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pulpit (La
By Jim N. Griffith

Recently, according to the Baptist 
Standard, in a Garland, Texas church, 
the devil—or a reasonable facsimile— 
visited a Sunday School department 
and asked to make an announcement.

Speechless, the superintendent nod
ded as the masked Satan declared:

“I don’t really need an introduction 
—I know many of you already. In 
fact, I’ve been quite close to some of 
you for some time.

I wanted to drop in and congratu
late you—not a single person from 
this department has been in Training 
Union for eight weeks. And I want 
you to know how proud I am of all 
of you.”

He went on, in a devilish way, to 
commend all of them for planning 
something on Sunday nights—like a 
movie or television, or a late after
noon ride—so that they could excuse 
themselves by saying, “they were busy 
and couldn’t make it!”

But notice that Satan’s final burning 
note to the group was a word of en
couragement, “to keep up the good 
work and you shall be rewarded.”
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interpretation

The Tyranny of Darkness
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“This is your hour, and the power of 
darkness” Luke 22:53.

These words were spoken by Jesus to 
those who arrested Him in Gethsemane. 
This group included the chief priests, the 
officers of the temple, and the elders or 
some other members of the Sanhedrin (v. 
52). They had come to seize Jesus as though 
He were a criminal. They had not dared to 
arrest Him openly as He taught in the tem
ple (v.53). But they came under cover of 
night when the populace was sleeping.

Jesus seized upon this thought to express 
the tyranny of darkness. This was their 
hour of the tyranny of darkness.

The word rendered “tyranny” (exousia) 
means “out of being” or authority out of 
the nature of one’s being. Jesus used it of 
Himself in Matthew 28:18. “Power” or 
“authority” renders this word.. However, 
when this authority is exercised by an evil 
person it means tyranny. This is its mean
ing in our text. Here it connotes unre
strained power or authority.

Evil ever works in the world. But under 
the restraining power of God (cf. Job 1). 
But here Jesus said that His enemies now 
for their hour would have the unrestrained 
power of darkness.

In effect God temporarily removed His 
restraint from evil. He said that it could do 
its worst to His Son, even kill Him. Yet He 
would still overcome evil in Jesus’ bodily 
resurrection.

It is in this sense of tyranny that we may 
understand the terrible things done to Jesus 
in His trials and crucifixion. It was unre
strained evil heaping its insults and cruelty 
upon God Himself in the person of His Son.

Even so, after the tyranny of evil had 
worked without restraint, God showed His 
unlimited power and authority so that in 
evil’s worst act God overruled to provide 
for the redemption of men. If God be for 
you, who can be against you?

CHICAGO BAPTISTS PRESENT 
"GOOD NEWS" TO MAYOR DALEY

CHICAGO—Seven ministers representing 
the various Baptist bodies in Chicago pre
sented a special edition of the Good News 
for Modern Man New Testament to Mayor 
Richard Daley, launching the church re
vival phase of the Crusade of the Americas 
here.

The mayor, who seemed touched by the 
presentation, told the Baptist delegation he 
spent 15 minutes each day reading the 
Bible. Mayor Daley is a Catholic. (BP)

Devotional

ALL WE LIKE SHEEP
Isaiah 53:6

By William S. Bates, Pastor
First Baptist Church, Martin

Bates

Our hearts thrilled this year as we studied 
the book of Isaiah. Again we have learned 
the truths as presented by the prophet 

Isaiah. Very vividly he 
has told us about the 
waywardness of God’s 
people, but also he has 
told us about the love of 
God and the provisions 
God has made for us 
through the coming of 
the Messiah.

Isaiah reaches new 
heights when he comes 
to the 53rd chapter and 
it is here that we read 
this great verse: “All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” As 
we look into this verse, we see in the first 
place that Isaiah notes here that we have all 
gone astray. Sin is not always easy for us 
to confess. We often like to call attention 
to others’ sins, but we fail to note our own. 
Isaiah saw sin in his own life and the lives 
of the people about him. He illustrates the 
sins of all as sheep who have strayed from 
the fold. Jesus saw the world of His day as 
sheep without a shepherd and sheep with
out a shepherd seem to wander aimlessly 
without direction. <

Another thing that comes to us as we look 
at this verse, “We have turned—to our own 
way.” How tragic it is when God’s people 
set themselves so determinedly against God’s 
will for their lives. Our attitude so often is 
—I have food; I have, clothing; I have 
shelter; I have a bank account; I do not 
need God. With all of these blessings, it 
would seem that we would want to follow 
God more closely.

Yet there is another thing that Isaiah 
teaches us, “The Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” “What a wonderful Sav
iour!” Isaiah is saying. He has seen our 
waywardness, he has seen our sin, he has 
seen our neglect, he has seen our selfishness; 
therefore, God steps in to give us one to 
take our place, to bear our sins, to suffer, 
to bleed, to die, to live again—“Hallelujah, 
what a Saviour!”
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
(One of a series)

INTERRACIAL MARRIAGES
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

The following are personal conclusions 
concerning interracial marriages, which, I 
believe, Christians should think through 
carefully and prayerfully.

1. A case cannot be made against inter
racial marriages on the basis of any specfic 
teaching on the Scriptures.

2. Laws in the past and the general preju
dice and pressure against interracial mar
riages have not prevented the mixing of the 
races. It is estimated that approximately 75 
percent of the Negro people of the United 
States are of mixed blood.

3. A fear by some white people concern
ing a marked increase in intermarriage does 
not seem justified. There doubtlessly will 
be some increase as Negroes and whites mix 
more freely at school and in the community. 
But it seems that the vast majority of Ne
groes do not desire to marry outside of their 
own race.

4. Let us not forget that interracial mar
riages involve two people. White people 
should not put all the blame on the Negro 
when such marriages occur. A white person 
is involved in every interracial marriage.

5. It seems quite clear that interracial 
marriages, at least in our culture, are not 
wise. It is difficult enough to achieve a sat
isfactory adjustment within marriage with a 
person of one’s own race and culture. The 
difficulties are multiplied when one marries 
a person from another race. The verdict of 
common sense is not only against the mar
riage of Negroes and whites; it also raises 
serious question about many other interra
cial or intercultural marriages.

6. Under certain conditions a marriage 
for a child of God may not only be unwise 
but positively wrong. He should take into 
consideration the effects of what he does on 
the body of Christ, the church, and on the 
members of that body.

Paul plainly says that the Christian is not 
to seek his own good but the good of others 
(I Cor. 10:24). What he does is to be done 
for the glory of God (I Cor. 10:31). These 
and other biblical principles are just as ap
plicable to marriage as to other areas of our 
lives.

This means that any marriage is wrong— 
interracial or otherwise—if by entering into 
the marriage the Christian will lose or great
ly reduce his effectiveness in the work of the 
Lord or if the marriage will hurt or handi
cap the cause of Christ in general. If such 
a marriage were interracial the preceding 
statement would apply as much to one part
ner in the marriage as to the other.

7. If a couple crosses over racial lines 
and marries, we and our churches should

Illinois Board Names
Two New Staff Members

CARBONDALE, DI.—The board of di
rectors for the Illinois Baptist State Associa
tion elected a new state student director and 
an associate in the state-wide Baptist Sunday 
School department, and authorized the sale 
of the Baptist student center at Champaign, 
Illinois.

Named as state secretary of student min
istries was Robert E. Blattner, who has been 
campus Baptist Student Union secretary at 
Southern Illinois university since 1967. He 
succeeds Lee H. Swope who resigned last 
year.

Donald E. Harman was named associate 
in the Sunday School department, succeed
ing John Perkins, who recently was elected 
secretary of the Sunday School department. 
Herman is currently minister of education 
at Parkway Baptist church, St. Louis, Mo.

In other major actions, the board ap
proved a resolution requesting removal of 
lien against the Baptist Student Center at 
Champaign, to free the property for sale. 
The education committee was authorized to 
list the center with a realtor at a price of 
$900,000. (BP)

HAWAII POLICE CHIEF, BAPTIST 
LAYMAN, NAMED TOP POSTAL AIDE

WASHINGTON—Honolulu Chief of Po
lice Dan Liu, immediate past president of 
the Hawaii Baptist Convention, has been 
named to a top government post here as 
special assistant to the Postmaster General 
for International Organizations.

The announcement was made here by 
Sen. Hiram L. Fong (R., Hawaii), who rec
ommended Chief Liu for the position.

Chief Liu, a noted Baptist layman and 
active member of Olivet Baptist church in 
Honolulu, will assume the postal position 
here July 1 or as soon as he can be relieved 
of his present duties.

As special assistant to the Postmaster 
General for International Organizations, Liu 
will advise on international postal policy 
matters, will represent the United States in 
postal relations with other countries, the 
United Nations, and international postal or
ganizations, and will oversee international 
postal agreements.

At international conferences, he will rep
resent Postmaster General Winton M. Blount 
in negotiations and discussions on such mat
ters as international mail rates, and mail ex
change and transportation. (BP) 

seek to maintain a spiritual ministry to them. 
Our churches minister to the needs of peo
ple not because they approve what they are 
or agree with what they have done. The 
churches’ ministry is or should be based on 
need.

| Religion Around The World I
Several thousand spectators lined the 

main street of Salto, a Uruguayan city of 
60,000, some 300 miles from Montevideo, 
the capital, as about 400 Baptists marched 
in a parade that officially launched the Cru
sade of the Americas evangelistic campaign 
in that country.

“What a long parade!” cried some of the 
spectators. “Look how many Baptist 
churches there are in Uruguay!” “We have 
never seen such a well organized parade in 
Salto.”

Churches and missions of the Japan Bap
tist Convention baptized 1101 persons in 
1968, according to The Baptist, the Con
vention’s official publication.

Worth C. Grant, press representative for 
the Japan Baptist Mission (organization of 
Southern Baptist missionaries) and associate 
secretary of Jordan Press, the publishing 
house of the Convention, reports that total 
membership in the 135 churches and 110 
missions is 21,046. Total average attend
ance at morning worship services was 8198, 
or about 34 per church or mission.

Military action in the mountains of Gilead, 
in northwest Jordan, early in the morning 
of April 22, caused activity to soar at the 
Baptist hospital in Ajloun as casualties were 
brought in, reports Mrs. L. August Love- 
gren, Southern Baptist missionary whose 
husband is on the hospital staff.

Three victims were dead on arrival. Two 
of the wounded died. Among the dead were 
two civilian residents of Ajloun, relatives of 
hospital staff members, who had been hit 
while plowing their fields that morning.

Rev. Boyd A. O’Neal (left), Southern Bap
tist missionary, and Captain Jose Goncalves 
da Silva, retired state police officer, discuss 
distribution of relief supplies to victims of a 
March flood which took more than 1000 
lives and destroyed part of the town of Sao 
Jose da Laje, Alagoas, Brazil.
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EDITORIALS

SUPPORT BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Baptist And Reflector, news journal of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, deserves the support of every pastor 
and church in the state. Not because of any special merit 
upon the part of the publication, per se, the staff, or the 
editor, is this support deserved. Rather, it is because the 
Baptist And Reflector brings to Tennessee Baptists each 
week a complete cross-section of events in the world of 
Religion, with heavy emphasis upon the news and min
istries of Tennessee Baptists.

Informed Baptists are able Baptists—able to render 
more effective service in the cause of Christ, able to 
make more effective judgments of the world in which 
we live. The staff of your news journal strives each week 
for a more excellent publication. Excellence in typog
raphy, layout, design, increased use of photographs, and 
increased local news coverage does not come cheaply or 
easily. Expenses of publishing the paper mount almost 
monthly. Yet, the price of the paper has not increased in 
several years.

As the organ of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, this 
publication, quite naturally, seeks to promote the many 
interests of this body. And by the way—we are indebted 
to Executive Secretary Kendall, and the Convention staff, 
for their kind and effective cooperation. Although we do 
promote all our ministries, we provide news coverage, 
hopefully, while its still news.

We repeat, informed Baptists are effective Christians. 
We request earnestly that every pastor and church con
sider placing your state publication in the church budget. 
For pennies a week, the entire congregation may benefit 
from reading Baptist And Reflector. Thank you, Tennes
see Baptists!

DISSENT ON THE CAMPUS:
Sociologists will be spending the next several years 

seeking “logical” explanations of the waves of campus 
disorders which have swept this nation during the past 
two or three years. Relatively new in the United States, 
campus dissent—in the form of violence—has been evi
dent throughout the world since the end of World War II. 
Post-war Japan felt it, even in the throes of defeat and 
disaster.

We believe the era of campus unrest is not yet over. 
Strong and responsible voices in protest of campus vio
lence are now being raised, including voices of men in 
places of leadership in the world of religion and the 
world of government. Although these voices are strong, 
and although it is estimated that only five per cent of 
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students are involved actively in violent demonstrations, 
these violent and tragic episodes await one important 
factor before coming to an end. This factor, as we see 
it, is the recognition of the ethic of self-discipline in
herent in the Christian religion. Much of this ethic of 
self-discipline was transmitted into the warp and woof 
of the Constitution by its framers. Our nation has strong 
bases in this Christian attribute. And, in a violent age, 
Christian charity and Christian grace still are answers to 
undisciplined rebellion. We doubt, honestly, the motives of 
many of the rebels. An intelligent mind must know that 
coercion does not bring about permanent answers to prob
lems. Coercion creates additional problems. Our Baptist 
colleges have, in the main, so far escaped the “fad.” 
Whether they will continue to escape, we don’t know, but 
we rather think the very Christian ethic we have men
tioned will mean no campus violence. Therefore, special 
concern is addressed to parents of Baptist young people in 
Tennessee institutions of higher learning. Let us not, in 
the name of academic freedom and the right to dissent, 
encourage even in a remote degree the irresponsible atti
tudes and actions which lead to violence. There are, prob
ably, 25,000 Baptist students in Tennessee colleges and 
universities. With encouragement from parents and pas
tors, they could well set examples in many ways in a day 
when good examples are hard to come by.

| "I AM SORRY FOR
| THE MEN WHO DO NOT REAP THE BIBLE DAILY.
| I WONDER WHY THEY DEPRIVE THEMSELVES 
| OF THE STRENGTH AND THE PLEASURE. I SHOULD 
I BE AFRAID TO GO FORWARD IF 1 DIP NOT BELIEVE 
g THAT THERE LAY AT THE FOUNDATION OF ALL OUR 
| SCHOOLING AND ALL OUR THOUGHT THI6 INCOW 
I PARABLE AND UNIMPEACHABLE WORD OF GOD. *

Baptist And Reflector



Twelve Tennesseans Finish 
Studies at Southwestern

FORT WORTH, Tex.—Twelve Tennes
seans have received degrees and diplomas 
during the spring commencement services at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary.

Over 200 students received degrees and 
diplomas from President Robert E. Naylor 
in ceremonies last week.

The Tennesseans and their areas of stud
ies are: William D. Pharr, Master of Church 
Music; William Gilbert Byles and George 
Franklin Jackson, Master of Religious Edu
cation; Charles L. Fowler, Harold Franklin 
Kemper, James Arvin Kinsey and James B. 
Pace, Diploma in Theology; Lawson Dupree 
Horton, Jr., Bachelor of Divinity; William 
Thomas Baddley, Jr., Marvin Ray Gibson, 
Clarence Cecil Kelley, Jr. and Paul Wayne 
Lee, Master of Divinity.

Students, Adults Schedule 
Meeting To Influence SBC

NEW ORLEANS—An estimated 100 to 
150 Baptist students will meet here jointly 
with perhaps 50 to 100 adults prior to the 
Southern Baptist Convention to deal with 
church renewal and to plan ways to influ
ence the convention to act on current theo
logical and social issues.

The students are affiliated with a loosely- 
organized group called Baptist Students Con
cerned, which demonstrated at the Southern 
Baptist Convention last year in Houston, 
and held a dialogue session with SBC lead
ers expressing deep concerns about such is
sues as poverty, racism, and the war in 
Vietnam.

The adults are members of a recently- 
organized “action group” called the E. Y. 
Mullins Fellowship, named for the late 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary presi
dent and SBC president who united the con
vention after a theological and church 
history controversy in 1899.

Both groups will hold two joint sessions 
at the St. Charles Avenue Baptist church 
here on Monday, June 9, and will split into 
separate sessions on Tuesday, June 10, just 
prior to the opening of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Principal speakers at the joint sessions on 
Monday will be Samuel Hill, religion pro
fessor at the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill; and George Schweitzer, chem
istry professor at the University of Tennes
see, Knoxville.

Open discussion on issues, not speeches, 
will be the major concern of both groups in 
their separate sessions, said the leaders of 
each organization.

The issues of concern to the two groups 
are somewhat different, but as Stuart 
Sprague, student at Duke university in Dur
ham, N.C., said: “We are going in two 

parallel directions, and we have a lot of 
common ground.”

Sprague said the general theme for the 
student meeting will be church renewal in 
the SBC, but specific issues of concern to 
the students will be student participation 
in denominational affairs, conscientious ob
jection to military service, the church’s rela
tion to the conscientious objector, sex edu
cation, the racial revolution, and theological 
issues.

Theological issues will be the major con
cern of the Mullins Fellowship, said William 
C. Smith, religion professor, at the Univer
sity of Richmond and one of the key men 
in the organization of the group. (BP)

Illinois Baptists To Vote 
On Constitution, New Name

URBANA, Ill.—The Illinois Baptist State 
association, meeting here for the first called 
session in its history May 16-17, will con
sider a proposed new constitution which 
recommends changing the name of the as
sociation to The Illinois Baptist Convention.

The state association meeting last No
vember adopted the report of its restructure 
committee which requested a constitution 
committee to “draft a proposed new consti
tution or modify the existing constitution to 
incorporate the necessary changes in keeping 
with the proposed organizational structure.”

At the called session in May, the Illinois 
Baptist body will consider the committee’s 
proposed new constitution on “first read
ing.” If approved, the new constitution 
would have to get second approval at the 
regular convention next November before 
going into effect. (BP)

Sunday School

OPERATION HOME STUDY- 
1969

By Wendell W. Price
The books suggested for this summer are 

as follows:
Adults—The Message We Proclaim
Young People—Call to Continued Disci

pleship
Intermediate—Intermediates in the Learn

ing Fellowship
Junior—Heroes of the Faith
Alternate for Youth and Adults—Recrea

tion for Churches.
These books are suggested for individual 

study by Sunday School members. The Su
perintendent of Training will promote the 
study, set a date for starting, order the 
books and distribute them at a special time, 
duplicate and distribute copies of the ques
tions on each book, call time for all answer
sheets to be turned in to him, and send 
requests for awards to the Sunday School 
Board.

Pray and plan and watch people respond.

Pitt Honored at Luncheon;
Has Served TBC Since 1960

William H. Pitt, Sr., stewardship secretary 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, since 
September, 1960, has been honored at a 
luncheon given by fellow employees of the 
state convention.

Pitt resigned recently to accept the posi
tion of director of endowment and capital 
giving service of the Southern Baptist Con
vention Stewardship Commission, Nashville, 
effective May 21.

Jones Stewart, secretary-treasurer, Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, was master of 
ceremonies at the luncheon. Dr. Merrill D. 
Moore, executive director of the SBC Stew
ardship Commission, was the featured 
speaker. Pitt was presented a Kodak insta- 
matic 814 camera.
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Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly Celebrates 
60th Year of Ministry To SBC

*By James Evans McReynolds

RIDGECREST, N. C.—Ridgecrest Bap- ! 
tist Assembly celebrates her 60th anniver
sary of ministry to Southern Baptists with 
the 1969 assembly session.

With limited facilities and fewer financial 
resources, Ridgecrest began its assembly 
program in 1909. That first program in
cluded conferences for Sunday School 
workers, Baptist Young People’s Union 
(B.Y.P.U.), laymen, missions ejnphasis 
groups and a general Bible conference.

Owned and operated by the Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, Ridgecrest now offers 28 confer
ences beginning in June with a student 
conference and closing in early September 
with a single adult conference.

The first worship service was conducted 
from an improvised porch built on an old 
log cabin across the road from Ridgecrest 
Baptist church. A stone marker identifies 
the spot from which B. W. Spilman, Ridge
crest’s founder, preached the first sermon 
60 years ago.

B. W. Spilman, field secretary, and Arthur 
Flake, general secretary of the Sunday 
School Board, were the first assembly lec
turers. They conducted the Sunday School 
workers’ conference. The conference was 
followed by lectures by Thomas J. Watts, 
then corresponding secretary of the Southern 
B.Y.P.U., at the Baptist Young People’s 
Union conference, and by T. B. Ray, then 
educational secretary, Foreign Mission 
Board, who led the missions emphasis con
ference.

The first Bible conference was led by 
William Lunsford of Nashville. He was 
aided by W. W. Hamilton, H. W. Battle 
and E. C. Dargan, who served as discussion 
leaders.

B. W. Spilman, father of Ridgecrest Bap
tist Assembly, set out to create an assembly 
“the equal to any on earth.” He spent 
1909-1910 preparing for the second annual 
program.

It opeped June 11, 1910, with a school of 
religious education. Only six persons at
tended the conference. Five teachers had 
been enlisted, but only two were present. 
They were B. W. Spilman and George W. 
Greene, a furloughing missionary. In re
sponse to this small beginning, Spilman 
wrote in his diary, “I was dreaming dreams 
and seeing visions of the day when these 
hills would swarm with people.”

From this beginning, the assembly grew 
until in 1914, 1286 persons registered from 
20 states. Pritchell Hall opened the same 
year. It was named for two Baptist laymen

—United States Judge Jeter C. Pritchard of 
Asheville, N. C., and J. D. Elliott of Hick
ory, N. C.

Thirty years later the assembly had grown 
to 22,000 persons attending 24 conferences. 
A steady increase in attendance has been 
recorded each year, until at last, in the 
words of Spilman, “these hills swarm with 
people.” In 1968, 37,856 persons attended 
the assembly. During the second Training 
Union Conference of 1968, a record num
ber for any single conference, 4489 attended 
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly.

Spiritual values have highlighted assem
bly programs. T. L. Holcomb, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Sunday School 
Board, said, “Whatever else we do, our aim 
is first of all to minister to the spiritual 
life of those who come to the Assembly, to 
create and maintain an atmosphere in which 
Christians can grow in soul and spirit.”

Thousands of Baptist leaders have led in 
worship programs through the years at 
Ridgecrest. Besides the 28 conferences listed 
on the program, many other sessions are 
held in the cottages, at the two camps, Camp 
Ridgecrest and Camp Crestridge, in the an
nex halls, on hikes, at Dew Gardens, in 
morning devotions led by students and pas
tors, in “mini-conferences” which happen 
as unplanned explorations into God’s truths 
and in “brain-picking” sessions with leaders 
who come to Ridgecrest. People study the 
Bible, explore Christian faith, listen to tales 
of world missions and discuss church meth
ods. Spiritual horizons are broadened, 
visions of world needs are brought into 
focus, life dedications are made and lasting 
Christian friendships are formed. Many of 
today’s missionaries made mission commit
ments at Ridgecrest.

Testimonies from Southern Baptists 
throughout the convention underline the im
pact of Ridgecrest and its programs on Bap
tist life.

Fulfilling and far exceeding the fondest 
dreams of B. W. Spilman and its early 
backers, Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly has 
become a place of inspiration and informa
tion for thousands of Southern Baptists. 
The assembly is dedicated to generations yet 
unborn in the hope that thousands will come 
to know God as revealed in Jesus Christ in 
a deeper, more meaningful way than ever 
before.

* James Evans McReynolds is information specialist 
in the office of public relations, Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, Nashville.

Presbyterian, U.S. Budgets 
For World Missions Pared

NASHVILLE—A cutback in overseas and 
headquarters budgets has been ordered by 
the Board of World Missions of the Presby
terian Church, U.S. (Southern).

An announcement on the budget noted 
that denominational agencies have experi
enced “deficit financing” over the last two 
years and that the world missions board has 
escaped “deep indebtedness only through 
receipt of an unusually large bequest.”

More specifically, the 1970 field budgets 
for Latin America, the Far East and Africa, 
and Europe and the Near East, were pared, 
respectively, to $520,000, $466,000, and 
$176,000.

The Nashville headquarters’ 1970 budget 
was slashed and its 1969 budget also re
duced.

No indication was given of how much the 
budget cuts amounted to in the announce
ment.

Dr. David L. Stitt, board chairman, said 
operations must be “streamlined at every 
point ... to do the main job. The Board 
regrets the necessity of asking overworked 
staff members to carry additional responsi
bility; but its deepest distress is its inability 
to send to the field those who have expressed 
their readiness to Lord Jesus Christ over
seas.” (RNS)

Convention President Tom Madden (left), 
pastor of First Baptist, Tullahoma, is pre
sented a giant-sized “gavel” by Harrison- 
Chilhowee president Charles C. Lemons as 
part of activities at a faculty luncheon hon
oring Madden.
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Ouachita University Faces Financial
Crisis Due To Enrolment Drop

Brotherhood

Baptist Retreat
Leader Is Announced

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—Ouachita Baptist 
university at Arkadelphia, Ark., is facing a 
major financial crisis, the Executive Board 
of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
was told here.

Jeral Hampton of Booneville, Ark., chair
man of the board of trustees at the Baptist 
school, said that the financial crisis has been 
caused by a sharp drop in enrolment for the 
current school year.

Hampton, a layman, said that the budget 
for the school year has been projected on an 
anticipated enrolment of 1700, but that the 
actual enrolment had fallen about 300 stu
dents short of this.

He asked the Arkansas Baptist Conven
tion board to support a drive to recruit more 
students, adding that the school is starting 
a more intense public relations program to 
improve communications between the insti
tution and the Baptists of the state.

The president of Ouachita, Ralph Phelps, 
resigned in March after 16 years in the post. 
He said at the time that the convention did 
not give the college enough funds and that 
the convention was dominated by ultra
conservative forces who want to make the 
university a Bible institute.

In major actions, the Arkansas board 
adopted new bylaws, combined three of its 

departments, and heard a report from its 
committee seeking a new convention execu
tive secretary.

The board voted to increase its member
ship to include eight women, one to be 
elected from each of the eight districts of 
the state convention. The board now has 70 
members, only two of whom are women, and 
one of these is ex-officio.

Final approval of the bylaws change add
ing the women to the board must come from 
the state convention in annual session next 
November.

The board also voted to combine the con
vention’s race relations department with the 
missions department; the Brotherhood de
partment with the evangelism department; 
and the stewardship department, which has 
been a responsibility of the associate execu
tive secretary, with the annuity department.

In a report to the board, Wilson Deese of 
West Helena, Ark., chairman of the board’s 
operating committee which is charged with 
the responsibility of nominating an executive 
secretary, reported that his committee had 
interviewed several possible persons for the 
top executive position, and plans to inter
view several others before bringing a recom- 
menation to the board. Deese did not 
indicate who is being considered. (BP)

John T. Leeson, III, of Nashville will as
sist in the soul-winning training of the Bap
tist men who will be attending the Brother

hood Retreat at Camp 
Linden, Linden, June 27- 
28. He is international 
extension manager of the 
Gideons International 
and associate editor of 
the monthly Gideon mag
azine.

An active member of
Leeson Belmont Heights Baptist 

church, Leeson super
vises the Gideon work in the 77 Gideon 
countries outside the United States and
Canada.

Leeson is a former insurance salesman. 
He and his wife, Betty, have four children.

According to Roy J. Gilleland, Jr., state 
Brotherhood secretary, attendance at the 
retreat is limited to 180 for the purpose of 
effective training. Register now with the 
Brotherhood Department, 1812 Belmont 
Boulevard, Nashville, Tennessee 37203. Cost 
for the weekend is $6.00.

Nixon Upholds White House Services, 
Commends Religion To U.S. Youths

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Visitors to the White House heard President Nixon 
extol the importance and value of religion and voice the hope that young Ameri
cans would turn to religion in today’s “crisis of the spirit.”

The occasion was an informal talk before some of the 200 guests who took 
part in the fourth of a series of interdenominational religious services in the East 
Room of the White House.

The service was conducted by the Rev. Edward G. Latch, chaplain to the 
House of Representatives and former pastor of the Metropolitan Memorial Meth
odist church in Washington, which was attended by the Nixon family when Mr. 
Nixon was Vice President.

Over coffee in the State Dining Room, the President said one of the troubles 
with the country today was that young people seemed to think that religion was 
for “old folks,” that it wasn’t “in” and thus the younger generation does not go 
to church. There was, he suggested, too much emphasis on the materialistic side 
of life among the nation’s youth.

Questioned as to the purpose of holding services at the White House, Mr. Nixon 
said he had been brought up to believe that more good was accomplished by ex
ample than by a thousand words, and he hoped that since the White House was a 
focal point of the nation, the young people in the universities and elsewhere might 
come to think there was something to be gained through religion. (RNS)

Funds Unavailable for Mercer 
Federal Grant Applications

MACON, Ga.—Mercer university’s ap
plication for three federal construction 
grants will not go through this year due to 
lack of funds, according to a Georgia con
gressman in Washington.

Mercer trustees voted on Feb. 7 to seek 
three federal grants totaling $570,000 to 
help finance erection of a fine arts audito
rium, a swimming pool and an infirmary.

Rep. Jack Brinkley from Georgia, wrote 
of Mercer’s application in reply to a query 
from W. Pierce Moore, pastor of Second 
church in Forest Park, Ga.

“According to the latest information from 
HEW (Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare), an application for a $570,000 
grant to assist in construction of three 
buildings was filed with the Higher Educa
tion Commission (in Atlanta) on Feb. 14, 
1969. The application was not forwarded 
to Washington until April 10, 1969,” wrote 
Rep. Brinkley.

“According to HEW there are no funds 
available at this time and the university will 
have to file a new application after July 1, 
1969. The current application will not carry 
over to the new fiscal year.” (BP)
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Tennessee Hews Briefs j
Eureka church, Rockwood, has called 

W. H. Liner as pastor. He was formerly 
pastor of Mt. Pisgah church in McMinn 
County association.

Samuel Dean, associate pastor of Central 
church, Johnson City for two years, has ac
cepted the call to become pastor of First 
church, Jonesboro in the same association.

Park Avenue church, Nashville, recently 
celebrated its 81st anniversary with dinner 
on the grounds. Now the second largest 
Baptist church in Nashville with a member
ship of over 3100, Park Avenue has led the 
Nashville association in baptisms for the 
past eight years and the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention two years. Offerings during the 
past nine years have increased from $66,000 
to $198,000. Bob Mowrey is pastor.

Mountain View church, Knoxville, has 
erected a $2000 steeple to their building 
which was built in 1960. Frank S. Clabo is 
pastor.

Mrs. Mazie Isabell Cardwell, wife of 
Thomas R. Cardwell, retired minister, died 
recently in Clinton. Services were held in 
Dutch Valley Methodist church with burial 
in the Elkmont Cemetery in the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. In addi
tion to her husband Mrs. Cardwell is sur
vived by one son, two daughters, four sisters 
and three brothers.

D. Eugene Jackson re
ceived the M.Div. degree 
during recent commence
ment exercises at Mid
western Baptist Theologi
cal seminary, Kansas 
City, Mo. A graduate of 
Belmont college, Nash
ville, he is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest 
Jackson of Nashville and 
is married to the former

Jackson Kay Walton, a graduate 
of Union university, 

Jackson.
Dr. Robert M. Burts, a native of South 

Carolina, and professor of history at Car
son-Newman college, Jefferson City, has 
been presented the Distinguished Teacher 
Award at the Honors Convocation held 
recently at Carson-Newman.

The Treble Teens from Baptist Children’s 
Village, Jackson, Miss., performed recently 
at the Baptist Children’s Home in Franklin 
and at Woodmont church, Nashville. Mrs. 
Jan Nix is director, Miss Gio Townsend ac
companist and Paul Nunnery is village 
superintendent.

One of candidates recently baptized by 
pastor D. Frank Bell of Webb church, New
port, was an 89 year-old man, Noah Foster.

John Oldham, head Basketball coach at 
Western Kentucky university, Bowling 
Green, spoke at recent special youth serv
ices at First church, Livingston. Over 400 
were present. The church has announced 
plans for the construction of a new 500-seat 
sanctuary. Gentry Qualls is chairman of 
the bond steering committee and William 
N. Davis is chairman of the building com
mittee. Emory Register is pastor.

Ernest Greene has been called as pastor 
of Helton Springs church, Grainger County 
association. He formerly served as pastor 
of Locust Grove and Mount Eager churches 
in the same association.

Ellis Gennoe of Chattanooga, and a 
member of East Lake church, has com
pleted 22 years of perfect attendance in 
Sunday School. Ben L. Peacock is pastor.

Pomona church, Cumberland County as
sociation, recently moved into their new 
auditorium. John McCoy is pastor.

Isoline church, Cumberland County asso
ciation, recently moved into their new audi
torium. Jerry Randal is pastor.

REVIVAL
S'

Beulah church, Holston association, re
ports three professions of faith, one by let
ter and seven rededications during their 
recent revival. J. O. Carter, pastor, Miracle 
church, Lavergne, preached and Jerry Mor
rell, minister of music, Beulah, led the sing
ing. Luther Reed is pastor.

Nashville association, baptisms and addi
tions by letter, respectively: Immanuel, one 
and two; Antioch, six and six; First, Frank
lin, 17 and two; Judson, four and two; Smith 
Springs, three and three; Riverside, six; 
Grace, 16 and 13; Belmont Heights, 12 and 
six; Brookside, one and one; Calvary, two; 
Dalewood, 14 and six; Fern Avenue, two; 
Glenwood, six and 10; First, Goodlettsville, 
four; Harsh Chapel, four and one; Haywood 
Hills, 12 and 14; First, Hendersonville, 10; 
Hermitage Hills, 22 and eight; Hillsboro 
Meadows, five; Inglewood, five; Maplewood, 
two and one; First, Nashville, six and eight; 
New Hope, four and one; North Edgefield, 
four; Parkway, six and four; Peytonville, 
two; Rosedale, eight and three; Temple, 
nine and three; Two Rivers, 20 and four; 
Walker Memorial, four and one; West 
Trinity Lane, two and three; Whitsett 
Chapel, six; Woodbine, three and two; Cora 
Tibbs, four and two; Edgefield, five; First, 
Hermitage, two and two; Hill Hurst, 21 and

Intruders, apparently searching for money, 
pried open about 25 doors at First church, 
Chattanooga following a recent Sunday eve
ning service. Carroll Fox, chairman of the 
church’s finance committee, said the bur
glars escaped with little of value. The doors, 
valued at $50 each, were damaged beyond 
repair.

Bill Delaney, pastor, Highland Park 
church, Columbia, has been awarded the 
earned Doctor of Jurisprudence degree at 
Cumberland School of Law, Samford uni
versity. A member of the Tennessee Bar 
Association, he was a practicing attorney 
before entering the ministry. He also holds 
the B.A., B.D., and M.R.E. degrees.

Charles Livingood has been called as 
pastor of Fairfield church, Centerville. A 
former pastor of First church, Linden, he 
comes to Centerville from Holland, Michi
gan. _______

G. C. Puckett has resigned as pastor of 
Central Point church, Grainger County as
sociation and retired as an active pastor. 
The church has recently called Brother 
Phillips as pastor.

Pastor and Mrs. Dillard Hagan, Forest 
Hill church, Chilhowee association, were as- 
cently honored by the church on the occa
sion of their 18th wedding anniversary.

RESULTS
six; Lakewood, 27 and two; Lincoya Hills, 
five and two; Madison Creek, two; and 
First, Madison, five and six.

Wade Clemmons, full-time evangelist 
from Morristown, led the churches in 
Pickett County association in a county-wide 
revival recently which resulted in 44 profes
sions of faith and 106 rededications. Two 
young men surrendered to the gospel min
istry and two young ladies volunteered for 
missionary service.

Chilhowee association churches: Broad
way, 15 for baptism, six by letter, one dedi
cation to church-related vocation and 27 
rededications. Raymond Smith is pastor; 
Kinzel Springs had six rededications. C. H. 
Christopher preached. Park Keller is pas
tor; Madison Avenue, seven for baptism, 
two by letter. Obie Campbell preached. 
Clarence Evans is pastor; Providence, seven 
for baptism, two by letter, 18 rededications. 
Johnny Estes is pastor; Piney Grove, six 
for baptism. Clyde Glass, assistant pastor, 
Lincoln Park church, Knoxville, preached. 
Thurman Arnold is pastor; Salem, three 
professions of faith, three for baptism, 
three by letter and 14 rededications. One 
surrendered to a church-related vocation 
and one surrendered to the gospel ministry.
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Sunday School Americans United Loses 
IRS Tax Exempt Status

Need Leaders?
By Wendell W. Price

Teacher, take time to organize your class! 
This is not for the privilege of reporting, 
nor the honor of attaining merit achieve
ment, nor because our leaders expect us to.

But there are good reasons.
(1) This is where adults should start 

growing. Some are in the class as adults 
who do not have a lifetime of Sunday 
School experience behind them. They want 
to know the Sunday School organization and 
program, what makes the church tick, how 
responsibility is accepted in a democratic, 
non-coercive group, what the Bible says, 
what it means, how to teach, and other 
matters. In the class, by observation, month
ly class meetings, friendship conversations, 
personal visitation, and teacher leadership 
the adult learns and assimilates such truths.

Those who participate in group Bible 
learning regularly will keep growing, chiefly 
in Bible truth and in Christian living, in 
witnessing, in loving, and in caring for 
others.

(2) In the class is the logical place for 
leadership to start emerging. Here is the 
place to see who will accept responsibility, 
who will seriously visit and witness, who is 
learning the Biblical revelation as revealed 

TENNESSEE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

by a constantly changing life, who will lead 
in public prayer, who will get before people 
to challenge and speak up, who illicits a fol
lowing, to whom the class looks in a crisis 
or major decision.

So adults have the joys of an individual 
role as a class member plus the challenge of 
developing all the potential leadership with
in each member, because “Adult class 
members are the basic source of all poten
tial church leaders.” We must encourage 
their development.

This calls for enlisting them as officers, 
instructing them in the task, guiding them 
in the work, encouraging them in the faith 
and watching with delight as they grow. 
Some will respond to bless.

Thus the adult class feeds a continuing 
stream of leadership into the larger circle 
of church life. This is vital since each church 
needs one to seven more leaders than it did 
last year and yet has one to seven less lead
ers than last year. Losing over 1000 adults 
each year from our Sunday School rolls 
doesn’t help the leadership demand. As we 
major on teaching and reaching we contrib
ute to vital Christian living and leadership 
development.

WASHINGTON—Americans United for 
Separation of Church and state reported 
here that the Internal Revenue Service has 
revoked its tax-exempt status.

The revocation notice said that the organ
ization is “action” oriented and as such is 
not eligible for tax exemption.

Glenn L. Archer, executive director of 
the organization, declined comment, other 
than to say, “We will have a conference 
with IRS at an early date.”

A four-page letter from the Internal 
Revenue Service included this paragraph 
as the basis for its ruling:

“By advocating your position to others, 
thereby attempting to secure general accept
ance of your beliefs; by engaging in general 
legislative activities to implement your 
views; and by urging the enactment or de
feat of proposed legislation which you be
lieve inimical to your principles, you have 
ceased to function exclusively in the educa
tor’s role of informant in that your advocacy 
is not merely to increase the knowledge of 
your audience, but to secure acceptance of, 
and action on, your views concerning legis
lative proposals, thereby, encroaching upon 
the prescribed legislative area.” (BP)

a personal 
testimony 
by Robert G. 
Witty 

~ r- * t" *■ «

ENGINEERING ASSISTANT
Would oversee the operation and 
maintenance of all mechanical and 
electrical systems in the Nashville 
properties, assist in consultation with 
engineering firms on the design of 
mechanical and electrical systems and 
assist in supervision. Salary begins 
at approximately $9,000 per year with 
excellent fringe benefits, working con
ditions, and regular merit increases. 
Requirements: College degree in 
mechanical or electrical engineering.

If you are interested send a 
resume or letter to:

Office of Personnel
Sunday School Board of S.B.C. 
127 Ninth Ave. North 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

ARTISTS

Responsible for advanced creative art 
in the areas of lettering, layout, design, 
color, and illustration, in black and 
white, and multiple color work of 
high professional quality for advertis
ing, and for a variety of promotional 
tracts, folders, periodical covers, 
books and posters.
Requirements: Must have a college 
degree in graphic or visual design or 
be a graduate of a commercial art 
school. Art samples of high profes
sional quality should be provided. 
Salary is commensurate with training.

Signs of the 
Second 
Coining
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Robert G. Witty

SIGNS OF THE SECOND COM
ING strongly stresses the premil
lennial view of the Second Com
ing. Dr. Witty feels passionately 
that the nuclear bomb, the artificial 
satellites, the drug-induced hal
lucinogenic states are signs of the 
imminent Second Coming of 
Christ—that each has been spe
cifically foretold in passages in the 
Bible. Paper, $1.95

Get this new BROADMAN book 
from your Baptist Book Store
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Baptist Programs Featured 
On NBC Radio During June

FORT WORTH—Five radio programs 
produced here by the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission will be 
broadcast by the National Broadcasting Co., 
“Faith In Action” network radio series dur
ing the month of June.

The programs, to be carried on network 
radio each Sunday morning in June, will 
feature two Baptist personalities—David 
Fite, Baptist missionary who was recently 
released after four years in a Cuban prison 
camp, and Bill Glass, professional football 
player for the Cleveland Browns.

Fite, in an interview with Don Sturgis of 
the SBC Radio-TV Commission, will tell of 
experiences he and his father-in-law, Herbert 
Caudill, had after being arrested four years 
ago by the Castro regime on charges of 
illegal currency exchange. The program is 
scheduled June 1.

All-Pro lineman Glass, a former All- 
American star for Baylor university in 
Waco, Tex., will chat during the June 8 
show about his tours around the country

*How well do you know 
your Catholic neighbor?

Meet the 
American 
Catholic

by Philip Scharper
A prominent Catholic layman 
candidly discusses the beliefs 
and practices of his church. 
An informative and significant 
book for everyone who is curi
ous about what is happening 
in Catholic life today. (26b)

Board, $3.95 
Paper, $1.95

Published by Broadman Press 
and available at your 
BAPTIST BOOK STORE

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.
24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.

724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

during the off-season speaking to young peo
ple and adults about God’s leadership “on 
and off the field.”

A recording of an address to the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commission’s seminar 
on “The Church’s Mission in the National 
Crisis” by Jesse Jackson of Chicago will be 
featured on the June 15 program. Jackson 
is national director of Operation Bread
basket, a branch of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and a 27-year-old 
Baptist minister.

A discussion by a group of youth who are 
members of the Anselm Forum in Gary, 
Ind., will be broadcast on June 22. The 
forum seeks to promote brotherhood and 
truth through discussion.

Lilli Wolff, now a Dallas dress designer, 
will tell of her life as a Jew in Germany 
during the Hitler dictatorship on the June 
29 program. She will relate how she nar
rowly escaped deportation to a Nazi exter
mination camp for Jews, and how she even
tually found freedom and fulfillment in be
coming a Christian and reaching America.

The “Faith in Action” programs are fed 
over the NBC radio network beginning at 
8:30 Eastern Time each Sunday. Broadcast 
times may vary in different localities, said 
SBC Radio-TV Commission officials. (BP)

Flashback
Says the Western Methodist: “It is a 

shame for any preacher to dress in fine 
clothes while his wife wears faded and 
dingy garments. It is a shame for any 
preacher to play the gentleman while his 
wife milks the cows and plays the drudge 
generally. We have seen the like, and been 
disgusted by it. There is neither dignity nor 
godliness in such a situation. A man who 
will depreciate his wife is not the man to 
elevate others.” The Methodist is right 
about it. We are sorry to know, however, 
that there are any Methodist preachers who 
do that way. Are there any Baptist preach
ers who are guilty of it?—Reprinted from 
Baptist And Reflector, December 19, 1907.

CUM FIWW
I 

At a price 
Any Church Can Afford 

Write or call

WAGONER BROS.
MFG. CO.

Phoee: OR 5-2468 
Booneville, Arkansas

42 Senators Sponsor 
Anti-Alcoholism Bill

WASHINGTON—Forty-two Senators are 
co-sponsors of a bipartisan bill aimed at 
making a five-year, $65.8 million attack on 
alcoholism, the nation’s fourth most serious 
health problem.

The proposed Alcoholism Care and Con
trol Act of 1969 was introduced by Sen. 
Jacob K. Javits (R., N.Y.) and Sen. Frank 
E. Moss (D., Utah).

The bill is also actively supported by the 
North American Association of Alcoholism 
Programs and by the National Council on 
Alcoholism.

Sen. Javits quoted the U. S. Public Health 
Service and the Crime Commission as de
scribing alcoholism as ranking behind only 
heart disease, mental illness and cancer as 
America’s most serious health problems.

“Alcoholism afflicts an estimated 5,000,000 
Americans, and roughly 250,000 persons 
join the ranks of Alcoholics each year,” said 
Sen. Javits. (BP)

Clergy Urged To Risk Dismissal 
In Opposing Social Injustice

MIAMI—Religious leaders here were 
urged to risk getting “fired” for saying and 
doing what they should to correct social in
justices.

The advice came from a white Baptist 
pastor, Dr. Lewis Rhodes of the Broadway 
Baptist church, Knoxville, Tenn., principal 
speaker at the annual religious conference 
of the Dade County Community Relations 
Board.

A variety of opportunities exist for the 
clergyman to bring about social change in 
his community and they should be utilized, 
Dr. Rhodes said.

None of them taken alone can effect the 
basic change in society that is necessary if 
minority groups are to receive equal justice 
in all areas of life, he said, but they will be 
a step toward participatory democracy which 
must replace our current system of majority 
democracy.

Majority democracy, he claimed, “allows, 
perhaps encourages, majority oppression” 
and has in the past kept the black commu
nity at a serious disadvantage.

The Knoxville pastor warned that the 
churches and synagogues may forfeit their 
fght to be reconcilers in society because of 
their own internal divisions. (RNS)

Fiber Gloss Baptistries
Repair Old and Build New
Coll 292-4029 or Write

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass
P.O. Box 894, Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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White SBC Church First
To Join Negro Convention

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—For what is believed 
to be the first time in Southern Baptist Con
vention history, a predominately white 
Southern Baptist church here has joined the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., 
maintaining dual alignment with the SBC.

The action was taken by the Christ 
Memorial Baptist church in St. Louis as a 
practical step to implement locally the State
ment Concerning the Crisis in Our Nation” 
as adopted by the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in Houston last June.

Bill Little, pastor of the church in sub
urban St. Louis, said that it was the first 
Southern Baptist church in Missouri to join 
a predominately Negro convention, and that 
he believed it is the first such church in the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Victor Glass of Atlanta, director of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board’s 
work with National Baptists, said that as far 
as his office could tell, it was the first SBC 
church to become dually-aligned with a 
Negro Baptist body and the SBC.

Glass called the church’s action a creative 
step. “This is a way of saying to Black Bap
tists, ‘you have something to give to help 
me, and I have something to learn from 
you’,” said Glass. (BP)

Methodist Bishop Sees 
Drop In Contributions

EVANSTON, III.—A decline in contribu
tions may be ahead for the United Methodist 
Church, the president of the denomination’s 
Council on World Service and Finance said 
here.

Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr., of Columbia, 
S.C., said he did not wish to be pessimistic, 
but added that financial “signs of the times” 
cannot be ignored.

It was noted that several Protestant 
churches have already experienced declines 
in giving. Budgets have been cut by United 
Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches.

Since the United Methodist Church came 
into being by merger in 1968, it is not pos
sible to make financial comparisons with 
previous years, Bishop Hardin said. (RNS)

SPECIAL INSURANCE l 
FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTOMOBILE

Children's Homes

A THANK YOU NOTE

By James M. Gregg

On behalf of our children, I thank you 
most sincerely for your love gift last Sunday 
on Children’s Homes Day for the homeless 
boys and girls under our care. If, for some 
reason your church could not receive the 
offering, will you please set some other Sun
day later, perhaps Father’s Day, to help 
meet the needs of your four Homes. Some 
of our pastors tell me that they always des
ignate another Sunday or two following 
Mother’s Day to enable those who are away 
“visiting mother” to make this offering.

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists. Please 
keep us on your prayer list.

HOMEOWNERS CHURCH PACKAGE 
POLICY

Party Perk-Ups Complete Family Protection

• Low Rates
• Special Discounts for Two 

Cars and Compacts
• “Cancel Protection”

Complete Protection For

• Home and Possessions
• Loss by Theft
• Personal Liability
• Up to 40% Savings

Complete Protection For
• Your Church and Buildings
• Loss by Theft
• Liability and Medical
• Unbelievably Low Cost 

Due to Packaging
IF YOU DON’T DRINK-GET DETAILS TODAY

From a “practicing" doctor of fun come 
these stunts, skits, and fun dramas—guar
anteed to tickle the funny bone. Doctor 
McGee has prescribed his most successful, 
time-tested remedies to make this one of 
the most hilariously appealing, ridiculously 
funny, party-perfect books ever! The versa
tile material can be used by various num
bers of participants and by different ages. 
The “how-to” section and alphabetical in
dex make this a valuable storehouse of 
party-planning ideas. (26b) $3.95

Order this new BROADMAN BOOK 
from your Baptist Book Store
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Phone: 683-4517
Stan Oliver, Sales Mgr.
Vance F. Byrd 
Jim Duke
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 362-3430
John Dunlap
Jerry Hopper
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 682-9744 
William Langley 
Office Phone: 683-4517 
Home Phone: 853-2521 
Leslie Nance 
Doy L. Roane
Office Phone: 683-4517
Home Phone: 853-8122 
Jimmy Wilson 
Office Phone: 683-4517 
Home Phone: 682-7557 
MEMPHIS-WHITEHAVEN Office: 
3755 Hwy. 51 So. #4 
Memphis, Tenn.
Phone: 396-1717
Loyd “Sandy” Boatner, Jr.
Office Phone: 396-1717
Home Phone: 391-5987 
Frank Douglas
Office Phone: 396-1717 
Home Phone: 363-1285 
Leland Martin

Ken Witt 
Office Phone: 396-1717 
Home Phone: 363-5924
MILLINGTON:
Charles C. Hollingsworth 
Phone:
MURFREESBORO: 
Thomas D. Farmer 
Phone: 893-5064 
Woodrow Medlock 
Phone: 893-7047 
NASHVILLE State Office: 
1007 Murfreesboro Rd. 
Phone: 244-2485 
Ray R. Jenkins, State Mgr, 
Roy Andes 
Frank E. Earles 
Sherman M. Brown 
Wm. Cecil Griffith 
Bob Dorsey 
Phone: 227-6825 
Raymond Terry 
Phone: 883-8775
OOLTEWAH:
Wendell P. Bryant
PARIS:
H. D. Lax 
Phone: 642-5281
SHARON:
Melcolm A. Bell 
Phone: 456-2110
UNION CITY:
William C. Hairston, Jr. 
Phone: 885-5271

State Office, Suite 101, 1007 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee. Phone 244-2485
Agencies available throughout the State of Tennessee and Kentucky. Insurance experi

ence desired but not necessary, part time or full time. Call, write or wire Ray Jenkins, 
State Mgr.
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Legislative Scene

Many Legislative Acts Affect Baptists In State
The 86th General Assembly adjourned 

until 1970 on May 9 after an eleven-week- 
session which produced major controversies, 
including a pari-mutuel horse-racing bill 
which went down to defeat.

Of interest to church leaders throughout 
Tennessee, however, were numerous other 
measures, many of which failed to receive 
approval, during the session.

Among the measures approved by the 
legislators were those to:

—Impose strict regulations on the teach
ing of sex education in the public schools, 
a subject which proponents of the legislation 
said should be confined to the home and 
the church.

—Increase from $1000 to $5000 the 
penalty for selling obscene material.

Define Obscene Material
—Define obscene material, a bill spon

sored by Rep. Leonard Dunavent, R-Mil- 
lington, outlining various types of books, 
films and other materials which now are 
declared legally “obscene” for persons 17 
years of age or younger.

—Increase from $300 to $2500 the lia
bility limits on property damage for which 
negligent parents must be responsible for

JESSE 
FLETCH EE.

&
BROADMAN 

PRESS 
add another 

title to a 
winning team.

The Search lor 
Blonnye Foreman
f Z VZZZZ^ZZZ z X zZ , /»Z v»».9 <<

C. Hetchcr

This popular author combines 
spiritual, psychological, and literary 
adventure—built around the true 
story of a missionary who dis
appeared after flying into the in
terior of Brazil. Written in a 
popular documentary style, the 
two-streamed biography presents, 
through flashbacks, the identity 
and character of Foreman while 
also revealing the searching mis
sionary’s own discoveries as he 

’ conducts the hunt. $3.25

Order BROADMAN PRESS titles 
from your Baptist Book Store 

acts of vandalism committed by their minor 
children.

—Raise the state tax from 8 to 13 cents 
per package on cigarettes and a hike on 
other tobacco products.

—To permit cities to establish boards of 
review to classify motion pictures as to 
their obscene content and to determine age 
groups before whom they can be shown.

—To allow the practice of “brown-bag- 
ing” in Memphis if residents of that city, 
who rejected liquor-by-the-drink two years 
ago, should approve the plan in a referen
dum planned sometime this fall. “Brown- 
bagging” is the term used by those who 
carry their own bottles with them to restau
rants and dinner clubs.

Narcotics Penalties
The “brown-bagging” bill, sponsored by 

Sen. J. O. Patterson, D-Memphis, was the 
only significant piece of liquor legislation 
considered by the lawmakers.

And the controversial proposal by Rep. 
Jack Comer, R-Knoxville, to legalize pari
mutuel betting on horse and dog races was 
the only major gambling measure before the 
legislature. It was re-referred to committee 
in apparent defeat and Comer made no 
effort to revive it during the final days of 
the session. However, it and other measures 
in committee will remain on the active list 
for the adjourned session which begins next 
January.

Still another measure receiving legislative 
approval was a bill to increase the penalties 
up to $2000 fine and imprisonment of 20 
years for those convicted of furnishing nar
cotics or marijuana to minors under 18 
years of age.

Fail To Win Approval
A number of bills on moral issues, how

ever, failed to win approval.

AROUND THE WORLD IN 1970 
WITH SELECTIVE BAPTIST TOURS 

VISITING BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE TOKYO 
(Delegates Tax Deductible) 

WORLD'S FAIR (EXPO '70) - HONG KONG - BANGKOK 
INDIA: BANARAS, DELHI, TAJ MAJAL, TEHERAN

Jerusalem — Israel — Athens — Rome — London 
JULY 9-AUGUST 10

ONLY $1999 FROM HOME TOWN- 
10% and 24 Months to Pay 

DELUXE AND FIRST CLASS HOTELS 
WRITE EXPERIENCED DIRECTOR 
Rev. H. F. Parker 
Miami Springs Baptist Church 
378 Westward Drive 
Miami Springs, Florida 33166 

OTHER DIRECTORS WELCOMED. WRITE FOR INFORMATION. SPECIFY DATES 
Or Attend Free New Orleans Luncheon, 12:30 p.m., Tue., June 10, Jung Hotel 

VIA NORTHWEST ORIENT AIR LINES AND AIR FRANCE

These included:
—A bill by Rep. M. G. Blakemore, D- 

Nashville and others, to repeal the law 
which makes lotteries illegal.

—A measure by Rep. I. H. Murphy, D- 
Memphis, to raise from $500 to $1000 the 
penalty for aiding or abetting prostitution. 
The House approved the bill, which failed 
for lack of a constitutional majority in the 
Senate.

—A far-reaching proposal, blocked in 
committee, which would have prohibited 
any state official including legislators from 
doing business with the State Government, 
among other provisions. Opponents said it 
would have imposed provisions so broad it 
could not have been enforced.

—A similar bill to prevent employes of 
the State Safety Department from engaging 
in businesses such as taverns and other 
establishments they are charged with regu
lating.

Prohibits Teaching On Sex
—A measure to repeal the state’s 50- 

year-old “bone dry” law which prohibits the 
possession or transportation of alcoholic 
beverages in counties which do not have 
legalized retail liquor stores.

The strong regulations imposed on pro
posed sex education courses did not clear 
the assembly until the final day when the 
Senate accepted a House amendment. As 
sent to the governor for his signature, the 
bill prohibits the teaching of sex education 
in any school unless it is approved by the 
local board of education involved, the State 
Board of Education and taught by “quali
fied” instructors.

Rep. W. L. Scholes, D-Nashville, the 
primary House sponsor, said it would out
law the type of proposed sex education 
courses as the one under study in Nashville. 
Sen. James Roberson, D-Nashville, and 
Sen. Jerry Agee, D-Nashville, were the 
Senate sponsors of the bill under which 
teachers violating the act could be sen
tenced to 11 months and 29 days in jail 
and fined up to $500.
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April Mission Gifts Up, 
Report Called Encouraging

NASHVILLE—An “encouraging” month 
of mission giving through the Southern 
Baptist Cooperative Program unified budget 
has boosted mission budget gifts for the 
first third of the year to 5*4 per cent more 
than similar gifts for the same period in 
1968.

Gifts for the period, January through 
April, 1969, totalled $9,242,021 through the 
Cooperative Program unified budget, an in
crease of $483,477 or 5.52 per cent over 
similar gifts for the same period in 1968, 
according to a report from the SBC Execu
tive Committee here.

Total mission gifts, including both the 
$9.2 million through the Cooperative Pro
gram plus a total of $16.3 million to desig
nated special mission causes, reached the 
$2514 million mark at the end of April.

Most of the $16.3 million in designated 
gifts went to the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, through its annual Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for foreign mis
sions. Designated gifts to all causes in
creased $351,103 or 2.2 per cent over the 
1968 designations for the same period.

“We can take real encouragement from 
the fact the Cooperative Program receipts

Campbell

Tennessean Receives Degree 
From Golden Gate Seminary

MILL VALLEY, Calif.—John Lee Camp
bell, son of Mr. and Mrs. James A. Camp
bell of Route 1 in New Market, Tenn., 
graduated May 9 from Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological seminary in Mill Valley, Calif., 
with a master of divinity degree.

Campbell, who resides 
on the seminary campus 
pending appointment by 
the Foreign Mission 
Board, is employed as an 
accountant with a San 
Francisco Certified Pub
lic Accounting firm. He 
graduated from Carson- 
Newman college with a 
bachelor of science de
gree in 1963.

Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological seminary,

which is celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
graduated 66 students representing 21 states 
and eight foreign countries.

Dr. William Eugene Grubbs, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Baptist General 
Convention of Oregon-Washington, deliv
ered the challenge to the graduates in serv
ices held on the Strawberry Point campus. 
He was assisted by Seminary President Har
old K. Graves and Vice-President W. A. 
Carleton.

for SBC causes have shown a larger in
crease during the first four months of 1969 
than during the same period in 1968,” 
said Porter W. Routh, executive secretary 
of the SBC Executive Committee here.

Routh said that the 5.52 per cent increase 
in Cooperative Program gifts for the first 
four months compared to a 5.24 per cent 
increase in 1968 over 1967 gifts. “This con
tinued growth will mean much to the cause 
of Christ,” he said.

During the month of April alone, Co
operative Program gifts reached $2,256,812, 
an increase of $90,058 or 4.16 per cent over 
April, 1968, contributions.

For the four-month period, the grand 
total of Cooperative Program contributions 
plus designations increased by $834,580 or 
3.38 per cent over total gifts for the same 
period in 1968. The $2514 million in grand 
total gifts compared to $24.7 million in 
1968.

The figures reported by the SBC Execu
tive Committee reflect only contributions to 
nation-wide Southern Baptist Convention 
causes, and do not include amounts given 
to support local and state-wide Baptist mis
sion efforts. (BP)

Tennessee Writers 
Featured in New 
Broadman Book

Everyday, 
Five Minutes 

with God

William Walter Warmath of Jack- 
son, Betty Burns, Ethel H. Bailey, 
and Vivian Hackney of Nashville, 
Ralph L. Murray of Knoxville, and 
Craig Ratliff of Newport are 
among the writers of these 100 
joyously reverent, deeply inspiring 
devotionals. A book to be read 
and cherished—and a sure-to-be- 
appreciated gift.
EVERYDAY, FIVE MINUTES
WITH GOD $3.50
Published by BROADMAN PRESS 
Get it today
from your Baptist Book Store

Religion and Life

Rev. and Mrs. Marshall G. Duncan, 
Southern Baptist missionaries who have 
completed furlough in the States, were 
scheduled to return to Kenya on April 30 
(address: Nairobi Baptist Centre, Box 4628, 
Nairobi, Kenya, East Africa). Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Duncan are natives of Tennessee. Born 
in Knox County, he lived in several Ten
nessee towns while growing up. She is the 
former Margie Rains, of Clinton. When 
they were appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1964, he was pastor of Ridgedale 
Baptist church, Knoxville.

You CAN Get 
Glass

Participation

See how in...

This complete introduction to tech
niques of learning gives six full teach
ing plans to show, step-by-step, how 
various dynamic approaches to teach
ing can be used. Dr. Pierce, editor of 
adult materials in the Sunday School 
department of the Sunday School 
Board, stresses the use of techniques 
that favor group participation. The 
treatment is thoroughly practical, mak
ing it easy for Bible teachers and other 
group leaders to follow. $2.95

LEADING DYNAMIC BIBLE 
STUDY

is published by BROADMAN PRESS. 
Buy it at your Baptist Book Store
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Sunday School Lesson for May 18, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

The Message Of Truth

Basic Passages: I John 1:1 to 2:11
Focal Passages: I John 1:8 to 2:11

The word truth has a variety of connota
tions. A set of representative facts related 
to the same subject will indicate the truth 
about that subject. Truth carries the idea 
of that which is genuine, sincere and real. 
It denotes that which liberates or redeems.

To find the truth about any doctrine in 
the Bible we must have all the references 
using the predominating consensus. The 
New Testament references must take pre
cedence in interpretation to get the Christian 
and final concept. The highest form of 
truth is redemptive truth. It sets men free. 
It found its incarnation in Christ, who is the 
truth.

There were those in John’s day who 
boasted of their knowledge. They had the 
key to all knowledge. They claimed this 
knowledge and perceptive gift gave them a 
superiority in faith. However, they did not 
tie moral conduct into this greater knowl
edge.

They were like some who boasted of the 
purity or superiority of their faith but ex
emplified no superior behavior in conduct. 
Knowledge was the big word with this 
group. They were careless in the emphasis 
on corresponding behavior due to superior 
light. John made it abundantly clear that 
superior quality of knowledge should de
velop a greater awareness of their sinfulness 
and should cause them to present a better 
quality of life.

THE LIGHT TEST
I John 1:8 to 2:1-2

Those who claim to have a special revela
tion and clearer light than others as those 
under the influence of the Gnostics and Es
sene should show a greater awareness of 
their own sins, transgressions and the need 
of a Savior. They certainly should not walk 
in darkness.

The first word for sin found in verse 8, 
has the adea of sin-principle or sinful dis
position. Those not aware of it, not only do 
not have truth or real light, but are self
deceived. The second word for sin in verse 
10, refers to overt act. To deny it is to 
make God a liar and reject the Word or re
vealed will of God.

Those who are in the true light are aware 

not only of their sins and transgressions but 
of God’s mercy and redemptive provisions 
for cleansing. They will know that God will 
not only cleanse but has provided satisfac
tion for our sins so that He can be just and 
justify the ungodly. See Chapter 1:9 and 
2:1-2.

This is not to encourage more sin but 
rather to discourage it. However, he wants 
God’s children and all others to be realistic 
about sin.

THE KNOWLEDGE TEST 
I John 2:3-4

Thre were those who boasted of a supe
rior knowledge of God. How may we be 
sure that we have a true self-validating 
knowledge of God? It is when we are doing 
God’s will which that knowledge reveals. 
We may have a highly theoretical knowl
edge of God but not haVe a vital knowledge 
of God. Only experimental knowledge of 
God issuing in obedience is self-validating.

Atlanta Baptist College Announces 
Major Cutbacks In Expansion Plans

ATLANTA—Atlanta Baptist college, 
faced with financial problems similar to 
those confronting private colleges every
where, has announced major cutbacks in its 
plans for expansions.

President Monroe F. Swilley said that the 
school will not add a junior class this fall 
as it had planned, and will not proceed with 
plans to build dormitories on campus by 
this fall.

The school opened last fall with about 
200 students, including many in night 
classes. A major portion of the space in 
the school’s four buildings is being leased to 
commercial firms for rental funds.

The college also plans to lease much of 
its 562 acres of land for commercial uses to 
gain more revenue.

Swilley said college trustees had approved 
budget extending through 1972 and had 
agreed to solicit funds to make up an antici-

Otherwise the knowledge we have can be 
spurious and devoid of revealed truth and 
vital experience.

THE LOVE TEST 
I John 2:5-11

Consistent practice in heeding God’s word 
evidences a maturing love of God in us. It 
assures us that we are in Him.

The love test is not new, yet it is ever 
new. To love as Christ loved is a fresh ap
proach in action. We see it all in a new 
light and in a new setting.

Hate and light do not go together. We 
who hate our brother stumble frequently. 
However, if we love a brother we are in the 
light and can see where we are going.

One who hates his brother stumbles on, 
staggering in the shadows. He has lost his 
true sense of direction. He is a pitiable 
sight.

A saved man may temporarily hate. The 
old flesh gets back in the saddle and calls 
the moves. Yet, he cannot be complacent or 
happy in such a situation. He will become 
more miserable with time.

Uncertainty takes over. He cannot be 
sure of his status with God. His saved re
lationship is unbroken but his fellowship 
and even his assured sense of relationship 
will be vague and uncertain. This will be
come unbearable. He will get right with his 
brother and his God.

When the love of our brother is un
clouded our assurance of the love of God 
becomes strong and vivid.

This love of our brother is more than-a 
warm sense of affection. It is an outgoing 
good will. It will become a thrust in service. 
Whatever the need that should be supplied 
by us will be supplied by us.

pated deficit of about $300,000 per year 
until 1972.

The trustees also raised tuition costs for 
a full-time student from about $750 per 
year to $990.

Swilley said the tight money situation 
throughout the nation, and the fact that 
large educational donors do not give monies 
to nonaccredited schools, are major reasons 
for the cutback in expansion plans.

He said an examining team from the Uni
versity of Georgia in Athens had evaluated 
the college and agreed to accept academic 
credits from Atlanta Baptist college at the 
university.

Students asked the administration to issue 
an appeal for funds. Student Body Presi
dent Steve Damos of Augusta, Ga., said 
students would make their own approach to 
“our own people in Atlanta who have ex
pressed interest in the college.” (BP)
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From tke
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Last week end I had the privilege of at
tending the state prayer conference at Gat
linburg, sponsored by the Nashville Chapter 

Kendall

of Religious Heritage of 
America. Mr. Wallace 
E. Johnson, Memphis, 
served on the promotion
al chairman. The Con
ference was commended 
by Governor Ellington. 
The theme of the prayer 
conference was on civil 
unrest.

It was non-sectarian 
and was made up of 
about 75 people from 
many professions and 
from different religious 

races. It was desired that a good cross sec
tion of the people be represented in order to 
get various points of view.

There were six groups with a resource 
leader for each group. The subjects which 
were considered by the groups were: Crime 
and Violence, Morality in Media, Religious 
Careers, Religion in Public Schools, Campus 
Problems, and Human Relations. All met 
together for most of the meals and the mod
erators of the various groups presented the 
aims and objectives as well as the areas to 
be discussed in each group. After the first 
session progress reports were made.

In the group discussions every side of the 
problem was examined. Causes were sought. 
The effect of changes in the social order, 
the effects of war, the results of great ma
terial prosperity, the decay of moral stand
ards, the turning from religion and the 
secularizing of modern life were all ex
amined. In some of the groups there was 
wide variance of opinion and real disagree
ment. Every viewpoint was sought and all 
the facts that could be produced were 
sought.

I participated in the group on Crime and 
Violence. Mr. Victor Herwitz, an attorney 
from New York was the leader. He served 
with Governor Dewey in the campaigns 
against crime in New York many years ago. 
The growing problem of narcotics was dis
cussed in depth. The problem of alcohol 
was also studied in relation to violence and 
crime. Many felt that the breakdown of the 
American home was one of the greatest 
contributing factors in the growth of crime. 
The lack of parental guidance of small chil
dren, the large number of illegitimate chil
dren, the growing number of homes broken 
by divorce, and the lack of religion in the 
home were all noted as factors which have 
aided in the growth of crime.

It was unanimously agreed also that the 
lack of religion was another big factor. The 
breakdown of the acceptance of the moral

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

A Hill for Every Boy
Every boy should have a hill ... a place 

to be Buffalo Bill, Yellow Hand or the 
Green Hornet. A place to build a fire and 
heat up pork and beans; a place with huckle
berries and chinquapins and birds’ nests; a 
place to set a box-trap for a rabbit that was 
never caught. A hill to climb up and slide 
down, a hill a boy can love until girls are 
better things to love, and then to tuck away 
and be found, forty years later, as good as 
new. The boy might become a millionaire, 
or a Nobel Prize winner, or a President, but 
the day will come when he’ll start looking 
back on it all, and if he didn’t have a hill 
when he was a boy, he won’t have much to 
look back on. . . .

HONG KONG MISSIONARY 
URGES REINFORCEMENTS

Hong Kong, one of the world’s most 
densely populated urban areas, with about 
4 million inhabitants, urgently needs more 
missionaries in evangelistic work, says 
Southern Baptist Missionary Britt E. Tow
ery, Jr., director of the Baptist Communica
tion Center in Hong Kong.

“Presently there are two missionaries pas- 
toring English-speaking churches, two in 
Mandarin-speaking Chinese evangelism, and 
two in Cantonese evangelism,” Towery says. 
“Other missionaries preach, teach, and wit
ness through local churches and institutions 
as they have opportunity.

standards as set out in the Bible, the disre
gard for the laws of God, disregard for 
public opinion and the loss of reputation 
were also noted. The lack of the respect for 
others and their property and rights, and 
even their lives is a cause for growing con
cern.

It was felt that there must be a religious 
renewal in the home and a recovery of the 
place of the home in our society if condi
tions are to improve. The churches have a 
tremendous responsibility in reaching people 
to bring about the changes which must be 
made if crime and violence are to be 
brought under control. If they continue as 
now, they threaten our very national ex
istence.

It is hoped that this prayer conference on 
Civil Unrest will make a real contribution 
toward getting people to facing the real 
problems and seeking to effect real solutions.

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO

A special campaign launched to 
secure funds for students in the South
ern Baptist seminaries and Tennessee 
schools has received $750 to date. The 
purpose of the campaign is to aid 
young preachers in these schools. The 
institutions and goals for each are: 
The Southern Baptist Theological sem
inary, Louisville, Ky., $1000; South
western Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex., $500; Tennessee 
schools, $3000 and for the New Or
leans Baptist Bible Institute, $1000.

20 YEARS AGO

The average annual salary paid 
Southern Baptist pastors by 12,333 
full-time churches, according to sta
tistics released for 1948, was $2139. 
This compares with $2636 for 1947. 
Outside of the District of Columbia, 
pastors of churches with full-time 
services in Mississippi received the 
highest annual average salary, $2392.

The average annual salary paid by 
half-time churches in 1948 was $498, 
compared with an estimated $677 for 
1947. Half-time churches in Missis
sippi had the highest average, $652. 
The average salary paid by churches 
with only one service per month was 
$227, as compared to $366 for 1947.

10 YEARS AGO

The Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky., observed its 
Centennial during sessions of the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
in Louisville.

More than 29,700 Southern Baptist 
Convention churches participating in 
recent simultaneous revivals, promoted 
by the Southern Baptist Convention 
evangelism department and state de
partments of evangelism, report 143,- 
327 baptisms. The number of baptisms 
in the one-month period is equal to 
35 percent of all baptisms in the 
Southern Baptist Convention last year.
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President Declares War On Sex-Oriented Mail
WASHINGTON—President Richard M. 

Nixon has declared war on sex-oriented ob
scene mail.

At the same time he called for a “citizens 
crusade” against the obscene.

“American homes are being bombarded 
with the largest volume of sex-oriented mail 
in history,” the President declared. “Most of 
it is unsolicited, unwanted and deeply offen
sive to those who receive it,” he said.

In a message to Congress asking for 
legislative action, President Nixon reported 
that 140,000 letters of protest came in dur
ing the last nine months alone.

“The problem has no simple solution,” 
the President explained, because “many pub
lications dealing with sex . . . are protected 
under the broad umbrella of the First 
Amendment prohibition against any law 
‘abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press.’ ”

He then declared that “the courts have 
not left society defenseless against the smut 
peddler; they have not ruled out reasonable 
government action.”

President Nixon said that his administra
tion has studied the problem carefully. “We 
believe we have discovered some untried 
and hopeful approaches that will enable the 
federal government to become a full partner 
with states and individual citizens in drying 
up a primary source of this social evil,” he 
said.

These approaches include three new legis
lative proposals to Congress. The President 
explained:

“The first would prohibit outright the 
sending of offensive sex materials to any 
child or teenager under 18.

“The second would prohibit the sending 
of advertising designed to appeal to a pruri
ent interest in sex. It would apply regard
less of the age of the recipient.

“The third measure complements the sec
ond by providing added protection from 
the kind of smut advertising now being 
mailed, unsolicited, into so many homes.”

In calling for a citizens’ crusade against 
smut the President made it clear that gov
ernmental actions “are not the whole 
answer.”

“The ultimate answer lies not with the 
government but with the people,” he said. 
“What is required is a citizens’ crusade 
against the obscene. When indecent books 
no longer find a market, when pornographic 
films can no longer draw an audience, when 
obscene plays open to empty houses, then 
the tide will turn.

“Government can maintain the dikes 
against obscenity,” he continued, “but only 
people can turn back the tide.”

In the meantime, pending additional legis
lation, President Nixon pointed out that 
in 1967 Congress passed a law to protect 
citizens from receiving unwanted sex- 
oriented advertising through the mail.

If a person decides that certain adver
tising is “erotically arousing or sexually 
provocative,” he can obtain from the Post
master General a judicially enforceable 
order prohibiting the sender from making 
further mailings to his home.

The President reported that more than 
170,000 persons have requested such orders. 
“Many citizens however,” he said, “are 
still unaware of this legislation, or do not

Fund Drive For “Biggest” 
Auditorium in SBC Begun

DEL CITY, Okla.—A building fund cam
paign for what is expected to be the largest 
church auditorium in the Southern Baptist 
Convention has been launched by the First 
Southern Baptist church of Del City, near 
Oklahoma City.

The fund campaign will seek to raise 
$650,000 toward construction of a 3450-seat 
auditorium. Total cost of the auditorium 
will be about $800,000.

John R. Bisagno, pastor of the church, 
said the construction will begin within 36 
months. He said the design is “not fancy, 
but provides lots of usable space.”

The church currently is constructing a 
1000 capacity educational building to cost 
$400,000, and a new gymnasium costing 
$35,000.

Total membership is now 3695. Since 
Bisagno became pastor in 1965, the church 
has recorded 3250 additions.

Bisagno said the church has two Sunday 
morning services weekly, with 2000 to 2100 
persons attending each service. An average 
of 18 persons per Sunday have been uniting 
with the church by baptism or transfer of 
letter, he added.

The church led the Southern Baptist Con
vention in the number of baptisms in 1967, 
and has led the state Baptist convention in 
this category for the past four years.

A special all-church building barbecue 
May 18 is expected to attract 3000 persons, 
said Bisagno. Principal speaker will be Tom 
Lester, who plays “Eb” on the television 
program, “Green Acres.” Victory Day in 
the campaign is set for May 25.

LOTTIE MOON OFFERING TOTALS $15,159,206.92
The 1968 Lottie Moon Christmas offering reached $15,159,206.92 when the 

books closed on May 1, according to Everett L. Deane, treasurer of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board. This is $494,527.62 more than the 1967 total. 
Any additional 1968 Lottie Moon money received will be counted on the 1969 
offering.

know how to utilize its provisions.”
“Accordingly,” President Nixon said, “I 

have directed the Postmaster General to pro
vide every congressional office with pam
phlets explaining how each citizen can use 
this law to protect his home from offensive 
advertising.”

He urged Congress to assist for the 
widest possible distribution of these pam
phlets. (BP)

General consultant in the fund drive is 
James V. Lackey, of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Stewardship Commission, Nash
ville. (BP)

Miss Shirley Upchurch (standing) is the 
new director of student nurse activities at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis. Miss 
Connie Holmes is the assistant director of 
student activities.

Page 16 Baptist And Reflector


