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NEW SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION OFFICERS
W. A. Criswell, pastor, First Baptist church, Dallas, Tex., is renamed for a second term as presi

dent. Lee Porter, left, pastor, First Baptist church, Bellaire, Tex., is first vice-president, and Harper 
Shannon, (right) pastor, First Baptist church, Dothan, Ala., is second vice-president.



interpretation Devotional

Gambling at the Cross
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And they parted his raiment, and cast 
lots”—Luke 23:34b.

According to Roman custom the soldiers 
who carried out an execution were permitted 
to divide among themselves the victim’s per
sonal effects. A crucifixion detail was com
prised of four soldiers and their commander. 
These four soldiers were dividing Jesus’ ef
fects beneath the cross.

Jesus had only the clothes that He wore. 
He was crucified naked. So His clothes were 
the lot of the soldiers. Normally a Jew’s 
clothing consisted of sandals, a headdress, a 
girdle, an outer garment, and an inner gar
ment. Each soldier took one of these items. 
John 19:23-24 says that Jesus’ inner gar
ment was seamless. So rather than to tear it, 
the soldiers gambled for it.

Psalm 22 describes our Lord’s crucifixion 
in detail. And verse 18 reads, “They part 
my garments among them, and cast lots for 
my vesture.” These soldiers neither knew 
nor cared that they were fulfilling scripture.

If this scene seems crass to us it should 
be remembered that these soldiers were 
pagans. To them this scene of death was 
common. They were simply obeying the or
ders of their superiors.

A far more pitiful scene is to see men to
day gambling at the foot of the cross. And 
the stakes are their immortal souls. They 
ignore the Saviour on the cross to pursue
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worldly values. They despise the eternal 
blessing which Jesus gives in order to lay 
hold upon the trinkets of the world. Like 
the clothes for which the soldiers cast lots 
these trinkets are soon gone. In a real sense 
such gamblers have lost out in this world 
and in the world to come.

Far better it is to cast your lot with Jesus. 
For in so doing you receive from Him the 
eternal robes of righteousness which neither 
fade nor cease to be.

Youth Musical

Belmont Heights Youth 
Present New Musical

NEW ORLEANS—A record crowd of 
11,500 heard three Southern Baptist home 
missionaries, the translator of the world- 
famed Today’s English Version (TEV) of 
the New Testament, and the world premiere 
of a contemporary youth musical round out 
Monday night activities at the annual Wom
an’s Missionary Union meeting at the River
gate Exhibition Center.

Dan C. Routledge, missionary in Yosem
ite National Park, Arlie Watson, a mis
sionary who runs a Christian coffee house 
for teenagers in Ocean City, Md., and Miss 
Nella Popow, a 26-year-old missionary to 
Polish-speaking youth in Brooklyn, ad
dressed themselves to -the WMU theme— 
“The Future is Happening.”

Robert G. Bratcher and his illustrator, 
Annie Vallotton of Paris, France, gave the 
large crowd an illustrated presentation on 
Bratcher’s translation of the TEV, better 
known as “Good News for Modern Man.” 
Bratcher, former Southern Baptist mission
ary now with the American Bible Society, 
discussed the history and nature of Bible 
translation.

The contemporary youth musical, made 
up of 125 young people from Belmont 
Heights Baptist church, Nashville, Tenn., 
represented a departure from more tradi
tional WMU program content of past years.

Editor’s Note: This Convention Edi
tion of the “Baptist And Reflector” is 
an attempt to present in capsule fash
ion a multiplicity of stories about an 
unending series of meetings from 
Monday through Friday night. Appre
ciation is expressed to Mrs. Eura Lan- 
nom and David Keel of the “Baptist 
And Reflector” Staff, and to Baptist 
Press—as in W. C. Fields and Jim 
Newton and many others—for the ex
cellent assistance in providing cover
age on this convention.

OUT OF WINE
John 2:1-11

By B. J. Chitwood, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Flintville

Chitwood

The Jewish wedding feast lasted seven 
days. Wine flowed freely. And this home 
was soon embarrassed by a shortage of wine.

The wine cellar was emp
ty; the kegs were running 
dry. Mary came to Jesus 
with their plight, “They 
are out of wine.”

Today there are many 
who are out of wine. 
They have fed on the 
things of the world— 
fame, fortune, pleasure, 
and material security. But 
these resources have 
failed them. Life has 
gone empty and stale.

Their hours are tasteless and dry. Like the 
writer of Ecclesiastes, they have found that 
it is all vanity, emptiness.

Marilyn Monroe’s suicide note read, “I 
have nothing left to live for.” The reporter 
who wrote of Jane Mansfield’s death said, 
“Her blond tresses were draped across the 
rain-soaked hood of the car like a discarded 
wig.” Pliny said of Tiberius, “He is the 
most gloomy of men.” All of these, although 
they had an abundance of this worlds 
goods, were out of wine.

A fable is told of an Eastern king wife 
once a year selected a slave to rule for three 
days as king. He was crowned with the 
king’s crown; draped with the kings robes; 
seated on the king’s throne. But at the end 
of the three days, he was executed. How like 
the way of the world this is. The pleasures 
of sin are but for a season, and then we 
perish in our loneliness and misery as our 
wine runs out.

How different it is with Christ. When the 
master of the wedding feast had tasted the 
water made wine, he proclaimed it the best 
yet. Jesus comes to us when our resources 
have failed, life is jaded, and the cup of the 
world is running dry. He brings the joy of 
new wine. We taste; we drink deep; and 
find Him the very best yet.

OLD DELAWARE LAW HOLDS
TWO YOUTHS FOR BLASPHEMY

WILMINGTON—Two teenagers, pub
lishers of an underground newspaper, have 
been charged with lewdness and blasphemy 
under a 143-year-old Delaware law.

Matthew Allan Bennett, 17, and William 
F. Bertolette, 18, were arrested on a police 
warrant charging them with blasphemy.

The arrests are believed to be the first in 
this century. Delaware has had laws cover
ing blasphemy since its establishment as a 
colony in the 17th century. (RNS)

Page 2 Baptist And Reflector



Ohio Crusade

Tennesseans To Lead
Ohio Crusade Effort

By F. M. Dowell, Secretary, 
Department of Evangelism

At the request of the Ohio Baptist Con
vention, the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
has the privilege of working with the Greater 
Cincinnati and the Greater Hamilton areas 
in the Crusade of the Americas Revivals, 
July 13-27. Eleven of the major metropoli
tan areas of Ohio are having a Central Area- 
Wide Revival, July 13-20.

In the Greater Cincinnati Central Cru
sade, Ramsey Pollard, pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist church, Memphis, will be the evan
gelist, and Tommy Lane, minister of music 
of Bellevue, will direct the music. In the 
Greater Hamilton Central Crusade, Robert 
J. Norman, pastor of Belmont Heights Bap
tist church, Nashville, will be evangelist, and 
Aubrey Edwards, minister of music of Bel
mont Heights, will direct the music. Bob 
Oldenburg, pianist of Belmont Heights 
church, will be the Crusade pianist.

Four associations are involved in these 
two areas. The Greater Cincinnati area is 
comprised of the Greater Cincinnati and the 
Southern Hills associations with Orville 
Griffin, superintendent of Missions, and J. 
Joseph Crumpler, pastor of Mt. Carmel Bap
tist church, Cincinnati, as the general Cru
sade chairman. The Greater Hamilton area 
is made up of the Southwestern and Miami 
Valley associations with L. H. Gardner, su
perintendent of Missions and C. Hoge Hock- 
ensmith, pastor of West Side Baptist church, 
Hamilton, as the general Crusade chairman.

There are approximately one hundred 
churches and missions cooperating in this 
evangelistic endeavor. Many committees 
have been working for more than a year in 
preparation for this Crusade. Each partici
pating church and mission has put forth an 
effort to locate all the prospects. They have 
had personal witnessing institutes, youth 
rallies, prayer retreats and have started a 
systematic cultivative witnessing program.

Beginning Sunday, July 20, revivals will 
be held in each of the participating churches 
and missions. The evangelists, singers, many 
laymen and several choirs from Tennessee 
have been enlisted to work in these revivals. 
We have also enlisted all of the evangelists 
for the churches in the Dayton association 
and 15 evangelists will go to the Columbus 
area. The churches in Tennessee where 
these men serve are taking care of the ex
penses. There will be no honorariums given 
to any one.

Television, radio, and every medium of 
publicity is being used to get the message 
that “Christ Is The Only Hope” to the mil
lions of people in these great metropolitan 

areas. The cost of such publicity is much 
greater in Ohio than in Tennessee. The Ten
nessee Baptist Convention has pledged 
$80,381 toward the expenses of these Cru
sades. So many of our Tennessee Baptist 
Convention churches have expressed a desire 
to make financial contributions to the pio
neer mission fields. This tremendous oppor
tunity and responsibility opens the door for 
all of the churches in our Convention to 
make a contribution to this evangelistic 
thrust. Please send your contribution as 
soon as possible to Dr. W. Fred Kendall, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Mississippi College Votes 
To Integrate Grad School

CLINTON, Miss.—Trustees of Mississippi 
college voted here to clarify admission poli
cies to accept students “who are qualified” 
for graduate study without regards to race.

The action is expected to permit matricu
lation during the summer session of two or 
three Negro students who are seeking the 
masters degree in education.

Although the vote count was not released, 
it was reported that the action was approved 
on a close vote.

Mississippi college, an institution of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention, has not 
signed the civil rights compliance form, 
which a school must sign pledging to make 
facilities available to all, regardless of race, 
in order to receive any federal aid.

In another somewhat related action, the 
trustees, by a close vote, approved accept
ance of Veterans’ Administration rules so 
that ex-servicemen and war orphans entitled 
to such assistance may continue to attend 
the college and receive benefit payments.

The action was promoted, said college 
officials, by a direct inquiry from the Vet
erans’ Administration concerning the col
lege’s policy.

Mississippi college enrolled 133 students 
under Veterans’ Administration help during 
the past session. Depending on the work 
load carried by the students, those receiving 
Veterans’ Administration assistance draw 
from $600 to $1500 each for the school 
term.

The Veterans’ Administration agreement 
was spelled out in a resolution authorizing 
the college’s administration to sign an agree-

BELMONT ANNOUNCES 
NEW FACULTY MEMBER

Dr. Glen E. Kelley, academic dean at 
Belmont college, announced today the ap

pointment of William J. 
Kelton as professor of 
Speech and English.

Kelton will move to 
Nashville the first of Sep
tember.

A native of Christiana, 
he received a B.S. from 
Middle Tennessee State 
college, Murfreesboro: 
M.A. from George Pea
body college for teachers,

Kelton Nashville; and is a candi
date for the Ph.D. degree 

from Vanderbilt university school of law in 
September.

Kelton has taught English at MTSU; 
Cumberland university, Lebanon; Webb 
school, Bell Buckle; and at Belmont college.

Children's Homes

THANK THE LORD
By James Gregg

We thank the Lord for the good response 
to the Mother’s Day Offering thus far. A 
total of $86,747 had reached us through 
Friday, June 6. This is $10,671 above the 
same period last year.

Our books are kept open through the 
third quarter, for this offering. So you still 
have time to share in the “bread and meat” 
love offering for your Homes. Your un
designated Mother’s Day Offerings pro
vide nearly 50% of our operational budget.

On behalf of our dear children, I thank 
you sincerely.

WCC MEMBERSHIP DEBATED 
BY BAPTIST CONVENTION

LEAMINGTON, Ont.—The 50,640- 
member Baptist Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec rejected a motion here that would 
have permitted it to apply independently 
for membership in the World Council of 
Churches.

At present, Canadian Baptists are not rep
resented as a denomination in the WCC.

The annual assembly also heard the Rev. 
Roger L. Frederikson of Sioux Falls, S.D., 
urge Baptist churches to “go out to the 
people” — in coffee houses, in half-way 
houses for released convicts and in informal 
gatherings. (RNS) 

ment with the Veterans’ Administration as
suring compliance with VA regulations. 
(BP)
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EDITORIAL__________________________________

SBC '69: Good, Hot, Crowded
NEW ORLEANS—It was a good convention, a hot 

convention, and a crowded convention.
The messages were good, varied, and timely. Any at

tempt at evaluation would include the plea, voiced many 
times already, that the next time we have a convention, 
we have enough room to seat the messengers. There just 
wasn’t room enough.

Southern Baptist Convention sessions have become 
complex indeed, particularly with the proliferation of 
adjunct meetings. It has been said before, and repeated 
now, by Tuesday evening’s opening session, many of the 
messengers are already tired out. Yet, we do not question 
the validity of the pre-convention meetings. There is no 
simple solution, and we would not deign imply an easy 
answer. Dr. J. D. Grey and his committee of planners at 
the local level, together with the office and personage of 
Dr. Porter Routh did a magnificent job.

There were new outcroppings of sentiment at the ses
sion as, for example, the E. Y. Mullins Fellowship re
ceived an almost undue amount of space story-wise. When 
any adjunct body, or as in this case an informal, an un
official body, receives sizable press coverage at the ex
pense of the major meetings, then we begin to raise some 
questions.

And, apparently, there was something planned for just 
about everybody. Granted, there wasn’t enough space for 
the messengers, it doesn’t look quite right to this editor 
for announced meetings of groups to be held during the 
convention sessions. No matter how worthy the meeting, 
nothing should be in competition with the main conven
tion sessions as was the case this year. To detract in this 
fashion is to undercut, albeit unintentionally.

President Criswell did an excellent job of presiding, 
even to the point of reminding one brother that he was 
the president of the convention. Registration Secretary W. 
Fred Kendall, our executive secretary, handled registra
tion in a masterful fashion. Despite the repeated warnings 
that messengers must have identification from the 
churches, of the first three thousand registered, about one 
thousand had to clear through the credentials committee. 
They had left their white cards at home.

New Orleans police had on their best suits this week. 
They rendered effective service to visitors. Many mes
sengers found out the hard way that New Orleans is an 
expensive convention city. It needed no complicated arith
metic to be aware that the day of the $5.00 room was 
long gone!

We believe that the effect of the Baptist witness 
through this convention will be remembered for a long 
while in New Orleans, and favorably. We hope and pray 
that the business matters transacted at this convention 
session will be to the glory of God.

Unfortunately, underlying the entire convention period 
was the implied threat that the Black Manifesto would 
be presented by James Forman. Although Forman never 
showed up, so far as we know, his pressure tactics were 
felt in the atmosphere. Nomination of one individual for 
the office of president without his knowledge was, in our 
thinking, unfortunate. As long as the convention follows 
the policy of renaming a president to a second term, to 
nominate a “dark horse” without consultation at the. very 
least serves to embarrass good men.

Presentations of dramatic programs were good, and 
served to remind that we can do the same thing several 
ways. We don’t need, we believe, as Southern Baptists, to 
feel a compulsion do “outdo” ourselves in succeeding 
years, but the variety is helpful.

The insight into plans for the ’70’s was helpful, but it 
is evident that much grass-roots explaining will be neces
sary before projections for the next decade become a suc
cessful reality. We must never forget that the average 
“program” for Baptists is usually 10 years from drawing 
board to practical implementation. If we then get too far 
ahead of ourselves, we have people trying to learn a new 
program before they have mastered the one they got 
last year.

Southern Baptists are a great fellowship. Evidence that 
a middle-of-the-road course theologically still is desired 
by a majority of messengers was, to this writer, clear.

Reports of progress at all levels of work served only to 
remind that next year provides Southern Baptists with yet 
their greatest challenge.

It was a narrow vote that staved off a requirement that 
writers and seminary professors sign doctrinal statements. 
We believe this is a matter that addresses itself to con
scientious writers, professors, and trustees. This is not to 
imply that Baptists were nearing a “witch hunt,” but 
rather to assert the belief that we cannot afford this type 
of polemics. If in Christian love and trust and grace we 
do not stand united, then surely as a witnessing body we 
shall fall.

THE MINERS
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Convention Charts Future Work; Sets Record Attendance

NEW ORLEANS—The 112th session of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, in an ac
tion-packed week renamed W. A. Criswell 
to a second term as president, adopted reso
lutions dealing with a variety of subjects, 
listened to major sermons and addresses, 
and approved reports from its agencies and 
institutions.

With a record 16,822 messengers regis
tered, this session set a pace which by Fri
day evening found remaining messengers 
weary.

In addition to the re-election of Criswell 
as president, the convention named Lee 
Porter, of Bellaire, Tex., as first vice-presi
dent, and Harper Shannon, of Dothan, Ala., 
as second vice-president. Re-elected were: 
W. Fred Kendall, Nashville, Tenn., as reg
istration secretary; Clifton J. Allen, Nash
ville, recording secretary; and Porter Routh, 
Nashville, as treasurer.

A record $27,158,119 budget for 1970 
was adopted by the convention, which in
cluded a $535,000 operating budget for the 
Executive Committee and other areas of 
SBC work through the offices of the Com
mittee in Nashville.

The convention also heard a report from 
its Executive Committee that studies made 
concerning a possible name change for the 
convention indicated no particular prefer
ence for such a change.

Some discussion in the Executive Com
mittee and also in the Convention session 
cast doubt upon Portland, Oregon, as site 
for the 1973 sessions of the Convention. A 
conflict in dates between planned SBC dates 
and the Portland Rose Festival was respon
sible for the confusion on the ’73 site.

Other business matters which claimed at
tention of the convention during the week 
included:

Defeat by a narrow margin of a motion 
which would have required writers and sem
inary professors to sign doctrinal statements. 
The motion was replaced by a substitute 
motion presented by James L. Sullivan, 
Nashville, Tenn., Sunday School Board Ex
ecutive Secretary. Sullivan’s substitute mo
tion instructed the convention “to call to 
the attention of agencies the doctrinal state
ment framed after careful discussion in 
1963 and vigorously urge elected trustees to 
be diligent in seeing that programs assigned 
them are carried out consistent with that 
statement, and not contrary to it.” The mo
tion passed after lengthy discussion, by a 
narrow margin with a vote by ballot.

Approval of motions instructing the Chris
tian Life Commission to launch a campaign 
against pornography, and one instructing the 
Executive Committee to study the conven
tion’s present bases for representation.

Criswell ruled out of order a motion 
calling for the convention to refuse to seat 
messengers from churches with a stated pol-

By James A. Lester, Editor, 
Baptist And Reflector

icy of refusing membership to persons on 
the basis of race.

In the Friday session, the Convention 
voted to reject completely the demands, 
principles and methods of the so-called 
Black Manifesto, expressing strong disap
proval of “the intimidation, threats and ulti
matums” included in the statement. Veiled 
hints that National Black Economic Devel
opment Council spokesman James Forman 
might appear at the convention apparently 
were unfounded.

Resolutions passed included one in op
position to the appointment of a U.S. am
bassador to the Vatican, and one calling for 
allocation of more time in sessions for busi
ness.

The report of the Nashville-based Chris
tian Life Commission, which denounced ex
tremism either to the right or the left, was 
received by the Convention as information, 
but not adopted.

The long-awaited announcement by the 
Sunday School Board of the change in the 
name from Training Union to Quest was 
received by messengers with mixed reac
tions, and the Convention finally voted not 
to sanction the “Quest” program. The new 
name was designed to carry the connotation 

Newly elected officers of the Pastors’ Conference are: left to right, Landrum 
P. Leavell II, pastor of the First Baptist church, Wichita Falls, Texas, vice- 
president; Don Berry, pastor of Memorial Drive Baptist church, Houston, Tex., 
president; W. T. Furr, pastor of the Queensborough Baptist church, Shreveport, 
La^ secretary-treasurer.

of larger responsibilities for Training Union 
involving most of the church training pro
gram.

(Editor’s note: Coverage of the several 
related convention meetings may be found 
elsewhere in this issue of Baptist And Re
flector. )

W. Fred Kendall, executive secretary
treasurer, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
and registration secretary for Southern Bap
tist Convention, during convention session.
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PROPOSED 1970 SBC COOPERATIVE PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS

AGENCY 1969

SBC Operative Budget 
Foreign Mission Board 
Home Mission Board 
Annuity Board 
The Seminaries

Golden Gate 
Midwestern 
New Orleans 
Southeastern 
Southern 
Southwestern 

Foundation 
Hospitals 
American Seminary 
Brotherhood Commission 
Christian Life Commission 
Education Commission 
Historical Commission 
Radio-TV Commission 
Stewardship Commission 
Joint Committee

TOTAL
Operating Total 
1968 Capital Needs 
1969 Capital Needs 
1970 Capital Needs

TOTAL NEEDED
TOTAL EXPECTED

EXPECTED BALANCE

$ 200,000 
13,836,619
4,984,000 

125,000
5,103,000 

525,000 
475,000 
875,000 
693,000

1,148,000
1,387,000 

80,000 
36,000 
95,000

260,000 
170,000 
125,000 
102,000

1,250,000 
83,000

111,400 
$26,561,019 
$26,561,019

722,530 
800,000

$28,083,549
$26,756,800
$ 1,317,749

1970
$ 200,000 

14,113,351
5,083,680

200,000 
5,205,060

535,500
484,500
892,500
706,860 

1,170,960 
1,414,740

81,600 
36,000 
95,000

265,200 
173,400 
127,500 
104,040

1,275,000
84,660

113,628 
$27,158,119 
$27,158,119

1,317,749 
$28,475,868 
$27,560,000

INCREASE

276,732 
99,680 
75,000 

102,060
10,500
9,500

17,500
13,860
22,960
27,740

1,600

5,200 
3,400
2,500 
2,040

25,000
1,660
2,228 

$597,100

Summer Specialists for Church Music Department

These 10 young people are summer specialists working with the Church Music de
partment of the Tennessee Baptist Convention in providing assistance in this area to 
the smaller churches and at state and associational camps.

Top row, 1 to r, Marilyn Webb, David Humphreys, Kay Price, Rodger Morris, and 
Linda Gail Foster. Bottom row, 1 to r, Dennis Jewett, Faye Blue, Larry Smith, Sharon 
Ramsey, and Kermit Whitten.

INDONESIA CRUSADE 
SCHEDULED BY HAGGAI

ATLANTA—The president of Evange
lism International returned here from a trip 
to Indonesia where plans were made for a 
massive crusade in Djakarta, Oct. 1-18.

Dr. John Haggai said a vast sports 
stadium which can accommodate 50,000 will 
be used for the opening of the crusade.

Organizational work has already begun 
for the crusade and preachers will visit the 
major provincial centers of the islands after 
the 18-day demonstration of faith is com
pleted in Djakarta, capital. (RNS)

CHURCH STAND ON DISOBEDIENCE 
IS REPUDIATED BY METHODISTS

FORT WORTH—Delegates to the Cen
tral Texas Methodist Conference, represent
ing 117,500 members, repudiated a position 
taken on “civil disobedience” by the denomi
nation’s General Conference last year.

After spirited debate, the delegates ap
proved a “minority report” stating that 
Americans do not have a moral right to re
sort to civil disobedience as long as laws 
are available to correct wrongs. The Gen
eral Conference had supported the right of 
civil disobedience in some cases.

Also, the delegates voted to contribute to 
a $20 million “Fund for Reconciliation” 
which would finance activities in ghettos and 
other poverty-stricken areas, but Bishop 
Kenneth W. Pope of Dallas stated that “not 
one cent” will be turned over to black mili
tants.

Bishop Pope said the fund was conceived 
before militants began demanding “repara
tions” from predominately white churches. 
(RNS)

• A survey of teen-agers exposed to anti
smoking messages—including the blunt 
“smoke, choke, croak”—shows a sharp de
cline of youngsters taking up cigarettes in 
the last ten years. The U.S. total of smokers 
remains about 49 million despite increases 
in the population, says Roy L. Davis, spokes
man for the survey prepared for the U.S. 
Public Health Service by the National 
Clearinghouse for Smoking and Health. 
Among 17-year-olds questioned during 1967- 
68, 25.6 per cent of the boys said they 
smoke and 15.7 per cent of the girls said 
they are smokers; a comparable survey in 
1957 reported 34.7 per cent boy smokers, 
and 25.5 per cent girl smokers. Ninety-one 
per cent of those queried answered yes when 
asked: “Would you say smoking is harmful 
to health?” (Nashville Banner, 5/28/69)
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Crievewood Church, Nashville, 
To Enter New Facilities

By David Keel

from 70 in 1954 to approximately 657 at 
present; Training Union enrolment has in
creased from 46 to a present 323; total 
mission gifts have increased from $400 to 
$25,800. Cooperative Program gifts began 
as $400, now up to $19,800. The 1969 
budget beginning July 1, stands at $195,642.

For the fifth time in its 15-year history, 
Crievewood Baptist church, Nashville, plans 
to enter new facilities. June 22 is the date 
set for the dedication of a new auditorium 
and educational unit valued at approximate
ly $567,000 without furnishings or archi
tect’s fees. Completion of this unit brings 
total church property value to approximately 
$1,000,000.

In its third year of existence, the church 
called Herman E. Jacobs, pastor of Mt. 
Washington Baptist church in Kentucky, as 
its second full-time pastor. Jacobs, a gradu
ate of Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, Ky., succeeded C. D. Sal
lee, Jr., of Batesville, Ark. Jacobs continues 
to serve as pastor.

The church has grown from 14 Baptists 
meeting in a private home in January, 1954, 
to a present enrolment of approximately 
1200.

To accommodate the steadily-increasing 
attendance, church services moved in Janu
ary, 1956 to Crieve Hall school and in 

Crievewood leaders look over building plans for newly constructed building 
in background. They are, left to right: Hoffman Harless, Sunday School Super
intendent; Herman E. Jacobs, pastor; Gene Partee, chairman, building com
mittee, and James McFarland, chairman of the deacons.

March of the same year ground was broken 
for the first unit of the educational building. 
The church’s building plans were awarded 
the blue ribbon (first place) at the Church 
Architecture Conference at the Baptist Sun
day School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The two men who have served as interim 
pastors are Dr. Charles F. Treadway, gen
eral administration consultant in the Sunday 
School Department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and Dr. Lynn May, with the His
torical Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The church has been ranked in the top 
ten churches in the Nashville association in 
effectiveness, and is 14th in size; Sunday 
School ranks seventh in size and average 
attendance. In total additions the church 
has ranked fourth and fifth, while ranking 
eighth in baptisms. The church ranks in the 
top ten also in per capita gifts.

Sunday School attendance has increased

Sunday School

BRIEFING MEETINGS
By Wendell Price

BRIEFING MEETINGS, especially for 
associational Superintendents of Missions 
and associational Sunday School superin
tendents, are as follows:

July 8—Maryville, First Baptist church.
July 10—Jackson, West Jackson Baptist 

church.

July 11—Donelson, First Baptist church.
Sessions start at 11:30 a.m. with lunch to

gether, and conclude by 4 p.m.

Some objectives of briefing are:
—to share materials, helps and guidance 

for effective Sunday School work in 1969-70
—to set goals for rebuilding the associa

tional Sunday School organization
—to spotlight extra training for Sunday 

School workers

—to understand the new study course 
training award system which starts Jan. 1, 
1970

—to plan an associational approach for 
stimulating Sunday School workers in the 
churches

—to face up to the challenge of preparing 
for Oct. 1, 1970.

GUIDANCE CONSULTANT 
IS NAMED BY BSSB

NASHVILLE—Lyle R. Smith has joined 
the staff of the vocational guidance section 
of the church training department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board as 
consultant.

A native Missourian, Smith holds a bach
elor’s degree from Southwest Missouri State 
college, Bolivar, and a master’s degree from 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville.

Smith was formerly associate pastor of 
First Baptist church, Lawrenceville, Ga., 
and has served as minister to youth at Beech
wood Baptist church, Louisville, and at 
Grant Avenue Baptist church, Springfield, 
Mo. (BP)
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WMU CONVENTION

Mrs. Mathis Succeeds Mrs. Fling As WMU Head
By Eura Lannom

History repeated itself in reverse June 10 
as the president of the Southern Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union handed the 
gavel back to the woman who had passed 
it to her six years earlier.

Mrs. R. L. Mathis is the new WMU 
president. She is currently on the staff of 
the WMU headquarters in Birmingham, Ala. 
as director of the promotion division, but 
automatically resigned her position to ac
cept the presidency. Her predecessor (who 
was also her successor) is Mrs. Robert Fling 
of Pleasantville, N. Y.

Mrs. Fling refused to accept nomination 
for another annual term as head of the or
ganization to assist her husband in develop
ing Southern Baptist work in Westchester 
County, N. Y.

Mrs. Mathis is the only woman among 
nine vice-presidents of the Baptist World 
Alliance. She is the chairman of the pro
gram committee for the 1970 Baptist World 
Congress in Tokyo. She serves as treasurer 
of the Women’s Department of the Baptist 
World Alliance. Mrs. Mathis is also chair
man of the committee for the convention’s 
125th anniversary presentation at the 1970 
Southern Baptist Convention in Denver.

New recording secretary is Mrs. Roy 
Snider of Camden, Ark. She succeeds Mrs. 
J. R. Leaugh of Kansas City, Kans., who 
declined renomination to do local missions 
work. Mrs. John Maguire of Jacksonville, 
Fla. was elected a member-at-large.

Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary of 
the Woman’s Missionary Union, Birming
ham, presented a check to Mrs. Fling and 
stated, “It is highly desired, but not re
quired,” that you use this check to attend 
the Baptist World Alliance in Tokyo. She 
also presented Mrs. J. R. Leaugh a silver 
tray.

The 26 state WMU presidents make up 
the nominating committee. Elected as offi
cers of the 1969-’7O nominating committee 
were Mrs. Clyde Skidmore of California, 
chairman; Mrs. D. Isbell, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; co-chairman; and Mrs. Edward L. 
Byrd of South Carolina, secretary.

More than 7000 women from across the 
Southern Baptist Convention were chal
lenged to help the future survive in messages 
throughout the convention. Mrs. Fling urged 
the women to do something for the youth, 
if they wanted to do something for the 
future.

Highlighting the Tuesday morning session, 
June 10, were the Herbert Caudills of At
lanta, and the David Fites of Decatur, Ga., 
former missionaries to Cuba, both men 
having been imprisoned by Cuba Commu
nists.

Phil Driscoll, a student at Baylor uni
versity, Waco, Texas, served as trumpet 
soloist during the entire WMU Convention.

Miss Hunt talked about changes for the 
1970’s in the WMU organizational struc
ture. She touched on such items as organi
zational name changes and new publications.

In line with the new Southern Baptist Con
vention group-grading plan “Baptist Wom
en” (with a subdivision for “Baptist Young 
Women”) will fall into the SBC Adult Divi
sion, “Acteens” will fall into the Youth 
Division, “Girls in Action” in the Children’s 
Division and “Mission Friends” in the Pre
school Division. These are roughly anal
ogous to present age group titles of Wom
an’s Missionary Society, Young Woman’s 
Auxiliary, Girls’ Auxiliary and Sunbeams.

Georgia Children's Home 
Manager John Warr Dies

SANDERSVILLE, Ga.—John C. Warr, 
56, general manager of the Georgia Baptist 
Children’s Home, died here of a heart at
tack, June 9.

Warr, who suffered a previous heart at
tack two weeks earlier, came to the chil
dren’s home post in Atlanta in 1950.

An ordained deacon, Warr was past presi
dent of the Southern Baptist Association of 
Child Care Executives? -

The Louisville, Ala., native was registrar 
and instructor in education at Berry college, 
Mt. Berry, Ga., 1937-46. He was superin
tendent of Floyd County schools, Rome, 
Ga., 1946-49.

He was a graduate of Berry college and 
did graduate study at the university of Geor
gia and the university of North Carolina.

Funeral services were held at the First 
Baptist church, College Park, Ga., Wednes
day, June 11. Interment was in Rome, Ga. 
(BP)

Auditorium crowd shot.

Schweitzer Scores Conservatism, 
Military-Industrial Complex

NEW ORLEANS—Two “horrendous 
power blocs” in the United States are pre
venting action on the problems of poverty, 
polution, and population control, a college 
professor told a group of Baptist students 
here.

These are the interlocking force of po
litical and religious conservatism and the 
military-industrial complex, said George 
Schweitzer, professor of chemistry at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Schweitzer spoke at the opening session 
of Baptist Students Concerned at St. Charles 
Avenue Baptist church. The meeting was 
held on Monday and Tuesday prior to the 
opening of the Southern Baptist Convention 
across town at The Rivergate Exhibition 
Center.

Later Schweitzer said in an interview that 
the Southern Baptist Convention acts as the 
“priestly group” to these power blocs, put
ting the imprimatur of God’s approval upon 
the machinations of the industrial-military 
complex, making it holy.

Speaking to about 60 students and student 
directors, Schweitzer listed as major crises 
in the world the problems of military power, 
population control, poverty, polution, and 
corrupt politics.

He warned that the United States now 
has enough “doomsday bombs, bubonic 
bugs and apocalyptic vapor” to eliminate 
life from this planet.

“The United States is faced with two 
choices in the world—to satisfy the op
pressed or crush them with our military 
force,” he said.

Schweitzer criticized those who see Com
munism as the primary' threat to world 
peace. The problems in the world are not 
between Communism and Christianity be
cause the majority of the people are neither, 
but the problem is between the rich and the 
poor, he said.

“If we were half as afraid of being love
less as we are of being Communist, the 
Kingdom of God would already be in,” 
Schweitzer charged.

“I would not rather be dead than red,” 
the Baptist layman emphasized, “because if 
I were alive, I could still love and show 
compassion, work for peace, strive for 
freedom, and influence the structures of 
society.

“The power, population, poverty, and 
polution complex are of far more impor
tant consequence to the United States and 
to all men than is Lenninist or Maoist Com
munism, or landing on the moon, or going 
to Mars,” he continued.
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Dan Bates, (left) alumni director, and 
Robert Craig, president, both of Union uni
versity, Jackson, at Union’s booth.

Mrs. Eura Lannom and David Keel, Bap
tist And Reflector staffers at work in the 
SBC Press Room.

CONVENTION
SNAPSHOTS

James L. Pleitz, chairman of the Executive Committee, presides over pre-con
vention session of the SBC Executive Committee.

Dr. John Albert Fincher, president, wel
comes visitors at the Carson-Newman col
lege booth at SBC.

Messengers to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion take time out for a coffee break in the 
French Market at the Cafe DuMonde. Left 
to right are Dr. C. E. Autrey, Atlanta, Ga., 
Mrs. Jarry Autrey, Houston, Texas, Mrs. 
C. E. Autrey, Atlanta, Ga., and Jarry Au
trey, Houston, Texas.

Newly elected officers of the WMU are: left to right, Mrs. John Maguire, Jack
sonville, Fla., member-at-large of the WMU executive board; Mrs. Roy Snider, 
Camden, Ark., recording secretary; and Mrs. R. L. Mathis, Birmingham, Ala., 
president.
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Messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting at the Rivergate Convention Center, New Orleans, pause for photograph at the 
opening session.

New officers of the Religious Education Association are: Left to right, Wil-
Mam H. Souther, professor of religious education, New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical seminary, president-elect; Elmer Bailey, minister of education, Bellevue 
Baptist church, Memphis, Tenn., vice-president; Gracie Knowlton, professor of 
'educational arts and secretarial training, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., secretary-treasurer; Bryant Cummings, Sunday 
School secretary for the Mississippi Baptist Convention, vice-president; Russel 
Noel, minister of education, First Baptist church, Tulsa, Ariz., president.

Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, executive secretary, 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation, Nashville, 
talks with Missionary Robert L. Newman 
of Dresden, Tenn.
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Tennessee pastors seen during session of 
Southern Baptist Convention, left to right: 
Ansell Baker, Central church, Chattanooga; 
Craig Ratliff, First church, Newport; and 
Charles Maples, First church, Gatlinburg.

Mrs. Martha Grove, bookkeeper for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, at the SBC 
registration desk.

Those prominent in services at First Bap
tist church, New Orleans, honoring pastor 
J. D. Grey stand with him after the “un
veiling” of the book, “Saint j. d.” They are, 
left to right: Robert Lee, executive secre
tary, Louisiana Baptist Convention, one of 
the authors; Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor, 
First Baptist church, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
master of ceremonies; James F. Cole, editor 
of the Baptist Message of Louisiana, and 
co-author with Lee; Grey and W. A. Cris- 
wel,l pastor of First church, Dallas, Texas, 
and president, Southern Baptist Convention.

Melvin G. Faulkner and Mrs. Faulkner, 
First church, Erwin, during Thursday’s ses
sion of the convention.

Memphis brothers check the program of 
the Pastors’ Conference outside New Or
leans’ Municipal Auditorium. James Glisson, 
left, of East Park church and Jerry Glis
son, of Leawood church.

Jack Carver, right, pastor, Parran’s Chapel 
church, Hardeman County association, talks 
with Ernest W. Bragg, pastor, First Baptist 
church, Morehouse, Mo., formerly of Beech 
Bluff church, Jackson, in a relaxed moment 
at the Pastors’ Conference.

On their way to the Southern Baptist 
Convention Pastors’ Conference are, left to 
right: C. A. McKenzie, associational mis
sionary, Sweetwater association; Reed 
Wright, pastor, Candis Creek church, Cleve
land, and David Walker, full-time evangelist 
from Cleveland.

Tennessee pastors stand in crowded audi
torium during session of Southern Baptist 
Convention. They are, left to right: J. L. 
Ford, Eastland church, Nashville; William 
Bates, First church, Martin; and Kemey 
Bailey, First church, Greenbriar.

Newly-elected officers of the Pastors’ 
Conference, left to right: Landrum Leavell, 
pastor, First Baptist church, Wichita Falls, 
Texas, vice president; Don Berry, pastor, 
Memorial Drive Baptist church, Houston, 
Texas, president; and W. T. Furr, pastor, 
Queensboro Baptist church, Shreveport, La., 
secretary-treasurer.
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pulpit <n jpeiu
By Jim Griffith

You get some interesting answers 
and comments on church visitor’s 
cards.

In answer to the question, “Would 
you consider becoming a member of 
this church?”—A man visiting a 
church in the Atlanta, Ga., area re
plied: “Still prospecting.”

Prospecting? For what? Gold or 
oil?

If he strikes anything, it is hoped 
that he will let the pastor know.

But as a matter of fact, one is not 
likely to hear in any of our churches 
the stirring cry: “There’s gold in them 
thar hills”—“for the treasure we have 
is in earthen vessels.”

However, if anyone is “prospecting” 
for the true treasure of life, he would 
do well to turn to the words of Jesus: 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and all these 
things shall be added unto you.”

Radio and TV Commission
Elects Officers; Adopts Budget

The Southern Baptist Radio and Televi
sion Commission has elected officers for 
1970-71 and adopted a record $1,650,000 
budget.

J. P. Allen, pastor of the Broadway Bap
tist church of Ft. Worth, Tex., was named 
president; Dr. Jack Gregston, a Duncan, 
Okla., physician, vice-president; and Henry 
Love, director of education at First Baptist 
church of Shreveport, La., secretary.

In other action Paul M. Stevens, executive 
director of the agency, announced that 18 
television specials will be given to Southern 
Baptists next year by the three major tele
vision networks. This air time is valued in 
excess of $4 million, he said.

Stevens want on to tell of the formation 
of a man’s singing group drawn from South
ern Baptists’ ministers of music throughout 
the United States. This singing group, 
compared by Stevens to the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, will represent Southern 
Baptists on network radio and television 
specials, sing for denominational functions, 
and tour abroad.

Also announced was the alliance of the 
Commission and the Baptist Sunday School 
Board of Nashville in the production and 
distribution of products based on the Jot 
television series. Over 300,000 children 
wrote the Commission’s moppet-like char
acter last year, many of them requesting 
materials such as games, books, and puzzles.

WMU Changes Outlined 
In Report to SBC

Changes in the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union program were outlined 
during the organization’s annual report to 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) Pres
ident Mrs. Robert Fling of Pleasantville, 
N.Y., presented the report to the Conven
tion.

The report described recasting of the 
WMU program to conform with the Con
vention’s new grouping-grading plan which 
becomes effective in October of 1970. The 
report also said the WMU professional staff 
was restructured in 1967-68 in order to pre
pare for the changes.

The WMU Executive Board approved 
broad plans for the 1970’s program and ap
proved a new statement of WMU tasks in a 
church to become effective October 1970, 
the report said.

The board also established an advisory 
committee to propose names of WMU or
ganizations and periodicals in the 70’s pro
gram. The committee also evaluated the de
sign of a new WMU Individual Achieve
ment Plan.

The report described the WMU program 
for the 1970’s as only “recasting” of the 
program already in existence, not as a com
plete reorganization.

Baptist Evangelists Elect 
Charles Massegee as President

Evangelists from across the Southern 
Baptist Convention heard a battery of in
spirational speakers and elected officers, 
June 12, at their annual meeting at First 
Baptist church, New Orleans.

Evangelist Charles Massagee of Dallas, 
Texas, succeeded John Tierney of Green
ville, S. Q, as president of the Conference 
of Southern Baptist Evangelists. Jerry 
Riemer of Oklahoma City was elected vice- 
president.

Other new officers include Jim Hodges, 
Lakeland, Fla., music chairman; Darcy 
Hodges, Oklahoma City, assistant music 
chairman; Joe Shaver, Bellevue Baptist 
church, Memphis, Tenn., treasurer; Don 
Womack, Memphis, secretary; and Jack 
Taylor, Castle Hills, Tex., pastor advisor.

Tierney appointed a committee to study 
ways of cooperating with schedule changes 
proposed for the special 125th anniversary 
format the Southern Baptist Convention will 
put into effect next year in Denver, Colo.

Speakers at the evangelists’ conference 
were Angel Martinez, Ft. Smith, Ark.; 
Nathan Bussey, Lawton, Okla.; James 
Robinson, Dallas; Tierney; Ramsey Pollard, 
Memphis, and R. G. Lee, Memphis.

Personally
By James A. Lester

NEW ORLEANS—The hospitality was 
excellent in the Crescent City—the Rivergate 
Exhibition Center beautiful, but for the 
Southern Baptist Convention, it just wasn’t 
enough! The all-time record for registered 
messengers exceeded 16,000 by the middle 
of the first full day of sessions, and con
tinued through the week. But, the center 
had seating capacity for less than 13,000! 
The halls were jammed, as might be ex
pected, and the ground-floor exhibition 
center overflowed with messengers also; 
there just simply wasn’t room enough to go 
around, or pass in the halls!

This is a convention center, used to large 
crowds, but the Baptists came close to setting 
a new record. Expenses—Out of this world! 
A city used to charging well for services 
rendered in terms of hotel accommodations 
and food, upheld its reputation in this area 
faultlessly-. If your pastor gets home with 
a record expense account—or flat broke 
as we used to say, don’t be surprised. It 
took it all by the second day, with still three 
days to go!

But it was a good convention—and even 
the side conventions, or should we say side
walk conventions, attracted large crowds of 
participants.

Next year, on to Denver—6000 feet above 
sea level, a contrast in climate, and hope
fully, room enough. But the sad part of this 
observation, there won’t be that many mes
sengers present. They’ll still be recovering 
from New Orleans, and still be wondering 
if there is room in Denver. J. D. Grey and 
his committee did a magnificent job. Our 
thanks to them. Our only complaint—we 
just needed more room.

Mosteller Named Dean, School 
of Theology at New Orleans

James Mosteller, professor of church his
tory at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
seminary, has been named dean of the 
school of theology at the Southern Baptist 
institution.

The appointment as announced by H. Leo 
Eddleman, president, at a meeting of alumni 
of the seminary.

Elected president of the alumni was Sid
ney Buckley, director of the music depart
ment of Furman university. Other officers 
include Roland Jarrard of Birmingham, 
Ala., vice president; Mrs. George Davis of 
Bayou La Batre, Ala., secretary; and Jim 
Glaze of Montgomery, Ala., treasurer.
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Ordination Coming For More 
Ministers of Music, Is View

By Eura Lannom

Bill G. West, pastor of River Oaks Baptist 
church, Houston, Texas, told the Southern 
Baptist church musicians that “ordination 
is coming” for increasing numbers of min
isters of music.

“Why Ordain?” was West’s topic as he 
spoke to the Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference meeting at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological seminary.

West gave four recommendations in an
swer to his topic. He said that music leaders

Berry Is Elected President 
Of SBC Pastors’ Conference

By David Keel

At the 35th annual meeting of the Pastor’s 
Conference of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, held at the Municipal Auditorium, 
New Orleans, Don Berry, pastor, Memorial 
Drive Baptist church, Houston, Texas, was 
elected president, succeeding Harper Shan
non, pastor, First Baptist church, Dothan, 
Ala.

Other officers elected were Landrum Lea- 
vell, pastor, First Baptist church, Wichita 
Falls, Texas, vice president and W. T. Furr, 
pastor, Queensborough Baptist church, 
Shreveport, La., secretary-treasurer.

Following the theme, “The Living Lord 
Confronting Today’s World,” the two-day 
conference heard 20 major messages as com
pared to last year’s 58. President Shannon 
noted during the last session of the confer
ence that every personality scheduled to ap
pear on the program had met his or her 
commitment.

This year’s conference saw the introduc
tion of a Sunday evening pre-conference 
dinner and colloquy at the Royal Orleans 
Hotel, featuring a panel discussion, entitled, 
“Students, the Church, and Today’s Issues.” 
The students involved in the “open floor” 
discussions were Stuart Sprague, senior at 
Duke university, Durham, N. C., and Tom 
Graves of Vanderbilt university, Nashville. 
Both were participants in the group of Bap
tist students concerned, that demonstrated 
last year and held their first dialogue when 
the convention met in Houston, Texas.

Others on the panel included Kenneth L. 
Chafin, professor at Southern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Louisville, Ky.; B. Gray 
Allison, Southern Baptist evangelist from 
Louisiana; and Ron Willis, Southern Baptist 
missionary and pastor in San Francisco.

The colloquy discussed such things as the 
problem of campus riots, war and peace, 
the population explosion including birth con
trol, racism, drug addiction, the student’s 

should act like ministers, whether or not 
they are ordained; begin a low key explora
tion in their church if they desire ordina
tion; don’t press the matter if resistance is 
met; and “wait—it’s coming.”
Oklahoma City, as secretary-treasurer.

Bob Burroughs, minister of music, at 
First Baptist church, Abilene, was elected 
president of the conference, and Miss Mary 
June Tabor of the church music staff of the 
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 

relations to the local church, etc.
Major issues dealt with and speakers in

cluded:
The population explosion, Wayne Ward; 

“. . . Pope Paul VI’s encyclical forbidding 
birth control is bluntly contradictory to the 
plain teaching of Holy Scripture. . . . Gen
esis 1:28-31 does command man and woman 
to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth. . . . but clearly this commandment 
cannot be taken as a commandment for un
limited procreation which threatens life on 
this earth, because this would defeat the 
purpose of the commandment rather than 
fulfill it.”

Franklin Paschall, pastor, First church, 
Nashville, and past president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, spoke on the subject, 
“Saved to the Uttermost Means Saved Com
pletely,” saying that two-thirds of the min
istry of Jesus had to do with healing . . . 
“there are those who want to minister to 
the souls of men and forget his physical 
needs . . . minister to the body and forget 
the soul.” Paschall continued by saying, “We 
have a tremendous opportunity to minister 
to the whole man.”

Separation of church and state, Landrum 
P. Leavell, Ill., pastor, First church, Wichita 
Falls, Tex.: “. . . There is no instance in 
history of a coalition of church and state 
where a viral, evangelistic church resulted 
. . . the churches usually die.”

The Christian and War, Jess C. Moody, 
pastor, First church, West Palm Beach, Fla.: 
“If we use war to gain peace, we will have 
a war-like peace, a peace that just can’t wait 
to get back to war ... let us tell egotistic 
governmental power centers that the day of 
our rallying behind useless bloodshed of our 
young is ended.”

Situation ethics, the new morality, and 
Christian faith, John Drakeford, professor, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary,

The first day’s program featured a com
posers’ symposium, with three widely known 
musicians discussing and demonstrating 
their work. They were Ralph Carmichael of 
Woodland Hills, Calif., Ron Nelson, chair
man of the department of music at Brown 
university, Providence, R. L, and Philip 
Landgrave, assistant professor of church 
music at Southern Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, Ky.

The program also included four worship 
sessions and a demonstration lecture by 
Donald P. Hustad, professor of church 
music at Southern seminary.

The closing session Tuesday featured the 
World Premiere of the conference anthem, 
“For the Living of These Days,” composed 
by Duane Blakley, minister of music, Manor 
Baptist church, San Antonio.

Fort Worth, Tex., cited five principles in a 
biblical view of sex: Sex in humans is for 
union; sex is creative; sex can develop de
structive possibilities, as well as creative 
ones; sex is a complex mechanism of the 
human peronality surrounded by diverse 
emotions, and thus can easily “get out of 
gear”; sex is to be a servant, not master.

Redemption through the blood, Manuel 
L. Scott, pastor, Calvary Baptist church 
(Negro), Los Angeles, Calif.: “The Na
tional Council has advised that if protest
ers come and interrupt your service, don’t 
call the police ... to permit someone to be 
lawless and then not call the law is para
doxical ... if they come to my service, I’m 
calling the law.” Scott spoke earlier on “The 
Gospel of a Radical Pulpit.”

Ecumenical evangelism, Alastair Walker, 
called for a spirit of ecumenism in evange
lism endeavors, stating that Baptist theology 
on the priesthood of every believer should 
be the basis of such a spirit.

Poverty, Vander Warner, pastor, Grove 
Avenue church, Richmond, Va.: “We need 
to individualize and personalize our involve
ment ... we ought to teach and preach 
Sunday after Sunday how our people can 
relate to the poor.”

Drug addiction, Dr. Ira Myers, state 
health officer for Alabama and a Southern 
Baptist deacon: “Americans have been de
scribed as 100,000,000 guinea pigs, we’re 
willing to try anything once . . . many are 
taking drugs and call it a worship experi
ence.”

Biblical preaching and social issues, War
ren Hultgren, pastor, First church, Tulsa, 
Okla.: “Evangelism and social concerns are 
not antagonistic, but complementary, if 
rightly understood.”

The pastors also heard from: Ray Wood, 
evangelist from Birmingham, Ala.; John Bob 
Riddle, of Birmingham, Ala.; Eddie Lieber
man, evangelist from Greenville, S. C.; John 
Edmund Haggai, Atlanta, Ga.; Governor 
Albert P. Brewer, Ala.; Miss Vonda Kay 
Van Dyke, 1965 Miss America from Phoe
nix, Ariz., who gave her personal testimony, 
and Hudson Baggett, editor of the Alabama 
Baptist, Birmingham.
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Today’s Missionary Must 
Have Courage, Says Fite

NEW ORLEANS—A former Southern. 
Baptist missionary imprisoned for four 
years in Cuba told Baptist laymen with the 
voice of experience that the missionary of 
today must have the courage to face danger 
and to endure.

David Fite, a Baptist missionary to Cuba 
released from prison on illegal currency ex
change charges in February, vividly de
scribed periods of distress he experienced 
as an inmate of Cabana Prison.

Fite told of standing for five hours under 
a blazing summer sun while a security 
search took place among the prisoners.

“To be involved in missions is to face 
danger. We must have the spirit which gives 
us strength in times of distress,” he said.

The power of love can penetrate hatred 
and break down indifference even in prison, 
Fite told men attending the Southern Bap
tist Laymen’s Conference, as he described 
how a Negro prisoner gave all of his food 
packages from home to a sick, embittered, 
withdrawn inmate.

The laymen’s conference was one of five 
major Baptist conventions preceding the 
112th annual meeting of the Southern Bap
tist Convention in the Rivergate Exhibition 
Center.

Groups of ministers, mission-minded 
women, religious educators and church mu
sicians were meeting throughout the city 
simultaneously.

Sex cropped up again in a major address 
at the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference 
on situation ethics, the new morality, and 
the Christian faith.

John W. Drakeford, professor of religious 
psychology and counseling at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, told the preachers it was time to take 
a realistic view about sex.
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“We should tell our children the true 
facts about sexuality,” he said. “They should 
be told in an unvarnished way so that they 
realize the risk they take the moment they 
become involved in promiscuous behavior.

“All the evidence is mounting up to show 
that the Biblical ethic of sexuality is just 
as valid today as it ever was.”

Delegates attending the annual meeting 
of Woman’s Missionary Union were warned 
of treason within the Christian cause.

D. Elton Trueblood of Richmond, Ind., 
a Quaker religious philosopher, told the 
women the most dangerous enemies they 
face today claim to have some kind of con
nections with Christianity.

“Theologians have wrecked far more 
havoc than scientists or historians and, how
ever sad this may be, we are already on 
firmer ground when we face the fact of 
inner treason frankly.”

Trueblood indicated to the women he 
wasn’t disturbed about declining support of 
the Christian cause. He expressed it this 
way:

“The fact that the church has been 
stripped of so much nominal support is not 
bad news, but good. Having lost much of 
the burden of mild religion, there is now a 
real chance of moving forward with new 
power.” (BP)

Most Americans Believe Religion’s 
Influence Waning; Gallup Poll

PRINCETON, N.J.—Seventy per cent of 
adult Americans believe religion is losing its 
influence on life and only 14 per cent think 
religious influence is increasing, according 
to the Gallup Poll.

The statistics were almost directly oppo
site those recorded in 1957, when 69 per 
cent said religious influence was going up 
and 14 per cent said it was going down.

In 1969, 11 per cent saw no difference 
in religious influence, and 5 per cent had 
no opinion.

A greater percentage of Roman Catholics 
than Protestants thought religious impact 
was weakening. This factor was partly at
tributed by Catholics to Pope Paul’s encycli
cal on birth control and to tension between 
conservative and liberal church leaders.

Gallup has surveyed religion’s influence a 
dozen times since 1957. The proportion of 
those seeing an increase in religious influ
ence dropped from 69 per cent to 45 per 
cent between 1957 and 1962. In 1968, 18 
per cent detected an increase but 67 per 
cent, found a decrease.

The decline in awareness of religious in
fluence has been paralied by a decrease in

Black, White Methodists 
To Merge in Florida

LAKELAND, Fla.—Black and white 
United Methodist units in Florida were set 
to merge here in early June.

Coming together in the Florida Con
ference were 304,000 white and 8350 black 
members from 700 congregations. Pre
viously, separate conferences existed along 
racial lines. This plan was abolished by 
the denomination last year.

For the first time, the annual conference 
session will include delegates from the 
former Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
which was united with the Methodist 
Church in 1968 to form the United de
nomination. (RNS)

DEBATE ON DIVORCE 
TO OPEN IN ITALY

ROME—The Christian Democratic Party 
here suffered an unexpected setback when 
the Chamber of Deputies voted to open 
debate immediately on a controversial pro
posal to legalize divorce in Italy.

The grounds for divorce provided in the 
bill include conviction for sexual crimes, 
imprisonment for more than 12 years, five 
years of legal separation, confinement in a 
mental hospital for five years, non-consum- 
mation of the marriage, or the obtaining of 
a divorce outside Italy by one of the mar
ried partners. (RNS) 

weekly church attendance. Last year, Gallup 
said 43 per cent of adults attended church 
in any week.

Eighty-five per cent of young adults saw 
religion’s influence declining, as against 67 
per cent among older persons. Seventy
eight per cent of college students concurred, 
as compared to 62 per cent four years ago.

Among the causes offered by persons in
terviewed, Gallup said, the church is “out
dated,” “morals are breaking down” and 
“people are becoming more materialistic.”

Some felt that a strengthening of religion 
was taking place, but not in traditional 
forms.

The Gallup Poll was based on queries in
volving 1,521 persons in early May. Fol
lowing is the tabulation for 1969 in com
parison to selected former years:

Increasing No No
Influence Losing Difference Opinion

1957 69% 14% 10% 7%
1962 45 31 17 7
1965 33 45 13 9
1967 23 57 14 6
1968 18 67 87
1969 14 70 11 5

Page 10 Baptist And Reflector



House Unit Agrees on Tax 
Reforms on Church Income

Listen to Manifesto Mssage, 
Presbyterian Agency Urges

RICHMOND, Va.—Members of the

WASHINGTON—The House Ways and 
Means Committee has agreed on a number 
of tax reforms related to churches, charita
ble agencies and private foundations.

Among the recommendations to Congress 
to be made by the committee are:

• Unrelated business income of church
es, social welfare clubs, civic leagues, social 
clubs, and fraternal beneficial associations 
will be taxed.

• The general limit on the charitable 
contributions deduction for individuals will 
be increased from 30 per cent to 50 per 
cent.

• The unlimited charitable contribution 
deduction in special circumstances will be 
repealed, effective in 1975, but with limi
tations imposed in the interim.

• Moving expense deductions would be 
expanded to a limit of 2500, and would in
clude expenses for house-hunting trips, tem
porary living expenses at the new job loca
tion, expenses related to the sale of the old 
house, and expenses related to the purchase 
of a new residence.

• New regulations for private tax-exempt 
foundations will be proposed to prohibit 
“self-dealing,” to require distribution of in
come within one year, and to prohibit such 
foundations from engaging directly or in
directly in any activities intended to influ
ence the outcome of any election (including 
voter registration drives) or to influence the 
decision of any governmental body.

Chairman Wilbur D. Mills (D. Ark.) said 
that the decisions being announced by the 
Ways and Means Committee “are tentative,” 
that they are now being drafted in legisla
tive language, and that final decisions would 
be made before recommendations are sent 
to the Congress.

While no specific date has been set for 
House action on the tax reform bill, chair
man Mills hopes to have it passed and sent 
to the Senate prior to the August recess of 
Congress.

The tentative decisions of the Ways and 
Means Committee were announced in a ten- 
page document. It covered tax treatment of 
private foundations, other exempt organiza
tions, charitable contributions, farm losses, 
moving expenses, corporate mergers and 
corporate securities, and multiple corpora
tions.

This preliminary report is only a part of 
a long list of other tax reforms including 
proposals on taxation of the oil industry, 
capital gains, real estate, tax-exempt bond 
interest and estates.

The committee is working on legislation 
to close “loopholes” by which individuals 
and businesses reduce or eliminate their 
federal taxes. It is also considering pro
posals to lower taxes, especially for the 
poor.

There have been many complaints that 
private foundations abuse the tax-exemption 
privilege to perpetuate family wealth, play 
politics and engage in questionable activities 
at the expense of those who pay taxes. (BP)
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Board of Christian Education for the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) 
said here that Christians should “listen 
honestly and openly to the message” of 
James Forman and others connected with 
the Black Manifesto.

The board offered neither approval nor 
rejection of the manifesto which demands 
that white churches and synagogues pay the 
National Black Economic Development 
Conference some $500 million in repara
tions for the mistreatment of black people.

“We cannot close church doors or 
Christian hearts to so desperate an ap
peal,” the Board’s statement said, “notwith
standing its errors and overtones of 
violence.” (RNS)
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PINE LODGE CABINS
State Road #9—4 Miles from Ridgecrest, 1118 
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family or groups.
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State Office, Suite 101, 1007 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee. Phone 244*2485
Agencies available throughout the State of Tennessee and Kentucky. Insurance experi
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Tennessee News Briefs 
■

Don Barnes, a student at Carson-Newman 
college, Jefferson City, is the new youth 
director at First Baptist church, Morristown. 
William E. Palmer is the pastor. Mrs. 
Barnes is a teacher at Morristown Junior 
High.

The Senior High choir of Whitehaven 
Baptist church, Shelby county, left June 10 
for a mission tour into the Northeast. The 
choir, directed by Bill Day, minister of mu
sic, will present “Purpose” in several 
churches. They will be in charge of the 
music at Fall River, Mass., during an area
wide Crusade of the Americas revival with 
Portuguese speaking people. The choir has 
been prepared to do mission work by Bill 
Emmitt, assistant pastor at Whitehaven, and 
he and Day along with three other counsel

Baptist State Papers Note Circulation of 1,622,256
Circulation of 29 Baptist state papers 

rose to 1,622,256 during 1968, the Southern 
Baptist Convention was told.

In the report of the SBC Committee on 
Baptist State Papers, Chairman Herschel H. 
Hobbs of Oklahoma City, credited the 29 
state-wide Baptist publications, all but five 
of which are weekly papers, for a major 
role in communicating information on the 
Crusade of the Americas evangelistic effort 
in North, Central and South America.

“In an undertaking which involves so 
many Baptist bodies scattered throughout 
the Americas, such would have been impos
sible without the coordination furnished by 

W. A. Criswell delivers his presidential address to the opening night session of 
the SBC meeting at Rivergate Exhibition Center, New Orleans, La.

ors will accompany the 52 young people on 
the 12-day tour. Lewis D. Ferrell is the 
Whitehaven pastor.

Billy Chaffin has accepted a call as pastor 
of Antioch church, Nashville association. He 
formerly served as pastor of Lake Springs 
Baptist church near Franklin, Ky.

George Mitchell, a junior at Belmont col
lege, Nashville, has been named summer 
youth director at First Baptist church, Chat
tanooga. He has been serving as part-time 
director there since Easter. A native of 
Chattanooga, Mitchell is a member of the 
Baptist Student Union, coach of the BSU 
softball team at Belmont, and a member of 
the madrigal ensemble.

the Baptist news media,” said the report.
In the circulation category, the Baptist 

Standard of Texas is by far the largest of 
the 29 papers, with a circulation of 369,553 
reported at the end of 1968.

The top nine papers in circulation (in or
der) are The Standard, The Alabama Bap
tist, 147,000; The (Georgia) Christian In
dex, 134,000; The Baptist Record (Missis
sippi), 109,000; The Baptist Courier (South 
Carolina), 98,025; Baptist Messenger (Okla
homa), 82,000; Baptist and Reflector (Ten
nessee), 73,000; Florida Baptist Witness, 
67,400; and Western Recorder (Kentucky), 
63,000.

Pastors, Students Disagree 
On Baptist Church Alliances

In an earlier meeting, ministers and col
lege students disagreed sharply here on ac
ceptable alliances of Southern Baptist 
churches, with students criticizing economic 
links between churches and local power 
structures.

At a discussion sponsored by the South
ern Baptist Pastor’s Conference on Sunday 
evening preceding the main ministers’ meet
ing, two students involved in an organiza
tion called Baptist Students Concerned 
criticized links between the churches and 
local power structures.

The audience of ministers, however, chal
lenged the contention that economics, spe
cifically capitalism, was a relevant issue.

Tom Graves and Stuart Sprague, two 
students planning to enroll in September at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Louisville, Ky., challenged the propriety of 
an economic-link between churches and 
local power structures.

A third panelist, Ron Willis, pastor in a 
ghetto area in San Francisco, supported the 
students with examples from his own min
istry.

The other two panelists, Kenneth Chafin, 
professor of evangelism at Southern semi
nary, and B. Gray Allison, a Baptist evange
list from Ruston, La., demurred.

“I don’t buy the idea that we have to 
destroy the system,” said Chafin. The pro
fessor chided students for their apparent 
inability to deal with political power through 
established structures.

“Idealists have a reluctance to soil their 
hands in the political machine,” he said.

However, Chafin did concede that the 
students made several good points concern
ing hypocrisy and irrelevance.

“The student may be God’s witness to us 
concerning our awareness,” he warned.

Allison took a slightly harder line. 
“There’s a big difference to me between 
challenging the system and trying to bring 
down or destroy the system,” he stated. (BP)

SBC Registration table.
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Seminary Reports Show Increases, 
Needs And Future Plans

In reports to the Southern Baptist Con
vention on Thursday evening, the six semi
naries operated under the auspices of the 
convention, reported on attendance, pres
ent and future needs, and plans.

President H. Leo Eddieman, reporting 
on the New Orleans Baptist Theological 
seminary, cited the enrolment at 691 and 
pointed out urgent needs: A new library, 
to cost slightly less than $1,000,000; a chil
dren’s building for pre-school children of 
seminary students, to cost $175,000; and 
more student housing, estimated to cost ap
proximately $1,000,000.

Long-range plans call for a student build
ing and completion of the gymnasium and 
recreational facilities.

Duke K. McCall, president, Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., reported that for the seventh consecu
tive year enrolment continued to climb, 
making it the only Southern Baptist Conven
tion seminary to experience an increase 
every year since 1961. Enrolment for 1968- 
69 totaled 1509 as compared to the 1967-68 
total of 1323.

Groundbreaking for a new building to 
house the School of Church Music has been 
tentatively set for the fall, estimated to 
cost $800,000, according to McCall.

Already an accredited member of the 
American Association of Theological 
Schools and the National Association of 
Schools of Music, the seminary gained ac
creditation in December, 1968, from the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. In January the School of Church 
Music awarded its first Doctor of Musical 
Arts degree.

President Robert E. Naylor of Southwest
ern Baptist Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, reported a major advance in 
enrolment, additions to the faculty, a total 
institutional self-study, continuing theolog
ical education projects, the acquisition of 
additional facilities and long range plans.

Naylor said the 2036 enrolment for 1968- 
69 is the largest since 1962-63 and an 
increase of 110 over the 1967-68 year.

The Walsh Medical Center was completed 
in June, 1969, providing medical and dental 
services for the seminary “family.” A chil
dren’s building, president’s home, student 
housing and other projects are scheduled for 
early construction.

Olin T. Binkley, president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological seminary, located in 
Wake Forest, N. C., reported that last fall’s 
enrolment reached 582.

The president also reported completion of 
construction of a new health center and ac
tion of the board of trustees to name the 
seminary’s library building for Emery B. 
Denny, former chief justice of the Supreme 
Court of North Carolina, and the chapel for 
Binkley.

Reporting on the fourth consecutive year 
of enrolment increase, Midwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary president Millard Ber- 
quist indicated that the 261 students at the 
seminary this year represented 75 colleges 
and universities in 24 states, and five foreign 
countries.

Harold K. Graves, president of Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif., reported that the seminary is 
in its 25th year of operation and had a 27.7 
per cent increase in the fall enrolment. Ac
cumulative enrolment for the year is the 
second highest in the seminary’s history. 
The international student enrolment has also 
increased, according to Graves, representing 
19 per cent of the student body.

Eugene V. England, native of Tennessee, 
and a graduate of Carson-Newman college, 
Jefferson City, and Golden Gate returned to 
the seminary in July as business manager.

Changes Will Appear 
In Church Programs

One word, “change,” could well summar
ize the new total church program for the 
1970’s as presented to the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Messengers to the Southern Baptist Con
vention received a preview of new curricu
lum, grouping and grading, periodical de
signs, and titles for the 1970’s during the 
special hour-long “multi-media” presenta
tion.

The presentation used motion pictures, 
slides, live drama, silhouette, tableau, musi
cal recordings, specially composed music, 
and audience participation to outline the 
changes in church programming for the 
1970’s.

Darrel Baergen of Southwest Texas State 
college in San Marcos, Tex., wrote and di
rected the special presentation, which fol
lowed the report of the SBC Sunday School 
Board.

During the presentation entitled, “Ekkle- 
sia—Your Church in the ’70’s,” messengers 
to the Convention witnessed the story of a 
fictional seminary student searching for help 
to guide him in his first pastorate.

A historical presentation was used to in
troduce the new approach planned in the 
ministries of the church training program, 
the Sunday School program, the church mu
sic program, Woman’s Missionary Union 
and the Brotherhood Commission.

Stressing variety, flexibility and individ
uality, the presentation indicated for all 
programs of work more lay involvement, 
more husband and wife involvement and 
more family team involvement. Group and 
personal experience through involvement 
with people who have special needs in areas 
of moral, social, racial brotherhood and per
sonal brotherhood problems were also a 
part of the look ahead.

Ministers' Wives Conference
Wives of Southern Baptist ministers 

staged a “mini-Mardi Gras” in their 14th 
annual luncheon at Hotel Royal Orleans 
June 11.

Some 350 women dined around tables 
laden with authentic Mardi Gras royalty 
costumes, lanterns, and take-home Mardi- 
Gras beads.

Mrs. Andrew Hall of Fayetteville, Ark., 
presided at the luncheon.

Elected as officers for next year were 
Mrs. Frank Norfleet, Kansas City, Mo., 
president; Mrs. Glen Braswell, Denver, Col., 
vice president; Mrs. T. T. Crabtree, Okla
homa City. Okla., secretary-treasurer; Mrs. 
Charles Wood, Tucson, Ariz., corresponding 
secretary.

Officers nominated for 1971 were presi
dent, Mrs. Malcolm Knight, Jacksonville, 
Fla.; vice president, Mrs. Sterling Price, 
St. Louis, Mo.; secretary-treasurer, Mrs. 
Tom Bray, El Dorado, Ark.; corresponding 
secretary, Mrs. Eugene Enlow, Tulsa, Okla.

Twelve melodic minutes were presented 
by Martha Branham, soloist of Dallas, ac
companied by Sue Mitz, also of Dallas. 
Grady Nutt of Southern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Louisville, Ky., gave “Twelve 
Nutty Minutes” of his time.

Southern Seminary Trustees 
Elect Administrative Dean

Trustees of the Southern Baptist Theologi
cal seminary in Louisville, Ky., have elected 
Allen W. Graves to the post of administra
tive dean, effective Aug. 1.

Graves, a native of Arkansas and former 
pastor in Florida, Virginia and Oklahoma, 
has been dean of the School of Religious 
Education at Southern seminary since 1955.

He will succeed Hugh R. Peterson, who 
retires this summer after 32 years on the 
seminary staff, the last 10 as administrative 
dean.

Ernest J. Loessner, professor of religious 
education, will be acting dean of the School 
of Religious Education for the coming 
school year. He joined the faculty in 1953.

The trustee meeting followed the semi
nary’s annual alumni luncheon, during 
which Dean Peterson was honored with a 
mailbag filled with letters of appreciation 
from former students of the seminary.

A highlight of the luncheon was the an
nouncement that the campaign to endow 
the Billy Graham Chair of Evangelism at 
the seminary has been successfully com
pleted. Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor of First 
Baptist church in Oklahoma City, Okla., 
chairman of the endowment fund drive, said 
the $500,000 goal had been surpassed. He 
gave the total figure to date as $625,000.

The 600 alumni present elected John E. 
Lawrence, pastor of Forest Hills Baptist 
church in Raleigh, N. C., as president of 
the alumni association. Herbert C. Gabhart, 
president of Belmont college in Nashville, 
Tenn., was named president-elect.
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Sunday School Lesson for June 22, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

The Person-Centered Ministry
Basic Passages: Luke 10:25-37 
Focal Passages: Luke 10:25-37

The individual is being lost today. The 
machine is minimizing him and the crowd is 
engulfing him. Collectivism and statism are 
decimating him.

Direct person to person ministry is rapidly 
fading out. Institutions and systems are do
ing the work mainly.

The idea advanced, “I love humanity but 
I am repelled by the individual,” is poor 
humanism and is devoid of real Christian 
compassion.

We cannot eliminate the machine or do 
without organized action. However, we can 
salvage and nurture the individual emphasis 
and personal touch.

We cannot know or understand people en 
masse. Intimate contact with individuals 
composing a group will help us appreciate 
the group better. Then we can serve them 
more intelligently.

The individual approach will bless the one 
ministering more deeply and encouragingly. 
To touch individuals with acts of service and 
feel their reaction will enrich us uniquely.

A DESIGNING LAWYER
Luke 10:25-28

A Jewish lawyer who evidently considered 
himself very clever, sought to trap Jesus 
with a question about the law. He wanted 
to know which of the laws Christ considered 
to be the greatest.

Jesus turned the question back to him. 
He answered with a summary of the law— 
total love to God and loving our neighbor 
as we love ourselves. The whole personality 
is caught up in love to God. It has emo
tional, spiritual, volitional, and intellectual 
aspects.

Loving our neighbor as we love ourselves 
involves our whole being also. It further 
suggests that we love others in the manner 
or way that we love ourselves. Interest in 
others will be on a par with self-interest.

Jesus bade him observe this high form of 
self-giving and living. The man wanted to 
know what to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus 
answered in kind. Of course, no one can 
perfectly keep the law in its fulness. There
fore, we are shut up to Christ as our only 
hope.

AN EVASIVE QUESTION
Luke 10:29-36

The lawyer sees himself put into a corner 
and tries to get out. He asks Jesus to define 
who is meant by the term “neighbor.” Jesus 
gave no direct answer but presented a beau
tiful story about the good Samaritan. It 

really put him into an inescapable corner 
along with similar critics among the Jews.

The primary emphasis was not on the 
victim but on the one who ministered to 
him. The rebuke is all the more embarrass
ing because the one who ministered to the 
beaten and bruised man was a despised Sa
maritan.

The one who was supposed to minister to 
others as a full-time occupation failed. He 
did not face up to his duty. He side-stepped 
it. The priest was so busy functioning in 
the ceremonial and ritualistic that he over
looked his opportunity to minister to severe 
human need. The Levites were the ones set 
aside to look after all the needs of the 
people. This Levite preferred to be absorbed 
in the activities of the temple. He avoided 
the crying need along the highways of life 
outside the temple. He moved about-in cir
cles inside the church. He did not carry the 
spiritual blessings and values emphasized in 
worship to those on the outside who were 
perishing in their plight.

We learn from this incomparable narra
tion that it is not who is my neighbor but 
am I a neighbor toward anyone in need? 
This is the important question.

THE SIGNIFICANT APPLICATION
Luke 10:27

The one who showed mercy was the real 
neighbor. Thus we are to give ourselves to 
being good neighbors. It is a great and 
glorious business.

There are many kinds of thieves who are 
pillaging, plundering, and devastating hu
manity. There are many individuals who 
are being exploited and impoverished. There 
are those who are being ravished by their 
own lusts and dissipations. We are custo
dians of the balm of Gilead. We know the 
great physician. Many wait to be healed.

PRESBYTERIANS WOULD DROP 
GREEK, HEBREW STUDIES

SAN ANTONIO—The United Presby
terian Church moved here to change a more 
than 40-year requirement that its ministerial 
candidates learn Greek and Hebrew.

The measure would have to be approved 
by a majority of the Church’s 180 presby
teries and receive a final vote from the 1970 
General Assembly before becoming official.

Reformation tradition has generally held 
that preachers could not adequately inter
pret the Bible for their congregations unless 
they could, read the Scripture in its original 
languages. (RNS)

Charles Ashcraft Named 
Arkansas Executive Secretary

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—Charles Ashcraft 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, has been elected 
executive secretary of the Arkansas Baptist 
State Convention and will begin his new 
duties Sept. 1.

In a called meeting here June 3, the Con
vention’s Executive Board unanimously 
elected Ashcraft to succeed S. A. Whitlow, 
who resigned to accept a pastorate.

For the past four and a half years, Ash
craft has been the first executive secretary 
of the newly formed Utah-Idaho Southern 
Baptist Convention.

In other actions of the day the Convention 
Board dedicated the new Arkansas Baptist 
Building, a $1,300,000 structure which has 
been occupied since Jan. 1.

Speaker for the dedication was Porter 
Routh of Nashville, Tenn., executive secre
tary-treasurer of the Southern Baptist Ex
ecutive Committee.

The Board also presented a check for 
$4000 to S. A. Whitlow in appreciation for 
his service as state executive.

A native of Arkansas, Ashcraft is a grad
uate of Ouachita Baptist university, Arka
delphia, Ark., and Southern Baptist Theo
logical seminary, Louisville, with a bachelor 
of arts and master of theology degrees. 
Ouachita Baptist university awarded him an 
honorary doctorate in 1968.

Ashcraft was a U.S. Army chaplain in 
World War II and was decorated with a 
bronze star.

He was secretary of the Brotherhood and 
Foundation departments of the New Mexico 
Baptist Convention from 1946 through 1951.

His pastorates included the First Baptist 
church, Los Alamos, N.M., and the First 
Southern Baptist church, Las Vegas, Nev.

• Consumer advocate Ralph Nader says 
the amplified sound of live rock-and-roll 
performances may be producing a new gen
eration of hearing-impaired Americans and 
should be controlled. He urged two Senate 
subcommittees recently to conduct hearings 
that could lead to local rock-and-roll noise 
level restrictions and ear protection for mu
sicians and band hall workers. Nader said, 
“hard rock” noise levels were measured be
tween 100 and 116 decibels in several Wash
ington, D.C., night clubs, and as high as 138 
decibels in disclotheques in various parts of 
the country. The pain threshold is 140 deci
bels. Groups including the American Medi
cal Association consider long exposure over 
85 decibels hazardous to hearing. The Uni
versity of Tennessee found the hearing of 
many incoming freshmen had deteriorated 
to the average 65-year-old level, and subse
quent tests of 1000 high school seniors 
found 20 per cent with impaired hearing. 
Dr. David M. Lipscomb, who conducted the 
tests, says hearing loss seriously jeopardizes 
many students’ career potentials. (Nashville 
Tennessean, 6/2/69)
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Executive Secretary
By W. Fred Kendall

It is refreshing to read of a speaker affirm
ing the fact that it is time for the church 
critics to help heal the damage which has 

been done to the influ
ence and place of the 
church in American so
cial order. He said, 
“There are times when 
prophets are called upon 
to heal, to help, to lend 
a hand in trying to hold 
the church together in or
der that there may still 
be a church for mission 
and prophecy—of proc
lamation and service. I 

would argue that ours is just such a time.” 
The speaker was Albert Outler, professor of 
theology at the Perkins School of Theology 
at Southern Methodist university, Dallas, 
Texas. He was addressing the 500 editors 
at the joint meeting of the Associated 
Church Press and the Catholic Press Associ
ation meeting in Atlanta.

A recent Gallup Poll indicated that the 
churches are losing their place of influence 
in American life. So much of the criticism 
of the churches has been of the destructive 
kind. It has been made through the mass 
media of communication and has been gen
eralized with general broadside accusations. 
No documentation, no proof is ever given 
and often the accusation is against the vague 
institution “the church.”

In the crises through which we have been 
passing the churches have needed construc
tive criticism. Church programs and meth
ods must change to meet changing needs. 
But the criticism which is going to be help
ful must be with understanding and it must 
be based on facts. It must have a construc
tive objective. It should be made with a 
sympathetic understanding of the complexity 
of the problems involved and also the fact 
that there are often no simple solutions. It 
must be made with the knowledge that a 
continued negative criticism can destroy the 
church’s effectiveness in this period.

Many are denouncing the church and are 
saying that it is beyond hope of reform and 
they will work outside of the church. Some 
are idealizing movements outside the church 
which they proclaim will bring utopia. This 
has been said by some groups in every era 
of church history. The church’s funeral has 
been preached many times.

I want to call attention to Christ’s prom
ise in Matt. 16:18, “and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” Paul gave a 
great promise in Eph. 5:25-27, “even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave him
self for it; That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the

On Matters of

chiving

By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

UPBRINGING WITHOUT FEAR 
CREATES LITTLE MONSTER

Attempts to rear children without fear 
have “created little monsters,” a famed au
thority on disturbed children charged in a 
lecture. “The worst possible misinterpreta
tion” of Freud’s teaching and psychoanalysis 
has led parents to bring up children without 
fear and allowed the outbreak of uncon
trolled, accepted violence in our society, said 
Dr. Bruno Bettelheim, dir. of the Univ, of 
Chicago Orthogenic School. “The sleep of 
reason and the absence of fear, too—both 
bring forth monsters.”

Fear is still a needed element in the con
trol of man’s inherent violent tendencies, 
stressed the specialist. “Not, I hope, the fear 
of police, but fear for the loss of self- 
respect, fear for the loss of inner dignity, 
fear for the loss of humanity. But fear it 
has to be.”

Freud taught that where there is id (un
controlled instinct), there ought to be ego 
(rational control), reminded Dr. Bettelheim. 
“The fantastic thing in the United States is 
the popular misconception that Freud said 
‘where there is id, there should be more of 
it.’ Freud actually taught that only control 
of free instincts can possibly lead to free
dom.”

Dr. Bettelheim recalled the German phi
losopher Kant’s 200-year-old warning that 
“the worst thing that can happen to any 
society is if violence is rewarded and not 
punished.”

Is Dr. Bettelheim advocating a return to 
authoritarian, dictatorial control over chil
dren? No, says the authority.

“Teach children from the beginning, 
through a slow process of growth, to control 
their own violent tendencies, so that no one 
else will have to control them for them.” 

word, That he might present it to himself 
a glorious church, not having spot, or wrin
kle, or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.”

Let us criticise the church with love and 
with the purpose of perfecting it into the 
glorious church which Christ will present to 
himself. A lot of people have a lot of heal
ing to do in helping the world understand 
Christ has promised that His church shall 
not perish from the earth even in a time of 
chaos.

Criswell Suggests Merging 
Pastors' Conference, SBC

NEW ORLEANS—Southern Baptist Con
vention President W. A. Criswell suggested 
here that the SBC Pastors’ Conference 
leaders meet with the SBC program com
mittee to discuss merging the annual pas
tors’ session with the SBC convention each 
year.

As it stands now the Pastors’ Conference 
meets annually two days before the three- 
day convention session, creating a full week 
of meetings. “Isn’t it possible that the 
drama, the message and the preaching of 
the Pastors’ Conference could be enmeshed 
into a meaningful SBC convention pro
gram?” Criswell asked.

The Convention president, pastor of the 
First Baptist church of Dallas, said that the 
trend nationwide for national conventions 
was to shorten them.

Expressing concern for the final day of 
the week-long SBC meetings every year, 
Criswell assured the Pastors’ Conference 
that he was not trying to eliminate the con
ference, only to strengthen both the auxil
iary and convention sessions and hold 
crowds to the finish.

Pastors’ Conference President Harper 
Shannon of Dothan, Ala., said any response 
to Criswell’s suggestion will have to come 
from new leadership. (BP)

COALITION DEMANDS ARCHDIOCESE 
PAY $350,000 IN 'REPARATIONS'

SAN JOSE, Calif.—A coalition of 30 
local Mexican-American groups has de
manded $350,000 in “reparations” from the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San 
Francisco.

The organizations, through Jack Ybarra, 
a spokesman for the coalition, charged that 
the archdiocese, while owning large amounts 
of property, does little to help the rural and 
urban poor in the San Francisco Bay area. 
(RNS)

Religion Around the World

DR. ROPER HEADS 
MEDICAL GROUP

Dr. John A. Roper, Jr., Southern Baptist 
missionary to Jordan, was elected president 
of the Christian medical association of the 
Middle East during the organization’s 11th 
annual conference, held recently in Beirut, 
Lebanon. Dr. Roper, native of Six Mile, 
S.C., is medical director of the Baptist Hos
pital, Ajloun, Jordan.
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Change in 1973 Meeting
Date, Site Is Studied

NEW ORLEANS—The Executive Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention 
voted Tuesday morning to change one of the 
12 recommendations it was to present to the 
SBC annual meeting, announced a snag has 
developed in the proposed date for the 1973 
meeting of the denomination in Portland, 
Ore., and conducted other routine business.

Meeting in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Roosevelt hotel here, the 58-member com
mittee was told that increased giving through 
the Southern Baptist Cooperative Program 
has projected the possibility of covering capi
tal needs through 1970 before any excess is 
distributed to SBC agencies.

Committee members voted to change a 
recommendation to messengers which would 
have distributed any balance received to the 
agencies over the 1969 operating budget and 
1968 and 1969 capital needs. They added 
1970 to the capital needs stipulation.

Reuben South of North Little Rock, Ark., 
chairman of the Executive Committee’s Pro
gram Committee reported Cooperative Pro
gram receipts in May were the second high
est for any month in denominational history. 
The amount was $2,529,074, more than nine 
per cent above May of 1968.

On the question of the 1973 SBC annual 
meeting, committeemen were told that the 
Portland convention center had requested a 
delay of one week beyond the now sched
uled date of June 11-15. A decision, based 
on a straw ballot of messengers, will be de
ferred until the Executive Committee meet
ing in September. The straw ballot will 
determine whether messengers prefer the 
deferred date or another convention site.

In other business, the Executive Commit
tee agreed, subject to approval by messen
gers Wednesday, that Midwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Kansas City, Mo., be 
allowed a charter change to increase the 
number of trustees from 30 to 35.

Actions included raising the occupancy 
rate in the Southern Baptist Convention 
Building, 460 James Robertson Parkway, 
Nashville, Tenn., from $3.00 to $3.26 per 
square foot and requesting the SBC Radio 
and Television Commission, Fort Worth, 
Texas, to interpret the functions of a sub
sidiary, TimeRite, Inc.

TimeRite, Inc., set up to place radio and 
television advertising and programming, will 
simply go through the routine of clarifying 
and delineating this role.

Among recommendations to be presented 
Wednesday include charter, agency program 
statement and constitutional changes, selec
tion of Dallas, Texas, as the site of the 1974 
convention, and the adoption of a record 
operating budget of $27,158,119.

Information to be presented Wednesday 

included a statement that there was “no 
gathering of preference around any change 
of name for the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.” Name change studies were made 
during and before last year’s convention in 
Houston.

Curricula For 1970’s Previewed 
By Baptist Religious Educators

NEW ORLEANS—Southern Baptist Reli
gious educators got a preview here of pro
posed changes in the Sunday School and 
Church Training curricula for the 1970’s.

Presiding over the briefing at the annual 
meeting of the Religious Education Associa
tion were two Baptist Sunday School Board 
executives from Nashville, A. V. Washburn, 
secretary of the Sunday School department, 
and Philip B. Harris, secretary of the Train
ing Union department.

Washburn wasted no time in letting the 
ministers of education know where ultimate 
responsibility rested.

“In the past, the monkey has been on our 
back, so to speak. From now on, the selec
tion of program materials will be handled 
by local churches,” he. said.

The Sunday School Board will offer guide
lines based on past experience, but churches 
will handle their own curriculum design.

For example, even though young people 
will be absorbed into the adult division un
der the new plan, the board strongly recom
mends separate departments for young 
adults and, if possible, separate departments 
for married and single young people.

“We recommend that churches expand 
their adult divisions, and not use the new 
set-up as an excuse to retrench,” Washburn 
stated.

The new system will highlight two major 
areas—church outreach and teaching im
provement.

The Training Union part of the program 
was the first in a series of four presentations 
scattered through the convention program. 
This first program centered on the idea of 
change and the spirit of new directions felt 
by the Church Training staff.

Russel Noel, minister of education, First 
Baptist church in Tulsa, was elected presi
dent of the Religious Education Association.

President-elect is William H. Souther, pro
fessor of religious education at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological seminary. Bryant Cum
mings, Sunday School secretary for the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention, and Elmer

Ruble Thompson and Mrs. Thompson, 
New Salem church, Clinton association, 
during convention session.

Bailey, minister of education, Bellevue Bap
tist church, Memphis, are the new vice 
presidents.

Gracie Knowlton, professor of education
al arts and secretarial training at Southwest
ern Baptist Theological seminary, Fort 
Worth, was re-elected secretary-treasurer.

Noel succeeds Harold A. Souther of Kan
sas City, Mo., as president.

John Churchman, pastor, Manley church, 
Morristown, Mrs. Churchman and their 
three daughters attend the Monday evening 
session of the annual meeting of the Wom
an’s Missionary Union at the Rivergate.

Convention visitors to the Baptist Book 
Store display included 1/r J. Howard Cobble 
of Carrollton, Ga. with Tennesseans Wade 
Darby of Jefferson City, James Hutson of 
Madisonville, and Joe Stacker of Concord, 
before Convention session begins.
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