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A CHILDISH QUESTION
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 
the kingdom to Israel?”—Acts 1:6

What did the disciples mean by the “king
dom?” Was it an earthly Messianic kingdom 
in which Christ would overthrow the Ro
mans, and in which Israel with Him would 
rule the world? This was the current pop
ular belief. Some hold that the disciples 
after the resurrection had grasped the idea 
of a spiritual kingdom. However, the con
text seems to favor the former.

In Matthew 21:43 Jesus had said that the 
“kingdom of God shall be taken from you 
[Jews], and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof.” So the apostles asked if 
Jesus would now restore again the kingdom 
to Israel. The word rendered restore again 
means to restore to its former state.

The verb rendered “asked” is an imper
fect tense. It means that they kept on ask
ing. The disciples were like little children 
who ask repeatedly for something. It would 
appear that Jesus sought to ignore the ques
tion, as a parent sometimes does in hope 
that the child will forget it.

Finally, when He could ignore it no 
longer, Jesus replied, “It is not for you to 
know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power” or 
“authority” (v. 7). “Times and seasons”
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may read “periods and points.” The details 
as to the Lord’s return and the final con
summation of the kingdom are in God’s au
thority, not man’s.

It is not the Christian’s responsibility to 
figure out these things. His responsibility 
is to help bring the kingdom in human 
hearts through declaring the gospel (v. 8). 
We should be busy doing what God has 
decreed that only we can do. We should 
leave the matter of the consummation of 
God's redemptive purpose to Him. For 
He alone can accomplish this.

Former Tennessee Pastor 
Succumbs In Georgia

Emory L. Williams, former Tennessee 
pastor, died recently in Athens, Ga., at the 
age of 60.

Having grown up in Newnan, Ga., Wil
liams served churches in Georgia and Ten
nessee as pastor.

Tennessee churches he served include 
Woodland Park church, Chattanooga, 1938- 
1948, where he led the church in an $85,- 
000 building program and Bell Avenue 
church, Knoxville, where he led in a 
$1,000,000 building program and where 
2700 persons united with the church. He 
served Bell Avenue for 16 years.

pulpit
By Jim Griffith

On this Thanksgiving Day, 1969, I 
am:

Thankful, as one first grader said, 
that I am not a turkey.

Thankful for the gift of life here 
and in the hereafter.

Thankful for those who speak out 
on the issues of our day, but who do 
not mistake “fire” for illumination.

Thankful for God’s artistry in 
making a tree and then dressing it 
in leaves of living color.

Thankful for the blessing of little 
children and for the patience to en
dure these “blessings.”

Thankful for the enthusiasm of the 
young and for the wisdom of the old.

Thankful that gratitude is still in 
the vocabulary of some who have not 
forgotten how to say, “thank you.”

Devotional

Unusual Faith
By O. Wyndell Jones, Pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Trenton

Most everything we do calls for a type 
of faith. We believe the automobile will 
carry us on a journey; we believe the Jet 

Jones

will carry us safely for 
many miles; but man has 
difficulty in seeing his 
need of expressing faith 
in Christ. People make 
purchases which are 
rather large and they 
have faith in themselves 
and their employer that 
everything will go well 
in order for them to 
make the payments.

Faith in Christ for 
salvation calls for one to

see himself in a helpless condition. Many 
people will not admit this and as a result 
they do not see their need of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said in John 4:39, 40 that men be
lieve the Scripture will save them, but they 
really do not believe the scripture because 
it points men to Christ. There is no life 
outside of Christ. The only way men can 
have life is to believe what the scripture 
says about Christ.

Men were told that they did not really 
believe what Moses said because he wrote 
of the Saviour. Life in Christ calls for an 
unusual faith and that faith is totally ex
pressed in Jesus Christ.

We are told that God will judge the 
world by the standards of Christ and not 
be ours. This should be enough to let us 
know that we will not be permitted into 
eternal life on the basis of what we think 
is good.

The faith that Jesus talks about is not 
doing good toward your neighbor; it is ac
cepting, on the authority of God’s word, 
your need of a Saviour and responding to 
that need by fully accepting Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour and Lord.

The unusual faith is a gift and it grows 
when cultivated by following the com
mandments of Christ. There is no conflict 
between what Paul says and what James 
has to say. Faith comes, then it grows by 
activity. We are to exemplify the activity of 
the Saviour through our lives.

You have never known the unusual life 
until you express an unusual faith in Jesus 
Christ.
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(Condensed from Baptist Press Reports).

Other State Conventions In The News
Mississippi Baptists Commend 
Civil Rights Act Compliance

JACKSON, Miss.—The Mississippi Bap
tist Convention commended the action of 
trustees for Baptist institutions in the state in 
signing the Federal Assurance of Com
pliance to the Civil Rights Act for the pur
pose of “securing aid for individuals”.

At the same time, however, the conven
tion declined to instruct the trustees of its 
insitutions in any matter of policy, but 
urged the trustees “not to accept federal aid 
for the institutions themselves.”

The convention approved a substitute mo
tion for a resolution regarding the action of 
Mississippi college. In signing the Com
pliance, the convention voted to “commend 
the trustees of the institution in their at
tempt to help individuals in their respective 
institutions.”

But trustees were “urged to refrain from 
accepting federal government aid for the in
stitutions themselves.”

All four convention-owned colleges and 
the Mississippi Baptist hospital have signed 
the Civil Rights Compliance.

Virginia Baptists Adopt Vast 
Restructure, Defeat Two Items

ROANOKE, Va.—The Baptist General 
Association of Virginia, after nearly 14 
hours of sometimes heated debate, adopted 
the report of its Committee of Twenty- 
four, but only after defeating two major 
sections, including the most controversial 
one on relationships and support of its 
seven educational institutions.

The Committee of Twenty-four, charged 
with studying the overall structure and work 
of the association, had recommended that 
financial support of the Baptist schools be 
reduced, that the capital needs section of the 
budget supporting the schools be ended by 
1971, and that financial aid to the schools 
support specific Christian ministries, such 
as Bible and religion classes, chaplains, stu
dent religious organization, etc.

Arizona Baptists Vote 
To Sell Hospitals

TEMPE, Ariz.—The Arizona Southern 
Baptist Convention voted itself out of the 
hospital business during its state conven
tion meeting at the Southside Baptist church 
here.

The vote was 133-125, a majority of only 
eight votes, for selling the Baptist hospitals 
at Phoenix, Scottsdale, and Yuma, and for 
selling land owned by the convention in 

Tucson, which was to be used for a Bap
tist hospital site.

Thus the conviction is now in the proc
ess of negotiating sale of these institutions.

In effect, the decision rescinds an earlier 
action taken during a special called session 
of the convention in September when mes
sengers voted 422-208 to keep the hospitals 
instead of selling them.

Debate on the issue raged for two days, 
and after the 133 to 125 vote, a motion was 
made the following day to rescind the ac
tion of the previous day to sell the hospitals. 
The proposal to rescind the action failed, 
however, by a vote of 145-125, a margin of 
20 votes compared to the previous eight
vote margin. It would have required a two- 
thirds majority to reverse the previous ac
tion.

Kansas Approves Program 
To Meet Financial Crisis

WICHITA, Kan.—The Kansas Conven
tion of Southern Baptists overwhelmingly 
approved plans projected by its manage
ment board in an effort to overcome a fi
nancial crisis, giving the management board 
a standing ovation when the plan was pre
sented.

A positive spirit prevailed throughout the 
convention, and the messengers were con
fident that the convention was on the way 
to solving its problems, said Robert Hob
son, acting editor of the Baptist Digest and 
member of the management board. “The 
spirit was just tremendous,” he said.

Sen. Lester Arvin, a Wichita attorney and 
state legislator who is chairman of the man
agement board, traced the history of the 
$1.6 million indebtedness that left the con
vention’s Church Loan Association insol
vent, and then outlined a three-point plan 
for over coming the $1.6 million indebted
ness.

Louisiana Convention Votes 
Sever Ties With Hospital

BATON ROUGE—The Louisiana Bap
tist Convention, after heated debate, voted 
257 to 160 to release the Baton Rouge Gen
eral hospital to become a separate inter
denominational institution independent of 
Baptist ownership and control.

The majority of the messengers seemed 
to feel that the hospital could better serve 
the area if monies not available under Bap
tist restrictions concerning separation of 
church and state could be accepted by the 
hospital under new ownership.

The action brings to an end Baptist op
eration of the hospital for the past 29 years. 
The convention took over the hospital in 
1940 when it was a small, 50-bed institution 
struggling for survival. It was originally 
owned by the city of Baton Rouge.

Under Baptist operation, the hospital has 
grown to a 400-bed institution with a re
placement value of $18 million.

Florida Keeps Stetson 
In Budget By Five Votes

MIAMI—In a stormy session, the Florida 
Baptist Convention debated for nearly three 
hours whether to keep Stetson university’s 
$310,000 allocation in its 1970 budget, and 
finally approved the allocation by only five 
votes.

In another major action, the convention 
voted to appoint two committees to study 
the convention’s relationship with Stetson 
and another Baptist school operated by the 
Palm-Lake Baptist Association, the Palm 
Beach Atlantic College in West Palm Beach, 
Fla.

The budget allocation to Stetson was chal
lenged with a motion by Don Manuel of 
Allapattah Baptist Church in Miami, asking 
that the $310,000 to Stetson be deleted 
from the proposed 1970 budget.

After nearly three hours’ debate, Manuel’s 
motion was defeated by a slim 382-377 vote.

Georgia Federal Aid Debate 
Delays Decision Till 1970

ATLANTA—The Georgia Baptist Con
vention, plagued by annual debates over 
government funds for Baptist institutions— 
and Mercer university in particular—will 
have to deal with the issue again next year.

At its 1969 session, here Mercer and its 
federal aid policies were almost the sole 
topic of discussion and debate. The final 
outcome of the 1969 convention was a 
compromise motion which continues the 
matter for another year.

Mercer trustees consumed more than one 
hour of convention time explaining their 
action of last February in which they ap
plied for three federal construction grants, 
totaling $570,000, despite three convention 
votes in the past five years against any tax 
monies for Georgia Baptist institutions.

The essence of the trustee explanation was 
a reaffirmation of the autonomy of the 
trustees, and assertion that their action was 
“not flauntive of the convention,” but a 
necessary action in light of financial pres
sures.

(Continued on Page 7)
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EDITORIALS

Thanksgiving 1969
A season for rejoicing; a season of Thanksgiving. Our 

God has blessed us as individuals and as a nation far 
beyond that which we might have reason to expect, and 
far beyond that which we deserve.

As a nation—two hundred million strong, we have 
been blessed with life, health, and much of this world’s 
goods. We thank God that we live in this nation under 
the system of government which is ours. Imperfections 
—yes. Pain, misery for some, and tensions exist, par
ticularly between the races. This we acknowledge. How
ever, when we view America today in comparison with 
other nations of the world, it takes little imagination to 
realize that the blessings of God, undeserved as they are, 
continue to abide upon us.

Sorrow still is with us. We must not forget in the midst 
of a peaceful Thanksgiving at home that America still 
fights a war in Southeast Asia which is costly. The cost 
is measured first in the lives which have been lost, and in 
the injured who all their days will carry reminders that 
they made sacrifices in the name of a free nation. And, 
at the dinner table this year, there will be the empty chairs 
—grim reminders of the supreme sacrifice made in the 
name of freedom. While we give thanks for the peace 
at home, we do so in the knowledge that we still are 
engaged in a war the end of which is nowhere in sight, 
and the cost of which drains our national economy more 
each day.

Thanksgiving 1969—We do thank God for the love of 
our loved ones, for His watchcare over us, and we pray 
that His blessings might abide with us continually. In 
this prayer we must add the hope that we might be worthy 
of these blessings.

Dismissed For Witnessing
In California, a high school student was dismissed from 

school. Dismissal came because he “witnessed” concern
ing Christ to a schoolmate during the lunch hour. The 
principal told him to stop or be dismissed. He continued. 
He was sent home. We believe the student had an in
herent right to express his faith in God at school or 
anywhere else. We hope that if this is a test of faith in 
California, or anywhere else, that the student might con
tinue to do that which he feels is right and necessary. We 
hope that each of us has the fortitude to do the same 
despite threats of any type!

Page 4

Tax Suit Under Advisement
The Supreme Court of the United States now has under 

advisement arguments in a suit which will likely have a 
marked impact upon the practice of not taxing property 
of churches and religious institutions in this country. 
Should the High Court rule against the plaintiffs in the 
Walz suit, presumably the tax-free privileges of religious 
structures will be retained, at least for the time being.

Should the High Court rule in favor of the plaintiffs, 
the whole question of taxation of church property will be 
thrown wide open. Several religious organizations, in
cluding Americans United, have entered briefs as friends 
of the court in opposition to the views of the plaintiff. 
Presumably a verdict for the plaintiff would mean that 
sooner or later, every Baptist church and all other 
churches would pay property taxes on their church facili
ties and on pastoriums. The properties of agencies and 
institutions such as the Sunday School Board also would 
be subject to property tax.

Baptists and other religious bodies will await the court’s 
decision with interest and concern.

Saith the Lord

Baptist And Reflector



Foreign Mission Board Joins 
Baptist Press News Network

RICHMOND—The Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
will join the Baptist Press news network 
effective Jan. 1, 1970, with creation of a 
Baptist press bureau here to cover foreign 
missions news around the world.

W. C. Fields, director of Baptist Press 
with offices in Nashville, and Jesse Fletcher, 
director of the missions support division of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, made the announcement jointly.

Fletcher, as acting public relations direc
tor for the board, will serve as bureau chief 
for Baptist Press here until the board elects 
a public relations director in the mission 
support division, said Fields.

Baptist Press, the daily news service 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
also has regional offices in Atlanta, 
Dalias and Washington, and a bureau 
at the Sunday School Board in Nash
ville. The national office, which Fields 
directs, is connected with the Executive 
Committee of the SBC.
Both Fletcher and Fields said they felt 

the new Baptist Press bureau here will be 
a “significant step forward for all of us,” and 
will “add a new dimension to the denomi
nation’s total outreach.”

Fletcher said plans call for increased ef
forts to cover Baptist foreign mission efforts 
on an international scale.

Copy will be sent by teletypewriter ex
change (TWX) from the Richmond bureau 
to the national office in Nashville where it 
will be edited for Baptist Press style and 
distributed to news media across the coun
try, as. well as abroad.

In the past, the Foreign Mission Board 
has maintained its own news service, rather 
than channeling its news through Baptist 
Press.

Fields said that the opening of the 
bureau here would greatly strengthen 
Baptist Press as a total denominational 
news service, providing coverage of one 
of the most important aspects of the 
entire denomination’s program—for
eign missions.
Fletcher said that he felt that the wide 

acceptance of Baptist Press would enable 
the Foreign Mission Board to receive 
broader news coverage in the future.

Fletcher added that when the board ap
proved creation of the Baptist Press bureau, 
they also elected Miss Ione Gray, director 
of press relations, to the newly-created posi
tion of international editor and writer. Mike 
Dixon is senior editor on the press rela
tions staff.

Earlier, the board had approved the em
ployment of a director of public relations, 
but Fletcher said that the board felt the 
relationship with Baptist Press was impor
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tant enough to establish even before the 
public relations director had been employed.

As the new service for the denomination, 
Baptist: Press is sent to the editors of Bap
tist state papers across the country, the 
religion editors of more than 100 daily 
newspapers, national news media, and radio 
and television stations with religious news
casts.

Homecoming Slated 
At Belmont Dec. 6

The fourteenth homecoming at Belmont 
college will be observed Dec. 6. Students, 
alumni, members of the board of trustees 
and the faculty will participate according 
to Dr. Herbert C. Gabhart, president.

Main event of the homecoming will be a 
basketball game at 2:00 p.m., in the college 
gymnasium between the Belmont Rebels and 
the Carson-Newman College Eagles. The 
homecoming queen and her attendants will 
be presented during half-time ceremonies 
of the game.

Miss Jennie Lee Poag, of Old Hickory, 
a senior at Belmont has been elected home- 
coming queen for 1969-70.

A carnival, which will demonstrate skills 
of the student participants, will be held on 
Friday from 3:30-6:00 p.m., and again on 
Saturday from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Awards 
will be given for winners in each of the 
events. Pep rally and bonfire will highlight 
Friday evening, Dec. 5, on the athletic 
field.

A brunch on Saturday at 10:00 o’clock in 
Acklen Hall will honor the homecoming 
queen and her attendants, their relatives and 
former homecoming queens and special 
guests.

Following the game an informal open 
house for the alumni, faculty and their fam
ilies, sponsored by the Belmont Faculty 
Christian Fellowship, will be held in the 
faculty house.

A business meeting of the Belmont Alum
ni Association will be held at 5:00 p.m., in 
Harton Hall, and the Alumni banquet will 
be at 6:00 p.m., in the College Dining 
Room, honoring the class of 1965. New 
officers will be announced and installed and 
an outstanding alumnus named.

Climaxing homecoming will be the ap
pearance of “Little Anthony and the Im
perials” at 8:00 p.m. in the Belmont 
Gymnasium. The concert is open to the 
public. Tickets available from Belmont col
lege; general admission, $3.00: reserved 
seats, $4.00.

Not Guilty, Hughey Says
John David Hughey III, 22, son of Dr. 

J. D. Hughey, secretary for Europe and 
the Middle East for the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, has entered a plea 
of not guilty of charges of conspiring to 
destroy government property in recent 
bombings and bomb threats in New York 
City. He was arrested by the FBI on Nov. 
13.

A hearing has been set for Dec. 5, and the 
youth is currently free under $20,000 bond.

Immediately after young Hughey’s arrest 
last week, Dr. and Mrs. Hughey went to 
New York to be near their son. In an open 
letter to friends and colleagues expressing 
appreciation for their prayers and support, 
Dr. Hughey said: “David’s lawyers told us 
we can be confident he is not guilty of the 
charges against him. . . . One of them de
scribed him as an idealist who is utterly 
sincere and completely selfless.”

Dr. Hughey added, “We have had little 
contact with David since he dropped out 
of Duke University (where he was enroled 
for one semester) in January, 1966. At that 
time he said he had to be free to live his 
own life.”

David, one of four children, spent 12 
years in Switzerland where his father served 
as a missionary. He was graduated from 
high school in Richmond, Va., where he 
maintained a B average, as he did while at 
Duke. After leaving the university, David 
went to New York. He made no contact 
with his parents, though they wrote to him 
regularly.

Young Hughey faces a possible sentence 
of five years in prison.

Woman's Missionary Union
Names Two Field Workers

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—Two field serv
ices personnel, one from Louisiana and the 
other from Illinois, have been named to the 
staff of the Southern Baptist Woman’s Mis
sionary Union (WMU).

Miss Aline Fuselier, director of Young 
Woman’s Auxiliary and Sunbeam Band for 
the Louisiana Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union, will become Young Woman’s Auxil
iary (YWA) director for the national or
ganization, o

Miss Evelyn Tully, currently Girls’ Auxil
iary director for the WMU in Illinois, will 
become Girls’ Auxiliary director for the 
national WMU.

Under the new organization plan which 
takes effect in October, 1970, Miss Fuselier 
will specialize in work with Baptist Young 
Women, ages 18-29, and Miss Tully will 
direct work with Acteens, organization for 
girls ages 12-17.

Both assume their new duties here Dee. 1. 
(BP)
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PROBLEMS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
(One of a series)

Indiana Baptists Adopt 
Sex, Doctrine Resolutions

God and the Trained Mind
By T. B. Maston 

Retired Professor of Christian Ethics 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

God will use in a special way the trained 
mind that is dedicated to his work in the 
world. This means that the child of God 
should secure the best training available for 
the work to which he feels led of the Lord. 
A part of his total stewardship responsi
bility includes his mind, its training, and 
his vocation.

As stewards we are not responsible for 
ability we do not have or for training 
beyond our capacity to obtain. God can and 
frequently does use very effectively people 
with limited abilities and training. These 
are people who have given to God what they 
have and he has multiplied it. God has a 
place and a ministry for each one of us in 
harmony with our abilities.

On the other hand, some of us may need 
to remember that God does not place a 
premium on ignorance. He does not have a 
special affinity for the untrained mind. There 
is a latent anti-intellectualism among us that 
seems at times to think that this is true.

The untrained mind may be used by the 
Lord; it could be used more effectively if 
it were trained. This means, among other 
things, that young people should be en
couraged to secure the best training pos
sible and then dedicate that training to the 
work of God and to the service of their 
fellowman.

A statement heard in chapel a number 
of years ago has never been forgotten. The 
statement was: “God has a special affinity 
for the trained mind.” It should be restated 
that this affinity is not for the trained mind 
as such but for the dedicated trained mind. 
Such a mind is capable of doing things for 
the Lord that otherwise it could not do.

For example, there were many heroes of 
the faith in the Old Testament, but there 
was only one Moses. He had been trained 
in all the learning of the Egyptians and was 
used in an unusual way by the Lord. In 
many ways he was God’s top man in the 
Old Testament.

There were many men who contributed 
significantly to the young Christian move
ment, but there was only one Paul. He was 
unusually well trained. It is even possible 
that Paul would be known today even if 
he had not become a Christian.

Call the roll of the men and women 
through the Christian centuries who have 
contributed the most to the Christian move
ment and to the world in general. You will 
discover that most of them had superior 
ability but also superior training.

It does seem that God through the cen

turies has had a special affinity for the 
trained mind. We should never forget, how
ever, that the trained mind must be dedi
cated to the work of God in the world.

Among the early church fathers there 
were men such as Origen, Clement of Alex
andria, and Augustine: all with superior 
training. To these might be added later such 
men as Aquinas, the greatest of the school
men, and Luther and Calvin, the chief of 
the reformers. Still later there have been 
molders of the Christian movement such as 
Wesley and Edwards.

Call your own roll of the Southern Bap
tists who have contributed most to the 
shaping of our denomination. Surely your 
list would include such intellectual giants 
as Broadus, Carroll, Carver, Conner, Mul
lins, Robertson, Scarborough, and others. 
These were men with superior ability and 
training. Even our leading preachers have 
been well-trained men although some of 
them may have been largely self-educated. 
Who are the men, in the main, who are 
providing leadership for us today? They 
are men with real ability but also with 
superior training.

God still has an affinity for a trained 
mind although he will use all of us in his 
service if we give^to him what we have. 
Everyone of us, with little or great ability, 
should have a deep desire to give to him 
the best we have.

The chapel during dedication services for the new office building of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, Brentwood.

EVANSVILLE, Ind.—Two resolutions 
dealing with sex education, and asking 
Southern Baptist leaders to sign a doctrinal 
pledge, prompted strong debate at the 11th 
annual session of the State Convention of 
Baptists in Indiana here.

In both cases, the convention adopted 
substitute motions approving almost ver
batim resolutions adopted by the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting in New Orleans 
last June.

The convention also voted to follow the 
SBC procedure in handling resolutions sub
mitted from the floor, adopting four new 
bylaw requirements which automatically 
refer all resolutions to the resolutions com
mittee where they will be considered and 
then reported back to the full convention.

Tennessee Volunteer Chorale 
Elects Carl Perry President

At the annual meeting of the Tennessee 
Baptist Church Music Conference, held at 
Woodmont church, Nashville, Carl Perry, 
minister of music, First church, Knoxville, 
was elected president of the Tennessee 
Volunteer Chorale.

This group, made up of ministers of 
music in Tennessee Baptist churches, also 
chose Robert Snead, minister of music, First 
church, Nashville, and George Wadling- 
ton of Bartlett church, Memphis, as vice 
presidents. Mrs. Gene Edmonds, office sec
retary, Church Music Department, Tennes
see Baptist Convention, was elected secre
tary.

The chorale is sponsored by the state 
Church Music department, Frank G. 
Charton, secretary.
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Foundation

WITNESS FROM HEAVEN
The Tennessee Baptist Convention adopt

ed a record budget of $5,675,000 at the re
cent annual convention. This amount is ex
pected as the state’s part of cooperative 
program receipts plus some designations. 
This amount will be aided by more than 
$60,000 that the Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation expects to provide from trust funds 
placed with us by Christian stewards. Most 
of those who make this possible have already 
gone to heaven. How wonderful that these 
servants are still giving witness to their love 
for Christ thereby winning souls while they 
enjoy the wonders of heaven!

The idea of establishing a continuing 
witness after death is “catching on”. From 
all over the state calls are coming for coun
sel on preparing a Christian will, changing 
the beneficiary of an insurance policy or 
establishing a living trust. These are they 
who will join the coming generations to as
sure that the Christian witness will live for
ever. It is possible that our generation will 
see the day when there will be as much 
money going to the Lord’s work from the 
dead as from the living.

Tax laws have been provided whereby 
under certain conditions one may give 
money to the Foundation as trustee and 
actually save money for other purposes. 
It is possible for some people to provide a 
witness for Christ and take care of the

First Church, Knoxville, 
Observes 125th Anniversary

First church, Knoxville, founded in 1843 
with 46 members, recently observed its 
125th anniversary, beginning with a re
ception honoring all former members in 
the church’s Fellowship Hall.

The highlight of the reception was a can
dle-lighting ceremony depicting the past, 
present and future of the church. Taking 
part in this service were: Mrs. Fred F. 
Brown, wife of the late Dr. Brown who was 
the pastor of the church for 25 years; Dr. 
Charles A. Trentham, present pastor; and 
Laura Egerton, newest member of the 
church on that date, granddaughter of the 
late Mont W. Egerton, Sr., well-known 
attorney in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion and whose father was a former pastor 
of First church.

Dr. Trentham, 25th pastor of the church, 
delivered the anniversary sermon, “Who 
Needs the Church?” Andrew J. Prince, pas
tor of West Hills church, Knoxville, (or
ganized by First church, in 1961), brought 
the evening message.

As well as West Hills, First church is 
the “mother” of 35 other congregations 
in and around the Knoxville area.

needs of their loved ones at the same time. 
Property or funds may be placed with the 
Foundation without being subject to estate 
tax. Every Christian should investigate the 
possibilities of living on in witness after they 
go to heaven.

Your Tennessee Baptist Foundation in
vites all Tennessee Baptists to join their 
many fellow church members in seeking 
further information by writing or calling 
Dr. Jonas L. Stewart, Executive Secretary, 
Box 647, Brentwood, Tennessee, Phone 
833-4220.

L. B. Reavis, Southwestern 
Seminary, Plans Retirement

L. B. Reavis, director of development at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas since 1935, has an
nounced his retirement, effective Dec. 31. 
He will maintain a consultant relationship 
with the development staff.

A pastor for 25 years, Reavis attended 
Campbell college and Wake Forest, as well 
as Southwestern seminary. In 1945 the 
doctor of divinity degree was conferred by 
Howard Payne college, Brownwood, Texas. 
Mrs. Reavis, the former Mabel Griffin of 
Durham, N.C., holds a Ph.D. degree in 
mathematics from Duke university and is 
professor of mathematics at Texas Chris
tian university. They have three children.

OTHER CONVENTION NEWS
(Continued from Page 3)

Maryland Baptists Emphasize 
N. Y. Convention Formation

ANNAPOLIS, Md.—The end of an era 
—the end of the 60’s and the leaving of 
Baptist churches in New York to form a 
convention of their own this year—was em
phasized during the meeting of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland.

Hosted by College Avenue Baptist church 
here, some 700 messengers heard Paul S. 
James, executive secretary of the Baptist 
convention of New York, discuss the his
tory, development, and prime ministry of 
the convention.

Beginning work in metropolitan New 
York was in 1958 with the establishment of 
the Manhattan Baptist chapel under the 
sponsorship of the College Avenue church, 
where the convention met.

Today, more than 7000 Baptists now 
live in the greater New York area.

North Carolina Convention 
Approves Education Study

FAYETTEVILLE, N. C.—The Baptist 
State Convention of North Carolina ap
proved here a massive two-year study of its 
higher education program, underscoring the 
right of its colleges to participate in publicly- 
funded programs under the “services ren
dered” principle.

Despite predictions of heated discussions, 
most observers said the convention was one 
of the calmest in recent years.

In addition to the education study, the 
convention also adopted a record $7 million 
1970 budget, and approved resolutions 
dealing with:

—Breaking down barriers between seg
ments of the population and healing the 
“hurts of humanity through the ministry of 
reconciliation”;

—Urging compliance with international 
treaties by all forces in the humane treat
ment of prisoners of war in Vietnam;

—Commending those who led in the de
feat of efforts to liberalize the North Caro
lina liquor laws, including the Methodist 
and Baptist state papers and the North 
Carolina Christian Action League.

The convention did not adopt, however, 
resolutions on amnesty for conscientious 
objectors either imprisoned in the United 
States, or in exile in other countries, and on 
voluntary prayer in public schools. The 
two resolutions were referred to its Council 
on Christian Life and Public Affairs.

Messengers to the convention approved in 
entirety the 13,000-word report from its 
Committee of Twenty, a panel that has 
worked for the past two years on problems 
concerning the state’s seven Baptist colleges.

The report recommended that the seven 
schools be maintained and strengthened and 
be given additional state convention finan
cial support when possible. (BP)

California Baptists Vote 
Alien Immersion Study

SANTA MONICA, Calif.—The Southern 
Baptist General Convention of California 
considered three motions dealing with the 
question of alien immersion and open com
munion, and rejected by a margin of only 
two votes a recommendation that it sell 
one of its assemblies.

The convention authorized a broadly- 
representative committee to study the ques
tion of alien immersion and open com
munion and bring to the convention a more 
precise definition of the terms, and the re
quirements for convention membership since 
the interpretation of the convention’s con
stitution has been disputed.

(Continued on Page 13)
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TENNESSEE NEWS BRIEFS
R. L. Fitts was honored at a church re

ception on the occasion of his 13th anni
versary as pastor of Woodstock church, 
Shelby County association.

Stage Road church, Shelby County asso
ciation, has called Dr. James R. Bruton as 
pastor. He comes to Memphis from Simp
sonville Baptist Church, Simpsonville, Ky. 
He is a graduate of Samford university, 
Birmingham, Ala., and Southern Baptist 
Theological seminary, Louisville, Ky. The 
Brutons have one daughter, Denise, eight.

Lynn Blair is the new minister of music 
and youth at Ardmore church, Memphis. 
He is a graduate of California State and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas. The Blairs have two 
children: Barry, nine; and Dana, three.

Bill Fowler has resigned as minister of 
music and youth at First church, Union 
City, W. Fred Kendall, II, pastor, to accept 
a similar position with Beaver Dam Baptist 
church, Beaver Dam, Ky.

First church, Jamestown, has called Paul 
S. Moody as pastor.

Lincoya Hills church, Nashville, reports 
10 additions by baptisms, four by letter, 
and several rededications during their re
cent revival. C. Wyman Copass, pastor of 
Hillvue Heights Baptist church, Bowling 
Green, Ky., was the evangelist. Robert Mul- 
loy, associate professor of music, Belmont 
college, Nashville, was in charge of music. 
Richard L. Wakefield is pastor.

Highland Park Church, Columbia, reports 
11 professions of faith and several rededi
cations during their recent revival. Robert 
W. Campbell of Paducah, Ky., was the 
evangelist. Henry Puryear was in charge of 
music. Bill Delaney is pastor.

Pleasant Grove church, Chilhowee as
sociation, has called Dan Dunkel as pastor. 
He formerly served as pastor of Sharon 
church, Knoxville.

Centenary church, Chilhowee association, 
recently held a note-burning service for 
their building. Alexander Nisbet is pastor.

First church, Lavinia, recently held open 
house for their new pastorium. With one 
acre of land, it is valued at $20,000. The 
new home has three bedrooms, two baths, 
den-dining room combination, living room, 
hall, carport, and utility room. Clyde Crock
er is pastor.

Newly elected officers for Big Hatchie 
association are: Gordon DePriest, modera
tor; T. D. Robinson, assistant moderator; 
Henry West, clerk; and Bernard Scates, 
treasurer. Teddy Evans serves as superin
tendent of missions.

East Brainerd church, Chattanooga, has 
called Joe F. Peek as pastor. He comes to

Peek
er of Sumter, S. 
Carson-Newman.

Chattanooga from Bon- 
sack Baptist church, 
Roanoke, Va., where he 
served as pastor for three 
and one-half years. A 
native of Tennessee, he 
is a graduate of Carson- 
Newman college, Jeffer
son City, and Southeast
ern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Wake Forest, 
N.C. Mrs. Peek, the 
former Betty Jean Coop- 

C., is also a graduate of 
They have four children.

Central church, Knoxville, has called 
Miss Betty Jane Rodgers as educational 
director. She comes to Knoxville from First 
Baptist church, Houston, Texas, where 
she served on the educational staff as di
rector of Adult Work and Visitation. A 
native of Mississippi, she is a graduate 
of Blue Mountain college, Blue Mountain, 
Miss., and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, with the 
master of religious education degree.

Nancy L. Dill, a former employee of the 
Church Training department, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, recently received the 
doctor of education degree from Teachers 
college, Columbia university, New York, 
New York. She more recently served as 
manuscript editor with Broadman Press. 
She is presently assistant professor of edu
cation at Quyeens college, University of 
New York.

Mrs. Janie M. Cash, 
WMU Employe, Retires

Mrs. Janie M. Cash who served as book
keeper in the Woman’s Missionary Union 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention for 12 
years retired Nov. 21.

Mrs. Cash was honored at a luncheon 
in the dining room of the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention Executive Board Building, 
Brentwood, Nov. 17, by employees in the 
building. She was presented a wrist watch.

A member of Ivy Memorial church, Mrs. 
Cash resides at 1807 Belmont Boulevard, 
Nashville, Tenn. 37212.

Brainerd church, Chattanooga, recently 
ordained two men into the gospel ministry 
and one man as a deacon in a recent service. 
Harry F. Hampsher, minister of music and 
Norman M. Willie, minister of education, 
were ordained as ministers, and David Cor
nett was ordained as a deacon. Hampsher 
has been with the church since 1965. Willie 
formerly served in Wallace Memorial 
church, Knoxville. This is the first time in 
the history of Brainerd church that two men 
have been ordained into the gospel ministry 
and one as a deacon in the same service. J. 
Ralph McIntyre is pastor.

Ernest R. Stinnett has resigned as pastor 
of Trinity church, Chilhowee association.

Southeastern Seminarians
Join In Anti-War Protest

WASHINGTON—A handful of students 
and faculty members from Southeastern 
Baptist Theological seminary in Wake 
Forest, N.C., joined the host of Americans 
marching here to protest the war in Viet
nam.

They were a part of the largest political 
rally ever to be held in the nation’s cap
ital. The crowd of mainly peaceful pro
testers was estimated by police to be from 
250,000 to a half million persons.

The small group of Southern Baptists— 
two faculty members and four students— 
carried signs identifying themselves as “a 
minority of students . . .” and “some faculty 
members . . .” from Southeastern seminary.

A spokesman for the group, Bob Vance 
of Pineola, N.C., said the qualifying words 
were added at the insistence of other stu
dents on the campus.

The seminarians’ signs registered their 
commitment to nonviolence and their op
position to continuing the war in Vietnam. 
One sign said the President “could do more” 
to end the war.

'Pray Now, Pay Later'
VERGENNES, VL—A “pray now, pay 

later” plan, adopted at the Congregational 
church here, has had a slow start, accord
ing to the Rev. Richard C. Ogden Jr., pastor.

Ogden, who is also mayor of Vergennes, 
an attorney and a certified accountant, said, 
“We are moving into a credit card age, and 
there’s no reason the church should remain 
aloof.”

He placed a credit card machine just in
side the church door, hoping churchgoers 
might find it more convenient to give to the 
church through the credit plan. (RNS)
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LETTERS to the EDITOR
Dear Mr. Lester:

I have just read your account of the action 
of the Elkhorn Baptist Association in Lexington. 
Since I served as Superintendent for three years, 
I would like to add a few facts to the situation:

Several years ago a similar action was brought 
against one of the churches by the same group 
and was defeated. In 1966 the issue of “alien im
mersion” as a test of fellowship was thoroughly 
discussed by the Executive Board prior to the 
admission of Seventh Street Baptist Church into 
the association. This church was admitted at the 
annual meeting in 1966 without discussion. The 
leaders in the Elkhorn Association are to be 
commended for not allowing discussion over the 
matter which had been so thoroughly discussed 
in the past.

Another fact that should be added is that the 
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church for many years 
has not been an effective part of the Elkhorn 
Association. They are anti-Southern Baptist Con
vention and anti-Cooperative Program. From 1958 
to 1968 they made no financial contribution to 
Elkhorn Association and they have not made a 
contribution to the Cooperative Program for many, 
many years. The record would reveal that they are 
against more things than they are for.

Sincerely,
Grady L. Randolph 
Executive Secretary 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation

To the Editor:
Our Church last year gave 24% of all un

designated offerings to missions through the Co
operative Program. When all the figures were in, 
we gave over 33% of all receipts to mission causes 
(Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, etc.). This per
centage was good enough to place us third in the 
State in percentage giving to missions. We are 
proud of this.

Since we were already giving such a high per
centage, I will have to admit that I was a little 
more than apprehensive that our budget and finance 
committee would not look with favor on any idea 
to raise the Co-operative Program gifts. As it 
turned out, I soon learned that I did not know 
my committee very well.

The first item to be discussed in the budget 
was our gifts to missions through the Co-operative 
Program. One of the men spoke up without any 
hesitation. Let me give you his words: “Whatever 
else we do, I suggest we raise our missions gifts 
through the Co-operative Program by at least one 
per cent.” I was amazed (and proud) as the chair
man went around the room asking for opinions 
that every person, without exception, agreed with 
the suggestion.

Don’t get me wrong. It isn’t that we couldn’t 
have used this one per cent for other good mission 
causes. Almost daily our church secretary lays on 
my desk a letter from some good organization 
pleading for our support. All of these organiza
tions are good; and all need support. We could 
have used this money for them.

We could also have used this money on our
selves. Some of our staff could have sure used 
a raise in salary. And, frankly, they should have 
gotten a raise. Our church building needs some 
repair work. The carpet in our sanctuary needs 
replacing. We need to do some painting. Our 
church has no steeple. We do not have air- 
conditioning. We need some new church signs. We 
could have sure used this money on ourselves.

But do we really believe what we say we believe? 
“We believe in separation of Church and State— 
therefore, our schools should not accept Federal 
funds.” Do we really believe that? Our gifts to the 
Co-operative Program don’t prove it. “We believe 

that unless men hear the Gospel and believe on, 
trust in, and commit their lives to Christ they will 
be lost—and, we are commissioned by our Lord 
to go into the world with this Gospel.” Do we 
really believe that? “The main mission of the 
church is missions.” Do we really believe that?

If we REALLY believe these radical statements, 
then I suggest we begin acting like it. The Co
operative Program has been described as the “life 
line” of missions for our denomination. If this is 
true, and we at First Baptist, Bluff City, believe 
it is, then it deserves and merits our Support and 
loyalty. Is our denomination going to die because 
of our non-support of the Co-operative Program? 
Will we die a slow death because of spiritual 
arteriosclerosis? Will we allow our “life line” to 
become clogged because of our support of other 
things and our neglect of our main mission? I 
hope not. And we at First Baptist, Bluff City, are 
determined that it shall not be so.

To use a phrase that was quite popular a few 
years ago: “It’s time we put our money where our 
mouth is.”

Charles D. Earl, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Bluff City, Tennessee 37618

AROUND THE WORLD:

Rev. and Mrs. Charles E Buckner, 
Southern Baptist missionaries to Indonesia, 
have moved from Jogjakarta to Madiun 
(address: Djl. Bolodewo, Madiun, Indo
nesia). Mr. Buckner, a native of North 
Carolina, was born in Asheville and lived on 
a farm near Marshall while growing up. 
Mrs. Buckner is the former Mary Ann 
Moore of Kingsport, Tenn. They were ap
pointed by the Foreign Mission Board in 
1967.

From Chili: Chilean Baptists, four abreast, 
formed lines four blocks long one day last 
month to parade down the main streets of 
Concepcion (pop. 250,000) in southern Chile, 
and proclaim “Christ, the Only Hope.” After 
about 22 blocks of marching and singing, 
the crowd gathered in a park to hear Miguel 
Robles, of Argentina, preach the message of 
a “Living Christ.”

“If things stay favorable, we believe that 
within a few years Chile will be an evangel
ical nation with more Baptist influence than 
any other,” said Rev. Evan F. Holmes, 
Southern Baptist missionary and secretary 
of evangelism for the Chilean Baptist Con
vention. “There are now 11,000 Baptists in 
Chile praying that this might come to pass 
in our day,” he said.

Stevens Charges Doves: 
"Reveal Cowardice"

FORT WORTH — A Southern Baptist 
executive has sent a telegram to four lead
ing Senate doves, charging that their stand 
on the Vietnam war reveals “weakness and 
cowardice”, and asking, “why don’t you go 
to a country where the problems are your 
size?”

Paul M. Stevens, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television Com
mission here, sent the telegram to Senators 
J. William Fulbright of Arkansas, Fred 
Harris of Oklahoma, Mike Mansfield of 
Montana, and George McGovern of South 
Dakota.

Stevens explained in an interview that he 
sent the telegram with the hopes that it 
would prompt the four Senators to accept 
his invitation for them to discuss the Viet
nam war issue on one or both of two radio 
programs the commission produces.

Text of the telegram, according to Stev
ens, read:

“Would like to broadcast your response 
to the following: America’s problems de
mand spiritual commitment and moral cour
age, while you reveal weakness and coward
ice. If America’s problems are too big for 
you, why don’t you go to a country where 
the problems are your size?”

There was no immediate response from 
the four senators, who support the Vietnam 
Moratorium.

Though he said the question was “rhetor
ical,” Stevens obviously has strong views 
concerning Vietnam, and the tactics used by 
those participating in the Vietnam Mora
torium. (BP)

'Wake' Recruits Support 
For Challenge To NCC

NEW YORK—Officers in the West, the 
South and in Detroit will recruit support 
for a challenge to the present leadership of 
the National Council of Churches it was 
announced here.

A statement from “Jonathan’s Wake,” 
which plans to “confront” the NCC at its 
triennial assembly in Detroit, Nov. 30-Dec. 
4, revealed its plans.

The Free Church of Berkeley, Calif., is 
serving as the West Coast office, according 
to the statement, and has issued invitations 
to members of the free church movement. 
(RNS)
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' The Bible that 
explains itself!

THE 
AMPLIFIED

BIBLE

This complete, one-volume Bible 
translation explains difficult pas
sages for you right in the text! 
Using a comprehensive system of 
punctuation, italics, synonyms 
and references, it unlocks many 
of the simple yet subtle truths of 
Scripture ... as you read along.
With The Amplified Bible you’re 
assured a richer, fuller under
standing of every passage.
“It is the Bible written simply so 
common people can understand its 
meaning.”

— DR. BILLY GRAHAM

October Gifts Boost Cooperative Program
NASHVILLE—Big increases in giving 

during the month of October boosted South
ern Baptist Convention world missions con
tributions to the $22.9 million mark for 
1969, a 5.65 per cent increase over gifts 
for the same period in 1968.

In addition to the $22.9 million in Co
operative Program gifts, Southern Baptists 
gave $21.7 million designated to specific 
SBC world mission causes, for a combined 
grand total of $44.7 million in world mis
sion gifts.

Officials with the SBC Executive Com
mittee which prepares the monthly financial 
report attributed the increase to a big month 
of giving during October.

Cooperative Program contributions dur
ing October totalled $2.3 million, a 11.78 
per cent increase over Cooperative Pro
gram gifts for October of 1968.

John H. Williams, financial planning sec
retary for the SBC Executive Committee, 
said that the convention normally contrib
utes about five per cent more for any given 
month in 1969 compared to the same peri
od in 1968.

For the first 10 months of 1969, Co
operative Program gifts have increased $1,- 
228,370, or 5.65 per cent; and designated 
contributions are up $831,149, or 3.97 per 
cent.

From $9.95

More than a million sold in hard 
cover! Internationally acclaimed as 
the translation revealing new sig
nificance in the Word.
The Amplified New Testament gives 
you all the shades of meaning in 
Scripture . . . lets you consider the 
intent as well as the words of the 
author. Intensifies your apprecia
tion of the beauty in God’s Truth, 
while remaining ever faithful to the 
original text.
Come in soon to examine a copy.

Cloth, $3.95; Paperback, $1.00

Get your copy today!

at your Baptist Book Store

OHIO CONVENTION REFERS 
REALIGNMENT FOR STUDY

CINCINNATI, Ohio—The State Con
vention of Baptists in Ohio voted here to 
refer for further study a previous action by 
the convention’s Board of Directors con
cerning realignment of-two convention staff 
members’ responsibilities.

The convention voted to refer to its ad
ministrative and Training Union commit
tees for study and evaluation, action taken 
by the Board of Directors on Nov. 4 which 
realigned the responsibilities of Gilbert 
Wilder and Grady Evans.

In the earlier vote, the board elected 
Wi’der, associate in the Sunday School and 
music departments, to become director of 
the convention’s Training Union depart
ment; and named Evans, an area Baptist 
Student Union director in Southwest Ohio, 
to serve as state Baptist student director 
with part-time responsibility for students in 
Central Ohio.

The action holds in abeyance the previous 
e'ection of Wilder and Evans to the posi
tions until some report is brought to the 
convention’s Board of Directors by the com
mittees assigned to study the matter. (BP)

WANTED: Church Organist 
Judson Memorial Baptist Church 

Nashville, Tennessee 
Contact

Mr. Kennedy, Phone 244-2600 
Between 9 A.M. and 6 P.M.

The combined Cooperative Program and 
designated mission gift categories, $44.7 
million, is an increase of $2 million or 4.82 
per cent over grand totals for the same peri
od in 1968.

Of the $44.7 million, $28.4 million has 
gone to support foreign missions, and $9.5 
million to home missions.

The Cooperative Program, a unified 
budget plan, allocates funds on a formula 
basis to 19 different Southern Baptist Con
vention agencies, institutions and organiza
tions.

Amounts reported by the SBC Executive 
Committee do not include mission gifts to 
support local or state-wide Baptist mission 
efforts, but only include amounts channeled 
to SBC causes through the Nashville office.

Lay Group, Diocesan Journal 
Clash On Hospital Issue

MEMPHIS-—A union dispute at a Catho
lic hospital over a representation election has 
prompted a clash between a group of lay 
Catholics and their diocesan newspaper.

The laymen, about 1000 strong, attacked 
the newsweekly, The Tennessee Register, by 
publishing a half-page advertisement in two 
Memphis daily newspapers.

The ad hit the Catholic paper for its 
editorial, which in effect backed the local 
bishop’s plea for mediation, but, according 
to the ad, was critical of some of the ad
ministrators (of St. Joseph Hospital) for re
fusing to submit to mediation. (RNS)

Mrs. W. Fred Kendall, left, wife of the 
executive secretary-treasurer, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, pins an orchid on Mrs. 
Tom Madden just before her husband de
livers the president’s address to the conven
tion.

Page 10 Baptist And Reflector



• A government study warned recently that 
“a small industrial elite” of huge conglom
erate companies is gobbling up American 
business and largely destroying competitive 
free enterprise. The 700-page report by 
the Federal Trade Commission’s staff, 
climaxing a 17-month study, said if the 
government does not crack down fast “the 
economy may become cartelized and cen
tralized in a fashion that cannot be re
versed.” Contrary to corporate dogma, the 
report said, conglomerates are less efficient, 
not more, and stifle competition and innova
tion through a system of buying from each 
other. “Many of the top 200 corporations 
are partially linked with each other and 
with other corporations in ways that may 
prevent or discourage independent behavior 
in market decisions,” the report said. 
(Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 11/5/69)

Miss Mary Northington, Clarksville, a 
former WMU secretary who served for 30 
years, chats with a friend at the close of the 
annual meeting.

Stop Building Church-State 
Walls, Sherman Challenges

LOUISVILLE—A biting challenge to 
Southern Baptists to “stop building walls 
around people through church-state arrange
ments” was issued here by North Carolina 
Pastor Cecil Sherman.

Sherman, pastor of First Baptist church, 
Asheville, N.C., told the annual Christian 
Laymen’s Forum sponsored by Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary that Baptists 
have been as heavy-handed as Catholics in 
forcing their religious views on society, 
especially in areas where Baptists are the 
dominant religious group.

He mentioned blue laws, anti-obscenity 
fights, Christian pageants in public schools 
and censorship of “bad books” from school 
libraries as examples of “wall-building 
through church-state arrangements.”

But, Sherman warned that “the walls are 
tumbling down. The situation has changed, 
and we Baptists don’t know how to act 
when the rules are changed. There is as 
much freedom for what we call evil as for 
what we call good. Christian ideas are chal
lenged and they must fend for acceptance 
in the idea markets of the world.” (BP)

Thoughts that 
inspire each dag 
el the gear...

STREAMS IN THE DESERT, 
VOLUMES 1 & 2
by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman
A daily devotional favorite, now 
available in two volumes for inspir
ing personal and family reading.

Volume 1 ... the original edition, 
now with over 2 million copies in 
print!

Volume 2 ... contains a year of 
all-new meditations.

Cloth, $2.95 ea.

OREGON-WASHINGTON BAPTISTS 
ELECT NEGRO WOMAN AS OFFICER

RICHLAND, Washington—The Baptist 
General Convention of Oregon-Washington 
meeting here elected its first Negro officer 
when it named a woman, Mrs. Irene James 
of Tacoma, Washington, as second vice 
president.

The convention also for the first time 
voted to invite four youth, two college and 
two high school students, to attend the state 
convention Executive Board meetings and 
participate in denominational business.

In other action, the convention adopted 
a Cooperative Program budget of $327,290 
for 1970, an increase of $27,290 or nine 
per cent over the current budget. It al
located $65,452 or 20 per cent of the budg
et to Southern Baptist world mission causes.

Elected president was C. E. Bolin, pastor 
of Green River Baptist Chapel, Auburn, 
Wash.

The convention meets next year in Port
land, Ore., Nov. 3-5. (BP)

CLIMBING THE HEIGHTS
compiled by Al Bryant
366 impressive, heart-warming mes
sages taken from the writings of 
great people of God.

Pocket edition, $2.50

TIME OUT
by Al Bryant
Daily devotions for young people of 
high school and college age, from 
the writings of outstanding Chris
tian leaders. Cloth, $1.95

Paperback, $1.00

WORDS OF COMFORT
AND CHEER
by Mrs. Charles E. Cowman
Formerly titled, “Consolation”, this 
is a collection of 365 messages of 
hope and consolation for the be
reaved. Paperback, $1.95

BESIDE STILL WATERS
by Phyllis C. Michael
More than sixty warmly devotional 
pbems to comfort and encourage.

Paperback, $.95

WOULD YOU LIKE TO EARN
8% to 9%%

YOU CAN EARN THIS HIGH RATE OF INTEREST ON YOUR INVESTMENT 
WHILE ASSISTING CHURCHES IN THE SOUTHWEST AND THE WEST TO GROW. 
YOUR INVESTMENT IS PROTECTED BY MORTGAGES HELD ON THE PROPERTY 
OF THE CHURCHES ASSISTED.

FOR FULL INFORMATION ABOUT THIS INVESTMENT 
Write or Call

Southwestern Church Building and Loan Corporation
1730 South Jen Tilly) 

Tempe, Arizona 
(602) 966-7291 at your Baptist Book Store
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Teaching in the 70’s A basic list of Sunday
School Lesson Commentaries to help you in a new decade of teaching.

BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1970
by Don B. Harbuck, Hugh R. Peter
son, Howard P. Colson
Here’s practical help in preparing 
each International Sunday School 
Lesson. Contains brief teaching out
lines with word studies, historical 
facts, and complete explanation of 
the text. Lesson treatments include 
Bible passage, life-centered introduc
tion, application for everyday living, 
and expanded teaching suggestions.

(26b) $3.25

POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 1970
by Clifton J. Allen
The only pocket-size commentary on 
the International Sunday School Les
sons on the market today. Each 
lesson treatment contains the full 
Bible text, a brief exposition, truths 
to live by, and references for daily 
Bible reading. Comprehensive and 
well organized, its convenient size 
is only 3%x5 inches. (26b) $1.25

COMBINATION 
OFFER
LIFE AND WORK LESSON 
ANNUAL, 1969-70 compilation. 
Avoiding* duplication of ma
terial in your quarterly, this 
commentary is divided into 
three main sections: The Bible 
Explained, Bible Truth in Ac
tion, and Teaching Sugges
tions. (6c) Regular price, $3.25

TEACHING RESOURCES FOR 
LIFE AND WORK LESSONS, 
1969-70 compilation. There is 
a four-page treatment for each 
lesson divided into two major 
sections: Content Resources 
and Procedures. (6c)

Regular price, $2.75
Special Combination Offer— 
Both for only $5.50!

STANDARD LESSON COMMEN
TARY, 1970
edited by James I. Fehl
Lightens the burden of Bible teacher 
and student with expert guidance 
in all areas of lesson preparation— 
studying the Scripture text, locating 
background material, applying the 
lesson, assembling audiovisuals, and 
presenting the lesson. Printed lesson 
text from King James Version. More 
than 200 illustrations, eight large 
pages for each lesson, durable library 
binding. (17s) $3.75

Use this convenient order form

THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON 
ANNUAL, 1970
edited by Horace R. Weaver. Lesson 
analysis by Charles M. Laymon 
Now in its fifteenth year . . . this 
timely work provides challenging and 
informed commentary on the Inter
national Lessons. For each Sunday 
this book offers special helps and 
teaching suggestions from some of 
the finest minds of several denomi
nations. Includes a Scripture index, 
a subject index, and a list of audio
visual resources, (la) $3.75

ROZELL’S COMPLETE LESSONS, 
1970
by Brooks Ramsey
Provides word for word text, Scrip
ture for every lesson, bold-type out
lines, intriguing introductions and 
conclusions—everything needed for 
more flexible teaching. An excellent 
guide to the International Sunday 
School Lessons, (lz) $3.50

THE DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS, 1970
edited by Earl L. Douglass. Assisted 
by Gordon L. Roberts. An unusually 
thorough treatment of the Interna
tional Sunday School Lessons, this 
volume contains helpful hints for 
teachers, a memory selection fol
lowed by the topic for the day, daily 
Bible reading references, and full 
lesson text in the King James Ver
sion. The section on audiovisuals 
directs teachers to the most recent 
materials available. (33w) $3.50

PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES, 1970 
edited by Wilbur M. Smith
Peloubet’s has been a leader among 
commentaries for nearly a century. 
The explanation of each lesson is 
complete with introductory sugges
tions, including lesson plans and out
lines, audiovisuals, and excellent 
bibliography, Bible expositions, sug
gestions for the teacher’s library, and 
a comprehensive index. (66b) Cloth, 

$3.95
Soft cover edition, $2.95

TARBELLS’ TEACHER’S GUIDE, 1970 
edited by Frank S. Mead
Features of the 65th edition include 
RSV-KJV in parallel columns, per
tinent illustrations, historical and 
geographical backgrounds, teaching 
suggestions, easy-to-follow outlines, 
audiovisuals, study preparation ques
tions, plans for adults and young 
people, sound biblical commentary, 
and phonetic pronounciation guide.

(6r) $3.95

A

BAPTIST A BOOK STORE
Service with a Christian Distinction

Coast to Coast

1010 Broadway, Nashville, Tenn.
706 S. Gay Street, Knoxville, Tenn.

Enclosed is $------------------- . □ Please charge

Name __________________ - - ___________________

Address _________________ _ _____________________

City  State  ZIP 
Prices subject to change. Postage and delivery charges 
extra. State sales tax, if applicable, extra.

24 N. Second Street, Memphis, Tenn.
724 Cherry Street, Chattanooga, Tenn.
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OTHER CONVENTION NEWS
(Continued from Page 7)

Okla. Convention Opposes 
Liquor, School Sex Education

OKLAHOMA CITY—The Baptist Gen
eral Convention of Oklahoma urged its 
churches to join in a fight against liquor 
by the drink, and voted to delete a section 
supporting sex education in public schools 
from a report of its Christian Life Com
mittee.

The convention reaffirmed its opposition 
to use of beverage alcohol and urged 
churches to contribute funds to the Sooner 
Alcohol and Narcotics Education, Inc., 
(SANE) to provide funds for a campaign 
against a petition for a liquor by the drink 
election now pending before the Secretary 
of State. x

Debate on sex education in public schools 
was led by Hugo T. Lindquist, pastor of 
Bethel Baptist church in Oklahoma City, 
who said the public schools are already do
ing plenty of sex education, and don’t need 
any more encouragement.

“Besides,” Lindquist said, “I have seen 
what kind of sex education is going on in 
the schools and I don’t approve of it.”

Northern Plains Baptists 
Oppose Sex Education Move

BILLINGS, Mont.—The Northern Plains 
Baptist Convention, meeting here for its 
second annual convention, adopted resolu
tions opposing sex education in public 
schools, and expressing confidence in gov
ernment leaders, and in the truth of the 
Bible.

More than 200 attended the sessions, 
adopting a total budget of $275,460, in
cluding a state goal of $89,840 and a $10,- 
778 or 12 per cent allocation to Southern 
Baptist world mission causes.

Indiana Baptist Board 
Commends Agnew Speech

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.—The Executive 
Board of the State Convention of Baptists 
in Indiana voted here to “go on record 
supporting the Nov. 13 speech of Vice 
President Spiro Agnew.”

The Vice President in a nationally-tele
vised speech from Des Moines, Iowa, was 
critical of the handling of news by tele
vision commentators.

Letters of concurrence will be sent from 
the Indiana Baptist board to the Vice Presi
dent and the presidents of the three major 
television networks.

In other actions, the board agreed to 
swap the convention’s student center prop

erty for similar property owned by the Lu
therans near the campus of Purdue uni
versity, West Lafayette, Ind.

Kentucky Baptists Pledge 
Efforts Meeting Human Needs

LEXINGTON, Ky.—The Kentucky Bap
tist Convention pledged increased efforts at 
meeting human needs, approving a compre
hensive report from a committee appointed 
to study the convention’s involvement in 
such efforts.

The report pointed to four areas where 
churches in the state could minister to un
met human needs—improved housing for 
low income groups, loans or grants for voca
tional training, scholarships for Negro min
isterial students, and information concern
ing ministries to handicapped persons.

A retired Baptist pastor, O. Y. Yates of 
Lexington, offered an amendment to the re
port asking the convention’s Executive 
Board to study the feasibility of homes for 
the aged sponsored by the convention.

Both the amendment and the entire re
port carried with little expressed opposi
tion.

At the recommendation of the Executive 
Board the convention voted to revise down
ward the Cooperative Program budget goals 
for the next two years, because contributions 
had fallen short of the goals for the past two 
years.

The current fiscal year goal of $4,150,000 
was reduced by $150,000, and the 1970-71 
goal of $4.3 million was revised to $4.1 
million.

Hawaii Baptists Defeat Effort 
To Phase Out Academy Support

HONOLULU—The Hawaii Baptist Con
vention voted down a recommendation that 
it phase out its support of the Hawaii 
Baptist Academy by the end of 1973, and 
overwhelmingly defeated two resolutions 
dealing with abortion, war, peace, and con
scientious objectors.

Help Churches to expand their Physical Facilities 
Invest in Church Bonds with interest compounded each 6 months 

to yield
Example: $1,000.00 invested for 

10 years yields $1,989.79 
(Almost double in 10 yrs.)

For full information, call or send 
coupon to: 
PROVIDENCE CHURCH PLAN 
1128 Gordon St., S. W.
Atlanta, Ga. 30310
Phone: (404) 758-4617

The recommendation that the convention 
phase out financial support of the academy, 
except for the salary of its superintendent, 
came from a Missions-Academy Study 
Committee appointed last year to make an 
objective study of the present and future 
priority of the academy in relation to need 
for assistance funds for new churches.

The committee noted in its report that 
one-fifth of the undesignated income the 
convention anticipates receiving in 1970 is 
budgeted for the academy.

Utah-Idaho Convention
Elects First Negro To Board

TWIN FALLS, Idaho—The Utah-Idaho 
Southern Baptist Convention, in a meeting 
described by some as more like a large re
vival service than a convention, elected for 
the first time a Negro to serve on the con
vention’s Executive Board.

Lavoid Robertson, pastor of First South
ern Baptist Church, Clearfield, Utah, was 
elected president for 1970. Next year’s con
vention will be at the First Southern Bap
tist Church, Salt Lake City, Utah, Nov. 9- 
10.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

For change of address, please clip 
and attach your address label to all 
correspondence. (Zip Codes are re
quired.) Send to

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
Post Office Box 647

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

7% per year

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

City State & Zip_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Sunday School Lesson for November 30, 1969—By W. R. White
Life and Work Series

MAN IN A MORAL UNIVERSE
Basic Passage: Habakkuk
Focal Passages: Habakkuk 1:1-6; 12-13; 3:17-19

Rare men in all ages in all cultures have 
sensed the concept of a moral universe, 
some more clearly than others. Dimly and 
sporadically many others have sensed it 
among all people.

The basic principles of this moral element 
reflected in the Ten Commandments are 
embodied in man’s inner consciousness. 
Romans 2:14-16. Man’s depravity and per
versity either dull or obscure this moral 
sense in so many people.

The prophets of Israel came to a clarity 
and incisiveness in their grasp of moral 
judgments far superior to their contem
poraries in all other cultures. This did not 
come about easily in their kind of world. 
Their environment like ours seemed to in
dicate otherwise.

They did not have the wealth of data 
or the historical perspective available in 
succeeding eras particularly such as are ac
cessible to us.

The moral conditions in Judah and in the 
world situation aroused the sensitive spirit 
of the prophet Habakkuk. The keen sense 
of moral distinctions possessed by Habak
kuk at that period of history and revelation 
amazes us.
THE PROPHET PUZZLED
Habakkuk 1:1-4

Habakkuk is deeply concerned over the 
lamentable situation that exists in Judah. 
He saw violence, oppression, iniquities, and 
injustices on every side.

He had prayed and pled that law, order, 
and justice be established. The apparent 
unheeding heavens puzzled him. Instead of 
hearing him and acting Jehovah seemed in
different. In fact the situation grew worse. 
Permissiveness, lawlessness, violence, and 
circumventing of the righteous by the 
wicked ruled the order of things.

Many of us know his emotions and be
wilderment. Those who care seriously are 
greatly puzzled frequently when God does 
not intervene immediately and stop the 
whole rebellion of man. We are so pressed 
for time. God is not. We are impatient while 
God is longsuffering. Besides He is often 
working out His own solution in the light 
of His larger perspective.
THE STRANGE DIVINE ALTERNATIVE 
Habakkuk 1:5-6

Jehovah understood the whole situation 
much better than the prophet. He knew 
that the wicked were completely set in their 
ways. No ordinary or normal process would 
change them. Something shockingly drastic 
had to be applied.

Jehovah knew that His method would 

thoroughly upset Habakkuk. In fact it 
would seem unbelievable. He would use 
the despicable, ruthless Chaldeans to chas
tise Judah.

Of course, the chastisement of Judah 
would be relatively temporary and the final 
destruction of the Chaldeans would be so 
complete and lasting. This was not ap
parent to the prophet at this juncture. He 
was utterly perplexed.
THE PROPHET TERRIBLY SHOCKED 
Habakkuk 1:12-13

The announcement of God’s plan for 
dealing with Judah’s stubborn perversity 
puzzled and perplexed Habakkuk because 
it did not seem to fit the nature of God 
according to his concept of Him.

He understood God to be everlasting, 
holy, just, and righteous. In fact He could 
not look upon sin with any degree of al
lowance. Then how could Jehovah use 
wicked, vile and vicious Chaldea to chas
tise Judah.

How could God ever permit the wicked 
heathen to devour the righteous? Some of 
the innocent will inevitably be caught in 
the judgment on the guilty. There is such a 
thing as the social solidarity of a people 
but God will ultimately deal with each 
individual, rectifying each situation. The 
whole of Habakkuk must be read to get the 
full story. See Habakkuk 2:4, etc.
FAITH EMERGES TRIUMPHANT 
Habakkuk 3:12-18

The most adverse and perplexing condi
tions may prevail; yet the prophet will re
joice in the God of his salvation. The 
buoyancy of his faith lifted him above the 
overwhelming waters of despair and cyni
cism. How could this be when the adverse 
facts were so mountainous? The warmth of 
God’s reality and the illumination of a giv
en spiritual insight must have been his. 
Anyhow, he emerges above the floods with 
a shout of victory.

There are two sets of reality. One set is 
material, visible, and very impressive. This 
set deals with the more superficial and tran
sitory. The other side of the coin is the set 
of spiritual realities deeper, more durable, 
unseen but felt in life’s highest peaks of 
experience.

If this universe is rational, it must be 
moral. If it is moral it is meaningful. Then 
the best and not the worst must be last. 
Faith emerges victorious over doubt. There
fore we can live in hope relying on the 
highest intuitions of our souls confirmed by 
revelation and nourished by the presence of 
God in Christ.

Verse-by-Verse Guide 
To Romans Prepared

NASHVILLE—A Study Guide to Ro
mans, the first of its kind, has been prepared 
for use with the adult and young people’s 
Life and Work Sunday School curriculum 
material for the first quarter 1970.

The guide, prepared by staff members of 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
Sunday School department, is the first pro
duced by the board to use a verse-by-verse 
method of study of a biblical book.

Scripture texts from the American Bible 
Society’s Today’s English Version of the 
New Testament are reproduced in the guide. 
Accompanying the biblical text are study 
notes, including additional scripture refer
ences as background to quoted scripture, 
and study questions.

Ernest J. Holloway, supervisor, general 
editorial services section in the board’s Sun
day School department, prepared study 
notes, and Robert J. Dean, also an editor 
of adult materials, prepared the study ques
tions.

The guide is designed as a multiple-use 
piece, including use by Bible study groups 
in youth groups. (BP)

LOYED SIMMONS RESIGNS
AT CALIFORNIA COLLEGE

RIVERSIDE, Calif.—Loyed R. Simmons 
has resigned as president of California Bap
tist College, a post he had held since 1958.

His resignation was presented to a called 
meeting of the school’s Board of Trustees, 
meeting just six weeks after another called 
session during which charges of tension be
tween the faculty and the administration, 
and between the administration and the 
board, has been discussed.

Simmons’ resignation is to be effective 
May 31, 1970, but the board approved 
Simmons’ request that he be relieved from 
all duties by Nov. 30, 1969.

Simmons has made no announcement 
concerning future plans. (BP)

Judge John W. McCall, right, of Mem
phis, is presented a citation during the con
vention by Dr. Leon Bolton, president, 
Brotherhood of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention, on behalf of the Baptist men of the 
state.
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Executive ecre
By W. Fred Kendall

This Thanksgiving day. It is printed on 
my calendar with red ink—it truly ought 
to be a red letter day. It has a romantic 

history in America as 
a national holiday. It 
dates back to our earliest 
history in the story of 
the pilgrims as they set 
aside a day to celebrate a 
good crop year and to 

KendaU

give acknowledgment to 
God for their blessings. 
It was a recognition of 
their dependence on God 
and their acknowledg
ment of His providential 
care and love in their 

daily lives.
Thanksgiving and a spirit of gratitude is 

a very distinct part of the Christian nature 
and spirit. Christ revealed a spirit of thanks
giving in his very nature. He imparted it to 
his disciples. It is a spirit that is so char
acteristic of the great Psalms. Paul uses 
the word so many times and urges the 
Philippians “with thanksgiving let your re
quests be made known.” It has been a 
very definite part of prayer and worship 
through the ages.

Thanksgiving expresses a sense of in
debtedness. It acknowledges that we are 
the recipients of blessings which we did 
not merit or deserve. It is another way of 
saying we are the objects of God’s benevo
lent love. We have been blessed through 
His goodness.

It also acknowledges that we have re
ceived that which has made us happy and 
which has enriched our lives. It has made 
our lot in life better. It has brought joy 
and happiness and a sense of security. It 
is the acknowledgment of a relationship. We 
are acknowledging that God is the source 
and origin of our blessings. They are a 
result of His love and care. He has thought 
of us, and He intended to enable us to be 
happy and to have a better lot in life.

There are too many kinds of blessings to 
enumerate them. We used to sing the old 
song “Count Your Blessings.” In one stanza 
it said, “Count your many blessings, name 
them one by one, and it will surprise you 
what the Lord hath done.” We recently had 
a popular song that admonished us to 
“Count your blessings instead of sheep.”

One of the great sins of our age is base 
ingratitude. We see it in our religion in our 
neglect to be thankful to God for His 
countless blessings. We need to recover the 
great note of thanksgiving in our prayers 
and in our worship. This ought to be a day 
when thousands go to the houses of God 
and express that gratitude in real worship.

We also see a great neglect of thanks-

Historically
From the files

50 YEARS AGO
Dr. J. W. Gillon, treasurer of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention, at the 
convention’s annual meeting at First 
church, Cleveland, reported that dur
ing his nine years as treasurer, Ten
nessee Baptists had gone from $18,000 
to $56,000 in their gifts to State Mis
sions, a gain of more than 300 per 
cent. Gifts to Foreign Missions in
creased from $25,000 to $60,000, 
Home Missions from $17,000 to $40,- 
000, and gifts to Christian education 
rose from practically nothing to $430,- 
000.

20 YEARS AGO
Southern Baptist Theological semi

nary, Louisville, Ky., set a new 
precedent during matriculation open
ing the fall term by enrol ing a woman, 
Helen Armstrong, of Georgetown, 
Miss., as a candidate for the bachelor 
of divinity degree.

Southern Baptists, through the Co
operative Program, support some 1512 
missionaries. These include: Tennessee 
with 125; Home Mission Board, 699; 
and the Foreign Mission Board with 
688.

10 YEARS AGO
At the annual meeting of the Ten

nessee Baptist Convention in Gatlin
burg, messengers adopted a budget of 
$3,500,000, the highest ever for Ten
nessee. An all-time high in Coopera
tive Program giving was reported for 
1959, with gifts totaling $3,221,337.

Richard L. Johnson, pastor, First 
church, Shelbyville, has been named 
superintendent of the Baptist Chil
dren’s Home in Chattanooga. His new 
duties begin Dec. 1.

giving in our homes and in our personal 
relationships. Children receive great bless
ings and never stop to thank their parents. 
We receive blessings from neighbors and 
friends and forget our debt of gratitude.

Let us make this a real day of thanks
giving to God and to our loved ones and to 
our fellowmen. Then let us make it a per
manent and daily trait of character to be 
grateful by nature and in spirit for the tre
mendous blessings we receive from so

On Matters of

By Dr. B. David Edens,

Authority Easier To Take From 
'Authentic' Parent

Once upon a time a youngster obeyed his 
parents because they were his parents. To
day’s child is apt to listen with attention 
only if he sees and senses that his parents 
are authentic adults with life-styles, atti
tudes and values he can respect if not al
ways agree with, notes Dennis C. Benson, 
director of the Inter-Church Broadcast 
Comm, of Western Pennsylvania.

Kids no longer accept parental authority 
that doesn’t spring from “authentic person
hood,” says the author of The Now Genera
tion. This means that parents can no longer 
rely on their biological status as “authority 
figures” to impress children into conform
ity with their wishes.

“Fat, overweight adults call for self
discipline,” he points out in the Christian 
Home. Parents hung on smoking and trans- 
quilizers deplore youth drug problems. Busi
ness-hustling fathers are shocked to learn 
of academic cheating problems on every 
campus. Second-guessing, complaining adults 
in the insulated suburbs cry out for law and 
order against angry black people whom they 
do not know and do not understand. Yet 
parents wonder why the young view the au
thority of adults with disrespect or con
cealed contempt.”

Benson advises parents to take the time 
to read and think about “those who do speak 
with authority to their children.” Read the 
“rock” magazines, including the ads and 
letters to the editor, he urges. Listen, again 
and again, to the records which seem so 
meaningful to youngsters.

Repress the urge to ridicule or vomit 
and try to figure out what children are 
looking for and what these “heroes” are 
giving them. Though the clothing, hair, 
habits and vocabulary may be unsavory in 
many cases, the put down of hypocrisy 
may be the message youngsters are listening 
for. If parents act on that message, they 
may even find that youngsters are once 
again listening to them.

many sources. Thanksgiving is the response 
of genuine love in our own hearts for all 
of the good things we receive from our 
Heavenly Father and from those with whom 
we live. Let us show that spirit of love and 
appreciation for their goodness.
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High Court Hears Attack 
On Church Tax Exemptions

By W. Barry Garrett

WASHINGTON—A New York City tax
payer charged before the U.S. Supreme 
Court here that tax exemption on property 
owned by churches and used exclusively 
for religious purposes violates the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. Con
stitution.

He also claimed that the increase in 
taxes because of church tax exemption con
stitutes an involuntary contribution on his 
part to religious organizations.

The court was then asked to rule that 
governments cannot constitutionally allow 
such church tax exemptions.

Frederick Walz, “a religious person not a 
member of any religious organization,” 
carried his case through the New York 
courts to the U.S. Supreme Court. All of 
the New York courts had ruled against 
him and declared that the New York State 
Constitution and the Real Property Tax Law 
of New York relating to church property 
tax exemption do not violate the U.S. Con
stitution.

Walz, a lawyer, represented himself be
fore the New York courts. However, his 
case was argued before the U.S. Supreme 
Court by Edward J. Ennis, a New York 
attorney.

Justice Potter Stewart asked about Walz’s 
absence from the court. Ennis explained 
that he was suffering from high blood pres
sure and that he did not feel emotionally 
capable of presenting his case personally.

The defense of tax exemption for church 
owned property used exclusively for reli
gious purposes was made by J. Lee Rankin, 
corporation counsel for the City of New 
York.

Church property tax exemptions are pri
marily at stake in the case. However, by 
implication, income tax deductions for 
church contributions and a number of other 
tax advantages enjoyed by church related 
agencies could be affected by cases which 
might follow.

Nationwide Attraction
The case, known as Walz v. Tax Com

mission, has attracted national attention, 
both by church and anti-church interests. 
A total of 11 separate amicus curiae (friend 
of the court) briefs were filed in addition to 
the briefs by Walz and by the Tax Commis
sion of the City of New York.

Only one of the briefs supported Walz’s 
position. Madalyn Murray O’Hair, the na
tionally-known atheist, and the Society of 
Separationists, Inc., filed an 82-page brief 
asking that the churches be taxed.

Earlier Mrs. O’Hair had requested the 
court to allow her to participate in the oral 
arguments along with Walz, because of the 
formidable array of groups on the other 

side. This request was denied by the court, 
Americans United for the Separation of 

Church and State (POAU) in its brief agreed 
with Mrs. O’Hair’s position that the First 
Amendment does not require tax exemp
tion of churches as a religious liberty right.

Americans United argued: “A state’s 
power to tax or to exempt from tax church 
property used exclusively for religious pur
poses is not one that is subject to the limita
tions of the religious clauses of the First 
Amendment to the Federal Constitution. . . .

“The ‘no establishment’ clause of the First 
Amendment, made applicable to the states 
by the fourteenth, does not impose on the 
states a mandate to tax houses of worship. 
Nor does the ‘free exercise’ clause of the 
First Amendment, made applicable to the 
states by the Fourteenth Amendment, make 
mandatory the exemption of houses of wor
ship from tax.

Supreme Court Asked to Rule 
Against it

Nevertheless, Americans United con
cluded that such tax exemption does not 
constitute an “establishment of religion” and 
therefore asked the Supreme Court to rule 
against Walz.

The brief of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs argued that constitution
ally guaranteed religious liberty “requires, 
by right, the freedom from taxation of 
property used for rejigious purposes.”

The Baptist brief further argued against 
federal or state taxation of churches by 
saying, “if such governmental agencies at
tempt to turn churches into a source of 
revenue for state purposes those attempts 
constitute restraints on the free exercise of 
religion.”

Other briefs against Walz were filed by 
Parish Hall School, Inc., Washington, D.C., 
the National Council of Churches, the at
torneys general in 37 states, the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, the Syna
gogue Council of America, the National 
Jewish Commission, on Law and Public Af
fairs, the United States Catholic Conference, 
and the Episcopal Diocese of New York and 
the Church of the Holy Apostles.

The next step in the case will be the an
nouncement of a decision by the Supreme 
Court. This could be done anytime between 
now and the end of the current session of 
the court in June.

The case involves only tax exemption for 
church property used exclusively for reli
gious purposes. Tax exemptions for benev
olent, charitable, educational and welfare 
services by churches and their agencies are 
not under attack in this case.

By implication, however, other policies 
relating to tax privileges enjoyed by church-

Right To Dissent, Nixon 
Support Voiced In D.C.

WASHINGTON—The District of Colum
bia Baptist Convention meeting here adopt
ed resolutions on churches and taxation, 
the right of peaceful dissent, support of the 
President’s “intention” in Vietnam, drug 
abuse, juvenile rehabilitation and sex edu
cation in the schools.

A motion from the floor challenging the 
convention to change its name to the Bap
tist Convention of Greater Washington and 
to invite other Baptist churches in the me
tropolitan area to join was referred to a 
long-range study committee.

The convention, which is dually aligned 
with both the Southern and The American 
Baptists Conventions, was held in the Up
per Room Baptist Church, marking the first 
time the convention has met in a predomi
nantly Negro church. Upper Room Baptist, 
third largest in the convention, is one of two 
predominantly black churches affiliated with 
the D.C. Convention.

Carl W. Tiller, a layman, was elected as 
the new convention president, Tiller, former 
president of the American Baptist Conven
tion, is chief of budget methods of the U.S. 
Bureau of the Budget (BP)

ALABAMA BAPTISTS SUPPORT NIXON 
BLAST SEARS FOR SUNDAY PLANS

BIRMINGHAM—Resolutions supporting 
President Richard M. Nixon’s policies in 
Vietnam and opposing reported plans by 
Sears Roebuck and Co., to open their stores 
on Sunday, were adopted by the Alabama 
Baptist State Convention here.

The convention also adopted a record 
$6.8 million budget and heard their presi
dent blast ultra-liberalism, ecumenism and 
lack of faith.

The resolution on Vitnam voiced “prayer
ful support for the President of the 
United States and all officials at all levels 
of government for their efforts to effect 
peace with justice and honor in the tradi
tion of our Baptist heritage.”

Another resolution, submitted by the res
olutions committee, opposed “misuse of the 
Lord’s Day for the sole purpose of financial 
gain,” but was amended from the floor to 
condemn the reported plans by Sears Roe
buck and Co., to open on Sunday through
out Alabama, and specifically in Birming
ham.

The $6,860,000 budget goal for 1970 
includes $5.2 million for the state Coopera
tive Program goal, with $1.8 million, or 35 
per cent, going to the Southern Baptist Con
vention Cooperative Program. (BP) 

es and their agencies could be affected by 
other cases which might follow. Income tax 
deduction for contributions to religious 
causes is a specific example. (BP)
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