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Personally

By James A. Lester
The Sermon Too High—The Fence Too 

Low: A recent conversation brought to 
memory the story of a low fence. It was 
the practice and privilege of some preacher
boys at the junior college I attended to 
visit the county prison farm each Sunday 
afternoon for worship services. A Negro 
quartet provided the music, and I can hear 
them now as they sang “Shine On Me.” 
When spirituals were still in style—and 
I miss them now—the words were meaning
ful. The refrain: “Shine on Me, Shine on 
Me—Let the light, from the lighthouse 
shine on me. . . .”

But back to the story: It was a hot day. 
The preacher of the afternoon preached 
about Paul and Silas being released from 
their chains. The sermon finished, we 
returned to the college. It was the next 
day we passed along the highway between 
college and town—nine miles—and saw 
posses beating the bushes. A brief stop 
and one question placed everything in 
focus somewhat to our chagrin. For, fol
lowing the preaching about release from 
jail—five of the county guests at the farm 
had waited until night, and then emulated 
the example of the apostle and his com
panion!
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interpretation
New Orleans Convention: 

An Appraisal
By Herschel H. Hobbs

To me the most significant actions taken 
by the Convention were the election of a 
president and the adoption of Doctor James 
L. Sullivan’s substitute motion.

The presidential election was not a 
matter of Criswell versus Smith. It was a 
confrontation between the conservative and 
the more liberal positions in theology and 
procedures. By an overwhelming vote the 
Convention endorsed the conservative posi
tion.

Doctor Sullivan’s motion was a moderate 
but forceful substitute for a motion which 
would have required all Sunday School 
Board writers and Seminary professors to 
sign a statement of faith concerning the 
Bible. The substitute motion avowed faith 
in “The Statement of Faith and Message” 
adopted in Kansas City in 1963 calling upon 
the trustees of all agencies of the Conven
tion to adhere to its contents which include 
the broad base of faith held by Southern 
Baptists, but which in its preamble guards 
the individual conscience before God. Ac
cording to information which came to me 
Doctor Sullivan’s motion passed by a vast 
majority.

The significance of these two actions is 
simply this. On the one hand the mes
sengers strongly endorsed the conservative 
position rather than -.the more liberal one. 
On the other hand, the messengers endorsed 
the conservative position rather than an 
ultra-conservative one. Which means that 
Southern Baptists are still a progressively 
conservative group of people.

Growing out of my experience as presi
dent of the Convention 1961-1963 it has 
been my conviction that among Southern 
Baptists about five per cent are to the right 
and five per cent are to the left. And 
ninety per cent are down the conservative 
middle. The New Orleans Convention tends 
to affirm it.

This is the traditional situation among 
Southern Baptists. The original Statement 
of Faith and Message was born out of the 
theological battles of the 1920s. It kept 
our denomination anchored to the scriptures 
during that storm. The revised form of this 
Statement was the product of theological 
problems in the early 1960s. The revision 
did not change the original Statement in 
substance, but sought to adapt its emphases 
to the needs of this generation. The fact 
that the Convention in 1963 without chang
ing even a punctuation mark overwhelmingly 
approved this Statement demonstrates that 
the anchor let down in 1925 still holds.

Ever so often the cry goes up that South
ern Baptists are about to divide over the
ology. For whatever it is worth my 
judgment is that such will not take place, 
certainly not in the foreseeable future. We

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

This is the day of “Rent-A-Car,” 
but there are some who believe in the 
system of “Rent-A-Pastor”—“using a 
pastor at your convenience.”

For Funerals: “Pastor,” they may 
say, “we’ve only been in your com
munity five years and are not affiliated 
with any local church, but we wonder 
if you wouldn’t conduct the funeral 
for . .

For Hospital Visitation: “Pastor,” 
they ask, “when you are in the hospital 
—I wonder if you would mind visiting 
my third cousin. I haven’t had time to 
visit him yet—but I know he would 
appreciate a visit from you.”

For Weddings: “Pastor, we want 
you to marry us. I know we’ve never 
met—but I’ve always felt close to you 
because I know someone who attends 
your church.”

All those who use the pastor as an 
object of convenience would do well 
to remember that although his pa
tience may not be exhausted, his time 
is.

Carson-Newman Receives Grant

The Alcoa Foundation is continuing ite 
program of aid to independent colleges in 
1969 with an unrestricted grant of $6000 
to Carson-Newman college of Jefferson City.

Dr. John A. Fincher, president of the 
college, was presented the check by Al
coa’s Tennessee Operations Manager Roy J. 
Fisher, who represented the Foundation.
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shall continue to have our differences. This 
is inherent in our basic belief in the com
petency of every soul before God. But 
amid the hue and cry of the minority groups 
on either side, Southern Baptists will march 
together in the tie that binds our hearts in 
Christian love. We shall go forward in our 
unity in diversity.
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Devotional Translation Problems

On Having a Heart 
Transplant

Ezekiel 36:26

Communication Difficulties 
Are Detailed by Dr. Nida

By Robert E. Brown, Jr., Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Alamo

Brown

All the world has been amazed in recent 
months at the medical accomplishment of 
transplanting hearts. But the offer of heart 

transplanting is not new. 
During the sixth century 
before Christ God made 
the offer of new life to 
prophet Ezekiel. “A new 
heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I 
put within you; and I 
will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh 
and I will give you a 
heart of flesh.” Here was 
the offer through the 
dying man. The analogy 

between the physical transplant of today 
and the spiritual transplant mentioned by 
Ezekiel reminds us of great truths that have 
never lost their relevance.

First, in each case there must be the rec
ognition of a diseased heart. No person will 
submit to a physical heart transplant who 
is not convinced of the diseased or damaged 
heart that cannot sustain life. So with the 
spiritual. No person will ever have this 
great experience who does not first recog
nize that that which is within him is produc
ing death rather than life. We call this con
viction of sins.

Second, there must be a physician capable 
of performing such a delicate operation. 
Physically, no man will place his life in 
the hands of one who is not highly qualified 
to perform this surgery. Spiritually, many 
are turning to sources that cannot possibly 
remove a sin-sick heart. There is only one 
Physician capable of such a miraculous 
transplant. “There is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby ye must 
be saved.”

Third, there must be a supreme commit
ment of faith and trust. Can you imagine 
the faith one must have to submit to a 
physical heart transplant? Yet this is neces
sary for a new life. So spiritually. Jesus 
said, “Whosoever . . . believeth in me shall 
never die.” This faith is the F.D.I.C. of new 
life—Fully Deposited in Christ. “He that 
believeth on the Son hath life.”

Fourth, there must be two deaths. The 
donor must die, and the receiver must die, 
that new life might come. Christ died for 
the ungodly. The receiver must die to his 
old self that the life of Christ might bring 
him to new life—eternal life.

Have you had your heart transplant, spir
itually?

GRAYMOOR, N.Y.—Among the Shilluk 
people of the Sudan, evangelists speak of 
divine forgiveness as “God spit on the 
ground in front of us.”

Dr. Eugene Nida of the American Bible 
Society explained in the July issue of the 
Lamp magazine, a Roman Catholic ecu
menical monthly published here, that this is 
one of several phrases which may sound 
startling to Western man but are necessary 
to effectively communicate the Good News 
to the peoples of other cultures.

Among the Shilluk people, he said, the 
defendant and plaintiff in any dispute are 
required, when the case has been settled, 
“to spit on the ground in front of each 
other to show that all is forgiven.”

Thus the most effective way of communi
cating the fact that God has forgiven man’s 
sins is to state, “God spit on the ground in 
front of us.”

Dr. Nida, who heads the American 
Bible Society’s translations department, 
noted that the word “forgiveness” liter
ally means “to cover up” but that if it 
were so translated in some languages it 
would communicate the idea of “hiding 
one’s wrong doing.”
Thus, translators use a variety of expres

sions adapted to the local culture such as 
“blotting out,” “erasing,” “putting another’s 
sins behind one,” or even “losing another’s 
sins in one’s heart.”

“It should be obvious,” he said, “that one 
simply cannot render biblical expressions 
word for word; to do so is often to com
pletely distort the meaning of the original.”

Thus, he said, “one of the Congolese 
tribes concluded that (the biblical phrase) 
‘Heap coals of fire on his head’ must be 
some new technique for torturing one’s 
enemy to death.”

St. Jerome, who produced the first major 
translation of the Bible from Greek into the 
common Latin of this time, the Vulgate, 
faced similar problems, Dr. Nida said. “The 
result was a translation which was strongly 
denounced by the traditionalists of that time 
but which eventually became the generally 
accepted text of the Scriptures for over 
1,000 years.”

“Words are suitcases into which the com
ponents of meaning are packed,” Dr. Nida 
said. “It is not so important that specific 
articles of clothing are always packed in 
the same suitcases. What counts is that the 
clothes are transported with the least amount 
of wrinkling and damage.

“So it is with a verbal message. What 
counts is that the components of mean
ing are transported by those verbal suit
cases which can carry them most 
adequately.”

However, there are times when an at
tempt to communicate the essential idea 
would destroy an historical fact and then, 
Dr. Nida said, the translators “are com
pelled to preserve the historical context of 
the Scriptures.”

A case in point, he explained, is the trans
lation of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jeru
salem when the people pulled down palm 
branches and placed them in His path.

In West Africa such an act “is the way 
one insults a chief or king,” he said. There
fore it is necessary to explain the custom 
in a footnote, so that the message is pre
served historically and at the same time the 
reader can understand its real meaning. 
(RNS)

Senators Ask for Food Stamp 
Reforms To Benefit Disabled

WASHINGTON — Elderly shut-ins who 
are unable to prepare meals for themselves 
because they are too sick or do not have 
kitchen facilities would be the beneficiaries 
of a major provision proposed in Congress 
to reform the food stamp program.

The measure would make it possible for 
churches and other non-profit organizations 
to accept food stamps in exchange for meals 
prepared for the elderly disabled and served 
in their homes or in a “common dining 
room.”

The amendment to the Food Stamp Act 
is sponsored in the Senate by a bipartisan 
group of 16 members, led by Sen. Hugh 
Scott (R., Pa.). In the House of Representa
tives a similar proposal has been introduced 
by Rep. Joseph M. McDade, also a Re
publican from Pennsylvania.

When he introduced the bill, Sen. Scott 
said the provision would eliminate one of 
the inequities of the present food stamp 
program which denies stamps to persons 
without cooking facilities in their own homes 
who are otherwise eligible.

Scott praised the work of some churches 
and denominational groups for the “Meals 
on Wheels” program developed in some 
metropolitan areas to provide well-balanced, 
nutritious meals to the elderly poor in their 
homes. (BP)
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EDITORIAL_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Some Thoughts On The Future 
Of Southern Baptist Work

(First Part of a Two-Part Editorial)
Occasionally an editor wishes to write upon subjects 

some consider sacrosanct; thus, naturally, laying himself 
open to criticism. Especially would this be true when one 
has not been in the office of editor for a long period of 
time. This fact would, however, be mitigated by more 
than 12 years in denominational service.

Personally there are many things which I could wish 
for Baptists. These mentioned are not the only ones; but 
they have been on the editor’s heart, and in his mind, for 
a long time.

Again, they may or may not be valid assumptions, but 
this editor has the impression there are many Tennessee 
and Southern Baptists who just might feel the same way. 
Expressions of sentiment, pro and con, are solicited. This 
editor has never considered himself to have the last word 
on anything. Future editorials may include elaboration of 
some of the ideas mentioned briefly.

1—In the light of recent convention annual sessions— 
size-wise—perhaps Baptists could well afford to consider 
the possibility of one large general convention every three 
or four years, with smaller conventions on some type of 
representation basis each year between the larger sessions. 
It is to be recognized there are problems which may be 
insurmountable. But if we are not going to consider care
fully some possible alternates to an ever-worsening situa
tion, then let us quit complaining about the size and 
discomforts occasioned by the large conventions. The old 
“Triennial Convention” did have some merit. And, the 
Baptist World Alliance finds that a general convention 
every five years works well.

2—I believe the time has come for Southern Baptists 
to give major attention to new techniques and to new 
emphases in the area of evangelism. Basically we still are 
following the strategy of 20 years ago, which, in another 
day, was very effective. Today there is room for fresh 
thinking in this vital area. At the state level, we have be
come too prone to segment evangelism into an established 
department; ignoring the vital and inseparable relation
ship between evangelism and everything else we do.

If evangelistic concern doesn’t permeate every phase of 
our activity, then we have already missed the boat.

3—A well coordinated public information and public 
relations program for all agencies and institutions of the 
Southern Baptist Convention is long overdue. The Quest 
fiasco is the latest prime example. Granted that every 
agency and institution has definite and specific ideas to 
advance; if we are all one family, it wouldn’t hurt to ad
vance these ideas and programs in some type of united 
fashion. In this editor’s opinion, we are dangerously close 
to injuring the effectiveness of The Cooperative Program 
by the mounting series of special interest efforts on the 

part of agencies and institutions, both of the state and 
Southern Baptist Conventions. This is no time for in
fighting. This is not the area—religious work—for in
fighting. This has no place in religious organizations. And, 
whether we want to admit it or not, we often find our
selves competing with ourselves because of high-powered 
public relations programs.

4—The time has come for the several state conventions 
to recognize the necessity of evangelizing our own states, 
as state organizations, consistent in planning with the 
needs for the particular state. Particularly is this true of 
the older, more established states in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

What is good for one state, just might not be good for 
another state. We must never diminish the stature and 
function of the district association or the state conven
tion. Nor can we afford to diminish the autonomy of the 
state convention in operating its own work. It doesn’t 
make a whole lot of sense, to this editor, for money from 
the local church to go to the state convention office, to 
the office of the Southern Baptist Convention treasurer, 
then back to a mission agency, and then back to the state 
convention as an allocation for doing prescribed work in 
the state which gave the money in the first place. As in 
algebra, a straight line still is the shortest distance between 
two points. Administrative costs increase every time 
money is stopped to be received and remitted.

(Conclusion Next Week)

IF AMERICA IS TO BE SAVED
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Gov. Reagan Signs Anti-Smut Bill; 
Poll Shows Stronger Laws Wanted

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—Two bills de
signed to make it more difficult to sell por
nographic material to children in California 
were signed into law here by Gov. Ronald 
Reagan.

One set up a separate standard for deter
mining what is obscene for persons under 
18 years of age. The other involves a “pan
dering” concept under which the advertising 
methods used can be legally used to deter
mine obscenity.

Signing of the bills came on the same day 
that U.S. newspapers published a Gallup

New Orleans SBC Record 
Registration Hits 16,678

NASHVILLE—It’s official: the number 
of registered messengers (delegates) to the 
Southern Baptist Convention in New Or
leans broke all previous records, according 
to SBC Registration Secretary W. Fred 
Kendall here who released the official 
figures.

The final, official count of the registra
tion cards set the total at 16,678. The 
previous record was 16,053, recorded at 
the 1965 convention in Dallas.

Each messenger registration card was 
microfilmed and counted here by the His
torical Commission of the convention, 

Poll indicating that Americans favor stricter 
laws against pornography covering news
stand material.

Indicated in the survey, however, was a 
majority willingness to have sex dealt with 
in frank and objective manners, including 
sex education in schools, including discus
sion of birth control.

Eighty-five of every 100 adults polled said 
they supported stricter laws governing ob
scene literature sent through the mail. (RNS)

Dr. Mark Harris Dies;
Was Memphis Pastor

Dr. Mark Hinds Harris of Collierville, re
tired pastor of Speedway Terrace Baptist 
church, Memphis, died June 17 after a 
long illness. He was 71.

Dr. Harris served as pastor of Speedway 
Terrace Baptist church for 29 years before 
retiring in 1963. Since retiring he had 
served as interim pastor at 12 Baptist 
churches in the Memphis area. He also did 
mission work in Oregon.

In addition to serving as president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Dr. Harris 
also served as moderator of Shelby County 
association, was a member of the Executive 
Committee, Tennessee Baptist Convention; 
member of Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes; and trustee of Baptist Memorial 
hospital, Memphis.

Alabama Board Adopts 
Record 1970 Budget

MONTGOMERY, Ala.—The Alabama 
Baptist State Executive Board adopted here 
a record $5,270,000 state-Baptist budget for 
1970, and set other mission gift goals total
ling nearly $7 million.

The $5.2 million Cooperative Program 
budget for the state convention is an in
crease of $200,000 over the 1969 budget.

The goal for Southern Baptist Conven
tion world mission causes was set at $1,844,- 
500, an increase of $70,000 over the pre
vious year.

In addition, the convention set designated 
offering goals for Alabama causes at $1,- 
590,000, an increase of $80,000, bringing 
the 1970 grand total financial goal for Ala
bama Baptists to $6,860,000.

In other actions, the board approved ad
dition of two Baptist student workers to 
work with college campuses in the Mobile, 
Ala., area and the Huntsville area; recom
mended that the convention give $4000 to 
assist the Alabama Council on Alcohol 
Problems, and recommended construction 
of an 84-person capacity hotel at Shocco 
Springs Baptist Assembly, Talladega, Ala., 
plus other improvements at the assembly.

The board was told that an offering 
among Alabama Baptist churches had 
brought in more than $17,000 for Nigerian- 
Biafran relief, in addition to a $10,000 al
location to help the starving people of 
Nigeria and Biafra allocated earlier by the 
Baptist state convention.

which keeps the official records in its ar
chives, and tabulates the cards for the regis
tration secretary.

A state-by-state breakdown tabulated by 
the commission disclosed that the largest 
number attending the convention, 1804, 
came from Texas, which has the largest 
population of Baptists in the nation.

Second in attendance was Louisiana, the 
host state, with 1680 registered messengers.

Nearby states Alabama and Mississippi 
almost tied for third, with only two mes
sengers more coming from Alabama. Ala
bama had 1424 registered messengers to 
Mississippi’s 1422.

Other states, listed in ranking order, and 
the number of messengers from each, were 
reported as follows:

North Carolina, 1368; Georgia, 1323; 
Tennessee, 1231; South Carolina, 1116; 
Georgia, 766; Kentucky, 761; Virginia and 
West Virginia, 700; Missouri, 642; Okla
homa, 530; and Arkansas, 447;

Illinois, 244; Maryland Convention (in
cludes New England and New York areas), 
200; California, 193; Ohio, 186; Kansas, 
99; Indiana, 96; New Mexico, 85; Colorado, 
70; Michigan, 66; District of Columbia, 59; 
Arizona, 58; Oregon-Washington, 38; 
Northern Plains Convention (Montana, 
Wyoming, North and South Dakota), 24; 
and Hawaii, 18.

Puerto Rico, 8; Panama Canal Zone, 6; 
Alaska, 2; and Venezuela, 1. (BP)

Center Reopens with Aid of Police Group

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.—Vandals who broke into the Good Neighbor Baptist 
Center here may have opened the door to an enlarged ministry of the center, with 
the help of an organization of policemen called the Guardians.

The center, without a director, had been closed for three months, when it was 
discovered that windows were broken, Bibles and materials were piled on the floor 
and covered with ketchup, and that a typewriter, lawnmower, recreation equip
ment and a television set had been stolen.

One of the two officers sent by the Indianapolis police department to investigate 
the crime was public relations director for the Guardians, a group of 85 police
men, mostly blacks, who use their off-duty time to aid worthy community projects.

The Guardians decided that Good Neighbor Baptist Center would be their first 
project. The group was organized only last January.

Five Guardians went to work as carpenters, repairing doors and windows. 
Working by their side were laymen from local Southern Baptist churches, who 
painted the center.

With the arrival of a summer missionary couple from Virginia, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Moore, the center is reopening to provide a place of recreation and Christian 
instruction on the north edge of downtown Indianapolis.

The Guardians plan to clear off the vacant lot adjacent to the center for basket
ball, horseshoes, and other recreational activities. Classes in arts and crafts will 
begin soon, along with a modified Vacation Bible School program.

“This center has the potential of becoming the hub of the whole area, as far as 
social work, recreation and church ministry is concerned,” said Officer Willie 
Larkin.

Larkin, who is the Guardian PR director who investigated vandalism at the 
center earlier, said it is the first time that a police group in the country had un
dertaken such a project, to his knowledge. (BP)
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Foreign Mission Board Appoints 45;
Missionary Staff Now Stands at 2502

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board pushed the number of its overseas 
staff to 2502 and broke a 22-year record on 
June 26 with the appointment of 27 career 
missionaries and the employment of 17 
missionary associates and a special project 
nurse.

The 45 men and women are the largest 
number put under assignment by the Board 
in a single meeting since April, 1947, when 
56 missionaries were appointed. However, 
total appointments that year came to only 
76. The June appointments bring the total 
for the first half of 1969 to 96. Seven re
appointments have also been made this year, 
five of them during the June meeting.

In addition, the Board has 69 young col
lege graduates in training at Virginia Inter
ment college, Bristol, for two years of 
service overseas as missionary journeymen.

In this report to the Board, Dr. Baker J. 
Cauthen, executive secretary, noted that 
work is already under way on the 1970 
budget. To maintain a sustained advance, 
he said, an increase of more than $2,000,000 
is necessary each year. (The budget for this 
year is $32,109,119.) A major share of the 
annual increase goes to maintain new mis
sionaries appointed during the previous 
year.

As the number of missionaries increases, 
Dr. Cauthen pointed out, the percentage of 
total overseas funds available for capital 
expenditures (such as buildings) is decreas
ing. “In earlier years we used approximately 
one-third of our funds for capital expenses,” 
he said. “The portion dropped to 22 per cent 
in 1968, and probably will drop to about 
20 per cent of the overseas funds in 1970.”

Final receipts, amounting to $495,676.62, 
from the 1968 Lottie Moon Christmas Of
fering were allocated during the Board 
meeting. Included was $100,000 for special 
projects in evangelism and church develop
ment, much of which will finance wide-scale 
evangelistic campaigns being planned for 
Africa and Asia in 1970.

New Missionaries
The new career missionaries, their native 

states, and fields of service are Albert L. 
Bray, of California, and Ina Venable Bray, 
of Oklahoma, appointed for Colombia; 
James L. Burnham, of Georgia, and Mary 
Anne Coffey Burnham, of Tennessee, for 
Spain; Jim C. Dillard, of Arkansas, and 
Janet David Dillard, of Kentucky, for Ni
geria; Darrel E. Garner, of Oklahoma, and 
Judy Brown Garner, of Arkansas, for 
Malawi.

Also, John H. Gayle, of Washington, 
D.C., and Sharon Walker Gayle, of South 
Dakota, for Indonesia; L. Byron Harbin, 
of Alabama, and Dora Dunkley Harbin, of 
Mississippi, for Hong Kong; S. Eugene 
Huckaby and Janice Adams Huckaby, both 
of Georgia, for Chile; Kenneth B. Milam, 

of Indiana, and Judith Morehead Milam, 
of Illinois, for Indonesia; G. Keith Parker, 
of North Carolina, and Jonlyn Truesdail 
Parker, of Virginia, for Switzerland.

Also, Donald L. Smith and Ruth Ann 
Posey Smith, both of Oklahoma, for East 
Africa; Wayne E. Sorrells and Virgie Kirby 
Sorrells, both of North Carolina, for north
ern Brazil; Mary S. Swedenburg, of Ala
bama, for East Asia; Jack Womack and 
Nancy Neighbors Womack, both of Ala
bama, for Uruguay; and James E. Young 
and Guinevere Jenkins Young, both of 
Mississippi, for Pakistan.

New missionary associates include Charles 
G. Campbell and Eleanore Ayers Campbell, 
both of Tennessee, for Thailand.

The five reappointed missionaries are 
Miss Marjorie Jones, currently director of 
Girls’ Auxiliary for Woman’s Missionary 
Union, Birmingham, Ala.; Rev. and Mrs. 
Wyatt M. Parker, of Bloomington, Ind., 
where he is pastor of University Baptist 
church; and Rev. and Mrs. William T. 
Roberson, of Rutherfordton, N.C., where 
he is pastor of Southern Baptist church.

Miss Jones, who received her first ap
pointment in October, 1955, was director 
of Woman’s Missionary Union of Ghana 
before she resigned in June, 1964. She was 
reappointed to equatorial Brazil, where she 
will work with women and youth.

Mr. and Mrs. Parker, first appointed in 
June, 1958, did edueqtional evangelism in 
the state of Maranhao, in equatorial Brazil, 
following language study and until their re
turn to the States prior to resignation in 
September, 1965. Their new assignment will 
be in a music ministry at a Baptist school 
in Fortaleza, also in equatorial Brazil. Mr. 
Parker was assistant pastor at Tabernacle 
Baptist church, Richmond, from 1952 to 
1955.

First appointed in October, 1959, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roberson will return to Vietnam 
where they served until their resignation in

'Baptist Courier' Issues 100th Anniversary Paper
GREENVILLE, S.C.—The Baptist Courier, official publication of the South 

Carolina Baptist Convention, observed its 100th anniversary with a 36-page 
Centennial Issue.

The weekly Baptist state paper was established in 1869, being published for 
51 years as a privately-owned Baptist paper, and for the last 49 years as an agency 
of the state convention with a separate board of trustees.

With the centennial issue, Editor John Roberts began his fifth year as the 
eighth editor of the paper.

In an editorial commenting on the paper’s history, Roberts wrote that “the 
Courier’s second century can eclipse its first if it maintains its policy of objective 
reporting significant news while using the editorial page to lead, chide, provoke, 
and stimulate to thought and response as it speaks the truth in love.”

The paper has a circulation of 97,000.

Raft Baptism Climaxes 
100 Per Cent Response

In the middle of a cleared field at a 
resettlement village near Camranh, South 
Vietnam, a bright orange, 30-man raft 
served as a baptismal pool for 103 new be
lievers in Jesus Christ.

As the converts’ names were called, 
they entered the raft two by two and, be
cause of the shallowness of the water, sat 
down to be immersed. Two Vietnamese 
pastors from nearby churches performed 
the ordinance.

Following the baptismal service, the peo
ple took tables, chairs, and food into a long 
shed (where families are herded on their 
arrival at a government resettlement village, 
before they have land and house available) 
and had a meal together. Then they elected 
a steering committee for the new congrega
tion.

The-unusual scene, result of an amazing 
100 per cent response to an evangelistic 
service, was described by Dr. R. Keith 
Parks, secretary for Southeast Asia for the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, in 
his report to the Board at its June meeting.

The Camranh experience, together with 
the fact that more than 100 professions of 
faith have been made in Saigon churches in 
one month, leads missionaries in Vietnam to 
believe a spiritual breakthrough is in the 
making, Dr. Parks said. “They continue to 
urge prayer and reinforcements as they seek 
to establish beachheads of spiritual forces,” 
he said. “The feeling is strong that, as local 
leadership is trained and the war diminishes, 
opportunities will increase.”

December, 1967.
The Board invited .Mrs. W. Dewey 

Moore, who retired August 1, last year, 
when Dr. Moore reached retirement age, to 
resume active missionary service in Italy, 
effective July 1. Dr. Moore died November 
5.
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Seminary Prof Wins Top Award 
In SBC Theme Sermon Contest

NASHVILLE—A Baptist seminary pro
fessor has won top honors in a sermon 
contest to encourage preaching on the South
ern Baptist Convention’s 1969-70 theme, 
“Living the Spirit of Christ in Belief and 
Relevance.”

The top award went to J. Winston Pearce, 
professor of preaching at Golden Gate Bap
tist Theological seminary, Mill Valley, Calif.

Second place went to Robert J. Hastings, 
editor of the Illinois Baptist, Carbondale, 
Ill., and third place was awarded to Mrs. 
Joe (Edna) Hawkins of Marietta, Ga., nurs
ery director of First Baptist church of Mar
ietta, Ga., and writer for several SBC 
publications.

The project was sponsored by the 70 On
ward Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Inter-Agency Council in an effort “to en
courage thoughtful people to search out and 
communicate the significant implications of 
the SBC theme, “Living the Spirit of Christ 
in Belief and Relevance.”

All of the sermons used the convention 
theme as the subject for the messages.

In addition to the three top winners, 
which earned cash awards of $150, $100, 
and $50 each, five sermons were selected 
by a panel of judges for “honorable men
tion.” The five honorable mention winners 
received $25 each.

Education

Congressman Sees Church Schools
In Time of "Special Testing"

RIVERSIDE, Calif.—A California con
gressman has called upon the nation’s 
church-related schools to teach “respect, re
sponsibility, restraint and religion” in order 
to counteract the “rant, riot and ruin” that 
are being advocated elsewhere.

Congressman Jerry L. Pettis, a member 
of President Nixon’s 21-man task force 
studying campus unrest, addressed 400 ad
ministrators and teachers from Seventh-day 
Adventist high schools meeting on the cam
pus of Loma Linda university.

“Educators everywhere,” claimed Mr. 
Pettis, “agree that the 1970s will either es
tablish or destroy traditional concepts of 
American education.

“I am convinced that the ’70s will be a 
time of special testing for church-related 
schools. I believe, that in spite of all the 
trials and problems, they may now be enter
ing their finest hour, for the intrinsic worth 
of their distinctive systems will be seen.”

“When the curriculums of many schools 
are thought to be irrelevant,” he said, 
“church schools can demonstrate the value

Thursday, July 10, 1969

Those receiving honorable mention were 
William N. McElrath, Baptist missionary to 
Indonesia on furlough in Raleigh, N.C.; 
Jerry M. Windsor, pastor of Midway Baptist 
church, Thomasville, Ala.; William J. Furr, 
pastor of Chadbourn Baptist church, Chad
bourn, N.C.; T. O. Spicer, Jr., pastor of 
Webster Park Baptist church, Springfield, 
Mo., and Paul D. Brewer, professor at 
Carson-Newman college, Jefferson City, 
Tenn.

There were a total of 99 entries submitted 
in the competition. About a half-dozen each 
came from women and from laymen.

The judges for the contest included a 
denominational editor, a pastor, a preaching 
professor at a Baptist seminary, and a 
housewife.

One of the persons who entered the con
test wrote saying that he wanted to preach 
his sermon to the Southern Baptist Conven
tion if he won, instead of receiving the prize 
money. He was not one of the winners, 
however.

Written sermons submitted in the compe
tition were 1500 to 2000 words each. Foy 
Valentine, executive secretary of the SBC 
Christian Life Commission, Nashville, was 
chairman of the 70 Onward committee 
which sponsored the competition. (BP) 

of relating ethics to learning . . .
“While school administrations are crum

bling, parochial schools can show the 
strength and courage that come from au
thentic spiritual motivation . . .”

In the face of a “damaging, society- 
destroying generation gap” and “race rivalry 
and violence,” he continued, church schools 
have the opportunity to demonstrate “what 
Christian students, teachers and parents can 
accomplish while working together” and can 
“prove the relevance and validity of the 
Christian concept of the brotherhood of all 
men.”

But to meet the challenge of the day, Pet
tis said, the church schools “must be less 
rigid and more innovative.”

“Innovate,” he said, “don’t imitate!”
Neal C. Wilson of Washington, D.C., 

vice-president of the Adventists’ General 
Conference, criticized those educational in
stitutions “erected to the aspirations of man 
but lacking a concern for enduring values.” 
They are, he said, “only caricatures without 
character.” (RNS)

From Other Papers

Criswell and His Critics

We have been amused in recent weeks by 
some of the criticisms which have been 
leveled at W. A. Criswell, popular pastor 
of First church, Dallas, and president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Some of the 
young preachers and professors have been 
saying that Criswell is too old-fashioned and 
that unless he uses the historical-critical 
method of Bible study young people will be 
alienated from the denomination. That is 
quite a laugh.

Before they were even born Criswell was 
preaching from the Greek New Testament 
in the pulpit—as he still does—and before 
they ever entered the door of a seminary or 
university he was adept in the use of the 
historical-critical method of Bible study.

When Criswell was a student at Southern 
seminary in Louisville, Ky. he read practi
cally every book in the New Testament sec
tion of the seminary library, which was his 
major field of study for the doctor of phi
losophy degree. He was what is known as 
a “brilliant student.” His own vast library 
in his home in Dallas is one of the largest 
personal libraries in the world and he uses 
it diligently.

In the summer of 1956 I heard him 
preach for a week at Glorieta Assembly in 
New Mexico. My heart was deeply moved 
that week as he expounded the Word of 
God. Many times before and since I have 
heard him preach and always I have been 
stirred and blessed.

A few days ago I was leafing through 
some old papers and ran across the bulletin 
from his church for the first week in Sep
tember of that year of 1956. Here is what 
he had written in the pastor’s column: “By 
the grace of God and with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, I have sought to get ready for 
this coming great preaching ministry during 
my vacation. I have studied long and hard, 
gathering the material for these sermons, 
pouring over the Hebrew Scriptures, pouring 
over the Greek Scriptures, buried in lexi
cons and biblical' encyclopaedias, searching 
through a mountain of books, gathering the 
truth from the error, the grain from the 
chaff, the wheat from the tares, God’s true 
revelation from the sophistries of men. 
With your prayers and sustaining interest, 
I humbly hope the messages the pastor 
brings to his people this fall and winter will 
have in them the very breath of God.”

That kind of Bible study and preaching 
does not alienate people, either young or 
old. God blesses it and uses it.

What alienates young people is for pro
fessors to tell them that the Bible is made 
up of myths and legends, that it is full of 
errors and mistakes, that it is not really the 
infallible Word of God.

Jack L. Gritz
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger
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State Training Union Department personnel and winners in the recent state 
Speakers’ Tournament and Sword Drill held at First church, Nashville, are, 
left to right: Miss Mary Anderson, director of Young People’s Work; Timothy 
George, Brainerd church, Hamilton County association, representing the South
eastern region, winner of the Speakers’ Tournament; Charles L. Norton, secre
tary, Training Union Department; Becky Wheeler, Broadway church, Mary
ville, Chilhowee association, representing the Eastern region, winner of the 
Sword Drill; and Miss Mary Allen, director of Intermediate Work. Seven 
others participated in both the Speakers’ Tournament and Sword Drill.

State Sword Drill and Speakers’ 
Tournament Held in Nashville

By David Keel

Miss Becky Wheeler, a member of Broad
way church, Maryville, Chilhowee associa
tion, representing Tennessee’s eastern region, 
and Timothy George, a member of Brainerd 
church, Chattanooga, Hamilton County as
sociation, southeastern region, are the win
ners in the state Sword Drill and Speakers’ 
Tournament, respectively, held July 1 at 
First church, Nashville.

Sixteen young people participated in the 
two events, sponsored by the Training Un
ion Department, Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, Charles L. Norton, secretary. All eight 
regions in Tennessee were represented in the 
state events, culminations of participation 
beginning in the local church, then the as
sociation, and region.

George and Mark Howard, a member of 
Highland Heights church, Memphis, Shelby 
County association, representing the south
western region, and alternate to Miss Wheel
er, will represent Tennessee at Ridgecrest 
this summer in similar events.

Others participating in the events, their 
church, association, and region they repre
sent are:

Sword Drill: Carol Wise, Emmanuel 
church, Gibson, northwestern; Jack Webb, 
First church, Lewisburg, New Duck River, 
south central; Becky Becker, Belmont 
Heights church, Nashville, central; Annette 
Hearn, Round Lick church, Wilson, north 
central; Virginia Shadrick, Ridgedale 
church, Chattanooga, Hamilton County, 

southeastern; and Toni Rucker, First 
church, Morristown, Nolachucky, northeast
ern.

Speakers’ Tournament: Linda Blumberg, 
Highland Heights church, Memphis, Shelby 
County, southwestern; Debbie Canter, Sec
ond church, Union City, Beulah, northwest
ern; Pamela Limbaugh, Estill Springs 
church, Duck River, south central; Becky 
Griffith, Judson Memorial church, Nash
ville, central; Sharon McBroom, First 
church, Murfreesboro, Concord, north cen
tral; Melinda Reece, Immanuel church, 
Elizabethton, Watauga, northeastern; and 
Rick Griz, Meridian church, Knoxville, 
Knox County, eastern.

Welsh Named Utah-Idaho
Acting Executive Head

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah—Darwin E. 
Welsh, associate executive secretary of the 
Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist Convention 
here for the past four and one half years, 
has been named acting executive secretary
treasurer of the convention pending election 
and installation of a permanent secretary
treasurer.

The post was vacated by the resignation 
of Charles H. Ashcraft who becomes execu
tive secretary of the Arkansas Baptist Con
vention effective Sept. 1.

A native of Texas, Welsh is a graduate

Tennessee News Briefs
First church, Woodbury, has called E. 

Donald Bowick as pastor. A graduate of 
Carson-Newman college, Jefferson City and 
New Orleans Baptist Theological seminary, 
he has served as pastor of Frawley church, 
Chattanooga, at one time a mission of 
Brainerd church. He comes to Woodbury 
from Gilmer Street Baptist church, Carters
ville, Ga., where he served as pastor for 
more than three years.

Immanuel church, Knoxville, has called 
David W. Elliot as summer youth director.

Litz Manor church, Holston association, 
has called Michael L. Allen, a student at 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, Lou
isville, Ky., as summer youth director. J. C. 
Chapman is pastor.

Donna Combs, a graduate of Carson- 
Newman college, Jefferson City, will serve 
Calvary church, Bristol this summer as di
rector of Christian education and youth. 
Dewey Kerr is pastor.

Second church, Jonesboro, has ordained 
James Deakins into the gospel ministry.

Calvary church, Erwin, Howard Sweet, 
pastor, has called Gary Rice, a senior at 
Belmont college, Nashville, as summer min
ister of music and youth. The church has 
also ordained Carlos Peterson into the gos
pel ministry . . . who has been called as 
pastor of Penderlee Baptist church, North 
Carolina, and plans to enter Southeastern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Wake For
est, N. C.

Gayland Heights church, Knoxville, has 
called Herbert Vandergrift, pastor of Zion 
Chapel church, Chilhowee association, for 
six and one half years, as pastor.

Centenary church, Chilhowee association, 
has purchased air-conditioning equipment 
for present facilities. Alexander Nisbett is 
pastor.

Big Springs Baptist church, Elliston, Va., 
has called Bill Pearson, pastor, Friendsville 
church, Chilhowee association, to serve as 
pastor.

Rev. Andrew Carter Hutson, retired Bap
tist minister who had served 53 years in 
East Tennessee and Southeast Kentucky, 
died June 14. He was 89.

Bob Jones, Lebanon, father of Rev. Earl 
A. Jones, pastor of Calvary Baptist church, 
Chattanooga, died June 30.

of Howard Payne college, Brownwood, Tex., 
and attended Southwestern Baptist The
ological seminary, Fort Worth. With Utah- 
Idaho Baptists, he has been missions, 
stewardship, Brotherhood and Royal Am
bassador secretary in addition to his work as 
business manager and associate executive 
secretary. (BP)
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Laymen Hear Plea For Action 
In Evangelism, Social Concern

The Baptist Men’s Congress on Evangel
ism and Lay Involvement was held at War 
Memorial auditorium, Nashville, July 3-5. 
The meeting was sponsored by the Baptist 
World Alliance and the Pan American 
Union of Baptist Men, Owen Cooper, indus
trialist from Yazoo City, Miss., president.

Tax Board Upholds 
Assessments Agency

The Metropolitan Nashville Board of 
Tax Equalization has upheld the decision 
of the Metropolitan legal department not 
to continue tax exemptions for six Nash
ville-based religious-affiliated publishing 
houses and denominational offices, including 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Almost immediately, officials of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board announced that 
they should appeal the ruling to the state
wide Board of Equalization.

The Sunday School Board contested new 
assessments of $4,644,900 on its real estate 
and $1,216,200 in new merchants’ ad valo
rem taxes, claiming they are unjustified be
cause the publishing agency is exempt under 
Tennessee law.

The law excludes from taxation proper
ties of “any religious, charitable, scientific 
or educational institution” occupied exclu
sively for carrying out the charter purposes 
of the institution.

In "Spirit, Letter" of Law
Sunday School Board officials did not con

test assessments of $1,707,400 on properties 
which have been on the tax rolls in the past 
and which are not presently being used 
directly for the board’s religious and educa
tional purposes.

Included in the ruling along with the 
Sunday School Board were properties 
of the Mlethodist Publishing House, 
the Board of Evangelism of the United 
Methodist Church, Southern Publishing 
Association of the Seventh Day Ad
ventist Church, the National Baptist 
Sunday School Publishing Board, and 
the publishing house of the National 
Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc.

15,652 MILES, 35 CONCERTS
ATLANTA—The singing Sons of Jubal 

have returned from a tour of South Amer
ica, traveling 15,652 miles and singing 35 
concerts in 23 days in Brazil, Chile, Ar
gentina, and Peru.

Theaters, gymnasiums, and other public 
halls were the sites for most of the singing 
by the Georgia Baptist men’s chorus. Mis
sionaries planned the meetings to draw 
audiences who would be hesitant to attend 
Baptist churches.

Paul McCommon, choir director, who is 
secretary of church music for the Georgia

Tennessee’s Governor Buford Ellington 
brought greetings to the men, saying, 
“Thank goodness we have churches that 
recognize that the only crusade to help our 
people must be born in the hearts and minds 
of people who believe in God.”

Other program participants included: 
Chester E. Dixon, of Chicago, president of 
laymen of Progressive National Baptist Con
vention; Dr. Joseph H. Jackson of Chicago, 
president of the National Baptist Conven
tion, U.S.A., Inc.; Rev. Kelly Miller Smith, 
pastor, First Baptist church, Capitol Hill; 
O. K. Armstrong, a former Missouri legis
lator, who with his wife, co-authored the 
book, The Indomitable Baptists; Rev. Roy 
Lyon, Southern Baptist missionary to Vene
zuela; Lambert C. Mims, the mayor of Mo
bile, Ala., challenged the group to “Raise 
up Jesus, not Baptists.”

Dr. Porter Routh, executive secretary
treasurer, executive committee of the South
ern Baptist Convention, Nashville, urged the 
laymen to “Light a candle and shovel mud 
. . . sometimes we get to thinking God is an 
American or a Baptist and at that time it’s 
good to hear someone pray in another lan
guage.”

Rev. William Lawson, Houston, Tex., a 
pastor in the National Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., Inc., and a graduate of Tennessee 
State university, Nashville, said, “The church 
has been doing a pretty good job in Chris
tian ethics and education, and in some other 
areas, but it’s done a pretty poor job in 
bringing people to Christ.”

Dr. Robert Hingson, a medical professor, 
declared, “One-third of the world is phy
sically sick unto death.” He was a part of 
“Operation Brother”, a movement that saved 
an estimated 50,000 Latin American babies 
from death from lockjaw, tuberculosis, 
typhoid and diphtheria through inoculations. 
Hingson urged the laymen to go out into 
the poverty-stricken areas of the world, in
cluding this country, with a bottle and spoon 
of medicine. He said it costs two cents a 
dose to save 50,000 children from disease 
and every American purchased 5000 bul
lets in Vietnam last year.

ON SINGERS' TOUR
Baptist Convention said business and gov
ernment leaders were impressed by the 
Georgians who sang of Jesus Christ in Span
ish, Portuguese, and English. That most of 
these men held master’s degrees and were 
devoting their full time to the church music 
ministry also had an impact, he added.

Evio DeOliveira, a Brazilian native and 
a member of the group, was emcee for the 
concerts. DeOliveira, minister of music and 
education at Eastside Baptist church, Mari
etta, speaks Spanish and his native Portu
guese. (BP)

Laymen attending the meeting came from 
all over the United States and represented a 
variety of Baptist denominations. Owen 
Cooper began the planning for the meeting 
in Mexico during a meeting to plan some 
of the details for the Crusade of the Amer
icas. This is the first meeting held in the 
United States for men of all Baptist groups, 
which number some 20,000,000 members.

Administrative Aide
Honored At Luncheon

Gene Kerr, administrative assistant to 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer Dr. W. Fred 
Kendall of the Executive Board, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, was honored on his 15th 
anniversary with the board by fellow em
ployees and friends at a surprise luncheon 
in Nashville, July 1.

Kerr was presented a solid gold tieclip 
by Charles Roselle who served as master of 
ceremonies. Roselle is former student secre
tary with the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
now secretary, student department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board. A white silk tie—“tie 
of friendship”—which had been auto
graphed by the employees and friends was 
also given Kerr.

A desk and chair were given Kerr by 
Dr. Kendall on behalf of the Executive 
Board.

the Wife Saver

For the busy homemaker who dashes in 
from church each Sunday, hat leaning 
precariously, Bible and purse in hand, 
to answer the inevitable question, 
"Mother, what’s for dinner today?” Mrs. 
Prokop gives 39 suggested menus and 
includes the easy-to-prepare recipe for 
each dish listed. The recipes serve aver
age-sized families (4 to 6 people) and 
have been "kitchen tested, husband di
gested, son analyzed, and neighborhood 
criticized.” $1.50

Order this New
BROADMAN PRESS title 

from your Baptist Book Store
1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn. 

706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.
24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn. 
724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.
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Is your church 
as well 
protected as 
your home?

probably not!

Check your church insurance —is 
your church protected against these 
losses?

LOSSES TO:
• Newly Acquired Property
• Property Off-Premises
• Valuable Papers & Records 

(on and off premises)
• Personal Property of 

Clergy and Members

MEDICAL PAYMENTS TO:
• Volunteer Maintenance Workers 
• Sports Activity Participants
• Campers

Most churches need protection 
against all the above losses (and many 
more)—but, they do NOT have pro
tection. Why not?

In most cases they don't have the 
protection simply because they haven't 
been told it is available. Here is the 
information they need!

Preferred Risk Mutual now offers 
MULTI-PERIL Church Insurance which 
is similar to the "Homeowners" policy 
for your home. It has the many pro
tections of several separate policies— 
all in one policy—but it eliminates 
the duplicate costs' and the confusion 
of separate policies. Compared to sep
arate policies, IT WILL SAVE MONEY. 
FOR YOUR CHURCH.

Preferred Risk MULTI-PERIL Church 
Insurance is completely flexible—can 
be tailored to fit the needs of your 
church exactly. One policy—at eco
nomical rates—now available in most 
states. Write for information — no 
obligation.

AUTO / HOME / CHURCH / LIFE
6000 Grand Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 50304

From A Church Bulletin

From Our Youth Director
Our youth today are searching for them

selves more than ever before. This search 
for “Who Am I,” “Where Am I Going,” 
“What Is My Purpose,” and “How Am I 
To Do It,” takes many roads. Some youth 
today try to find themselves by turning to 
drugs such as L.S.D. Others turn to drink
ing, pot, sex, or perverted ideologies such as 
the Students for a Democratic Society.

Albert Camus said: “Here is what fright
ens me. To see the sense of this life dissi
pated. To see our reason for existence 
disappear. That is what is intolerable. Man 
cannot live without meaning.” For many 
youth today, especially those on our college 
campuses, their reason for existence has dis
appeared. In this fast-paced world where 
the knowledge of man has more than dou
bled in the past two decades, youth have 
lost themselves.

What is the answer for our youth? Pascal 
said: “Apart from Jesus Christ we know not 
what our life is, nor our death, nor God, 
nor ourselves.” If a young person today will 
focus his life on Jesus Christ, and if he will 
do God’s will for his life, he can find a real 
meaning for himself in our 20th century 
world of today.

It is part of each church’s mission to reach 
young people for Jesus. The Church can 
provide a place of study, fellowship, and rec
reation which can leave lasting values upon 
the lives of our youth. Let us resolve that 
our Church will do its part in helping our 
youth find meaning for their lives by guiding 
them to Jesus Christ. -,

David Elliott
Immanuel Baptist, Knoxville

Children's Homes
WEED KILLER
By James Gregg

All of the children in our Homes have 
chores to perform daily. The older ones 
have rotated work assignments. This is part 
of their growing up experiences—their dis
cipline. Sometimes, as is true with all chil
dren, they don’t like their job. Some time 
ago one of our new boys was assigned to 
help chop the corn. It was hot and the work 
was hard. This boy said to the farmer, 
“Haven’t you Baptists ever heard of weed 
killer?” The wise farmer said, “We sure 
have, son, you have one in your hands, it’s 
called a hoe. Get to work.”

I looked over one of our fine corn fields 
last week which had been planted, fertilized 
and treated with liquid weed killer, all in 
one operation. There was not a weed or a 
blade of grass in sight. We really took the 
lad’s suggestion seriously. However, there 
is still plenty of work for lazy, growing boys 
to do on the campus.

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists, for your 
prayers and support which makes a home 
possible for needy boys and girls.

Nine Tennesseans Graduate
From Southern Seminary

Doyle

Ries

Garrison

Nine students receiving degrees during 
recent commencement exercises at Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., are from Tennessee.

Ancil Roscoe Baird, Jr., Myron Wallace 
Weaver, both of Knoxville, Doyle Eugene 
Oliver, of Kingsport, and James Edward 
Harris, of Nashville (photo not available) 
received the master of religious educa
tion degree. Julia Marie Ries, of Memphis, 
received the graduate specialist in religious 
education.

G. William Bugg, Memphis, and Elizabeth 
Royce Acuff Bridges, Maryville, received 
the master of church music degree.

The master of divinity degree went to 
Donnis Lee Doyle, of Parsons, and Donald 
Ray Garrison, of Rutherford.
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Training Union

Adventures in Christian Living and Learning
By Mrs. Jesse Meek

Something new and wonderful has been 
prepared for those working with mentally 
retarded. It is curriculum material which 
will be available from all Baptist Book 
Stores Aug. 1.

These curriculum units are designed pur
posed for use in a wide range of settings— 
church school classes of local congregations, 
in institutions for the mentally retarded, in 
sheltered workshops of fellowship groups 
for retarded youth, at home by parents with 
a retarded child, as resources for the reli
gious aspect of church operated day schools 
for the retarded.

These materials are:
A Teacher’s Guide which provides helps 

in understanding and working with moder
ately retarded (trainable) boys and girls of 
that chronological age level. Unit resources 
include explication of Christian learnings, 
suggestions for classroom procedure and 
teaching methods, description of a wide 
variety of learning experiences, Bible stories, 
songs, games and craft activities.

The Pupil’s Books provide stories, illus
trations, and other materials for class use 
that have been planned to fit the limits of 
mental ability, the reality of the chronologi
cal age, the needs of social development, 
and the capacity for religious growth.

A Set of 16 Pictures is available for each 
age level, 12 color and four black and 
white pictures. These have been provided 
to coordinate with Set A—Ages (6-10), Set 
B—Ages (11-15), and Set C—Ages (16-21).

Recordings for each age group have been 
produced with music for class use.

The Teacher and Pupil materials contain 
a year’s study of four units in each set. Units 
for each age group may be purchased sepa
rately. Teacher’s Guide, $2.50; Pupils 
Books, $1.25; Teaching Pictures, $3.75, and 
Phonograph Record, $2.49.

The Introductory Kit by Cooperative Ma
terials for the Trainable Mentally Retarded

Christian Travel
EUROPE two weeks $499 air & land
SO. AMERICA two weeks $698 air & 

land
JAPAN two weeks $799 air & land 

tour leaders on all groups 
write

Christian Travel Alliance
235 Peachtree St. Suite 1018 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

sells for $29.00, and amounts to a 10% 
savings. The kit includes one each of three 
Teacher’s Guides, one each of three sets of 
Pupil’s Materials, one each of three Teach
ing Picture Sets, one each of three sets of 
Phonograph Records, and one copy of 
placebook: “Adventures in Christian Living 
and Learning.”

Great time anytime... but greatest in a group.
The colorful history that was written under the six flags that have 
flown over Georgia comes vibrantly alive at Six Flags. Your church, 
youth, or club group will thrill to this great panorama of the South, 
with its scores of unique rides, live shows, adventures and attractions. 
Whatever you like best—that’s what Six Flags is—and it’s all yours, 
all day, for a one-price ticket. Group rates apply.

Please send me group discount information. There are 25 or more in my group.

NAME-_____________  ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________ _______________________________________________________________

CITY.______ __ ______________________STATE_______________________ ZIP________________

NAME OF GROUP____________________________________________________________________

Whatever you like best* that’s

Mail Coupon To: PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT, SIX| 
FLAGS OVER GEORGIA, P.O. Box 43187, Atlanta, Georgia 303361

W. MARVIN WATSON NAMED 
TO HARDIN-SIMMONS BOARD

ABILENE, Tex.—W. Marvin Watson, 
former Postmaster General of the United 
States and now president and chief admin
istrative officer with the Occidental Inter
national Corp., has been named to the 
Hardin-Simmons University board of devel
opment.

Watson, 44, relinquished his government 
post, January 20. An active Baptist deacon, 
Watson holds bachelor’s and master’s de
grees from Baylor University, Waco, Tex., 
and was an instructor in Baylor’s economics 
department during the early 1950s. (BP)
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Editorials See SBC As Too Big, Conservative, Anti-Establishment
By the Baptist Press

Editorials in two dozen Baptist state 
papers interpreted the Southern Baptist Con
vention in New Orleans recently in almost 
two-dozen different ways, but nearly a 
dozen each saw the convention as too big 
attendance-wise, strongly conservative, and 
as a slap against “the establishment.”

“It was a convention, at least in part, of 
liberals vs. conservatives, and you can define 
the terms any way you like,” observed 
Editor John Hurt of the Baptist Standard 
of Texas, largest of the 29 Baptist state 
papers.

Almost all of the editorials said that the 
conservatives came out on top at the New 
Orleans convention.

A dozen editorials said that the con
vention has become too big for its own 
good, and a half-dozen papers argued 
in favor of some changes in order to 
overcome the problems of 17,000 regis
tered messengers jamming into an audi
torium that seats only 12,250, and 
the problems of maintaining democratic 
process with such crowds.
Not quite a dozen state papers editorial

ized about the vote of the convention calling 
“unsuitable” the name of “Quest” as the new 
name for the Sunday night Training Union 
program, and a half-dozen saw the conven
tion’s action as criticism of “the establish
ment.”

“It was not hard to detect an ‘anti-estab
lishment’ feeling, or least a feeling of dis
trust of the establishment,” wrote Editor 
Terry Young of the California Southern 
Baptist.

_ B SPIRES
•Unit-Molded 

Fiberglass
• Accessories

Box 672 Dept. J5, Muscatine, Iowa

HIGH SCHOOL YEARS-
yeonA...........................

demand meaningful preparation for lifetime attainment. Students at Harri
son-Chilhowee benefit doubly from a rich academic environment made even 
more valuable by stress on ethical, personal growth.
Coed. Grades 8-12. Fully accredited. High college acceptance rate.

Small classes, personal interest. 
Qualified faculty and staff. 

Excellent facilities.

For catalog write: Mr. Charles C. Lemons, President

Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy
Seymour, Tennessee 37865

An editorial in the Biblical Recorder of 
North Carolina by Marse Grant put it 
more bluntly. He called it “rebellion against 
The Establishment—in this case, Nashville, 
and more particularly the Sunday School 
Board.” The North Carolina editor said 
that lack of confidence in agency and insti
tution trustees in the SBC is distressing.

Editorials in Alabama, Mississippi, 
Colorado and Oklahoma state papers 
saw the convention as a grass-roots 
demonstration of the fact that the peo
ple want a stronger voice in convention 
affairs.
“Some of them had come to New Orleans 

pretty well determined to crack somebody 
over the head if they got a chance—the 
‘liberals’, the students, the establishment— 
or whomever they could whack,” observed 
Editor Jack Gritz in the Oklahoma Baptist 
Messenger.

Open for Criticism
Editor James O. Duncan of the Capital 

Baptist in Washington, D.C., predicted that 
“this convention may well mark the begin
ning of some severe attacks on the boards 
and agencies (of the SBC). What was once 
holy and sacred now is open for criticism.”

Some of the editorials cited as an example 
of “anti-establishment” action the conven
tion’s action repudiating “Quest” as the 
new name for Training Union. A half-dozen 
or more editorials sajd that perhaps the 
major reason the name was rejected was 
because of the “secrecy” surrounding adop
tion of the name last year, and a decision by 
the Sunday School Board not to announce 
the new name until the New Orleans con
vention.

“Baptists don’t like secrets, particularly 
when it involves them, and whatever impact 
hoped for with the announcement of the 
name at the convention has been completely 
lost,” observed the Maryland Baptist in an 
editorial by Gene Puckett.

Only one editor indicated that he liked 
the name, saying it symbolized the new 
life and spirit Baptists are seeking on Sun
day nights. Editor Bob Hastings of the 
Illinois Baptist said that the “Quest fiasco” 
says that Baptists dislike secrecy, and that 
they are slow to change, at least with names.

Some anti-establishment feeling and 
a desire for more voice in convention 
control was also shown in the unap
proved motion to ask Baptist publica
tion writers and seminary professors to 
sign a statement on doctrinal beliefs, 
and the adopted substitute motion to 
request trustees of the convention to see 
that their work is done in keeping with 
the 1963 doctrinal statement on “Bap
tist Faith and Message,” according to 
several other editorials.
The Maryland Baptist said editorially that 

the convention was right in rejecting the first 
motion and accepting the substitute, calling 
the move to get writers to sign doctrinal 
statements “an obvious effort of the so-called 
fundamentalists, more accurately the ultra
fundamentalists, to check the supposed 
liberal influence in Southern Baptist life.”

The Mississippi Baptist Record, in an edi
torial by Joe T. Odle, interpreted the vote 
in favor of the substitute vigorously urging 
trustees to see that programs are consistent 
with the 1963 statement as “more of a man
date” to the SBC agencies than was the 
“Statement Concerning the Crisis in Our 
Nation” adopted by the SBC last year.

At least nine editorials in the state papers 
mentioned that the convention was domi
nated by conservatives, even though several 
pointed out that liberals were more vocal 
at the New Orleans convention than ever 
before.

All "Defeated"

“The conservative stance of the conven
tion was clearly evidenced in that the liberal 
elements present did not win approval of a 
single one of the causes they were espousing, 
such as support of conscientious objectors, 
offering better sex education materials, tak
ing away SBC membership from churches 
with racial discrimination policies, or a less 
rigid stance against the black manifesto 
demands,” said the Mississippi Baptist Rec
ord. “All of these were soundly defeated.” 

The Texas Baptist Standard said it was a 
“polarized convention” and the Maryland 
Baptist observed that the presence of a 
group of students called Baptist Students 
Concerned and another group called the 
E. Y. Mullins Fellowship was what polarized 
things.

“Efforts of the E. Y. Mullins Fellowship 
all but fizzled,” said the Maryland editorial. 
“They made their presence known, and that 
was their intent, but they made no headway 
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in their program of moving the convention 
toward a more liberal position.”

Strong criticism of the students and 
Mullins Fellowship “liberals” came 
from the Oklahoma “Baptist Mes
senger”, which said “their personal ego
tism is enormous and their religious 
snobbery at times is downright dis
gusting.” Editor Gritz suggested that 
the SBC would be better off if they left 
the convention and joined other de
nominations where they would be more 
at home.
The Capital Baptist, however, said edi

torially that the Baptist students made a 
contribution to the convention. “They had 
thought through many issues and several 
of their proposed resolutions came out in 
the report of the resolutions committee and 
were adopted.”

The Baptist New Mexican, edited by 
Eugene Whitlow, countered that the stu
dent group “is little more than a youth 
mouthpiece” for the Mullins Fellowship and 
that it “does not indicate a fair sampling 
of Baptist college youth as a whole.”

Editor James Lester of the Tennessee 
Baptist and Reflector said editorially that 
the student and Mullins groups received an 
undue amount of press coverage for infor
mal, unofficial groups.

The Baptist Standard of Texas said the 
two groups “had less influence than a South
ern Baptist evangelist at the Vatican.”

Nearly a half-dozen editorials expressed 
gratitude that Black Militant Leader James 
Forman did not show up to confront the 
SBC with demands for reparations, and 
several expressed approval of a resolution 
adopted by the SBC calling such demands 
“outrageous” and rejecting them “in total.”

More than any other subject, the 
editorials commented on the record at
tendance at the convention, and the in
adequacy of facilities in New Orleans 
and most other cities in the nation to 
host the convention. Several also criti
cized “outlandish” and “exorbitant” 
prices of hotel rooms and meals at the 
convention.
Editorials in Kentucky, Arkansas and 

New Mexico statepapers offered suggestions 
to the SBC Executive Committee which was 
asked to study the problem.

“It’s only a myth—the SBC under the 
present plan cannot be deliberative,” said 
Editor C. R. Daley of the Kentucky Western 
Recorder. “There is simply no way 15,000 
or more Baptists in one gathering can de
bate issues or do business in an orderly 
fashion.”

Several Alternatives

The Kentucky paper offered several alter
natives, including: (1) reducing the number 
of messengers from each church, (2) regional 
conventions in four or more areas with 
a national convention every year or every 
two years, (3) meeting in May rather than 
in June, (4) separating the convention from 
all auxiliary meetings, (5) holding the con

vention in cities far from the center of the 
SBC population, and (6) changing the meth
od of representation at the convention.

The Baptist New Mexican favored a plan 
whereby the various state conventions would 
be assigned a maximum number of mes
sengers, with each state convention naming 
its own messengers from among its consti
tutions.

Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine Editor 
Erwin McDonald suggested six regional con
ventions, with each regional convention 
electing its own officers and its representa
tives to the SBC executive committee and 
various SBC agencies.

The Executive Committee could be en
larged to two or three hundred members and 
changed with conducting the business of 
the convention, the Arkansas editorial pro
posed.

More than a half-dozen editorials had 
high praise for Convention President 
W. A. Criswell, and most said his re
election was a strong indication of con
servative trend in the 1969 convention. 
Criswell won by a vote of 7482 to 450 
over “liberal” candidate William Smith 
of Richmond. (BP)
Several other papers editorially praised 

the balance between social action and evan
gelism in both Criswell’s address and 
throughout the convention. “Tension over 
the relation of evangelism and Christian 
social responsibility appears to be lessen
ing,” said the California Southern Baptist.

Several papers pointed out inconsistencies 
in the convention actions. The California 
Southern Baptist said the SBC refused to 
adopt recommendations deploring extremism 
of the left and right, but nevertheless adopt
ed a resolution denouncing the extreme 
demands of Forman and the Black Mani
festo.

The Indiana Baptist pointed out that the 
SBC refused to reaffirm a 1940 statement 
on conscientious objectors, but then passed 
without debate a resolution saying Baptists 
should oppose war, calling the Vietnam war 
“a tragic conflict.” (BP)

Missionary to Deaf

Rev. Jarvis M. Hearn 
assumed the position of 
missionary to the deaf for 
Tennessee July 1. Rev. 
and Mrs. Hearn will live 
at 205 Ford Valley Road, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
37920, but he will serve 
throughout the state as 
full-time missionary tc 
the deaf under the direc
tion of Leslie R. Baum
gartner, secretary of the 
State Missions Depart

ment in cooperation with the Home Mission 
sin-Minnesota field to Tennessee.

He transferred from the Illinois-Wiscon
sin-Minnesota field to Tennessee.

Wanted: Director of Education and 
Music combination. Major emphasis 
on Education. Growing suburban 
church in Richmond, Virginia. 
Please write in care of Baptist 
And Reflector, 1812 Belmont Blvd., 
Nashville, Tenn. 37203, giving 
qualifications, experience and fam- 
ily.

Tennessee Baptists..
Dear Friend:

Would you give us your date 

of birth so we can furnish 

you with the facts about a 
NEW HEALTH PROGRAM 

that will cover most pre-exist

ing conditions for all age 

groups, at a very low cost.
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Sunday School Lesson for July 13, 1969—by W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

The Disciple’s Character
Basic Passage: Matthew 5:1-12
Focal Passage: Matthew 5:1-12

The disciple’s character is very vital be
cause he will represent or misrepresent his 
Lord and Master.

A disciple is a learner. Therefore he 
must be teachable. An individual who is 
puffed up with a high opinion of his learn
ing and knowledge will not make a good 
disciple.

Close to the idea of teachableness is the 
idea of humility. The humble person is not 
only openminded but he is willing to do the 
lowly task or occupy the inconspicuous posi
tion in the church or the kingdom. He is 
not sensitive about recognition or an over
sight.

The disciple needs fortitude. He will be 
tested and tried. He will have to face hard
ships and often will have to experience un
pleasant ordeals.

He will need to possess spiritual buoyancy 
or “the joy of the Lord.” Else he will be 
easily discouraged and sorely depressed.

His faith must envision the invisible, 
grasp the reality of the unseen and antici
pate the compensations of true discipleship.

BLESSED PASTURE
Matthew 5:1-5

The multitude crowded after and about 
Jesus to see Him perform redemptive mir
acles and hear Him teach redemptive truth. 
Therefore He selected an advantageous set
ting for His task of teaching. He climbed 
up the mountainside for a propitious posi
tion.

That man is blessed, delightfully for
tunate, who is deeply conscious that he is 
poverty stricken spiritually. He is aware of 
the fact that he is woefully in need of the 
benefits of the riches of God’s grace.

People who care profoundly about their 
spiritual status and that of others are in 
line for some rewarding surprises. They are 
deeply grieved about themselves and oth
ers; comforting consequently will come to 
their anguish of soul.

The gentle, the lowly, and the unassum
ing, but deeply concerned, will repossess 
and conquer the earth. There may be many 
reversals and defeats but might will end up 
on the side of right. The meek will have 
the esteem, respect, and gratitude of the 
choice people of all ages. The meek are a 
people of strength who are highly self
disciplined for a worthy objective.

BLESSED PURSUITS
Matthew 5:9-12

We are to follow after peace and pursue 
it. God’s people are not to be troublemakers 

but peacemakers. There is a big difference. 
The pursuit of reconciliation and sweet 
unity is a divine pursuit. Each Christian is 
to live peaceably with all men so far as his 
attitudes are concerned.

All of us should learn how to throw oil 
on troubled waters. All of us should be 
peacemakers, but some should make it our 
primary business.

This does not mean to sacrifice principle 
in order to achieve an armistice. Most dif
ferences have little foundation in fact or 
principle. Too often we confuse personal
ities with principles. Unnecessary irritations 
often magnify molehills into mountains. 
When the spirit is wrong everything gets 
worse. We may sacrifice personal feeling 
without sacrifice of principle in most in
stances.

It is a blessed privilege to suffer for a 
good cause. It is most fortunate to have the 
privilege of suffering for Jesus Christ.

A high and persistent devotion to Christ 
will inevitably encounter much static. Some
times when decency, enlightenment and the 
spirit of freedom are in the saddle, the static 
is much less. However this world does not 
want its sense of guilt aroused or its wrongs 
exposed either by word, spirit, or example.

When we are the victims of our stand 
for God and righteousness, we should not 
be humiliated or depressed. We should be 
supremely glad. It is an unconscious tribute 
to our discipleship. It puts us into good 
company—the best of the ages. The proph
ets and our blessed Lord extend us the right 
hand of cordial fellowship. The pursuit of 
discipleship on the highest level at whatever 
the cost is the call of the hour to us all.

Woman Minister, a Pilot, 
Barred as CAP Chaplain

GREENFIELD, Mass.—A woman min
ister who is also a qualified pilot is fighting 
a regulation of the Civil Air Patrol which 
bans women from its chaplaincy corps.

The Rev. Phyllis Ingram, associate pastor 
of the Second Congregation church, claims 
that her rejection as a chaplain—by the local 
squadron and the CAP National Chaplain 
Executive Committee—is discriminatory.

She has protested to church leaders, gov
ernment officials and the Chief of Chaplains 
of U.S. Air Force, but without success.

“After all,” she argues, “women now serve 
in all branches of the service—nurses in 
front-line duty. It is not consistent with the 
present policies to reject a woman chaplain.” 
(RNS)

Journal Raps Plea
To End Tax Exemption

BALTIMORE—The decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to consider the constitution
ality of tax exemption on church property 
“may go to the heart of church-state sepa
ration,” an editorial in The Catholic Review, 
archdiocesan newsweekly, said here.

“Tax exemption is a practical and con
stitutional way to emphasize that the physi
cal and legal strength of government will 
not be applied in a negative way to the 
churches,” the newspaper declared.

It noted that taxes are not just a meth
od by which government raises needed 
revenue.

Thus the editorial said, the “taxes on 
whiskey are quite different from the taxes 
on medicine. Taxes on the high salaried are 
scaled proportionately higher than taxes on 
the poor.”

While admitting that the tax exemptions 
claimed by some religious organizations for 
commercial operations are wrong and should 
be ended, the editorial said, the tax exemp
tions granted to church buildings and char
itable and educational operations should be 
continued.

“Houses of worship, hospitals open to the 
public, educational institutions including 
seminaries and other church-related institu
tions must continue to serve the general 
interest in the traditional manner.” (RNS)

Letter:
Dr. James A. Lester, Editor,
Baptist and Reflector,
18i2 Belmont Boulevard,
Nashville, Tennessee 37212

During the week of June 23-27 I attended, and 
spoke at, the Tennessee Baptist Preachers’ School 
at Belmont College. Three seminaries were repre
sented on the faculty. Dr. Bill Sherman, pastor, 
Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville, also taught 
and preached.

Belmont College provided good accommodations 
for mid-Tennessee pastors attending. I understand 
that the registration was around seventy-five.

Such schools, in my opinion, serve many good 
purposes. First, they involve pastors in a formal 
setting of learning. To most pastors this is a stimu
lating experience. Second, they serve many pastors 
who have not had the opportunity to engage in 
religious study in college or seminary. Third, they 
bring together pastors of all types and put them 
together in a living situation where they come to 
know, respect, and trust each other.

As I observed during the week, I thought: I wish 
that more urban and theologically trained pastors 
would attend. Their presence, I believe, would con
tribute to the greater success of these schools. 
More importantly, their presence would help to 
deepen fellowship among pastors. And this would 
benefit both the Tennessee and Southern Baptist 
conventions.

Cordially,
Hugh Wamble, Church History,
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Kansas City, Missouri

PINE LODGE CABINS
State Road #9—4 Miles from Ridgecrest, 1118 
Montreat Road, Black Mt., N.C. Phone: Office 
669-8811, Home 669-6809. New owners, Willard & 
Peggy Cates. Large rustic but modern cabins for 
family or groups.
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From, the
Executive Secretary

By W. Fred Kendall

Many excellent reports have already been 
made on the Southern Baptist Convention 
at New Orleans. Much that occurred was 

Kendall

tion in order to

reported by the secular 
press. I would not at
tempt to adequately ap
praise the Convention in 
this brief space, but I 
would like to give some 
of my impressions. A few 
weeks ago I told you that 
I attended my first Con
vention there in 1937. I 
wanted to make some 
comparisons but it will 
take more time to evalu
ate the present conven- 
make valid comparisons.

One big difference was the registration. That 
convention registered 4500 and this one 
more than 16,000.

Many of our Southern Baptist Editors 
have given their reactions and some inter
pretations of the Convention. The news 
reports of the secular press often reflect the 
interpretations of the writer. Interviews are 
most often held with the very liberal or the 
unusual rather than the true middle of the 
road Southern Baptists. There was the larg
est press representation this year that we 
have ever had. The New Orleans daily 
papers did a very fine job in reporting all 
of the news. It is very difficult to picture in 
words what happened in a convention. One 
needs to have been there to get the benefit 
of the background and the discussions of 
issues.

This Convention was different. I pointed 
out earlier that Conventions reflect the 
times. This one certainly did. There was 
evidence of deep concern about the great 
spiritual and social problems of our time. 
The rumor that Forman and his group 
would appear at the Convention certainly 
affected the spirit. This fear persisted until 
the very last afternoon. This led to some 
of the spirit of rebellion because the mes
sengers seemed to be overwhelmingly op
posed to his ridiculous claims.

The votes of the Convention reflected a 
more conservative trend than the last two or 
three conventions. Pastors are frustrated in 
the falling off of attendance in the evening. 
Some felt that there is too much planning 
for the long range years too far ahead in a 
dream world and not enough for the prob
lems facing us in the immediate present.

The Southern Baptist Convention faces 
several big problems. One is that of bigness. 
The large number of registered messengers 
has become one of its biggest problems. Too 
much is also crowded into the many pre
convention meetings. The longest business 
session was Friday morning and messengers

On Matters of

oCiv'mg
By Dr. B. David Edens, 
Director, Marriage and 
Family Program 
Stephens College 
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Glue-Sniffing Produces 
Chromosome, Liver Damage
A kid doesn’t have to be on LSD to ex

pose himself to chromosome damage, a 
Canadian research team, headed by psychia
trist Andrew Malcolm, warned. A study of 
30 youngsters between the ages of 12 and 
15, all of whom sniffed glue, nail polish 
remover or other solvents, showed chromo
some breaks or rearrangements in 6% of 
the users.

The studies, which included liver analyses 
as well as chromosome analyses, also re
vealed that 17 of the 30 youngsters had 
already sustained some liver damage, al
though most of the youths were not heavily 
addicted to sniffing.

Drs. Malcolm and Thomas G. Ryley and 
colleagues at Wellesley hospital who con
ducted the analyses, stress that it is not 
known whether the chromosome damage 
will have any genetic effects. A recent sur
vey by the Addiction Research Foundation 
showed, however, that 5.7% of Toronto’s 
6447 high schoolers had sniffed solvents at 
least once during a 6-month study period, so 
the outcome of sniffing is far from an aca
demic question.

had been there for five days. No wonder 
tempers were frayed!

There are some growing theological dif
ferences among Southern Baptists which 
were reflected. The statement issued by a 
group of professors which criticized the 
Sunday School Board for its manner of 
advertising a book written by Dr. W. A. 
Criswell with the title, “Why I Preach That 
the Bible Is Literally True”, evidently pro
duced some of the reactions which brought 
out strong emphasis on the Bible as the 
truly inspired word of God. One man pre
sented a motion which would have required 
writers of literature and professors who 
teach the Bible in our schools to sign a 
strong statement of their faith. This was 
rejected and a substitute motion was passed 
which would call attention to all Boards 
involved to the Statement of Faith which 
was adopted in 1963 at Kansas City.

We regret that there were some who were 
rude and showed the lack of the spirit of a 
true Christian gentleman. We must learn 
how to disagree gracefully and in a true 
Christian manner. We need more adequate 
communication by which the messengers

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Thirty-four churches in the Ten

nessee Baptist Convention have met 
their apportionment for Baptist And 
Reflector during the recent subscrip
tion campaign. This is to say that 
these 34 churches have at least one 
out of every four families as subscrib
ers.

20 YEARS AGO
Union university, Jackson, is setting 

up a curriculum which will prepare 
students for the work of educational 
directors, music directors, and church 
secretaries.

First church, Maryville, held open 
house recently for a new four-story 
brick educational annex, built at a 
cost of $103,336.93. The church also 
completely redecorated the interior of 
the sanctuary at a cost of $2560.06. 
New equipment purchased amounted 
to $5825.48.

10 YEARS AGO
Buck Morton, pastor, Pleasant 

Grove church, Big Hatchie associa
tion, lost his library when the church 
burned. State Board staffers have 
contributed approximately 50 books 
to him.

Chilhowee association now has 35 
pastoriums for their 69 churches and 
three missions. Sixteen of these were 
built during missionary Clyde Cobb’s 
eight years of service. He now serves 
in Beulah association.

will be more thoroughly informed before 
they come to the Convention. We need to 
come with a deep spirit of dedication and 
prayer for the Holy Spirit’s leadership.

Many profitable lessons were learned 
from this Convention. It was not a great 
Convention. It did not reflect the great 
spiritual atmosphere that should have come 
out of the Crusade revivals if they had truly 
been real revivals. Begin now to pray for 
our Convention through the year and for 
its leadership. Pray for the entering into 
the new decade. Pray that when we go to 
Denver in 1970 we shall see a greater spir
itual meeting.
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Cordially yours,

AHKUITT BOAKD
-------------- OF THE-----------------

Southern Baptist Convention
R ALTON REED, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

511 NORTH AKARD BUILDING

DALLAS, TEXAS 75201
IAYNARD F. FOX, DIRECTOR

July 10, 1969

Mr. Average Baptist:
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Or:
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Inflation hurts! You know that. It makes it hard to pay bills, and where 
does one find extra cash to invest for retirement? For most laymen, 
Social Security and company pension plans offer some relief.

Inflation has hit your pastor too, probably harder. Many of them are 
living on less every year than the average American family. Of course 
many preachers have a home furnished, but that can be a problem. After 
retirement, he'll have to find another place to live and that costs money.

Inflation has led many of your sister churches to examine their pastors' 
retirement situation and then pay for their protection in the Southern 
Baptist Protection Program. Together, with. Social Security, the 
Protection Program will offset the soaring cost of living and lighten the 
pastor's financial burden at retirement.

As a church leader, take a realistic look at how your pastor's retirement 
program is being eroded by inflation.

The Southern Baptist Protection Program offers benefits not only for 
retirement, but also for disability and family. Participation in the 
Protection Program relieves' your church of the financial obligation should 
the pastor die, become disabled, or retire. Anticipation of financial 
responsibilities is both good business practice and Christlike concern.

As a concerned leader, why not discuss the need with your pastor and 
other church leaders. Then, recommend the Southern Baptist Protection 
Program to your church for action.

Bayifard F. Fox

■MMI


