrew Lee, 
born Dec. 10. Newton is a native of Live 
Oak, Fla. Mrs. Newton, the former Nancy 
Walker, is a native of Nashville, Tenn. (Ad- 
•bess: Carlos de Arellano, 25-30, Melilla, 
Spain).

Stamps on Letter to Bible Society
Bring $380,000 at Auction

NEW YORK—A letter mailed for two cents to the Bombay (India) Auxiliary 
Bible Society brought the highest price for a single item ever paid at a philatelic 
auction.

Nobody knows, however, who mailed the letter or what its message was, as its 
age (it was mailed in 1847) prohibits unfolding the letter without running the 
risk of destroying the two stamps on it.

The stamps, issued in Mauritius, an Indian Ocean island, have an engraver’s 
error and they were sold here for $380,000 to a New Orleans dealer. There are 
an estimated 14 such stamps in existence.

At one time, the letter and its valuable stamps were in the archives of the 
Bombay Auxiliary Bible Society, according to an American Bible Society story 
issued here. No one knows how the letter got onto the philatelic market.

Dr. Laton Holmgren, general secretary of the American Bible Society, com
mented after the sale, “Somehow I wish we had managed to keep that envelope 
in Bible Society possession.”

Rev. and Mrs. Dennis E. Elliott, South
ern Baptist missionaries to Thailand, have 
returned to their post following furlough. 
He is a native of Birmingham, Ala. She, 
the former Katherine Adcock, is a native of 
Jackson, Tenn. They were appointed in 
1963. (Address: P. O. Box 832, Bangkok, 
Thailand).

First church, Jonesboro, recently ded
icated a new piano and organ in memory of 
the late Rev. and Mrs. Joe Strother. He was 
pastor from 1960 until June, 1968, at the 
time of his death. Mrs. Strother died in 
1964. B. Mack Canup, of Elizabethton, is 
interim pastor.

Rhea E. McKinney, education minister 
of Inglewood church, Nashville, has resigned 
to become editor of Youth Materials at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville.

Antioch church, Johnson City, recently 
ordained David Keys as a deacon. Earl 
Hopson is interim pastor.

Derris A. Davenport has resigned as pas
tor of First church, Camden, to become 
pastor of First church, Winder, Ga. He has 
served the Camden church for five years 
and is president of the West Tenn. Pastor’s 
Conference, a trustee of Union university 
and a member of the Committee on Com
mittees of the Executive Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. Mrs. Davenport 
is the former Mary Jo Lingerfelt, whose par
ents, Rev. and Mrs. James E. Lingerfelt, are 
missionaries to Brazil. s

William L. Swafford, pastor of Tusculum 
Hills church, Nashville, for three and a half 
years, has resigned to accept the pastorate 
of First church, Elizabethton.

John Wesley Baker is the newly-appointed 
associate executive director and director of 
research services for the Baptist Joint Com
mittee on Public Affairs in Washington, 
D. C. A Baptist deacon, Baker has been 
chairman of the department of political sci
ence at the College of Wooster, a Presby
terian school in Wooster, Ohio, for the past 
10 years. The Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs is a denominational agency 
supported by eight Baptist bodies in North 
America. The Southern Baptist Convention 
provides support for the committee through 
its Cooperative Program and by the election 
of 15 of its members.

Twenty-Five Churches 
Lead in Baptisms

F. M. Dowell, secretary, Evangelism De
partment, Tennessee Baptist Convention, has 
announced the 25 leading churches in the 
state in the number of baptisms for 1968. 
Representing six associations they are:

Association Church Baptisms
Member

ship
1. Shelby LaBelle Haven 148 1607
2. Nashville Park Avenue 146 3058
3. Shelby Bellevue 128 8335
4. Shelby Fairlawn 112 1706
5. Holston Temple, Kingsport 112 635
6. Shelby Trinity 108 2444
7. Cumberland Hilldale 106 500
8. Shelby First, Millington 102 1580

Nashville First, Nashville 102 4175
9. Nashville Belmont Heights 100 2970

10. Hamilton Red Bank 98 2205
11. Holston Bethel View 95 779
12. Holston Emmanuel 89 1071
13. Hamilton Central 85 1710
14. Nashville Two Rivers 84 687
15. Cumberland First, Clarksville 82 2376
16. Shelby First, Memphis 80 4352
17. Holston State Line 79 596
18. Shelby Mountain Terrace 78 567
19. Nashville Woodbine 77 1457
20. Shelby Wells Station 76 1638
21. Holston Calvary, Bristol 75 971

Holston Tennessee Avenue 75 1620
22. Shelby Dellwood 74 883
23. Shelby Leaclair 72 1080

Shelby Southmoor 72 600
24. Cumberland Hillcrest 71 332
25. Hamilton Brainerd 70 2188

Page 8 Baptist and Reflector



Church Attendance Drops 
In U.S. Says Gallup Poll

PRINCETON, N.J.—Church attendance 
in the United States declined slightly this 
year but still remains higher than attend
ances reported before World War II, ac
cording to the Gallup Poll.

Based on seven national polls taken dur
ing 1968, the report discloses that 50 million 
persons, or 43 per cent of all Americans 
attended church on Sundays. This repre
sents a drop of 2 per cent from 1967. It is 
far below the peak figure of 49 per cent in 
1958, but is higher than the 1940 figure of 
37 per cent.

In 1968, the percentage for Catholic at
tendance was 65, and 38 per cent for Prot
estants. The decline in church attendance 
among Catholics over the past 10 years has 
been nine per cent while that or Protestants 
has been five per cent.

Most of this decline, according to the 
Gallup Poll, is due to non-attendance by 
young adults. The breakdown according to 
age groups for 1968 follows:

AGE 
21-29 years 
30-49 
50 and over

ATTENDANCE
34 per cent
46 per cent
44 per cent

The higher the education of the adult the 
greater the probability he will attend church 
on Sundays, Gallup said. Forty-seven per 
cent of those who went to college attend 
church, while only 43 per cent of those with 
a high school education and 41 per cent of 
those with a grammar school education at
tend.

Americans attend church more faithfully 
than adults in 11 other nations and in only 
two of these countries were the adults nearly 
as faithful as those in the United States.

COUNTRY 
U.S.
Netherlands 
Austria 
Switzerland 
Greece
West Germany 
France 
Uruguay 
Norway 
Sweden 
Finland

ATTENDANCE
43 per cent
42 per cent
38 per cent
30 per cent
28 per cent
27 per cent
25 per cent
24 per cent
14 per cent
9 per cent
5 per cent

Differences between the four regions of 
the U.S. were slight, except for the West. 
The East had 46 per cent attendance, the 
Midwest 45, the South 44—and the West 
only 32 per cent.

Smaller towns had a poorer attendance 
record than larger ones, according to Gal
lup. Cities of 50,000 or more registering 44 
per cent attendance while those under 
50,000 had 42 per cent.

Race was not a significant point of differ-

Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, draws a “not-too-sure” expression from six-year-old Amy Harvey, to whom he 
presents a MI< (missionary kid) orientation certificate during a December 16 ceremony 
at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Assembly. Sister Janet, eight, and brothers Gregory, 11, 
and Timothy, 13, look on. Children of Dr. and Mrs. Muerner S. Harvey, they and 88 
other MKs received certificates as their parents neared completion of a 16-week 
orientation for new missionaries. (Photo by Muerner S. Harvey)

ence—43 per cent for whites and 44 per 
cent for non-whites. Women were more 
faithful churchgoers—48 per cent compared 
to 39 per cent for men.

Those with family incomes over $7000 
registered an attendance of 45 per cent, but 
only 40 per cent of those below $3000 at
tended church, and 41 per cent of those 
earning between $3000-$7000.

Following is the trend of church attend
ance for the past ten years:

YEAR PERCENTAGE
1958 49
1959 47
1960 47
1961 47
1962 46
1963 46
1964 45
1965 44
1966 44
1967 45
1968 43

Variances in church attendance was noted 
among Protestants. Lutherans and Baptists 
had 38 per cent attendance, while Presby
terians had 36 per cent, Methodist 35 and 
Episcopalians, 34.

"Crabgrass Curtain" Theme 
Of Warning To Youth Group

ATLANTA—Trouble lies ahead because 
of the “crabgrass curtain” separating white 
suburbanites from black residents of the 
central city, former Georgia Congressman 
Charles Weltner warned a quadrennial con
ference of Presbyterian youth here.

There is a “concern barrier” between sub
urbs and the inner city he said. “The sub
urbanite’s concerns are no longer than his 
crabgrass, while his neighbor worries about 
life itself.”

Unless both groups can bridge the gap 
and create some sense of community there 
is real trouble ahead, Mr. Waltner told 800 
college-age students at the conference spon
sored by the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
(Southern). (RNS)

Scotsman approaching the owner of a 
riding academy: “I’d like to rent a horse.”

Owner: “How long, sir?”
Scotsman: “The longest ye’ve got. There 

are five of us going!”
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Compulsory Chapel Suspended 
For Year at Baptist College

WINSTON-SALEM, N. C.—Compulsory 
attendance at chapel programs at Wake For
est university, a Southern Baptist school will 
be suspended for a year as an experiment 
following presentation of a petition signed 
by 1500 students.

In making the announcement, Dr. James 
Ralph Scales, president, said, “true religion 
cannot be coerced” but that “far from 
abandoning the religious traditions on this 
campus, we shall be enlarging and enhancing 
them.”

The change in policy was recommended 
by a student-faculty committee set up after 
receipt of the student petition. The com
mittee’s report, Scales told students at a 
chapel assembly, was “a serious attempt to 
keep the best of the traditions and to adapt 
to your needs.”

Beginning with the start of the Spring 
semester, there will be four types of chapel 
programs—all voluntary.

Voluntary worship services will be sched
uled at least once a week during chapel 
hours with the word “chapel” referring only 
to worship services. (RNS)

Spain Officially Ends 
1492 Edict Against Jews

MADRID—A 476-year-old edict ordering 
all Jews to leave Spain “and not dare to re
turn” was formally rescinded here in cere
monies attending the opening of the first 
new synagogue built in Spain in six cen
turies.

The expulsion order, originally issued by 
King Ferdinand -and Queen Isabella in the 
year Columbus discovered America, has 
been legally a dead letter for almost a cen
tury, since the proclamation of religious 
tolerance in the Constitution of 1869.

But the symbolic gesture of formally de
claring the ancient restriction void was a 
high point of the synagogue dedication rites.

Among those attending the ceremony 
were representatives of the Foreign Minis
try and the Ministry of Justice, U.S. Am
bassador Robert F. Wagner and Archbishop 
Casimiro Morcillo Gonzalez of Madrid.

Dr. Benito Garzon, the first rabbi ap
pointed in Madrid since the 15th Century, 
noted here that approximately 2500 and 
the 8500 Jews now living in Spain are resi
dents of Madrid. Another 3000 are in Bar
celona, which has two congregations, he 
said. Newsmen at the ceremony were told 
that the attitude toward Jews in Spain in 
recent years has generally been one of tol
erance and that the position of Jews has 
been considerably strengthened under the 
religious freedom laws approved by the na
tional parliament last year. (RNS)

Baptists, Methodist Press Drive 
Against Liquor-by-the-Drink Bill

RALEIGH, N.C.—Pledging closer coop
eration “on moral and spiritual problems 
facing our state,” Southern Baptist and 
Methodist leaders in North Carolina have 
combined forces to fight legalization that 
would authorize sale of liquor by the drink.

They said “the appropriate boards and 
committees of our denominations will meet 
in the near future to discuss some of the 
moral and spiritual issues in the state, espe
cially the proposal to legalize liquor by the 
drink.” The churchmen expressed “deep 
concern” that the liquor proposal “will over
shadow legislation so urgently needed in 
such areas as highway safety, education, 
roads, mental health and juvenile rehabilita
tion,” adding that they would be “keenly 
disappointed if the new administration and 
members” of the legislature “permit them
selves to get bogged down in a liquor quag
mire again.”

A joint statement was issued by Dr. W. 
Perry Crouch of Raleigh, general secretary- 
treasurer of the Baptist State Convention 
and Bishop Earl G. Hunt, Jr., of Charlotte, 
and Bishop William Cannon of Raleigh, 
heads of the Western North Carolina and 
North Carolina Conferences respectively of 
the United Methodist church.

“It would be questionable stewardship on

Texas Pastor Sends
Radios to Missionaries

TYLER, Tex.—A Baptist pastor here has 
found a unique way of giving extra support 
to foreign missions, and he’d like to see 
others take it up.

M. O. Davis, pastor of North Dixie Bap
tist church,, helps raise funds to buy short
wave radios for individual missionaries. He 
has sent five in the past three years, gather
ing $3300 from 45 individuals and eight 
churches to support the effort.

The sets, valued at about $700 each, have 
gone to Steve Ditmore, Bryan Brasington, 
Harvey L. Nowland, and Lewis Lee, all of 
Peru, and Garreth Joiner in Ecuador.

“After the Lottie Moon Offering,” he 
said, “I am committed to help purchase a 
radio for George Luzok in Caracas, Venezu
ela, and for James Stiles, who will soon be 
located in Cacuta, Colombia.

Davis said the radios help the mission
aries keep in touch with each other and give 
instant communications with the United 
States. (BP)

the part” of the legislature “if liquor by the 
drink dominates the 1969 session as brown 
bagging did in 1967,” they said. “If dis
tillers and their lobbyists insist on con
frontation, this statement serves notice that 
those of us opposing the increased flow of 
whisky into North Carolina stand ready to 
fight. We hope such a divisive and emo
tional battle will not be necessary.” (RNS)

Veteran Sunday 
School Editor 

Writes New Book
D. P. Brooks, editor of Young 
Adult Sunday School lessons, 
Baptist Sunday School Board, 
has worked with teachers for 
more than twenty years. His 
new book THE BIBLE: HOW 
TO UNDERSTAND AND 
TEACH IT, released by 
Broadman Press this month, 
will enable the reader to en
rich his Bible study and to 
grow in his ability to interpret 
and teach the Bible. Eight 
chapters deal with the nature 
of the Bible, problems in un
derstanding it, approaches to 
understanding, and how to go 
about better interpretation 
and teaching.

This helpful Broadman 
paperback is available at your 
Baptist Book Store for $1.95. 
BROADMAN PRESS 
Nashville, Tennessee
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Now, a whole collection of inspirational favorites 
that I if t the heart and soothe the soul

TENNESSEE 
ERNIE FORD 

presents 

^reasu^ of 
JhispMional Songs.

60 beloved hymns, gospel songs, and 
spirituals sung with the warm reverence 
only Tennessee Ernie can give them

60 treasured songs, including 
The Church in the Wildwood 
• Old Time Religion • I Love 
to Tell the Story . Get On 
Board, Little Children • What 
a Friend We have in Jesus • 
Wondrous Love . Go Down 
Moses . Sweet Hour of Prayer 
• Wayfaring Pilgrim • Shall We 
Gather at the River * and 
many, many more

Listen FREE for 10 days to these favorites 
rich in faith and comfort—in an exclusive 
6-record treasury for only $-1495
Imagine being able, as you pause in 
the hustle and bustle of your day or 
as you relax in the evening, to re
fresh your spirits with the inspira
tional songs you love best chosen 
from your own treasury of favorites 
richly sung by Tennessee Ernie 
Ford. Beloved hymns like “Nearer 
My God to Thee,” “‘Rock of Ages,” 
and “Bringing in the Sheaves.” 
Heart-lifting spirituals like “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Joshua Fit 
the Battle,” and “Ain’t Gonna Study 
War No More.” And reverent Gos
pel songs like “Were You There?,” 
“Jesus Loves Me,” and “When the 
Roll is Called Up Yonder.”

Now you can enjoy all these won
derful songs and many more—60 in 
all-in Tennessee Ernie Ford’s heart
warming 6-record collection, “A 
Treasury of Inspirational Songs.”

You’re invited to listen to this ex
clusive collection in your own home 
FREE for 10 days—then keep it, if 
you wish, for only $14.95. And you 
can pay in three convenient monthly 
installments if you desire. There is 
nothing else to buy, nothing to join.

To audition “A Treasury of In
spirational Songs” free for 10 days, 
simply mail the coupon. What could 
be easier or more enjoyable? Do it 
today.

Capitol Music Treasures
Thousand Oaks, California 91360
YES, please send me for 10 days’ free exami
nation Tennessee Ernie Ford’s “A Treasury of In
spirational Songs,” your exclusive 6-record boxed 
set of 60 favorite songs. If I am not delighted with 
these records, I may return them in 10 days and pay 
nothing. Otherwise I will keep the records and pay 
only $14.95 (plus a small shipping charge) in 3 easy 
monthly installments.

Name

Address

State

Zip Telephone
47UR 47UG

□ FOR EXTRA SAVINGS check here and return this 
coupon with payment of $14.95. (We will pay all 
postage and handling costs.) Same return privileges.
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African Workers 
Hold Conference

Sixteen pastors and six missionaries at
tended a consultation conference and re
fresher course for pastors of the Baptist 
convention of Central Africa and mission
aries of the Rhodesian Baptist Mission (or
ganization of Southern Baptist missionaries) 
al the Baptist camp near Gwelo, Rhodesia.

First of a series of annual conferences, 
the meeting was open to all graduates of the 
African Baptist Theological seminary, lo
cated near Gwelo. Dr. Ralph T. Bowling 
and Dr. Hugh T. McKinley of the seminary 
faculty directed the conference and led semi
nars on evangelism and doctrine.

?4issionary Heads 
Honduran Baptists

For the first time in the history of the 
Honduras Baptist convention, a missionary 
i as been elected president. Rev. Arthur R. 
Haylock, second-term Southern Baptist mis
sionary to Honduras, was unanimously elect
ed recently during convention sessions.

Delegates at the meeting also approved 
•mal plans of the national and regional co- 
cjdinators of the Crusade of the Americas, 
a hemisphere-wide evangelistic campaign 
>\hich reaches its climax in 1969. Rev. 
Rafael E. Castillo, national coordinator, pre
sented plans for revivals in churches and 

•..fissions and for projected new work in stra- 
i gic parts of the country.

JOIN OUR 1969 HOLY LAND TOUR 
WITH A VISIT TO ROME AS A BONUS !

P anned for you to only be away from home and 
Cinch one Sunday. DEPARTS MARCH 10th ALL EX- 
<NSES PAID; ONLY $749.00. Budget plan available 
si $35 per month.
Host: Rev. Bob McClure.

TRUMPET TOURS
4 Lstanolle St. Greenville, S. C. 29607

(Send for folder)

Broadman Press 
Presents

A great 
pastor's 
emphatic 
testimony 
about the 
inerrancy 
of the 
biblical 
revelation.

at your B<

Why I Preach 
'1 hat the Bible 
Is Literally True *

/ $3.50 

ist Book Store

Race Relations Sunday 
Planning Suggestions

By Eura Lannom
Feb. 9 is Race Relations Sunday in the 

Southern Baptist Convention. For the past 
four years, Race Relations Sunday has ap
peared on the denominational calendar; 
and approximately 6000 Southern Baptist 

.churches observed the day last year. This 
special occasion gives one an opportunity to 
involve himself in God’s work of reconcilia
tion in the community.

“By God’s grace, Southern Baptists have 
made significant progress in the whole area 
of race relations, but there is much yet to 
be done. The call to preach the gospel to 
every creature was never more desperately 
needed than in this hour,” states Dr. W. A. 
Criswell, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Churches have observed Race Relations 
Sunday in many ways in the past. Churches 
which have been taking note of this particu
lar Sunday will no doubt seek new ways and 
ideas for this year. Some churches will ob
serve this special day for the first time.

A packet of materials prepared by the 
Home Mission Board and the Christian Life 
Commission is available to assist in observ
ing Race Relations Sunday. Among the re
sources included in the packet are three 
brand new pamphlets prepared especially for 
this occasion by the Home Mission Board, 
the Christian Life Commission and the 
Woman’s Missionary Union. Also in the 
packet are a few practical suggestions in 
planning for the day.

The Home Mission Board, 1350 Spring 
Street, N. W., Atlanta, Ga. 30309, has some 
additional resource materials which are free. 
Other materials may be obtained from the 
Christian Life Commission^ SBC, 460 James 
Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tenn. 37219, 
at a minimum charge. If your church needs 
these materials, you will need to place your 
order immediately to secure them before 
Feb. 9.

FOR SALE 
SANCTUARY FURNITURE, 

WINDOWS
SANCTUARY FURNITURE—(Save %) 

(available approximately
February 15).

Limed Oak (grey) Solid Oak 
28—15' pews, 2—12' pews, 

2—two seat sedelias
1 pulpit, 1 Lord's Supper table 

38 choir seats (upholstered opera, 
in. pews)

Railing in front of choir 
and instruments

WINDOWS—$220.00 (available now) 
22—48"x64" metal framed-double 

crank out
Contact Lee Simmons

LaBelle Haven Baptist Church 
249 Sullivan, Memphis, Tennessee 38109

Phone AC 901-398-5033.

New Books
My Greatest Challenge; Bill Glass, Word 

Books, $4.95; A 250-pound All-Pro defen
sive end for the Cleveland Browns, Bill 
Glass takes the reader behind the scenes 
and into the dressing rooms and training 
camps. In an intimate and personal manner, 
he shows the practice sessions, the game 
plans, the films and the training table—a 
book of compelling Christian witness that 
makes inspiring and enjoyable reading for 
any kind of reader-football fan or otherwise.

The Thirteenth Check; Robert A. Baker, 
Broadman Press; The jubilee history of the 
Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, 1918-68.

All the Holy Days and Holidays; Herbert 
Lockyer, Zondervan, $4.95; Every special 
day of the church and secular year, days 
that are common only to the church, poems 
as well as sermons for unusual situations 
are included.

Preaching . . . Outlines, Poems and Illus
trations; Croft M. Pentz, Baker Book House, 
$1.00; “It is my prayer that these simple 
truths and helps will be a blessing to my 
fellow ministers and Christian workers.” 
(Author)

Sermon Outlines on the Family and 
Home; Adolph Bedsole, Baker Book House, 
$1.00; “This little volume of outlines is of
fered with the hope and a prayer that they 
may become seeds to help others grow des
perately needed sermons designed to meet 
urgent needs in God’s first institution, the 
home.” (Author)

Children’s Sermons, Outlines and Illus
trations; James Stalker and Others, Baker 
Book House, $1.00; Easily understood, this 
little book holds treasures for the young.

Missionary Stories for Church Programs; 
Marie Lind, Baker Book House, $1.95; This 
book provides 39 actual incidents which 
illustrate that God is very actively at work 
today in this world He created.

Sex and the Single Eye; Letha Scanzoni, 
Zondervan, $3.95; The central thesis of the 
book may be viewed as a paradox: the 
Christian is called to a life of unlimited 
freedom; but at the same time, he is called 
to a life of slavery.

Seven Words of Love; G. Hall Todd, 
Baker Book House, $1.50; A collection of 
sermons which demonstrate in a striking 
way that the seven words from the cross 
have a timeless relevance.
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A special invitation from Word Book Club

HO* M

Count as 1 boo^

■o hofi ru.

«w utt m ’hl :iw

Count as 1 book

948. LIFE MORE ABUN 741. MY FRIEND, THE 750. RELEASE FROM 943. THEN SINGS MY 723. STAND TALL AND

I SAW GOOLEY FLY-Joe 
Bayiy Published at 
$2 95 Thought provok
ing parables for private 
or group consumption.

(Counts as 2 Books) 
928. THE CREATIVE 
YEARS AND THE MIRA
CLE OF DIALOGUE - 
Reuel L. Howe. Pub
lished at $7 00. Guides 
to true Christian matur
ity. Two books in one.

937. JUST AS I AM — 
Eugenia Price. Pub
lished at $3.95. The 
message of an old song 
for today's world.

958. A PLACE FOR YOU 
— Paul Tournier. Pub
lished at $4 95. Re
nowned psychiatrist 
talks about who you are 
and where you belong.
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747. HOWTO SPEAK SO 
PEOPLE WILL LISTEN— 
Ronald L. Willingham. 
Published at $3 95. The 
vital art of communica
tion; how to hear and 
be heard.

963. GOSPEL BLIMP— 
Joe Bayly Published at 
$1 95 Bright, satirical 
spoof of an ill-planned 
witnessing effort.

874. CHRIST THE TIGER 
—Thomas Howard Pub
lished at $4 50. A young 
Christian, challenged 
and shaken, finds ma
ture faith.

957. PARABLES OF PEA
NUTS—Robert L. Short. 
Published at $4.95. A 
freshly-salted Peanuts, 
with salty theological 
conclusions.

727. GRACE IS NOT A 
BLUE-EYED BLOND-R.

768. ARE YOU FUN TO 
LIVE WITH?—Lionel A. 
Whiston. Published at 
$3.95. How honesty, at
tention and spirituality 
help relationships.

GAMt BOOK 
w ji

THE INCENDIARY FEL
LOWSHIP—Elton True

706. THETASTEOF 
NEW WINE-Keith Mil
ler. Published at $3.50. 
This great Christian 
bestseller finds an an
swer in commitment.

730. PARTY TIME GAME 
BOOK —Naoma Clark. 
Published at $3.95. 
Usable games and 
stunts for home, 
school, church.

728. NINE ROADS TO 
RENEWAL-Walden 
Howard. Published at 
$3.50. How renewal 
came to 9 groups. 
Handbook for dissatis
fied churches.

764. THE CHRISTIAN. 
THE CHURCH.AND 
CONTEMPORARY PROB
LEMS - T. B Maston. 
Published at $5 95 The 
Biblical argument for 
social concern in to
day's church

745. THE REAL AND 
ONLY LIFE-Nancy 
Peerman. Published at 
$3.95. How a Christian 
found herself and 
reality.
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754. WITNESSING LAY
MEN MAKE LIVING 
CHURCHES - Claxton 
Monro and William S. 
Taegel. Published at 
$4 95 The witnessing 
ministry that brought 
new life to two Houston 
churches

962. NEW LIFE IN THE
CHURCH - Robert A

936. THE SOCIAL CON
SCIENCE OF THE EVAN
GELICAL — Sherwood 
Eliot Wirt Puolished at 
$4 95. Important dis
cussion of peace, race, 
the bomb and other 
topics.

760. GOD IN MAN'S EX
PERIENCE - Leonard 
Griffith. Published at 
$3.95. The Psalmists' 
experience as related 
to present problems.

738. A SECOND TOUCH 
— Keith Miller Pub
lished at $3 95. Miller 
helps you and your 
church group find re
newal.

CHOOSE ANY

FOR ONLY each
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From this list of Christian books 
you’ve always wanted to read

4* MORE 
ABUNDANT

( Values 
up to $17.85)
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Second 
Touch

enemy - William E. 
Panhell. Published at 
$3.95. A Negro discus
ses estrangement, ali
enation, and identity.

DANT —Charles L. 
Allen. Published at 
$3.50. Twenty-five won
derful principles of vic
torious living.

PHONINESS —Arnold 
Prater. Published at 
$3.95. The social mask 
as a block to joy and 
fulfillment.

STRAIGHT-Bill Glass. 
Published at $3.95. 
Guidance for teens by 
a star athlete and by 
psychologist Moser.

SOUL—George Beverly 
Shea. Published at 
$3 95 Inspired autobi
ography of a great gos
pel singer.

Lofton Hudson. Pub
lished at $3.95. A Chris
tian psychologist brings 
new meaning to time
worn concepts.

935. TO LIVE IN LOVE 
— Eileen Guder. Pub
lished at $3 95. How to 
find direction in ths 
fullness of God’s love.

Raines. Published at 
$3 00 A minister sees 
laymen as ministers to 
the Gospel.

blood Fubl’shed at 
$2 95 Commitment, 
witness and fellowship 

components of an in
cendiary life

Word Book Club invites you to buy the Christian books you’ve always wanted 
...AT TREMENDOUS SAVINGS!

If you’ll mail the coupon which is a part of this ad, you’ll receive any 
three of the books described here—for only $1.00 each (regardless of 
the publisher’s prices). The reply coupon obligates you in no way what
ever. As a trial member of Word Book Club, you buy as many books 
(or as few) as you choose. If you decide to cancel your membership, all 
you do is write to us and tell us so. It’s as easy as that!

You Buy at Big Book Savings
Almost any book offered by the Club will be made available to you at 
savings never less than 15% . . . and sometimes as much as 50%. You’ll 
buy even the regular monthly selections and alternates at these out
standingly large discounts. The savings alone are enough to justify your 
membership in the Club.

Earn Money-Saving Book Bonus Certificates At Once
Even with the first regular selection you buy you’ll automatically get a 
Book Bonus Certificate which you can use in the purchase of your books. 
You’ll find your Bonus Certificates sometimes cut the price of a book 
selection as much as $5.00.

Mail the Reply At Once
Fill out the coupon, telling us which 3 popular Christian books you want 
us to send you for only $1.00 each. We’ll bill you later.

CLIP AND MAIL THIS COUPON
| WORD Book Club, P. O. Box 1790, Waco, Texas 76703 

YES! Please rush me, for only $1.00 each, the three books I have 
listed. I understand that, as a member of Word Book Club, I am 
free to cancel my membership at any time and for any reason. Also, 
I’m free to buy as many (or as few) books as 1 choose. I also 
understand that I will begin receiving Book Bonus Certificates with 
my very first regular book purchase and I’ll be able to use these 

, Certificates for book purchases during the year, often making it 
| possible to save more than 50%.

! Write the numbers of the 3 books in the squares below:
| [J Cash Enclosed [J Please Bill Me

I NAME_____________________________________________________

ADD R ESS_________________________________________________

CITY__________________STATE__________ZIP CODE__________
! Telephone No.
j 028019 Canadian applicants add 8%. 3-0-12-3.00

Thursday, January 9, 1969 Page 13



Sunday School Lesson for January 12, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

MAN'S RESISTANCE: THE FOLLY OF IDOLATRY

Basic Passage: Isaiah 44:6-20
Focal Passage: Isaiah 44:6-10, 14-20

Man started with a simple form of mono
theism according to our Bible. There are 
many evidences even in polytheism that this 
is correct. Among most tribes there is an 
echo of a supreme deity who is largely neg
lected and is only a memory. The very 
primitive North American Indian worshipped 
the great spirit in a very simple way while 
the more advanced and more civilized con
temporaries in Central and South America 
had a very complicated worship of a highly 
developed polytheism.

After man lost his knowledge of the true 
God, in time, he created his own gods and 
made images of them. Paul describes this in 
the first Chapter of Romans.

In our civilized western world where 
Christianity is highly influential the crass 
forms of idolatry are not prevalent espe
cially in non-Catholic groups. However, 
there is widespread idolatry. In any case 
when something other than God is supreme
ly influential and dominant in life, we have 
idolatry.

This type of idolatry to which we have 
just referred finds expression in different 
forms. It may be money, pleasure, science, 
fame or self. We do not usually make other 
objects the center of our supreme devotion 
until we have drifted away from God and 
He has become irrelevant and hazy to our 
consciousness.

It is interesting to observe that when 
men lose interest in or rebel against God 
they select a very poor substitute. Often this 
substitute is absurd and ridiculous even 
when we reject God as contrary to all ra
tional processes.

JEHOVAH'S SOLITARY SUPREMACY 
Isaiah 44:6-8

The Lord who is the King of Israel, her 
redeemer and the God of hosts, He alone 
exists and reigns. He is the cause, source, 
and the perfecter of the consummation of 
all things. He is the first and last.

These pagan gods are nothing; they 
achieve nothing. They hear nothing and see 
nothing. Praying to them is utter nonsense.

Jehovah predicts and fulfills. These false 
gods and their idols predict nothing and 
they are incapable of fulfilling anything.

In the realm of deity Jehovah is solitary. 
He has no rival in this sphere. None in this 
universe can be compared to Him.

THE FUTILITY OF IDOLATRY 
Isaiah 44:9-10

Darkened and diseased minds devise im

aginary deities. They make graven images 
to represent or symbolize them. They fall 
down before them in worship and supplica
tion. It is all an empty performance. They 
achieve nothing because they are not in fel
lowship with reality. There is nothing to be 
gained by it. It is utterly frustrating and un
profitable. The man who makes idols ren
ders no service.

IDOLATRY IS UNMITIGATED FOLLY 
Isaiah 44:14-20

Here the prophet indulges in sarcasm. The 
idolaters use trees and other materials for 
useful purposes to meet their needs like 
kindling fires that warm them, baking bread, 
and roasting meat. They use the same kind 
of material to fashion idols. Sometimes they 
take what is left of the same material to 
carve the image of an imaginary god and 
then fall down before it. They are self
deceived and hold a lie in their hands. They 
bow to a block of wood or a molten image.

Modern idolatry may not look so ridicu
lous but it is just as futile and absurd. When 
we think of what men are substituting for a 
holy, just, and righteous God, who is so 
exalted and supremely above all, it breaks 
our hearts and evokes pity.

Heathen idolators are not only to be 
pitied, they should evoke our compassion. 
They are trying unconsciously to find some
thing which their original forefathers have 
lost. They are groping in the dark.

Their folly and futility "constitute an argu
ment for the existence of reality which they 
are grasping for. Here is a hungry baby. It 
has lost its bottle. Perhaps a nipple which 
has no connection with the bottle is handy. 
It seizes on it and tries to extract milk from 
it. Or it may put its finger or toe in its 
mouth and suck with all of its strength but 
in vain. Yet there is a satisfying reality for 
which it yearns. It is naive and ignorant, 
therefore it blunders while searching for 
sustaining reality.

Millions of starving souls are groping in 
heathen midnight. We have the satisfying 
reality in Christ. His gospel has been en
trusted to us. It is a sacred commitment. It 
is our solemn duty and holy privilege to get 
the satisfying reality to them. Time is the 
essence.

All around us are empty hearts and hun
gry souls. They are in pursuit of objectives 
that seem so exciting to civilized man. Yet 
they do not satisfy when reached. They 
leave an aching void. We must show them 
that they are worshipping idols that cannot 
save or satisfy. They can eat that which 
is good and their souls will be delighted with 
abundant satisfaction.

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Permissiveness the Cause?
It is fashionable nowadays to blame all 

the problems with the younger generation 
on the “permissiveness” encouraged by Dr. 
Benjamin Spock.

At the same time, commentators frequent
ly point out that there is practically no ju
venile delinquency among the Chinese- 
Americans. And this in spite of the fact 
that most of them live in over-crowded, 
run-down, low-income ghettos.

An article in a recent issue of Transaction 
Magazine reports one characteristic in which 
the Chinese families differ from white fami
lies. The Chinese-Americans are MORE 
PERMISSIVE and less aggressive than other 
Americans.

A teacher at Mount Holyoke college spent 
a summer in New York’s Chinatown study
ing the families there. He found:

—Chinese lead stable family lives.
—They have little divorce.
—Responsibility for children is shared by 

both parents.
—Chinatown children are allowed to stay 

up late, are weaned later, are toilet-trained 
later.

This doesn’t necessarily prove that per
missiveness makes better juveniles. But it 
does show that among Chinese-Americans, 
permissiveness DOES NOT produce be
haviour problems.

We may have to find something else to 
blame the younger generation on.

The other day someone suggested a pos
sibility. Had it occurred to you that the 
generation that is causing so much furore 
now is the first generation that has been 
reared entirely on television?

Archer Receives Award
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Glenn L. Arch

er, executive director of Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State, is the 
recipient of the Roger Williams Award for 
1968 presented by the Church-State Council 
of the Seventh-day Adventist church. The 
Roger Williams Award is presented annually 
for distinguished service to religious liberty 
and the separation of church and state. Pre
vious recipients included President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and Senator Everett Dirk
sen. (C/SNS)
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Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Tennessee Baptists were urged 

through the pages of the Baptist 
And Reflector by numerous ar
ticles to respond to the challenge of 
the $300,000 state-wide debt paying 
campaign to save their four education
al institutions.

20 YEARS AGO
Luther Joe Thompson, pastor, 

Springfield church, Springfield, and 
Mrs. Thompson, returned from a tour 
of Europe and a period of post-gradu
ate study at the university of Edin
burgh, Scotland.

As reported in the Baptist And 
Reflector—“In Naples, 39 young 
ex-priests are now studying for the 
Baptist ministry.”

10 YEARS AGO
Baptist And Reflector celebrated 

its 125th anniversary. In the com
memorative edition, a reproduc
tion appeared of the cover of the first 
issue of the paper, then known as “The 
Baptist”, and prominent personalities 
across the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion and Southern Baptist Convention 
paid tribute to the paper.

Pastor Believes in 
"Immorality"—Just a 
Typographical Error

MINNEAPOLIS—The advertise
ment for Edgewater Baptist church 
here in the Minneapolis Star said the 
Rev. Ellis E. Eklof, Jr., pastor, would 
preach on the topic, “I Believe in Im
morality.”

“There were a lot of laughs over it, 
but the error didn’t fill the church,” 
Pastor Eklof reported later. Attend
ance was good but many regulars were 
missing because of flu.

The actual sermon topic, “I Believe 
in Immortality,” was the last in a se
ries on the Apostles’ Creed.

Pastor Eklof said he had foreseen 
the possibility of a typographical 
blooper in his topic and had taken 
pains to see that “immortality” was 
spelled correctly in his ad copy.

Now he wishes he had changed his 
theme to “I Believe in Everlasting 
Life.” (RNS)

From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

We have just come through one of the 
most remarkable weeks in human history. 
The name, Apollo 8, will take its place with 

the names of the ships 
Columbus used when he

Dr. Kendall

discovered America in 
1492. For the first time 
in human history three 
men flew around the 
moon and returned safe
ly to the earth. They 
broke many records and 
collected enough pictures 
and data for scientists to 
study for years to come.

According to the press 
reports there were people

praying for these men from all around the 
world. It is significant that these men were 
all Christians and faithful in their churches. 
It is even more significant that they gave 
recognition to God through a prayer that 
was prayed and through the reading of the 
account of creation from Genesis. It is sig
nificant that the first men to achieve this 
trip around the moon acknowledge their 
Creator in such a distinct and positive way. 
It became a part of the history of this his
toric event.

A few years ago some thought that man’s 
adventures in space would lead to a further 
repudiation of God and to a further secu
larization of the world. Humanists have tried 
to rule God out and to make man fully self- 
sufficient. It is significant that the Russians 
scoffed at the idea of God a few years ago 
when they put the first men in space and 
they observed that they did not see God out 
there.

It seems now that the fears of a few years 
ago were not justified. It is significant that 
so many of our space scientists are men of 
faith. It seems now that space exploration 
is adding to the glory of God and making 
men more aware than ever of the greatness 
of God and the infinite intelligence it took 
to plan such a creation. The more God per
mits man to learn about the universe, the 
more his imagination is staggered with the 
immensity and complexity of it. This brings 
him to the fact that the finite mind can 
never fully comprehend the infinite and eter
nal God.

It is significant that a few days ago an 
article was carried in the daily press, written 
by George W. Cornell, Associated Press re-

Southern Seminary Participates 
In New "Metroversity" Plan

LOUISVILLE—The Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary has joined forces with 
seven other higher education institutions in 
the Louisville area to form what is to be 
called the Kentuckiana Metroversity.

The Metroversity is a cooperative effort 
by the eight member schools to broaden the 
variety and lower the cost of educational 
programs offered to students by co-ordinat
ing each school’s courses and facilities with 
all the others. It calls for no surrender of 
autonomy by the seminary or any school 
involved.

Other institutions participating in the 
Metroversity plan are: Bellarmine college, 
Catherine Spalding college, Indiana univer
sity Southeast, Kentucky Southern college, 
Jefferson Community College (a branch of 
the University of Kentucky), Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological seminary, and the 
University of Louisville. Co-ordination of 
the program will be furnished by the Urban 
Studies Center at the University of Louis
ville.

Principal benefits to the Baptist seminary 
will be joint library facilities and collections, 
greatly expanded course offerings in areas 
of academic interest to seminarians but cur
rently too costly for the seminary to pro
vide alone, and cooperative degree programs 
with other institutions.

Southern seminary already has pioneered 
the joint degree approach. For several years, 
students in the seminary have been able to 
earn dual degrees in social work through an 
agreement with the Kent School of Social 
Work at the University of Louisville. (BP) 

ligion writer, giving the fine testimony of 
Dr. John A. McIntyre, physics professor and 
associate director for research at the Cylo- 
tron Institute at Texas A.&M. University. 
Dr. McIntyre said, “a scientific training is 
helpful in understanding and accepting the 
gospel.” He said that the idea that modem 
scientific knowledge has tended to undercut 
religious concepts of life is not true and 
terms it simply “a contemporary excuse” for 
non-belief. He added that the “real reason 
(for non-belief) is still the same as it has 
always been”—that men don’t want to sub
mit their wills to a greater will. The article 
confirms his great faith in God and in the 
fact that the great revelations of truths un
covered by scientific exploration strengthens 
and corroborates that faith in the greatness 
of God.

We believe that the events of this last 
week of the old year will serve to add to the 
faith of men in the greatness of God and 
will bring many to a new faith in Him and 
His Word.
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Former Disciples Are Reported Forming 
An "Undenominational" Denomination

ST. LOUIS—A new denomination of 
'"undenominational” churches is apparently 
being formed in the United States, Dr. A. 
Dale Fiers of Indianapolis told the Confer
ence of State and Area Secretaries and 
Board Chairmen of the Christian Church 
^Disciples of Christ) here.

Fiers, general minister and president of the 
denomination, told the regional executives 
that a group calling itself the “Undenomina- 
Honal Fellowship of Christian Churches and 
Churches of Christ” has applied for listing 
m the Yearbook of American Churches, 
published by the National Council of 
Churches.

Many of the congregations and ministers 
involved were formerly listed as Disciples

New Books
How to Cultivate the Habit of Succeeding 

h) Mack Douglas; Zondervan, $4.95, 223 
-p. Aimed at professional people and busi
nessmen who are intent upon succeeding 
.nd excited about living.

Who, When and Where in the Bible by 
Roy L. Thompson; $1.50, 128 pp. Items of 
Biblical information are presented by the 
question and answer method. Helpful for 
Bible quizzes.

How We Faced Tragedy edited by Wil
liam J. Krutza; Baker, $1.50, 74 pp. paper. 

- rue stories of robust Christians who were 
squarely faced with personal disaster, loss 
)f a loved one, incurable illness, or poverty 

,md how each person met the threat of com
plete disillusionment and despair.

Christian Living from Isaiah by Fredna 
'V. Bennett; Baker, $1.50, 114 pp. A brief 
but comprehensive view of the Book of Isai
ah from the devotional-practical point of 
view, and is a guide for group or individual 
study.

Handy Introductions and Replies by Amy 
Bolding; Baker, $1.95, 105 pp. Helpful for 
speakers in making introductions, replies, 
thanks, welcomes, installations, dedications, 
prayers, etc.

Sir, We Would See Jesus by Gerald Mar
lin; $1.00, 72 pp. The story of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors Conference.

Familiar Failures by Clovis G. Chappell; 
Baker, $1.95, 164 pp. Messages about “drop
outs” from Christ’s school of life.

before the group voted this year to restruc
ture itself into a new church body with 
representative governmental units at the na
tional and regional levels, Fiers said.

More than 2000 of the previously listed 
8000 churches left the brotherhood of the 
Disciples at the time of restructure because 
they feared the new structure would inter
fere with their congregational freedom, he 
said.

They did this despite written guarantees 
that congregational rights would not be vio
lated, which were put into the restructure 
plan.

The new group has about 1 million mem
bers, Fiers estimated. (RNS)

Guidelines Are Proposed 
For Unity-Minded Baptists

LONDON—British Baptists thinking of 
taking part in ecumenical experiments or 
sharing churches are advised in a report 
here to check up on such important points 
as the provision of an open baptistery and 
restrictions on the consumption of alcohol 
and gambling.

They should also note the method of de
termining the use of buildings, insure there 
is proper consultation before a minister is 
called, and consider the provision of manses 
and problems regarding ownership and dis
posal of buildings, the report added.

The report was presented to the Fall 
meeting here of Britain’s Baptist Union 
Council by its honorary solicitor, Rich
ard Fairbairn. It was noteworthy be
cause:

1. While Britain’s Baptists, of whom there 
are nearly 300,000 committed members, are 
not involved at the present time in unity 
conversations with any other major Protes
tant denomination on a national level, in 
England, at least, local churches can and do 
take part in local ecumenical experiments.,

2. A bill is scheduled to be introduced in 
Parliament shortly which will provide for 
the sharing of churches by any two or more 
of these denominations: The Church of 
England, the Church in Wales, the Baptist, 
Congregational, Methodist and Roman Cath
olic churches, and the Presbyterian church 
of England.

A typical ecumenical experiment now un
der way involving the Baptists is at Bar Hill, 
a rapidly developing new town north of 
Cambridge. Seven denominations there are 
currently preparing to build a church that 
will be jointly owned and maintained. There

$700,000 Given Baylor 
Communications Center

WACO, Tex.—Stock valued at almost 
$700,000 has been donated to Baylor uni
versity for the purpose of constructing a 
Communications Center to house the 
school’s departments of journalism and oral 
communications.

The new building, which will include fa
cilities for student publications and the ra
dio-television-film division, will be named in 
honor of the late Jack Castellaw, son of the 
donor, Mrs. Janie Castellaw of Denton, Tex.

Young Castellaw, a Baylor student, was 
killed in a bus accident in 1927, along with 
nine members of the Baylor basketball team. 
Castellaw, who was just short of graduation, 
was manager of the Cub Basketball team at 
the time of his death.

Mrs. Castellaw told Baylor President Ab
ner V. McCall that her gift was motivated 
by love for Baylor and its students and that 
she hoped it would “promote God’s king
dom here on earth.” (BP) 

are other cases where local Baptists are al
ready sharing in the use of churches.

Fairbairn also pointed out that a 
number of ecumenical experiments 
were already being made, and more 
could be expected, especially in new 
towns.

Any decision to take part would be a 
matter for the local Baptist associations and 
churches or, where no church exists, for in
dividual Baptists, he said. He added:

“It wouid be an interference with the in
dependence of the local church or a denial 
of the liberty of conscience of the individual 
Baptist for the union to seek to direct what 
should be done.”

But, his report said, where participation 
was agreed the union could give advice and 
help where required to safeguard Baptist 
property.

The report also noted some of the 
problems arising in ecumenical experi
ments. These included regulations 
about communion services, church 
membership rolls, calling of ministers 
and relations between the shared 
church and the sponsoring bodies.

Specific problems for Baptists included 
Home Work Fund grants, ministerial recog
nition and superannuation and building 
loans.

The question whether “ecumenical 
churches” could be admitted to membership 
of the Baptist Union would also require 
careful consideration, the report noted. 
(RNS)
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