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Pulpit To Pew
By Jim Griffith

The once-strong fortresses of ab
stinence and sobriety are falling all 
over this land of ours because many 
forget just what consumption of 
alcoholic beverages can do to destroy 
an individual.

I came across a bit of verse in my 
file which speaks to the point.

It goes like this:

“One bad day in October,
When I was far from sober—
My feet began to stutter, 
And I fell into the gutter.

Now a pig who then spied me, 
Came and sat down beside me.
And I sang, ‘It’s always fair 

weather,
When good fellows get together.’

But a woman, walking our way, 
Declared with utter dismay, 
‘You can tell a man who boozes 
By the company he chooses—’ 
And the pig got up and slowly 

walked away.”
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interpretation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

False Signs of Jesus' Return
“But when ye hear of wars and commo

tions, be not terrified: for these things must 
first come to pass; but the end is not by and 
by”—Luke 21:9.

To understand this one must compare it 
with Matthew’s parallel in 24:6. “And ye 
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see 
that ye be not troubled: for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.” 
To this Jesus added famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes (Matt. 24:7; Lk. 21:11).

It is of interest to note the popular con
ception, and that of some interpreters, that 
these things are cited as signs of the ap
proaching, imminent return of the Lord. 
But Jesus clearly said that “the end is not 
yet.” In Matthew He prefaced these with 
a warning against being deceived by false 
christs, wars, and rumors of wars, earth
quakes, famines, and pestilences. This warn
ing was timely then as now.

In effect Jesus was saying that these 
things are a normal part of world history. 
They are not signs of His second coming.

Jesus is coming again. That fact is sure. 
But these things should not be interpreted 
as signs of imminence. He may come at 
any second—at a time when men do not ex
pect Him.

The duty of Christ’s people is not to try 
to chart the times and seasons. It is to be 
about His business and to be constantly 
watching. For He may return before this 
sentence is finished. Or before it is read. 
But whether He comes soon or tarries, His 
people are to be busy for Him.

Duke Adds Baptist, Catholic, 
Lutheran Chaplains To Staff

DURHAM, N. C.—Baptist, Roman Cath
olic and Lutheran chaplains have been 
added to the religious life staff of Duke 
university, a private institution with Meth
odist heritage.

The three men will serve in concert with 
the office of Dr. Howard C. Wilkinson, uni
versity chaplain. Dr. Wilkinson is a United 
Methodist clergyman.

Named were Father James C. Buckley, 
Catholic; the Rev. David E. May, Baptist; 
and the Rev. Stanford R. Hall, Lutheran.

Father Buckley comes from the faculty 
of the University of Notre Dame. He will 
also work toward a master of theology de
gree in the Duke divinity school, a semi
nary of the United Methodist church.

May is a graduate of Southeastern Baptist 
Theological seminary at Wake Forest, and 
was for a year an intern in pastoral care at 
a Raleigh hospital.

Hall has been a chaplain at Colorado 
State college and a pastor and ecumenical 
executive in Utah. (RNS)

Devotional

MEEK AND MILD?

By Craig Ratliff, Pastor
First Baptist Church, Newport

Sister Teresa, one of Joan Vatsek’s 
characters, worked with the very poor and 
disinherited of Cairo. She had been pleased 
to take her station in the Near East, think
ing she would gain a vision of Christ there- 
very little has changed among the Arabs in 
two centuries.

She gained a vision of Christ, one far 
different from that of Holman Hunt: Al
ways before she had thought of Christ with 
long, flowing, carefully combed brown hair; 
his nose was straight and noble; his com
plexion was fair and eyes light; his flowing 
robe was spotless white. But as Sister 
Teresa came to know those who lived as 
the first century Palestinians lived, her 
vision of Christ was drastically altered: 
his long, flowing, white robe was replaced 
by the dirty galabia, the formless garment 
of the peasant; his carefully combed hair 
became a greasy black, matted as was his 
beard; the eyes narrowed and became blac^ 
and all in all he no longer was the epitome 
of Anglo-Saxon manhood, he was a Semite 
with a hooked nose.

Many of our concepts are as amiss Is 
Holman Hunt’s portrait of Christ. We ha^ 
tamed him, domesticated him, and projected 
him as a middle-class American. But still 
he shines through the New Testament 
record: walking with his disciples through 
the grain fields on the Sabbath, being re
buked for plucking grain to feed their 
hungry bodies, he rebuked his rebukers: 
“Nonsense, I say that man’s welfare is more 
important than your rules! Rules and regula
tions are to help mankind, not restrict 
them.” During his triumphant entry to 
Jerusalem (an unauthorized demonstration?), 
when told to silence his followers, he re
plied, “Truth cannot be hushed up by your 
objections. Silence the voices and the 
stones will shout it.”

Dare we call to mind the day he went 
into the Temple, caused a riot, and de
stroyed the property of legitimate business
men, used a belt as a whip—all the time 
obviously being consumed with anger?

“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild?” Is he 
really? Is Sister Teresa’s mistake also ours? 
The Biblical record is open to inspection. 
You must find out for yourself.
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(One of a series)

A PERPLEXING PROBLEM
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

One of life’s most perplexing questions is 
why many people who do not claim to be 
Christians seem to do a better job of living 
the Christian life than many who are Chris
tians, including some who are so-called 
Christian leaders. The late Karl Barth said 
that it is to the shame of the church that 
the will of God “has often been better ful
filled outside the Church than in it.”

Has this ever bothered you? Have you 
discovered any reasons why it is so fre
quently true? I have personally searched for 
years for a satisfactory explanation. The 
following may not be entirely adequate, but 
at least the suggestions have been helpful 
to me.

It may be that we have not placed 
enough emphasis in our churches on 
the positive aspects of Christian living. 
We have tended to measure too largely 
the quality of a Christian’s life in nega
tive terms—what he does not do—and 
on the basis of his faithfulness to the 
formalities of the church—attendance 
at worship services, support of the 
church program, etc.
In turn, the tendency on the part of so 

many church members to judge those inside 
and outside of the church in formalistic, 
negative terms contributes to a hypercritical 
spirit on the part of many church members. 
Too many of us reject those within and out
side of the Christian fellowship who do 
things that we disapprove.

Many and possibly most church members 
have not developed the capacity to separate 
“the sinner and his sin.” If they disapprove 
of “hate” what a man does, they tend to 
reject or “hate” him. This limits many of us 
in our capacity to reach and to minister to 
the needs of people. We should be able to 
love people regardless of what they do and 
even regardless of what they are.

Shifting the emphasis somewhat, “the 
Christian life of the non-Christian” may be 
partly explained by his background. Many 
a non-Christian lives on borrowed or over
flow religion that has come into his life 
from a godly father or mother or from some 
other relative who has touched and in
fluenced his life. In such cases one source 
of whatever Christian standards and Chris
tian spirit that he may have in his life is. 
ultimately Christian.

Also, there are some non-Christians 
whose religion is their good works. 
They substitute works for faith and 
may never identify themselves with the 
Christian church. Their motivation may

be self-centered or it may be thor
oughly unselfish. Theirs may be a 
humanistic, humanitarian approach to 
life. They may place a high value on 
man and hence on their service to man, 
while ignoring man’s relationship to 
God and their responsibility to God.

There is at least one other possible ex
planation of the fact that non-Christians 
frequently outlive professing Christians. 
Barth suggested that where this happens it 
is not due to the natural goodness of man. 
He said, “It is because Jesus, as the One 
who has risen from the dead and sits at 
the right hand of God, is in fact the Lord 
of the whole world Who has His servants 
even where His name is not yet or no 
longer known or praised.”

This suggests that where the work of God 
is being done we can be sure that it is be
cause God is at work there. This is true 
regardless of who or what may be the in
strument of his will and work.

Income Pledged By Swiss 
Group To Developing Nations

BERNE, Switzerland—Declaring that the 
world’s wealthy stand in the Judaeo-Chris- 
tian tradition, 1050 Swiss citizens here 
pledged 3 per cent of their income for three 
years to development aid.

The statement to which they pledged was 
drawn up by a group of Swiss professors 
and clergymen, including Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
director of the World Council of Churches 
Faith and Order Secretariat.

Prof. Max Geiger of the University of 
Basle released the statement. He said it was 
important for individuals to commit them
selves to development in underdeveloped 
areas. It is not possible, he added, to make 
major economic and political decisions un
less they are supported by large numbers of 
individuals.

“The peoples who are rich today are those 
of the Judaeo-Christian culture,” said the 
statement. “They owe their development 
and social evolution partly to this spiritual 
liberation, as well as to the fact that other 
peoples have worked for them, often under 
miserable conditions.

“Christians today cannot keep all their 
wealth for themselves without betraying the 
Gospel. They know they must limit their 
own prosperity to enable all men ... to 
carry out their human vocation. Many non
believers who have struggled for social jus-

Home Mission Board Ranks 
Reach 2393 In Service
At End of Year

ATLANTA—A new year tabulation at 
the Home Mission Board here puts the total 
number of missionaries serving the agency 
at 2393.

The most recent appointees are: Bob and 
Jo Alice Brackney, directors of Christian 
Social Ministries in Camp Hill, Pa.; John 
W. Brill of Holdenville, Okla., state director 
of work with National Baptists in Okla
homa; H. Wesley Wiley of Caswell County, 
N. C., Director of Metropolitan Ministries 
in Washington, D.C.; Hershel Henry Henkel 
of Afton, Tex., Superintendent of Missions 
in Wilcox, Ariz.; Joe Henry Music of Austin, 
Tex., pastor-director in Salt Lake City, Utah; 
and Raymond H. and Gloria Ann Singleton, 
Directors of Activities at a Baptist Center in 
El Paso, Tex.

The Brackneys had been living in State 
College, Pa., where he was pastor of South 
Hills Baptist church and also served on the 
religious affairs staff of Pennsylvania State 
university. A graduate of Eastern New Mex
ico university, Pennsylvania State university 
and Southwestern Baptist Theological semi
nary in Fort Worth, he has been pastor of 
several churches in Texas and New Mexico.

Mrs. Brackney also attended Eastern New 
Mexico university and Southwestern semi
nary.

They will be working through the Key
stone Baptist Association in Camp Hill.

Brill is a graduate of East Central State 
Teachers college in Ada, Okla, and has been 
pastor of several churches in Oklahoma.

Wiley was pastor of the Springfield Bap
tist church in Washington, and served last 
year as assistant coordinator of the Conti
nental Congress on Evangelism staged in 
the capital city.

A native of North Carolina, he is a for
mer chairman of the board of trustees of 
the General Baptist Convention of North 
Carolina. He also has been pasor of two 
North Carolina churches and served as dean 
of the Southern Baptist City Mission in Win
ston-Salem.

The former pastor of Lowe Baptist 
church in Phoenix, Henkel will work 
through the Cochise and Mt. Graham Bap
tist Associations in Wilcox. He attended 
Texas Tech in Lubbock and Wayland Bap
tist college in Plainview and has been pas
tor of several Oklahoma churches. (BP) 

tice—sometimes even more than Christians 
—are also seeking to give meaning to their 
lives through this struggle.”

The signers are free to give the 3 per cent 
through any religious or secular organization 
working in developing areas. The drive to 
enlist others will remain private in char
acter. (RNS)
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Religion Plays Prominent Role
In Inauguration of President Nixon

By W. Barry Garrett

WASHINGTON—Religion played a prominent role in the inauguration of President 
Richard M. Nixon.

So extensive was this aspect of the inauguration that a Washington Post columnist ob
served that Nixon was “apparently the most publicly prayed-over new president in the his
tory of the Republic.”

Four major developments marked the religious aspects of the inauguration:
1. A call for a national prayer observance on Inauguration Day in all places of wor

ship;
2. An official prayer service before the inauguration ceremony;
3. Religious aspects of the inauguration itself; and
4. Announcements about the interdenominational church services in the White House 

after the new first family moved in. _____________________________________
The Inter-Faith Religious Observance 

Committee of the 1969 Inauguration Com
mittee helped in carrying out the plans. Judge 
Boyd Leedom, a former chairman of the 
National Labor Relations Board and past 
president of the International Christian 
Leadership Conference, was chairman of the 
committee.

Other committee members were from the 
Jewish community, the Council of Churches 
of Greater Washington, the Roman Cath
olic church, the Mormans and the Episcopal 
church.

Citizens Asked To Pray

Prior to the inauguration of President 
Nixon the religious observance committee 
called on citizens of the United States “to 
hold in all places of worship appropriate 
services of prayers for the President and his 
cabinet, of thanksgiving to almighty God for 
his mercy and blessings on America, and of 
rededication of our people to the ideals of 
responsible freedom, human dignity, and the 
brotherhood of all men.”

The committee asked that, at 11:00 a.m. 
EST, for a period of three minutes on In
auguration Day in places of worship, prayers 
be said, bells rung, chimes played and lights 
be kindled.

The purpose of the observance, ac
cording to the committee, was “to pro
claim to all the world our faith in God 
and our spiritual rededication.”
The inaugural prayer service took place 

at 9:30 a.m. in the West auditorium of the 
State Department. This service was attended 
by President Nixon and was open to the 
public. Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
representatives officiated at the service.

At the prayer service a “call for spiritual 
renewal” was read by Norman Vincent 
Peale, pastor of Marble Collegiate church 
in Manhattan. Nixon frequently attended 
this church while in New York.

The call, which Judge Leedom said was 
being sent to military chaplains for dissemi
nation among armed forces personnel, says 
in part:

“We call upon our fellow citizens to 
examine their own lives and to reevaluate 
the principles and practices of their institu
tions that this may become a period of 
spiritual and moral reward.”

Inaugural Prayers—Bibles

During the inauguration itself prayers 
were read by representatives of four major 
faiths in America—Protestant, Catholic, 
Greek Orthodox and Jewish. The Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir sang religious songs.

The oath of office was taken while Nixon’s 
hand was on two family Bibles. The oath 
itself, administered by Chief Justice Earl 
Warren of the U. S. Supreme Court, con
cluded with the words, “so help me, God.”

The Bible verse on which Nixon’s hand 
rested was the same as in his two inaugura
tions as vice president. It reads:

“And he shall judge among the nations, 
and shall rebuke many people: and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2:4).

White House

Beginning the first Sunday of the new 
Nixon administration, family worship serv
ices will be conducted “on an irregular 
basis” in the White House. The Nixon fam
ily also plans to attend a variety of churches 
in Washington.

The announcement about the White 
House services said there probably would be 
a different minister each time. The services 
will be attended by the Nixon family and 
by specially invited guests and officials.

Among reasons given for the private 
White House services was the desire of the 
Secret Service to provide maximum protec
tion for the new president. Presidential at
tendance at outside worship services poses 
security problems and disrupts normal pro
cedures at the churches visited. (BP)

International Student 
Retreat Is Scheduled

Grant

Newport

The Tennessee-Kentucky International 
Student Retreat, Feb. 7-9 will be held at 
Mammoth Cave National Park, Mammoth 
Cave, Ky. The retreat 
is an annual affair spon
sored jointly by the Stu
dent Departments of the 
Tennessee and Kentucky 
Baptist Conventions and 
the Student Department 
of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. Interna
tional students attending 
will be guests of the two 
state Student Depart
ments. Funds for this are 
provided through gifts 
from the State Missions Offering of the 
Kentucky and Tennessee Woman’s Mission
ary Unions.

Approximately 75 Internationals from 
some 22 campuses in Tennessee are ex
pected to attend. In addition, approximately 
50 American students 
and adults from Tennes
see will attend. Similar 
numbers of International 
students and Americans 
from Kentucky will par
ticipate. This is the first 
year adults in local 
churches have been in
vited to participate in 
the retreat.

This is being done with 
the aim of including 
those who have worked 
with Internationals in the local churches and 
who will follow up with contacts after the 
conference. The purpose of the retreat is to 
present Christianity and to provide oppor
tunity for dialogue with those who wish 
to learn more about the Christian faith.

A feature of this year’s retreat will be a 
Bible study period led by Dr. William Pin
son, professor of Christian Ethics at South
western Baptist Theological seminary. Dur
ing this period, International students will 
be provided New Testaments in their native 
languages.

Program personnel include Russell New
port, president, Russell Newport Stores, Inc., 
Springfield, Mo.; Dr. Lewis Salter, dean of 
Knox college and vice president for Aca
demic Affairs, Galesburg, Ill.; Dr. Daniel 
Ross Grant, professor of Political Science, 
Vanderbilt university, Nashville; and Dr. 
William M. Pinson, associate professor of 
Christian Ethics, Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.
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EVANGELISTIC CONFERENCE
IN PICTURES

This quartet from Belmont college also 
shared in the special music for Tuesday 
evening Layman’s Night.

Program personalities for the conference 
at the head table for the Monday evening 
supper planning meeting for associational 
chairmen of evangelism, superintendents of 
missions and moderators.

Special music presented during the Evan
gelistic Conference included this choir from 
Inglewood church, Nashville. Gene Wilson, 
of Brazil, shown directing, was in charge of 
the music for the Tuesday evening song 
service.

Host pastor Robert Norman talks with 
Ernest Owens, Jr., pastor, Cherokee church, 
Memphis,, following one of the conference 
sessions.

Theology Professor 
Resigns at New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS—Dr. Robert R. 
Soileau, for more than 11 years a professor 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological semi
nary, has resigned under protest.

Soileau’s resignation was announced by 
Dr. H. Leo Eddleman, seminary president, 
and Trustee Board president A. Morgan 
Brian Jr., both of New Orleans.

The associate professor of theology, now 
studying for a doctor of philosophy degree 
at Louisiana State university, Baton Rouge, 
gave three reasons for his resignation in a 
written statement to Baptist Press: “1- A 
conflict with the administration over ideals 
and principles; 2- The deterioration of the 
academic climate of the school; and 3- the 
theological direction the seminary is taking 
toward a more conservative point of view.”

Eddleman’s reply to Soileau’s letter of 
resignation included the statement that he 
would not attempt to answer all of the 
statements because the “letter of resigna
tion is so replete with inaccuracies, quota
tions out of context, quotations without 
concomitant contingencies, not to mention 
conversations most assuredly projected in a 
conditional context of the subjunctive 
mood.”

The coffee room of the conference found 
discussion groups such as this one. They 
are, left to right: Ernest S. Owens, Jr., pas
tor, Cherokee church, Memphis; D. William 
Dodson, Jr., pastor, Lamar Heights church, 
Memphis; Dr. Clark H. Pinnock, associate 
professor of Theology, New Orleans Baptist 
Theological seminary, who led the con
ference in Bible Study; Sandy Curnow, a 
senior at Columbia Presbyterian seminary, 
Decatur, Ga.; M. H. Cates, pastor, First 
church, Monteagle and J. Donald Courson, 
pastor, Highland church, Tullahoma.

Thursday, January 30, 1969 Page 5



EDITORIALS___________________________

SBC LEADS IN MISSIONARIES
A survey by the National Association of Evangelicals 

indicates that Southern Baptists have the largest number of 
overseas missionary personnel of any Evangelical group. 
The report indicates 2277 missionaries for Southern Bap
tists, with the Wycliff Bible Translators a close second, 
reporting 2126.

While the report sounds good, and reflects some credit 
upon us by comparison, it might be well for us to at least 
recall that it has taken from 1845 to 1969 to have this, 
number of missionaries. It should be noted also that with 
nearly 12 million members, Southern Baptists, if we really 
wanted to do so, could easily have 5000 missionaries in 
overseas posts of service.

Dr. Cauthen, the staff and members of the Foreign Mis
sion Board have rendered monumental service in the days 
of growth of the Board since World War II. No one could, 
in fairness, be critical. The Board has done the best it 
could with resources provided by Southern Baptists.

Maybe—just maybe—a spirit of revival generated, 
hopefully, in the Crusade of the Americas, might be the 
impetus needed for renewed mission emphasis at home 
and to the ends of the earth.

And Man Shall Choosa

PRAY FOR PRESIDENT NIXON
Richard Milhous Nixon is now the 37th president of 

the United States of America. By any standard of human 
measurement, the office is an impossibility. Christians 
throughout this nation, and world—Tennessee Baptists in
cluded—need to pray that President Nixon, and all of 
our leaders, might be led by the Holy Spirit that this 
America, under God, might survive and prosper.

This republic long has laid claim to Christian back
ground, and has invoked Divine Guidance. Mr. Nixon 
has said well that our problem now is one of the spirit of 
the people. In the midst of material plenty, we have be
come spiritual paupers.

We would pray for the leaders of this nation, and Mr. 
Nixon as president, Divine Guidance in the affairs of this 
people that this nation, under God, might be blessed, and 
be a blessing to others.

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE SUNDAY
Churches throughout the Southern Baptist Convention 

are asked to observe February 2 as Baptist World Alli
ance Sunday. This world fellowship of Baptists, from its 
beginning in 1905, has served to remind us of unity and 
strength of like-minded believers.

In a message for this Sunday, published in The Baptist 
World, we are told that . . . “Our Baptist unity lies not in 
the structure of a world church or organization which 
joins together the scattered ends of our fellowship. Our 
unity is basic in Jesus Christ. Our unity surmounts our 
differences and reaches across the barriers of a divided 
world. ‘By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.’ ” 
(I Cor. 12:13)

Congregational in government, independent of ec
clesiastical oversight, as Baptists we still do well to re
member there is strength in unity. This strength also, we 
believe, expresses itself in a united witness. In fact, it 
might be well to recall that the Crusade of the Americas 
was launched formally at the Alliance session in Miami 
Beach in 1965!

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
The messages were well-prepared; the attendance was 

good; the people were of a mind to prepare spiritually. 
Appreciation is due Evangelism Secretary F. M. Dowell, 
his staff, and all who shared in planning for and leading 
in the Evangelism Conference.
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Radio-TV Commission Blankets The World Peale Pamphlet Designed 
As An Answer To Mao

FORT WORTH—Each week nearly 100 
million people in the United States and 40 
other countries feel the impact of the world
wide broadcast ministry of the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Commission.

Commission programs range from those 
produced to pierce Communism’s Iron and 
Bamboo Curtains to those designed for out
lets in all 50 states in the U. S., such as 
JOT, a TV color cartoon series for children, 
which averages well over 1000 fan letters 
a day.

In fact, thousands of letters pour into the 
Commission’s headquarters in Fort Worth 
each day from all over the world—even 
from countries in the Red Bloc where it is 
a crime to listen to foreign language broad
casts. In recent months, for example, there 
has been a significant upsurge in corre
spondence from Red China. Commission 
programs are produced in English, Portu
guese, Russian, Polish, French, Navajo, 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Thai, and Span
ish.

Spanish speaking programs play a signifi
cant role in outreach to Texas’s large Latin 
population. Most are broadcast on time 
bought from stations in San Antonio, Har
lingen and El Paso by the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas. Baptists in other states 
provide similar opportunities for language 
groups in their area.

Religious programs, such as the Spanish 
versions of “The Baptist Hour,” draw large 
Latin audiences in Texas, as do informative 
and entertaining programs, such as “Con
trol-Central” (the Spanish version of the 
commission’s widely-known “MasterCon- 
trol”) and television’s popular “The An
swer” series, with dubbed in language 
soundtracks.

“The Answer,” a 30-minute TV drama 
or documentary, is carried by more than 
100 stations. “MasterControl” is a 30-min- 
ute music-interview show. “The Baptist 
Hour” is a modified worship service, featur
ing Dr. Herschel Hobbs, pastor of First 
Baptist church, Oklahoma City, and the 
Baptist Hour Choir, directed by soloist Joe 
Ann Shelton.

Each year, the commission cooperates 
with the three major networks in producing 
15 or 20 radio and television specials.

Approximately 150 million people 
watched three color documentaries pro
duced in cooperation with the National 
Broadcasting Company—“The Vine” (the 
life of Christ), “The Inheritance” (the story 
of the Old Testament) and “Walk Beside 
Me” (the life and journeys of Paul).

The American Broadcasting Company has 
joined the commission in widely acclaimed 
documentaries on the alcoholic, the elderly, 
and the young parent.

What Southern Baptists believe, how they 
worship and what they plan for the future 
has been the subject of several television 

specials by the Columbia Broadcasting 
System.

The scope of what the Radio-Television 
has accomplished in its 30 years of existence 
and what it hopes to accomplish through 
plans projected by its executive director, 
Paul M. Stevens, boggles the imagination.

The already modernistic facilities will 
eventually add a $500,000 television studio 
which would make Texas the focal point of 
a vast, nationwide television network. Using 
existing computers and predicted refinements 
in electronic communications, the center 
would be capable of feeding video taped 
and filmed productions into a network serv
ing churches throughout the 11 million
member Southern Baptist denomination.

Even now the commission plays a key 
role in providing broadcast production and 
technical assistance to churches, state Bap
tist conventions (such as the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas) and denominational 
agencies throughout Texas and the United 
States. Program formats are suggested, copy 
written, musical records and tapes furnished, 
advertising spots produced, “how to” mate
rials on local broadcasting prepared, broad
casting workshops for pastors conducted, 
etc.

The Radio-Television Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has brought 
denominational programming into the elec
tronic age. (Special)

The 13-Year-Old Intermediate Training Union of the First Baptist church, Kingsport, 
has been busy recently presenting The Story of Lottie Moon at the City Mission, West 
View Baptist church, and four of the Adult Sunday School Departments of the First 
Baptist church. Miss Opal Palmer is the leader of this group and the Training Union 
Director is Phil Farrow.

Members of the union pictured above are: Front row, left to right: Linda Pierce, Linda 
Buchanan, Angie Brotherton, Jeanne Schneider, Opal Palmer (union leader), Kathy Scog
gins, Lucy Hoskins, Lisa Holt. Back Row: Kent Hoover, Bill Dudney, David Lewis, Joe 
Robertson, and Randall Jones.

PAWLING, N. Y.—Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale’s Foundation for Christian Living is 
distributing 600,000 copies of what the 
famed New York preacher hopes will be 
answer to “Quotations from Chairman Mao 
Tse-Tung.”

“Quotations from Jesus Christ,” which 
Dr. Peale compiled with the Rev. Bernard 
Brunsting, pastor of Greenville Reformed 
church, Scarsdale, N. Y., is a collection of 
Jesus’ sayings.

In an introduction to the 32-page book
let, Dr. Peale observed that “Quotations 
from Chairman Mao” is becoming the 
“Bible of Communist China.”

“The slavish reading and repetition of the 
words of the Communist leader by so many 
people is a potentially dangerous phenome
non,” he warned. “For if enough people are 
converted to principles such as it expouses, 
the world stands in danger of an increased 
growth of Communist philosophy.”

But if people were to read and practice 
the sayings of Jesus, he said, “there is no 
doubt at all that the world can be directed 
away from Communist leadings to Christian 
ideas, from Communist error to Christian 
truth.”

The quotations, taken from the American 
Bible Society’s New Testament translation 
“Good News for Modern Man,” will be 
distributed without charge. (RNS)
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Tennessee News Briefs
Walnut Hill church, Harriman, has called

Tom Duff Fritts as pastor. A former pastor 
in Tennessee, Texas and Oklahoma, He is a 

graduate of Belmont cob 
lege, Nashville, has stud
ied at Phillips univer
sity, Enid, Okla., the 
University of Tennessee 
and is a candidate for the 
Master of Divinity de
gree from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological semi
nary, Fort Worth, Tex. 
Mrs. Fritts is the former 
Thelma Ray Delaney of
Harriman. They have

Fitts two children.

First church, Lexington, called Joseph W. 
Gibson II as minister of music and youth. 
Formerly of St. Petersburg, Fla., he is a 
graduate of Belmont college, Nashville. He 
has held similar positions with First church, 
Dickson and First church, Somerville. The 
Gibsons have one daughter, Karen, four.

Nelson Renfroe, pastor of Darden and 
Salem churches in Beech River association, 
was ordained recently to the gospel ministry 
at Bible Hill church, in the same association.

First church, Scotts Hill, will have wor
ship services every Sunday. For the past 
few years they have met for worship on the 
second and fourth Sundays. Edwin Dyer is 
pastor.

Brainerd Hills church, Chattanooga, re
ports 17 professions of faith and one addi
tion by letter during their recent revival. 
James Dorriety, pastor, Jackson Way Baptist 
church, Huntsville, Ala., was the evangelist. 
Marshall M. Vaughn is pastor.

Northside church, Milan, recently or
dained Howard D. Rollins, LaMarse Brash
er, Guy Ward and Herbert Thomas as dea
cons.

Hebron church, Hardeman County associ
ation, has called Ray Bryant as pastor. The 
Bryants have two daughters and a son, Ray, 
who is a junior at Blue Mountain college 
(Miss.).

First church, Whiteville, has called Joseph 
Trybone as pastor. He formerly served 
Salem church, Gibson County association, as 
pastor.

First church, Woodland Mills, recently 
held open house for their new pastorium. 
Built at a cost of approximately $27,500, 
the house is located on a 1.2 acre lot and 
features three bedrooms, two full ceramic 
tile baths, family room, living-dining room 
combination, kitchen, utility room, pastor’s 
study, double garage, and patio. Members 
of the building committee are: Lucian Isbell, 
Elwood Gammons, Wilford Denton, Mrs. 
George Jones, and Mrs. Bill Fowler. The 
church is also celebrating its centennial this 
year. Garry Joe Hardin is pastor.

H. W. Hargrove has retired from the ac
tive pastorate and will make his home in 
Mercer, Tenn., Route 1, Box 185A.

First church, Elizabethton, ordained 
Larry Bain, George Lynch and Willie Webb 
as deacons. William L. Swafford is pastor.

Mississippi College Student
Ridgecrest Recreation Director

NASHVILLE—William Meredith Arnold, 
a student at Mississippi college, Clinton, will 
be director of recreation during 1969 con-
ferences at

Arnold

Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly.
Arnold will be respon

sible for guest recreation 
and will supervise 10 
staffers. He will also help 
provide staff recreational 
activities, according to 
Leon Mitchell, sports 
and facilities consultant, 
Church Recreation De
partment, Sunday School 
Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

A former resident of 
Memphis, Arnold is the

son of Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Arnold of that 
city.

Arnold has served as summer youth di
rector, Calvary Baptist church, Tupelo, 
MiSs. and Immanuel Baptist church, Cleve
land, Miss.

Southern Baptists Lead 
In Missionaries Abroad

WASHINGTON, D. C.—A compilation 
of overseas personnel of the largest of Amer
ican Protestant missionary societies shows 
the 12-million-member Southern Baptist 
Convention with the highest total, but Wy
cliffe Bible Translators is running a close 
second.

Data released by the National Association 
of Evangelicals office disclosed that South
ern Baptists have 2277 missionary personnel 
overseas, Wycliffe’s total has more than 
doubled in the last decade to 2126.

Third place is held by Seventh Day Ad
ventists with 1467, while the United Meth
odist Church has 1415. The United Pres
byterian Church, which once had nearly 
1600 overseas personnel, now has 1088 and 
ranks fourth if only American personnel 
are included in the totals.

The Sudan Interior Mission ranks fifth, 
with 1039 Americans in its ranks. However, 
since it is an international “sending body”, 
its total number—including missionaries 
from Australia, New Zealand and Great 
Britain—is approximately 1300.

With these six missionary societies num
bering in excess of 1000 each, they are 
followed by 10 other societies having more 
than 500 overseas personnel but under 
1000.

Topping the secondary list, according to 
the NAE, is The Evangelical Alliance Mis
sion (TEAM), 871, Christian and Mission
ary Alliance, 859; Assemblies of God, 815; 
American Lutheran Church, 660; Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, 577; Church of the 
Nazarene, 536.

Also, Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southern), 533; New Tribes Mission, 522; 
Baptist Mid-Missions, 506; and Lutheran 
Church in America, 503.

Wycliffe, the fastest growing of the so
cieties, is preparing New Testament trans
lations in more than 400 heretofore “unre
duced” languages. Their 13th complete New 
Testament, in Mexico’s Trique language, 
was finished in December. New Testament 
portions have been prepared in most of the 
others. (RNS)

Student Conference
WAKE FOREST—“On Becoming Hu

man” is the theme of the Student Confer
ence on Mission and Ministry to be held at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Feb. 7-9.

Opened to college students, it will feature 
panel discussion on human problems and 
relations, periods of fellowship with refresh
ments and entertainment and seminars on 
chaplaincy, pastoral ministry, international 
missionaries, student ministry and other re
lated vocations.
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Big Family No Deterrent 
To This Seminary Student

By Joyce Lastinger
LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Walk inside the 

apartment of Marlon Lastinger, first-year 
theology student at The Southern The
ological seminary. He’s my husband.

You might be taken aback at the sight 
of a lonely male figure surrounded by a 
bevy of bustling females of all sizes and 
description. It takes a second look to con
vince many of our visitors that this is 
not the flight-geared “Bloody Red Baron”— 
in King Solomon’s Court. It’s only the Last
inger patriarch using the silent headset of his 
recording equipment to muffle the music of 
female frivolity!

After all, he does have to study, and we 
girls—there are six of us—must have our 
fun. So, while we chat and chatter, Marlon 
visits, via textbook, the archaeological 
ruins and historical high moments of the 
church that compose a theological curric
ulum.

Yes, my husband traded the fishbowl life 
—12 years as a pastor—for the ivy-covered 
campus and brought his coeds with him. 
And the coeds are finding it difficult to deter
mine which way of life is the more fascinat
ing.

Some people will tell you it’s next to in
sane to contemplate reentry into the student 
role after 10 years out of the classroom. 
The dean of students, the administrative 
dean, several professors and many friends 

told us it would be very risky. Especially 
with a wife and five daughters, a home and 
enjoyable pastoral position in Swainsboro, 
Ga., to consider.

Come to seminary? It was difficult to 
determine whether we’d gone completely out 
of orbit or put a lot of stock in that “sub
stance of things hoped for, evidence of 
things not seen.” But we came.

We arrived at The Southern Baptist The
ological seminary on Aug. 23, 1968—bags, 
baggage and belles—and took up residence 
in Woman’s Missionary Union Hall. I 
thought that was appropriate. I was con
vinced that I would be the “old lady of the 
campus,” and that our clan would be by 
far the largest around. You can imagine 
my surprise when I learned there are two 
other families with five children; however, 
neither is so fortunate as to have all daugh
ters! There are plenty of older students, 
too, so Marlon and I don’t feel like the 
grandparents of the student body.

We’re looking forward to a pleasant stay 
at “The Beeches,” and our girls may find 
it difficult to leave. They have 31 big 
brothers living in W.M.U. Hall—male stu
dents who represent the dormitory overflow 
this year. They’ve been great to look after 
my brood, to fix bicycles, play tag, or just 
chat.

Just call me Mother Lastinger with her 
36 kids . . . and smile. (Special)

v V

Nolachucky Association of Baptists has 
purchased 1.3 acres on Morris Boulevard, 
Morristown, from the Morristown Housing 
Authority for $8,616.15. Plans are to begin 
construction of an office and conference 
building for the association. Cost of the 
brick veneer structure will be between 
$25,000 and $28,000.

Lon Price, chairman of the Morristown 
Housing Authority, presented the deed to 
Rev. Eugene B. Roberts, chairman of the 
building committee. Others present were 
John Way, executive director of Morristown 
Housing Authority; Rev. John Churchman, 
Rev. Carl Triplette, Mrs. Perry Walker and 
Quentin Lee, associational personnel.

NOT THE RED BARON—Marlon Lastinger, with headphones, seeks study-quiet sur
rounded by his six female family members: Debbie, 13; Marla, 11; Ellen, 6; twins Lisa 
and Lora, 5; and wife Joyce. The head of the household was former associate pastor at 
First Baptist church, Swainsboro, Ga., and held three previous pastorates in Georgia, at 
LaFayette, Barnesville and Griffin.

Negro Pastor Ordained, 
Called By SBC Church

HULBERT, Mich.—For what is believed 
to be the first time in the history of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, a predomi
nately white Southern Baptist church here 
has ordained and called a Negro minister 
as its pastor.

Ray Wolfe, a native of North Carolina 
and former serviceman stationed in Mich
igan, was ordained and called as minister.

W. T. Moore, secretary of interracial 
work for the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan, said he believes this to be the 
only Negro pastor serving an otherwise all- 
white church in the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

In Nashville, the executive secretary of 
the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis
sion, Foy Valentine, said he did not think 
there had ever been such a case in the his
tory of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Wolfe, who served over 20 years in the 
Army and Air Force, retired from military 
duty while stationed at the Kinchloe Air 
Force Base in Michigan’s upper peninsula, 
and decided to make his home here.
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World Baptists Plan Observance 
Of Their International Unity

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Baptist wor
shippers on every continent have been asked 
to observe Feb. 2 as Baptist World Alliance 
Sunday.

Josef Nordenhaug, general secretary of 
the international fellowship of 26 million 
Baptists, said that pastors and other leaders 
will call attention of their people to the 
world-wide nature of their brotherhood and 
pray especially for those who live and work 
in “situations that are hard, hostile, and 
dangerous.”

“The day in which we live is a constant 
and vigorous challenge to the Christian 
church,” declared a “message” signed by 
Alliance officers and proposed for reading 
in the churches.

“We live in a sad, disillusioned and revo
lutionary world torn asunder by its wars, 
confused by its politics, and bitterly preju
diced by its inequalities and injustices. 
Wherever we live we should be concerned 
for the life and welfare of the society in 
which God has placed us. . . .”

The Statement pointed to Baptist World 
Alliance Sunday as a day when “Baptists 
throughout the world recognize their differ
ences, which are various and many, and 
emphasize^ their unity.”

“Our Baptist unity,” it said, “lies not in 
the structure of a world church or an or
ganization which joins together the scattered 
ends of our fellowship. Our unity is basic in 
Jesus Christ. Our unity surmounts our dif
ferences and reaches across the barriers of 
a divided world.”

The Alliance, organized in London in 
1905, is a voluntary and fraternal fellowship 
of national Baptist conventions and unions 
throughout the world. It sponsors a program 
of communications to “help Baptists to 
know each other better,” and encourages 
cooperation in study, mission activities and 
the joint expression of their convictions on 
common interests.

William R. Tolbert, Jr., vice president of 
the Republic of Liberia, was elected presi
dent of the world organization at the Bap
tist World Congress in Miami Beach in 
1965. He will serve until the next congress, 
slated for Tokyo, Japan, July 12-18, 1970.

New Books
Tongues, Healing, and You by Don W. 

Hillis; Baker, $1.00, 63 pp. The author dis
cusses the open-minded examination of the 
tongues movement and the recent claims to 
the gift and power of “healing.”

Preaching from Paul by R. C. H. Lenski; 
Baker, $2.95, 247 pp. A book of sermons, 
sermon outlines and “homiletic hints”.

Dry Bones Can Live Again by Robert E. 
Coleman; Revell, $1.25, paper; $3.50, 
cloth, 127 pp. A study manual on revival 
in the local church.

Swedish Baptist Pastors Favor Merger Talks
ZURICH, Switzerland—Pastors in the 

Baptist Union of Sweden indicated in a 
poll that they are overwhelmingly in favor 
of free church merger. They differ, however, 
on how to bring the merger about.

Of 187 pastors asked their personal 
opinions, 151 favored the merger, while 25 
were opposed and 11 declined to reply. The 
151 pro-merger pastors were then asked 
to indicate more detailed reactions.

More than a third (55) would combine 
some phases of work immediately in readi
ness for a full merger later. Forty-two would 
like more investigation and more informa
tion before further commitment; they favor 
merger in principle. The other 35 are un
conditionally for a merger under whatever 
terms.

In October, leaders of one of the largest 
free church denominations in Sweden pro
posed the merger. They named eight de
nominations which it should include, and 
three of the eight are Baptist groups.

The two largest are the Swedish Mission
ary Union (Congregational), whose general 
secretary and president proposed the mer
ger, and the Pentecostals. Each has about 
90,000 members.

The three Baptist groups are the Bap
tist Union, with 27,000; the Orebro 
Mission, with 19,000, and the Union 
of Free Baptists, with 4000. In all, the 
eight groups have 250,000 to 300,000 
members.
Subsequently, the executive board of the 

Orebro Mission has rejected any merger 
talks. The executive board of the Baptist 
Union polled its pastors in order to sample 
local opinion before the board takes up the 
matter.

Questioned further, the majority (91) of 
the Baptist Union pastors said that the 
union’s membership in the Baptist World 
Alliance should not be a factor in the de
cision of the executive board regarding 
merger conversations. Sixty-eight thought 
BWA ties should be considered in reaching 
a decision, while 28 did not answer.

“Is it possible that one union could have 
some churches in it which practice believers’ 
baptism and others which baptize infants?” 
To this question, 44 pastors thought a union

Every Head Bowed ... by Carl Farrer 
and Fred Bock; Word. The author says if 
anyone reads this book and only smiles or 
laughs, they will have missed the point. 
The book is not meant to be sacrilegious or 
merely humorous, it is intended after the 
smile there will be identification ad affirma
tion, and that God will become worshipped 
in a new way that is more “wholly than 
rite-ous.”

Face of Guilt by Kathy Ecenbarger; Zon- 
dervan, $2.95, 124 pp. A novel for young 
and old.

—apparently the union that would exist 
after such a merger—possible. Fifty-two 
thought the baptism issue made a union 
under such terms impossible, while the 
greatest number (91) left the question un
answered.

The Baptist church in Farsta, 
suburban Stockholm, has adopted a 
resolution asking the Baptist Union 
executive board to consider seriously 
joining a united free church. The 
Farsta church practices associate mem
bership, a rarity among Swedish Bap
tists.
Of its 100 members, about 25 are on as

sociate member status. They hold member
ship in Congregational, Methodist, Pente
costal, or Lutheran churches, but attend the 
Baptist church regularly. The church con
siders itself “an experiment in fellowship.”

One Methodist who is on the Farsta board 
of deacons and is an usher, said he began 
attending the Baptist church because it was 
the only free church nearby. The Methodists 
have no church close to his home.

Officers of the Swedish Baptist Youth 
Union have stated that they favor talks 
about a free church merger. They want the 
denomination generally to “express its wil
lingness to join with all other free church 
denominations.”

But a small district grouping of Baptist 
churches outside Gothenburg, Sweden, finds 
the merger proposal difficult to accept. They 
see problems over the baptism issue. While 
they would cooperate and have good fellow
ship with the other free churches, they feel 
Baptists as a denomination have a special 
role and a distinctive witness to maintain.

(EBPS)

Missionary Is Author
A book, China Pioneer, written by Ten

nessean Dr. J. E. Saunders is being pub
lished by Pan Pacific Centers, Inc. 
Arrangements for the publishing is being 
handled by Miss Mary Lucile Saunders, the 
author’s daughter who is a Baptist mission
ary in the Philippines.

Dr. Saunders, 95, was a native of 
Clarksville. He went to China in 1901 as a 
Southern Baptist missionary. He was founder 
and director-emeritus of the Center which 
aids Asian orphans and foreign students 
until his death Jan. 21. ,

A pre-publication price of $2.00 per copy 
is offered by Pan Pacific Centers, Inc., 881 
Via de la Paz, Pacific Palisades, Calif. 
90272.

I

I

){^enuinn
Box 672 Dept. J5, Muscatine, Iowa
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Baptist Bible Institute 
To Build Student Center

GRACEVILLE—Baptist Bible Institute 
has broken ground, for a new student cen
ter. It will include a kitchen and dining 
room large enough to serve 400. Also there 
will be a student lounge, post office, book 
store, snack shop, and recreation room.

Gaines Hall of Spann and Hall, Dothan, 
Ala., is the architect. Cherokee Construction 
Company, Dothan, is the contractor.

Present with them for the groundbreak
ing were to be three representatives from 
the Institute trustees: Fred Cox, trustees 
chairman, and Ray Markham, chairman of 
the finance committee, both of Jacksonville, 
and Dr. Paul Gray, Graceville, chairman of 
the building committee.

Completing An Era
“When we complete the student center 

we shall have rounded out an era of Bap
tist Bible Institute,” President James E. 
Southerland said. “This completes the 
master plan for major buildings in recent 
years. Beginning with the Robert G. Lee 
Chapel, entered in 1958, the Institute has 
added the Solomon Building, with its mod
ern, air-conditioned classrooms; the Grace
ville (administration) Building; and the 
McMillan Library.

“During 1968 we also completed remodel
ing Ray Hall into a sound-resisting music 
building at a cost of $40,000.”

Annual Associational Evangelism 
Conferences Announced By Dowell

The annual Tennessee Baptist Convention associational Evangelism Conferences will 
be held in February and March, according to F. M. Dowell, Nashville, Evangelism Depart
ment secretary.

Following the pattern of recent years, the conferences will be held during a two-week 
period, with especial emphasis this year upon the Crusade of the Americas.

The 64 associational conferences will be led by local chairmen of evangelism and repre
sentatives of Dowell’s department.

Dates for the crusade in Tennessee Baptist churches are Mar. 16-30 in West Tennessee 
and Apr. 6-10 in Nashville and East Tennessee.

Following is the time and place of the various conferences.

Barksdale Is Elected 
Bethel College President

McKENZIE, Tenn.—Dr. J. A. Barksdale, 
a former Tennessee Commissioner of Edu
cation, was named president of Bethel col
lege, a Cumberland Presbyterian school 
here.

He succeeds Dr. Roy N. Baker who died 
Oct. 29 after heading the liberal arts college 
for 23 years. Bethel is the major under
graduate school operated by the 88,000- 
member denomination.

Dr. Barksdale, 64, has been a professor 
of education at the college which is cur
rently engaged in a $4.5 million expansion 
program. Bethel has slightly less than 1000 
students. (RNS)

Association Date Time Place

Alpha Feb. 17 7:00 p.m. Centerville, First
Beech River Feb. 10 5:00 & 7:00 Calvary, Parsons
Beulah Feb. 10 7:30 Union City, Second
Big Emory Feb. 24 4:00 & 7:00 South Harriman
Big Hatchie . Feb. 4 5:30 Brighton
Bledsoe Feb. 6 6:30 First, Gallatin
Bradley Feb. 24 4:00 & 7:15 Calvary, Cleveland
Campbell Feb. 10 7:00 East LaFollette
Carroll-Benton Feb. 11 7:30 Huntingdon, First
Central Feb. 13 7:00 McMinnville, Mag. Memo.
Chilhowee Feb. 13 7:00 Maryville, First
Clinch
Clinton Feb. 18 7:30 Clinton, Second
Concord Feb. 11 2:30 & 7:00 Murfreesboro, First
Copper Basin Feb. 6 7:00 Turtletown
Crockett
Cumberland Feb. 10 3:00 & 7:00 Pleasant View
Cumberland County Feb. 11 7:00 Oak Hill
Cumberland Gap
Duck River Feb. 11 7:00 Tullahoma,' Lincoln Hgts.
Dyer Feb. 25 4:30 & 7:00 Hillcrest, Dyersburg
East Tennessee Feb. 11 7:30 Newport, Lincoln Ave.
Fayette Feb. 10 7:30 Somerville, First
Gibson Feb. 11 7:00 Trenton, First
Giles Feb. 13 7:00 Elkton
Grainger Feb. 10 4:30 & 7:00 Rutledge, First
Hamilton March 7 7:00 Chattanooga, East Lake
Hardin
Hardeman Feb. 3 4:30 & 7:00 Bolivar, First
Haywood Feb. 13 7:00 Antioch
Hiwassee Feb. 6 7:00 Chapman Grove
Holston Feb. 17 4:00 & 7:00 Temple, Johnson City
Holston Valley Feb. 3 7:00 Rogersville, First
Indian Creek Feb. 17 7:30 Calvary
Jefferson Feb. 4 5:00 Dandridge, First
Judson
Knox Feb. 17 9:00 a.m.

7:15 p.m. Fifth Avenue
Lawrence Feb. 3 5:00 & 7:00 Highland Park
Loudon Feb. 10 4:00 & 7:00 Calvary, Lenoir City
McMinn Feb. 7 7:30 East Athens
McNairy v Feb. 10 7:00 Falcon
Madison-Chester Feb. 4 4:00 Englewood
Maury Feb. 10 7:30 Highland Park
Midland Feb. 14 7:30 Cedar Grove
Mulberry Gap
Nashville Feb. 10 10:30 a.m. Baptist S. S. Board

7:30 p.m. Belmont Heights
New Duck River Feb. 11 7:00 Shelbyville Mills
New River Feb. 25 7:00 Robbins, First
New Salem Feb. 11 6:30 Carthage, First
Nolachucky Feb. 10 10:30 a.m. Cherokee Hills

7:30 p.m. Montvue
Northern
Polk Feb. 6 7:00 Pleasant Grove, Benton
Riverside Feb. 11 7:00 Allons
Robertson Feb. 3 7:30 a.m.

6:30 p.m. Springfield Baptist
Salem Feb. 13 7:00 Smithville, First
Sequatchie Valley Feb. 14 5:00 First, South Pittsburg
Sevier Feb. 3 5:00 & 7:30 First, Sevierville
Shelby Feb. 17 5:00 & 7:00 Bellevue
Stewart Feb. 4 First, Dover
Stone Feb. 6 7:00 Eastwood
Sweetwater Feb. 10 7:30 Madisonville, First
Tennessee Valley Feb. 13 5:00 Dayton, First
Truett Feb. 14 6:00 Wallace Restaurant

7:30 Trace Creek
Union Feb. 10 5:00 & 7:00 Doyle, First
Watauga Feb. 18 Calvary, Elizabethton
Weakley Feb. 10 7:00 Dresden, First
Western District Feb. 10 4:00 & 7:00 Paris, Temple
William Carey Feb. 10 7:00 Prospect
Wilson Feb. 10 4:00 & 7:30 Hillcrest, Lebanon
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Sunday School

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

• c

Burcham

By Wendell Price
This is the last year the present set of 

VBS textbooks will be used. Every depart
ment will use book A this year.

Three state VBS Con
ferences are planned to 
bring new information, 
fresh challenges, a shar
ing of ideas, deep search 
for the best way, ex
changes of how-we-did-it, 
and preparation for 
1970. These Conferences 
will be held as follows: 
Belmont Heights church, 
Nashville, Feb. 24-25; 
Broadway church, Knox
ville, Mar. 3-4; and West

Jackson church, Jackson, 
Mar. 6-7.

The first day’s session 
of each Conference be
gins at 1:00 A.M., 
with supper at the church 
at 5:30 P.M. and dismis
sal at 9:00 P.M. The 
second day begins at 
8:30 A.M. with lunch at 
the church and closes at 
1:00 P.M.

State personnel seeks 
to train one team from 
each association. This team is to conduct 
training sessions in its association for the 
VBS workers in the churches. Since we 
learn by doing, since books and materials 
change, since workers need fresh motiva
tion, since new workers have answered 
God’s call, it is relevant to' have new Con
ferences every year especially adapted for 
that year.

The state faculty for the Nashville Con
ference include: Mrs. S. G. Wyatt, Sr., 
Nursery; Miss Helen Young, Beginner; Leon

Barry Howse

Castle, Primary; Mrs. Mrs. Chester Vaughn, 
Junior; Mrs. Marvin Prude, Intermediate; 
Dr. James Barry and Wendell Price as gen
eral officers.

The faculty for the Knoxville and Jack- 
son Conferences are: Mrs. W. L. Howse, 
Sr., Nursery; Mrs. N. A. Hood, Beginner; 
Mrs. Bob Taylor, Primary; Miss Beverly 
Dietzschold, Junior; Mancil Ezell, Inter

Rai lies, Retreat Attract 
Baptists In South Brazil

More than 1200 persons attended a series 
of rallies in the state of Santa Catarina, in 
South Brazil, in preparation for the Crusade 
of the Americas evangelistic campaign, re
ports Rev. Harold E. Renfrow, Southern 
Baptist missionary.

Meetings were conducted in four areas of 
the state under the leadership of Missionary 
William L. Morgan, secretary of evangelism 
for the Baptist convention of the state of 
Santa Catarina. All but one of the 22 Bap
tist churches in the state, with a combined 
membership of about 1100, were represented 
at the rallies. A special service was planned 
for the community of the church not repre
sented.

Renfrow spoke at each of the four meet
ings and presented plans and materials for 
the hemisphere-wide evangelistic thrust 
which climaxes this year.

“Notable outcomes of this effort included 
conversions and rededications at every serv
ice and the return of many persons who 
had been excluded from the churches,” Ren- 
from reports. “The spirit of the crusade 
is strong in this state.”

Pioneer Missions Study 
Is Slated at Southern

A Pioneer Missions Colloquium, spon
sored by the Department of Pioneer Mis
sions, Home Misison Board, Atlanta, Ga., 
M. Wendell Belew, secretary, will be held 
Feb. 3-7 at the Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky.

The sessions will begin with registration at 
10 a.m. on Monday and will conclude Fri
day morning, and will include addresses, 
open discussion and study groups. These 
will deal with: “Confronting Urban Prob
lems”; “Witness to the Academic Commu
nity”; “Relationships” (denominational, 
interdenominational and community); 
“Training Lay Leaders for Missions”; “Fel
lowships”; “Administrative Problems”; 
“Evangelism and Church Growth”; “Wit
ness Through Music and Drama”; “Christian 
Social Ministries” and “Language Minis
tries.” 

mediate; Arthur Burcham, Dr. James 
Barry and Wendell Price as general officers.

The VBS leader in each association and/ 
or the missionary usually do a fine job of 
team enlistment. The age group workers 
on the team are far better equipped to do 
better VBS work if they teach that same age 
group in Sunday School. Our aim is to help 
each other to do “better VBS work.”

WCC Allocates $500,000 
For Nigeria and Biafra

GENEVA—-The World Council of 
Churches has approved allocations of 
$250,000 each to an airlift into Biafra and 
to an agency carrying on relief work in 
federally-controlled Nigeria.

The recipients were Nordchurchaid, a 
consortium of Churches operating flights 
into the secessionist Republic of Biafra 
from the Portuguese island of Sao Tome, 
and the Christian Council of Nigeria.

The grant to Nordchurchaid represents 
a temporary shift of policy for the WCC’s 
relief efforts in the war-torn African land. 
It followed suspension by the government 
of Equatorial Guinea of mercy flights by 
the International Committee of the Red 
Cross from the island of Fernando Po to 
Biafra. (RNS)

Death 'With Dignity' Theme 
Of Methodist Speakers

NEW ORLEANS—A bishop and a phy
sician agreed here that a hopelessly ill per
son should be allowed to “die with dignity.”

United Methodist Bishop Roy Nichols 
of Pittsburgh and Dr. Edward Rynearson, 
emeritus-consultant at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn, addressed the annual con
vention of the National Association of 
Methodist Hospitals and Homes.

Dr. Rynearson termed “nonsense” many 
of the measures used to keep people alive in 
a “vegetable” condition, saying he had 
“physically prevented what I knew in my 
heart was a lot of nonsense.”

Bishop Nichols agreed, adding that “phys
ical well-being is only one constituent of 
the good life.” He called for renewed at
tempts to reconcile the “estranged partners” 
of medicine and theology.

Membership Increases 
For American Baptists

VALLEY FORGE, Pa.—Membership in 
6006 churches affiliated with the American 
Baptist Convention increased to 1,474,181 
at the end of 1967—an increase of 17,656, 
the denomination’s national office reported.

The 6,006 congregations, the tabulation 
showed, were served by 5,402 pastors.

The 1967 analysis also included informa
tion on the role persons of minority races 
and cultures play in the denomination. Dr. 
Pearl Rosser, executive director of the Con
vention’s division of program planning, said 
that 1352 churches received as members 
persons of various racial backgrounds; 812 
churches elected persons of minority racial 
or cultural groups to church offices, and 318 
increased the proportion of members from 
other than the dominant racial group in the 
community. (RNS)
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Way Opened For Relief 
To Starving Nigerians

The way has been opened for Southern 
Baptists to begin an effective relief program 
for the starving people of a large area of 
southeastern Nigeria formerly under con
trol of Biafran forces, according to Dr. 
H. Cornell Goerner, Foreign Mission Board 
secretary for Africa.

This territory, now firmly held by federal 
Nigerian troops, is still under military oc
cupation, but is being opened for relief 
forces to enter and begin the process of 
rebuilding, Dr. Goerner said. People who 
fled for their lives during the fighting are 
now gradually returning to their homes, 
seeking to begin again, he added.

“The first task of our missionaries, as 
they move into this distressed region, will 
be to feed the hungry,” Dr. Goerner empha
sized. “Later will come the task of rebuild
ing damaged churches, schools, and homes.”

Many Southern Baptists, he said, 
have sent in gifts designated for Biafran 
relief, specifying that the money be used 
to get food and supplies to the starving 
children whose plight has been reported 
so poignantly in the secular press. “This 
need continues,” he said, “and food is 
being sent through the limited channels 
which are available.”
Dr. Goerner also noted, however, that the 

way is now open to send relief through ave
nues which have the full approval of the 
Nigerian government and which will reach 
an even wider area, involving many of the 
people who were formerly under Biafran 
control.

“In many cases,” he said, “the relief funds 
sent in this way will be personally admin
istered by Southern Baptist missionaries, 
who are thoroughly familiar with the area 
and who will administer relief in the name 
of Christ.

“We anticipate that a massive program of 
rehabilitation will be required. Funds sent 
for relief work will, unless specifically des
ignated by the donor, be used to meet 
human need without regard to the political 
or religious affiliation of the people in
volved.”

Missionary Edgar H. Burks, Jr., ex
ecutive secretary of the Baptist Mission 
of Nigeria, recently visited the Port 
Harcourt-Joinkrama area, which has 
been returned to Nigerian control. He 
described the situation there: “There are 
no crops, no fowl, no sheep or goats. 
All of these were taken by soldiers. The 
rivers are full of fish, but the nets and 
other fishing equipment were destroyed 
by armies. There has been no medical 
attention since the Baptist hospital at 
Joinkrama closed.”
Another missionary who personally in

spected the stricken area, Rev. Urban L. 
Green, said his latest trip to Joinkrama 

showed that the situation there is becoming 
more desperate and many of the people 
are dying.

Already about $20,000 made available 
through the Foreign Mission Board has 
been spent in the Port Harcourt-Joinkrama 
sector, Green reported. “We are soon going 
to be faced with the problem of massive 
aid in these areas,” he said.

Writing to Dr. Goerner concerning the 
needs, Dr. Burks urged: “Please present this 
great need which is now beginning to open 
to us. We have been persuaded that our 
Baptist people at home have just been wait
ing for the chance. The opportunity is 
here. We trust you and the Board will do 
whatever needs to be done to help us in 
this overwhelming task.”

Dr. Goerner said relief work in the area 
will be centered in Port Harcourt, a seacoast 
city of some 180,000 people. Mr. and Mrs. 
Green and another missionary, Miss Emo
gene Harris, will be stationed there in con
nection with the program. “They will work 
out from there into nearby towns and vil
lages, going as far as Joinkrama,” Dr. 
Goerner explained.

Judge Clears Way For Sale 
Of SBC Organization Site

AUGUSTA, Ga.—An Augusta superior 
court judge has lifted a temporary court 
order restraining the city’s First Baptist 
church from selling its downtown property 
—the site of the organization of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Judge William M. Fleming had issued a 
temporary restraining order Dec. 6, 1968, 
after 14 individuals filed suit to block the 
church’s plan to move to a 32-acre site 
already purchased on Walton Way.

A majority of the membership voted in 
May to purchase the Walton Way property, 
clearing the way for sale of the downtown 
site.

But, the 14 persons protested, saying the 
downtown site should be saved for historic 
purposes. The Southern Baptist Convention 
was organized at the Augusta church in 
1854, but the building in which the SBC 
was formed was replaced by the present 
building in 1902.

Church officers announced last May that 
appropriate historical markers will be 
placed on the present site after the move is 
made.

Judge Fleming’s brief order of last week 
gave no explanation for his lifting of the 
restraining order.

George Linney, church moderator, said: 
“We are gratified over the court’s decision 
upholding the cherished Baptist principle of 
majority rule in the local church.” (BP)

Leonard Holloway Resigns 
To Return To Butt Foundation

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex.—Leonard L. 
Holloway, president of the University of 
Corpus Christi for the past five months, has 
resigned to become associated with Howard 
E. Butt, Jr., in Christian renewal research 
and programs.

As assistant to Butt, Holloway will work 
with Christian Men, Inc., Laity Lodge and 
the H. E. Butt Foundation, helping with 
conducting pastoral leadership institutes, 
and doing research on an American adapta
tion of Kirchentag, a German lay-witnessing 
celebration which played a large part in 
post-World War II church renewal in 
Germany.

The chairman of the board of trustees 
for University of Corpus Christi, Othal 
Brand, said no decision has been made on 
Holloway’s successor. His resignation was 
effective immediately.

The vice president of the college, Kenneth 
A. Moroney, will act as president for the 
present, and there will be no interruption 
in the activity of the college program, Brand 
said.

Maroney said the program will continue 
“as currently projected by Mr. Holloway in 
all phases and aspects.”

Before coming to the University of 
Corpus Christi, Holloway had been president 
of Mary Hardin-Baylor college, another 
Baptist school in Belton, Tex. Previously 
he had served in numerous denominational 
capacities, including assistant to the presi
dent at both Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, and New Orleans Bap
tist Theological seminary, New Orleans, and 
as public relations director for the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas.

Magazine Says 5000 Priests 
Leave Ministry Annually

NEW YORK—More than 5000 Roman 
Catholic priests throughout the world are 
leaving the active ministry each year, the 
national Sunday supplement magazine, 
Parade, estimated in an article published 
here.

The article, by Will Oursler, focused on 
Bearings for Reestablishment, an organiza
tion which helps former priests and nuns 
who leave the religious life to find a place 
for themselves in the secular world. Bear
ings is currently aiding 200 to 300 men and 
women per month. Mr. Oursler said.

Besides having offices or referral stations 
in many American cities, Oursler reported, 
Bearings is planning “to open international 
branches, the first possibly in Milan, Italy.” 
(RNS)
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Sunday School Lesson For Feb. 2, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

CHRIST'S MISSION IN THE WORLD

Basic Passages: Matthew 1:21; Mark 2:14-17; 8:29-31; 10:42-45; Luke 19:1-10; 
John 12:20-33

Focal Passages: Matthew 1:21; Mark 10:42-45; Luke 19:1-10

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

It was Christ’s mission in the world to 
save and to serve. This includes the whole 
man and his complete relationship.

The human race had drifted from God 
when Jesus came. The chasm between God 
and man was deep and wide. The separa
tion was serious and sad. The fall had come 
to be not only a calamity but a catastrophe.

The status of man was not only grave but 
his nature was depraved. Man was totally 
incapacitated to save himself. His situation 
was so complicated that he could not be 
extricated by his own efforts. He was caught 
in a maze of inertia created by his own 
transgressions.

Christ came to deliver lost man and 
liberate him from this predicament. Being 
out of line mentally, physically and 
spiritually Jesus came to redeem the com
plete personality. He came to make man 
whole again.

The Lord came into human flesh without 
being contaminated by its frailties. He came 
to be a perfect man that He might be the 
savior of imperfect man. The one who 
knew no sin came to be sin for us that we 
might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.

The world was self-centered. It wanted 
to be served at every turn. It measured its 
greatness by its servants. He came not to 
be ministered unto but to minister. He 
came to set up a new standard of great
ness—the largest number served.

HIS MISSION TO SAVE FROM SIN 
Matthew 1:21

Joseph was assured by the Lord in a 
dream that Mary was with a child conceived 
by the Holy Spirit and that she would bring 
forth a son who would be called Jesus for 
He would save His people from their sins. 
Joseph is informed also that this had been 
prophesied by Isaiah concerning a virgin 
born child who would be Emmanuel or 
“God with us.” This clarified matters for 
Joseph and gave him reassurance.

Jesus in Greek or Joshua in Hebrew 
means one who leads out or a deliverer. He 
will deliver God’s chosen people from their 
sins and all others who would come to Him. 
He would be God’s presence in their midst 
to achieve this holy purpose.

This is an indispensable mission. Both 
Israel and all mankind had come to a 
desperate plight. There was a surface 
peace or lull among the nations due to the 
mighty power of Rome. However, the 
fountain of satisfaction had run dry. There 
was an empty shell where life should be. 
There was general, personal frustration. 
Much of the world was staggering under im
possible burdens. Religion had become 
irrelevant or stale. An awful sense of guilt 
tortured so many. Along came this strange 
Galilean like a fresh fountain to parching 
thirst or like a star of hope in a midnight of 
despair.

HE CAME TO EXEMPLIFY A NEW CON
CEPT OF GREATNESS
Mark 10:42-45

In that day the summum bonum or 
highest good of existence was to secure a 
position of prominence and dominance. The 
more people a man had under his thumb of 
authority the greater he was considered to 
be. Jesus let his disciples know that this 
was not to be true among them.

The more people a man could bless and 
serve the greater he would be in the 
kingdom of God. The''extent of beneficial 
contacts a man could achieve the higher he 
would stand in the sight of God and the 
more he should be esteemed in the eyes of 
the disciples.

Christ came not to be served but to serve 
and give His life a ransom for many. The 
word “ransom” carries the idea of pur
chasing a slave’s freedom. Christ gave His 
life to liberate personalities shackled by sin.

JESUS CAME TO SEEK AND SAVE 
Luke 19:1-10

Jericho was an ideal place for a tax 
gatherer. Here lived Zacchaeus who had 
been most successful in this respect. This 
gave him a bad name among the people.

He was very curious to see Jesus. He 
was too short to see Him in the crowd so 
he climbed into a tree. Jesus noticed him 
and asked him to come down for He 
planned to visit his home. Zacchaeus came 
down immediately and gave him a hearty 
welcome.

Evidently Jesus witnessed to him rather 
searchingly and persuasively. Zacchaeus

Youth's Obsession With Love 
Laid To Mixed-Up Mothers

“While Momism may have been the 
curse of yesteryear, many current-day diffi
culties are due to the opposite extreme,” in 
the opinion of psychiatrist Theodore Isaac 
Rubin.

A society that places little value on child
raising as a creative contribution has pro
duced many mothers whose personal con
flicts over their role have interfered with 
their ability to give children “enough un
complicated fundamental love,” Dr. Rubin 
suggests in McCall’s.

Feeling that their career potential is un
tested and their individual identity un
plumbed, many women strug ’e with sub
terranean resentments against t’e small 
creatures who seem to stand in t.ij way of 
their self-discovery, it was pointed out.

Though these conflicted mothers are 
much concerned with doing and saying the 
right thing, often they are unable to convey 
the old fashioned mother-love children need 
to feel, observed the psychiatrist.

“And without a great deal of love and 
feeling, people grow up with extraordinary 
yearnings and problems—many of them in
fantile. I feel, for example, that many so- 
called love children are obsessed with love 
to compensate for a lack of love at home.” 

announced that he was going to give half of 
his possessions to the poor, and if he had 
defrauded anyone he would repay him 
fourfold. This must have embarrassed his 
critics who were grumbling about Jesus go
ing into his home.

Jesus announced to him the good news 
that salvation had come to his house that 
day. Jesus justified what seemed to be 
strange behavior toward a lost descendant 
of Abraham saying, “For the Son of man 
came to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” To find and redeem men from their 
lostness was His mission.
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Historically:
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
The Mid-Winter Conference of the 

Southern Baptist Association, Dr. 
Rufus W. Weaver, Macon, Ga., presi
dent, held its seventh annual meeting 
at the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville. The Education Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
held a session in connection with the 
meeting as they met under the sub
ject, “The Five-Year Educational 
Program of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.” The convention proposed to 
raise $15,000,000 in the next five 
years for Southern Baptist schools and 
to secure 30,000 students in our col
leges.

20 YEARS AGO
“The progress of Southern Baptist 

churches was revealed in 1948 data 
released this week by the Department 
of Survey, Statistics and Information. 
The 1948 record shows that member
ship in the 26,823 churches now totals 
6,491,981, a gain of 221,162 over 
1947. . . . Southern Baptist churches 
reported 312,246 baptisms in 1948, 
the largest ever reported in one year. 
. . . Sunday School enrolment gained 
more than 300,000 for the first time 
in a year, with the present total at 
4,308,374. . . . Training Union enrol
ment is 1,078,828, Woman’s Mission
ary Union 856,057 and Brotherhood 
109,091, all new highs.”

£ 10 YEARS AGO
“Tennessee Baptists now number 

729,338, a gain of 22,830 during the 
year . . . baptisms totaled 30,895, a 
gain of 851 over the previous year . . . 
total mission gifts were $4,683,537 
. . . total Cooperative Program gifts 
were $2,909,334, a gain of $137,039 
over 1957. . . . Sunday School enrol
ment was up 4958, for a total of 
532,048 for the past year, Training 
Union was up 7239, for a total of 
180,979, Woman’s Missionary Union 
enrolment gained 5238 for a total of 
90,216 and Brotherhood was up 2897 
for a total of 23,125 during the past 
year. Value of church property 
showed an increase during the year 
of $12,631,204 for a total of $133,- 
621,369.”

From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

The fifteenth annual workshop of the 
Baptist Public Relations Association was 
held at Gatlinburg, Jan. 15-17. The mem

Dr. Kendall

bership of the Associ
ation is made up of those 
who have responsibilities 
in the field of public rela
tions in both the state 
and Southern Baptist 
Conventions. The pro
gram is designed to deal 
with problems and with 
working programs in the 
field. They also seek to 
study the current reli
gious scene and to find 
ways to meet the prob

lems and issues involved.
The theme this year was, “Communicat

ing in an Age of Crisis”. Four crises were 
chosen for study. They were extremism, 
race, poverty, and the campus. Speakers 
were chosen who were authorities in their 
fields. They had made good preparation and 
made a real contribution in understanding 
the causes of the crises and some possible 
solutions.

Another address was concerned with the 
future of communication. It was given by 
Jim Newton on the subject, “What’s Ahead 
in Communications?” He presented some of 
the almost fantastic changes which are antic
ipated in the years immediately ahead. He 
discussed what the computer is contributing 
to the whole field of communication. Prob
lems of keeping up with these rapid and 
radical changes were discussed with the 
warning that to neglect them would to be 
left behind in communicating with this 
rapidly changing world.

During the final session, a panel, made up 
of most of the speakers, faced many ques
tions which were raised concerning the crises 
which had been discussed. One question 
which was raised was, “Is there hope or do 
we face utter despair?” The answer was 
that there is cause for fear but there is also 
hope. The hope is to be found in the fact 
that God is still working in the world. Our 
response to His will is the real answer. We 
must face the root causes and try to meet 
them. One wanted to ask, “Where is the 
God of Elijah?” and where is the faith of 
Elijah?

It is always difficult to refrain from 
majoring on the negative side by listing all 
of the problems and advancing all of the 
criticisms of the churches and the denomina
tion without looking at both sides. We need 
to face our sins and our failures but we must 
not create the impression that the churches 
and the denomination have not done any
thing that was good or honest.

We need to be careful in our analysis and 
see what is good that is being done and what

Americans United Challenges 
Church Commercial
Tax Exemption

NEW YORK CITY—Tax exemption for 
the “unrelated” commercial businesses of 
churches is the object of a lawsuit filed by 
Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State. Americans United is the principal 
plaintiff, along with Glenn L. Archer, the 
organization’s executive director, C. Stanley 
Lowell, associate director, and C. David 
Young, the organization’s regional director 
in New York City. The suit seeks to require 
the Director of Internal Revenue to collect 
taxes from the Stratford Retreat House, a 
church which owns and operates a number 
of commercial enterprises.

The complaint charges that under Section 
511 of the Internal Revenue Code there is 
granted to a variety of unrelated businesses 
owned by the Stratford Retreat House and 
other churches, “an exemption from federal 
income tax which is granted to no other 
federal income taxpayer, individual or cor
porate. . . .”

It is further stated that the sales volume 
of the various divisions of the church known 
as Stratford Retreat House “runs between 
$15,000,000 and $20,000,000 annually and 
that the tax avoided by this unconstitutional 
exemption . . . greatly exceeds $10,000 an
nually.”

The plaintiffs allege that as a result of 
such exemptions made to churches, the 
plaintiffs and others “have property taken 
from them other than by due process of 
law, in violation of the Fifth Amendment 
. . . and are thereby denied equal protection 
of the law, in violation of the Ninth Amend
ment.”

Such an act of favoritism it was said, also 
violates the First Amendment, which pro
vides that “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

Commercial businesses said to be owned 
by Stratford Retreat House include whole
sale industrial hardware, retail light bulbs, 
and ship repairs. The businesses were ac
quired from Brighter Homes Corporation, 
Montclair, N.J.; U. S. Distributors, Inc., 
Shelby, N.C.; Pierside Repairs, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; and inventory and some machinery 
of Brach Mfg. Division of General Bronze 
Corp., Woodbury, N.Y. (C/SNS) 

has been done that is right. We have prob
lems of tremendous magnitude. We need to 
encourage those who have been working 
nobly in the right direction and seek to find 
solutions that are real and permanent. We 
need a new age of great faith in God and 
great prayer for divine guidance.

Thursday, January 30, 1969 Page 15



Douglas Hudgins Elected 
Executive Secretary of 
Mississippi Baptist Convention

JACKSON, Miss.—W. Douglas Hudgins, 
pastor of the First Baptist church here for 
the past 23 years, has been elected as the 
new executive secretary of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board.

Although Hudgins did not immediately 
announce his decision, he talked to the dea
cons of his church immediately after the 
election, and announced he would disclose 
his decision the following Sunday, Jan. 26.

If he accepts the position, he will 
succeed the late Chester L. Quarles, 
who died in Cusco, Peru, July 6, 1968, 
while visiting mission points en route 
to the Pan American Baptist Laymen’s 
Evangelism Congress in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.

Hudgins, 63, was elected by the 100-mem- 
ber board following unanimous recommen
dation by a nominating committee headed 
by Robert L. Hamblin of Tupelo, Miss.

At the time of his election, Hudgins was 
serving as chairman of the nine-man Execu
tive Committee of the board, and as interim 
executive secretary. The committee assumed 
the duties of the executive secretary immedi
ately after Quarles’ death in July.

A former president of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, Hudgins also served as 
the chairman of the SBC Executive Com
mittee. He preached the annual convention 
sermon at the meeting of the SBC in Hous
ton, June 4, 1968. Several years ago he 
was vice president of the SBC.

A native of Estill Springs, Tenn., 
Hudgins is a graduate of Carson-New
man college, Jefferson City, Tenn., and 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville. Mississippi College (Baptist) 
in nearby Clinton, Miss., awarded him 
the doctor of divinity degree in 1949.

4

Baptists, Methodists Form Social Concern Committee

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.—A Baptist- 
Methodist joint committee on social con
cern and public affairs has been organized 
here by representatives of four different 
state-wide denominational bodies including 
nearly 70 per cent of all church members 
in North Carolina.

The organization was created to jointly 
deal with five different issues coming before 
the state legislature in Raleigh, all involving 
moral issues.

The five areas are liquor-by-the-drink, 
implied consent laws for motorists suspected 
as drinking drivers, chaplains for juvenile 
correctional institutions, capital punishment, 
and an increase in the legal interest rates 
for churches.

Baptist and Methodist bodies involved in 
the committee organization were the Bap
tist State Convention of North Carolina, 
the General (Negro) Baptist Convention, 
and two United Methodist groups—the 
Western North Carolina and the North 
Carolina (Eastern) Conferences. Combined 
membership of the four groups is 1.8 
million.

The organization followed by one 
month a joint statement by Baptist and 
Methodist leaders opposing liquor-by- 
the-drink legalization, which is likely 
to be a hot issue in the state in 1969.
Baptist-Methodist cooperation in the 

fight was suggested originally by James 
Stokes, editor of the North Carolina 
Christian Advocate, and endorsed editorially 
by the Biblical Recorder, state Baptist paper 
edited by J. Marse Grant.

Named chairman of the committee was 
Arthur Phillips, a Methodist minister in 
Raleigh, who also is chairman of the Board 
of Christian Social Concerns, North Caro
lina Methodist Conference. Secretary for 
the committee is Grant, the Baptist editor.

Since Baptists and Methodist leaders 
issued the joint statement opposing liquor- 
by-the drink legislation, some political ob
servers in Raleigh are predicting the chances 
for the bill is much slimmer.

Under present laws, liquor in North 
Carolina is sold only in state-operated

He came to the pastorate of First Baptist 
church, Jackson, in 1946 from the pastorate 
of First Baptist church, Houston. Previously 
he was pastor of Broadway Baptist church, 
Fort Worth.

Mrs. Hudgins is the former Blanche Jones 
of Knoxville, Tenn. They have three sons: 
R. Douglas Hudgins of Jackson, Miss.; W. 
Robert Hudgins of Memphis; and James J. 
Hudgins of St. Louis; and five grandchil
dren. (BP)

ABC stores, with profits divided equally 
between the state and local govern
ment units. Opponents of the proposed 
legislation say the new bill would in
ject private profit into the system for 
the first time.

At the organizational meeting here, the 
denominational leaders said they envisioned 
future joint sessions of the Methodist Board 
of Christian Social Concern and the Baptist 
Council on Christian Life and Public 
Affairs.

Each of the groups would formulate 
statements on the five issues of legislation, 
and an editing committee would prepare a 
version for release to members of the 
General Assembly and news media.

Other members of the group’s executive 
committee selected here are Methodist 
Bishops Earl G. Hunt, Jr., of Charlotte, 
N.C., and William Cannon of Raleigh; W. 
Perry Crouch, general secretary of the Bap
tist State Convention of North Carolina; 
O. L. Sherrill of Raleigh, executive secre
tary of the Baptist General Convention; 
Orion Hutchinson of Winston-Salem, chair
man of the Western North Carolina 
Methodist Board of Christian Social Con
cerns; Editor Stokes; and the chairman of 
the Baptist State Convention’s newly-created 
Council on Christian Life and Public Affairs 
who will be named soon. (BP)

Home Board Raises 
Church Loan Limits

ATLANTA—Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board directors here have raised 
the church loans fund ceiling from $75,000 
to $100,000, effective Jam 1, 1969.

At the same time, the directors approved 
raising of the site loan limit from $30,000 
to $40,000.

“Our primary concern in raising the loan 
limits is assistance to the churches who 
have experienced gratifying growth and 
need to build additional units,” said Church 
Loans Director Robert H. Kilgore.

This action was possible because of addi
tional funds made available by June 1967 
action of Southern Baptist Convention, 
which gave the division the authority to 
borrow funds with its liability limited.

Another factor is the enlarged staff 
which the directors have authorized for 
church loans division, Kilgore said. The 
division now has eight men devoted ex
clusively to counseling with churches about 
their building of loan needs. (BP)
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