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pulpit
By Jim Griffith

A writer asks this interesting ques
tion: “Why do preachers repeat ser
mons?”

Well, we could say that repetition is 
one of the cardinal principles of learn
ing.

But in defense of the preacher, it 
should be stated that most congrega
tions have been known to engage in 
repetition: repeating the same old sins 
of indifference, unconcern, and selfish
ness.

Why do preachers repeat sermons? 
Perhaps you didn’t give much evi
dence that you heard them the first 
time.

It may be that the congregation is 
a little “hard of hearing.” You re
member that Jesus said, “they have 
ears to hear but they do not hear.”

When asked why he continued to 
preach the same sermon again and 
again, the young preacher who was 
in his first pastorate told his deacons: 
“Why should I preach another mes
sage? You still haven’t done what I 
asked you to do in my first sermon.”
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interpretation
By Herschel H. Hobbs

Was Jesus Mistaken?
“Verily I say unto you, This generation 

shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled” Luke 
21:32.

Some see this as related to Jesus’ second 
coming. They hold that He expected it to 
occur in that generation. Since it did not 
happen, they charge Him with error. But 
is this true to the facts?

This entire passage (Lk. 21:8-36) deals 
with two questions (v. 7). The former relates 
to the destruction of Jerusalem. The latter 
refers to Jesus’ second coming. In verse 32 
Jesus said that Jerusalem would be de
stroyed during that generation. It took place 
in A.D. 70. So Jesus was correct. The city 
will fall, even heaven and earth will pass 
away. But Jesus’ words will be fulfilled 
(v.33).

But in verse 34 Jesus changed His tone: 
“lest at any time.” This could refer to either 
the city’s destruction or to Jesus’ second 
coming. In either case His people should be 
watchful, avoiding sinful living.

Verse 36 ties this entire passage into a 
neat bundle. Literally, “But be sleeplessly 
alert in every season, praying constantly in 
order that ye may prevail to flee from all 
these things, the ones about to happen [de
struction of Jerusalem}, and to stand before 
the Son of man [second coming].”

This entire verse could apply to the re
turn of the Lord, except that one cannot 
flee from it. It makes better sense to apply 
the first part (“watch . . . worthy”) to both 
Jerusalem’s fall and the Lord’s return, the 
second part (“to escape . . . pass”) to the 
destruction of Jerusalem alone, and the 
third part (“to stand . . . man”) to the 
Lord’s return.

So rather than to charge Jesus with error, 
we should see how exactly He spoke. Truly, 
“heaven and earth shall pass away: but my 
words shall not pass away” (v.33).

CHILEANS PLEDGE
BEST DURING 1969

Laymen, pastors, and missionaries pledged 
to do their best in the 1969 hemispheric 
evangelistic campaign, the Crusade of the 
Americas, as Chilean Baptists held their 
61st annual convention in the First Baptist 
church of Concepcion, according to F. 
David Stull, Southern Baptist missionary.

Messengers from 107 churches and other 
church members and visitors at the three- 
day meeting heard David A. Nelson, pastor 
of First Baptist church, Owensboro, Ky., 
speak during evening services.

Devotional

Walk Humbly Before Thy God
Matt. 5:3-5; Luke 14:7-14; 16:19-31.

In the beatitudes, Jesus (1) describes the 
characteristics of His followers, and (2) 
points out how we may grow. This is a les
son in humility for Christians. Humility is 
not a national trait; neither is it a character
istic of the individual American. We are, 
let’s face it, a proud people, who hesitate 
to bow before God or man—to be abso
lutely truthful.

An humble person is one who recognizes 
one’s limitations. This is difficult to do.

I—THE BIBLE SAYS—
a: Matt. 5:3 “Blessed are those who feel 

poor in spiritual things, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to them.”

In the Greek the word is happy. Wuest 
says spiritually prosperous. A poor trans
lation from the Greek would be “Happy 
are those who are destitute of riches and 
abundance concerning themselves and their 
abilities—and know it—for they turn 
heavenward for their strength.”

The word in the Greek for poor is re
duced to beggary, mendicants. The equiva
lent word in the Hebrew translation into 
Greek in the Septuagint is for affliction and 
misery.

Spirit—spirit as distinguished from out
ward show or form. The dative is used to 
denote the locality where one does or suffers 
something by the power and aid of the 
spirit.

This is a picture of a person humbled 
by the knowledge that apart from God'they 
are nothing, have nothing. This is perhaps 
what Jesus meant by self-denial?—+d6ny 
Himself! The ultimate concern is man’i^atti- 
tude toward himself. . f

II—THE HUMBLE ARE:
a—Those who ask no gain. Whose high

est motive is to serve God.
b—Those who recognize they are sinners 

saved by grace—this very knowledge makes 
them all the happier.

c—Known by their helpful attitudes.
d—Know their weaknesses.
e—Those whose daily living counts most 

for God. 1—kindness, 2—thoughtfulness, 3 
—generosity—rooted in humility.

Ill—IN HUMILITY THERE IS: a— 
knowledge, b—strength, c—increased useful
ness.

Humility is a characteristic—assumed by 
the godly. There is no concession to weak
ness in humility.

It is an attribute which is not dependent 
upon the externals of social position, wealth, 
fame, honour—but upon God.

One writer notes “The Roman Empire 
denied the poor many privileges. In Christ’s 
kingdom, they almost have a priority.” This 
we must never forget. (James A. Lester)
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
(One of a series)

DIVORCE AND SIN
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

A proper understanding of the Biblical 
conception of marriage and the home on 
the one hand, and of sin on the other hand, 
will convince some that sin is involved in 
every divorce.

The Bible clearly reveals that God’s origi
nal purpose and his ultimate ideal for the 
home was and is the union of one man and 
one woman as husband and wife for life.

On the other hand, a word for sin in 
the Old Testament and a comparable 
one in the New Testament that are 
both particularly significant for our 
purpose mean “to miss the mark.” Any 
time an individual or a God-ordained 
institution misses the mark that God 
has set, it is sin.
Since God’s mark or purpose for the 

home was and is the lifetime union of hus
band and wife, divorce on any grounds in
volves sin. In addition, there are sins of 
various kinds that may contribute to the sin 
of divorce.

Pastors and other marriage counsellors 
know when a divorce has occurred or is 
threatened that, with rare exceptions, both 
husband and wife must share in the re
sponsibility for the divorce. There is seldom 
if ever a completely innocent party in a 
conflict that leads to divorce. Most of the 
responsibility may be on one side or the 
other, but both have sinned and come short 
of the purposes of God—they have “missed 
the mark.”

Either husband or wife may sin sim
ply by not being willing to make ad
justments, by being unwilling to work 
as hard as he or she should to make 
the marriage succeed. In other words, 
the husband and wife should be re
minded that there are sins of omission 
as well as commission.
Also, one or both partners may sin by 

refusing to acknowledge his or her responsi
bility for the failure of their marriage. It is 
a sin to shift to others the responsibility 
that properly belongs to us.

Closely akin to the preceding is the fact 
that repentance and forgiveness are essen
tial in any mutually satisfying human rela
tions. There is no relation where these are 
more important than in the home. Insofar 
as a lack of either or both of these has been 
a factor in the divorce, sin is involved.

It is possible that so much emphasis has 
been given to adultery as a factor in di
vorce that some couples may think of it as 
the only sin that is involved in a divorce. 
Let us repeat that divorce itself is a sin and 
that sins of varying degrees of seriousness 

may be contributing factors to the sin of 
divorce.

One other word needs to be said 
about sin and divorce. The sin of di
vorce and the sins that contribute to 
divorce are not unpardonable sins. This 
sin and these sins, like other sins, can be 
forgiven. God can and wants to forgive 
every sin, including the sin of divorce. 
The latter is true regardless of the rea
son for the divorce.
If men and women who have been di

vorced are to have the Father’s forgiveness 
they must seek it. One factor in seeking 
God’s forgiveness is genuine repentance for 
sins that have been factors in the divorce 
and repentance for the divorce itself. The 
forgiveness that is available from God if one 
will genuinely repent must be appropriated.

Entirely too many Christian men and 
women seemingly do not believe that God 
has forgiven them when the basic problem 
is that they have not forgiven themselves. 
And there is no forgiveness of self without 
a prior acknowledgement of guilt.

Children's Homes

"PRAISED BY HIS COACH"
By James M. Gregg 

Executive Director
Gary Johnson, along with his sibling, 

has lived at our Chattanooga Home most of 
his life. He is a senior at Tyner high 
school this year where he has been a crack 
football quarterback. His coach, Ed Mc
Broom, was quoted in a Chattanooga paper 
concerning Gary, as follows: “I thing he is 
the finest and most underrated quarterback 
in the city. Gary is one of the best boys 
I’ve coached in my 18 years. He is a 
gentleman at all times, and never gives any 
of his teachers a cause to worry. He is the 
type of boy I’d like all students to be. He 
is a natural leader both on and off the 
field.”

Gary is vice-president of his senior class, 
chaplain of the Key Club, a member of the 
Student Council and Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and he has a better than “B” 
average in school work.

We are proud of Gary and all of our 
children. Your prayers and financial sup
port make such individuals possible. Thank 
you Tennessee Baptists!

Chaplain Group Undergoes 
Name Change, Expands

NEW ORLEANS—The Southern Baptist 
Association of Hospital Chaplains, meeting 
here, voted to change its name and expand 
its organization to include any Baptist min
ister who serves as a health care, penal, 
industrial, correctional or governmental 
chaplain.

New name for the organization is the 
Association of Baptist Chaplains.

The group met here in connection with a 
related session of the American Protestant 
Hospital Association Convention. John B. 
Cheshire Jr., of the Baptist hospital in Pen
sacola, Fla., is president of the newly-named 
Association of Baptist Chaplains.

Cheshire explained that government chap
laincy was added to cover men serving po
lice, fire, or governmental agencies as chap
lains.

The organization is also now open to any 
Southern Baptist minister who serves as a 
denominational employee with direct in
terest in, or responsibility for a chaplaincy 
ministry.

Cheshire said that chaplains who qualify 
for membership under the expanded organi
zation who have not in the past been mem
bers could contact him, or Walter Jackson, 
secretary-treasurer of the association, at 
Kentucky Baptist hospital in Louisville, con
cerning membership information. (BP)

Franklin Home Names 
Director Of Activities

Clifton Allen McClendon, III, is the 
new director of activities at the Franklin 
branch of the Children’s Home. This in
cludes recreation and athletics. McClendon, 
30, served as recreation director last sum
mer. He is a graduate of Donelson high 
school, and Belmont college. He has taught 
physical education and sixth grade classes in 
the Nashville-Davidson County Schools for 
the past six and one half years. He and his 
wife, Martha, have two children, Matt six 
and Craig two.

McClendon’s position was held by Robert 
Nelson, who was promoted to director of 
cottage life and assistant superintendent of 
the Franklin Home.

Teen-age girl to bearded boyfriend: 
“Mom and Dad are at that awkward age: 
too young for social security and too old 
for social revolution.”
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SBC Membership Reaches 11.3 Million 
Organizations Down, Gifts Increase

NASHVILLE—Church membership in the Southern Baptist Convention increased to 
11.3 million during 1968, the denomination’s research and statistics department reported 
here in its annual report.

Although total church membership increased 189,503 over the 1967 membership figures, 
decreases were reported in Sunday School, Brotherhood (laymen’s groups), and Woman’s 
Missionary Union organization enrolments, and in the number of baptism.

The statistics were based on reports from 34,295 churches affiliated with the nation’s 
largest Protestant denomination. The number of churches was up 148 from the number re
ported last year.

The research and statistics department of the SBC Sunday School Board, which tabulated 
the report, estimated that churches affiliated with the SBC contain 43 per cent of the mem
bership of all Baptist churches in the nation.

Ranked second, according to the esti
mate, was the National Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., Inc., said Martin Bradley, secretary 
of the department.

The number of churches increased by 
148 over the 1967 report, but the increase 
was 50 less than the increase in 1967. A net 
increase was reported for cities of 10,000 or 
more population, but all location classifica
tions of less than 10,000 population reported 
a net loss.

The number of baptisms (conversions) re
ported by SBC churches was 373,025. Al
though this is 5912 less than the 1967 fig
ure, it is one of the higher totals in recent 
years, Bradley reported.

Decreases Noted—Gifts Increase
Decreases were reported in enrolments of 

Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Woman’s 
Missionary Union organizations. Music min
istry enrolment increased for the third con
secutive year.

Because of new reporting methods for 
Training Union (church training) enrolment 
and necessary validation of these figures, 
enrolment for Training Union will be re
ported separately at a later date, Bradley 
said.

Sunday School enrolment dropped by 33,- 
690 to a new total of 7,545,513. This repre
sents the fourth consecutive annual decrease 
after 22 consecutive years of increase.

Vacation Bible School enrolment to
taled 3,227,705, a drop of 212,620. The 
decrease in the number of schools con
ducted was 1872 to a total of 28,829.
The Brotherhood (men and boys’ missions 

organization) had an enrolment of 448,738, 
a decrease of 9032.

Woman’s Missionary Union (missions or
ganization for women and girls) reported an 
enrolment of 1,407,673, a decrease of 36,- 
791.

Music ministry enrolment continued to in
crease, but not as rapidly as last year. An 
increase of 19,160 brought its total to 1,- 
038,290. The amount of increase was 54,- 
966 less than the 74,126 increase for 1967.

Giving by Southern Baptists contin
ued upward. Total tithes, offerings, and 
special gifts amounted to $761,898,- 
138, up more than $50 million. Contri
butions to missions increased more than 
$7 million to a new record of $128,-

w ^Kf

t'

025,859. Tithes, offerings and special 
gifts averaged $67.23 per member. Mis
sions gifts showed a total of $11.30 
per church member.
Property value of churches increased, but 

construction decreased. Property value 
climbed to $3,657,097,050, an increase of 
$162 million.

The amount spent on construction of lo
cal churches and missions decreased by $25 
million to $129,976,060. Local mission con
struction costs were $4,268,246, a decrease 
of $2 million.

Pastors Have Other Jobs
More than 10,000 churches reported that 

their pastors have other jobs, either full or 
part-time, apart from their churches. Full- 
time employment of this type was reported 
as 7320; part-time, 3000.

The statistics reflect only those figures re
ported by the churches, with no adjustments 
made for incomplete reports, Bradley said. 
He added that the reports were carefully 
edited and requests were made to churches 
for verifications and correction of question
able items. (BP)

Jack Brown, center, spoke to a recent 
meeting of the Shelby County Baptist Pas
tors’ Conference at Bellevue'church, Mem
phis. Brown was a dope addict for 30 years, 
served time in Levenworth, San Quentin, 
Alcatraz, Lexington and McAlister peni
tentiaries for a total of 17 years, spent three 
years in solitary confinement and four years 
on death row. He has been a Christian for 
four years and travels everywhere (on in
vitation), telling what the grace of God has 
done for him. He flew to Memphis from 
Chilhowee association where he spent a 
week speaking to youth groups (5000 school 
children heard him). On the right is Horace 
Gennoe, missionary in Chilhowee association 
and David Walker, left, full-time evangelist 
from Cleveland who helped work out en
gagements for Brown in Memphis. The for
mer prison mate of Al Capone, “Birdman”, 
“Machinegun” Kelly and C. Chessman is 
writing a book entitled, “Monkey Off My 
Back”. He led 2000 persons to Christ the 
first year he was a Christian.

Summary of 1968 Southern Baptist Convention Statistics
*

1968 1967
Numerical 

change
Percent 
change

Associations................... 1,196
34,295 

373,025
531,351

11,332,229 
7,545,513 
3,227,705

1,187
34,147

378,937
541,391

11,142,726
7,579,203
3,439,325

457,770
1,444,464

9 .8
Churches ............._ .... .. . 148 0.4
Baptisms . __  . ___ _ -5,912

-10,040
189,503

-33,690
-212,620

-9,032
-36,791

-1.6
Additions by Letter ___  __  - _____ -1.9
Total Membership .... ___ _ 1.7
Sunday School Enrolment ______  __ -0.4
Vacation Bible School Enrolment____ -6.2
Brotherhood Enrolment ___ ____  - 448,738

1,407,673**
-2.0

Woman’s Missionary Union Enrolment .. -2.5
Music Ministry Enrolment ____ ____ - 1,038,290 

761,898,138 
128,025,859

1,019,130 
$ 711,775,365 
$ 120,454,869

19,160 
$ 50,122,773 
$ 7,570,990

1.9
Tithes, Offerings. Special Gifts _  . _$ 7.0
Mission Expenditures __  _  _  — _ $ 6.3
Per Capita Tithes, Offerings,

Special Gifts __— $ 67.23 $ 63 88 $ 3.35
$ .49

5.2
4.5Per Capita Mission Expenditures-------- $ 11.30 $ 10.81

Church Prnnc.rtv Value _ __  _ _$3.657.097.050 $3,495,020,717
$ 155,209,065 -

$162,076,333
-$ 25,233,005

4.6
-16.3NeW Construction, Local Church -------- $

New Construction,

J J 9

129,976,060

Eoral Church Mission____ _______$ 4,268,246 $ 6,482,565 -

addition to statistics for churches.
-$ 2,214,319 -34.2

♦♦Includes hospital and campus YWA’s in
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Belmont College To Launch 
$1,500,000 Campaign March 1

Dr. Gabhart

Belmont college will launch a $1,500,000 
campaign March 1, under the direction of its 
president, Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, and the 

Board of Trustees. The 
campaign, authorized by 
the Executive Board of 
the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention on Sept. 26, 
1 9 6 7, will continue 
through Oct. 31.

An appeal will be made 
to individuals, business 
concerns, foundations 
and Baptist churches in 
Middle Tennessee.

Named as chairman of 
the Baptist Churches Di

vision of the campaign is Harry E. Moore, 
Jr., pastor of the Pleasant Heights Baptist 
church of Columbia, and a trustee of Bel
mont.

Of the $1,500,000 to be raised, $500,000 
will be earmarked for expendable endow
ment. This will be used over a five-year 
period for urgent facilities and faculty re
cruitment and stabilization. Also, $500,000 
will be used for the acquisition of needed 
property adjacent to the campus and the 
development of acquired property and pres
ent facilities.

Another $500,000 will be designated to 
match a challenge gift of the Jack C. Mas
sey family for the new Business Administra
tion Building. Massey is Chairman of the 
Board of Kentucky Fried Chicken Corpora
tion and the Hospital Corporation of Amer
ica.

Speaking of the urgency of immediate 
response, President Gabhart said, “Our most 
crucial need is the refinement of our aca
demic image and the recruitment of addi
tional topnotch faculty as well as the stabili
zation of our present faculty.

The amount for expendable endowment 
will be used to provide improved office and 
classroom facilities and the enlistment of 
additional well-qualified personnel. This 
$500,000 will match Massey’s offer of 
$50,000 a year for 10 years to supplement 
costs of faculty salaries in the Business 
Department.

Among Belmont’s most pressing needs 
are: science building, student center, pur
chase of land adjacent to the campus, and 
the development of 600 acres at Monterey 
given by Fred D. Wright, chairman of the 
board. $500,000 of the $1,500,000 will help 
the college to continue in the direction of 
providing more adequate buildings, labora
tories, classroom equipment and library 
holdings.

At the dedication of the Massey audi
torium and Fine Arts Building on April 21, 
1968, Massey and his family announced the 
$1,200,000 gift proposal. The gift proposal 
included, in addition to the faculty sup

plement, a deed to the site for the proposed 
Business Administration Building. The site, 
valued at $200,000, is directly across Bel
mont boulevard from the college. Also in
cluded in the offer was $500,000 toward 
the construction of the building. This car
ries a stipulation that $500,000 be raised to 
match the construction offer.

Explaining why his family chose to give 
money for the Business Administration 
Building. Massey said that the upper ranks 
of the companies with which he is connected 
are staffed with people recruited from dis
tant areas. “Young people who had the op
portunity to train in this field at Harvard, 
Yale, Stanford and others, have always en
joyed a considerable advantage over those 
who received their business education in the 
South,” he said.

Ernest J. Moench, prominent business
man and president of Tennessee Tufting 
Company of Nashville will serve as Chair
man of the Business Division of the cam
paign. Moench is a member and deacon of 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church, a director 
of First American National Bank and a 
member of The Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Home Missions Offering 
Jumps About 15 Per Cent

ATLANTA—Southern Baptists’ Annie 
Armstrong Offering for Home Missions in 
1968 increased 15 percent over a perplex
ing lag in 1967, hopefully creating enough 
momentum to reach 1969’s $614 million 
goal, Board officials said here.

Total collections of $4,682,555 revealed 
an increase for all areas except two—Colo
rado and Oregon-Washington, according to 
Arthur B. Rutledge, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the denomination’s Home Mis
sion Board here.

Rutledge said the 1968 figure shows a 
specific increase over 1967 of $594,085— 
the largest dollar increase in the offering’s 
history.

He explained that Colorado had reported 
contributions from Wyoming, Montana, 
North and South Dakota up until 1968 
when these states formed the Northern 
Plains Convention. Therefore, the decrease 
in Colorado’s reported figure is accounted 
for in the $7630 reported separately from 
the new Northern Plains Convention.

Rutledge attributed the increase mainly 
to three factors:

A renewed realization that the annual of
fering provides almost half the financial 
support of the denomination’s major home
land missions efforts; promotion of estab
lishing 500 new churches (Project 500); and 
also promotion of the international Crusade 
of the Americas now in full swing.

He said he really could not even theo
rize what might have caused the 1967 lag,

Missionary C. Benton Williams of Thai
land will speak at the State YWA Breakfast 
to be held at 7:00 a.m. at Belmont college 
cafeteria, March 1. The breakfast is in con
junction with the State Youth Evangelism 
Conference meeting in Nashville, Feb. 28- 
March 1.

Southwestern Reports 
85 Tennessee Students

FORT WORTH—Among the 2036 stu
dents enroled at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary for the 1968-69 year 
are 85 from Tennessee.

This year’s enrollment is the largest in 
six years and the first time the total has ex
ceeded 2000 since 1963-64.

Included in this number are 1236 students 
in the School of Theology, 610 in the 
School of Religious Education and 190 in 
the School of Church Music. New students 
enrolling in the seminary number 672, the 
largest number of new students enrolling in 
five years.

The School of Church Music enlisted the 
largest number of students in the history of 
the music school. Southwestern is the first 
seminary school of church music in the na
tion with membership in the National As
sociation of Schools of Music. Membership 
was granted in November, 1966.
and indicated that the 1969 goal will be dif
ficult to reach because the goal was set in 
long-range planning on the assumption that 
the 1967 and 1968 goals would be met.

The larger goals were undertaken as a 
part of the observance of the 1968-69 con
vention-wide emphasis on evangelism and 
world missions, Rutledge explained.

In 1969 the first $4,850,000 is earmarked 
for support of the outlined Home Mission 
Board programs as well as special missions 
projects.

Of the remaining $2 million, $114 mil
lion is earmarked for Project 500 and $150,- 
000 to assist in providing critically-needed 
Christian social ministries not otherwise pro
vided for in the budget. (BP)
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EDITORIALS_____
Gift Increases

Tennessee Baptists, under the leadership of Secretary 
Kendall, are to be commended for the significant advance 
in cooperative giving for January. Total receipts for Janu
ary in the office of the executive secretary-treasurer were 
$1,400,610.18. Of this amount, $657,813.08 was ear
marked for the Cooperative Program, and a record check 
for $927,620.11 from the Executive Board of the Con
vention has been forwarded to the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

The gifts for January represent a $70,771.13 increase 
in Cooperative giving over January, 1968, and an increase 
of $91,242.87 increase in designated giving over January, 
1968, for a total increase of $162,014.

It is to be hoped that this healthy trend in giving will 
continue. Increased inflationary trends, higher interest 
rates and other economic factors make evident the neces
sity of increased giving just to keep on an even keel. Con
tinued growth in the ministries of Tennessee Baptists 
therefore requires substantial increases in gifts through 
the churches for the cause of Christ.

The old saying “You can’t outgive God,” still is true.

For "Moth and Rust"or Eternity
- — - - - — - - -    —x-i »w wrr

Crusade Telecasts

Considerable expense and energy has been directed 
into the production of three telecasts designed to arouse 
community interest in, and support for the Crusade of 
the Americas. The Home Mission Board, and the Radio 
and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention have cooperated in production of these telecasts 
featuring Paul Harvey as narrator and host, and messages 
by Evangelist Billy Graham.

In each of his messages, Graham will stress the Cru
sade of the Americas theme, “Christ The Only Hope.” 
Format of the program is designed to secure and hold a 
large audience.

The telecasts are scheduled for five Tennessee stations 
in March and April. (See information page 12.) They can 
be of great value to pastors and churches in preparation 
for the Crusade. Promotion of these programs is encour
aged. We believe they are worthwhile.

Cause For Gratitude

The Herbert Caudills and the David Fites are safely in 
the United States. The dramatic return (Baptist And Re
flector, Feb. 13) followed two years imprisonment and 
two years house arrest for Caudill, and four years im
prisonment for Fite. For Dr. Caudill, who is 65, the return 
brings opportunity for retirement from a long, distin
guished period of service for Our Lord. Thirty-five years 
of his service have been spent in Cuba, which for he and 
Mrs. Caudill surely must be home. For Mr. Fite, the re
turn affords opportunity for continued service in other 
fields following a time of rest.

There is every reason to believe that these men and 
their families rendered honourable and faithful witness 
during trial and imprisonment. Tennessee Baptists would 
join with all Southern Baptists in expressing gratitude to 
Our Lord for their return, and in expressing appreciation 
for their witness.

Behind-the-scenes efforts to bring about their release 
have been continual. Appreciation is due the State De
partment of the United States and the Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Southern Baptists have, historically, taken a peculiar 
interest in missionary endeavor in Cuba. The returnees 
indicate that the Baptist witness for the cause of Christ 
still is evident. We pray that the seed of the Word of God 
sown in Communist Cuba by these two families, by faith
ful Cuban pastors, and by missionaries before them may 
continue to find fertile soil.
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SBC Program To Emphasize 
Evangelism and Social Ethics

NEW ORLEANS—The 1969 session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention scheduled 
here June 10-13 will emphasize both evan
gelism and social ethics, the committee 
which planned the convention program has 
announced.

The proposed agenda for the annual meet
ing of the 11-million member convention 
was released by the convention’s committee 
on order of business, headed by Richard 
Kay, director of the church services division 
of the Southern Baptist General Convention 
of California in Fresno, Calif.

Citing an effort to obtain a balanced pro
gram for the four-day session, the commit
tee pointed out that the Friday afternoon 
and Friday evening closing sessions of the 
convention will feature an evangelistic em
phasis being planned and conducted by con
vention president W. A. Criswell of Dallas 
and the SBC Home Mission Board.

The Friday morning session will em
phasize “the much discussed area of 
social ethics and related areas” with 
both the reports of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs in Wash
ington, and the SBC Christian Life 
Commission, in addition to the report 
of the resolutions committee.
The committee’s statement also pointed 

out that they believed Southern Baptists 
“should not always just ‘hear from ourselves’ 
but should periodically hear from those out
side our own convention constituency.”

The two “outside” speakers, both Baptists 
from other conventions, enlisted by the com
mittee were S. M. Lockridge, Negro pastor 
of the Calvary Baptist church in San Diego, 
Calif.; and Culbert Rutenber, president of 
the American Baptist Convention and pro
fessor at Andover-Newton Theological semi
nary, Newton Centre, Mass.

In announcing the two “outside” speakers, 
the committee said: “There are no hidden 
meanings or motives, just a desire to be ex
posed to what is around us so we can more 
effectively relate in our total work.”

The committee on order of business also 
pointed out that special emphasis will be 
made on Wednesday evening to a “Shaping 
the Seventies Presentation” by the SBC 
Sunday School Board, Woman’s Missionary 
Union and Brotherhood Commission, in an 
effort to explain and interpret “forthcoming 
major developments which will relate to all 
churches.”

Committee members said they made 
a serious attempt this year to begin to 
rotate the report time of the boards 
and agencies of the convention, “since 
some reporting times are more desir
able than others.”

Other major addresses at the convention 
will be delivered by Southern Baptist min
isters.

The four-day convention will open Tues
day evening, June 10, with the annual con
vention sermon by Scott L. Tatum, pastor 
of Broadmoor Baptist church in Shreveport, 
La., and the annual president’s message by 
Criswell, pastor of First Baptist church, 
Dallas.

Other major addresses are slated by John 
Bob Riddle, pastor of Central Baptist church 
in Birmingham, and W. R. White, retired 
president of Baylor university in Waco, Tex.

15 th Royal Ambassador
Chattanooga, April 4-5

The 15th annual Royal Ambassador 
Congress will be held April 4-5 beginning 
with registration at 9 a.m., Friday morning, 
at First Baptist church, Chattanooga, ac
cording to the Brotherhood Department, 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Roy J. 
Gilleland, Jr., secretary.

Joe Powell, of Jackson, president of 
Tennessee Royal Ambassadors, will preside 
over the sessions of the two-day congress.

Program personalities include Bunny 
Martin, World’s Yo-Yo Champion who is 
presently minister of youth education at the 
First Baptist church, San Antonio, Tex., 
and Carlos Owens, of Paris, Tenn., mis
sionary to Tanzania, East Africa. Other 
speakers will share the program.

Congress attendants will have the op
portunity to view various displays this year: 
campcraft; free materials available to Royal 
Ambassador chapters from the Home Mis
sion Board and the Foreign Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
projects by individuals and chapters placed 
in competition.

The Friday afternoon session will be 
devoted to a Speakers’ Tournament for 
Crusaders (boys 9-11); Pioneers (boys 
12-14); and Ambassadors (boys 15-17).
The winner will receive a $200 scholar
ship, to be used for education in a 
Tennessee Baptist Convention college.

John R. Bisagno, pastor of the First 
Southern Baptist church in Dill City, Okla., 
a suburb of Oklahoma City, will be the 
speaker at the Friday night evangelistic serv
ice. The church where Bisagno is pastor, led 
the SBC in the number of baptisms (conver
sions) last year.

A total of three hours, 35 minutes is 
slated for miscellaneous business and elec
tion of officers, not including the reports of 
committees, boards, and agencies. The by
laws require that at least one-third of the 
time for consideration of all reports before 
the convention shall be reserved for dis
cussion from the floor.

The committee recommending the agenda 
was comprised of Kay, chairman; J. William 
Angell of Winston-Salem, N. C.; Horace 
Chapman of Columbia, S. C.; J. Norris Pal
mer of Baton Rouge, La.; Elmer Ruark of 
Salisbury, Md.; Robert S. Scales of Okla
homa City, Okla.; and Criswell. (BP)

Congress Set In

Music for the congress will be under 
the direction of Harry Hampsher, minister 
of music, Brainerd church, Chattanooga. 
Features of the music program will include 
a hundred voice boys’ choir composed of 
Royal Ambassadors in Hamilton county as
sociation and a hand bell choir from First 
church, Kingsport.

Hamilton county association is spon
soring the congress. Ed Robinette, associa- 
tional Brotherhood president, Al Davis, 
associational educational director and 
Shelley Bostick, associational Royal Am
bassador leader are working together to 
form the committees responsible for the 
planning and promotion of the congress.

The Royal Ambassadors of Tennessee are 
buying equipment for the Baptist hospital 
in Hong Kong as their special mission 
project this year.

According to William Highsmith, Royal 
Ambassador secretary, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, an attendance of approximately 
2500 is expected at this year’s congress.

The Cooperative Program is best for a 
church collectively, and for the members 
individually. It challenges a church to give 
increasing percentages of budget receipts to 
world mission support. Unquestionably, the 
more a church gives to world-wide causes, 
the more it prospers at home.

Thursday, February 20, 1969 Page 7



Tennessee News Briefs |

W. H. Parrott recently celebrated his 
14th anniversary as pastor of First church, 
Powell. The church honored the Parrotts 
with a reception and a gift.

Midway church, Holston association, or
dained Lonzo Shelton as a deacon. Carl 
Roberts is pastor.

First church, Clarksville, has ordained
Dr. David Morton as a deacon.

Immanuel church, Cumberland associa
tion, ordained Robert Lee Davis as a dea
con.

John P. S. Humphrey, pastor, Hillcrest 
church, Cumberland association, led First 
church, Charlotte, in a revival which re
sulted in 26 professions of faith. Ronald 
Durham is pastor.

Ted E. Davis is the new pastor of Good
springs church, Etowah. He formerly served 
as pastor of Pleasant Grove church, Mary
ville. He is a graduate of Carson-Newman 
college and Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky. The Davis’ have 
three girls.

Trinity church, Manchester, has called 
Herbert L. Kinmon as pastor. A graduate 
of New Orleans Baptist Theological semi
nary, he comes to Tennessee from Pearl 
River, La., and has pastored churches in 
Mississippi and Louisiana. The Kinmons 
have two children, Stanford, 10 and a mar
ried daughter who lives on the Gulf Coast.

First church, Etowah, has called Jack D. 
Whitson, associate pastor of the First 
church, Aiken, S. C., as pastor. He attended 
Carson-Newman college and graduated from 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. A former Tennessee pastor, 
Whitson is married to the former Martha 
Brown of Chattanooga. They have four chil
dren.

Mansfield church, Western District asso
ciation, has licensed Rainey Edwards and 
Billy Smith to the gospel ministry.

Woodstock church, Memphis,- has called 
Mrs. Thurman Prewett as director of educa
tion and youth. Mrs. Prewett is the wife of 
Dr. Thurman Prewett, director of education 
and promotion for the Shelby County asso
ciation. R. L. Fitts is pastor.

New Hope church, Western District asso
ciation, has called Ray Provow as pastor. 
The church ordained him recently to the 
ministry.

Ulysess Brooks is serving as missionary 
of Cumberland Gap association on a part- 
time basis. He is making his home in Taze
well.

C. Ferris Jordan, consultant, adult sec
tion, Sunday School department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, is serving as interim pastor 
of Woodbury church, Salem association.

Laurence A. and Nancy (formerly Nancy 
Applewhite of Jackson) Walker, Southern 
Baptist missionary appointees to South 
Brazil, have begun language study in Cam
pinas (address: Caixa 679, Campinas, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil). Prior to appointment in 
1968, he was office manager and accountant 
for a construction company in Memphis.

Three missionary journeymen in Argen
tina, Saundra Bushey, Raymond Pople (na
tive of Memphis serving as music and youth 
worker for International Baptist church, 
Buenos Aires) and Anita Young have a new 
address: Bolanos 141, Buenos Aires, Argen
tina.

Huron church, Beech River association, 
has called Bill Northcutt, student at Union 
university,' Jackson, as pastor.

Hillcrest church, Nashville, has called 
Ray Abbott as pastor. He has served in the 
film division, Billy Graham Evangelistic as
sociation and as pastor in Danville, Ky.

W. C. Garland, pastor of First church, 
Humboldt, for over 10 years, has resigned 
to accept the pastorate of the First Baptist 
church, Florence, Ala. During his ministry 
at Humboldt, the church’s annual budget 
has increased from $65,000 to $110,000; 
one mission has been organized and prop
erty acquired for mission to build and there 
have been 757 additions to the church mem
bership, 310 by baptism, 432 by letter and 
15 by statement. His denominational service 
has included membership on the Executive 
Board, Tennessee Baptist Convention.

MERCER UNIVERSITY
SEEKS FEDERAL GRANTS

MACON, Ga.—The Mercer university 
board of trustees in a Feb. 7 meeting unani
mously approved applying for federal grants 
to assist in constructing three buildings.

Applications for the grants include ap
proximately $182,000 (or one half of the 
projected construction costs of a performing 
arts auditorium), approximately $163,000 
for an infirmary and $225,000 to provide 
one half the cost of building a physical 
educational facilities building.

President Rufus C. Harris, in seeking 
permission to apply for the grants, told the 
trustees that the requests “in no sense was 
meant to be flauntive” of the Georgia Bap
tist convention which three times in recent 
years has voted against acceptance of fed
eral grants for colleges under its sponsor
ship.

“In fact,” Dr. Harris said, “this decision 
is made in the full realization that the Con
vention has done its duty in that it has ex
pressed its views on the matter, and realized 
now that the trustees must do their duty 
and make their decision in the light of their 
legal and moral responsibility, and in the 
light of accreditation requirements.”

The president pointed out to the trustees 
that the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools, the body which accredits the 
university, revised in November, 1967, its 
Standard II, which provided that policy 
decisions must be left to the trustees.

“While trustees may and should listen 
widely to advice and consider it fully, they 
must make the policy decisions of the col
lege,” Harris said. “This means precisely 
that the denomination can offer advice or 
express its wishes or preferences on all mat
ters involving the colleges. But it also means 
that such sponsoring bodies must realize that 
the ultimate and operating decisions must 
be left to the trustees.

Pointing out that Mercer faces a critical 
financial need, as do many private colleges, 
Harris said that the university has lost more 
than one million dollars by refusing federal 
funds in the past five or six years.

“Added to such a total were possible 
grants unavailable to use by national edu
cational foundations because we declined to 
used federal funds, plus other private gifts 
withheld by citizens who expressed their dis
turbance over our denial of government 
money,” Harris said.

A Mercer spokesman said the deadline 
for applying for federal grants is Feb. 15 
and indicated applications would be proc
essed immediately. (BP)

Barnard’s Grove church, Grainger County 
association, recently ordained Kenneth Cof
fey, Roy Carpenter and John C. Wolfe as 
deacons. Ruble Price is pastor.
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80,000 Help Launch Crusade 
Of The Americas

Mrs. Jane Soren (center), the only living messenger to the 1907 organizational 
meeting of the Brazilian Baptist Convention, was honored during the conven
tion’s 1969 meeting in Niteroi. She is seen here with her son, Dr. Joao F. Soren, 
and his wife. (Photo by Roberta E. Hampton)

An estimated 80,000 people turned out 
Jan. 25 for a rally in Rio de Janeiro’s Mara- 
cana Stadium to officially launch Brazilian 
Baptists’ part of the Crusade of the Amer
icas, hemispheric evangelistic campaign.

The rally was planned in connection with 
the annual assembly of the Brazilian Baptist 
Convention, held Jan. 23-29 in Niteroi, 
across Guanabara Bay from Rio. The as
sembly was the second largest in the 62-year 
history of the convention, with 2500 mes
sengers registered. (The record of 3035 was 
set in 1965).

Keynote speaker for the rally was Joseph 
H. Jackson, president of the National Bap
tist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., and pastor of 
Mt. Olivet Baptist church in Chicago. Joao 
F. Soren, pastor of Rio’s First Baptist 
church and ex-president of the Baptist World 
Alliance and the Brazilian Baptist Conven
tion, interpreted. During a brief invitation 
at the close of the service 100 persons made 
professions of faith in Christ.

A youth parade, led by a Baptist 
band, opened the rally. About 200 per

sons presented a pageant, and a 2500- 
voice choir, the band, and baritone 
soloist Luiz de Carvalho provided mu
sic. William H. Ichter, Southern Baptist 
missionary who composed the Crusade 
hymn tune, directed congregational 
singing.
Hopes to fill the 150,000-seat stadium 

(said to be the world’s largest) for the third 
time in this decade were thwarted by rain. 
Baptists packed the stadium in 1960, when 
Billy Graham spoke during the 10th Baptist 
World Congress, and again in 1965, when 
the Brazilian convention launched a national 
evangelistic campaign.

Rubens Lopes and other leaders of the 
Brazilian campaign envisioned the Crusade 
of the Americas, and the Southern Baptist 
Convention accepted the challenge of a hem
ispheric crusade at its 1965 meeting in Dal
las. Other Baptist conventions joined the 
effort. The first simultaneous meetings of the 
Crusade in Brazil will be held in the north
eastern state of Sergipe late in March.

Proposal To Move Franklin 
Home To Davidson Dropped

A recommendation that the Middle Ten
nessee branch of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Home remain at Franklin will be 
made to the Board of Trustees, according 
to James M. Gregg, Nashville, executive 
director of the homes.

The decision to remain at the present 
location was made by the Middle Tennes
see Advisory Committee, and followed a 
year-long study as to the feasibility of mov
ing the entire campus to a site in Davidson 
county. The home now is in adjoining 
Williamson county about half way between 
Brentwood and Franklin, and is located on 
a 465-acre tract.

The proposal to be made to the trustees 
includes the recommendation that all steps 
“necessary and proper to proceed with the 
cottage concept . . .” be taken. Gregg said 
this would involve if approved by proper 
committee plans for 10 cottages to house 10 
children each, and to be constructed at a 
cost of approximately $75,000 each. He 
added that revised master plan for growth 
of the Franklin campus was being prepared, 
and that this revision would include also an 
administration building and an activities 
building.

The recommendation to remain was at
tributed to increased availability of services 
and educational opportunities in Williamson 
county. When the proposal to move was 
made originally, it was felt that better 
educational opportunities, particularly voca
tional training, might be available in David
son county.

The board will also hear a request by the 
advisory committee to sell portions of the 
campus property, which currently is evalu
ated at some $2000 per acre, according to 
Gregg.

“There are two kinds of people, you 
know them, as you journey along on life’s 
track: the people who take your strength 
from you, and the people who give it all 
back.”

Baptist Mayor Honored
WASHINGTON—The Negro mayor of 

the nation’s capital, a Baptist has been 
awarded a brotherhood citation by the Na
tional Conference of Christians and Jews 
(NCCJ).

“I am optimistic about the city of Wash
ington,” Mayor Walter E. Washington told 
about 1200 persons gathered to honor him 
at the 1969 Brotherhood Citation dinner, 
sponsored by the NCCJ. (BP)
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New Books
Why I Preach That the Bible Is Literally 

True by W. A. Criswell; Broadman, $3.50, 
160 pp. This volume is the author’s testi
mony about how he feels about God’s Word 
and his observation of his own ministry and 
the ministries of others concerning the 
preaching of the Bible.

The Word Comes Alive by Wayne E. 
Ward; Broadman, $2.95, 112 pp. The au
thor describes five different ways to inter
pret the Bible and for each he presents an 
illustration that interprets one passage.

The New Times by Albert McClellan; 
Broadman, $1.50, 128 pp. A prophetic look 
at the challenge to the Christian church in 
the 1970’s.

Return to Heroism by Richard A. Johns; 
Broadman, $1.50, 127 pp. Dramatic, fic
tionalized story of the disciple who wrote 
Mark’s gospel.

ATTENTION: HIGHLIGHT YOUR HOME MISSION 
WEEK OF PRAYER WITH THIS NEW FILMSTRIP 
The time is short for making plans for the 
Week of Prayer March 2-9. Your Baptist Book 
Store has this filmstrip which was prepared 
by the Home Mission Board for this special 
week. It is especially suitable for Wednesday 
evening prayer services or Sunday services. 
“TIME OF CRISIS . . . TIME OF NEED” shows 
the Home Mission Board’s involvement in min
istries which confront the spiritual needs of 
our nation. It shows a relevant approach to the 
Christian Ministry in a changing society. The 
Crusade of the Americas and Project 500 are 
also shown as a part of this continuing pro
gram of work.
Don’t put it off. ORDER TODAY from your Bap
tist Book Store.

TIME OF CRISIS . . . TIME OF NEED 
Color, 86 frames, with recording (22h) $4.50 

A BAPTIST BOOK STORE 
Sermce with a Christian Distinction

"Good News" Television Show Reaches

Youth With Open Dialogue
By Robert O'Brien

SAN ANTONIO—Suddenly the color 
television screen is filled with young faces, 
belting out the “Good News” theme.

The scene fades to Jimmy R. Allen, 
pastor of the First Baptist church of San 
Antonio, who glances at a brief reminder 
written on his palm, and then sets the scene 
for 30 minutes of unique television pro
gramming.

Religious folk songs and conversation 
with teenagers are not unusual, but the way 
they’ve been combined in this joint produc
tion of WOAI-TV and the First Baptist 
church here is rare in TV programming.

Through the songs and candid, lively, 
no-holds-barred dialogue between Allen 
and the teenagers, the Christian out
look is brought to bear on topics rang
ing from “peace of mind” to the hard 
realities of drugs, drinking, Vietnam, 
race relations, cheating, the generation 
gap, alienated persons and other prob
lems confronting today’s youth.
Sometimes playlets or guest panelists are 

used as a change of pace. Almost always, 
it’s different from the usual type church- 
sponsored television show.

Allen and the church’s teenagers have 
been involved in this program—“Good 
News”—for about nine months. Already, 
positive results have surfaced.

A former member of the studio crew, 
through contact with Allen and the “Good 
News Kids”, sensed an unfilled need in his 
life. Before long, Allen said, he accepted 
Christianity and joined First Baptist church.

Results in the community have been 
harder to access. But one day Allen was 
in a restaurant where a waitress, who identi
fied herself as a Roman Catholic, recognized 
him.

“My husband teases me,” she said, “be
cause I always go to the six a.m. mass, 
come home and work in the garden, come

KM FIIUITIIRI!
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

WAGOXER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Phnu OH 5-2468 
Booneville. Atkaasas

inside at 8:30 and watch your program, and 
then go back to the garden.”

One of the most noticeable results, 
Allen observed, has been with the 
“Good News” kids—the church’s teen
agers who come down on Saturday 
night (and that’s a date night) to film 
the program to be shown at 8:30 on 
Sunday morning.
Molly Reddell, a 17-year-old high school 

senior, admits: “I didn’t have definite views 
on some issues. But Dr. Allen, in the dis
cussion, always manages to get across a 
point of view that’s worth thinking about.”

In fact, Allen’s goal is to generate 
“creative tensions” in the discussions which 
will lead the group and the audience to 
crystallize Christian principles. “Not only 
do we talk about issues,” he explained, “but 
we also try to arrive at something youngsters 
can do about them.”

Allen set out to disprove the misconcep
tion that teenagers skim only along the 
surface and fail to think deeply about 
issues.

A perceptive summation of the value of 
the “Good News” program by one of his 
group indicates Allen is right:

“You know,” the teenager said, 
“this show has helped us know each 
other better, and it’s made us more 
sensitive to the needs of others. We 
learned, for example, that maybe we 
shouldn’t ignore or laugh at ‘loners’ 
and people of other races, but try to 
be kind and treat them as Christians 
should.”
Skipper Allen, the pastor’s 15-year-old 

son, is closer to the situation than almost 
anyone else. He’s the fellow who has to 
live with it. He rides home with his father 
after the show and their conversation—or 
perhaps even spirited debates—continue.

But Skipper’s found a positive result, too. 
“You know, my father’s a pretty good guy,” 
he said.

Apparently, the other youth in the church, 
as well as the crew at the television station 
agree.

One Saturday night at the video-taping 
session, this sign, erected by the studio crew 
member who had become a Christian, 
greeted the pastor:

“Welcome Dr. Jimmy Allen, Swinging 
Rev. of Bapt. One.”

That groovy title meant one thing. Allen, 
the former secretary of the Texas Baptist 
Convention’s Christian Life Commission, 
and his church (“Bapt. One”) had been ac
cepted.

What more can a fellow ask? (BP)

Page 10 Baptist and Reflector



LETTER
TO THE EDITOR:

Sir:
“The Baptist World” of December, 1968, has an 

interesting article concerning the services of the 
Baptist world relief in giving some forms of re
lief to different peoples of the world in different 
situations of life—including relief to the Biafran 
Refugees. These gestures have my personal admira
tion and I intend to say “thank you” to them and 
also to some other philanthropic bodies—who 
demonstrate their concern at the strife of Christian 
children in Biafra. At this difficult period in 
the history of that young Christian country, ap
preciations for kind gestures are mostly uttered 
but rarely expressed.

However, these exercises of our fundamental 
Christian doctrine, provides all of us a discipline 
in straight thinking and gives us an assured and 
convinced feeling that—in any situation of a 
Christian-people’s lives, if there is virtue, if there 
is truth in their course, if there is justice in 
their strive-to-survive, and if there is hope in 
prayers to Heaven—then there is always the 
message that could mean joy and strength—As 
God’s Grace flows.

A word of gratitude as here expressed should 
mean a spur to all willing feet, an urge to sagging 
hearts, an inspiration for increasing efforts, and an 
encouragement to the fulfilment of a cause to the 
faith, for which we are all dedicated. Man’s glory 
is his reason. There is no church-test for character 
and firmness of will, but as appreciators, we can 
be sensitized—when Heaven’s Grace flows.

I do not think that in the present struggle. 
Biafra has any other ambition other than her 
people should exist and pursue their work and 
worship—just like any other people. In the con
cept of that objective, the ordeal has been ex
cruciating as her disabilities (in this her infant 
stage) are great. There are instances when tear
dropping Christian mothers find no outlet for the 
smoke of sorrows that settle in their supple hearts. 
There are occasions when all the gracious things 
which lend to life and human intercourse the 
beauty of serenity and comeliness seem to be on 
the wane. There are other times when even life 
and living seem to carry no more weight of reason; 
yet, faith has always sustained and hope has never 
failed to remind us all that the “Grace of God ever 
will flow”.

In the last 18 months, the Biafran situation has 
been widely distorted and her defensive struggles 
mis-represented and mis-interpreted. Her cause 
hastily tried and sentenced; sympathy was even 
repelled from her and her suppliant sighs won 
no weight of reason. Gradually, the presiding facts 
of the struggle are unfolding, believing-and-prac- 
ticing Christians no longer get satisfactions with 
the half-truths told them and are bound to be 
increasingly inquisitive about the sufferings and 
disabilities of that young Christian country.

There is increasing awareness of the loss of 
life of innocent Christian children whose souls 
know no Christ, and the Christian world would 
no longer sit serene with folded arms. However, 
as we watch these events with rainy-eyes and throb
bing hearts, we hope to Heaven, that these nights 
of morn will give place to the dawn of brighter 
days with characteristic rays of hope in a distant 
horizon.

Let me once again praise the efforts of the 
Baptist church for all her endeavours to live to 
her stand as “The Church That Friendship Built”. 
In this part of this great country, Baptist churches 
readily embrace into the fold of Christian fellow
ship all the inquiring humans and are widely and 
justifiably acclaimed as “a Church where visitors 
are strangers but once.” True—God’s Grace shall 
ever flow.

(Charles Onyebuagu, a student from Biafra, at
tending Tennessee Technological university, where 
he is a Junior majoring in business management.)

DRIVER

If you are a
NON-DRINKING

Here is your BEST BUY 
in Auto Insurance - 
Preferred Risk Plus
Offers all the protection of most standard auto policies—PLUS 
ADDITIONAL BROADER COVERAGES—AT LOWER PRICES than 
standard rates.

FOR TOTAL ABSTAINERS ONLY
(One beer a year is too many)

MORE PROTECTION
than offered in standard auto policies

LOWER PRICES
than standard rates

Look for your Preferred Risk Mutual agent 
under “Insurance” in the YELLOW PAGES

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Auto • Home • Church • Life 
6000 Grand Avenue • Des Moines, Iowa

Through the Cooperative Program every 
church member can become “involved” with 
the needs of people throughout the world 
as he gives a part of himself with the giving 
of his money. A church will continue to 
share in carrying out the Great Commission 
as it gives a percentage of its budget through 
the Cooperative Program.

\vyv\\vvwvvvvwavvwvwvvwv\xvvwvvvvv\vivwvvwvvavvvwvwvvwvvvwvvw

Fiber Glass Baptistries 
Repair Old and Build New 
Call 292-4029 or Write

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass
P.O. Box B94, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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HARVEY, GRAHAM TO SHARE 
IN CRUSADE COLORCASTS

Three entertaining, inspirational color 
telecasts will be shown in Nashville and in 
some 39 other cities across the nation as 
part of the massive Crusade of the Americas 
evangelism campaign.

Featuring noted commentator Paul Har
vey as narrator and host and the thought
provoking messages of Evangelist Billy 
Graham, the telecasts have been scheduled 
to coincide with local evangelistic Crusade 
meetings.

Themes for Dr. Graham’s TV comments 
will be “Youth,” “The Home” and “The 
Nation and the Individual’s Part in It.”

Crusade Theme Stressed

Harvey delivers a poignant monologue at 
the beginning of each show on a subject in 
keeping with the theme of that telecast.

In each of his messages, Dr. Graham 
will stress the Crusade of the Americas 
theme, “Christ the Only Hope.” This is not 
just a slogan, he says, but an historic fact— 
Christ is the only hope for every individual 
in this modern age.

Music is provided by the Singing Church
men of Oklahoma, comprised of music di
rectors from Oklahoma Baptist churches, a 
young singing group called The Tuneclip
pers from Oklahoma Baptist university, and 
soloist Joe Ann Shelton. Miss Shelton is 
program music director for the Radio-TV 
Commission and featured soloist on “The 
Baptist Hour” radio series.

Baptists Challenged

The Crusade of the Americas involves 
more than 25 million Baptists in the most 
far-reaching evangelistic effort in the his
tory of the denomination. It grew out of a 
two-year evangelism campaign staged by 
Brazilian Baptists in 1964-65.

Pastor Rubens Lopes of Sao Paulo, lead
er of the Brazilian push which produced 
more than 100,000 converts, challenged the 
Baptists of Brazil to lead out in a hemis
pheric campaign. The challenge was taken 
up throughout the Americas.

Some 38 Baptist bodies in 28 countries 
of North, Central and South America are 
participating.

Pastor Lopes is serving as president 
of the Crusade Central Coordinating 
Committee. Dr. Wayne Dehoney, for
mer president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is coordinator for North 
America.
The objectives of the Crusade, as set 

forth by the Central Coordinating Commit
tee, are: 1. A deepening of spiritual life 
within the churches, homes and individual 
Christians. 2. The evangelizing of the Amer
ican continents. 3. The establishment of true 

moral and spiritual bases for the betterment 
of mankind’s economic, social and physical 
welfare.

The three telecasts, representing the larg
est single evangelistic thrust of the two- 
continent crusade, were produced by South
ern Baptists’ Radio and Television Commis
sion, directed by Dr. Paul M. Stevens, in 
cooperation with the evangelism division of 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Purchase of TV time for the shows was 
underwritten by the evangelism division.

The schedule for stations in Tennessee is 
as follows:

CHATTANOOGA: Station WTVC—Chan
nel 9
March 16—12:30 p.m.
March 23—12:30 p.m.
March 30—12:30 p.m.

BRISTOL: Station WCYB—Channel 5
March 16—10:30 a.m.
March 23—10:30 a.m.
March 30—10:30 a.m.

KNOXVILLE: WBIR—Channel 10
March 31—8:30 p.m.
April 1—7:00 p.m.
April 3—7:00 p.m.

MEMPHIS: WHBQ—Channel 13
March 14—8:30 p.m.
March 15—6:30 p.m.
March 19—7:30 p.m.

NASHVILLE: WSIX—Channel 8
March 31—7:30 p.m.
April 1—8:30 p.m.
April 3—7:00 p.m.

CHORAL DIRECTOR . . . ZONDERVAN 
NOW OFFERS YOU ON LOCATION 

CUSTOM RECORDING 
AT A PRICE YOU WONZT BELIEVE!

We will come to your Church or School with the newest, most modern 
recording equipment to be found anywhere.

Finished product, including beautiful personalized label and 
jacket delivered to you in a matter of weeks.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE 
SINGCORD CORPORATION, RCA BLDG.

Suite 206, 17th Ave., So. Phone: 244-0872 (Area 615)
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

WE CAN ALSO RECORD ORCHESTRAS AND BANDS 
ALL RECORDINGS PRODUCED BY ...

JACK DAY, VICE-PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER

State Executive Secretaries
Elect Roberts New President

RALEIGH, N.C.—The executive secre
taries of 30 Baptist state conventions, meet
ing here for their annual session, elected as 
their president Ray Roberts, executive sec
retary of the State Convention of Baptists 
in Ohio, Columbus.

Roberts succeeds Robert Lee, executive 
secretary of the Louisiana Baptist Conven
tion, as head of the state convention execu
tive secretaries’ organization.

Elected vice president was Roy Gresham, 
executive secretary of the Baptist Conven
tion of Maryland, with offices in Lutherville; 
and elected secretary was James H. Smith, 
executive secretary of the Illinois Baptist 
State Convention in Carbondale, Hl.

The state convention executive secretaries 
met jointly with the editors of 30 Baptist 
state papers for an opening banquet, and 
then went into separate session to discuss 
internal matters of mutual concern. (BP)

Ashley Named Director 
Of Camp Ridgecrest

NASHVILLE—Monroe Ashley of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board staff 
here has been named director of Camp 
Ridgecrest for Boys in Ridgecrest, N. C., 
effective Feb. 15.

A native of Greenville, S. C., Ashley is 
a graduate of Furman university, Green
ville, S. C., and Southeastern Baptist The
ological seminary, Wake Forest, N. C.

Ashley has served as pastor of the Forest
ville Baptist church, Wake Forest, N. C., 
and Baptist chaplain at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro.

Since 1967 he has been management con
sultant, office of management services, Sun
day School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Camp Ridgecrest is owned and operated 
by the Sunday School Board of the South
ern Baptist Convention. (BP)
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The new Van Ness Auditorium, dedicated recently at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, is used for weekly board employe chapel services and 
other large group meetings. With a seating capacity of 1050, the auditorium 
has eight stained-glass panels depicting biblical parables and a large panel 
symbolizing the feeding of the 5000 and the ministries of the Sunday School 
Board. According to James L. Sullivan, executive secretary-treasurer of the 
board, “A long time ago we outgrew the old chapel, and never could the 
employes be assembled simultaneously in our own buildings. The new meeting 
hall has enabled us to resume our Friday morning services as all employes 
come together to worship and to pray in faith for the common causes that 
are on our hearts.” The auditorium is named in honor of Issac Jacobus Van 
Ness, third corresponding secretary and treasurer of the board, serving from 
1917 until 1935. Cost of renovation was in the excess of $700,000.

Cecil Carl McKelvey, Jr., of Henderson
ville, at left, accepts congratulations from 
Southern Baptist seminary president Duke 
K. McCall after receiving the seminary’s 
highest award in the school of Religious 
Education, the doctor of religious education 
degree. He is the son of Mrs. C. C. McKel
vey and the late Mr. McKelvey of Island 
Drive, Hendersonville. The degree was con
ferred during commencement exercises Jan. 
24.

Whatley Joins College, Was 
Kansas Loan, Head

WICHITA, Kan.—H. H. Whatley, execu
tive secretary-treasurer of the Kansas 
Southern Baptist Foundation since 1952 and 
head of the convention’s church loan as
sociation since 1957, has resigned to accept 
a position with Friends university here.

Whatley will work in the development 
office of the Quaker-owned university, 
serving as a “living endowment” officer.

His resignation will be effective Apr. 1. 
He has served the Kansas convention for 17 
years, first assuming responsibility for the 
foundation in 1952, becoming executive 
vice president of the loan association when 
it was created in 1957, and directing the 
convention’s church architecture department 
beginning in 1960.

He was executive vice president of the 
convention’s Church Loan Association at 
the time it faced a financial crisis last 
November when the convention asked the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board to 
take over the loan association’s operation 
to help save it from “a hopeless and 
insolvent condition.” (BP)

Glorieta, Ridgecrest Assemblies 
Release 1969 Summer Schedules

NASHVILLE—Glorieta and Ridgecrest 
Baptist Assemblies have released their con
ference schedules for 1969.

Glorieta, established in 1949, is located 
in Glorieta, New Mexico, near historic 
Santa Fe, and Ridgecrest, established in 
1907, is located in the Blue Ridge Moun
tains of North Carolina.

The assemblies offer conferences of in
terest to Baptists throughout the country. 
The 1969 schedule includes:

GLORIETA
June 5-11
Simultaneous Training Union Leadership & Training Union 

Youth Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
June 12-18
Simultaneous Training Union Leadership & Training Union

Youth Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
Workshop for Workers with Mentally Retarded
June 19-25
Simultaneous Sunday School and Training Union Leadership 

Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
Workshop for Workers with Mentally Retarded
June 26-July 2
Sunday School Leadership Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
July 3-9
Sunday School Leadership Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
July 10-16
Woman’s Missionary Union Conference
July 17-23
Young Woman’s Auxiliary Conference
July 24-30
Music Leadership Conference
July 31-Aug. 6
Home Missions Conference
Aug. 7-13
Bible Conference
Church Library Conference
Church Recreation Leadership Conf.
Church & Denominational Statistics & History Conference 
Christian Life Conference
Church Administration Conference
Aug. 14-20
Foreign Missions Conference
Aug. 21-27
Student Conference
Aug. 29-Sept. 1
Single Adult Conference

RIDGECREST
June 5-11
Student Conference
Youth Leader Lab
June 12-18
Music Leadership Conference
Youth Music Workshop
June 19-25
Music Leadership Conference
June 26-July 2
World Missions Conference
July 3-9
Foreign Missions Conference
July 10-16
Simultaneous Training Union Leadership & Training Union 

Youth Conf.
Vocational Guidance Lab
July 17-23
Simultaneous Training Union Leadership & Training Union 

Youth Conf.
Workshop for Workers with Mentally Retarded
Vocational Guidance Lab
July 23-24
Eastern Religious Education Asso.
July 24-30
Sunday School Leadership Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
Workshop for Workers with Mentally Retarded
July 31-Aug. 6
Sunday School Leadership Conference
Vocational Guidance Lab
Aug. 7-13
Woman’s Missionary Union Conference
Aug. 14-20
Home Missions Conference
Aug. 21-27
Bible Conference
Church Library Conference
Church Recreation Leadership Conf.
Church & Denominational Statistics History Conference 
Christian Life Conference
Church Administration Conference
Aug. 29-Sept. 1
Single Adult Conference
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Sunday School Lesson for February 23, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

PAUL'S APPROACH TO WITNESSING
Basic Passages: Acts 17:22-31; I Corinthians 1:17-18; 2:1-8
Focal Passages: I Corinthians 1:17-18; 2:1-8

Paul was one of the most profound think
ers of all times, yet he knew when to break 
down his thoughts into simple terms.

There was a young man who came from 
and returned to a rustic community where 
the educational level was quite low among 
the masses. He used big words, rarely ever 
heard in that community. In fact, some of 
them had never been heard there before. 
He advanced profound and complex con
cepts. He was holding a revival. There were 
no professions of faith. Somebody ventured 
to observe how brilliant he was and how 
learned. A country deacon aptly remarked, 
“If he is as smart as they say he is, why 
is it that he cannot simplify things so that 
we can understand what he means?”

Paul said a number of things difficult to 
understand but when it was necessary, he 
could simplify his forms of expression so 
that the most illiterate and naive could 
understand enough to be saved. He could 
communicate to all types, the most pro
found concepts of salvation when put in 
simple terms.

An Irish preacher says that a babe in 
Christ knows enough to tell another how to 
be saved. He knows what the disease is— 
sin. He knows what the cure is—The Cross. 
He knows what repentance and faith are, 
for he has exercised both. He knows that he 
has turned his whole being from sin and 
self-help and has trusted his whole being to 
the crucified and risen Christ for salvation.
PAUL'S PRIMARY PURPOSE
I Corinthians 1:17-18

It was not to baptize but to preach the 
gospel—the good news. Baptism is obeying 
the Lord our redeemer after He has saved 
us. Salvation is a prerequisite to baptism but 
baptism is not a prerequisite to salvation. 
Evidently some of the Corinthians were 
stressing baptism too much by transposing 
its position. See verses 14-16. They were 
not only magnifying the men who had bap
tized them but were placing much more 
emphasis on baptism than Paul. He won 
many to Christ but baptized few. In fact he 
was not certain how few. The Holy Spirit 
evidently did not think it wise to help his 
memory on this point.

He preached the cross not in the wisdom 
of the world. This would have obscured the 
significance of the cross, consequently, it 
would have nullified the efficacious work 
which God proposes for the cross. The 
preaching of the cross is utter foolishness to 
those who are perishing, who are blinded 
by the wisdom of this world. However, the 
preaching of the cross to those who are 

saved is the sweet music of power. We know 
that it is effective in our experience like 
nothing else is.

WE MUST RELY ON GOD'S WAY 
I Corinthians 2:1-5

Paul rejoiced that he had not come to 
them in the captivating words of human 
eloquence or wisdom. In fact, he resolved 
that he would not use this approach but 
would rely on the simple gospel of Christ 
and Him crucified. In a spirit of humility 
with fear and trembling lest he dilute or 
obscure his message with worldly sophistry 
and persuasive eloquence, he came in the 
power of God alone. He wanted their faith 
not to rest in the wisdom of man but in the 
liberating power of God. In this, God gave 
him great and enduring success.

THE SPIRITUALLY MATURE
I Corinthians 2:6-8

The princes of this world and the sophisti
cated of this world, in their natural state 
misunderstand completely. Yet, those who 
are spiritual, especially those who are spirit
ually seasoned, get the i^ea. They see it.

There is a truth which is a secret until 
it is revealed or unveiled; therefore the 
princes or great of this world, miss it. They 
come and go but this truth abides. The 
world’s powers thought they were putting 
Christ out of business when they crucified 
Him but they were actually putting Him 
into business.

Often the seemingly weak have con
founded the mighty and the seemingly sim
ple have been vindicated by the ages while 
the worldly wise have been discredited.

The cross has been described as an ex
posure to history of the unseen, eternal 
heartache of God over blundering man. 
It has been called the fulcrum of self-giving 
love for the redemption of mankind.

On the cross we see Christ at His best 
and His enemies at their worst. Was love 
ever so lovely? Was hate ever so hateful? 
Was righteousness ever so right? Was inno
cence ever so innocent? Was guilt ever so 
guilty? Was unselfishness ever so unselfish? 
Was selfishness ever so selfish?

Yes, the cross is God’s great mystery, yet 
His greatest magnet for recovery. It is not 
only the way that leads home but the way 
out of our medley and mess. Man must 
choose the cross or the curse.

Some of vs who have trusted the crucified 
and risen Christ have experienced liberation 
and sweet peace and have had a foretaste of 
the glory to come.

FAMILY LIVING
By Dr. B. David Edens

Can Pressure For Early Dating 
Be a Factor in Early Puberty?

Do today’s kids “turn on” early sexually 
because they mature earlier physically? Or 
do they mature earlier physically in re
sponse to the sexually stimulating social 
situations pushy parents place them in?

There’s now no doubt that puberty comes 
a year or two earlier in many girls than it 
used to, although the speed-up “is harder to 
document in boys,” says Dr. William V. 
Lewit, prof, of psychiatry and pediatrics at 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

The psychiatrist pointed out, however, 
that one cannot rule out the possibility that 
kids’ bodies as well as their minds are 
reacting to parents’ pressure for early social 
maturation.

Educator Donald Barr, headmaster of the 
Dalton schools, also noted the parallel be
tween early social and early sexual ex
perience.

Many urban and suburban mothers are 
encouraging the earliest possible social and 
sexual maturity. It is very common for 
these mothers to arrange boy-girl parties 
for 11-year-olds. The kids dance, they hold 
hands, they play kissing games.

These mothers are pushing their children 
into the social-sexual rat race. They want 
them to be popular, to develop social 
prowess. But if the kids are playing kissing 
games at 11, what do you think they will 
be doing when they are 15 or 16?

Joan Harvison Accepts Post 
With Oklahoma Newspaper

OKLAHOMA CITY—Miss Joan Harvi
son, director of communications for the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma 
for the past two years, has resigned to ac
cept a position as associate editor of Orbit, 
the rotogravure section of the Sunday Okla
homan newspaper.

Miss Harvison, a member of the public 
relations staff for Oklahoma Baptists since 
1964, has written numerous feature articles 
for the Sunday supplement section of the 
Oklahoma newspaper which she will help 
edit.

A native of Mobile, Ala., Miss Harvison 
is a graduate of Louisiana State university, 
Baton Rouge, and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Fort Worth, where 
she worked in the seminary public relations 
office and was associate editor of South
western News, alumni publication.

She is former membership vice president 
of the Baptist Public Relations Association, 
winner of numerous awards in that organi
zation’s news and feature writing competi
tion, and is the Religious News Service 
correspondent for Oklahoma City. (BP)
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Historically:
From the Files

50 YEARS AGO
The mission dollar given through 

the Tennessee Baptist Convention to 
convention sponsored causes was di
vided thus: 26 per cent to foreign 
missions; 25 per cent to state mis
sions; 18 per cent to home missions; 
13 per cent to orphans’ home; 11 per 
cent to Christian education; four per 
cent to Memorial hospital and three 
per cent to ministerial relief.

20 YEARS AGO
R. G. Lee, pastor, Bellevue church, 

Memphis, preached his “Pay-Day- 
Someday” sermon to both Houses of 
the Legislature.

There were 3140 reported cases of 
juvenile delinquency in Tennessee . . . 
chief cause given as the failure and 
moral breakdown of the home and 
next ... the failure of churches to 
reach young people. Only 6.5 per cent 
of the children convicted of crime and 
juvenile delinquency were in regular 
attendance at Sunday School. 80 per 
cent of the offenders were boys, 20 
per cent girls. Of the offenders 494 
were 16 years of age; 38 age seven 
and under; 18 were eight years old; 
35 nine years old; 51 ten years of age; 
65 were 11 years of age; 119 were 12 
and 222 were 13 years old. In 122 
cases the parents were divorced, in 
121 cases the parents were separated 
and in 49 cases the parents were un
married.

10 YEARS AGO
Mrs. Charlotte Ousley, wife of the 

pastor of Mt. Carmel church, Cross 
Plains, passed away. She planned her 
own funeral . . . her husband con
ducted it. He told how his wife 
planned the service as they were re
turning to their home from Nashville 
where she had received treatment. The 
service was a glowing testimony to 
the saving power of Christ and His 
victory over death. He told of his 
wife’s many talents . . . her artistic 
ability was utilized to design and draw 
plans from which the architect worked 
for two educational buildings.

From the

By W. Fred Kendall

Dr. Kendall

Through the years Tennessee Baptists 
have furnished many able leaders for the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Once again 

the Sunday School Board 
has turned to the staff of 
the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention for a leader 
in one of its most im
portant areas of work. 
They have chosen 
Charles Roselle to direct 
Southern Baptist Student 
work. He will work with 
the student directors in 
all the state conventions 
and will give general di
rection to Southern Bap

tist Student programs.
There is an intensive study being made 

of the programs of student work. An effort 
is being made to find the best possible ways 
to meet the needs of student ministry and 
what changes need to be made in the present 
approach to student spiritual needs on the 
campus. A study group will make a report 
later in the year.

We deeply regret losing Mr. Roselle. He 
has done a very outstanding work in the 
15 years he has directed the student work 
in our state. He is an able administrator. 
He has planned the expansion programs 
well. He is an able financier and has led in 
long range planning that has enabled us to 
make great strides in building student cen
ters without incurring a great indebtedness. 
Student centers have been build at Cooke
ville, Johnson City, Harrogate, Martin, 
Clarksville, Memphis medical center, Mem
phis State university. The Student center at 
Vanderbilt was relocated and a new building 
erected. The Student center at the Uni
versity of Tennessee at Knoxville has been 
relocated and a large building expansion 
carried out. The Student center at Chatta
nooga has been redecorated and greatly 
improved. A dwelling house has been pur
chased at Murfreesboro and is now being 
used until a building may be erected. A 
site was purchased at Columbia and now a 
new building is being planned and will be 
erected very soon. Plans are under way in 
several other areas. It is impossible to eval
uate the full impact these centers have made 
and the contribution they have made to the 
more than thirty thousand Baptist students 
enroled in these schools.

Mr. Roselle has been much more than an 
administrator and financial adviser. He has 
been a great spiritual leader. He has built 
a fine spirit of teamwork among the student 
directors on the campuses. He has been 
careful to select able men and women to 
lead this great work and he has given them 
much help. He has kept the student work 
close to the local churches and has also

Americans United Attack 
Church Tax Exemption

NEW YORK—A suit filed here seeks to 
require the Director of Internal Revenue to 
collect taxes from a church which is said to 
own and operate commercial enterprises.

Plaintiffs are Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State and three 
of the agency’s executives. The suit was 
filed against the Stratford Retreat House of 
New Rochelle, N.Y. and IRS director 
Edward J. Fitzgerald.

The Stratford Retreat House is a nonde- 
nominational Protestant church. Americans 
United said that the sales volume of various 
divisions of the church “runs between $15 
million and $20 million annually and that 
the tax avoided by this unconstitutional 
exemption . . . greatly exceeds $10,000.”

The complaint charged that under Section 
511 of the Internal Revenue Code there is 
granted to unrelated businesses owned by 
Stratford Retreat House and other churches 
“an exemption from federal income tax 
which is granted to no other federal income 
taxpayer, individual or corporate . . .”

Plaintiffs alleged that such exemp
tions mean that they and other tax
payers, thus “have property taken from 
them other than by due process of law, 
in violation of the Fifth Amendment 
. . . and are thereby denied equal pro
tection of the law . .

Such favoritism was said also to violate 
the First Amendment which guarantees that 
Congress “shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof.”

Stratford Retreat House is said to main
tain commercial enterprises involving whole
sale industrial hardware, retail light bulbs 
and ship repairs. These businesses were 
said to have been acquired from Brighter 
Homes Corp., Montclair, N.J.; U.S. Dis
tributors, Inc., Shelby, N.C.; Piersaid Re
pairs, Brooklyn, N.Y.; and inventory and 
some machinery of Brach Mfg. Division of 
General Bronze Corp., Woodbury, N.Y.

Officials of Americans United listed as 
plaintiffs were Glenn L. Archer, executive 
director, C. Stanley Lowell, associate direc
tor, and C. David Young, regional director 
here. (RNS) 

emphasized a campus ministry.
We wish for Mr. Roselle a very success

ful ministry in his new field of service and 
assure him our daily prayers in the heavy 
responsibilities which he will bear. He will 
be hard to replace. We ask your prayers as 
we seek a man to fill this great ministry in 
our state.
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Baptist Public Opinion 
Poll Planned For Papers

RALEIGH, N.C.—Plans for a Baptist 
public opinion poll similar to the famed Gal- • 
lup Poll were presented here during the an
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist Press 
Association.

The public opinion poll on current issues 
is to be conducted by the research and sta
tistics department of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, and distributed 
through the Baptist Press, news service of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Called “Baptist VIEWpoU”, the 
monthly feature will try for the first 
year to give a cross section of the views 
of Baptist pastors and Sunday School 
teachers on current affairs and issues, 
the editors of nearly 30 Baptist state 
papers were told.

Martin Bradley, secretary of the board’s 
research and statistics department, told the 
editors that the national accouning firm of 
Peat, Marwick and Mitchell was helping by 
maintaining all contact with the pastors and 
teachers polled, to insure complete confi
dence of the names of those being polled.

Bradley said that contact had been made 
with the Gallup Poll, and that George Gal
lup, Jr., was very interested in the Baptist 
VIEWpoll idea.

Bradley said there would be cooperation 
between Gallup and his office so that sub
ject matter could be used at the same time 
by both groups, enabling a comparison be
tween Baptist views and the general public.

Most of the three-day meeting of Baptist 
editors was devoted to speeches, addresses, 
and workshop sessions by professional news
men, editors and printing experts on ways 
to improve Baptist publications.

Elected new president of the associa
tion was R. G. Puckett, editor of the 
Maryland Baptist, Lutherville, Md. 
Puckett, former editor of the Ohio 
Baptist Messenger, Columbus, Ohio, 
and former associate editor of the West
ern Recorder in Louisville, Ky., suc
ceeds Jack Gritz, editor of the Baptist 
Messenger in Oklahoma City.

Elected vice president was host editor J. 
Marse Grant of the Biblical Recorder here, 
and re-elected secretary-treasurer was Don 
McGregor, associate editor of the Baptist 
Standard in Dallas.

Principal speakers for the meeting were 
Sherwood Wirt, editor of Decision maga
zine, monthly publication of the Billy 
Graham Association in Minneapolis; and 
Kenneth Butler, a layout and design con
sultant from Mendota, Ill., who gave a 
critique with suggestions for improvement 
of each of the member publications.

Several North Carolina newspaper edi
tors spoke of the role of the Baptist editor, 
generally urging them to be “prodders of

309 January Flights Deliver 
3000 Tons of Supplies to Biafra

NEW YORK—During the month of 
January, a total of 309 mercy airlifts car
ried about 3000 tons of food and medicines 
into Biafra, a spokesman for the religious 
relief agencies operating the jointly-spon
sored flights, said here.

Bishop Edward E. Swanstrom, executive 
director of Catholic Relief Services, said 
that this was the highest monthly total of 
flights since the airlift began April, 1968. 
The total number of flights from the begin
ning to Feb. 5 was 1347, he said.

Until recently, each flight averaged about 
10 tons of cargo apiece, but four C-97 
Stratofreighters, capable of carrying up to 
20 tons of supplies, have now been obtained 
for the airlift from the U.S. government.

These planes are controlled by Joint 
Church Aid-USA, a consortium whose offi
cers are drawn from Catholic Relief Serv
ices, Church World Service (an agency of 
the National Council of Churches) and the 
American Jewish Committee.

In recent months, the religiously-spon
sored airlift from the Portuguese island of 
Sao Tome has been the only reliable, regu
larly functioning source of relief supplies 
for children in Biafra who face mass death 
from malnutrition. The Red Cross flights 
from the island of Fernando Po were first 
restricted and later suspended by the gov
ernment of Equatorial Guinea, which owns 
the island. (RNS) 

conscience,” to be “prophets” to be creative 
in their publications.

Wirt, in two addresses, urged the editors 
to develop their skills as classic writers, say
ing he felt they were setting their sights too 
low. He lamented that Southern Baptists ap
parently do not have a quality school of 
writing that does more than trains “hacks 
and scribblers.” (BP)

Going to College?
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A Learning Challenge Within the Christian Tradition

Student Work
By Billy Joe King 

Student Director, Bethel College
One of the most unique experiences that 

the Baptist Student Union at Bethel college, 
McKenzie, has ever encountered is the 
adoption of two mission churches. Several 
weeks ago the BSU discovered an area in 
Southern Illinois with 14 Baptist churches 
of which only two had full-time pastors. 
The BSU asked to meet with First Baptist 
church of Cave-In-Rock, Ill., whose average 
attendance for the past year had fallen to 
14 in Sunday School and where there had 
been no regular Worship services for two 
years. It was decided in the meeting that 
the BSU would take the church as a mission 
project. The work was to begin on Dec. 15.

Four students were sent up during the 
Christmas holidays to live in the pastorium 
for a week and a half and to conduct a 
complete survey of the area, and began 
services in the church. It was discovered 
through the survey that three-fifths of the 
population of the area was unchurched. 
The students organized a youth fellowship, 
a Training Union, and a choir program for 
the church. The first Sunday the attendance 
doubled. Each week a team of students 
leaves Bethel on Friday afternoon and spend 
the week-end visiting, working with the 
youth, and conducting the services in the 
church.

Later the church planned a week-end 
revival. The BSU made arrangements for 
its choir to sing in the school systems of 
the town and also for the church services. 
Thirty-three students went from the BSU. 
By the end of the revival there had been 
12 professions of faith and 24 other deci
sions. Last year there were only two 
professions of faith in the entire association.

The mission has been so successful that 
the BSU has now adopted another one of 
the churches in the association, Peters 
Creek Baptist church of Elizabethtown, Ill.
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