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Pulpit To Pew
By Jim Griffith

In the area of soul-winning and 
conversion, it should be pointed out 
that the biggest test to find out wheth
er it has happened to you is this: Are 
you trying to make it happen to oth
ers?

And this can be done in so many 
effective ways. 1 recall hearing of a 
clothing store salesman who, when he 
sold a necktie, would always say, 
“Well, I guess you will be wearing that 
pretty tie to church next Sunday.”

“No, as a matter of fact,”—the an
swer might be—“I’m not a member 
of any church.” And that was his 
opening—The salesman would then 
begin his witness.

This is where our great need is: To 
seize every opportunity to witness. If 
you spill a tiny drop of honey and an 
ant finds it, he will not stuff himself. 
He will rush to find as many other ants 
as he can and lead them to the sweet
ness.

So may we lead others to the sweet
ness of salvation.
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interpretation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

The Time of the Gentiles
“And Jerusalem shall be trodden down 

of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen
tiles be fulfilled”—Luke 21:24.

The meaning of this passage has been 
the subject of much debate. Some see it to 
point to a time when the Jews will be saved 
and Jerusalem will become the earthly capi
tal of the kingdom of God.

Plummer lists two probable meanings. (1) 
The season for the carrying out by Gentile 
nations of divine judgment upon the Jews. 
(2) The Gentiles’ possessing the same privi
leges which the Jews had forfeited. Robert
son says, “What this means is not clear 
except that Paul in Romans 11:25 shows 
that the punishment of the Jews has a limit.” 
Bruce is inclined to regard Jesus’ words as 
referring to the Gentile day of grace. They 
were to have theirs as the Jews had had 
theirs. This agrees with Plummer’s second 
suggestion. This writer is inclined to agree 
with this position.

However, “until” hardly refers to the 
time when Jerusalem will become the earth
ly capital city of the kingdom of God. Such 
an idea is subject to serious question.

In Romans 9-11 Paul distinguishes be
tween national Israel and the spiritual or 
true Israel. The true Israel has always been 
a remnant within national Israel. It is 
through this remnant that God’s redemptive 
purpose runs. Peter sees this true priest
people as the Christian body composed of 
redeemed Jews and Gentiles (I Pet. 2:4-10).

Apparently the “until” points to that time 
when, somehow in God’s economy, great 
numbers of Jews will receive Christ as their 
Messiah and Saviour. Even so, this turning 
will not be on a national basis. It will be an 
individual experience. Jews, like Gentiles, 
will be saved by grace through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 15:11).

Military Distribution Up, 
Bible Society Reports

NEW. YORK—The American Bible 
Society reported that demands for Scrip
tures in the U.S. are the highest since 1945.

Dr. James Z. Nettinga, executive secre
tary for national distribution, said that more 
than 2 million copies of the Bible, or parts 
of it, have been distributed by mid
December through military chaplains.

He compared the distribution with the 
1,190,839 Scriptures in all of 1967.

Nettinga also reported that the ABS 
board of managers has authorized a budget 
supplement of $70,000 to help meet 
“emergency requests” from military chap
lains at home and abroad. (RNS)

Devotional

"I WILL PAY THAT I 
HAVE VOWED"

By Courtney Wilson, Pastor 
First Baptist, Hendersonville

“I will pay that I have vowed”. (Jonah 
2:9) These are the words of Jonah, a way
ward neglectful preacher of God. I suspect 
they have been words on the lips of most 
of us sometime or the other.

Jonah’s story begins with God’s call. The 
word of the Lord came to Jonah. Have you 
paused lately to be grateful that the word 
of the Lord comes to you ... to correct, to 
guide and to express his concern for you? 
Jonah, like many of us wasn’t too wise at 
this point and tried to run from God. In 
this he has lots of company. Let us learn 
a lesson—that a man can’t escape God. 
God calls each man to account.

Jonah, thrown into the sea by supersti
tious sailors is swallowed by the great fish 
and instead of death is given another chance. 
With the belly of a fish for his pulpit, en
tangled in seaweed, Jonah cries out “I will 
pay that I have vowed”. From the depths 
of the sea, God hears his child and gives 
Jonah another chance to carry out his mis
sion.

Most of us have made vows. It might 
have been in our church, from a sick bed, 
or a foxhole in some far away place, or, by 
the open grave of a precious loved one, but 
we have made vows. God expects us to 
keep them. Our own better self expects and 
desires that we keep them. Life will be 
better and real fulfillment ours when we 
make Jonah’s prayer our prayer. Let’s not 
wait until we find ourself in some hopeless 
predicament caused by our rebellion toward 
God. Let us each one now take the sensible 
way and walk with God, for this is the way 
of happiness.

Harold Beard To Assist 
In Campus Evangelism

NASHVILLE—Harold Beard, director of 
student work at the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, will assist as a consultant on an 
occasional basis in campus evangelism, 
student department, Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, here.

“This step is being taken to accomplish 
our goals in campus evangelism during this 
crucial year of Crusade of the Americas 
emphasis, and at a time when, due to the 
national study of student work, we are 
operating without a full staff,” W. O. 
Thomason, acting department secretary 
said.
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(One in a series)

WHO IS THE GOOD CHRISTIAN?
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

It is unfortunate that we feel that it is 
necessary to insert “good” or “real” as a 
prefix to Christian. It should be sufficient for 
one simply to be known as a Christian, but 
it is not. There are entirely too many “Chris
tians” who are merely nominal Christians.

Many answers are given to the question, 
“Who is the good Christian?” The following 
are the major ones.

Some suggest that the good Christian is 
one who does not smoke, drink, dance, etc. 
This is the negative test of the Christian 
life. This emphasis is particularly prevalent 
among sectarian groups such as the Pente
costals and among those with a considerable 
sectarian tinge such as Baptists.

Others would say that the good Chris
tian is one who is faithful to the formal 
requirements of his faith. He attends the 
services of his church regularly, he supports 
its program with at least a tithe of his in
come.

Still others contend that the supreme test 
of whether or not one is a real or good 
Christian is his activity in the work of the 
church. The good Christian is one who 
teaches a Sunday school class, works with 
a youth program, or ministers in and 
through a mission.

A few people judge the Christian more 
by his active participation in the life of the 
community. He may or may not be active 
in the work of his church, but if he provides 
leadership for worthy causes in his com
munity he is considered a good Christian.

All of the preceding may and should 
characterize to varying degrees the good 
Christian. However, no one of them is the 
supreme test of a good Christian. For ex
ample, one may not .......... , ........... , and
....... , yet he may not be a good Christian. 
He may be faithful to the formal require
ments of his faith, may be active in the 
work of God and in the life of the commu
nity, and yet not be a good Christian. Really, 
some people may make one of these “tests” 
a substitute for real Christian living.

For one to comprehend what it means to 
be a real Christian he needs to understand 
the nature of the initial Christian experi
ence. When we became children of God we 
were brought into a vital life-changing union 
with the resurrected Christ. We were made 
“new creatures” in Christ Jesus.

To be a real Christian means to let 
that which was a potentiality in the ini
tial experience become a living, dy
namic reality in our lives. Another way

of expressing the same concept is to say 
that the real Christian is one who lets 
the resurrected Christ live in him and 
express himself through him. In other 
words, we are real Christians to the 
degree that we are Christlike.
The preceding means that the supreme 

test of the Christian life is positive rather 
than negative; vital rather than formal. 
Basically the Christian life is a relationship, 
a relationship so deep and meaningful that 
all of one’s life is influenced by it.

The good Christian will not do certain 
things, he will be faithful to the formalities 
of his faith and will be active in the work of 
his church and in wholesome and helpful 
programs of his community. The motivation 
for all these expressions of the Christian 
life, however, will be one’s love for and 
gratitude to God for the blessings that have 
come through his salvation Christ.

The whole matter can be summarized by 
simply saying that the Christian life flows 
from within outward. Its source is one’s 
vital relationship to the living Christ.

Leighton Ford, Billy Graham 
To Share Radio Program

ATLANTA—A Billy Graham associate, 
the Rev. Leighton Ford, will share the 
world-wide radio program, “The Hour of 
Decision,” with the evangelist during 1969.

Graham said he was making the decision 
because doctors have warned him to slow 
down “at least a little bit” and because his 
ministry includes the writing of a daily 
newspaper column, coast-to-coast telecasts, 
speaking engagements between major Cru
sades, and counselling responsibilities.

The evangelist said he has preached on 
the 18-year-old “Hour of Decision” about 
95 per cent of the time. He pointed out that 
Mr. Ford, his associate for 12 years, has a 
“world-wide reputation as one of the great 
preachers of our generation.”

Ford is a graduate of Wheaton (Ill.) 
college and Columbia Theological seminary 
in Atlanta, Ga. He has an honorary 
doctorate from Houghton (N.Y.) college.

Graham said his decision for Ford to 
join him on the weekly 30-minute broadcast 
came “after much thought and prayer. I 
believe this arrangement is going to 
strengthen “The Hour of Decision” and 
bring a new freshness to this ministry.” 
(RNS)

Anderson

Tennessee Library 
Organization Shifts To TU

Miss Mary Anderson, director of Young 
People’s Work, Training Union Depart
ment, Tennessee Baptist Convention, Nash

ville, has been chosen as 
the new director of the 
work of the Tennessee 
Baptist Library Organi
zation, succeeding Wal
lace Anderson, secretary, 
Program Services Depart
ment, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, first director 
of the organization. The 
work of the library or
ganization is being trans
ferred to the Training 
Union Department,

Charles L. Norton, secretary.
Miss Anderson, continuing as director 

of the Young People’s Work as well as co
ordinating Library work among Baptist 
churches in Tennessee, is a graduate of 
George Peabody college, Nashville, with 
the Bachelor of Science and Library Science 
degrees.

Outgoing director Anderson will present 
Miss Anderson to the state Library Con
vention when it meets March 27-29 at 
First church, Morristown.

Organized in March, 1962 in Chatta
nooga, the organization exists for the pur
pose of promoting, encouraging and aiding 
Baptist churches in Tennessee in establishing 
and maintaining libraries, resource centers 
for the church.

NEW YORK CITY BAPTISTS 
NAME STUDENT DIRECTOR

NEW YORK—Southern Baptists in 
Metropolitan New York have named as 
their new student work director M. Ray 
Gilliland, former secretary of the student 
work and church training departments for 
the Kansas Convention of Southern Bap
tists in Wichita, Kans.

A native of Kansas, Gilliland has been 
involved in Baptist work in his home state 
for the past 18 years. He was relieved of his 
responsibilities last November when a fi
nancial crisis caused by near bankruptcy of 
the Kansas convention’s church loan asso
ciation forced the convention to eliminate 
two staff positions to find $50,000 to pay off 
obligations.

Plans call for the organization of a new 
state convention of Southern Baptists in 
New York next September. Presently, Bap
tist work there is being assisted by Maryland 
Baptists.

Keith Harris, student secretary for Mary
land Baptists, lauded Gilliland’s selection, 
saying “we are extremely fortunate to ob
tain a man of Gilliland’s ability and ex
perience for such a strategic position.” (BP)
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Special Feature
Religion Among Pueblo Crew; Report To Churches

Navy Chaplain Chief Declares Faith 
In God Helped Sustain Jailed Crew

"Faith in a Stress Situation"

By Rear Admiral James W. Kelly 
Navy Chief of Chaplains

“The uniform is beautiful! The Cross is beautiful!”
These were among the first words spoken by the PUEBLO Crew when they met Navy 

Chaplain Marvin E. Snyder, Jr., at the base camp near Panmunjon on the day of their re
lease, Dec. 23, 1968. Most of the men expressed their joy at seeing the chaplain with a 
broad smile; some were moved to tears. They described their release as a “miracle.” It was 
“an answer to our prayers.” “This is a happy day. We are going back to our wonderful
country.”

Commander Snyder, a Protestant chap
lain, and Lieutenant Commander Edward 
A. Hamilton, a Catholic chaplain, were part 
of the Escort Team which met the PUEBLO 
Crew upon release and stayed with them 
until they were admitted to the U. S. Naval 
Hospital, San Diego, Calif.

Deeper Commitment
The chaplains have given me a thrilling 

account of the religious experiences of these 
men, and have reported that almost to the 
man Protestant and Catholic Crew members 
during their confinement had moved in the 
direction of a deeper religious commitment, 
greater faith, and habitual prayer life. Their 

morale, patriotism, and their respect for 
their commanding officer and loyalty to one 
another were an inspiration. This is a report 
of some of their religious experiences.

One of the PUEBLO Lay Leaders (person 
who assists his command in religious minis
trations), Lt. Stephen Harris, told how he 
had given up efforts to have worship serv
ices before the capture of the PUEBLO 
since never more than two showed up. But 
as one man said of his captivity, “All we 
had left was religion.”

Some of the men said their memories of 
Sunday School days were dim, but they 
worked together to come up with a reason
ably accurate list of the books of the Bible.

Such familiar Scriptures as the 23rd Psalm 
were written out and shared. One mentioned 
that he had trouble remembering the Ten 
Commandments but with help came up with 
them. It seems everyone prayed openly be
fore one another, although they had to avoid 
being seen in acts of worship by their cap- 
tors.

They had no Bibles or religious materials. 
No worship services were permitted. They 
were told, “The Russians shot God down 
with a rocket!”

Reprimanded For Prayers
They were reprimanded for thanking God 

for their food (potato soup, rice, and tur
nips). They were told, “These are the gifts 
of the Korean people.” One man when 
called out of the mess hall for saying grace 
said, “I was thanking God for His blessings.” 
He was informed, “This is a mess hall, not 
a church. You can’t pray here.” When one 
man made a wooden cross for his room it 
was kicked about by the guards, he reported, 
then later taken away from him.

Missionaries and ministers were held up 
to scorn by the North Koreans. They pre
sented a picture of a priest sicking his dog 
on a child and another of a missionary 
branding a small boy in the forehead with 
the word “thief” for stealing an apple. The 
PUEBLO men were told that every cross 
in Korea was an antenna for sending es
pionage messages.

A petty officer related, “I left religion out 
of my life when I joined the Navy. I have a 
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Japanese wife, and two lovely children who 
just love Sunday School, but I haven’t 
helped my wife to become a Christian or 
encouraged the children. It is going to be 
different now.” These sentiments were 
echoed time and again by these men.

There were other indicators given to the 
two chaplains of the spirit of the men dur
ing their captivity and of their efforts to 
keep their sanity. One man made his own 
“Monopoly” game with available materials.

Worship After Release
At night they played “Movie Hour.” A 

man would endeavor to relate a movie he 
had seen. Others would piece in details. Soon 
they became very skilled at reconstruction 
as they probed their memories. This became 
an interesting diversion.

According to one of the men, efforts to 
drive a wedge between two Negro crew 
members and the others were as unsuccess
ful as were the efforts to destroy their faith 
or sell communism. This man said that his 
Negro roommate was called aside and told 
what a superior job he did in cleaning the 
building. He saw through efforts to “butter 
him up.” When Martin Luther King was 
assassinated, the same man was taken aside 
and given sympathy for the terrible treat
ment which the American Negro was said to 
suffer. But his roommate related that the 
Negro lad stood up for his country and as
serted that Negro and white alike enjoyed 
wonderful freedom in our country, prob
ably even exaggerating the degree of equal
ity which the Negro enjoys in America.

Everyone seemed to be asking about a 
worship service following their release. An 
Army Jewish Rabbi was made available to 
the two Jewish members of the PUEBLO 
Crew. Protestant Divine Services were con
ducted by Chaplain Snyder and a Catholic 
Mass by Chaplain Hamilton at the 121st 
Army Hospital at 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 
respectively, on the day of the release. Al
most every man attended and some must 
have attended both services. One or two 
were involved in medical procedures and 
were not present.

Loyalty To Bucher
The following day a joint Protestant- 

Catholic Christmas Eve Service was held 
with Army Chaplain Morgan of the hospi
tal joining our two Navy chaplains in the 
service. Every man attended. RADM Ed
ward M. Rosenberg, USN, the officer in 
charge of the PUEBLO Escort Team, had 
made a very favorable impression on our 
two chaplains by his personal concern for 
the PUEBLO Crew and by his sincere in
terest in religion. He offered to participate 
in the service as did Lt. Harris of the 
PUEBLO. A Red Cross worker sang a solo. 
Admiral Rosenberg said of the service, 
“That is one wonderful Christmas Eve Serv
ice I will never forget.” He was moved to 
tears during the worship, as were others.

It may be appropriate to mention the
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Three Tennessee student leaders at the Southern Baptist Theological seminary examine a 
recent issue of “Baptist And Reflector”. From left to right they are: Bill Henry of Nashville, 
Roberta Tamble of Memphis, and Jimmy Joseph of Maryville. Last year Tennessee Bap
tists gave almost $88,000 in support of the Seminary, which is attended by more than 110 
Tennessee students. On February 16, many Tennessee churches will observe “Baptist Semi
nares, Colleges, and Schools Sunday.”

Sunday School Board PR 
Office Names Specialist

NASHVILLE—Nancye E. Miller, a 
native of Nashville, has been named in
formation specialist in the office of public 
relations, Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Miss Miller will gather and prepare in
formation relating to the work of the board 
for release through the news media.

A graduate of Bellevue high school, Miss 
Miller holds the bachelor of arts degree 
from George Peabody College for Teachers, 
Nashville.

She was formerly assistant press relations 
editor in the board’s office of public rela
tions, and has also served as an editorial 
assistant in the Sunday School department 
of the board.

loyalty and admiration of the men for their 
commanding officer. As Captain Bucher en
tered one of the dining areas where Captain 
Snyder was visiting with the men as they 
ate, there was a spontaneous standing ova
tion for their skipper.

Perhaps the religious experience of the 
PUEBLO Crew during the long eleven 
months of their captivity can be summed up 
by saying that every effort to take away 
their faith in God only caused them to move 
in the direction of God. Every effort to 
subvert their faith only caused them to re
affirm it. I am certain that the men of the 
PUEBLO would want to give full credit for 
this to Almighty God. (U. S. Navy Feature)

Graves Is New Chairman 
Of Inter-Agency Council

NASHVILLE—The Inter-Agency Coun
cil of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
comprised of top executives from all SBC 
agencies, devoted a one-day session here to 
routine coordination of the convention agen
cies’ work, revision of the council’s bylaws 
and constitution, and reports from its major 
committees.

The council elected Harold Graves, presi
dent of Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., as its chair
man, and Baker James Cauthen, executive 
secretary of the SBC Foreign Mission 
Board in Richmond, as vice chairman. J. M. 
Crowe of the SBC Sunday School Board 
here was re-elected secretary.

Two major reports were adopted by the 
council, both on recommendation from its 
coordinating committee headed by Davis 
Woolley, executive secretary of the SBC 
Historical Commission.

One report was a “Basic Understanding 
of SBC Emphasis Programs,” a paper pre
pared by John F. Havlik of the SBC Home 
Mission Board; and another was “The Work 
of the Baptist Association,” an integrative 
study of all existing material on the Baptist 
Association by Lynn E. May, Jr., of the 
SBC Historical Commission.

Next meeting of the Inter-Agency Coun
cil, usually held in January, was slated May 
21-22, 1970, at a later date to hear plan
ning committee reports that will not be 
ready until May. (BP)
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EDITORIALS
THE PAPAL BAN ON BIRTH CONTROL

Americans United (POAU) has performed a worthwhile 
service in preparing the booklet The Papal Ban On Birth 
Control. Included is a translation of the encyclical letter 
Humanae Vitae from the Latin. Humanae Vitae was issued 
July 25th, 1968 at Rome by Pope Paul VI. The long- 
awaited letter on the Roman Catholic View of the regu
lation of conception has stirred as much controversy, in all 
probability, as any single encyclical in history.

Actually, the full impact of this pronouncement cannot 
be understood fully in this century. The letter was awaited 
four years by millions of Catholics for what they hoped 
would be some answer to agonizing questions concerning 
procreation, marital happiness, and the looming spectre of 
a world vastly overpopulated. At this last point, non Catho
lics had hoped also for some answer to a problem which, 
seemingly, has no real answer.

Humanae Vitae has, within the ranks of the Catholic 
church, caused as much dissension and outright rebellion 
as any single encyclical. This at a time when the very 
authoritarian Roman Catholic church is being questioned 
concerning its right to authority as at no other time in 
history.

This at a time also when some had anticipated that the 
Vatican Council initiated by John XXIII might bring some 
sense of reconciliation between great groups of Christen
dom.

The Roman Catholic church has, historically, declared 
that no type of birth control except the often fallible 
rhythm method is acceptable. The papal encyclical spe
cifically reaffirmed this stance, declaring that no type of 
contraceptive device or measure is acceptable.

Six months following issuance of the encyclical, com
ment is still made almost daily in secular and religious 
press.

The editor believes that following the heated reactions 
to the encyclical during the last part of 1968, several ob
servations should be made to Baptists.

1. Baptists should be reminded that the authoritarian 
structure of the Roman Catholic church is unchanged— 
in this or in any other area. When the Pope speaks ex 
cathedra, he speaks as the voice of God as far as Catholic 
theology is concerned.

2. Baptists should be reminded that the Roman Catholic 
church still maintains three frames of reference to author
ity—creed, canon and constitution—over against our his
toric belief in the Bible as our sole rule and guide for faith 
and practice.

3. Baptists should be reminded also that when, accord
ing to Catholic theology, salvation is through the church, 
that any dissension from Catholic theology provokes an all 
the more agonizing question and problem to those who 
would be good Catholics; how to follow individual con
science and authoritarian structure with Heaven at stake— 
so to speak.

4. The editor believes that promulgation of this encycli
cal may do as much as any single act to provide an effective 
challenge to the authoritarian structure of the Roman 
Catholic church—with possible ultimate benefits to evan
gelicals; particularly in nations where state-Catholic church 
structures inhibit freedom of worship.

5. The editor believes that each couple should have the 

Page 6

right and privilege to determine the size of their family 
without feeling accursed for their decision. Birth control 
measures should be considered a blessing to mankind; not 
a curse. We do not believe that the sole purpose of marital 
relations is, as this document affirms, procreation.

6. Population figures point up another frightening aspect 
of the problem. In 1900, there were 1.75 billion people in 
the world; in 1960, 2.8 billion, and a projected estimate 
of 6.35 billion by the year 2000 a.d.—31 years from now. 
More than one half of this world’s population goes to bed 
hungry every night now—in a world of plenty, with a popu
lation around 3 billion. What may we expect in terms of 
man’s ability to meet human need—to sustain life—by 
2000 a.d. Does this encyclical, as many believe, doom mil
lions of people yet unborn to death by starvation?

7. In section 23 of the encyclical, the Pope addresses 
himself to public authorities in a not unusual instrusion 
into civil affairs. He commands “rulers . . . principally re
sponsible for the common good . . .” not to permit “that by 
legal means practices contrary to the natural and divine 
law be introduced into that fundamental cell, the family.”

In its evaluation, Americans United says: “It is impos
sible to present as God’s law a proposition that millions of 
people in their own daily experience know to be false.” 
Again, “A good part of the difficulty springs from the 
Pope’s bachelor status. No matter how many books he may 
read about it a bachelor simply cannot grasp the nuances 
of married life. For a 70-year-old bachelor to present him
self as the arbiter not merely of married life in general but 
of its most intimate and complex relationship in particular, 
simply cannot bear credence.”

Regrettably, the student of history must affirm that despite 
recent councils and much show of unity, the Roman Catho
lic church remains today the same iconoclastic figure of the 
past. Not one single official action speaks otherwise—and 
millions of people really were listening. We suspect that 
with the full impact of Humanae Vitae being understood, 
some at least have quit listening.

CURB IMPOSED IN CHURCH SUITS
The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that 

civil courts; may not resolve controversies over religious 
doctrine when deciding church property disputes. (See 
story page 9.)

Overturning a ruling of the Georgia Supreme Court in 
two Savannah, Ga., disputes, the High Court said, in a 
unanimous opinion delivered by Mr. Justice Brennan: “If 
civil courts undertake to resolve such controversy . . . the 
hazards are ever present of inhibiting the free development 
of religious doctrine and of implicating secular interests in 
matters of purely ecclesiastical concern.”

The Baptist And Reflector views this decision as one 
quite valuable in the area of church-state relationships.

Members of congregations may not always agree. Oc
casionally some disagree to the extent they find it necessary 
to separate and form a new congregation. But it would be 
a disastrous day among Baptists, for example, if every dis
pute leading to establishment of a new church involved 
a civil suit concerning property. Usually there is “right” on 
both sides. However, we believe this decision which keeps 
civil courts from being in the position of interpreting reli
gious doctrine is healthy, and should be noted by Baptists 
with appreciation.

Baptist and Reflector



30 Baptist State Conventions 
Slate Coordinated Planning

NASHVILLE—All of the 30 state con
ventions in the Southern Baptist Convention 
are now involved in some phase of Coordi
nated Promotion Planning, the Coordinating 
Committee of the SBC Inter-Agency Coun
cil was told here.

Coordinated Promotion Planning is a 
process through which SBC (national) and 
state convention program leaders cooperate 
in promoting selected denominational em
phases, goals, and projects to assist SBC 
churches.

In a report to the Inter-Agency Coun
cil Coordinating Committee, the staff 
director of Coordinated Promotion 
Planning, Kenner Pharr of Nashville, 
said that during the first full year of 
operation of the cooperative planning 
process, all of the state conventions 
have been involved in some phase of 
the process.
Pharr said that the joint planning process 

has enabled the SBC and state convention 
leaders to do long-range planning on a high
er quality in most states than ever before in 
history.

“We are assured of the most comprehen
sive and best planned field service effort of 
our denomination’s history,” Pharr said.

As a result of the plan, a total of 10,000 
special workers will be trained to provide 
interpretation and planning assistance to 
250,000 key church leaders, he said.

The first year’s planning relates primarily 
to getting ready for the 1970’s, and interpret
ing new SBC curriculum and program ma
terials, planning related to the new SBC 
grouping-grading plan, and encouraging 
Baptist advance in the next decade, he said.

Under the Coordinated Promotion 
Planning approach, a team of trained 
SBC field service workers representing 
all phases of the denomination’s work 
meet with state convention workers in a 
joint planning session. The SBC lead
ers explain and interpret the SBC pro
grams, and the state leaders add to or 
subtract from these plans in determin
ing what emphases they will stress in 
their own state.
In some cases, associational leadership 

are involved in the joint state-SBC planning 
session, and in some states, the associational 
leaders are involved at a later session with 
state leaders, depending on the situation in 
each state.

Conferences have been held explaining 
the entire Cooperative Program Promotion 
Planning process in all of the 30 state con
ventions, and planning conferences imple
menting the process have already been con
ducted in all but three conventions, Pharr 
said.

Second or third sessions have been held

Guido Picado, pastor, Desamparados Baptist church, Costa Rica, delivers an evangelis
tic message to some 200 boy scouts at the Costa Rican camporec. The camp chaplain, a 
Roman Catholic, helped to distribute Gospels of John and Crusade of the Americas hymn 
sheets and later celebrated mass. According to Southern Baptist missionary J. Wallace 
Poor, Baptists scored a gain in public acceptance and religious freedom when they were 
invited to participate in the religious service at the national boy scout gathering.

New Teen Radio Program 
Produced By Baptists

FORT WORTH—The Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission here has 
launched a new half-hour musical teen-talk 
program called “PowerLine” in an effort 
to minister to the modern teen-ager through 
his close companion, the transistor radio.

“PowerLine,” divided into three segments 
to permit drop-in commercials, follows the 
“top-40 format” that captivates the ear of 
so many teen-age listeners, commission 
officials said.

It features the song hits of the week from 
the “hot 100” charts published by Variety, 
Billboard and Cashbox, plus several 
“ ‘PowerLine’ chargers,” the program’s picks 
of coming hits.

Interviews with top recording artists are 
woven into the show, and there’s a liberal 
sprinkling of chatter about the latest tunes, 
trends and fads, said commission officials.

On the serious side, a noted youth 
counselor gives hints on how to cope with 
the kinds of problems every teen-ager faces 
in today’s world. (BP) 

in as many as 18 of the 30 states during 
1968 and 1969, and similar sessions called 
“Shaping the Seventies Conferences” have 
been scheduled in all but five of the states in 
early 1970 or late 1969. (BP)

Sunday School

FRESH EDUCATION
By Wendell W. Price

The Delacorte Press will release soon a 
book called Education and Ecstasy. Look 
Magazine has published a condensation of 
it in three parts, the first being, “How School 
Stunts Your Child.”

Mr. George B. Leonard calls this “per
haps the most important book on education 
written in our generation.”

Because this work tells us something 
about ourselves as teachers and about our 
children and youth in the church program 
of Christian education look at a few ideas 
for relevance and sometimes shock.

“The task of preventing children from 
changing in any significant way is precisely 
what most societies require.

“How many teachers have you had who 
made learning take place in your life?

“But no one can be rescued from learn
ing: learning is what human life is.

“There are no neutral moments—a kind 
of shadowy, negative learning is going on 
—how to cheat, to daydream, to take 
tests—.

“Education is a process of living and not 
a preparation for living.

“It is as cruel to bore a child as to beat 
him.”

Our education “has not made people 
happy or whole, nor does it now offer them 
ways to change, deep down, in an age that 
cries out with the urgency of a rocket’s 
flight, ‘change or die’.”
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TENNESSEE NEWS BRIEFS

Randall Green

Randall Green, pastor, 
Woodlawn church, De
catur, Ga., has resigned 
to enter the field of voca
tional evangelism. Well 
known to Tennessee Bap
tists through evangelistic 
meetings, he came to 
Georgia from the First 
church of Franklin, Ky. 
A native of Fort Knox, 
Green was educated at 
Southwest Baptist col

lege, Kentucky Wesleyan college, Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., and did graduate work at Michigan 
State university. The Greens have five chil
dren and plan to make their home in De
catur, Ga.

Coffee Ridge church, Holston association, 
recently ordained Eugene Harris and Dennis 
Foster as deacons. W. Paul Chance is pastor.

Bloomingdale church, Holston association, 
is sending pastor Joe Byrd on a tour of the 
Holy Land in appreciation of his 18 years 
as pastor.

Antioch church, Holston association, or
dained David Keys as a deacon. Earl Hop- 
son is interim pastor.

Howard Robinson, recently observed his 
12th anniversary as pastor of Emmanuel 
church, Holston association.

Bangham Heights church, Holston as
sociation, called Jack Miller as pastor. He 
formerly served Oak Dale church in the 
same association.

Lynn Garden church, Holston association, 
has ordained associate pastor Leon W. 
Castle to the gospel ministry. Paul Blessings 
is pastor.

Chestoa church, Holston association, or
dained Clarence Foster as a deacon. Robert 
Ambler is pastor.

Southwestern church, Holston association, 
ordained Charles Rich, Jr. and Frank Lee as 
deacons. James Cambron is pastor.

Woodland church, Jackson, has called 
J. Norman Ellis as pastor. He formerly 
served as pastor of the Cadiz Baptist church, 
Ky., for 1214 years. A graduate of Wake 
Forest university with the B.A. degree, and 
the Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., with the B.D. degree, Ellis 
is married to the former Jimmie Coulter. 
One son, David, 23, is a program director 
of Station WTTL in Madisonville, Ky., and 
a daughter, Margot, 21, is a Junior at Mur
ray State university.

Sunday School Board Names Roselle 
Student Secretary

NASHVILLE—Charles M. Roselle, 
student secretary for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention for 15 years, has been named 
secretary, student department, Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

The Sunday School Board in its annual 
meeting here voted unanimously to accept 
Roselle for the position beginning Mar. 1.

“This position has been vacant since 
Dec. 1, 1967,” James L. Sullivan, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Sunday School 
Board, said.

“Even though the Southern Baptist Con
vention study of the entire area of student 
work requested by the Sunday School Board 
is in progress, the assignment as of now is 
with this board, and we feel that we cannot 
abdicate leadership during these critical 
times.

Dedicated Churchman
“We have worked closely with the con

vention study committee and have their as
surance that the election of a secretary at 
this time is an appropriate action,” Sullivan 
added.

“We are grateful that we have secured 
for this strategic position a man whose life 
has been wrapped up in student work. 
Roselle is a dedicated churchman and a 
loyal supporter of the total denominational 
effort,” W. L. Howse, director, education 
division, said.

“Himself a product of the student move
ment, he will give capable and imaginative 
leadership to the program of student work,” 
Howse added.

A native of Mexico, Mo., Roselle is a 
graduate of Central Missouri State college, 
Warrensburg, and Louisiana State university, 
Baton Rouge, where he earned a master of 
science degree in mathematics.

He has served as state student secretary, 
Missouri Baptist Convention and as Baptist 
Student Director at Auburn university, 
Auburn, Ala., and the University of 

Missouri-Columbia, Columbia, Mo., and as 
Nashville Area Baptist Student Director.

Awareness of Challenges
In 1966 Roselle was honored at the Ten

nessee State Student Convention for 25 
years of service in Baptist student work.

Asked by Baptist Press about the ap
propriateness of naming a student secretary 
prior to the final report of the SBC com
mittee appointed to study the overall student 
work program, Albert McClellan, program 
planning secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention executive committee, said 
Roselle will bring insight leading to solu
tions of problems.

“Charles Roselle brings to the office an 
unusual awareness of the challenges and 
opportunities facing student work, because 
of his experience of the BSU study com
mittee,” added McClellan.

“He will undoubtedly be a major in
fluence in helping student workers and 
others to see and understand the difficult 
and challenging problems faced by organized 
student work today.

Understands Work
J. Chester Durham, state student secre

tary of Kentucky, expressed his pleasure at 
the election of Roselle, “I don’t think there 
is another man in the SBC who is more 
highly qualified to lead in this area of work 
in the next decade. He is not afraid of the 
future and thoroughly understands the di
rections in which student work ought to go.” 

Texas’ veteran student secretary W. F.
Howard said, “I am delighted at the elec
tion of Charles Roselle to this place of 
leadership in Southern Baptist student work. 
I feel that he has the confidence of all per
sons working in state and campus student 
situations.

Dr. W. O. Thomason, assistant director, 
education division of the Sunday School 
Board, has been serving as acting secretary 
for the student department.

During Roselle’s tenure with the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention, the number of 
Convention-owned students centers on 
campuses has increased to 11, with two 
others being rented for a total of 13. Of 
+his number, nine are buildings which have 
been constructed for this purpose, with a 
property evaluation in excess of $1 million.

Commenting upon his work in the state, 
Roselle said: “During the past 15 years, 
Tennessee Baptists have shown a growing 
awareness of the need to minister in the 
heart of college and university communities. 
For this I am grateful. This has brought 
strong support to the Student Department. 
These are turbulent times on the campus. 
However, I know Tennessee Baptists will 
continue to respond to challenges this 
presents.”
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Supreme Court Prohibits 

Doctrinal Dispute Cases
By W. Barry Garrett

WASHINGTON—Civil Courts are pro
hibited by the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution from interpreting 
“particular church doctrines and the im
portance of those doctrines,” according to 
the Supreme Court of the United States.

Therefore, a civil court may not “award 
church property on the basis of the in
terpretation and significance the civil court 
assigns to aspects of church doctrine,” the 
Supreme Court said.

Further, the civil courts have “no role in 
determining ecclesiastical questions in the 
process of resolving property disputes,” the 
court concluded.

On the basis of the above views, the 
United States Supreme Court reversed 
Georgia Superior Court and Georgia 
Supreme Court decisions in a case involving 
two local Presbyterian churches versus the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States.

The Georgia courts awarded church 
property to the Hull Memorial Presbyterian 
church and the Eastern Heights Presbyterian 
church, both in Savannah, on the ground 
that the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States had departed from its original faith.

The Supreme Court remanded the 
case back for Georgia courts to settle 
the property dispute if there is evi
dence of “fraud, collusion or arbitrari
ness,” or on other grounds than 
religious differences.
In 1966 the Hull Memorial and Eastern 

Heights churches withdrew from the Presby
terian Church in the United States on 
grounds that the denomination had departed 
from its original faith.

The Presbytery of Savannah, after failing 
to achieve reconciliation with the two 
churches, took over the churches’ property 
until new local leadership could be ap
pointed. The churches took their case to 
the Georgia courts and retained possession 
of the property.

The two churches won in the Georgia 
courts but lost in the United States Supreme 
Court, because their case was built on 
alleged departure from the original faith by 
the denomination.

Specifically, it was charged that the 
denomination had departed from the faith 
by:

* Ordaining women as ministers and rul
ing elders;

* Making pronouncements and recom
mendations on civil economic, social and 
political matters;

* Supporting removal of the Bible and 
prayers from public schools;

*Adopting Sunday School literature that 
taught contrary to the confession of faith 
and catechisms;

* Maintaining membership in and ac
cepting the practices of the National Council 
of Churches; and

* Advocating the doctrine of civil dis
obedience.

The U. S. Supreme Court reversed 
the Georgia decisions because it 
claimed they violated the first amend
ment provisions against “establish
ment” and for “free exercise” of 
religion.

“First amendment values are plainly 
jeopardized when church property 
litigation is made to turn on the resolu
tion by civil courts of controversies 
over religious doctrine and practice,” 
the court said.
It continued: “If civil courts undertake 

to resolve such controversies in order to 
adjudicate the property dispute, the hazards 
are ever present of inhibiting the free 
development of religious doctrine and of 
implicating secular interests in matters of 
purely ecclesiastical concern.”

The Supreme Court pointed out that if 
the “departure-from-doctrine” theory is ap
plied to church property disputes in civil 
courts, two determinations must be reached.

First, the civil court must decide whether 
the challenged actions of the general church 
depart substantially from prior doctrine. “In 
reaching such a decision, the court must of 
necessity make its own interpretation of the 
meaning of church doctrines,” the court 
said.

Second, “if the court should decide that a 
substantial departure has occurred, it must 
then go on to determine whether the issue 
on which the general church has departed 
holds a place of such importance in the 
traditional theology as to require that the 
trust be terminated,” it said.

“A civil court can make this determina
tion only after assessing the relative 
significance to the religion of the tenets 
from which departure was found,” the court 
concluded.

“Thus, the departure-from-doctrine ele
ment of the Georgia implied trust theory 
requires the civil court to determine matters 
at the very core of religion—the interpreta
tion of particular church doctrines and the 
importance of those doctrines to the re
ligion. Plainly, the first amendment forbids 
civil courts from playing such a role.” (BP)

David Q. Byrd Honored 
With "City Maker" Award

Dr. David Q. Byrd, Jr., pastor of West 
Jackson Baptist church, Jackson, since 1953, 
has been presented the January “City 
Maker” award during a meeting sponsored 
by the Jackson Area Chamber of Com
merce. The award was given in recognition 
of his work as chairman of the special com
mittee which selected the site and obtained 
the options for Union university’s new 270- 
acre campus site on Highway 45 by-pass 
in Jackson. He has been a member of 
Union’s board of trustees for 10 years and 
chairman of its executive committee for 
most of that period.

A native of Brookhaven, Miss., Byrd is a 
graduate of Mississippi college, Clinton and 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., with the B.D., Th.M. and 
Th.D. degrees.

Active in community affairs, he is also a 
member of various committees on the 
Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and is a member of the board 
of trustees of the Annuity Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

St. Amant Resigns As Dean 
To Teach More At Southern

LOUISVILLE—C. Penrose St. Amant, 
dean of the school of theology at the 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary here 
since 1959, has requested the school’s 
trustees to allow him to relinquish his ad
ministrative duties to return to teaching.

The change would take place on July 31, 
1969, ten years from the date he became 
dean. He will continue, however, to serve 
as the David T. Porter Professor of Church 
History, an endowed chair.

He plans to assume a full teaching load 
in the fall semester. The administrative 
duties of dean allowed him to teach only 
one course last semester, seminary officials 
said.

St. Amant holds five earned degrees, in
cluding the doctor of philosophy degree 
from the University of Edinburg, Scotland, 
plus two honorary doctor of divinity degrees 
from Louisiana college, Pineville, La., and 
Mercer university, Macon, Ga. (BP)
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BAPTISTS ARE WELL INFORMED
1. CHATTANOOGA 2. KNOXVILLE 3. MEMPHIS 

4. NASHVILLE

(especially because of the Baptist Book Stores within them!)

No one ever dreamed of the far-reaching influence that the little sales room the Sunday School Board main
tained in its Frost Building at the close of World War I would some day have. From that early beginning, 
however, have come 51 Baptist Book Stores strategically located throughout the nation, four of which are 
here in Tennessee.

Today, from Lawrenceburg to LaFollette, from Gallatin to Gatlinburg, from Johnson City to Jackson . . . 
in Oak Ridge, Tullahoma, Dyersburg, Clarksville, Cleveland, and every place in between—Baptists of the 
Volunteer State are better informed than ever before.

All four of the stores in Tennessee provide good books, Bibles, Christian music, recordings, audiovisuals, 
and church supplies. Forty-eight employees in these stores make every effort to serve you promptly, courte
ously, and with great care—consistently providing Service with a Christian Distinction.

Shopping at Baptist Book Stores throughout Tennessee is done so easily, too! Conveniently located, all 
four stores are within easy reach of every Tennessee Baptist by mail ... by telephone ... or in person. 
Tennessee Baptists never had it so good! And . . . we pledge continual improvement of our services to 
make Tennessee Baptists even better informed!

BAPTIST BOOK STORE!
Service with a Christian Distinction

Coast to Coast

734 Cherry Street

706 South Gay Street 

24 North Second Street 

1010 Broadway

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE

Chattanooga 37402

Knoxville 37902

Memphis 38103

Nashville 37203

267-3845

525-8131

525-0267

242-5647

Open Monday through Saturday

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
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Baptists Build New Church 
Amid Ancient Swedish
Buildings

On the island of Gotland in the Baltic 
Sea off the coast of Sweden, there are 94 
churches—originally Roman Catholic, now 
Lutheran—which were built before or dur
ing the 14th Century. And there is the Bap
tist church at Visby, the island’s principal 
city, which occupies a brand new structure.

The new Baptist church building lies out
side the walls which surround the old part 
of the city of Visby, while most of Visby’s 
other churches are located inside the walls. 
Only 3000 of the city’s population live in 
the older section, while 15,000 have their 
residences beyond the walls.

Visby’s Baptist church has nearly 100 
members. The new church building seats 
120 in the auditorium under normal condi
tions. (EBPS)

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
1 PINEY FLATS, TENN.
W Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

CHURCH FURNITURE
Since 1888. Write lor free estimate.

BIBLE LANDS
WHOLESALE TOURS

Leading Specialists in Christian Group Travel 

because of your 
continued support and satisfaction 

SLASHES
TOUR RATES

to an unprecedented low, low level!

ONLY
Fay later (only $25/month)

■ ■ II °f pay tOta' °n'y
Complete and all inclusive.

DOWN
0 Weekly escorted departures.
• Laymen: Talk to your pastor about leading 

your church group to the Bible Lands.
• Clergymen: Write now for your special plan.

Wholesale Tours International Inc. J
300 E. 42nd St., N.Y., N.Y. 10017
Please send full information on hw cost 
Bible Land tour.
(Rev.) (Mr.)
(Mrs.) (Miss)- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Add re ss- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
City- - - - - - - - - - - - State- - - - - - - - - - Zip- - - - - - - -
Telephone number- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Elected Sunday School Board Recommends

New Periodicals
NASHVILLE—Two new magazines, one 

for use by pastors in sermon preparation 
and one for student workers, have been pro
posed for those special groups in the South
ern Baptist Convention.

The members of the elected Sunday 
School Board, in its annual meeting here, 
voted to recommend the two new publica
tions to the program committee of the SBC 
Executive Committee, which must approve 
new SBC publications.

The board recommended the two quar
terly magazines for release in 1970.

“Proclaim,” a 52-page magazine, would 
be edited by the board’s church administra
tion department. The publication would pro
vide resource materials to assist pastors in 
sermon preparation. Subjects suggested and 
resources offered would be related properly 
to curriculum emphases.

Content would also include helps for de
veloping sermons concerning specific bibli
cal texts, doctrinal themes, special events of 
the denominational or Christian calendar 
and pastoral care topics.

A 36-page magazine designed to provide 
program and administrative resources for 
the campus program of student work, “Col
lage” will furnish information about student 
life and current events. The magazine would 
go to state and local directors of student 
work, Baptist Student Union executive coun
cil members, church staff members and 
church leaders who minister to students.

It would replace “Key News,” currently 
circulated to a smaller audience.

The board also approved new curriculum 
periodical items for 1970.

Four four-page quarterly leaflets will be 
developed for use in Sunday Schools. “Your 
Invitation,” containing" information about 
Uniform lessons, is designed for use with 
prospects as an introduction to a church’s 
Bible study program; “Invitation to Bible 
Study,” pertaining to Life and Work cur
riculum, is for the same purpose; “Test Your 
Knowledge” is to be produced in two edi
tions, one each for Uniform and Life and 
Work lessons. It will contain objective tests 
covering the quarter’s lessons.

Four sets of 11" x 14" teaching pictures 
will be developed for use in the church 
training program. The “Preschool Teaching 
Pictures” are designed for use with the five- 
year-old age group. Each set contains 24 
color pictures.

New Books
100 Talks to Teen-agers; Lawrence P. 

Fitzgerald; Baker, $1.50. A paperback in 
the Minister’s Handbook Series.

Sunday School Board Names 
New Editorial Secretary

NASHVILLE—The Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board has named Howard P. 
Colson as its new editorial secretary.

Colson, formerly editorial services staff 
consultant in the board’s Sunday School de
partment, succeeds Clifton J. Allen, who re
tired Dec. 31, 1968, after 31 years’ service 
with the board.

A native of Illinois, Colson is a graduate 
of Augustana college, Rock Island, Ill., and 
holds master of theology and doctor of phi
losophy degrees from Southern Baptist The
ological seminary, Louisville.

After serving in pastorates in Tennessee, 
Indiana and Missouri for twelve years, Col

son served as professor of the Baptist Chair 
of Bible adjacent to the University of Mis
souri, Columbia.

He joined the board staff in 1949 as an 
editorial associate and was made editor in 
chief of Sunday School lesson courses in 
the board’s Sunday School department in 
1951. In 1964 he became director of edi
torial services in that department and served 
the department since December 1967 as 
editorial services staff consultant.

Colson is author of the Convention Press 
book Preparing to Teach the Bible, and an 
adult Training Union study course book 
Living in the Faith, published by Broadman 
Press. (BP)

Confessions to a Counselor; Victor Mat
thews; Zondervan, 950. The book features 
case histories showing the need for coun
selors to look upon individuals as persons, 
rather than as “types” or “statistics.”
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Annie Armstrong Week Of Prayer, 
Offering For Home Missions Planned

Tennessee Baptist churches will join with churches throughout the Southern Baptist
Convention in observance of the Annie Armstrong Week of Prayer and Easter Offering 
for Home Missions during the week of Mar. 2-9.

With a convention-wide goal of $6,500,000, Tennessee women will lead in attaining 
a goal of $280,000, according to Miss Mary Jane Nethery, Nashville, Woman’s Mission
ary Union leader for the state. _____________________________________

Many churches will observe the season 
with special studies in the area of home 
missions.

Theme for the week is “The Living 
Church ... at Work,” accenting the co
operative and individual witness and minis
try efforts churches are making in the 
United States.

Goal for the Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering is a record $6,500,000.

Ongoing work of the Home Mission 
Board will get the largest cut of the 
offering. The first $4,400,000 is ear
marked for support of established pro
grams and missionaries.
The second portion of proposed alloca

tions will go for special projects related to 
regular work: $100,000 for student summer 
missionaries; $75,000 for US-2 missionaries; 
$175,000 for mission buildings; $25,000 for 
disaster relief; $60,000 for scholarships for 
missionary children; $15,000 for scholar
ships for National Baptist volunteers for 
church vocations.

Project 500, the design to establish 500 
new churches in strategic areas, will come 
in for $1,500,000 after the ongoing home 
missions work is secure. The Project 500 al
location is tagged for pastoral aid for new 
churches and church-type missions.

The last $150,000 of the $6,500,000 goal 
will be set aside for assistance with Chris
tian social ministries in communities with 
critical needs.

The goal is projected against the 1968 
offering, which brought in more than 
$4,680,000. The 1968 offering represented 
a 14.5 per cent gain over the 1967 offering, 
according to Arthur B. Rutledge, executive 
secretary of the Home Mission Board. The 
increase was the largest dollar increase in 
any one year. Rutledge said, “If we can 
have the same 15 per cent increase in 1969, 
we will have $500,000 to invest in Project 
500.”

Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary 
of Woman’s Missionary Union, ex
plained the reason for the unusual in
crease in the offering goal. “When 
Project 500 was designed, we knew 
that such an unusual effort in missions 
would require unusual financial back
ing. We could not afford to reduce sup
port of the permanent work of the 
Home Mission Board for this special 
undertaking. We felt that Southern 
Baptists would be willing to increase 
their gifts to match the great oppor-

tunity in Project 500. We boosted the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering goal 
enough to help cover the expense of 
Project 500.”
Rutledge also explained: “Enthusiasm for 

Project 500 has been heartening, even 
though financial support has not been as 
great thus far as we had hoped. Project 500 
was projected on the basis of over and 
above participation. We are hoping for a 
very strong rally to this opportunity in 
1969. Approximately 150 Project 500 
churches are already begun.”

George W. Schroeder, executive secretary 
of the Brotherhood Commission, said: “The 
goal can and should be reached. Every man 
and boy should prayerfully give a worthy 
gift”

Woman’s Missionary Union and Broth
erhood, along with the pastor, are respon
sible for promoting the home missions em
phasis in churches. Women’s, men’s, and 
children’s missions groups will be having 
special prayer and giving sessions during 
the week.

Suggested churchwide observances in
clude banquets, missionary speakers, mis
sion sermons, prayer sessions, and mission 
study sessions.

Church Building Conference 
Is Scheduled In Knoxville

A Church Building Conference will be 
held Feb. 13, at McCalla Avenue Baptist 
church, Knoxville, according to Charles L. 
Norton, Nashville, Church Building Con
sultant for Tennessee Baptists. Rowland 
Smith, of the Church Architecture Depart
ment, Baptist Sunday School Board, will 
lead the conference.

The morning session will begin at 9:30 
and the afternoon session will be at 1:30. 
The program will be of special interest to 
pastors, educational directors, staff mem
bers, Superintendents of Missions, building 
committees and those interested in building.

r
! LEARN DRAFTING AT HOME

U S. Labor Dept, says "42% more Draftsmen 
needed next 10 years " Send for FREE "DRAFT
ING CAREER KIT." No salesman will call.

NAME

ADDRESS
W APTITUDE)

TESTI
ALL 3 
FREE

CITY STATE

AGE

ZIP
NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF DRAFTING, Dept.2862

AcatdiM Niiiomi Home study Council 4500 Campus Dr., Newport, Calif. 92660

New Welsh Hymnal 
For Wales Youth

A new hymnal for Baptist young people 
in Wales (United Kingdom) has been given 
widespread circulation. Done in the Welsh 
language, it bears the title “Mawl Yr Ifanc” 
(“Praises of the Young”).

D. E. Morgan, Bangor, editor of the 
Welsh-language Baptist newspaper, handled 
nonmusical content. John Hughes, con
sidered one of the best church musicians 
within the Baptist Union of Wales, handled 
the music.

The hymnal has become more or less a 
memorial to Hughes, who died a short time 
after finishing his task.

“Mawl Yr Ifanc” contains 183 tunes and 
20 chants. About 10 per cent are original 
compositions and more than 40 per cent 
have never appeared before in any Welsh 
Baptist hymnbook. The number of hymns 
is 319, with one tune being used over 
again in some cases.

Four-fifths of the hymns are completely 
new to Welsh Baptist life. The youth hym
nal is divided into four sections, three of 
them musical—(1) songs of praise, (2) holy 
days and seasons, and (3) psalms and chants. 
The fourth department has readings and 
prayers. (EBPS)

FIBERGLASS !
BAPTISTRIES

% S X X*

Moulded one piece construction. Easily 
Installed. Economical. 5 sizes. Also, Gas 

& Electric Water Heaters, Fiberglass Spires, 
Crosses & "Beauty Glass" for Windows.

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.
. P 0. BOX 518 / 907 SEVENTH STREET / ORANGE, TEXAS 77630

LIKE SWEET ONIONS?
NEW BLUE RIBBON ASSORTMENT 

600 sweet onion plants with free planting 
guide $3.60 postpaid fresh from 

TEXAS ONION PLANT COMPANY, Dept. J 
"Home of the Sweet Onion” 
Farmersville, Texas 75031

riii urn firihin
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or caO 

MGR BROS. 
MFG.CO.

Pkwe: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas
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Sunday School Lesson for February 9, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

GOD'S PLAN OF ACTION

Basic Passages: Luke 10:1-9; John 17:18-26; Matthew 28:16-20
Focal Passages: Luke 10:1-2; John 17:18-23; Matthew 28:16-20

God’s plan of action is all inclusive. By 
nature the Christian spirit is expansive. 
That which impels the disciple to witness to 
his next door neighbor envisions all people 
everywhere in its objective. In the apostolic 
age this was very obvious. When a great 
awakening occurs it spurs the resumption 
of great activity.

The missionary impulse is born with the 
new birth. However, it has to be encour
aged, expressed, and cultivated if it grows 
and flourishes. When Christianity becomes 
decadent it becomes weak in missions. There 
are a few exceptions where the machinery 
for missions is set up and the income pours 
in almost automatically.

The missionary spirit and outlook of the 
churches are vital to the churches them
selves. It makes them more dynamic at the 
local base. It creates an attitude which is 
wholesome.

In fact God’s plan of action was an
nounced and enjoined by Jesus Christ Him
self. We cannot accept the Lordship of 
Christ without being missionary to the core.

GOD'S PLAN FOR THE HOMELAND 
Luke 10:1-2

Jesus sent out another seventy to go 
where He was about to go. He sent them 
out by pairs.

He announced that the harvest was ripe 
and plenteous, awaiting reapers but that 
the workers were few. He urged prayers to 
the owner of the harvest to thrust forth la
borers into the field.

Jesus had a plan for operation and He 
had a plan for recruiting harvesters. He 
does not leave anything to haphazard pro
cedures.

Time is the essence when the harvest is 
ready for reaping. It will not wait. Time for 
thrusting in the sickle is relatively short. 
One tragedy after another has occurred in 
various parts of the world at different times 
due to procrastination along this line.

GOD'S PLAN REQUIRES UNITY
John 17:18-23

Christ sends His disciples into the hostile 
world just as His Father had sent him into 
a world of rebellion. He fully dedicated 
Himself to the Father in order to inspire 
them to dedicate themselves in all sincerity.

He prays not only for His disciples but 
for all who should believe on Him through 
their message. We note that in an earlier 
part of this chapter He confines His prayer 

in behalf of His disciples. Now He is ready 
to include a larger radius. He repeatedly 
prays for their unity of spirit and purpose 
that the world might know the genuineness 
of discipleship, the authenticity of their 
discipleship, and authenticity of the Son’s 
messiahship, accredit the love between the 
Father and Son and toward them. He prays 
for complete oneness like that which exists 
between the Father and Son.

Evidently He is not discussing structural 
union but spiritual oneness. The begat love 
all the begotten and all have a reborn affinity 
for the Father and Son imparted to them by 
the Holy Spirit. All must have the mind of 
Christ.

THE GREAT COMMISSION
Matthew 28:16-20

The risen living Christ had a date with 
his eleven on a mountain in Galilee. He 
kept that engagement which only a living 
Lord could do.

When the disciples saw Him they wor
shiped Him though misgivings had lingered 
in the mind of some.

Jesus reveals to the eleven how that all 
authority in the whole universe has been 
delegated to Him. With regal authority, 
therefore, He sends them into every part of 
the earth that they might make disciples of 
all nations.

They are to identify each disciple through 
baptism, a symbol of His resurrection and 
their hope of the same.'This will proclaim 
their relationship to Him and the new order.

They are to teach those young learners 
whatever He has commanded them. They 
are to declare and impress on them the 
whole counsel of God. They are to be quali
fied thereby as complete disciples of the 
Lord.

Those who go out to keep the divine in
junction to the ends of the earth can be 
assured of His presence to the close of the 
age or the end of the present order of things.

They are to go out with a sanction of 
heavenly authority and backing. They are 
to go in the enabling power of the Holy 
Spirit.

They are to make disciples through the 
gospel which is the power of God unto sal
vation unto everyone that believes.

They are not to leave these disciples as 
isolated individuals scattered over the earth. 
They are to be publicly related to Christ as 
Lord in baptism and in fellowship with

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

DO WE CARE ENOUGH?
Dr. Graham Blaine, Chief of Psychiatry, 

Harvard university Health Services, relates 
an interesting incident. A former dean at 
Colby tells the story of a sophomore who 
came to him at the time of leaving college 
because he was disheartened by his aca
demic performance.

The dean asked the young man to send 
postcards back during his trip to California 
to look for a job, and hoped he would soon 
return. The student drove only twenty miles 
before turning back and going to the dean 
to say, “I’ve decided to stay. I didn’t know 
that anyone around here cared enough to 
ask for a postcard.”

Parents who are out of touch with their 
children, or who seem to care only about 
their own prestige in relation to their son’s 
success, also run the risk of contributing to 
a lack of effectiveness in studying. One 
mother put a golden “A” on her bracelet 
whenever her son achieved one in school, 
and thus built up crippling resentment in the 
boy.

He felt this to be a selfish stealing of his 
glory, and developed severe anxiety before 
exams until this resentment was understood 
and expressed in the course of psychiatric 
treatment. Another college junior became 
seriously emotionally disturbed when his 
family were all out of reach by letter or 
phone for an eight-week period.

Feedback from parents or school and 
sometimes both is often a prerequisite for 
academic performance that equals potential. 
While grades and rank in class may be re
wards sufficient in themselves for the ordi
nary student, in the case of many others 
personal interest which provides emotional 
feedback from an individual and not simply 
from an institution is needed.

each other. In other words, they are to put 
on the uniform of the new faith.

They are not to be left as uninstructed 
babes in the faith, but they are to be fed and 
instructed in the Word of the New Cov
enant.
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Historically:
From the Files

50, YEARS AGO
The secular press announces the re

cent arrest of Rev. H. Boyce Taylor 
of Murray, Ky., for holding regular 
church services in violation of a pro
hibition by the State Board of Health 
because of the flu epidemic in that 
town. Brother Taylor was fined $100, 
refused to pay it because it would be 
a compromise and announced that he 
intended to continue holding services.

20 YEARS AGO
During 1948 the 26,823 churches in 

the Southern Baptist Convention ter
ritory reported 312,246 additions by 
baptism. This was the largest number 
in Southern Baptist history.

10 YEARS AGO
In a completed survey including both 

the religious affiliations and “prefer
ences” of members of the 86th Con
gress, Baptists emerged in fourth 
place. Methodists were first; Catholics, 
second; Presbyterians, third, and Epis
copalians, fifth.

The new survey of the Senate re
veals 17 Methodists, 14 Baptists and 
13 Episcopalians for the top three 
places. In the House, Catholics lead 
with 91, Methodists next with 88 and 
Presbyterians third with 55.

WYCLIFFE TRANSLATORS
PLAN CENTER IN DALLAS

DALLAS—The Wycliffe Bible Transla
tors, Inc., has acquired 65 acres of land 
here for construction of a major linguistics 
center, the first of its kind.

The Wycliffe Translators, a non-denomi- 
national organization with about 2000 
translators and missionaries in 19 nations, 
presently operates seven summer linguistics 
institutes. The Dallas center will be the or
ganization’s first to provide year-around 
training.

Slated for completion in the fall of 1970, 
the center will offer university-level training 
in linguistics and related fields such as an
thropology and literacy.

Translators enter areas where the Bible 
is not written, analyze local languages and 
prepare alphabets, grammar, dictionaries 
and literacy materials. The American Bible 
Society often subsidizes printing and dis
tribution of Wycliffe scripture translators. 
(BP)

From the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Next week the executive secretaries of the 
state conventions of the Southern Baptist 
Convention will hold their annual meeting 

at Raleigh, N.C. The ed- 
itors °f the state papers 
will hold their meeting 

B 'O WB at th® same ^me and at 
jjmBH the same place. For 

r W ' '^WB many years this meeting 
' jW has keen at this

time. One of the execu- 
tive secretaries together 
with the editor from that 

|||||||^ state extends an invita-
tion to the groups and 

Dr. Kendall serve as hosts for the 
meetings.

This meeting was set up as a time for 
fellowship and inspiration. The work of 
each of these groups is so important that 
there is a need of sharing problems and of 
methods of work. It serves as a workshop 
as well as a time of examining the work 
and seeking ways to improve our programs. 
It also serves as a means of keeping to
gether and of building a spirit of fellowship 
and spiritual unity.

Each State Convention is different from 
each other state yet there are many things 
which are held in common. There is an 
amazing unity in diversity. The work of the 
executive secretary in each state is very 
identical and only varies as to the size and 
age of the state. There have been many 
changes in the personnel of the leadership 
of the state conventions during the last few 
years. One executive secretary died during 
the year and two others have announced 
their retirement.

This meeting was first set up. for a sort 
of vacation time for building fellowship 
and enabling the men to get to know one 
another. It still has that purpose. New men 
are “initiated” in fun but soon find the 
meaning of the wonderful Christian fel
lowship which exists in these groups and 
binds them into a wonderful fraternity in 
the work of Christ. The wives are also 
brought to this meeting and they have de
veloped a fine fellowship also and much 
that is interesting and worthwhile is pro
vided for all of the ladies during the meet
ing. A banquet is provided for all the groups 
on the opening evening. An excellent pro
gram is provided on this occasion.

No promotion is permitted during this 
meeting. The program is made up from the 
executive secretaries themselves and deals 
with their own peculiar problems. They 
also share in their successes and new pro
grams which have proved helpful.

The editors also have a fine workshop. 
They also look at their work and share 
with one another. They sometimes bring in

Gwalen Carter, of Lawrenceburg, fell out 
the door of his father’s truck and landed 
in the middle of the highway. The truck was 
travelling 55 miles per hour. Gwalen re
ceived a broken hip, a broken leg, and a 
slight head injury.

He missed two Sundays at church and the 
third Sunday he went in a wheel chair. He 
has attended all services since, including 
Sunday school, Training Union, prayer 
meeting, and a week of revival services.

According to Pastor James L. Harney of 
Immanuel Baptist church, Gwalen has just 
had the casts removed and he is learning to 
walk again. “He has been a blessing to our 
church and we join his father in saying, 
‘miracles are still happening,’ ” Harney said.

Edens To Lead Parleys 
For Air Force Personnel

COLUMBIA, Mo.—Dr. B. David Edens, 
director of the marriage and family pro
gram at Stephens college, and Mrs. Edens 
were to leave Columbia Feb. 4 to conduct a 
month-long series of Family Life Confer
ences for Protestant Air Force personnel in 
England and Germany.

Dr. and Mrs. Edens are participating in 
the Conference program at the request of 
Major General Edwin R. Chess, chief of 
chaplains, USAF. Their itinerary will in
clude Royal Air Force Wethersfield and 
Royal Air Force Lakenheath, in England, 
and Spangdahlem and Bitburg Air Bases in 
Germany. Edens is author of the Family 
Living column which appears weekly in the 
Baptist And Reflector.

speakers from the world of journalism or 
from some outside area which is helpful to 
them. The three days of fellowship also pro
vides a time for both groups to share with 
each other in facing some of the problems 
which are common to both groups. It is one 
of the fine meetings of the year for both 
groups and one to which they look for
ward each year.
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Tennesseans Graduate From Southern Seminary

Ries

Huff Mahaffey Sandford

Ten Tennesseans were among 97 stu
dents who received diplomas from the 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary at 
commencement exercises in January, ac
cording to seminary officials.

Cecil Carl McKelvey, Jr., of Henderson
ville, received the doctor of religious educa
tion degree. He is also a graduate of David 
Lipscomb college, Nashville and Scarritt 
college, Nashville with the master of arts 
degree.

Other degrees conferred and graduates 
are:

Master of religious education: Julia Marie 

Ries, of Memphis, graduate of Southwestern 
at Memphis university.

Master of church music: Joseph Routon, 
Jr., of Paris, graduate of Murray State 
university, Murray, Ky.

Master of divinity degree: David Gary 
Brock, of Chattanooga, graduate of Ten
nessee Temple college: Kenneth Ray Clay
ton, of Rockwood, graduate of Carson-New
man college Jefferson City; William Harold 
Garner, of Newbern, graduate of Union 
university, Jackson; Robert Carter Hensley, 
of Erwin, graduate of-East Tennessee State 
university, Johnson City; Lawrence Dale 

Huff, graduate of Belmont college, Nash
ville; James Owen Mahaffey, of Memphis, 
graduate of Georgetown college, Ky.; and 
Robert Yance Sandford, of Chattanooga, 
graduate of the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville.

Dr. Sterling L. Price, pastor, Third Bap
tist church, St. Louis, Mo., delivered the 
commencement address. Seminary president 
Duke K. McCall awarded nine doctorates— 
six doctor of theology, one doctor of reli
gious education and two doctor of musical 
arts degrees.

S. C. Governor Is Silent 
On Private College Aid

COLUMBIA, S. C.—South Carolina’s 
church-supported colleges were disappointed 
when the governor failed to recommend a 
plan to aid students attending private 
tchools.

The colleges had proposed that the state 
grant money to students as scholarships in 
the private schools.

Dr. Gordon W. Blackwell, president of 
Baptist-supported Furman university, ex
pressed disappointment that Gov. Robert 
E. McNair had failed to recommend the 
plan in his “state-of-the-state” address to the 
legislature.

Blackwell said the plan would ease the 
burden on public institutions. Many of 
South Carolina’s major private schools are 
supported by religious bodies. They in

Southwestern To Host 
Pastors' Conference

FORT WORTH—“Awareness for Minis
try” is to be the theme for the thirteenth 
annual Pastors’ Conference at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex., June 23-27, according to Thomas 
Urrey, associate professor of New Testa
ment and faculty chairman for the confer
ence. ,

Gordon Clinard, pastor of First Baptist 
church, San Angelo, Tex., and former pro
fessor of preaching at the seminary will 
be the featured speaker for the week.

elude Furman, the Methodist-affiliated 
Wofford and Columbia colleges, the Pres
byterian college, and Newberry college 
(Lutheran). (RNS)

United Methodists 
Report on Giving

EVANSTON, III.—United Methodists 
gave $14.6 million to their denomination’s 
basic benevolence funds in the fiscal period 
ending Dec. 31, 1968.

The annual goal for world service in the 
church during the 1968-72 quadrennium is 
$25 million, but R. Bryan Brawner, general 
treasurer, pointed out that comparisons and 
forecasts are made difficult by the changing 
of the fiscal year to a calendar basis.

The periods covered in the 1968 vary be
cause the former Methodist and Evangelical 
United Brethren churches—which merged 
last year to become the United Methodist 
church—operated on different fiscal years. 
(RNS)
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