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Children admire tulips as wonders of nature unfold during the Spring.
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interpretation

The Use of the Sword
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“But now, he that hath a purse, let him 
take it, and likewise his scrip; and he that 
hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and 
buy one”—Luke 22:36.

Jesus has been pictured as an extreme 
pacifist. This view is based upon “Put up 
thy sword into his place: for all they that 
take the sword shall perish with the sword” 
(Matt. 26:52). But is this what Jesus meant?

In the upper room Jesus reminded the 
disciples of previous instructions as they 
went on a preaching mission (v.35). Carry
ing no provisions, they had been supported 
by those to whom they went. Then Jesus 
said, “But now.” This contrasted the present 
situation with the previous one. There was 
now no one to whom they could look for 
support. They must look out for themselves. 
Then followed our text of this article. What 
did Jesus mean about buying a sword?

Some hold that the disciples were to take 
a sword for protection as they went forth to 
preach the gospel. Subsequent records do 
not show that they so understood Jesus. 
There is no evidence that they carried 
swords on their missionary journeys.

Perhaps a literal translation of Luke 22: 
36 will shed light on the problem. “But
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now the one having a purse let him take it, 
and likewise scrip; and the one not having 
either, let him immediately sell [aorist tense 
of point action] his outer garment, and let 
him immediately [aorist] buy a sword.” If 
they had no funds with which they could 
purchase a sword, they were to sell their 
outer garments and buy one. And the aorist 
tenses of “sell” and “buy” show that they 
were to do so at once. Why this urgency?

Jesus would soon leave the safety of the 
supper room to walk through the dark 
streets and out to Gethsemane. Already 
Judas had gone for the officers to come and 
arrest him. But he would not be taken un
til after His rendezvous in the garden.

God had ordained that Jesus would die, 
but in a certain manner and for a specific 
purpose (v.37). He would not die pre
maturely in the streets of Jerusalem at the 
hands of a mob. And He would not die un
til He had won the victory in Gethsemane. 
So He told the disciples to buy a sword im-pulpit Tn

By Jim Griffith

Many a church advertises itself as 
“The Friendly Church.” But as some
one has said, “This is hardly enough.” 
Your local gas station is “friendly,” as 
are the butcher and the baker.

5^

A man in Maryland has placed one 
of his wife’s biscuits in a safety deposit 
box for safekeeping. It won’t draw 
much interest there. But it can serve 
as a constant reminder that “man doth 
not live by bread alone.”

» * ♦ *

Advertisement: “Your Family Bible 
May Be Valuable.” Oh come now. 
Even with all the doubts of a doubting 
age, this is one thing of which I am 
certain: If the Bible is not valuable, 
then there is nothing of value. If the 
Bible does not matter, then nothing 
matters.

* ❖ *

By way of a slip-of-the-tongue, a 
prayer was recently offered in a Bap
tist church in England for “those who 
are sick of our church and congrega
tion.”

Well, at any rate, when the prayer 
is answered, it will do much toward 
creating a “healthier situation.” 

mediately and at whatever sacrifice was 
necessary.

The disciples pointed out two swords in 
the room, probably those of the owner of 
the house. Jesus said, “It is enough” (v.38) 
for the purpose. They were not to storm the 
Tower of Antonia in revolt against Rome. 
They were simply to guard Him until He 
was ready to be taken.

Arriving at Gethsemane Jesus left eight 
disciples near the gate, taking the other 
three further into the garden. He told them 
to “watch” (Mk. 14:34). This word means to 
stand guard. Then Jesus went a little 
farther into the garden where He struggled 
in prayer. It would appear that Jesus es
tablished an outer and an inner guard in the 
garden.

Where were the two swords? Peter had 
one (Jn. 18:10). Did the outer guard have 
the other? When Jesus had won the victory 
He came forth to be taken. Seeing the 
officers, the disciples (outer guard?) asked, 
“Lord, shall we smite with the sword?” (Lk. 
22:49) Peter did not wait for an answer. 
He drew his sword and cut off Malchus’ ear. 
He was aiming at his head, but the servant 
was a good dodger. It was then that Jesus 
told him to put up his sword.

Jesus was now ready to be taken. But 
Peter did not understand. He did what he 
had understood Jesus to say. However, 
Jesus could have called heaven’s angels to 
protect Him had He wished (Matt. 26:53). 
But He no longer desired protection. Peter 
would simply get himself killed for no good 
reason. So Jesus told him to put up his 
sword.

From this we may deduce that while Jesus 
did not countenance offensive warfare, He 
did permit defensive warfare. On this basis 
police and defensive military forces are 
justified. Some things are worth dying fdr. 
Jesus cannot be classed with the “Bettd-f * ~ 1 
Red than Dead” crowd.

Grad School Dean Resigns

WACO, Tex.—J. Clifton Williams, ad
ministrative vice-president and dean of the 
graduate school at Baylor university, has 
resigned to establish a management consult
ant firm here. The former professor of psy
chology expressed regret at leaving the Bap
tist college, but indicated that an independ
ent business career had been a lifelong 
desire.
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Devotional

Three Speeds Ahead
Isa. 40:31

By T. T. Newton, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Ridgely

PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(One in a Series)

Pendulums
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Newton

Israel was an enslaved people. They had 
become a complaining nation among them
selves and before God. They were dissatis

fied. Little hope seemed 
to be left for the future 
of the nation. Even the 
young men became faint 
and were failing. So in 
the midst of this na
tional and spiritual de
cline, God spoke words 
of help and encourage
ment. These also are 
timely words of wisdom 
and advice for today.

“They that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew

their strength.” Idleness, indolence or in
activity is not suggested by waiting. But 
they that trust in the Lord. They that be
lieve in Him shall have their strength re
newed. There are some built-in guarantees 
revealed.

1. THEY SHALL MOUNT UP. As the 
eagle soars to the lofty heights far above 
the dangers and hazards of the valley, so 
man may be renewed with spiritual power 
through dependence upon God for relief. 
The Psalmist said, “I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills from whence cometh my 
help.”

2. THEY SHALL RUN. As the attitude 
is changed, impatience and faintheartedness 
diminish, and the spirit is brought into right 
relationship with God. Progress is the pro
gram of God for His people always. As 
Paul suggested, “Let us lay aside every 
weight and the sin which doeth so easily 
beset us, and run with patience the race that 
is set before us.” We are to cast our sins 
and our burdens upon Jesus. The Christian 
can no more victoriously run laden with un
forgiven sins than a cross-country runner 
win loaded with a heavy pack.

3. THEY SHALL WALK. We cannot 
always make swift progress for there are 
hills to climb and various obstacles to over
come. However, with renewed or changed 
mind and heart, we see on the horizon the 
beckoning of the Son of Righteousness call
ing us on. To walk and not faint is some
times more difficult than to run and not be 
weary. Whether we fly or run or walk the 
speed course is set. We must lean upon 
Jesus for our help.

Old-fashioned clocks such as a grand
father clock have pendulums. The pendulum 
swings back and forth with a regular 
rhythm. If it stops swinging the clock 
stops.

The word “pendulum” is also used to 
refer to a change, a movement, or a rhythm 
of thought and conviction. For example, in 
the political area there tends at times to be 
movement back and forth from conservative 
to liberal and from liberal to conservative. 
In politics as well as in other areas people 
may swing too far or continue in one direc
tion too long. After a period of time, how
ever, the pendulum usually swings in the 
opposite direction. When the latter happens 
it serves as a corrective.

The same type of movement or swinging 
back and forth is evident in areas rather 
than political. For example, this kind of 
movement is seen at times in churches and 
denominations.

For example, there has been a swinging 
of the pendulum among Southern Baptists 
in recent years. This has resulted from a 
deepening conviction that we have neglected 
some significant aspects of the Christian life 
and of the Christian gospel. One aspect that 
many are convinced has been badly 
neglected is a compassion for people as such 
and a concern for the conditions that touch 
and influence their lives. This deepening 
social concern has become almost a flood 
tide among Southern Baptists in recent 
months.

Sometimes pendulums as correctives swing 
too far. There is no evidence so far that 
this is true of the swing of Southern Bap
tists toward social concern. If a few people 
here and there tend to go too far and to 
neglect the traditional emphases of our 
churches and our denomination let us be 
patient with them. Pendulums frequently 
seem to have a built-in corrective. Most of 
those who may go too far will tend after a 
while to move back to a balanced emphasis.

The latter, a balanced emphasis, is what 
Southern Baptists want and need. It is what 
we must have if we are to continue to pro
vide a vital dynamic ministry to both the 
spiritual and social needs of men. We must 
retain our emphasis on bringing men into a 
vital, life-changing union with the resur
rected Christ, but we must also have a 
genuine concern about the daily needs of 
those men. The latter means a concern for 
the society in which they live, the condi
tions that surround them and inevitably 

affect the development and the expression of 
their life in Christ.

The latter means, among other things, 
that we as individual Christians, as churches, 
as a denomination, or as denominational 
agencies will not be afraid to get involved in 
the problems of people and in the problems 
that plague our world.

W. A. Criswell, the President of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, has expressed 
something of this idea as follows: “We ought 
to be willing to get involved with the 
perplexities and frustrations of people 
around us. Jesus involved himself in the 
world.”

Dr. Criswell in another statement stressed 
the kind of balance Southern Baptists need 
to maintain. His words were as follows: 
“We are entering a new emphasis—that of 
faith and works, of soul-winning and soul 
sensitivity. God is in this.” Statements like 
these may represent the moving of a 
pendulum as a corrective but they are not an 
“overswing” or an “overcorrective.”

New Orleans Baptist Theological semi
nary students Tom Wilks of Bastrop, Lou
isiana (left) and Wayne Poplin of Greens
boro, North Carolina, leave the campus for 
Crusade of the Americas revivals in Louisi
ana and Mississippi. Wilks and Poplin are 
among some 500 students and faculty mem
bers who are participating in the Crusade. 
The seminary has scheduled two spring va
cations to correspond with the two weeks 
for simultaneous Crusade revivals in that 
area in order that students may lead in the 
revivals.
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EDITORIALS
The First Universalist church of Minneapolis has made a 

voluntary contribution of $800 in lieu of taxes to the city. 
The contribution was described as “a voluntary tax toward 
the services of safety, sanitation, street maintenance, public 
welfare and general government received by the institution 
itself.”

This church is cited as a case in point. Recent news dis
patches indicate this practice is being followed increasingly 
by churches across the country.

We cannot but believe that this “voluntary contribution” 
merely clouds the larger issue of church-state relationships 
involved.

There is, admittedly, growing sentiment for re-evaluation 
of attitudes concerning taxation of religious property on the 
part of many Baptists. Baptists are divided on this issue. 
Other denominations are divided also.

Whatever the viewpoint— for or against— it would appear 
the voluntary “tax” will ultimately do one of two things: 
1—Either this will cause the church to be carried on the 
tax roll on a “voluntary” basis, which appears unhealthy, or; 
2—The gift will be construed as an attempt to “buy off” 
local governments to avoid being put on the tax roll, equally 
unhealthy.

Continued encroachment of federal, state, and local gov
ernments into every phase of life is evident. This may be of 
necessity in the complex society of which we are a part. 
But before Baptists join the procession of voluntary con
tributors, we hope they will restudy the whole issue of 
church-state relationships in the Biblical and historic con
text. Such a study, we believe, is long overdue.

It Is Happening In America I

We Pray to a Personal, Rea! God
One of the saddest commentaries on the lack of faith 

which we have seen in a long time came across the editor’s 
desk this week. A legislator in Manitoba was suggesting that 
the opening prayer for the House be revised by a committee 
representing all faiths. His suggestion—as a self-described 
Unitarian—was that the prayer begin with the petition “To 
Whom It May Concern.” He might just as well have said— 
“To What It May Concern, If Anything.” He would have 
been no further from a living faith than when he said “To 
Whom . . .”

This reminded the editor again of the great and high privi
lege which is ours to pray “Our Father, Which Art in 
Heaven ...” and mean it. We thank God for the reality of 
His presence through the power and work of the Holy Spirit 
in the life of the believer!
GUEST EDITORIAL

The Halo Syndrome
Most of us think we are better than we are.
Thus, it is easy for us to spend time fitting halos on 

ourselves.
Jesus told about the Pharisee in the temple who thanked 

God that he was not as other men. He recited a record of 
good conduct which inflated his pride exceedingly.

Jesus was an enemy of sham, pretense and self-righteous
ness. Naturally, halo-makers come in for a special con
demnation from Him.

He told the disciples not to be like the hypocrites who 
loved to pray in public to be seen of men. He issued a 
sharp rebuke about judging others because they didn’t meas
ure up. “You hypocrites, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your brother’s eye” (Matt. 7:5 RSV).

The halo syndrome is an attitude which is not always easy 
to detect, because there are so many subtle forms.

It may be expressed by a “don’t-accuse-me-of-anything” 
air.

Or, it may be reflected by a condescending feeling that 
says in effect, “O, God made you too.”

A halo may also be spun around the feeling that one is 
grossly overworked and underpaid. This usually is a mask 
for a strong conviction about one’s self-importance.

Measuring everyone else by one’s own standard is another 
attitude which is often circled with a well-defined halo.

Being overly concerned with whether certain people are 
correct, theologically or otherwise, is a way of placing a 
halo on ourselves. As Jesus said, “Judge not that you be 
not judged . . .” Since it is God’s prerogative to judge, we 
should leave it to Him.

Pushing strong selfish interests under the guise of glorify
ing God is a prevalent practice of halo-makers.

It is not so important that we recognize the halo syndrome 
or pattern in others as it is that we detect such tendencies in 
ourselves.

Hudson Baggett, Editor, The Alabama Baptist
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State Student Subsidies Requested 
By South Carolina Baptist Board

COLUMBIA, S. C.—The General Board of the South Carolina Baptist Convention, 
by a vote of 32-17, requested the state General Assembly (legislature) to provide tuition 
grants to students attending independent and church-related colleges.

After a one and one-quarter hour debate, the Baptist General Board voted to approve 
a recommendation from its committee on Christian education proposing that students 
in private colleges be given a tuition subsidy to offset the difference in cost between 
education at state schpols and private institutions.

The recommendation urged the state legislature to set a subsidy at 60 per cent of the 
per student appropriation for the state’s five colleges and universities. If approved, this 
would place the subsidy at about $600 per year.

In effect, the board’s action amounts to an expression of opinion by board members 
for the benefit of the state legislature, observers pointed out. The lawmakers, however, 
might likely be influenced by the views of the leaders of the state’s largest denominar 
tional body.

Observers here pointed out it is doubtful, however, that a tuition grant would be 
approved by the General Assembly this year. Funds would have to be appropriated and 
there is a question whether the state constitution would have to be changed.

Strong opposition to the proposal was expressed by a layman and three pastors.
W. L. Williams, professor at the University of South Carolina, was the first to oppose 

the idea, saying it would amount to “tax money to the schools.” He maintained the 
funds would not really go to the students, but to the colleges and universities.

Enoch C. Brown, a Columbia pastor, argued that the South Carolina Baptist Conven
tion has expressed opposition to in-direct government aid as well as to direct grants. 
Brown urged “adherence to principle over expediency.”

A Baptist pastor from Greenville, S. C., J. G. Dukes, argued in favor of such grants 
to students, saying they would enable “needy students who now must choose less ex
pensive schools” to attend Baptist colleges.

General argument in favor of such aid was that the tuition subsidy grants would go 
to the students, not to the institution.

John A. Hammrick, president of the Baptist College at Charleston, S. C., said the 
plan under study would make little difference to the colleges, but was of vast impor
tance to the students.

Hammrick said the state tuition grants would differ little from federal grants to stu
dents through the Office of Economic Opportunity, and “we (Baptist College at Charles
ton) handled $50,000 of these last year.”

William D. Conner, a Charleston pastor, opposed the tuition grants, saying the 
schools would learn to depend on them for budget purposes, and they would therefore 
be in-direct grants to the schools.

In its vote, the board endorsed proposals initially made by the South Carolina Associ
ation of Independent Colleges.

Board President L. G. Carter of Williston, S. C., pointed out that the action was 
“approval by; the General Board, and not by the South Carolina Baptist Convention.”

White to Lecture at 
Southeastern Seminary

WAKE FOREST, N. C.—The Carver- 
Barnes Memorial Lectures at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological seminary here April 15- 
18 will be delivered by a British scholar, 
Barrington R. White, tutor in church his
tory at Regent’s Park College of Oxford 
University, Oxford, England.

Four lectures are slated in the series un
der the general title, “Particular Baptist 
Foundations, 1638-1660.”

They will deal with the separatist inherit
ance, believer’s baptism under fire, mission 
methods, independence and association.

The Carver-Barnes Memorial Lectures 
are made possible by anonymous donors in 
memory of Dr. W. O, Carver and Dr. W. 
W. Barnes. (BP)

A cross section of an overflow crowd, com
prising diverse racial and ethnic ties, is seen 
attending a Crusade of the Americas evan
gelistic meeting, held February 26 in the 
city hall of Georgetown, Guyana. The meet
ing was the first public Crusade event Guy
anese Baptists have held in 1969.

Churchmen's 'Simple' Funeral 
Directions Under Fire

MILLIS, Mass.—A plea by Catholic and 
Protestant clergymen here for “simplifica
tion” of funeral rites, especially in the do
nation of floral tributes and the selection 
of expensive caskets, has caused some con
troversy.

The clergy issued a statement asking for 
“moderation” of floral tributes “in this time 
of great human need among God’s people 
throughout the world” and called for short
er visiting hours at funeral homes.

To insure a move toward that end, the 
clergy said that in their respective churches 
“all caskets henceforth will be draped with 
an appropriate covering, a funeral pall fur
nished by the church, or an American flag.”

According to the Rev. Crawford F. 
Coombes, rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
church, spokesman for the clergy, the reac
tion “has been much greater than we 
thought it would be.”

“This is a hot issue that has met with a 
concerted drive on the part of local under
takers and florists to try to tone this down,” 
he held. (RNS)

Around the World

Indonesia Baptists Hold 
Precampaign Conferences

More than 1600 leaders of Baptist 
churches and chapels in Indonesia attended 
eight regional conferences designed to pre
pare them for their work in the 1970 Asia 
Baptist evangelistic campaigns.

The campaigns in Indonesia will be con
ducted from June 20 to July 5, 1970, just 
before the meeting of the Baptist World 
Alliance in Tokyo, Japan. Rev. Ishak 
Iskandar is chairman of the campaigns 
steering committee. Dr. G. W. Schweer, 
Southern Baptist missionary and professor 
in the Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Indonesia in Semarang, Java, is cochairman.

Seminary Building Becomes 
'Bench Mark" for Surveys

FORT WORTH—For 50 years, every
thing that moved in this metropolitan area 
has had its point of reference at Southwest- 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Another Texas brag?
Not according to Seminary President 

Robert Naylor, who relates the following 
information in his column in Southwestern 
News, the seminary’s alumni publication.

A worker with the Geodetic Survey and 
a member of the Corps of Engineers recent
ly called the seminary, and asked permission 
to climb on the roof of Cowden Hall, which 
houses the seminary’s School of Church 
Music.

He said there was a bronze plaque affixed 
to the building that was a “bench mark,” 
or a “point of reference” for all surveys 
that are made in a wide area of the county. 
(BP)
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FMB Appoints Missionaries; 
Expands Help To Sufferers

In its March meeting, the Southern Bap
tist Foreign Mission Board appointed 12 
career missionaries, employed four mission
ary associates, reappointed a former mis
sionary couple, elected four missionary field 
representatives, and appropriated $18,000 
for relief projects in Nigeria-Biafra.

Dr. Walter Delamarter, associate professor 
of social work and director of social work 
education at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., was asked to as
sist Vietnam missionaries with the study 
during July and August.

Rev. and Mrs. William W. Marshall were 
appointed missionaries to the Middle East, 
and in another action he was named field 
representative for the Middle East. He will 
work with missionaries in Israel, Gaza, 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Yemen, Libya, 
Morocco, Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, and India. 
For five years he has been an associate 
secretary in the Board’s department for mis
sionary personnel.

The other field representatives named at 
the March meeting are veteran missionaries. 
Dr. John Allen Moore, missionary to Eu
rope since 1938, was made field representa
tive for Europe. He will be closely associ
ated with Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 
Portugal, Spain, and Switzerland, and he 
will continue as fraternal representative of 
Southern Baptists to Baptists of Eastern 
Europe.

Rev. John E. Mills, missionary to Africa 
since 1947, was elected field representative 
for West Africa. His region for the present 
will be Liberia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, 
Togo, Senegal, and Dahomey. The Mills 
served in Nigeria until 1964 when they be
came Southern Baptists’ first missionaries to 
the Ivory Coast.

Rev. Davis L. Saunders was elected field 
representative for East and Central Africa, 
where Southern Baptists currently have 
work in Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Malawi, Zambia, Rhodesia, Botswana, South 
West Africa, and Angola. Now in the States 
on furlough, Saunders is completing require
ments for the doctor of theology degree at 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. He and Mrs. Saunders were 
appointed missionaries to Nigeria in 1951 
and were transferred five years later to East 
Africa as one of three pioneer couples to 
open work in that area.

The four new field representatives bring 
to eight the number of missionaries now 
serving in that capacity. The other four 
serve in the Latin American area.

New Missionaries

The new career missionaries, their native 
states, and fields of service are: Vestal N.

Blakely, of Oklahoma, and Carol Jean 
Faulkner Blakely, of California, for Kenya; 
V. Lynn Groce, of Missouri, and Suzanne 
Knapp Groce, of Florida, for Ethiopia; 
Wilburn C. Hoglen, of North Carolina, and 
Betty Miller Hoglen, of Tennessee, for 
Venezuela; William W. Marshall and Alice 
Gardner Marshall, both of Kentucky, for 
the Middle East; G. Barry Nelson and Ju
dith Ray Nelson, both of Missouri, for In
donesia; David G. Wyman and Barbara 
Walker Wyman, both of New Mexico, for 
Mexico.

Two couples were employed for five-year 
terms as missionary associates: Jesse L. 
Kidd, of Arkansas, and Wilma Gemmell 
Kidd, of Nebraska, for South Brazil; and 
Earl E. Langley and Lois Henson Langley, 
both of Texas, for Taiwan.

Much missionary concern and labor is 
represented in the 16 appointees—in Mr. 
and Mrs. Marshall, who have shared in se
lecting and sending others, in Mr. and Mrs. 
Kidd, who have already given a total of 14 
years in Brazil (he 10 as an independent 
missionary and she four as a missionary 
associate of Southern Baptists), and in Mr. 
and Mrs. Groce.

Lynn Groce is the first ex-journeyman to 
be appointed by the Foreign Mission Board 
for career service. (The Missionary Journey
man Program, designed for young people 
under age 27, was begun in 1965.) An agri
culturist, he went to the Rungwe District of 
Tanzania in 1966 to work with Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas M. Knapp, career mission
aries in the field of ^agriculture. He met 
their daughter Suzanne', whom he married 
after his two years were up.

Rev. and Mrs. Clarence A. Allison, who 
served as missionaries to East Africa from 
June, 1960, through December, 1964, were 
reappointed for the same area. He is a na
tive of Walnut Ridge, Ark., and she, the 
former Alta Brasell, was born in Monroe, 
La., but grew up in Pine Bluff, Ark. He is 
now teaching at Ouachita Baptist university, 
Arkadelphia, Ark.

Rev. and Mrs. Patterson S. Johnson were 
transferred from East Pakistan to West 
Pakistan to be the first Southern Baptist 
missionaries to serve there. (Pakistan is one 
political unit, but its two geographical parts 
lie 1000 miles apart on either side of India.) 
From Roebuck, S.C., the Johnsons were 
appointed in 1959.

Expanded Information

Directors of two of the Board’s three ad
ministrative divisions reported on explora
tion of new means of expanding the Chris
tian witness and of improving the collection 
and dissemination of information.

Dr. Winston Crawley, director of the 

overseas division, said plans are being 
developed for involving more deeply in 
Christian missions the thousands of lay 
Christians who go overseas every year in 
connection with military, business, or 
government projects or as tourists.

Dr. Jesse C. Fletcher, director of the mis
sion support division, said better ways are 
being sought to collect information in depth 
about God’s work around the world and 
then to share it with a constituency “whose 
every environment is being shaped by the 
age of instantaneous information.”

Secretary's Report
Dr. John D. Hughey, secretary for Eu

rope and the Middle East, told of revision 
of projected medical work in India and 
Pakistan. Plans for a 200-bed hospital in 
Bangalore, India, have been scaled down 
because of the estimated $750,000 cost, in
tentions of Roman Catholics to build a 600- 
bed training hospital and to develop other 
medical facilities in the city, and uncertainty 
about the admission of missionaries to India.

The unit now projected would cost no 
more than $250,000 and would provide 50 
to 75 beds, Dr. Hughey said.

Nevada Baptist Fellowship 
Adopts First Constitution

SPAJRKS, Nevada—The Nevada Baptist 
Fellowship, in a preliminary step toward 
someday becoming a Baptist state conven
tion, met here for its fourth annual fellow
ship meeting and adopted a constitution as 
a “fellowship” group.

The Nevada fellowship, with 35 churches 
and 15 missions and a total of 5915 mem
bers, has not, however, set a target date for 
becoming a state convention.

Presently, the 50 Southern Baptist con
gregations in Nevada are affiliated with two 
existing state conventions. Churches in the 
northern half of the state are affiliated with 
the Southern Baptist General Convention of 
California, while the churches in the south
ern half of the state are affiliated with the 
Arizona Southern Baptist-Convention.

Elected president of the Nevada Baptist 
Fellowship was LaVern Inzer, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Winnemuca, Ne
vada.

The fellowship cited Ben Felts, a retired 
Baptist layman from Las Vegas who was 
elected historian of the fellowship, for the 
long years of service he and his wife have 
rendered to Southern Baptist work in Ne
vada.

Felts was instrumental in establishing the 
first Southern Baptist church in Nevada 20 
years ago. He and his wife will move soon 
to Tennessee.

The 50 congregations in the state reported 
4607 baptisms and 812 additions by transfer 
of membership during the past year. The 
churches also reported total gifts of $539,- 
955, and Cooperative Program mission con
tributions of $30,572.
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Crusade Feature

You Can’t See Who To Block
If You Have Tears In Your Eyes

By John Carter
LAREDO, Tex.—The audience was 

warmed up. The initial questions about first 
draft choices, last year’s schedule, and the 
prospects for a future championship were 
answered. Dallas Cowboy Football Coach 
Tom Landry surveyed the group of high 
school coaches, newsmen and pastors and 
began to evaluate the last question.

The pro football coach was in Laredo to 
promote the Crusade of the Americas meet
ings at the Civic Center. Some of us won
dered how he would make the transition 
from talking about football to Christianity.

Landry was asked the contribution that 
emotion played in developing winning foot
ball teams. The question provided the op
portunity, and Landry answered like a pro.

“It’s always good to have emotion, as long 
as it has depth,” he said. “You don’t want 
it to get out of hand, though. Bobby Dodd 
(the former Georgia Tech coach) used to 
say, ‘You can’t see who to block if you have 
tears in your eyes.’ ”

The former University of Texas and New 
York Giant grid star went on to explain that 
the depth or motivation usually comes from 
the establishment of a philosophy. “On the 
Cowboys, we know what we want to look 
like, we know what we want our offense to 
be and our defense to be. We have a plan,” 
he said.

That evening, Landry boldly testified of 
his own conversion experience and the plan 
that God had given to him. He told the 
crowd of his restlessness despite each success 
that came his way, and said he felt some
thing was missing even as he was making his 
way to the upper echelons of the rough, 
competitive National Football League.

“If I had one thing to ask over again,” 
the Methodist layman stated, “it is that 
someone would have challenged me when I 
was a young boy, and that I could have had 
the life that I have had, but with Christ.”

He went on to say that the thing he had 
found characteristic of most athletes is that 
“we don’t discover Christ until late in life. 
For instance,” he said, “I was 33 and al
ready coaching. If I had known Christ 
earlier, some of my fears and some of my 
hardships and doubts would not have hap
pened. He gives depth and purpose to life.”

Landry said that his mission and the mis
sion of the Fellowship of Christian Ath
letes, which he serves as a national board 
member, is “to challenge young people, and 
young athletes in particular, to find Christ 
early in their life—to discover that Christ 
has a plan for each life.”

As Landry spoke, his testimony was trans
lated into Spanish by Texas Baptist Evan
gelist Rudy Hernandez. The coach’s appear

ance was the opening feature of a six-day 
revival that attempted to bring the gospel 
before the combined population of 200,000 
in Laredo and Nuevo Laredo.

Two days earlier, Craig Baynham and 
Buddy Dial of the Dallas Cowboys, along 
with Bill Krisher, former Oklahoma Uni
versity All American player, had led a giant 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes rally here.

The rally and Landry’s later appearance 
were timed to coincide with the annual 
Border Olympics, which attract many of the 
nation’s top golf and track teams, competing 
on both the high school and collegiate levels.

It was an all-star weekend for the Texas 
border city. (BP)

(John Carter is press representative for the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas and a Baptist 
Press staff writer.)

LOTTIE MOON FUNDS 
NOW AT $11,730,175

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board has received $11,730,175.45 
from the 1968 Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering (as of March 13), reports 
Everett L. Deane, treasurer of the 
Board.

This is $406,034.75 more than had 
been received as of approximately the 
same date last year.

Books on the 1968 offering remain 
open until May 1.

TEXAS, ALABAMA GIRLS WIN PROSE, POETRY AWARDS
BIRMINGHAM—Top awards for outstanding poetry and prose have been made 

to young women in Texas and Alabama by the Southern Baptist Woman’s Mission
ary Union here.

Winners for the 1968 Writing and Art contest were announced here, with three 
awards each being made for prose and poetry, and one award for art.

First place in the prose competition went to Miss Monta Hitt, a senior at Arling
ton Heights High School in Fort Worth, for her entry, “An Afternoon’s Interval.” 
A member of Ridglea West Baptist Church in Fort Worth, she plans to attend How
ard Payne College, Brownwood, Texas.

Top award in the poetry competition went to Miss Linda Ellen Horton, a fresh
man at Alabama College in Montevalla, Ala., for the poem, “Vernal Eclipse.” Miss 
Horton won the competition in 1967, and is a member of First Baptist Church, 
Demopolis, Ala.

One honorable mention, the only prose; given in the art category, went to Donna 
Foss of Orlando, Fla., for her untitled portrait.

The first place entries will appear in the May issue of The Window, publication 
of the SBC Worpan’s Missionary Union < here.

Other awards in the prose competition went to Beth Marschak, Richmond, Va., 
second place; and Sandy Brown, Memphis, Tenn., third place.

In the poetry category, second place was won by Melane Dyer, Bassett, Va., and 
third went to Linda Mitchell, Miami, Fla. Honorable mention went to Miss Mitchell 
for two other poems.

First place winners receive a cash award of $25; second place, $15; and third, $10.

Americans in Belgium Help Norway 
In Congo

The American Protestant Church in Brus
sels, Belgium, is collecting funds to help 
rebuild mission stations in the Congo main
tained by the Baptist Union of Norway.

This was reported by Roald Juliussen, 
Norwegian Baptist missionary taking further 
study in the Belgian capital. Juliussen, who 
has past experience in the Congo, is prepar
ing to return there with his family.

Congo disorders in 1964 caused heavy 
damages to Norwegian Baptist mission prop
erty. The Norwegian union is seeking to 
raise 5 million crowns ($700,000) to repair 
and rebuild damaged facilities. (EBPS)

Teacher Urges Rethinking of Baptism
Attitudes toward baptism need to be re

thought by nonbaptizing churches, by 
churches practicing infant baptism, and by 
some Baptists themselves, a Baptist editor 
and professor said in a series of lectures in 
Wales.

D. E. Morgan of Bangor, Wales, who 
teaches in the Baptist college there, said 
nonbaptizing churches should recognize 
that “it is not a sign of maturity to reject 
sacraments.” Infant baptizers, he exhorted, 
“Reconsider your Scriptural foundations!” 
Also, reconsider theology and practice, he 
urged.

Morgan said that Baptists in America 
who baptize 8-year-olds make “the worst of 
both worlds, a bad compromise between 
infant and believer baptisms.”

Speaking in more general terms, he noted 
that far too many are baptized, not out of 
conviction, but because of family or church 
connections.

Morgan also edits the Welsh-language 
Baptist weekly newspaper. (EBPS)
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Tennessee News Briefs j
Central church, Chattanooga, has called 

Norman Chase of Riverside church, Miami, 
Fla., as minister of music and Bob Crutcher 
of Severns Valley church, Elizabethtown, 
Ky., as minister of education and youth. 
Ansell T. Baker is pastor.

Mrs. Ben H. Hillsinan, member of First 
church, Trezevant, died recently at the age 
of 97. Active in church attendance until 
three weeks prior to her death, she is sur
vived by one son and three daughters.

During NBC-TV’s Baptist Hour color 
special Sunday, March 30 at 1-1:30 p.m., 
CST, “Art and the Bible” will be presented. 
The program will focus on some 50 reli
giously-oriented works of art. Featured will 
be: Duccio’s “The Calling of the Apostles 
Peter and Andres,” Tintoretto’s “Christ by 
the Sea of Galilee,” Rembrandt’s “Joseph 
Accused by Potiphar’s Wife,” and master
pieces by Giorgione, Raphael, El Greco and 
many others. The program will be carried 
on WSM-TV, Channel Four, Nashville.

Santa Fe church, Maury association, has 
called Loyd Posey as pastor.

Miss Sandy Brown, of Memphis, has won 
third place in The Window’s Writing and 
Art contest. Her prose entry, “Afternoon in 
Court,” will appear in the July issue of 
The Window, the missions monthly for 
young women published by Southern Bap
tist Woman’s Missionary Union, Birming
ham, Ala. Employed by the Memphis 
Juvenile Court, Miss Brown is a senior at 
Kingsbury High School, Memphis, is an 
editorial writer for the school newspaper, 
and plans to enter Belmont college, Nash
ville, where she will major in psychology. 
She is a member of Berclair church, and 
plans to serve as a home missionary in the 
field of juvenile rehabilitation.

G. R. Northcutt, father of Irvin L. North
cutt, Southern Baptist missionary to Peru, 
died Feb. 28 in Opp, Ala. On furlough 
in the states, Northcutt may be addressed 
at Box 1201, Stetson university, De Land, 
Fla. 32720.

North Etowah church, Etowah, has li
censed William Buren Frazier, Sr., into the 
gospel ministry. J. Burch Cooper is pastor.

Parkburg church, Pinson, reports 13 com
ing for baptism, three by letter and eight 
rededications during their recent revival. 
Calvin Moore, a senior at Union university, 
Jackson, and T. R. Hammonds preached. 
Ralph Bray is interim pastor.

Elk Creek church, Taylorsville, Ky., has 
called Bobby Colvert, of Dowelltown, as 
pastor. A graduate of Carson-Newman col
lege, Jefferson City, he is a second year stu
dent at the Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky. He formerly 
served Smyrna church, Evensville, as pastor. 
Mrs. Colvert is the former Barbara Baker 
of Sparta. The Col verts have two children, 
John Baker and Lou Ann.

Meredian mission, of Homestead church, 
Cumberland County association, has been 
constituted as a church. George Raper is 
pastor.

Calvary church, Cumberland County as
sociation, has called Fred Tate of Madison
ville, as pastor.

Sunday, March 2, 1969, the First Baptist 
Church of Trenton, Tenn., entered their new 
$500,000 building earlier this month. The 
church plan includes a new auditorium 
which will seat 775. The design is early 
American architecture. The furnishings in
clude a 31 rank, 3 manual Moller pipe 
organ and a Steinway Baby Grand piano. 
The pews have upholstered seats and 
mahogany backs with white ends. The 
windows are imported Italian stained glass. 
There is a new three story education build
ing.

O. Wyndell Jones is the Pastor. The 
Building Committee members are H. L. 
Currie, Chairman, J. E. Abernathy, B. O. 
Booth, Mrs. Ira B. Taylor, Jr., and Charles 
Coffman.

Dr. Mooneyham Named 
World Vision President

MONROVIA, Calif.—Dr. W. Stanley 
Mooneyham, vice-president in charge of in
ternational relations for the Billy Graham 
Evangelical Association, has been named 
president of World Vision International, 
a relief and missionary service agency 
headquartered here.

Announcement of the appointment, effec
tive July 1, was made by Dr. Richard C. 
Halversons, World Vision’s acting president. 
Dr. Halverson will continue as chairman of 
the board of directors. (RNS)

Baptist Student Union 
Basketball Tourney

The fifth annual state Baptist Student 
Union Basketball tournament was held in 
Nashville at Belmont college and Peabody 
Demonstration school gymnasiums with de
fending champions Austin Peay State uni
versity, Clarksville, defeating East Tennes
see State university, Johnson City, 64-68 
for the- championship.

The tournament, which included 13 
teams, included the presentation of the 
Consolation trophy to Carson-Newman col
lege, Jefferson City, defeating Vanderbilt, 
the Sportsmanship trophy awarded to 
Southern School of Optometry, Memphis, 
and a luncheon for all participants, with 
Dr. Bill Sherman, pastor, Woodmont 
church, Nashville, as featured speaker.

The basketball program of the Baptist 
Student Union across the state has proved 
successful in reaching students for Christ 
and enlisting many in the work of the BSU 
on college campuses.

House Lauds Bible Reading, 
Asks Moral Value Renaissance

LANSING, Mich.—By unanimous vote, 
the Michigan House of Representatives en
dorsed the astronauts’ reading of the Bible 
in outer space and issued a call for a 
“renaissance of moral values.”

The legislators, in a 95-0 vote, also lashed 
out at opponents of the Bible readings by 
Apollo 8 astronauts on Christmas Eve.

House approval of the resolution sup
ported “prayer in space and other moral 
values.” It said the clamor raised in the cur
rent controversy over the astronauts’ read
ing is “absurd to the point of idiocy.”

Warning that “the enemy within” is try
ing to bring about a dissolution of moral 
values in our society, it issued a call for 
a “renaissance of moral values and con
duct.”

The resolution called upon Michigan citi
zens to show their legislators by personal 
response that they “support and themselves 
pledge anew their support and practice of 
moral values.” (RNS)
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Stewardship Feature

If Every Southern Baptist Tithed

gram gifts would have been received by the 
state conventions in 1968.

Of this amount, $58 million would 
have been sent to the Executive Com
mittee of the convention for distribu
tion to SBC agencies such as the 
Foreign Mission Board, Home Mission 
Board, and others.

Has that familiar saying, “Let John do it,” taken on new meaning to become “Let Sam 
do it”—Uncle Sam, that is? It is becoming increasingly evident that the Government is 
calling upon some of our best young people and adults to contribute to the betterment 
of world conditions. Well-financed programs as the Peace Corps, Vista, and the OEO pro
grams such as Head Start are the vehicles for these efforts.

Government programs may feed, clothe, and educate many, but due to the nature of 
their origin, they fail to provide the “bread of life,” the story of Jesus, to those they help. 
Perhaps we (Southern Baptists) should ask ourselves some questions to determine if we 
are financing the work of our churches as we should.

If every Southern Baptist tithed . . .
we couldn’t change the shape of the 

world . . . but the world would be in 
better shape.

no one would turn over in his grave 
. . . but many a grave situation 
would be instilled with life!

there would still be hunger in the world 
. . . but more unsaved hearts would 
be fed the “bread of life.”

Such truths as these are not expressed in 
statistical terms, yet they are just as true as 
the dollars and cents discussion below.

What could Southern Baptist church
es do with an extra $1.7 billion during 
this “Crusade of the Americas” year? 
Based on last year’s figures, this is how 
much more Southern Baptists would 
have given to their churches if every 
Southern Baptist had tithed. Instead of 
a per capita gift of $67.23, as was 
given in 1968, the total would be an 
estimated $223.06 per person had every 
member tithed. These estimates are 
based upon per capita income for 
Southern Baptist church members in 
each state. Let your imagination run 
wild as we consider what tithing by 
every Southern Baptist could do.

How would every-member tithing affect a 
church of 200 members? Instead of strug
gling to support a full-time pastor and sec
retary, on an estimated $13,446, the church 
could do much more on its $44,612. Per
haps it could add needed staff members, 
support a new mission in a growing neigh
borhood, and even set aside enough funds to 
promote its Crusade of the Americas revival 
on radio, television, and in the newspapers. 
In smaller churches it may be the difference 
between a full-time and part-time pastor; 
and even more important, it may be the dif
ference between reaching and preaching 
Christ to many who are lost.

A church of 1500 members may have 
had to struggle to reach their old budg
et, but with $334,590 in tithes, offer
ings, and special gifts this church could 
become a new spiritual force in the 
community. It could use its new re

sources to build an activities building 
for its youth and with specialized youth 
workers it could reach many of the 
young people in the community.

Perhaps the church would decide to spon
sor a mission in that poverty-stricken sec
tion of town which will never be able to 
support a church. Two revivals might be 
sponsored during the Crusade of the Amer
icas, with one of them providing a well- 
known youth speaker.

State Baptist conventions and most South
ern Baptist Convention agencies would find 
their resources and activities expanded if 
every Southern Baptist tithed. If the 
churches were to send gifts to the state Bap
tist conventions in the same proportion, an 
additional $165 million in Cooperative Pro-

DALLAS—Paul R. Phelps (right), State Annuity Secretary in Tennessee, was 
congratulated by R. Alton Reed, Executive Secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board, for meeting the quota he set for new members in the Southern 
Baptist Protection Program in 1968. Phelps and Reed conferred during the 
annual meeting of State Annuity Secretaries.

The love of money may be considered 
to be “the root of all evil” by some, but it 
must also be considered the source of much 
that is good when it is used to further the 
cause of Christ. It would be impossible to 
estimate the strengthening of Christian lives 
and reaching of unsaved persons for Christ 
that would result from a commitment to 
tithe by all Southern Baptists.

Have we simply been dreaming the im
possible dream? Is there any hope of ap
proaching 100 percent tithing by Southern 
Baptists? A look at the number of tithers 
reported by Southern Baptist churches re
veals that we are far from making a respect
able showing in this area. Although we have 
over 11 million members, only 1,365,767 
tithers were reported on the 1968 Uniform 
Church Letters. This was an increase of 
4950 tithers over the 1967 total. Church 
membership showed a net increase of 
189,503 over 1967.

Of course, Christian stewardship involves 
more than giving only of our wealth. It 
involves giving of ourselves. Southern Bap
tists are proud of their reliance upon the 
Scriptures. Yet, much remains to be accom
plished in tithing before we can, as a de
nomination, claim compliance with the 
Scriptures’ teachings on tithing.
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Mercer Action Historic, Reaction Would Indicate
MACON, Ga. (BP)—Instantaneous re

action to the action by Mercer university 
trustees here to seek three federal grants 
for building construction seems to indicate 
the trustees’ vote was one of Georgia Bap
tists’ more historic moments.

The Mercer board voted to apply for 
$570,000 in matching federal grants for a’ 
new infirmary, an auditorium, and a physical 
education building. The trustees knew well 
that the Georgia Baptist convention has 
three times in the past five years voted to 
refuse federal funds of any kind for its 
schools.

Reaction was immediate, in both the 
secular and religious press.

The Macon Telegraph whose general 
manager Bert Struby is a Mercer trustee, 
carried an editorial commending the Mercer 
trustees “for its strong sense of duty and 
its determination to do what is in the best 
interest of the university.

“Had the trustees, against their better 
judgment, knuckled under to the conven
tion’s recommendation, they would have
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nullified any reason for having a board of 
trustees,” added the Macon editorial. “And 
worse, they would have acted dishonorably 
toward Mercer, themselves and the Georgia 
Baptist convention.”

The Atlanta Journal said editorially, “We 
applaud the decision (by Mercer) to seek 
federal funds, as well as the obvious deter
mination of the Mercer governing body to 
keep control of its own destiny.”

From the student body at Mercer, the re
action was even stronger.

The president of the Student Government 
Association at the Baptist school said that 
750 students had signed a petition giving 
“overwhelming” approval of the trustees’ 
action.

“We view the action of the board as 
nothing short of life-saving,” said Edwin 
Bacon of Jesup, Ga., the student govern
ment leader. “We are very grateful to the 
trustees . . . for making possible the con
tinuation of the quality of Christian educa
tion that Mercer has been noted for in the 
past.”

Reaction from at least one Georgia Bap
tist church in official action, however, was 
on the other extreme.

“If the program at Mercer has grown to 
the extent that a ‘handout’ from the federal 
government must be obtained in order to 
continue, then the program is too big and 
should be reduced,” said a resolution adopt
ed by the Baptist church at Sunnyside, Ga.

The Sunnyside church’s statement added 
that if “President Rufus C. Harris (of Mer
cer) and the trustees are not happy in their 
position under the prevailing conditions, 
then let them resign, with our blessing, and 
find employment elsewhere.”

The Christian Index, official publication 
of the Georgia Baptist convention, pub
lished a full page of letters to the editor 
in its Feb. 27 issue, and two pages of such 
letters, all dealing with the Mercer action, 

Interest Rate Hiked on HMB Church Loans
ATLANTA—Faced with the high cost of borrowing money, the Southern 

Baptist church loans operation has hiked the church loans interest rate from 614 
per cent to 714 per cent.

The policy of the Home Mission Board’s Church Loans Division has been to 
charge churches the same interest rate the division payed on borrowed money.

However, the best interest rate now available to the Home Mission Board is 
814 per cent, and the board of directors, acting in spring session here, authorized 
the Church Loans Division to borrow $1 million from a loan institution at that 
rate.

“Rather than see the churches pay such a high interest rate, the Home Mission 
Board agreed to raise its interest rate only to 714 per cent and then subsidize the 
church loans for the difference,” said church loans director Robert H. Kilgore. 
“Such subsidy will be offset by increased income received from interest on other 
funds of the Church Loans Division,” he added.

Kilgore said directors instructed the church loans officers to process only those 
loans absolutely necessary during this high money cost period, with the hopes that 
the market will correct itself.

“Some softening of the market may take place by mid-1969, but it will be 
slight,” Kilgore said.

in its March 6 issue.
Editor Jack U. Harwell said that the 

letters are about evenly divided between 
those who want to reverse the trustee action 
and bring the university back in line with 
the convention’s rulings, and those who feel 
the school should be deeded to the trustees 
and become a private institution.

The Christian Index earlier had carried a 
full-page editorial by the editor, who called 
Mercer’s action “a declaration of despera
tion.”

Harwell urged that Georgia Baptists deed 
the university to the trustees and sponsor 
a Christianity department or Baptist center 
adjacent to campus.

“My personal belief is that the principle 
(of religious liberty and private support of 
religious institutions) is more important 
than the university’s denominational affili
ation,” Harwell said.

But the Georgia editor added: “I am told 
that I am in a dwindling minority in holding 
such a belief.”

John Roberts, editor of the South Caro
lina Baptist Courier, seemed to agree when 
he wrote: “Many, perhaps a growing num
ber of Baptists in South Carolina, now be
lieve that federal building grants for the 
denomination’s schools is no longer of ques
tion of whether, but when.”

Roberts added: “Our state will therefore 
be not only interested, but involved spec
tators as Georgia Baptists pursue their 
course (in regard to the Mercer action.)

Hudson Baggett, editor of The Alabama 
Baptist, called the Mercer trustee action “a 
straw in the wind,” saying “no doubt 
Mercer’s action is a straw in the wind which 
may indicate the direction other schools will 
take.”

The historic significance of the Mercer 
action, and the effect it will have on other 
Baptist colleges and universities, is, of 
course, yet to be seen.
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Eight Recommendations Made 
On Crisis Implementation

Children's Homes

"CONSIDER THE CHILDREN"

ATLANTA—The board of directors for 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board 
approved a progress report from its special 
committee on the national race crisis, in
cluding eight recommendations.

Of the eight recommendations included 
in the committee’s report, only one hinted 
of drawing the agency into any new active 
involvement. It called for participation in 
the Urban Training Center for Christian 
Mission in Chicago.

Hugo Culpepper, director of the board’s 
division of missions and a member of the 
special crisis committee, said the center is 
“devoted to training clergy and laymen for 
ministers in the metropolis.”

He said an investigation revealed that the 
research seminars, fellowship and observa
tion at the center had initiated creative 
thinking toward the problems of the nation.

The Home Mission Board will provide 
grants to select students to attend the train
ing center.

Other recommendations from the com
mittee, appointed by the board to help im
plement the “Statement on the Crisis in Our 
Nation” adopted by the Southern Baptist 
Convention last June, included:

—Production by the Home Mission 
Board of a special documentary motion pic
ture concerning the crisis.

—Presentation of a special emphasis re
garding the crisis at the Home Mission 
Board booth at the Southern Baptist Con
vention this June in New Orleans.

—Publication of a special issue of Home 
Missions magazine giving a progress report 
of the work of the Home Mission Board 
dealing with the crisis and incorporating 
the studies, observations and recommenda
tions of the special committee (for distribu
tion at the convention).

—Compilation of bibliographical lists 
dealing with the crisis situations and dis
tributing these lists to denominational pub
lications.

—Encouragement of local Baptist associ
ations to deal with the problem in their 
areas by finding areas of common interest 
with various racial and minority groups on 
which to work together.

—Encouragement of qualified seminary 
professors in Southern Baptist seminaries to 
produce new books dealing with the Chris
tian responsibilities in social action, includ
ing the Biblical basis, theological concepts 
and workable philosophies underlying such 
responsibilities.

The committee reported that the mission 

agency presently is assisting two professors 
in such projects.

—Encouragement of all programs of the 
Home Mission Board to continue giving 
major attention to their contribution of al
leviating the crisis.

Harper Shannon of Dothan, Ala., com
mittee chairman, said other plans are being 
considered, but that the committee “just is 
not ready to make specific recommendations 
at this time.”
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Around the World — BWA — 1970 

All tours first class 
Tour conductors needed 

Request Information 
Gene Roberts, President

ROBERTS WORLD TOURS, INC.
Box 1634 Morristown, Tenn. 37814
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The Greeks and ancient sages had little 
time for children. The Chinese religious 
leaders, the Hindu mystics, and other 
oriental philosophers considered children un
important. This is not true in the religion 
of Jesus Christ. Our Lord loved them. 
Matthew tells us, “Jesus called a little child 
unto Him . . . and said . . . Whoso shall re
ceive one such little child in My Name re- 
ceiveth me.” (Matt. 18:2, 5)

Because of the importance of the child 
in our religion, Tennessee Baptists, 78 years 
ago established a Home for orphaned and 
needy children. Thousands of boys and girls 
have found a home and have found Christ 
as their Saviour during these years because 
of Tennessee Baptists. Thank you for all 
you do for our Child Care Ministry.
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Ellington Blasts Legislative Proposal 
To Legalize Horse, Dog Racing

Gov. Buford Ellington has blasted a legis
lative proposal to legalize horse and dog 
racing in Tennessee and criticized an official 
of the Tennessee Education Association for 
publicly favoring the measure designed to 
bring in additional monies for operating 
schools.

“I just don’t like to see the so-called lead
ership among teachers going out for 
gambling to support education,” the gov
ernor declared at a press conference last 
week, “I don’t think we’ve come that far.”

Introduced by Rep. Jack Comer, a Re
publican from Knoxville, during the opening 
day of this year’s legislative session, the con
troversial measure would create a system of 
horse and dog tracks across the state subject 
to approval by local referenda. All revenues 
realized by the state from the operations 
would be earmarked for education.

No “Appreciable” Revenue
The gambling bill, which would provide 

for pari-mutuel betting pools at individual 
tracks, is now before the Calendar Commit
tee in the House of Representatives with a 
recommendation for passage from the State 
and Local Government Committee. So far, 
the proposal has not been introduced in the 
Senate.

Dr. Donald G. Sahli, executive director 
of the TEA, recently appeared on a Nash
ville television program and voiced his per
sonal support of the gambling measure. 
Sahli pointed out that while the TEA had 
taken no official stand for or against the 
proposal, he felt the plan had merit as an 
aid to the state’s lagging educational pro
grams.

Following the television appearance, TEA 
spokesmen were quick to deny the sugges
tion that the association was pushing for 
passage of the bill.

Ellington also told newsmen that pari
mutuel horse and dog races have not pro
duced “appreciable” revenues for other 
states and that he did not believe the pro
posal would bring any marked benefits to 
Tennessee.

Obscene Sale Matter
Another measure before the legislature 

would hold sellers or donors of liquor liable 
for any personal injuries or damages to 
property brought about by their act. The 
bill, now in committee, would allow injured 
persons to recover damages in amounts up 
to $20,000 from sellers or donors of the 
liquor, or from owners of lessors of prem
ises where the intoxicant was sold.

Also before committees of both houses 
is a bill to increase the maximum fine for 
selling obscene matter from $1000 to 
$25,000 and permit district attorney gen
erals to file for temporary injunctions block
ing the sale of such obscene materials.

Rep. Comer’s pari-mutuel bill came under 
fire recently from veteran newspaper 

columnist J., Bill Frame in the Lebanon 
Democrat.

Frame suggested that evidently one—and 
maybe more—of the state’s lawmakers 
failed to give much thought to the question 
of morality when legalized gambling was 
proposed as a source of additional revenue.

Referring to the proposals for horse 
racing and dog racing along with associated 
pari-mutuel pools, Frame said:

Frame Critical
“If the two suggested gambling setups are 

approved, why not go all the way and legal
ize several other gambling procedures that 
would probably bring in even more revenue 
—some of which—could even get the chil
dren to contribute from their lunch allow
ances.

“Some of these would include a lottery, 
operated by the state, slot machines, and in 
the larger metropolitan areas, casinos such 
as those in Las Vegas and Reno.

“Now, with those in operation, the state 
revenues should really soar, especially if 
they were all state operated.

“We might even be able to do away with 
some of our present irksome taxes,” Frame 
added.

“Slot machines would be an ideal way to 
raise money,” he speculated.

“Any place of business, regardless of how 
small, could very well have at least a nickel 
machine. Larger stores could add a dime 
machine and the super markets and depart
ment stores could have batteries of five-, 
ten- and 25-cent machines.”

Frame noted that slot machines are quite 
tempting and seldom are set to pay back 
more than 20 per cen^ of the take. “Very 
few people can pass one by without drop
ping in at least one coin,” he observed.

“And, as I said, the nickel machines 
would be available to children so that they 
could use part of their lunch money to play. 
Most times, of course, they would go 
hungry, but just think of the fun they could 
have—and also the income for the state.”
Editor Urges Texas Baptists 
To Name Women Deacons

DALLAS—The editor of the official 
Texas Baptist publication said here he per
sonally advocates appointment of women 
deacons in Southern Baptist churches.

At present, there are no women deacons 
in Texas Baptist churches.

“I have no objections in the world to 
them,” said John J. Hurt, editor of the Bap
tist Standard.

He noted that those opposed to women 
deacons quote Paul as saying that women 
should be silent in the church.

In practice, however, women are not si
lent, even if they aren’t deacons in Southern 
Baptist congregations, the editor noted.

Women hold key leadership positions and 
deserve to hold more places of responsibil
ity, Hurt believes. (RNS)

Letter To the Editor:
We thank God that Dr. W. A. Criswell was not 

ashamed, nor afraid, to state his position and sign 
his name to his book, “Why I Preach That The 
Bible Is Literally True.” We are also glad that it 
was published by the Broadman Press and pro
moted and publicized by the Sunday School Board 
and the Baptist Book Stores.

Let the “Association of Baptist Professors of 
Religion” also state their position, and sign all 64 
names on “Why We Teach That The Bible Is Not 
Literally True.” The vast majority of Southern 
Baptist Publications, Preachers and Laymen will 
give them more than equal publicity!

We Baptists believe in freedom. Honest men of 
truth are not afraid of “harassment, Biblicism and 
witch hunting.” Jesus made this clear when He 
said, “He that doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God.” John 3:21

They certainly are free to use for themselves 
“the historical-critical approach” in their “search 
for the truth” for themselves. But, Baptists already 
have the truth. The literal truth of the Bible has 
made us what we are. We regret that they cannot 
see this, and we ask them, when has literal truth 
of the Bible ceased to be “the official position of 
the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention?”

We have seen what “higher criticism” and the 
“historical-critical” approach have done in empty
ing thousands of churches in Europe and England, 
paralyzing the ministry, and breathing its blighting 
breath of unbelief over the souls of men. We must 
not let it strike at the roots of our Baptist faith 
here in the south.

In His Dear Name,
Don J. Milam

P.S. Thanks for the great paper you are giving us. 
You are certainly presenting the great issues as 
they are.

A midnight call from the police 
. . . your child in trouble! Here’s 
a book about what to do if it hap
pens, how to keep it from hap
pening. Authoritative report on 
teen crime for all parents and 
teens, by Youth for Christ leader, 
Gordon R. McLean. Introduction 
by Senator Mark O. Hatfield.

WE RE HOLDING 
YOUR SON

$3.95 at your Baptist Bookstore 
A Revell Publication
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American Seminary Committee 
Asks Boddie To Reconsider

NASHVILLE—The Executive Committee 
of the board of trustees for the American 
Baptist Theological Seminary here has for
mally requested Seminary President Charles 
E. Boddie to reconsider his recently- 
announced resignation.

In a joint action, the executive commit
tee empowered Board Chairman Phale Hale 
of Columbus, Ohio, to appoint an advisory 
committee to make a proposal to a founda
tion for $48,000 to finance a study of the 
work of the seminary.

The action came just three days after 
public circulation of a “personal report” 
by Guy Bellamy, former director of South
ern Baptist work with National Baptists, 
which called for closing down the seminary 
operated jointly by Southern Baptists and 
the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., 
Inc.

There was no discussion, however, by 
the executive committee of the proposal by 
the retired Baptist leader from Oklahoma 
City, and no action was taken concerning 
Bellamy’s suggestion, according to Rabun 
L. Brantley of Nashville, secretary of the 
Southern Baptist Commission of the Ameri
can Baptist Theological Seminary.

Brantley said that some of the mem
bers of the seminary’s Executive Com
mittee had talked about Bellamy’s pro
posal informally the day before the 
meeting, but they decided that since 
Bellamy, a member of the SBC Com
mission on the seminary, had made no 
motions before the commission of 
which he is a member, they would not 
take any definite action.

Boddie had resigned as president of the 
seminary in February, effective in April, to 
become professor of social ethics at the 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
where he would be the first Negro faculty 
member at a Southern Baptist seminary.

Brantley said that Boddie is expected to 
respond to the request to reconsider within 
the next few days.

The proposed study, which has been in 
the planning stages for several months, 
could have far-reaching impact on the fu
ture of the seminary, Brantley said.

Chairman of the Board Hale said that 
several foundations had indicated they 
would consider an application for assistance 
to the seminary. If the grant(s) are forth
coming, it is expected that the study will 
proceed this spring and will be concluded 
by the spring of 1970.

In discussing the proposal for the study 
and increased funds for the operation of the 
seminary, Hale said that the seminary will 

continue to educate black leadership in reli
gion who will serve black churches pri
marily throughout the United States.

The demand for help in urban areas is 
acute for preachers, he said. Some of the 
graduates will continue in graduate schools 
and become teachers in colleges and uni
versities, he added.

Hale said he envisions the quality 
of the seminary instruction being im
proved through cooperation with other 
institutions in the Nashville area, such 
as Fisk university and Tennessee A&I 
university.

Graduates of the American seminary 
would become feeders for other seminaries 
and universities, he said.

A part of the new program will include 
black history and culture beyond the days 
of the slave ships, since black ministers 
should be able to communicate this culture 
to their congregations, he added. Courses 
of study will lead not only to the ministry 
but to the educating of missionaries, chap
lains and teachers of religion, Hale said.

As a result of the study, Hale said, it is 
expected that a minimum of $300,000 a 
year will be needed to implement the ex
panded curriculum, improved staff of teach
ers, and adequate library and physical needs 
of housing and classrooms.

An important phase of the work of the 
seminary is now its extension service which 
enrolls about 1000 students annually in 
many areas of the study, Hale said. (BP)
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Music Conference Sets 
Composers1 Symposium

NEW ORLEANS—The Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference, meeting here 
June 9-10 just prior to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, will feature a composers’ sym
posium dealing with the role of the com
poser of church music in the 20th century.

Top church music composers participat
ing in the symposium will also give presenta
tions of examples of each composer’s com
positions, said the conference president, 
Donald Winters, chairman of the music con
ference at William Carey college, Hatties
burg, Miss.

Major addresses at the two-day confer
ence will be delivered by Bill G. West, 
pastor of River Oaks Baptist church, Hous
ton; Donald Hustad, professor at the South
ern Baptist Theological seminary, Louis
ville; and the annual president’s address by 
Winters.

Composers who are to participate in the 
symposium are Ralph Carmichael of Holly
wood, Calif.; Phillip Landgrave of Southern 
Seminary in Louisville; and Ron Nelson of 
the music school faculty at Brown univer
sity, Providence, R. I.

The Baptist church musicians will also 
have an opportunity to ask the composers, 
symposium participants and Husted ques
tions concerning their presentations during 
an open discussion period.

Sessions of the conference will be held at 
the Leavell Chapel at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological seminary here, with a Monday 
night banquet at the seminary cafeteria.

Much of the program will be devoted to 
solos and choral presentations from some 
of the top musicians and choirs in the 11- 
million member convention, Winters said.

Phone
___ Zip
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Sunday School Lesson for March 30, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

The Holy Spirit: The Dynamic Of Missions
Basic Passages: John 16:7-14; Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-18; 5:29-32
Focal Passages: John 16:7-14; Acts 1:4-8; 5:29-32

The Holy Spirit is the very breath of life 
to missions. He is, in fact, the source of all 
power for the mission thrust and witness. 
He is the very life of missions whenever it 
has any real vitality.

In the Book of Acts we see the great 
missionary movements of early Christianity. 
It is a vigorous, mighty and daring witness 
to the Gentile world. It is filled with ex
citing incidents and developments. There is 
nothing like it in history. There have been 
great military conquests in the name of 
some religions that were sweeping and 
dramatic. But the early Christian missionary 
operation was wholly the quest of a group 
of disarmed disciples whose weapon was 
gospel truth, whose motivation was love, 
whose authority was that of the risen Christ, 
and whose dynamic was the Holy Spirit.

It caused kings to tremble and kingdoms 
to quiver. It reached into Caesar’s house
hold. It ushered in a new order. The 
prominence of the Holy Spirit is so obvious. 
He is the greatest strategist who ever 
magnified Christ our Lord. The apostolic 
strategy has never been surpassed.

DYNAMIC FOR CONVICTION 
John 16:7-14

Jesus informed His disciples that His go
ing away was for their best interests. Other
wise the comforter would not come. The 
Holy Spirit would come to be their advocate 
or standby. He would make available to 
them the presence and mind of Christ every
where and all the time.

He will convict the world of sin, righteous
ness, and judgment. The sin of which He 
will convict the world is disbelief in Christ. 
The natural man does not feel any convic
tion for this sin until the Holy Spirit brings 
it about. This is the sin that damns where all 
sin damages. Righteousness here is thought 
by some to refer to the righteousness of 
Christ because He ascends to the Father. 
We believe, that since Christ has ascended 
and is not here as He was, men are not 
made aware of His perfect life by which to 
judge their own imperfect righteousness; the 
Holy Spirit brings to men through the Word, 
a keen consciousness of the righteousness of 
Christ of which they fall so short. He 
makes them feel their need of His perfect 
goodness to be saved.

They are made aware of judgment to 
come because the prince of this world, the 
devil, has been judged. A sentence hangs 
over his head.

DYNAMIC FOR WITNESSING 
Acts 1:4-8

Jesus urged them to tarry in Jerusalem. 
He wanted them to wait for the promise of 
the Father about which they had heard Him 
speak. John had baptized them with water 
but they would be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit in a few days.

When they were all assembled together 
they asked when He would restore again the 
sovereignty to Israel. Jesus replied that it 
was not for them to know the time nor 
date which the Father had set within His 
own control. He told them when the Holy 
Spirit came on them that they would have 
power for witnessing in Jerusalem, all over 
Judaea, Samaria, and unto the ends of the 
earth.

This Holy Spirit would not only endue 
them with power for witnessing, but would 
urge them to move out in witnessing in all 
the directions our Lord had indicated.

DYNAMIC VERIFICATION OF MESSAGE 
Acts 5:29-32

The disciples were commanded not to

Six Baptist ministers in Tennessee who are active chaplains in Civil Air 
Patrol attended the annual Georgia-Tennessee Chaplain’s Conference at Robins 
Air Force Base, Ga.

The two-state group is pictured in Chapel Number Two on the base where 
the conference was held.

Baptist chaplains from Tennessee are front row, left to right, Ray Jones, 
Fountain City (8); second row, Jimmy Stroud, Knoxville (2); R. L. Pierce, 
East Ridge (3); Dale Larew, Chattanooga (5); Ernest Owens, Memphis (6); and 
T. Garvice Murphree, Maryville (7).

witness in the name of Jesus. This they 
were wholly disregarding. The authorities 
reminded them of this. Peter answered that 
they were compelled to testify concerning 
what they had seen and heard.

He reminded the officials that the Holy 
Spirit’s descent and presence had confirmed 
the testimony to which they were witnesses. 
In fact the Holy Spirit was giving them as
surance in their hearts that what they had 
testified was true.

The same Spirit in fullness is available to 
all who obey the Lord. He is the Spirit of 
truth and will guide into all truth.

He gives wings and weight to the Word 
of God and to our experience when it is 
consistent with the Word.

The Holy Spirit will direct in all our mis
sion work, if we will let Him. Unless He 
does, it -will be only a humanitarian move
ment devoid of divine power.

In some mission fields like Thailand He is 
working like He was in early Christianity. 
He did the same thing in China before the 
Reds. He can do the same again every
where if given a chance.
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Historically
From the Files

50 YEARS AGO
In the campaign to raise funds for 

Tennessee Baptist Convention schools, 
middle Tennessee has raised $40,- 
362.04; west Tennessee $55,489.37 
and east Tennessee $238.90. These 
gifts represent cash, bonds and notes.

20 YEARS AGO
Only 68 per cent of the licensed 

and ordained ministers listed in the 
Southern Baptist Convention annual 
are serving as active pastors. This rep
resents 16,251 men out of a total of 
27,343. There were 1341 new min
isters ordained during the year, more 
than twice the number ordained in 
1947. The statistics further reveal 
that 12,440 pastors serve only one 
church; 2545 serve two churches; 796 
serve three churches; 310 serve four 
churches; 108 pastors have five 
churches; 31 have six churches; 15 
serve seven churches; four pastors 
serve eight churches and two men 
serve as pastor of nine churches.

10 YEARS AGO
Action taken by the Relief and An

nuity Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention permit age annuitants to 
serve some new churches and mis
sions (under one year old) for a year, 
upon certain conditions, without re
linquishing their annuity rights.

Oregon Bill Would Tax 
Churches at 25 Per Cent

SALEM, Ore.—A bill to tax church 
buildings at 25 per cent of the usual prop
erty tax rate has been introduced in the 
Oregon legislature.

Bills to tax church property at the normal 
rate were introduced in other sessions of the 
legislature but died quickly. The sponsor, 
Rep. Don Stathos (R.-Medford) estimated 
that the measure should add $436 million to 
the property assessment rolls. It would ap
ply to fraternal and other tax-exempt or
ganizations as well as churches but not to 
hospitals, orphanages and homes for the 
elderly organized mainly to serve the needy.

Stathos said lodge^, literary societies, 
churches and kindred organizations receive 
fire, police and health protection “as well as 
many other services at the expense of the 
taxpayers.” They “must now join in the 
efforts to solve Oregon’s property tax prob
lems,” he declared. (RNS)

By W. Fred Kendall
This week, the first period of the Crusade 

of the Americas revivals will be reaching 
their climax. We will be able to see whether 

Kendall

real revival fires have 
been kindled and whether 
the churches have opened 
the way for God to do a 
great work through them. 
There is evidence of a 
mixture of hunger for 
revival in some places 
and great indifference 
in others. Certainly the 
world outside of the 
churches have shown 
little interest in revival.

There is growing evi
dence that great revivals within the churches 
is our greatest need. There is still a need 
for a burning desire to possess more hearts 
to bring about the changes in living that 
must be if the churches are to regain their 
power. There must be a greater desire to 
find the will of Christ and to do it. That 
was his measure of discipleship. He taught 
us to pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in Heaven.” Did he mean for us to pray 
and expect an answer? Did he mean for us 
to pray for his kingdom to come? Did he 
mean that he must rule in the hearts of men 
as they fully commit themselves to him? We 
all know that he did.

We must get away from the idea that 
church membership is like the membership 
in a civic club or a fraternal organization. 
Of course we have many who do believe 
that the church is made up of people who 
have had a great experience of redemption 
through Christ and who are living in a 
growing fellowship with the living Christ. 
But this needs to be the accepted and 
predominant spirit in the churches. Christ 
needs to be the real head of the church and 
to be the real Lord of every life in the 
churches.

Many churches are moving toward such a 
fully committed and dedicated life but it is 
far too slow and too small. We need a 
revival that will bring us to Christ and to 
full obedience to his will. Then we will 
have the compassion for the lost and suffer
ing and spiritually distressed people. Then 
we will be willing to become involved in 
seeking to reach them and minister to them.

Let us pray that this Crusade will grow 
and that it will start the movement that will 
grow into a real fire of revival that will be 
lasting and that will penetrate deeply into 
our lives and bring the great changes that 
are so badly needed. It will be a costly 
work and will require much more than the 
routine efforts we now see evident. Let us 
pray that God will awaken us and move 
toward real revival in these days ahead.

On Matters of

driving
By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Tradition Is a Peculiar Treasure 
But One Well Worth 

Maintaining
Creating and maintaining family tradi

tions involves time and effort which hard
working mothers may come to resent, but 
they are worth the trouble, assures Iowa 
State Univ, family life specialist Russ 
Mahan.

“In our technological society, traditions 
can be the bond that binds family members 
of all ages together,” he reminds. “They 
bring together the past and future—and to
day’s family, especially, needs to be aware 
of both dimensions.”

It may be that some traditions should be 
allowed to ebb away; honest appraisal of 
recent holiday celebrations or home rituals 
will tell which. A “habit” may not be 
worthy of elevation to a “tradition.” But 
“bother” shouldn’t be the criterion for 
abandoning a beloved custom, stresses 
Mahan, nor should traditions be “imposed” 
on other children who don’t want to par
ticipate. Adolescents will be more likely to 
return to tradition if there was no fuss about 
their temporary disinterest.

Southern Baptist Press Group 
Honors Richard N. Owen

The Southern Baptist Press Association 
has expressed appreciation for Dr. Richard 
N. Owen, of Nashville, retired editor of 
Baptist And Reflector.

The group, at its recent meeting in 
Raleigh, adopted the following resolution:

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
we ask our secretary to express to Richard 
Owen, long a member and former president 
of this organization, who retired as editor 
of the Baptist And Reflector and to J. 
Dee Cates, who resigned as editor of the 
Baptist Beacon of Arizona, our appreciation 
for their editorial ministry and denomina
tional leadership, and for their faithful 
service to their respective states, the South
ern Baptist Convention, the Kingdom of 
God, and to this fellowship.

“FURTHERMORE, we would express to 
each of them our esteem, and our best 
wishes in the retirement years which have 
come to one, and the new responsibility, 
which has come to the other.”
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Piece of Wire Shapes Christian Pilgrimage
By James Evans McReynolds

NASHVILLE—What would you do if 
someone gave you a simple piece of wire 
and told you to shape your Christian pil
grimage with it?

Some would frown, others would think, 
“Are you kidding?” Some would giggle, 
others would laugh. But for Bill Hayes, 
senior high-college director for Park Cities 
Baptist Church, Dallas, a piece of wire be
came a source of an enriching Christian 
experience.

It happened at the Mid-South Recreation 
Lab at Peach Creek Baptist Assembly, 
Houston, sponsored by the church recrea
tion department of the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

Frank Hart Smith, the board’s social 
recreation consultant here, had shared his 
personal testimony during a seminar session. 
He told of his little daughter, then in first 
grade, who had wanted to tell him some
thing during the middle of the sermon dur
ing worship the Sunday before Valentine’s 
Day. She was persistent in her plea, but 
Daddy was equally resistent and told her 
to shut up.

She then started to draw something on a 
piece of paper, folded it, and handed it to 
her daddy.

He opened it and read, “To Daddy 
from Betsy Brown. I do not love Dad
dy. Daddy won’t listen to me.”

Protestant Time on Italian Radio Extended
Protestant church groups in Italy now 

have 25 minutes each Sunday morning to 
broadcast over nationally owned radio, an 
increase of 10 minutes.

By coincidence, Baptists were the first 
group to appear during the extended time. 
The time is rotated among various denomi
nations belonging to the Federation of 
Italian Evangelical Churches, Baptist leaders 
explained.

During the first 15 minutes of air time, 
Carmelo Inguanti, Milan pastor and presi
dent of the Baptist Union of Italy, preached 
on Baptist distinctives. “Baptists,” he said, 
“are distinct in their particular concept of 
the church as a society of regenerated Chris
tians, each holding a personal faith.

“Baptists generally refuse to accept creeds 
or confessions of faith that are binding on 
all members,” Inguanti went on. The listen
ing audience is estimated at over 1 million, 
the largest following for any religious pro
gram over nationally owned radio, said 
Stanley Crabb, Rivoli, director of the Italian 
Baptist recording studio.

The studio tape recorded two hymns in a

Smith then related how this experi
ence had changed his relationship to 
his daughter and to Christ. He started 
listening.
Then he gave the group this assignment: 

Take a small piece of wire and express your 
own personal Christian pilgrimage by bend
ing the wire into any shape that expresses 
your feelings.

“It was such a simple thing, yet for me 
it was the highlight of my spiritual life,” 
Hayes related.

“As I shaped the wire, five images came 
to my mind. If Frank Hart Smith had not 
shared his experience about his little girl, I 
would never have begun thinking in this 
pattern.

“The first image that came to my mind 
was of a little girl named Shelia Wilson. I 
was five years old and Shelia was my faith
ful playmate. One day she did not come to 
play, for you see, Shelia had a disease 
which took her life. I remembered going 
to my mother and asking, ‘Where is Shelia? 
Why doesn’t she come out to play?’

“Then I first heard the word ‘God.’
‘Shelia has gone to be with God in 
heaven,’ my mother had replied. This 
was the beginning of my search, a 
search to know more about God.
“This also started a search for my mother 

a young Christian, who knew there would 
be other questions—questions she could not 
answer.

Baptist church in Turin, Italy, to be used 
on the program. However, overall super
vision and transmission are handled by staff 
of the national radio organization. The 
broadcast, which precedes the 8 a.m. news, 
is heard throughout Italy.

The Protestant denominations plan to use 
the additional 10 minutes to give news about 
current events in the evangelical world. Fol
lowing Inguanti’s sermon, a member of the 
news department of Italian state radio inter
viewed Nando Camellini, Rome, secretary 
of the Baptist union.

Camellini underscored the significance of 
the Baptist presence in modern Italy.

He said that although there are many 
characteristics which Baptists hold in com
mon with Christians of all faiths, “there 
remains, however, without undervaluing that 
which happens elsewhere, a strong accent 
on the personal responsibility of the believer 
and his genuine and vast freedom in Christ.”

For 25 years, Protestant churches have 
had 15 minutes of time weekly available to 
them over the government-operated radio 
network. (EBPS)

“The next image was of a sixth grade girl 
named Sue Cook, who lived before me her 
Christian testimony. This caused me to ask 
a basic question, the most important ques
tion I have ever pursued, ‘Who is Jesus 
Christ?’

“The third image was of my mother who 
had the answer and who helped me to find 
Christ as my personal Saviour.

“The fourth image was of my wife, Alice. 
I had helped lead her to know Christ, but 
now she is the one who keeps me humble 
in my walk with God.

“The last image was of a child, our child 
yet to be born. I thought of this child as 
given by the Creator to begin once again 
the Christian pilgrimage,” Hayes said.

“A silly piece of wire? Yes, and a silly 
wire sculpture, too. But through it God’s 
power moved in my life,” Hayes concluded. 
(BP)

Dialect Bible Best Seller
SHILLONG, India—Hmar-dialect Chris

tians in Manipur and Assam provinces 
bought up, in less than four months, a 
5000-copy edition of the Bible published 
in their language.

The Hmar Bible, first complete text of 
the Scripture in the dialect spoken by some 
28,000 people, was printed by the Indian 
Bible Society in cooperation with the United 
Bible Societies and Partnership Mission, 
Inc., of Wheaton, Ill. (USA). (RNS)

Rev. and Mrs. Wilburn C. Hoglen, of Flint, 
Mich., are among 16 missionaries appointed 
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board on March 13 in Richmond, Va. They 
will go to Venezuela, where he expects to 
pastor an English-language church. Mrs. 
Hoglen, a native of Union County, Tennes
see pins a name tag on her husband at the 
start of preappointment activities.
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