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Newly-elected officers of Tennessee Baptist Convention, left to right: Dr. 
Jerry L. Glisson, pastor, Leawood church, Memphis, president; Anderson Mc
Culley, pastor, First church, Sweetwater, second vice president; and O. C. 
Nugent, Nashville, first vice president.



Devotional

A Burden We Must Bear
By O. Wyndell Jones, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Trenton

In Rom. 10:1 Paul expresses his genuine 
concern for his fellow-countrymen. His 
soul was heavy for the condition of the 

Jewish mind. The ma
jority of the Jews were 
so indoctrinated in the 
teachings of Judaism that 
they would not believe 
the Messiah had come.

Our Lord expressed 
this type of a burden 
when He wept over 
Jerusalem. We need to 
catch the spirit of this 
concern for our fellow-

Jones man today.
The attitude of so 

many in this generation is that what others 
do is none of my business, but if we follow 
the concern of Christ, we cannot be of this 
mind. Paul relates in Phil. 2:5 “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus.”

The pattern of thinking today is non
involvement. This is not the teachings of our 
Lord. He was very involved in man’s need. 
He spoke of the issues of the day.

Amos in the Old Testament, was involved
and spoke out against the injustice of his 
day. The greatest injustice he saw was the
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rejection of God in the mind of the masses. 
His message was because Israel had rejected 
God, judgment was coming.

Christians need to be involved in this day 
as much as our Lord was when He walked 
upon the earth in the flesh.

This involvement does not include at
tempts to overthrow the government nor to 
disrupt our institutions of higher learning. 
This involvement Paul talks about is of a 
higher and more noble nature. Our burden 
should be for the destiny of man. Man’s 
nature will permit him to lose sight of the 
higher things in life. Paul wanted his people 
to gain sight of the best in life and his bur
den was tremendous for their spiritual wel
fare.

Our burden should call us to see the needs 
of mankind in our day. Man’s greatest need 
is God. Matt. 6:33 tells us that when we 
seek the righteousness of the Kingdom, then 
the necessities of life will come.

Solomon’s prayer was for wisdom to be a 
good leader, and God granted him both 
wisdom and wealth. Too many are seeking 
wealth and hoping that wisdom will be a 
by-product. v X

When the day comes that we are more 
concerned about the spiritual welfare of 
man, then will God give us a new dimen
sion of revival.

What is your burden? Are you so bur
dened with debts and mortgages that you 
fail to see the condition of your children 
and friends? The day is far spent, now is 
the time to become burdened because peo
ple are out of God’s will for their lives.

Religious Liberty 
Statute Applauded

MADRID — The Spanish government’s 
authorization of the recent Barcelona Con
gress of Spanish Protestant Churches was 
“a tribute to the totally changed climate 
since passage of the religious liberty law 
three years ago,” Baptist minister Gregorio 
Cardona said here.

The Protestant Congress—the first since 
General Franco came to power—had as its 
general theme, Mr. Cardona said, “our 
common vocation to the service of Spain.”

Delegates examined critically the struc
tures of the various Protestant Churches “in 
the context of service and witness to the 
Spanish community,” he explained. (RNS)

Christ, A Landmark or a Coal?
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
he hath both the Father and the Son.”— 
II John 9.

Is Christ merely a landmark beyond 
which one may go in his search after truth? 
Or is Christ the goal toward whom all truth 
directs? Many so-called progressive think
ers hold to the former position. These say 
that the teachings of Christ were fine for 
past ages, but that they have little or noth
ing to say to this age. Such insist that we 
are living in the “post-Christian age”, that 
life has moved beyond Christ and His teach
ings. It is of such that John speaks in this 
verse.

“Whosoever transgresseth” reads literally, 
“every one going ahead”. It means one who 
is going before or the progressive one. It 
may be used in the good or bad sense. Here 
it is used in the latter, those who propose 
to go beyond the teachings of Christ. “Doc
trine,” used twice, means “teaching”. 
Not teaching about Christ but the teaching 
done by Christ, the entire body of His 
teaching.

Such progressive (?) thinkers do not abide 
or remain in the teachings of Christ but 
claim to go beyond them to greater truth. 
John spoke of the Gnostics. One group of 
them denied the humanity of Christ; the 
other denied the diety of Jesus. The effect 
of these positions was to reduce Jesus Christ 
to a non-entity in the affairs of men. They 
claimed to possess superior knowledge above 
that of ordinary men, an intellectual aris
tocracy.

What did John say about them? He said 
that they “hath not God”. They deny God 
Himself and His revelation through Jesus 
Christ. In short, they were not Christians, 
yea, they were/are idolaters who worshipped 
their own intellects. This is the worst idol
atry of all.

Only those who remain in the teachings of 
Christ have “both the Father and the Son” 
or are truly Christian. There is nothing 
wrong with progressive thinking so long as 
it takes place “in [in the sphere of] the 
doctrine [teaching] of Christ.” He is not 
simply a past landmark on the road in pur
suit of truth. He is the goal toward which 
all truth points. For He is Truth (John 
14:6).
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(One of a Series)

Monologue or Dialogue
By T. B. Maston

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Many problems arise in the area of 
human relations because of a failure of 
people to communicate with one another. 
A major factor contributing to this failure is 
the inability or the refusal of some people to 
enter into dialogue.

The latter is one reason for many con
flicts that arise between parents and chil
dren, teachers and pupils, employers and 
employees, pastors and people. Also, the 
clashes between those of different cultures 
and colors stem to a considerable degree 
from a failure to carry on real dialogue. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., in his famous Let
ter from the Birmingham Jail said: “Too 
long has our beloved Southland been 
bogged down in a tragic effort to live in 
monologue rather than dialogue.”

The failure to participate in dialogue is 
primarily but not exclusively the respon
sibility of the individual or group with the 
advantage of age, prestige, or power. There 
is always the possibility of a two-way mono
logue. Two people or even two groups may

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

My wife wanted to attend the recent 
state convention ministers’ wives din
ner and asked if I had seen any pub
licity concerning the meeting.

I said I had not, but alas!—she 
found the story under the heading, 
“Angels to Gather”.

It was a risky and foolhardy thing 
to say, but I told her that somehow I 
had not associated that “angelic” head
line with the ministers’ wives.

But seriously, if the preacher’s wife 
is not an “angel”, she comes pretty 
close. For most churches expect the 
preacher’s wife to be busier and yet 
remain sweeter than anyone else. She 
must always stay in the game and 
pitch—even going “extra innings” if 
necessary.

In the literal sense, the lady of the 
pastorium may not be an angel, but it 
must be agreed that a good preacher’s 
wife can brighten many a dark corner 
and bring a little bit of heaven down 
to earth.

seemingly but not really be speaking to 
one another.

As the younger or less powerful individ
ual or group matures there will be more 
necessity for dialogue. At least, there will 
be insistence on an answer to the questions 
that are asked. Parents of teenage children 
become acutely aware of this insistence. 
But the same thing is true of other indi
viduals and groups. For example, the Negro 
or the black man in recent years has in
sisted as never before on real dialogue.

The demand by the teenager, the college 
student, the employee, the Negro for dia
logue may sound at times like a monologue. 
If it does, one possible reason is the refusal 
of the parent, the teacher, the administrator, 
the white man to enter into dialogue. The 
more the latter refuses to hear, the louder 
the former will speak.

Many people prefer monologue to dia
logue because the latter is much more diffi- 
cu.t. Dialogue means that one’s position may 
be challenged. It is usually much easier to 
state a position than to defend it. Some feel 
threatened when they are asked to defend 
their position. When this happens usually 
their reaction will be emotional rather than 
intelligent.

Also, to carry on effective dialogue one 
must be able to listen attentively and to 
analyze objectively the position of the other 
person or group. This is hard to do. We 
need to know, however, that effective com
munication depends as much on ability to 
listen as on ability to speak clearly and con
cisely.

Many problems in our churches and in 
our denomination stem to a considerable 
degree from the fact that we tend to speak 
in monologue rather than dialogue. This is 
not only true of the preacher in the pulpit 
but also of the teacher in the classroom and 
of the denominational leader. There is not 
enough opportunity for people generally to 
ask questions, to have a chance to talk back, 
or to state an opposing viewpoint. Un
fortunately, too many of us in church-re
lated vocations are not competent in the use 
of dialogue.

Dialogue is particularly important in a 
democracy. There is no real democracy 
without it. Also, the maturing of people in 
a democracy will be determined, to a con
siderable degree, by their participation 
through dialogue in the life and work of the 
democracy.

Bois Notes for the '161 1' Bible 
Recovered, Published in U.S.

NASHVILLE—The only set of notes, lost 
for decades, made by a translator of the 
1611 King James Bible has been published 
here.

Dr. Ward Allen, a professor of English 
at Auburn university, Ala., located the notes 
of the Rev. John Bois at Oxford university, 
England, several years ago. After painstak
ing deciphering, they have been published, 
along with a short biography of the 17th 
Century clergyman, by the Vanderbilt Uni
versity Press. Dr. Allen is editor.

The volume is entitled “Translating for 
King James: Notes Made by a Translator 
of King James's Bible.”

Bois was Anglican rector of Boxworth 
and a chief lecturer in Greek at St. John’s 
college, Cambridge. He was among the 
scholars recruited to work on the English 
translation of the Bible authorized by King 
James I in the early 1600s.

The Bois notes cover the years 1610-1611 
and are the only record kept by a member 
of a committee reviewing the version of 
the Scripture. The slim sheaf of 39 manu
script pages passed into the hands of a 
collector who left them to Corpus Christi 
college, Oxford, where they were misplaced.

Relocated by Dr. Allen, they now are 
kept in England’s Bodleian Library.

The notes provide first-hand knowledge 
of the work of a committee assigned the 
task of preparing the final text of the King 
James Bible after the translation was done 
by scholars, including Bois.

Explanations of why certain English 
phrases and words were used to translate 
Greek and Latin terms are given.

Accompanying the notes in the Allen
edited book is a biography of Bois by An
thony Walker, a contemporary of the trans
lator.

Dr. Allen, the editor, is a specialist in 
study of the Bible from a literary point of 
view. Before going to Auburn, he taught at 
Mississippi State college for Women and 
at Vanderbilt. (RNS)

Tucker Leaves Index 
For Further Study

ATLANTA—Bert O. Tucker, associate 
editor of the Christian Index, has resigned 
to enter Syracuse university, effective Dec. 
31, for study in religious journalism.

Tucker has been on the Index staff since 
May of 1967. He came to Georgia from 
the Public Relations staff of the Texas Bap
tist Convention.

An Oklahoman, he is a graduate of Loui
siana college and New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical seminary. He is a former copy editor 
for the New Orleans Times-Picayune. (BP)
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EDITORIAL

A Look at the Convention
The messages were excellent, the reports were encourag

ing, and, to be quite honest, the attendance disappointing. 
The 95th annual session of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion is history, and the stage is set for another year of 
work for the Lord which will, we trust, be constructive 
and fruitful.

Challenges by speakers to meet the needs of the hour, 
to advance, and to work together during the 70’s were 
in abundance. But again we say, the attendance was 
disappointing. With more than 800,000 members of 
churches in fellowship with the convention, there were 
only 935 messengers registered for the sessions. Last year, 
with the convention meeting on the east side of Eden, in 
Knoxville, several hundred more messengers were re
corded. We wonder why? Surely Tennessee Baptists are 
more interested in the affairs of their convention than 
numerical presence would indicate.

President Tom Madden, in his significant address, made 
two statements which we wish to comment upon in par
ticular. One statement called for going across divisional 
lines where necessary, for trustees for institutions. We 
believe this statement deserves careful consideration, and 
that it has merit. Another portion of Madden’s message 
dealt with the need for a home for the aged to be operated 
by Tennessee Baptists.

The matter of trustee selection for Baptist institutions 
can be, at best, sometimes a tenuous matter. We believe 
that trustees should be selected for their ability, consecra
tion, and understanding of the manner in which Baptists 
operate, regardless of their location. Madden’s point was 
well made and deserves consideration. One other sugges
tion at this point. Why not some type of orientation for 
new trustees of Baptist institutions upon their election? 
Trusteeship of a Baptist institution is a sacred trust and 
a unique responsibility. We believe that trustees not only 
need to understand the point of view of the institution 
they represent, but that it is necessary, if they are to serve 
effectively, to understand the whole Baptist concept of 
higher education and cooperative work.

We would make bold to suggest some type of session 
sponsored jointly by the institutions and convention leader
ship, such as was held several years ago, at which the 
whole pattern of Baptist organization might be explained. 
While every principle of sound business administration 
rhust be applied to operation of the Lord’s business among 
Baptists, we still must recognize the uniqueness which the 
Christian concept embodies in the operation of giant pro
grams and institutions. Also, this is a good way for all of 
a family to eat consistently at the same table without 
some of the family running out of bread!

Another point in Madden’s address dealt with a pro
posal for establishment of a home for the aged. This is 
good. It is needed, and it is most certainly a valid min
istry.

There are some questions Tennessee Baptists must face 
if they undertake a serious study of this proposal. One 
question must be that of how far we would be willing to 
extend ourselves in the establishmentof a major new 
ministry. To set up a first class home for the aged we must 
talk in terms, financially, of perhaps an investment of 
$1 million. And, practically, we then are faced with the 
question of where this money will come from.

Again, institutional care in a day of social welfare 
government must inevitably be considered in the light of 
the multiplicity of federal and state welfare programs; 
particularly how far Tennessee Baptists are willing to 
become involved, if at all, with governmental help. More
over, not only will a sizable initial outlay be involved, 
but an annual operational budget of sizable proportions 
must be considered. And, a final question which must be 
faced realistically is whether or not, in the light of the 
many federal care programs we can and should extend 
ourselves in this area.

We would still assert that this is a valid ministry for 
Baptists. It is one in which many other state conventions 
are involved, with justifiable pride. But, let us go into 
such a program, if we do, with open eyes.

On another matter, we join with Foundation Executive 
Secretary Jonas Stewart in the hope that within 50 years 
the foundation could have a corpus of $1 billion. It is 
not impossible!

A resolution adopted by the convention concerning 
closing of places of business on Sunday deserves more 
than passing attention. Comment in full will be made in a 
later editorial. But, for a starter, how many Baptist pas
tors and church members are going to be willing to quit 
buying gasoline on Sunday, and how many will leap at 
the opportunity to quit patronizing eating establishments? 
Tragic to say, we may just be in an economy which 
couldn’t even stand the grinding to a halt of all business 
on Sunday. To close places of business effectively, we 
must operate in a realm quite apart from the halls of 
resolutions. It must be done at the local church level, 
and, if done at all, must be done with consistency!

To new Convention President Jerry L. Glisson, we 
pledge our cooperation and support and prayers that this 
next year might be the best ever for Tennessee Baptists. 
To Executive Secretary-Treasurer W. Fred Kendall, upon 
whose shoulders rests a great burden of responsibility, we 
pledge also our prayers, cooperation and support.
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GLISSON NEW PRESIDENT OF CONVENTION
Nugent, McCulley
Are Vice Presidents

Dr. Jerry L. Glisson, pastor of the Lea
wood Baptist church, Memphis, is new 
president of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. Glisson, a former president of the 
Convention’s Executive Board, was elected 
president in a run-off with Rev. Henry G. 
West, pastor of the First Baptist church, 
Covington.

Election of officers was a major feature 
of the 95th annual session of the Conven
tion which met last week in the Woodmont 
Baptist church in Nashville.

Named to serve with Glisson were O. C. 
Nugent, Jr. Brentwood, first vice-president, 
and Rev. Anderson McCulley, pastor of 
First Baptist church, Sweetwater, second 
vice-president.

The sessions, which began Tuesday after
noon, and continued through Thursday eve
ning, were a smooth blend of committee 
reports, inspirational messages, special 
music, and fellowship.

In an address Tuesday evening, outgoing 
president Tom Madden, pastor of the First 
Baptist church, Tullahoma, challenged con
vention messengers to support all of the 
ministries of the convention, and he also 
proposed the establishment of a home for 
the aged to be operated by the state con
vention.

A highlight of the convention session 
Thursday was the adoption unanimou
sly of the record $5,675,000 budget for 
the-1969-1970 year.
In reports from the Committee on 

Resolutions presented by Richard D. Lucas, 
pastor of Shelby Avenue church, Nash
ville, the convention adopted a resolution 
appealing to Christians not to shop on 
Sunday, and to express appreciation to 
stores and businesses which have not 
opened their doors for business on Sunday.

Three new staff members were presented 
to the convention. They are Glenn Yar
brough, secretary of the department of stu
dent work, W. C. Summar, stewardship 
secretary, and Wendell Price, Sunday School 
secretary.

Awarded plaques for service to the con
vention were Gene Kerr, an assistant to the 
executive secretary, who was honored upon 
completion of 15 years’ service, and Johnnie 
Hall, an associate in the church training 
department, honored for 10 years of service.

Certificates of appreciation were pre
sented to eight members of the Executive 
Board who rotated off this year. They are 
David Q. Byrd, Jackson; George E. Capps, 
Jr., Cookeville; W. E. Darby, Jefferson 
City; Gerald Martin, Memphis; Robert D. 
McCray, Dandridge; Jesse H. Newton, Col
lierville; O. C. Nugent, Jr., Franklin, and 
R. Richard Smith, Athens.

The convention voted to meet in 1970 
at the West Jackson Baptist church, Jack

son, Nov. 10-12, with Grant Jones, pastor 
of the Springfield Baptist church to bring 
the convention sermon.

A special feature of the convention ses
sion this year was the presentation of plans 
for the 1970's presented by the state mission 
departments.

More than 935 messengers registered for 
the session which was preceded by meetings 
of the Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary 
to the convention, and the annual pastors’ 
conference (see separate stories on WMU 
and Pastors’ Conference).

Another feature of the convention 
program this year was an adjourned 
session Wednesday afternoon held at 
the new office building in Brentwood 
for formal dedication of the $1,700,000 
facility.
The new president of the convention said 

in an interview that he plans to “work on 
past traditions with hopes of building 
greater fellowship among Baptists in the 
future. Glisson said also that the greatest 
need today is to make certain that people 
understand that the Bible is the basis for 
living. Concerning evangelism, Glisson 
said: “Many persons are attempting to bring 
us back to the Bible and should not be 
called fundamentalists but rather conserva
tives.” He noted that social action must 
grow out of dynamic evangelism.

Haywood Highfill, pastor of the First 
Baptist church, Clinton, was elected as 
chairman of its Executive Board. J. Wil
liam Harbin, pastor of the First Baptist 
church, Maryville, was named vice-presi
dent, and Carl Allen, pastor, First Baptist 
church, Hohenwald, was named secretary.

Other resolutions passed by the Con
vention included one which voiced 
recognition of “the central unity of

New Convention President Jerry L. Glisson accepts gavel from outgoing 
President Tom Madden.

Tennessee Baptists based upon the 
Lordship of Christ, and our loyalty to 
the Bible and application of its truth 
to life.”
Another resolution declared that the pri

mary obligation of Baptists to proclaim 
Jesus as Saviour and that “this command to 
evangelize is not in conflict with the oppor
tunity to follow Jesus’ example when he 
went about doing good to all men.”

Judge John W. McCall, Memphis, a 
former president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention was presented a citation on be
half of Baptist men in the state for his 
leadership. McCall, the father of Dr. Duke 
McCall, president of the Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary, declared: “This is 
the greatest tribute ever bestowed upon 
me, for this I thank you from down where 
I live.”

Sergeant At Arms
The Tennessee Baptist Convention 

is perhaps unique among state con
ventions in now having the office of 
sergent at arms “to take care of all 
the noise in the back of the auditorium 
in future conventions as it is very dis
tracting,” and author of the motion 
feels that “each individual needs the 
full benefit of the convention.”

The motion, which passed unan
imously Thursday morning, was made 
by Otis Hester, of the Curve Baptist 
church, Curve. Outgoing president 
Tom Madden did not name a sergeant 
at arms for the final sessions of the 
1969 convention, and newly-elected 
president Jerry L. Glisson, of Mem
phis, has not indicated who his choice 
for the office for 1970 would be.
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Who’s Who Among The Extremists
Part One: Sorting Out the Far Left

by G. Willis Bennett
Professor, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

No one can deal adequately and respon
sibly with the topic of extremism without 
sooner or later making an effort to identify 
and characterize various groups and persons 
that commonly are so classified. It is a risky 
task.

Nevertheless, if the topic is to be treated 
in more than a general way, one needs some 
illustrations. It is not with ill intent that I 
therefore engage in the process of identifi
cation. This research is based upon reliable 
information from the news media and from 
books written by recognized authorities.

Communist Party, USA: Any treatment 
of the left perhaps ought to begin with the 
Communist Party, USA. During the 1960’s, 
it is estimated that the party doubled its 
membership. It was strong enough to con
duct a spring mobilization against the war 
in 1968, an October Stop the Draft Week, 
and to have made a major impact upon 
some of the groups of the New Left.

The New Left: The most controversial 
radical movement in America today is 
known as the New Left. Young extremists 
within this broad category are becoming 
bolder in advocating violence. The New 
] ,eft is composed of black, white and racial
ly mixed groups. The common denominator 
seems to be protest, rebellion and sometimes 
anarchy. Common concerns seem to be the 
War and the draft, civil rights and poverty, 
the reaction to authority and the establish
ment, either on or off campus.

Although the extremists among the New 
Left would destroy the status quo and wor
ry about rebuilding later, not all the groups 
are this way, and some that now have be
come radical did not start out that way. 
Several New Left groups began with much 
idealism, with worthy and honorable goals, 
and with acceptable, even though aggressive 
methodology. It was the reaction to them 
and their goals by the public, and sometimes 
violence they experienced, that led them to 
a counter reaction that became revolution
ary and radical.

Let us look at several groups which have 
been a part of the New Left movement:

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com
mittee (SNCC): Though formed in 1960 as 
a nonviolent civil rights organization, this 
group in 1966 at a national convention 
elected Stokely Carmichael (succeeded by H. 
Rap Brown) its leader and basically adopted 
the goal of gaining black power through 
violence. With philosophy and methodology 
greatly changed, some members drifted off 
into other movements and SNCC recently 
has declined in influence.

Students for Democratic Society (SDS): 
Founded in 1952, today the SDS has be
come the chief instrument for campus re
bellions, riots, strikes and take-overs. Ac
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cording to the New York Times Service, 
SDS in May of 1969 had 70,000 members 
on 350 campuses. In strength and influence, 
they have been able to smear several cor
porations in defense business, to deny job 
recruiters for defense industries access to 
several campuses, to disrupt colleges, and 
universities, and conduct 200 separate ac
tions on college campuses during the last six 
months of the academic year.

Black Panther Party: Formed in 1966 in 
an Oakland, Calif., Negro slum, the Black 
Panther Party has become a nation-wide 
organization committed to armed black 
revolution. It claims 2500 hard-core mem
bers in 70 cities. Black Panthers have waged 
battles with police and attacked the Califor
nia State Capitol. A severe reaction has set 
in, and the Black Panther movement appears 
to have gone a bit more “underground” in 
its operations.

Students Afro-American Society, Black 
Student Union, and Black Liberation Front: 
Each of these three groups has similar aims 
and methodology. They attempt to recruit 
Negroes from large city slums for enrol
ment at predominately white institutions. 
They seek to force compliance with de
mands for black faculty additions, black 
studies, and even separate facilities. All such 
groups probably number no more than 
300,000 out of 7 million Negro students.

National Black Economic Development 
Conference: Composed of 23 national reli
gious agencies and community groups and 
organized in 1969 at a meeting called by 
the Interreligious Foundation for Commu
nity Organization (IFCO), James Forman is 
the primary spokesman for this organization. 
The Black Manifesto adopted by the con
ference, using Marxist language, and For
man’s demands for $500 million (later in
creased to $3 billion) in reparations 
from U.S. churches and synagogues has 
been well publicized.

Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM): 
Organized in 1963, it is composed of mili
tant blacks dedicated to the overthrow of 
the capitalistic system in America and the 
installation of a socialistic system modeled 
after Red China. RAM operates under tight 
secrecy, but members have been charged 
with long-range plans to assassinate high 
officials and to murder policemen.

Youth International Party (YIP): The 
members, frequently known as “Yippies,” 
express their aim as destroying “The Man,” 
their term for present government. This 
group has no major organization and the 
movement is one that is more a philosophy 
of protest and ridicule than it is one of ac
tion. This group joined with the SDS in 
crippling the Democratic National Conven
tion in Chicago. The major activity is to

Churches Include
BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

The following churches have included the 
Baptist And Reflector in their church pro
gram:
NEW CLUB
Elkmont Baptist church, Bradley Associa

tion
Rev. Leonard T. Guinn, Pastor
Alder Branch Baptist church, Sevier Associ

ation
Rev. James C. Hutchings, Pastor 

operate an underground press which has 
published about 200 anti-establishment pub
lications, many of them obscene.

Progressive Labor Party: This is a youth 
splinter group from the American Com
munist Party and was formed in 1962 by 
persons expelled from the Communist Party 
because of their stand favoring Red China. 
It seeks an alliance between students and 
workers and has been related to the Black 
Liberation Commission headed by William 
Epton. The organization is committed to 
wage a ceaseless struggle against “the ruling 
class” and one of its aims is to get control 
of the SDS in order to extend its influence.

Young Socialist Alliance: This is a Marx
ist organization founded in 1960 which 
aggressively seeks to recruit high school stu
dents for members. It claimed about 2000 
members at the end of the last school year. 
Its goal is the destruction of capitalism and 
imperialism.

W.E.B. DuBois Clubs: These clubs were 
organized in 1964 as the “Youth Front” 
for the Communist Party. They have been 
particularly active in their efforts to lead 
students to resist the draft.

What shall be said of all these various 
groups composing the “New Left?” The 
similarity of objectives, the rapport among 
chapters and the ability to mount massive 
protests all points to some sort of organized 
international conspiracy directed from a 
central headquarters. Such a conclusion con
necting the New Left with the Communist 
Party in Moscow, Peking or Havana cannot, 
however, be proved.

All indications suggest that the New Left 
does not have a single international spon
sor. United States intelligence officials have 
said as much although they indicate that 
some financial support may be given to the 
professional student aggitators. This money, 
investigators say, is “Riding piggy-back on a 
tiger already on the loose.”

The entire New Left movement today in
volves so many different groups that they 
are not well correlated. If the movement 
ever became one in purpose and methodolo
gy it would have considerably more strength 
than exists today. Even as it is, it has left 
its mark on American society, and the end 
is not in sight.

(Next: Who’s Who On The Radical Right)
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Mrs. Isbell Elected President 
Of WMU for Third Term

By Eura Lannom

The Woman's Missionary Union met in 
its 81st annual meeting at Belmont Heights 
Baptist church, Nashville, Nov. 10-11, the 
first time this convention has met in con
junction with the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention since 1924. It was estimated that 
there were 1000 in attendance, and more 
than 575 were registered for the conven
tion.

Miss Miriam Robinson, member of Bel
mont college faculty, Nashville, brought 
challenging and inspiring meditations at the 
beginning of each session.

The convention voted a change in their 
By-Laws. (See this page, column 3.)

Mrs. D. Isbell, Chattanooga, was re
elected president for the third term. Other 
officers elected were: Vice-Presidents (West 
Tennessee) Mrs. David Basden, Memphis, 
and Mrs. Layton Watson, Gallaway; (Mid
dle Tennessee) Mrs. O. M. Albritton, Mc
Minnville. and Mrs. John D. Bolton, 
Woodbury; (East Tennessee) Mrs. M. K. 
Cobble, Andersonville, and Mrs. Tas 
Grammer, Chattanooga; Secretary, Miss 
Agnes Hodges, Knoxville.

Dr. David Lockard, former missionary 
to Africa and now director of missionary 
orientation, Southern Baptist Foreign Mis
sion Board, with headquarters in Pine 
Mountain, Ga., speaking Tuesday afternoon 
on “Missions in the Making” requested that 
we “do not be overly concerned and nerv
ous about the younger generation. Many 
of these might shame older people by their 
idealism and commitment.”

Miss Nethery Reports
GAs serving as Pages were Sherry How

ard, Libby Whitesides, Pam Bean, Susan 
Knott, and Vicki Brumley, all from Nash
ville.

Miss Mary Jane Nethery, executive sec
retary of Tennessee Woman’s Missionary 
Union, in her report showed slides indicat
ing some of the changes which would im
prove and update the work of the different 
organizations.

She stated, “Right now WMU is going 
through the greatest trauma in its history. 
And our attitude toward these changes is 
going to determine our effectiveness. God 
has used us in the past—our WMU wom
en have been the main stay in all our 
churches, in Sunday School and Training 
Union because our organization keeps 
before our people a vision of the needs of 
converting a world without Christ.”

Miss Nethery convincingly added, “I am 
persuaded that God does not bless pro
grams. He blesses people. When hearts 
are right, the old with a few changes would 
do as well as the new and the new will do 

as well as the old. Names and organiza
tional structure will not determine the des
tiny of Woman’s Missionary Union. We 
who are in it will determine its destiny in 
the way we react to what has come and 
what is coming.”

Special music for the convention was 
rendered by Mrs. Dot Biddle and Randy 
Smith, Mrs. Jill Wagner, Rev. and Mrs. 
Bob Norman, and Aubrey Edwards, all of 
Nashville. Mrs. Robert Baker served as 
organist for all the sessions.

Kenneth Day, secretary of the depart
ment of msisionary education of the Home 
Mission Board, Atlanta, speaking on “Mis
sions at Home,” indicated that he was not 
at all sure just what shape the 70s would 
ultimately assume. But he went on to 
say, “I am reasonably sure that as in all past 
decades, that influence which most shall 
fashion them is the spirit and dynamic of 
missions. So then, it is not at all presump
tuous to conclude that the shape of the 70s 
will surely be the shape of missions. Nor is 
this conclusion new. The shape of missions 
has always been the basic dimension of the 
Christian religion.”

"Time Not Unlimited"
Day continued, “It was so in the early 

church which showed its real maturity not 
so much in Jerusalem as in Antioch where 
an unselfish commitment to world missions 
was born. And that molding influence has 
reappeared in every major significant, his
torical thrust of Christianity.”

Dr. Merrill D. Moore, Jr., staff physician, 
Gaza Baptist hospital, on furlough, in the 
Thursday morning session warned, “Time 
is not unlimited for Christian missions in 
the Middle East. We must put forth a 
maximum effort now to be faithful to our 
responsibilities for Christian witness in this 
crisis area while yet we have the oppor
tunity.”

Mrs. Robert Fling, past president of 
Woman’s Missionary Union for the South
ern Baptist Convention and now pastor’s 
wife in Pleasantville, N. Y., brought the 
closing message. She urged the women to 
go home and organize more prayer groups 
. . . miracles can happen in your church 
and in you. In closing she remarked, “I am 
just one, I can not do everything, but I can 
do something.”

Three veteran WMU workers whose 
service include 87 years were recognized by 
Mrs. Isbell. They were Mrs. C. D. Creas- 
man of Donelson, Miss Mary Northington 
of Clarksville, and Mrs. Douglas Ginn, 
Nashville. Miss Mary Mills, who was WMU 
secretary for Tennessee prior to Miss Neth
ery, was recognized also,

WMU

Changes In WMS By-Laws
There are several changes in Tennessee 

WMU By-laws as approved at the 81st an
nual meeting of Tennessee Woman’s Mis
sionary Union.

One change is the composition of Execu
tive Board officers and that of the Executive 
Committee of the Executive Board. In lieu 
of one vice-president, there will be six vice- 
presidents (from the Executive Board); two 
from each of the three divisions of the 
state nominated by the nominating com
mittee and elected each year in annual ses
sion. Tenure is 2 years. The main function 
of the vice-presidents will be to comprise 
the executive committee chaired by the state 
WMU President. Heretofore, the Executive 
Committee has been appointed from the 
Executive Board by the president.

Another change is the method of securing 
the nominating committee. Presently, the 
nominating committee is made up of six 
Executive Board members elected bv the 
Executive Board and five women at large 
elected by ballot at the previous annual 
meeting of Woman’s Missionary Union in 
1968. The change in plan calls for the 
nominating committee to be comprised of 
eight executive board members, two from 
each of the three division of the state and 
two at large—these to be elected by the 
executive board.

In keeping with the new plan of work 
locally and associationally, there will be no 
WMS promotional chairmen e’ected bv the 
WMU executive board as in prior years. 
Neither will there be committees made up 
from the Executive Board membership for 
the planning of organizational promotional 
work and the different phases of WMS 
promotional work. Instead each professional 
departmental director (staff) will have an 
advisory committee of from one to seven 
persons across the state approved by the 
president and executive secretary. The ad
visory committees will be used as resource 
persons in the planning of the work and 
will be trained by state leadership and may 
be called upon by the association for as
sistance at associational expense.

Office tenure for the President and Sec
retary was changed from six years to four 
years.

TENNESSEE STORES JOIN
CENTRALIZED BILLING

NASHVILLE—Baptist book stores in 
Chattanooga, Knoxville, and Memphis have 
joined the Nashville store in the centralized 
billing system for credit customers.

Computer-prepared monthly statements, 
listing all transactions made at any Baptist 
book store, will be issued from the Baptist 
Book Stores Billing Center here.

Previously, each individual store sent 
monthly statements to customers purchasing 
from that store.
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TENNESSEE NEWS BRIEFS
Newly-elected officers for Hamilton 

County association are: H. Duane High
lander, pastor, Middle Valley church, mod
erator; Ben L. Peacock, pastor, East Lake 
church, Chattanoga, vice moderator; Mrs. 
Claude A. Park, Jr., clerk; Raymond F. 
Hale, Jr., treasurer; and Sam D. Harris, 
assistant treasurer. J. V. James serves as 
superintendent of missions.

Northern association has called James B. 
Dotson as associational missionary. A na
tive of Monroe County, he has served on 
foreign mission fields in Europe, Alaska, 
and Japan. While in Alaska, he served as 
president of the Alaska Baptist Convention 
as well as president of the Southern 
Baptist college. He comes to Northern as
sociation from the Alcoa-Way church, 
Chilhowee association, where he served as 
pastor. Mrs. Dotson, the former Gladys 
Longley, is a former employee of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. The Dotsons have six 
children. Their oldest son, Raymond, is a 
student at Carson-Newman college, Jeffer
son City.

Bolen's Chapel church, Beech River as
sociation, is in the process of remodeling, 
including outside painting, new floor, walls, 
and ceiling, as well as carpeting.

First church, Decaturville, has installed 
carpeting in the auditorium and ordered 
new pulpit furniture. James Smith is pas
tor.

Caylor’s Chapel church, Chilhowee as
sociation, has called Leonard Law as pastor. 
During their recent revival there were two 
professions of faith, two by baptism, four 
by letter, and two rededications.

New officers of the Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to the Tennessee
Baptist Convention, are front row, left to right, Mrs. D. Isbell, Chattanooga, 
president; Mrs. M. K. Cobble, Andersonville, Mrs. O. M. Albritton, Mc
Minnville, Mrs. John Bolton, Woodbury, and Mrs. Layton Watson, Gallaway, 
vice-presidents. Back row, Miss Agnes Hodges, Knoxville, secretary, Mrs. 
Mrs. David Basden, Memphis, and Mrs. Tas Grammar, Chattanooga, vice- 
presidents.

Cold Springs church, Chilhowee associa
tion, reports one profession of faith and 4 
rededications during their recent revival. 
Billy Joe McCown was the evangelist. 
Dewey Loveday is pastor.

The new brick pastorium of Sand Ridge 
church in Beech River association is near
ing completion. James F. Rogers is pastor.

Sardis Ridge church, Beech River associa
tion, has called Glennie Quinn as pastor.

The new pastorium of Union church, 
Beech River association is nearing comple
tion. Grover Roper is pastor.

Cades Cove Memorial church, Chilhowee 
association, recently honored Mrs. Eunice 
Burchfield for 21 years’ service as church 
clerk. She was presented a plaque and 
love offering.

Ellejoy church, Chilhowee association, 
has called Bill Moses as pastor. He comes 
to the church from Sevier County associa
tion.

Verdine Blackwell has resigned as pastor 
of Midway church, Chilhowee association. Newly-elected officers of the Pastors’ Conference of the Tennessee Baptist 

Convention are, left to right: Courtney Wilson, pastor, First church, Hender
sonville, vice president; D. William Dodson, Jr., pastor, Lamar Heights church, 
Memphis, president; and John Churchman, pastor, Manley church, Morris
town, secretary.

Meadowbrook church, Chilhowee associ
ation, has purchased a new piano. Melvin 
Martin is pastor.
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New Executive Board President Hayward Highfill and Board Secretary 
Carl Allen compares notes following their election Thursday.

The Bible handbook by which 
all others are measured.

HALLEY’S 
BIBLE 

HANDBOOK

Dr. Kendall, right, presents an inscribed 
plaque to Gene Kerr, assistant to Dr. Ken
dall, in recognition of his 15 years’ service to 
Tennessee Baptists.

New 
Revised 
Edition

The world’s most widely used Bible 
handbook (over 2,000,000 in use) is 
also the world’s most comprehensive. 
And the most up-to-date.
New photos of the Holy Land, latest 
archaeological discoveries, 75 up-to- 
date maps . . . plus an enlightening 
commentary and outline of church and 
Bible history. 968 pages of helpful 
Bible facts. Printed in large, easy-to- 
read type. “I do not know of any 
single volume which offers so much 
important, dependable and accurate 
material . . —DR. WILBUR M.
SMITH

Regular Edition, $4.50 
Deluxe Edition, slipcase, $5.95 

BUY THE SET —SAVE $1.50! 
Halley’s Bible Handbook, New Com
pact Bible Dictionary and Cruden’s 
Compact Concordance, a $12.40 total 
value ........................................... $10.90

at your Baptist Book Store

Johnnie Hall, left, associate in the Church 
Training Department, receives a desk pen 
set from Dr. Kendall in appreciation of his 
10 years’ service to Tennessee Baptists.

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.

706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.

24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.

724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.

from Singcord
CHRISTMAS 
WITH 
HELEN 
O'CONNELL
Helen O' Connell
Soprano Includes: 
Little Drummer 
Boy; What Child 
is This; Silent Night; Oh Little Town of
Bethlehem; Away in a Manger; Gentle

ZLP-775S—Stereo, $4.98Shepherd.
JOY 
TO THE 
WORLD
Helen Barth 
Contralto 
Includes: 0 Holy 
Night; It Came 
Upon the Midnight

Clear; Joy to the World; While Shepherds
Watched Their Flocks; Silent Night; The
Birthday of a King. ZLP-583—Hi-Fi, $3.98;
ZLP-583S—Stereo, $4.98

THE
NEW BORN 
KING
Jerry Barnes
Ralph Carmichael 
Includes /The New 
Born King; Jesus, 
Jesus Rest Your
Head; I Wonder as I Wander; Little Baby 
Jesus; Silent Night.ZLP-645—Hi-Fi, $3.98; 
ZLP-645S—Stereo, $4.98

CARAVAN 
A-CAROLING
Dean Brown 
and the 
Caravan Singers 
Includes: Here We 
Come a-Caroling; 
Ring Out the

Bells; I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day; 
We Wish You a Merry Christmas; Joy to the 
World; Traditional Medley. ZLP-748—Hi-Fi, 
$3.98; ZLP-748S—Stereo, $4.98

NIGHT OF 
MIRACLES
Christmas cantata 
composed by 
John W. Peterson.
Featuring: The 
Ralph Carmichael
Symphonic Orchestra and Chorus. ZLP-659 
-Hi-Fi, $3.98; ZLP-659S-Stereo, $4.98

sb
1*0

Zt >NIWAN'S
CMRiSTlUAS AEBlfM >* ZONDERVAN'S 

CHRISTMAS 
ALBUM
Features: George 
Beverly Shea, 
Helen Barth,

Jimmie McDonald, Curt Davis, and 16
Singing Men. ZLP-732—Hi-Fi, $1.98

albums available . . . 
from your Baptist Book Store
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books by W. A. Criswell
THE BIBLE FOR 
TODAY'S WORLD
Deals with the historical, 
archaeological and internal 
evidences for the inspiration 
and accuracy of the Bible.

Cloth, $2.50

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IN TODAY'S WORLD
An adventure into an under
standing of the Holy Spirit 
and His function in the 
world today. Cloth, $3.95

Belmont Fall Registration 
Nears 1,000

Ronald E. Underwood, director of ad- 
missions-registrar at Belmont college, has 
reported that fall semester enrolment on 
Belmont college campus has now reached a 
total of 986 students—489 men and 497 
women. There are 344 freshmen; 215 sopho
mores; 187 juniors; 205 seniors and 35 
special students.

This record shows a 177.78 per cent in
crease in enrolment in the past 10 years, 
Underwood said.

There is a total of 46 ministerial students 
registered at Belmont for the fall semester, 
as follows: 16 freshmen; five sophomores; 
16 juniors; and eight seniors; and one special 
student.

Forty-one are from Tennessee; one from 
Mo.: one, W.Va.: one, Ala.; one, Mich.: 
and one from Ohio. Belmont has 52 full- 
time faculty members and 13 part time.

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION, SBC

• Three Danish scientists have reported 
evidence that carbon monoxide from cig
arette smoke may contribute to the de
velopment of diseased arteries in smokers. 
They connected it specifically to arterio
sclerosis, a disease characterized by the 
accumulation of fats in the walls of the 
larger arteries. Arteriosclerosis is held re
sponsible for most heart attacks, strokes, 
and some other disabilities related to the 
circulatory system. (San Francisco Examin
er, 11/4/69)

DID MAN 
JUST HAPPEN?
A provocative presentation 
of the Christian point of 
view. Includes chapters 
titled: God or Gorilla, The 
Record of the Rocks.

Cloth, $1.50

EXPOSITORY NOTES 
ON THE
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
Rich messages on this 
record of Christ's earthly 
life. Cloth, $2.95

IN DEFENSE 
OF THE FAITH
A vigorous and challenging 
series of highly knowledge
able sermons. Cloth, $2.50

Broadman Releases 1970 
"Points for Emphasis"

NASHVILLE — The fifty-third annual 
volume of “Points for Emphasis,” designed 
as an aid in using the 1970 International 
Sunday School lessons, has been released by 
Broadman Press.

“Points for Emphasis”, by Clifton J. Al
len, is a pocket-sized, hardbound commen
tary, containing the Bible text for each les
son, a brief exposition, a summary under 
the heading “Truths to Live By” and ref
erences to daily Bible readings.

EXPOSITORY SERMONS 
ON REVELATION
Deals with both the pro
phetic and the practical 
aspects of Revelation, ex
plaining what many of the 
events and prophecies mean 
to us today. Formerly in 5 
volumes — now complete 
and unabridged in one.

Cloth, $9.95

EXPOSITORY SERMONS 
ON THE BOOK 
OF DANIEL, Volume I
An important series of 
sermons on the author, the 
history, the language and 
the critical questions re
lated to this Book, and its 
inclusion in the Old Test
ament canon. Cloth, $2.95

at your Baptist Book Store

Entire Bib’e In Paperback
Pub’ished To Sell At 60 Cents

NEW YORK—The American Bible So
ciety has published its first paperback ver
sion of the entire Old and New Testaments.

Issued' in the King James Version, the 
volume will sell for 60 cents. Called “The 
Way of Life”, it is especially designed for 
peop'e in hospitals, camps, prisons and other 
institutions.

In 1966, the Society published a paper
back New Testament in modern English. 
To date, the Today’s English Version has 
sold more than 17 million copies. (RNS)

Challenge To Death Penalty 
Authorized in New Jersey

TRENTON — New Jersey’s Supreme 
Court, amending its original decision, will 
permit the convicted murderer of an elder
ly South Jersey couple to challenge the 
constitutionality of the death penalty.

Court officials said the decision was pri
marily “procedural” to protect the rights of 
the defendant, Robert T. Conklin, 30, a 
father of six. He was convicted with two 
other men in the slaying Nov. 21, 1968, of 
Oliver Clarkson, 66, and his wife, Ethyl, 64.

The new court ruling did not signal an 
attempt by the court to open a broad new 
inquiry into the constitutionality of the 
death penalty, but merely allowed Conklin’s 
lawyer 30 days to challenge the death pen
alty on constitutional grounds, it was ex
plained. (RNS)

THE U.
Americans

S. FAN II LY—Over 4 million
established 2.1 million new

Ata price 
Any Church Can Afford! 

Write or call I
worn BROS. 

MFG. CO. I
Mow OR 5-2468 I 

Booneville, Arkansas I

families in 1968. This total has been sur
passed only once before—in 1946, the year 
after World War II ended. The current in
crease in marriages (200,000 more than 
in 1967) helped bring the number of U.S. 
families to a record high of 50 million.

In 1967, over 92 per cent of all Amer
icans lived in families, as did over 99 per 
cent of all persons under the age of 18.

On the other hand, provisional data indi
cate that about 1.2 million Americans were 
divorced in 1968. In 1967, over three fifths 
of the divorce actions involved children, 
with over 700,000 children (twice as many 
as in 1955) being affected.
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First Church, Shelbyville, Breaks 
Ground for New, Newer Facilities

Left to right: Ricky Molder, youth rep
resentative; Austin DeJarnatt, chairman of 
deacons; Claude White, chairman, building 
committee; W. W. Wilkins, Jr., chairman, 
building-finance committee; and Alfred T. 
Royer, pastor.

First church, Shelbyville, broke ground 
Sunday, Nov. 2, for the purpose of con
structing a new 575-seat sanctuary and 
9000 square feet of educational space which 
will house children through age 11.

The present sanctuary, as well as the 
adjacent Thompson Funeral Home, will be 
razed. Plans call for the existing educational 
building to be remodeled.

First church was organized in 1843 and 
bought the present site in 1847 for $200. 
The first building was destroyed by a storm 
during the Civil War and worship services 
were held in the city hall and the First 
Cumberland Presbyterian church while the 
first brick building was under construction.

The total cost of construction and re
modeling includes: $469,902 for the con
tract; $45,000 for furnishings; and $75,000 
for renovation of the present educational 
facility.

The new sanctuary with an exterior of 
brick trimmed limestone, will have a ground 
level entrance with a choir practice room 
on the lower floor level under the chancel. 
The new two-story educational unit will in
clude offices with classrooms for nursery 
and toddlers while the upper floor will 
house classrooms for four- through ten- 
year-olds.

The lower floor of the existing educational 
unit will be used for worship services dur
ing construction of new facilities and will 
be used later for two adult departments, 
convertib'e to a fellowship hall and dining 
room. The main floor will house three adult 
departments, with the upper floor taking 
care of three youth and one young adult 
departments.

The large stained glass windows in the 
present sanctuary will be used in parts of 
the new building with backlighting to make 

them visible at night and a lighted steeple 
will be 125 feet high while louvers in tower 
will provide an opening for chimes, making 
them audible for five miles.

Alfred T. Royer has been pastor since 
August, 1967, coming to Shelbyville from 
Grace church, Knoxville. Bill Holland has 
served the Shelbyville church as minister 
of education since July, 1968.

The last service in the present sanctuary, 
held Sunday, Nov. 9, included a baptismal 
service, and during the evening service 
members shared the significance of the 
sanctuary’s 61-year history.

SPECIAL INSURANCE
FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTOMOBILE

Complete Family Protection
• Low Rates
• Special Discounts for Two 

Cars and Compacts

HOMEOWNERS

Complete Protection For

• Home and Possessions
• Loss by Theft
• Personal Liability
• Up to 40% Savings
DON’T DRINK—GET DETAILS

BAXTER:
Anderson and Hayes
Phone 858-4212
Robert W. Cole
Phone: 858-3137
BENTON:
Charles A. Maynor
Phone: 338-4091
BROWNSVILLE:
J. C. Hamilton
CENTERVILLE:
William Hunt McClanahan
Phone: 729-2406
CHATTANOOGA:
A. & P. Insurance Agency
Phone: 266-2297
Robert Crutcher
Phone: 265-0261
CLARKSVILLE:
0. C. Terrell
Phone: 645-9190
CLEVELAND:
Bradley Ins. Agency
Phone: 476-6581
William C. Crabtree
Phone: 472-1721
Josh Thomas
Phone: 476-4512
COOKEVILLE:
J. C. McKinley
Phone: 526-4717
DOVER:
Homer L. Chester
Phone: 232-5956
DYERSBURG:
Leslie E. Newsom
Phone: 285-8085

INSURANCE COMPANIES

Suite 101, 1007 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville, Tennessee. Phone 244-2485State Office, vwnv .w-j --------—,------------ *

• "Cancel Protection”
IF YOU

ELIZABETHTON:
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hart 
Phone: 542-5542 
John Bell Lewis 
Phone: 474-3323
ERIN:
Raymond M. Rye 
Phone: 289-3494
HARROGATE:
Rudolph B. Clark
Phone: 869-3646
HENNING:
Powers Smith
P. 0. Box 162, Hwy. 51 So. 
Office Phone: 738-5110 
Home Phone: 738-4761 
HIXSON: 
Ralph Baxter 
Phone: 877-3216 
JACKSON: 
Raymond W. Richerson 
Phone: 422-1531 
JAMESTOWN: 
Keith V. Rains 
Phone 879-6225 
KNOXVILLE: 
Charles Mantooth 
Ralph C. Sharp 
2011 Magnolia Ave. 
Phone: 525-4197 
Jerry Berry
Charles Ralph Mills 
Thomas E. Reed
LEXINGTON:
G. Lee Wallace
Phone; 968-7156 
LIVINGSTON:
A. B. Qualls, Jr. 
Phone: 823-4499

State Mgr.

Agencies available throughout the State of Tennessee and Kentucky. Insurance expert 
ence desired but not necessary, part time or full time. Call, write or wire Ray Jenkins,

THE BAPTIST HOUR sermon topics for 
December:

December 7 “The Long Look of 
Hope”—Matthew 4:16; Isaiah 9:2

December 14 “Divine Purpose, Divine 
Power”—Isaiah 11:1

December 21 “The Heart of Christ
mas”—Matthew 1:23b

December 28 “After Christmas, 
What?”—Luke 2:20

Dr. Herschel Hobbs, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, is THE 
BAPTIST HOUR preacher.

VWWUUUWmUVWVWmUWVWUVVUnWUWWVIWWWWUWU

Fiber Glass Baptistries
Repair Old and Build New
Call 292-4029 or Write 

Ashbaugh Fiber Glass 
P.O. Box 894z Nashville, Tenn. 37202

CHURCH PACKAGE 
POLICY

Complete Protection For
• Your Church and Buildings
• Loss by Theft
• Liability and Medical
• Unbelievably Low Cost

Due to Packaging
TODAY

MADISON:
Sherman M. Brown 
Powell Wyatt 
608 Gallatin Rd., N. 
Phone: 865-0970
MADISONVILLE:
Kennedy Ins. Agency 
Phone: 442-2198
MCMINNVILLE:
Willie W. Wilson 
Phone: 473-3068
MEMPHIS Branch Office: 
4826 Summer Avenue 
Phone: 683-4517 
Stan Oliver, Sales Mgr.
Vance F. Byrd 
Jim Duke
Office Phone: 683-4517 
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Messages for the 
"now" generation...

I'LL TAKE THE HIGH ROAD 
by Stephen F. Olford

Intended for the young men and 
women who’ve already found the joy 
of Christian living . . . Dr. Olford 
offers six important guideposts for life.

Paperback, $ .95

ALWAYS A WINNER
by Don Shinnick as told to James Hefley
The Baltimore Colts’ veteran line
backer tells what it’s like being a 
Christian in the violent world of pro
fessional football. Cloth, $3.95

BILLY GRAHAM TALKS TO TEENAGERS 
by Billy Graham

Straightforward messages for today’s 
young people, written in teen language 
for teen thinking. Paperback, $ .60

WHEN NOT TO OBEY YOUR PARENTS 
by Harold M. Mallett

Letters of advice to teenagers on grow
ing up and getting along with parents. 
A provocative look at contemporary 
problems in the home. Cloth, $2.95

LETTERS TO CHIP by Daniel Seagren
An older brother’s letters of advice to 
a teenage “kid” brother provide a 
highly relevant discussion of issues im
portant to young people everywhere.

Cloth, $3.50 
Paperback, $ .95

THE HOME TEAM WEARS WHITE 
by Gary Warner

The stories of 14 relatively little- 
known sports figures who have dedi
cated their lives to Christ. Men worthy 
the admiration of all young sports fans. 
All aspiring young athletes can iden
tify with this book. Cloth, $2.95

Paper, $ .95

at your Baptist Book Store

Tennessee News Briefs

MS?

Richey

First church, White Pine, has called Ken
neth Richey as pastor. A native of Ten
nessee reared in Benton County, he is a 

graduate of Carson- 
Newman college, Jeffer
son City and Southern 
Baptist Theological semi
nary, Louisville, Ky. 
Richey formerly served 
as pastor of Talbott 
church, Jefferson City, 
and for the past eight 
years has served as pas
tor of Willow Baptist 
church, Brooksville, Ky. 
Mrs. Richey is the 
daughter of Rev. and

Mrs. Alexander Nisbet of Maryville. The 
Richeys have three children.

Kinzel Springs church, Chilhowee associ
ation, has called Mack Murphy, Jr. as pas
tor.

East Alcoa church, Alcoa, has called 
James W. Clapp as pastor. He comes to 
Alcoa from Westport Baptist church, West
port, Ky. He formerly served as pastor of 
churches in Maynardville, Corryton, Madi
sonville, and Springfield.

Friendship church, Chilhowee associa
tion, has paid their building note in full 
after being organized three years ago with 
13 members. They recently purchased 25 
acres of land for a future church site. 
Clifford McCullah is pastor.

Centenary church, Chilhowee associa
tion, in a recent special service, liquidated 
the indebtedness of their new building, 
$47,000, by burning a symbol of the note 
three years in advance. Alexander Nisbet 
is pastor.

J. L. Stafford has retired as an active 
p?stor but is available for supply work. 
He most recently served as pastor of First 
church, Hermitage. He has also served as 
pastor of Tarrant Road church, Fort Worth, 
Texas, First church, Wartburg, South Har
riman church, Harriman, and East Athens 
church, Athens. Stafford will make his 
home at 2828 Survey Road, Nashville, 
37214.

Robert H. Mizell, for six years pastor of 
Ardmore church in Memphis, has been 
called by New Duck River association as 
superintendent of missions. He succeeds 
J. H. Harvey who resigned to become pastor 
of Ward’s Grove church in Rutherford 
County, A native of Memphis, Mizell is a 
graduate of Union university, Jackson, and 
Southern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. The Mizells have four chil
dren: Twins Rita and Nita, one son, Chris, 
and Mrs. David Oakley, who lives in Mem
phis.
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D. William Dodson, Jr., New 
Pastors’ Conference President

By David Keel
(Picture On Page 8)

Dr. D. William Dodson, Jr., pastor, 
Lamar Heights church, Memphis, has been 
elected president of the Pastors’ Conference 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention at the 
group’s annual meeting in Nashville. Dod
son succeeds Vern Powers of Nashville.

Others elected to serve with Dodson are 
Courtney Wilson, pastor, First church, Hen
dersonville, vice president, and John 
Churchman, pastor, Manley church, Morris
town, secretary. Hiram LeMay, pastor, 
Grace church, Nashville, served as chairman 
of the nominating committee.

The first session of this year’s conference 
was held in Massey Auditorium on the 
campus of Belmont college on Monday 
night, Nov. 10. The conference ended at 
noon Tuesday with that day’s session held 
in the auditorium of Woodmont church, 
host to the 95th annual session of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention.

On the eve of Veterans’ Day, the pastors 
participated in a patriotic feature, led by 
William E. Douglas, Assistant Adjutant 
General, Tennessee National Guard.

Following the theme, “The Minister As 
Servant,” the conference heard messages 
from: Henry Chiles, pastor, Central church, 
Bearden; Dr. Sterling Price, pastor, Third 
Baptist church, St. Louis, Mo.; Dr. David 
Q. Byrd, pastor, West Jackson church, 
Jackson; and Carl Allen, pastor, First 
church, Hohenwald. Words of greeting 
were brought by Belmont’s president Her
bert Gabhart.

On Monday evening Chiles, speaking on 
“Building the Church Fellowship,” said that 
“We are not all we ought to be in the area 
of fellowship ... we haven’t touched the 
hem of the garment ... we haven’t trans
lated the word properly.” Chiles continued 
by saying that in the New Testament people 
from widely different backgrounds came 
together in the church, in love and fellow
ship, and others marvelled at how so many 
with such diverse backgrounds could have 
so much in common. Chiles said that “Love 
and fellowship is not something you possess 
but something that possesses you.”

Following Chiles was Price, who spoke 
on “Meeting the Needs of the Individual,”

stating that “Man must have more than 
something to live on, he must have some
thing to live for.” He continued by saying, 
“The noise you hear in this world is the 
clamor of millions of hungry Ts,’ in search 
of security.” Price said that any nation or 
church that chooses to stay where it is is 
doomed. He indicated that we live in a 
deficient society, unwilling to reach for a 
better tomorrow.

Byrd began the Tuesday morning and 
closing session roster of speakers, speaking 
on “Strengthening the Denomination.” Bas
ing his remarks on Philippians 1:12-20, he 
said, “We are ministering in a maelstrom,” 
defining the word as “any turmoil of con
sequence.” Byrd said that this was a pun
gent parable of our day . . . “We are in the 
midst of a maelstrom, denominationally.” 
He continued, “We as Southern Baptist min
isters should find ourselves in the very cor-

WHAT ABOUT YOUR CHILD'S
FUTURE EDUCATION?
Now is the time to think about it and plan for it. 
Did you know that...
$1,000 invested now at 7% and with the 
income reinvested at the same rate, will 
MORE THAN DOUBLE to over $2,000 in 
only IOt/2 years!

Yes, Religious Institutional Bonds from Guaranty 
Bond now pay up to 7% on your initial in
vestment and will continue yielding this good 
return, year in and year out, for the lifetime of 
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able with a minimum investment of $250.
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tex of this great change in history . . . let’s 
all turn positive as we come to a new day, 
a new challenge in the midst of a mael
strom.” Using the Apostle Paul as an ex
ample, Byrd said, “The greatest thing we 
can do for our denomination is to preach 
. . . we need to preach a message of hope to 
our generation.”

Allen, speaking on the subject “Lifting 
the Moral and Spiritual Life of the Commu
nity,” said, “There are many worthy insti
tutions in the community serving men of 
which ministers can approve, but the Lord 
only gave Himself for one institution, the 
church—this is the one we need to identify 
with.” Allen continued by saying, “ ‘Be 
faithful unto death’ doesn’t mean to be 
faithful till you die, but be faithful even if 
it kills you.”

New Lesson Helps 
from Broadman

Broadman Comments, 1970
Don B. Harbuck, Hugh R. Peterson, 
Howard P. Colson
A practical help in preparing each In
ternational Sunday School Lesson in 
1970. It contains brief teaching outlines 
with word studies, historical facts, and 
complete explanations. Lesson studies 
include Bible passage, life-centered in
troduction, application for everyday 
living, and expanded teaching sugges
tions. $3.25

Points for Emphasis, 1970
Clifton J. Allen
The only pocket-size commentary on the 
International Sunday School Lessons. 
Each lesson treatment contains full Bible 
text, brief exposition, truths to live by, 
and references for daily Bible readings. 
Comprehensive and well organized, its 
size is only 3%"x5". $1.25

Available at your
Baptist Book Store

broadman press
127 Ninth Avenue, North
Nashville. Tenn. 37203
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Sunday School Lesson for November 23, 1969—By W. R. White 
Life and Work Series

LAWS TO BE LIVED BY
Basic Passages: Isaiah 58:1 to 59:3; Psalm 
Focal Passages: Isaiah 58:1-8; 59:1-2

In dealing with man in his early stages 
of existence God naturally dealt with him 
in a very simple approach. The laws were 
few and very elementary. However, there 
had to be some rules to direct the game 
of life even then.

With the growth and maturing experience 
of man the Lord presented His laws in a 
graduation scale. As life became more com
plex and interrelated laws became more 
intricate particularly in application.

The great basic laws for human behavior 
are expressed in the form of the Ten Com
mandments. A high concept of these laws 
on a positive basis is found even in the 
Pentateuch—total love for God and loving 
others as one’s self.

Jesus fulfilled the law in every aspect 
exemplifying its meaning on the highest 
level. Paul taught that one word in its un
inhibited expression fulfills the whole law.

The law as revealed in its highest expres
sion gives us adequate guidelines to live by.

EMPTY ACTIVITIES
Isaiah 58:1-2

The prophetic trumpet was to be sounded 
out loudly against all the transgressions and 
sins of the chosen people. Yet they were 
very enthusiastically aggressive in religious 
services and activities.

They were mainly external activities of 
a religious nature. God was not pleased 
with it and treated it all as another form 
of sin and transgression. It was so hollow 
and shallow. They had a name to live but 
were dead. These was much wind, lightning, 
and thunder but little rain.

O yes, they considered themselves just 
and upright citizens. They had a rather 
exact, technical righteousness. They imag
ined themselves as very impressive as they 
made their frequent approach to God in 
worship.

FUTILE FASTING
Isaiah 58:6-8

They were very much disappointed that 
their elaborate ceremonies of fasting had 
not attracted the sincere attention of the 
Lord nor elicited His favor. They were giv
ing themselves to very arduous exercises 
of fasting but seemingly to no avail.

The Lord made it very clear that their 
severely abject forms of fasting were not 
enough. Their behavior otherwise betrayed 
their sincerity. It was extremely rigorous 
but very barren in producing the right kind 
of living. The inner posture of the soul was

119:1-8 

wrong. Fasting may nurture and deepen the 
proper attitude of soul but it does not 
produce it. It certainly is no substitute for 
it.

RELIGION WITH RESULTS
Isaiah 58:6-8

It is easier to be ceremonially religious 
than truly righteous. It seems so natural 
for man to become enamored with the form 
and forget the fact which it symbolizes. All 
religions that are of much age drift from 
their pristine purity. This includes the 
Christian faith. In most religions of great 
impact gain as they return to their original 
norm. This is so true of the biblical faith.

The human element tends to erode and 
corrode all great beliefs. In time it becomes 
very obvious. Over this Christ had His great 
confrontation with the Pharisees and Sad
ducees.

The prophet Isaiah laid bare the pretense 
and sham of the worship of the people of 
Israel. Form had replaced fact, shadow had 
eclipsed substance, and ritualism had be
come a substitute for righteousness.

In the giving of the law to Moses Jeho
vah made adequate provision for the poor, 
unfortunate, like widows and the fatherless, 
and the stranger. Along with generous char
ity there was a form of self-help prescribed. 
A special tithe was set aside. They were 
also permitted to gather gleanings of the 
harvest, etc.

In this Scripture political and economic 
justice are enjoined as expressions of reli
gious sincerity. Beautiful in the sight of God 
were compassionate hearts and liberal 
hands.

The good, the godly, and the generous 
will emerge from obscurity into noonday 
splendor in the sight of God.

Neither godliness nor generosity is a 
substitute for the other. They should be in
dissolubly linked together. True godliness 
will produce real generosity. In fact in time, 
if true godliness declines so will healthy 
generosity.

There is a type of generosity that comes 
from a natural pity or as the overflow of 
true godliness. However, an adequate spirit 
and will in behalf of justice and human 
need, will not obtain when true godliness 
wanes.

The Jew of today has departed from 
many of his ancient instructions and dis
ciplines but charity and a sense of justice 
linger with many of them. Rarely ever do 
the poor among them have to depend on

Texas Baptists Veto Loans 
For Schools, Institutions

SAN ANTONIO—Texas Baptists over
whelmingly voted down federal loans for 
their institutions after heated debate, cast
ing a 1203 to 728 verdict against a pro
posal which would have allowed Texas 
Baptist institutions to secure long-term low- 
interest government loans for building con
structions.

A parade of speakers offered impassioned 
pleas, pro and con, on the federal aid 
issue until J. Fred Swank, a Fort Worth 
pastor, successfully moved for consideration 
of the previous question, opening the way 
for a vote on the recommendation.

“All these speeches are fine,” Swank told 
applauding messengers, “but they won’t 
change the opinion of any of us.”

Howard E. Butt, Jr., of Corpus Christi, 
Tex., opened the debate with a vigorous 
speech opposing the recommendation.

In regard to a portion of the recom
mendation stipulating that the institutions 
would voluntarily reimburse the govern
ment the additional amount of interest to 
cover subsidy involved, Butt had this com
ment: “That sounds like guilt money in 
advance.”

James Flamming, a pastor from Abilene, 
Tex., took exception to Butt’s position, re
marking that his comments had insulted 
sincere Christians on the other side of the 
issue.

“Secularism of society is our real enemy 
today,” Flamming said. “Without strongly 
supported Christian education, we can’t 
fight secularism,” he added.

The convention elected as its president 
Jimmy R. Allen, pastor of San Antonio’s 
First Baptist Church, a long-time advocate 
of both separation of church and state, and 
a balance between social action and evan
gelism. (BP)

BEAM NAMED DEVELOPMENT
HEAD AT GARDNER-WEBB

BOILING SPRINGS, N.C.—John Beam, 
former dean of students at Belmont Abbey 
College in Belmont, N.C., has been named 
director of development for Gardner-Webb 
College here.

A graduate of Western Carolina Univer
sity, Cullowhee, N.C., and George Peabody 
College, Nashville, Beam has also been in
volved in public school education in several 
North Carolina high schools, and for nine 
years was with the Peerless Spinning Corp., 
Lowell, N.C. (BP) 

public charity. Most of the unfortunate 
among them are enabled by them to be
come productive.

There are some very wealthy Jews who 
forget and exploit, but a choice few among 
them have great concern for social justice 
and oppressed minorities. The old prophets 
though dead yet speak.
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By W. Fred Kendall

It is a real joy to report to you that Ten
nessee Baptists set a fine record in giving 
and closed out our fiscal year with a real 

victory. We reached the 
budget and passed be
yond it by $6,090.80. 
The increase in giving 
over the last convention 
year was $179,137.43. 
The total amount given 
was $5,451,090.80.

This means that the 
budget was planned near 
the potential of giving for 
the year and that our 
money was working all 
the year by making a 

larger budget and not accumulating a large 
surplus. This is what the Tennessee Baptist 
Program had hoped they were doing last 
year when they projected a large step for
ward. They felt that it would be best to 
make the larger budgets and keep our 
money working than to make a smaller 
budget and let it accumulate into a large 
surplus as it has done for the last two years. 

The budget which is being recommended 
to the Tennessee Baptist Convention by the 
Executive Board next week is also a chal
lenging one. It will call for a total of $5,- 
675,000. This will be an increase of $230,- 
000 over this year. To make this budget 
means that the churches will need to give 
$224,000 more than they gave this year. 
This is about the average yearly increase 
for the last twenty-five years. In fact, it is 
a little more since that average for the last 
twenty years is $201,874.28. Since we 
have grown considerably we should show a 
greater increase than this average.

It will be more difficult to anticipate the 
projections of budgets for the next few 
years for several reasons. The money market 
is still being affected by inflation. High 
prices, the increasing cost of living, high 
interest rates on all building or growth ex
pansion, and the impending threat of tax
ation of churches all complicates the picture 
of church financing.

Tennessee Baptists have been making 
steady progress in stewardship growth in 
the churches. We still have a great potential 
in giving, and I was in one association which 
had a report that showed that only one of 
ten resident members tithed. We have a very 
great number of church members who do 
not give any thing near a tithe.

As we enter into the new decade of the 
70’s there seems to be a new spirit of en
thusiasm and a desire for real progress in 
all of our work. As we begin this new con
vention year, will you join me in daily

Michigan Baptists Commend 
Nixon Vietnam Peace Move

ST. CLAIR SHORES, Mich.—The Bap
tist State Convention of Michigan com
mended President Richard M. Nixon for his 
efforts to find a peaceful solution to the 
Vietnam War, adopting a resolution that 
also deplored the loss of human life in the 
war.

The convention urged the President to 
“go to any length to try to reach a peaceful 
solution to this conflict,” and praised the 
President and other government leaders for 
their past efforts.

Messengers attending the convention af
firmed “that we are peace loving people, 
and deplore the destruction of the life of 
any persons, for all are precious in the sight 
of God.”

The resolution also pledged Baptist 
prayers for the President and other leaders, 
and expressed appreciation for the military 
services seeking to preserve American herit
age and opportunities.

In other actions, the convention adopted 
a record budget, elected a new president, 
and adopted several other resolutions, in
cluding opposition to possible legislation in 
Michigan to provide tax funds for parochial 
schools as proposed by the governor.

Budget for 1970 adopted by the conven
tion totals $764,168, an increase of $30,000 
over the 1969 budget. Of the total amount, 
$66,759 or 20 per cent, goes to Southern 
Baptist world mission causes.

Elected as new president of the conven
tion was Jimmy Jones, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Trenton, Mich. (BP)

SILER DECLINES; MILBURN NAMED 
OKLAHOMA CHILD CARE EXECUTIVE

OKLAHOMA CITY—In a called meet
ing, the Board of Directors for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma elected 
Lowell D. Milburn, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Shawnee, Okla., as executive 
director of the convention’s department of 
child care.

T. T. Crabtree, chairman of the commit
tee, told the board that Forest Siler, pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Lawton, Okla., 
had declined the position after he had been 
elected three weeks earlier. His election 
had been announced publicly earlier.

Milburn suceeds H. Truman Maxey who 
has directed Oklahoma Baptists’ child care 
ministry for the past 35 years. Maxey re
tires Dec. 31. The homes provide for 230 
children in two institutions with a staff of 
60 persons.

Milburn is a native of Texas, and a grad
uate of Baylor university and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological seminary, Fort Worth. 
(BP) 

prayer that this may be one of our very 
best years in every way and that this decade 
may bring revival and a renewal in spiritual 
depth in all of our land.

Historically
From the files

0 YEARS AGO
The amount of money raised by 

Tennessee Baptists for all causes for 
the year is as follows: State Missions, 
$56,866.35; Foreign Missions, $63,- 
478.43; Home Missions, $40,520.68; 
Orphans’ Home, $37,514.62; Minis
terial Relief, $4052.16; Memorial 
Hospital, $6536.91; debts on schools, 
$104,087.89; Christian education, 
$20,788.50; and report for Carson 
and Newman college, $304,000 (re
ported but not handled by treasurer) 
—all for a total of $637,297.54.

20 YEARS AGO
Joe Sims has been elected superin

tendent emeritus of the Sunday School 
at First church, Lawrenceburg, hav
ing served in that capacity for 40 
years.

The Baptist Sunday School Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
has voted to match dollar for dollar, 
up to $100,000, any money raised in 
harmony with the business and fi
nancial plan of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to assist getting the 
Glorieta Baptist assembly in New 
Mexico started.

10 YEARS AGO;
Theodore F. Adams, pastor, First ;

Baptist church, Richmond, Va., for 23 
years, and president of the Baptist 
World Alliance, has been selected to 
receive the 1960 annual Upper Room 
Citation for outstanding contributions 
to world Christian fellowship. The 
citation was presented Adams during 
the 25th anniversary party (in Rich
mond) of the Upper Room, bi-month
ly devotional guide published by the 
Methodist Board of Evangelism (in 
Nashville) in 31 languages and 37 
editions.

A really 'Safe' Place
SCARBOROUGH, Ont. — Burglars hit 

the jackpot here when they turned the 
pages of a family Bible. School bus driver 
Thomas Williamson said his house was 
looted of $3500 in cash, including three 
$1000 bills hidden in the pages of the fam
ily Bible.

Williamson explained that he buys and 
sells cars and often needs ready cash.

“I never thought anyone would look in 
the Bible,” he said. (RNS)
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Excerpts From Convention Address:

President's Address- 
Tom Madden

WE ARE ABLE— 
LET US BE WILLING

... As I looked at all of our churches, our 
institutions, in our Tennessee Baptist Con
ventions, I am convinced that God has 
blessed us because of two things. First of 
all, because of evangelism. Our fathers be
fore us have recognized that people with
out Jesus have been lost and only Jesus 
Christ could save them. Last June, little 
Dennis Martin, a little seven-year-old boy 
was lost in the Smoky Mountains. Thou
sands of people converged upon the area 
where they thought he was lost to search 
for him. Tens of thousands of dollars were 
spent, parents went without sleep, churches 
opened their doors of provide lodging for 
them. Why? Simply because a little boy 
was lost. I join my prayers with thousands 
of other in concern that this little boy 
might yet be found. He is still lost. Through
out all of the agony and anxiety the thought 
kept ringing in my mind, there are other 
boys and girls lost too. God help us to find 
them and bring them to Jesus.

Along with our debt to evangelism, to 
recognize every one of the members of our 
Tennessee Baptist Convention who have at 
one time acknowledged Christ as Saviour 
and Lord and have been buried with Him 
in New Testament baptism, I submit to you 
that the second great thing among us is 
that of fellowship. Here is a miracle that 
many people do not understand. Last year 
our Tennessee Baptist people gave more 
than $5,451,090.00. We gave to our budget 
of Tennessee Baptists five and a half mil
lion dollars plus designated gifts. No quota 
was set, no statements were made, but sim
ply by cooperating together, willingly, thrill- 
ingly and loyally, our people banned to
gether to give and to support and under
write this program.

I would like to make an observation or 
two as we look towards the close of this 
little speech. I would like for you to say 
on behalf of our Tennessee Baptists an ap
preciation to our Tennessee Baptist Hos
pitals. We are in the healing ministry as 
Tennessee Baptists until Jesus Christ re
turns. I have been grateful to hear again 
and again that there isn’t the slightest in
dication that Tennessee Baptists ever mean 
to give up their hospitals. We have the 
finest, ablest administrators that can be 
found in the entire world. They are loyal 
to their local churches and to our denomi
nation.

I could earnestly wish that we might even 
enlarge our ministry until we might estab
lish some type of institutions for caring for 
our elderly people. We have no funds for 
this. We have no plans for this. However,

I could wish that some strong church, some 
association, might somewhere begin a home 
for the aged. I am speaking now on behalf 
of all of us. We are all confronted with the 
fact that we are either going to get old 
or we are going to die. I speak on behalf 
of the ministers of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. Speaking personally, I have by 
choice been in the Ministers Retirement for 
almost as long as I have been in the min
istry. I have been coerced into joining Social 
Security. If I live until retirement age, I 
will have two retirement policies. I cer
tainly do not want to be a burden to any 
church or to my children. I think I would 
be delighted to have the privilege of mov
ing into an area where there are fellow 
preachers, fellow Christians, that I have 
served with and prayed with and we could 
fellowship with. I simply lay this on your 
heart, that we minister to boys and girls, 
we minister to our young people in our col
leges, we have our great hospitals to heal 
with but we have not yet recognized the 
needs of our aged. I believe that this would 
be an area that we could move in without 
any outlay of cash and one that would pay 
its own way. Who knows, but out of this 
great group of aging people would come 
insurance policies, endowments, bequests 
could be made that would enhance even our 
colleges and other institutions that so des
perately need finances. Would you think 
about it and pray with me about it?

CONVENTION SERMON— 
BRUCE COYLE
MODERN ANSWER TO AN 
ANCIENT PRAYER
. . . As we convene here in our 95th annual 
Tennessee Baptist Convention we know we 
are facing crises in our church, our 
communities and civilization. We are stand
ing at crossroads created by crisis. The 
crossroads of crisis where a decisive re
sponse must be made, either a response 
which leads to the recovery of man or fail
ing to make the right decision which will in 
turn lead to the destruction of man. We 
have been informed by the best publications 
of our convention of the dimensions of this 
crisis. We are being confronted as servants 
of Christ with the challenge to address our
selves to the problems of this age and to 
seek constructively to answer them.

Though we are not now surrounded by 
an army advancing with rifles and bayonets 
drawn, our struggle even so is one of life 
and death proportions. The challenge that 
lies before us is so gigantic in dimensions 
that it defies us to seek even to describe 
it in clear terms. The scientist, the secular 
writer, the concerned saint, all constantly 
feed us material to give an understanding 
of the needs of this age. Truly the 70’s are 
upon us and the dawning light of that gen
eration is breaking through even now into 
the late fall months of 1969. How shall we 

address ourselves to the many needs and 
problems of the coming day?

Yet, I know, as you know, our need in this 
hour is not identifying or describing the 
crisis. Our great need is determining how 
we shall respond to this crisis. If we do not 
guard our heart we will be like a sputtering 
computer—over programmed with more 
facts and figures than we can assimilate— 
and too little time to do anything more 
than short-circuit ourselves out of service. 
In other words, we can respond as the 
prophets’ servant. Know the facts but fail to 
know how to react. I am concerned lest 
we come to the crossroads of crisis and be
come paralyzed through fear. Standing there 
as his servant saying, “What shall we do? 
What shall we do?” J. B. Phillips makes a 
statement which may be characteristic of 
us. “We can be overcome by a most terri
fying darkness and reduced to a sense of 
inadequacy amounting to near despair!”

For this reason I plead today for you to 
join me in asking God for a Modern 
Answer to This Ancient Prayer, “Lord, 
open the eyes of thy servants that they 
may see.” From the position of strength 
derived from spiritual vision the prophet of 
old prayed this ancient prayer whose 
modern answer we desperately need as we 
face the challenge of the 70’s.

When we consider the life of Jesus we 
discover the strength of faith. His life was 
one of trial and repeated crisis. How awe
some was the demand upon him to ac
complish God’s will and how costly was his 
personal sacrifice to redeem man. Jesus 
never argued for the existence of God.

With the confrontation of changing ide
ologies and philosophies, facing the change 
of moral values and changing value systems, 
seeing marked spiritual apathy today, we 
need an unwavering faith, a gift to us from 
God. Hebrews 11 tells us, “Faith is the as
surance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen. Without faith it is im
possible to please God, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Him.” We need the strength of faith 
that gives us a conviction of the reality of 
the unseen. We need the strength of faith 
that gives us a confidence of the ultimate 
victory of God’s work. So that we out of 
such strength will commit ourselves without 
reservation and without fear to the service 
of our Lord Daniel Poling says in a recent 
book, “It is underachievement that is kill
ing the church, tiny faith, dwarfted hope, 
diluted love and this is but a sickening diet 
of what the church might and should be.” 
Oh, how we pray today at the beginning of 
this our 95th annual convention of Tennes
see Baptists..........“Lord, give us a modern 
answer to this ancient prayer, open our eyes 
that we may see.” And part of that seeing 
will be a sharing in the vitality of faith. 
Then we shall rise to the occasion and 
say, “This is the victory that overcomes 
the world, even our faith.” . . .
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